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JOURNAL* 


MONDAY,  November  27th,  1864. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  the  Constipation  of  the  State  for  thd 
General  Assembly  to  convene,  tit  12  o'clock,  M.,  the  Senate  was 
called  to  order  by  F.  L.  Villepigue,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  State,  who 
proceeded  to  call  the  roll  by  Districts,  when  the  following  Senators 
appeared  and  took  their  seats,  viz : 
From  the  Fourth  District — Johw  T.  Mtbick. 
"      "    Sixth  "      T.  J.  Efpes. 

**      "    Seventh        "      William  E.  Kilckeasb^ 
"      "    Eighth         "      Mbdicus  a.  Long. 
«      "    Ninth  "       James  W.  Smith. 

'*      "    Tenth  "      Daniel  Bird,  Sen.  *         • 

"      "    Eleventh       «      William  A.  BRiicsom 
«•      "    Twelfth       "       Henry  J.  Stewart. 
"      "    Thirteenth    "       William  H.  Cone* 
**      *'    Fifteenth      "      David  Provence. 
"      "    Sixteenth     ''      E.  D.  Tracey. 
"      "    Sei^enteenfh "       Geo.  E.  Hawes. 
"      "    MneUenth  •'      James  Filor. 
The  Senators  from  4th,  6th,  10th,  11th,  12th,  1.3th,  16th  and  19th 
Districts  were  doly  sworn  by  C.  H.  Austin,  Esq.,  Notary  Public  in 
and  for  the  County  of  Leon. 
On  motion,  Mr.  Bird  assumed  the  Chair. 

On  motion  of  W.  E.  Kilcrease,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-mor« 
row,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


TUESDAY,  November  284,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjjoumment    Mr.  Bird  assumed  the 
Chair. 

The  roll  being  called  by  Districts,  the  followiilg  named  Senators 
answered : 
From  the  Sd  Senatorial  District — ^Anous  Gillis. 
"       "    4<*        "  • "         John  T.  Myrick. 

"       "    eth        "  "         T.  J.  Eppbs. 

*•       "    lih        «  "         W.  E.  Kilcrbasb. 

•*"»*»'  ^  M.    A.   LONCK 
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JVom  the  9th  Senatorial  District^JAUns  W.  Sjoth. 
\Oth        "  "         Daniel  Bird,  Sen. 

nth        "  "         W.  A.  Brinson. 

I2th        "  "         Henry  J.  Stewart* 

ISth        "  "  W.  H.  Cone. 

15/A         "  "  David  Provence. 

I6th        "  "  E.  D.  Tracey. 

nth        "  **  George  E.  Hawes. 

ISth        «  "  H.  V.  Snell. 

I9th        *'  "  James  Filor. 

There  being  a  quorum  present,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were 
te&d  and  approved. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President 

Mr.  Long  nominated  Mr.  H.  V.  Snell,  of  Hillsborough. 

Mr.  Mjrrick  nominated  Mr.  Angus  Gillis,  of  Walton. 

The  vote  was  as  follows : 

For  Snell — Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes, 
Kilcrease,  Long,  Proven ce  and  Stewart — 10. 

For  Gillis — Messrs*  Eppes,  Tracey  Smith,  Snell  and  Myrick — 5. 

H.  V.  Snell  having  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast,  was  de* 
elared  duly  elected  President  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Long,  Kilcrease  and  Filor,  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  conduct  the  President  elect  to  the  Chair. 

The  President,  in  an  appropriate  address,  expressed  his  gratitade 
for  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  Senators. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Chief  Secretary. 

Mr.  Brinson  nominated   D.  G.  Livingston,  of  Madison  County* 

The  vote  was  as  follows : 

For  Livingston — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Bronson,  Cone^ 
Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Province,  Smith,  Stew- 
art, and  Tracey — 14. 

Blank— Mr.  Myrick— I 

D.  G.  Livingston  was  declared  duly  elected  Secretary  of  the  Sen* 
ate. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  aa  Assistant  Secre* 
tary. 

Mr.  Stewart  nominated  J.  S.  Purviance  of  Hamilton  County. 

The  vote  was : 

For  Purviance — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone, 
Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Provence,  Stewart,  and 
Tracey— 13. 

Blank— 'Messrs.  Myrick  and  Smith — 2. 

J.  S.  Purviance  was  declared  duly  elected  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Engrossing  Clerk. 

Mr.  Long  nominated  Mr»  B.  F.  Parker  of  Calhoun  County* 

The  vote  was : 
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For  Parksr — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone> 
Eppes,  Filor,Gilli8,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Provence,  Stewart,  and 
Tracej— 14. 

Blank — Messrs.  Smith  and  Myrick — 2. 

B.  F.  Parker  was  declared  duly  elected  E  ngrossing  Clerk  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Enrolling  Clerk  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kilcrease  nominated  J.  G.  Smith,  of  Gadsden  County. 

The  vote  was : 

For  Smith— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes, 
Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Provence,  Smith.  Stewart  and 
Tracey— 14. 

Mr.  Smith  was  declared  duly  elected  Enrolling  Clerk  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr.  Long  nominated  J.  G.  Park,  of  Waknlla  County. 

The  vote  was  : 

For  Park— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Prinson,  Cone,  Eppes, 
Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Provence,  Smith,  Stewart  and 
Tracey— 14. 

Mr.  Park  was  declared  duly  elected  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

The  Senate  ihen  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Door-keepar  and 
Messenger. 

Mr.  Bird  nominated  John  White,  of  Jefferson  County. 

Mr.  Myrick  nominated  John  Kelly. 

The  vote  was  : 

For  White — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Filor, 
Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Provence  and  Stewart — 10. 

For  Kellt— ^Messrs.  Eppes,  Gillis,  Myrick,  Smith  and  Tracey— 
5. 

Mr.  White  was  declared  duly  elected  Door-keeper. 

The  officers  elect,  except  Mr.  Parker,  appeared  at  the  desk  of  the 
Secretary  and  were  sworn  by  the  Hon.  T.  J.  Eppes,  a  Notary 
Public. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes, 

The  Senator  from  Gadsden  was  excused  from  attendance  in  the 
Senate  for  the  period  of  three  days. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,  M. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  29th,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being  pres* 
ent,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read,  corrected  and  appro- 
ved. 

Hon.  E.  D.  Tracey  presented  the  credentials  of  Edward  Hopkhis^ 
die  Senator  elect  from  the  14th  District 
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Mr.  Hopkins  presented  himself^  and  was  duly  sworn  by  Ti  S 
£ppes,  a  Notary  Public. 

B.  F.  Parker,  who  was  yesterday  elected  Engrossing  Clerk,  present^ 
ed  himself  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  Rules  of  the  last  session  of  the  Sen- 
ate were  adopted  as  the  Rules  of  the  present  Senate  until  other 
Rules  be  adopted. 

A  Committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House 
was  organized  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Long  moved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
inform  the  House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  is  now  organized 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  business ; 

Which  motion  was  carried,  and  Messrs.  Long,  Filor  and  Cone 
were  appointed  said  Committee,  and  afterwards  returned  and  re- 
ported that  they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them. 

Mr.  Long  moved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  act 
with  a  similar  Committee  from  the  House  to  wait  upon  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  and  inform  him  that  the  General  Assembly  is 
now  organized  and  ready  to  receive  any  communication  that  he 
may  be  pleased  to  address  them ; 

Which  motion  was  sustained;  and  Messrs.  Long,  Brinson  and 
Eppes  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  inform  him  that  the  Senate  was  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  he  might  have  to  make,  <kc.,  returned  and  report- 
ed that  they  had  performed  that  duty,  and  that  his  Excellency  would 
communicate  with  the  Senate  instanter. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  His  Excellency  die 
Governor,  and  ordered  to  be  read : 


GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, ) 
Tallahassee^  November  24, 1864*     j 

jPelloW'Citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  Sov^e  of  Mepresentativea : 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  welcome  you  to  the  Seat  of  Gov* 
ernment,  and  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  favorable  cir* 
cumstances  under  which  you  have  assembled* 

During  the  year  now  nearly  closed,  our  State  appears  to 
Ibiavebeen  especially  favored  by  Divine  Frovidence«  Wliil0 
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some  sections  have  been  visited  with  drought,  and  oth« 
ers  with  storms  and  floods,  we  have  enjojed  a  propitious 
season.  The  earth  has  rewarded  the  diligent  husbandman 
with  a  fair  harvest,  and  with  remunerating  prices  for  our 
great  staple,  we  may  expect  throughout  our  borders  a  state 
of  prosperity  which  should  be  highly  satisfactory.  But 
this  is  not  the  only  or  even  the  more  important  evidence  of 
such  favor. 

Disease  and  death  have  visited  many  sections  of  our 
common  country  with  unrelenting  violence.  Insatiable  in 
their  demands,  they  have  spared  neither  age  nor  sex.  Their 
victims  have  been  claimed  from  every  class  and  condition 
— ^the  tenant  of  the  hovel  and  the  palace  have  alike  be* 
come  the  tenants  of  the  grave.  The  benevolent  physician, 
as  he  has  been  ministering  to  the  sick  and  dying,  has  been 
stricken  and  called  to  his  reward  1  The  man  of  God,  while 
pointing  out  to  dying  penitents  the  road  to  Heaven,  has 
himself  been  summoned  to  that  blessed  abode  I  Human 
sympathy  has  been  awakened,  and  human  benevolence  has 
made  willing  sacrifices  ;  but  no  sacrifices,  however  noble, 
no  sympathy,  however  earnest,  could  do  more  than  miti-. 
gate  suffering.  Death  has  dpne  its  work,  and  whole  com- 
munities have  been  clothed  with  the  habiliments  of  mourn- 
ing. Against  such  visitations,  our  commonwealth  has  been 
mercifuUy  protected.  The  general  health  of  our  people 
has  rarely  been  better,  and  while  the  aflSictions  with  which 
our  sister  communities  have  been  visited,  applies  most  for- 
cibly to  us  the  admonition,  "  be  ye  also  ready,"  our  extra* 
ordinary  exemption  calls  upon  us  for  the  most  humble  and 
devout  gratitude  to  that  beneficent  Being  who,  while  He 
rules  in  the  armies  of  Heaven,  deigns  to  mii^ister  to  His 
features  on  earth. 

The  Oonstitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Executire  to 
"give  to  the  General  Assembly  information  of  the  state  of 
the  Government,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration 
inch  measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient."    In  discharge 
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of  this  dntj,  I  beg  leave  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  ac- 
companying 

OFFICIAL  HEPOETS. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Treasurer  shows  that  the  revenue  of 
the  State  for  the  year  preceding  the  Ist  November,  has 
been  considerably  in  excess  of  the  disbursements,  and  that 
the  finances  are  in  a  healthy  and  satisfactory  condition. — 
The  amounts  borrowed  from  the  different  State  funds,  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  suppressing  Indian  hostilities,  have 
not  yet  been  refunded  by  the  Federal  Government,  and 
it  may  become  necessary  for  the  General  Assembly  at  itft 
present  session,  to  make  further  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  first,  and  perhaps  the  second  instalments  of  the 
script,  authorized  by  the  last  General  Assembly  to  be  is- 
sued, under  an  Act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  Captain  Sparkman's,  Parker's  and  other  Vol- 
unteer Companies,  for  services  in  the  yeai>  1849."  Ac- 
companying this  Eeport  is  the  Treasurer's  accounts  with 
the  Seminary,  School,  and  Internal  Improvement  funds, 
which,  with  the  accompanying  accounts  of  Major  Beard, 
the  Comptroller,  charged  by  law  with  the  investment,  will 
show  the  amount  and  present  condition  of  these  various 
funds,  so  far  as  they  have  been  paid  over  into  the  Treasury. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Eegister  of  Public  Lands  furnishes 
a  most  satisfactory  exhibit  of  the  transactions  of  his  oflSce 
during  the  past  two  years,  with  the  balances  remaining  un- 
paid on  account  of  sales  for  the  various  funds  committed 
to  his  charge,  and  which  have,  therefore,  never  gone  into 
the  Treasurer's  accounts.  I  would  here  remark,  that  such 
is  the  complication  of  duties  under  the  law,  governing 
these  funds,  that  to  procure  information  of  their  condition 
and  extent,  a  careful  examination  of  the  Eegister's,  Treas- 
urer's and  Comptroller's  accounts  is  necessary.  It  is  re- 
spectfully suggested  that  these  accounts  might  be  simpli- 
fied without  detriment  to  the  public  interest. 

The  accounts  of  the  Eegister  are  accompanied  by  such 
suggestions,  on  the  subjects  of  Seminaries  and  Common 
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Schools,  as  his  observation  and  experience  have  qualified 
him  to  oflTer ;  and  to  these  your  attention  is  respectfully 
invited.  It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  more  has  not 
beeu  eflfected,  in  the  way  of  organizing  Common  Schools, 
but  I  apprehend  that  this  is  not  attributable  to  the  want 
of  a  proper  interest  in  the  subject,  by  those  to  whom  the 
law  has  committed  it,  nor  to  the  want  of  epergy  in  the  law 
itself,  but  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  fund.  T^e  increase 
of  this  fund  is  a  matter  of  great  Stat^  interest,  and  should 
enlist  the  talents  and  efforts  of  every  citi^n.  Until  Inch 
increase  is  effected,  it  can  hardly  be  ^icpected  ^hat  tl^e  ben? 
efits  of  tl\e  system  can  become  general. 

The  Eeport  is  accompanied  by  a  Eeport  from  the  Board 
of  Education  of  the  State  Seminary  at  Ocala,  in  East  Flor- 
ida, suggesting  measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  fund, 
and  showing  the  condition  of  the  institution,  to  which  I 
invite  your  attention. 

The  Eeport  required  by  law  to  be  made  to  tl^e  General 
Assembly,  by  the  Attorney  General,  accompanies  this 
communication.  You  are  respectfully  referred  to  }t  for 
valuable  suggestions  on  the  subject  of  our  Quarantine  laws, 
Pilotage  at  Key  West,  and  for  a  statement  of  the  present 
condition  of  the  suit  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  between  this  State  and  Georgia,  to  settle 
tbe  question  of  boundary.  On  this  subject  I  will,  at  some 
ef^^ly  day,  make  to  the  General  Assembly  a  special  com- 
munication. 

The  resignation  of  Major  John  Beard,  as  Comptroller  of 
ilje  Treasury,  created  a  vacancy  which  was  filled  by  the  ap? 
pointment  of  Theodore  W.  Brevard,  to  perve  until  the  last 
day  of  the  present  session  of  the  General  Assembly.  On 
the  2d  of  October  last,  I  granted  to  the  Comptroller  a  tem- 
poraiy  leave  of  absenpe,  and  have  since  extended  it^  in  ppur 
sequence  of  his  having  accidentally  received  a  serioi^  |nr 
jury,  which  has  prevented  his  return  up  to  this  date.  J 
have  made  no  ad  interim  appointment,  because  I  desired 
the  beiiefit  of  his  suggestions  on  the  subject  of  revenue, 
28  ^ 
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Ac.  It  is  hoped  that  he  will  be  able  to  return  and  reanm^ 
his  duties  at  an  early  daj,  when  his  report  will  be  comma* 
nicated  to  the  General  Aesemblj. 

Tour  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  General  Be- 
port  of  the  State  Engineer  and  Geologist,  with  the  accom- 
panying reports,  marked  A.  B.  and  0.  The  Board  of  In- 
temal  Improvement  will  meet  in  Tallahassee  on  Monday 
the  4th  prox.,  after  which  I  may  make  to  the  General  As- 
sembly a  communication  on  some  of  the  points  embraced 
in  th^  General  Eeport. 

The  report  of  the  Quartermaster  General  shows  the  nnra» 
ber  and  condition  of  the  State  arms,  and  the  letter  of  Col* 
Oraig  of  the  Ordnance  Department,  and  the  account  cur- 
rent between  the  State  and  the  General  Government,  here- 
with communicated,  shows  tlie  extent  of  our  indebtedness 
for  arms  over-drawn.  This  State  has  made  no  report  of  her 
military  strength  since  the  year  1845,  and  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  the  apportionment  of  arms  to  us  has  been 
annually  diminishing.  We  have  no  military  organization 
worthy  of  the  name,  and  cannot  expect  to  have  until  the 
State  is  prepared  to  pay  at  least  the  expenses  of  some  pa- 
triotic and  public  spirited  citizen,  who  will  devote  his  time 
and  talents  to  the  work.  A  report  from  the  Adjutant 
General's  office  in  1845,  secured  us  an  annual  apportion- 
ment of  arms  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  what  is  esti- 
mated as  the  equivalent  of  836  muskets,  and  we  have  paid 
more  than  four  thousand  dollars  to  have  them  preserved* 
The  arms  now  on  hand  will  soon  have  cost  the  State  more 
than  their  value,  and  as  there  is  under  our  present  organi- 
zation no  prospect  of  receiving  additions  for  the  next  fif- 
teen years,  I  respectfully  suggest  to  the  General  Assembly 
that  suitable  provision  be  made  for  the  efficient  organiza- 
tion of  the  Militia  of  the  State,  or  that  the  office  of  Quar- 
termaster General  be  abolished,  and  the  arms  turned  over^ 
with  the  other  State  property,  to  the  Treasury. 

V  SAULBDES. 

Tl)e  ooQfttitutional  provisioo  that  ths  oompensatioa  ot 
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the  Gov^emor  ^^  shall  not  be  increased,  or  diminished,  du^ 
ring  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,"  re- 
lieves me  from  any  embarrassment  in  calling  jonr  attention 
to  the  subject  of  salaries.  When  most  of  the  present  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  connected  with  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment were  fixed,  the  expenses  of  living  were  less — the 
price  of  labor  less — and  the  duties  of  the  officers  much  less 
xHierous  than  at  present.  Under  the  present  scale,  no  man 
having  a  family  to  support  can  afford  to  accept  an  office  in 
the  Executive  Department,  unless  he  has  a  residence  of  his 
own  at  the  capital,  with  his  own  servants,  and  is  so  situa- 
ted as  to  be  able  to  add  something  to  his  salary  income* 
The  salary  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  who  is  required 
to  find  good  and  sufficient  security  for  seventy-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  is  charged  with  the  risk^  not  only  of  re- 
ceiving and  disbursing  the  revenues  of  the  State,  but  with 
the*preservation  of  the  State's  property,  and  the  safe  keep- 
ing, disbursement,  &c.,  of  the  large  and  increasing  amounts 
of  money  and  bonds  belonging  to  the  Seminary,  School  and 
Internal  Improvement  Funds,  is  several  hundred  dollars 
per  annum  less  than  is  paid  by  the  merchants  of  this  city 
for  competent  book-keepers*  The  subject  is  one  which  calls 
for  examination,  and  is  respectfully  submitted  for  yourcon* 
sideration. 

INVIANS, 

The  General  Assembly,  at  its  last  session,  passed  an  act 
for  the  final  removal  of  the  Indians  from  the  State,  «nd  for 
other  purposes.  That  act  required  the  Governor  to  raise 
one  Brigade,  to  be  composed  of  one  Raiment  of  Mounted 
Volunteers,  and  one  Begiment  of  Infiintry,  of  not  more 
than  one  thousand  men  each.  It  required  him  to  commis- 
sion the  officers  elected^  including  the  Brigadier  General 
elected  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
when  organized,  to  tender  the  Brigade  to  the  General  Gor- 
emment  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians. 

These  duties  were  purely  executory,  and  finding  them 
wholly  imexeoated  at  the  date  of  my  qualification,  I  com» 
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ftiissioned  Allen  G.  Johnson,  who  had  been  elected  ;6rigfi- 
aier  General  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  placed  him 
Tinder  orders  to  raise  his  Brigade,  with  a  view  to  tendering 
it  to  the  General  Government  as  required  by  the  act. 

He  reports  to  me  that  the  Mottnted  Regiment  is  enrolled 
fand  ready  for  organization,  but  that  he  has  not  been  able 
to  raise  a  single  company  of  Infantry,  and  doubts  whether, 
tinder  existing  circumstances,  that  Eegiment  can  be  pro- 
cured. 1?his  being  the  case,  I  have. been  unable  to  organ- 
ize the  JBrigade  ias  required  by  the  act,  ^nd  have  conse- 
quently made  ho  tender  of  its  services  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. The  furthier  duties  required  of  the  Governor  in 
executing  the  law,  were  madfe  to  depend  upon  tlie  Govern- 
ment's refusing  to  accept  the  services  of  tne  Brigade,  and 
upon  several  other  contingencies,  neither  of  which  has  oc- 
curred. I  have,  therefore,  issued  no  bonds  and  incurred 
no  obligations  for  the  State ;  and  whilst  1  have  at  all  times 
been  ready  to  act  promptly  in  discharging  the  duties  as- 
signed me,  I  have  not  fotind  it  necessary  to  make  further 
use  of  the  powers  which  the  act  conferred  upon  the  Execu- 
tive. 

The  failure  to  raise  the  regiment  of  Infantry,  renders  i 
material  modification  of  the  law  necessary,  and  it  is  possi- 
.  tie  that  your .  deliberations  may  lead  you  to  consider  im- 
portant changes  desirable.  I  am  advised  by  Capt.  Casey j 
the  agent  of  the  Governnient,  that  the  Indians  are  peace- 
ably disposed,  and  he  expresses  the  opinion  that  a  rigid 
enforcement  of  the  State  law  prohibiting  all  persons  fronl 
trading  with  them,  or  in  any  manner  furnishing  them  sup- 
plies, will  lead  at  no  distant  day  to  their  peaceable  emi- 
gration. Having  received  information  that  the  law  had 
been  violated,  I  instructed  the  District  Attorney  for  th^ 
Bouthem  District  to  enquire  into  the  matter,  and  to  use  hid 
best  efforts  to  convict  and  punish  the  violators. 

The  duty  of  removing  these  Indians  from  our  State,  has 
\>een  transferred  by  the  present  Administration  from  thd 
Interior  to  the  War  Department,  and  is  now  in  the  hands 
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t^lf  General  Davis — ^a  man  who,  as  a  statesmdil  ftnd  a  sob 
dier,  has  always  been  equal  to  his  duty.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  while  he  greatly  desires  to  effect  the  object 
peaceably,  he  will  use  coercive  measures  if  necessary,  and 
that  the  Government  is  not  entertaining  the  idea  of  adopt- 
ing a  policy  which  looks  to  a  permanent  settlement  of  these 
people  within  our  borders.  It  will  be  for  the  General  As- 
sembly to  determine  whether  the  State  will  wait  longer,  or* 
whether  she  will  take  the  matter  into  her  own  hands.  If 
we  determine  to  wait,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
large  discretion  leonferred  on  the  Governor  in  the  law  o^ 
the  last  session  be  repealed,  and  that  some  simple  provis- 
ion for  protection  'in  case  of  emergency  be  substituted.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  determined  to  proceed  at  once  to 
coercive  measures,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
provision  made  in  the  law  of  the  last  session  will  be  found 
inadequate.  The  appropriation  is  too  small  for  such  a  ser- 
vice, and  the  means  provided  for  raising  the  money  would 
probably  be  unreliable  in  the  present  state  of  financial  de» 
rangements.  The  question  is  submitted  to  you,  as  the  peo- 
ple's representatives,  with  a  confidence  that  it  will  receive 
that  careful  consideration  and  prudent  action  which  its 
delicacy  and  importance  demand. 

INTERNAL   IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  framtrs  of  the  Constitution  were  deeply  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  a  liberal  system  of  Internal  Im- 
provements, and  provided  that  such  a  system  should  bd 
encouraged  by  our  State  Government.  The  time  has  prob- 
ably arrived  when  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  our  constitu- 
ents requires  us  to  fix  upbn  and  adopt  a  State  system,  and 
determine  {he  extent  to  which  we  can,  as  ia.  Government, 
aid  in  its  construction.  To  determine  these  points,  and 
act  upon  such  determination,  is  to  affect  for  weal  or  forwo6 
the  best  interests  of  our  commonwealth,  and  therefore  in- 
volves grave  and  important  responsibilities.  So  far  ad 
these  may  attach  properly  to  the  Executive  Department, 
I  am  prepared  to  assume  them,  and  feel  no  hesitation  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14 

declaring  that  in  toy  judgment  no  State  system  will  be 
Worthy  of  the  name  which  fails  to  connect  Femandina,  or 
some  other  equally  accessible  point  on  oar  Atlantic  Coast, 
with  Tampa  Bay  in  the  South  and  Pensacola  Bay  in  the 
West.  These  two,  as  great  main  ^trunks,  would  form  the 
basis  of  a  system  which  would  be  worthy  of  the  "  sea  girt 
State."  Less  than  these  would  be  unworthy  of  our  envia- 
ble geographical  position.  These  trunks  would  throw  off 
their  branches,  or  feeders,  to  every  point  where  a  sufScient 
commerce  would  invite  them,  and  thus,  not  only  every  sec- 
tion of  our  State,  but  almost  every  County,  would  share  in 
their  benefits. 

It  has  been  doubted  by  some  whether  such  Roads  would 
pay,  I  have  not  shared  in  such  doubts«  Few  if  any  Roads 
in  the  South,  according  to  their  length,  pass  through  Iar«^ 
ger  portions  of  rich  agricultural  country  than  these,  and 
none  probably  through  a  greater  extent  of  pine  forests, 
ad^tpted  to  the  business  of  lumber  and  naval  stores.  It  is 
uniformly  conceded  that  Roads  relieved  from  undue  com- 
petition, pay  well  in  good  cotton  growing  districts,  but  it  is 
not  generally  understood  that  one  man  employed  in  the 
turpentine  business,  will  furnish  more  freight  to  a  Railroad, 
than  ten  men  engaged  in  the  culture  of  cotton.  And  yet 
such  is  the  case.  It  has  been  demonstrated  by  at  least  one 
of  our  Southern  Companies,  that  where  a  Road  passes  in 
equal  portions  through  a  pine  forest  unfit  for  cultivatioui 
but  abounding  in  naval  stores,  and  through  a  rich  agricul- 
tural district,  the  forest  furnishes  freight  ten  times  as  great 
as  the  agriculture.  In  our  case,  the  two  sources  of  supply 
Ere  happily  combined-^Cotton  and  Sugar,  with  tropical 
fruits^  &c.,  for  winter  transportation,  and  naval  stores  and 
lumber  for  the  summer.  Thus  provided,  it  can  hardly  be 
doubted  that  the  local  business  offered  to  these  Roads, 
would  be  at  least  equal  to  that  done  on  any  Roads  in  the 
Southern  States. 

But  this  is  not  all.  It  must  be  remembered  that  more 
than  one  half  of  all  the  produce  exported  from  the  United 
States  passes  through  the  Golf  of  Mexico,  and  aroand  the 
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Feninsnla  of  Florida.  The  articles  received  in  exchange 
fer  this,  are  doomed  to  the  same  tedious,  hazardous  and  ex- 
pensive navigation ;  and  when  we  recollect  that  the  extra 
insurance  on  nearly  all  light  goods,  added  to  the  loss  of  in- 
terest by  detention,  would  more  than  pay  the  whole  freight 
from  New  York  to  their  place  of  destination,  we  may  rea- 
sonably infer  that  the  through  freight  would  be  an  item  of 
no  small  importance. 

But  these,  however  ample,  would  not  be  our  only  sources 
of  income.  Our  geographical  position  would  of  necessity 
make  our  roads  great  mail  routes,  and  the  most  important 
thoroughfares  of  travel  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
oceans.  It  is  doubted,  whether  their  income  from  through 
travel,  would  be  equaled  by  any  two  American  roads  of 
similar  length,  south  of  New  York.  To  these  advantages, 
local  and  geographical,  may  be  added  another  worthy  of 
consideration.  The  right  of  way,  it  is  believed,  could  be 
procured  on  both  lines,  at  a  cost  merely  nominal ;  both 
roads  would  pass  through  country  abounding  in  the  very 
best  timber  for  superstructure,  and  which,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, has  been  graded  by  nature,  enabling  us,  it  is  believ- 
ed, to  build  first  class  roads  at  much  less  expense  than  any 
of  our  neighbors.  When  we  consider  all  these  advanta- 
ges, and  contrast  them  with  other  enterprises  already  com- 
pleted, which  are'  paying  good  dividends,  and  whose  stock 
is  in  demand  at,  and  above  par,  it  is  difficult  to  resist  the 
impression,  that  our  General  Assembly  acted  wisely  in 
fixing  a  limit  beyond  which  the  annual  profits  of  these 
companies  should  not  be  extended. 

But  suppose  we  are  mistaken  in  the  extent  of  business 
which  would  be  thrown  upon  these  roads,  and  consequent- 
ly in  the  amount  of  profit  to  be  derived  from  the  invest- 
ment, we  should  even  then  find  ourselves  abundantly  re* 
warded,  in  having  appropriated  to  purposes  of  profitable 
trade,  at  least  three  of  the  finest  harbors  in  the  South,-— in 
having  built  up,  within  our  own  borders,  three  cities  des- 
tined to.  become  great  marts  of  commerce— in  hAYing  re* 
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moved  the  Inaccessibility,  wliich  has  hung  like  an  incnmbna 
around  us — in  having  increased  the  happiness,  augmented 
the  wealth,  and  secured  the  prosperity  of  our  people,  and 
last,  though  not  least,  in  having  blotted  sectionalism  from 
the  map  of  Florida,  and  made  our  people  one  in  interest 
^nd  feeling. 

That  all  these,  and  other  advantages  would  follow  the 
completion  of  these  great  enterprises,  I  have  no  doubt,  and 
that  they  are  worthy  of  the  highest  efforts  of  our  Govern- 
ment and  people,  there  can  be  no  question.  Let  us,  there"« 
fore,  turn  our  attention  to  another,  and  controlling  consid- 
eration connected  with  the  subject. 

Have  we  the  ability  ?  To  what  extent  can  the  State  en-i 
gage  in  these  enterprises  consistently  with  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  people,  and  without  a  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ?  These  are  questions  which  deserve,  and  will  doubt- 
less receive,  your  earnest  and  anxious  consideration. 

The  2nd  Sec.  of  the  8th  Article  of  the  Constitution  de^ 
clares  as  follows :  "  No  other  or  greater  amount  of  tax  or 
revenue,  shall  at  any  time  be  levied,  than  may  be  required 
for  the  necessary  expenses  of  Government."  The  13tl\ 
Sec.  of  the  13th  Article  declares,  that  "  The  General  As- 
sembly shall  not  pledge  the  laith  and  credit  of  the  State  to 
raise  funds  in  aid  of  any  corporation  whatsoever." 

Whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  of  the  wisdom  of 
these  provisions,  all  will  agree  that  they  prohibit  the  gov- 
ernment from  resorting  to  taxation  in  aid  of  internal  im- 
provements, and  deprive  this  State  of  that  description  of 
credit,  upon  which  others  have  relied,  to  the  greatest  extent, 
for  the  success  of  such  enterprises.  We  are  not,  however, 
prevented  from  using  money,  and  other  assets,  which  wo 
may  at  any  time  have,  that  are  applicable  tp  this  purpose, 
in  such  manner  as  we  may  consider  most  advantageous ; 
and  to  this  part  of  the  subject  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  par-  ' 
ticular  attention. 

The  Report  of  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  shows  saleq 
of  Litemal  Improvement  land  to  the  amount  of  |228,r 
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131.52,  and  famishes  estimates  for  the  land  unsold,  which 
would  make  the  fund  965,000  dollars.  This,  with  the  in- 
terest already  doe  and  that  will  accumulate  before  the  fund 
will  probably  be  us^,  would  justify  us  in  estimating  it  in 
round  numbers  at  one  million.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
Federal  Government  granted  io  the  State,  in  1850,  all  the 
swamp  and  overflowed  land  remaining  unsold  within  our 
borders  on  the  28th  of  September  of  that  year.  The  se- 
lections under  tliis  grant  have  been  pressed  forward  by  the 
State's  agents  with  commendable  energy,  but  are  not  yet 
completed,  and  many  of  those  made  have  not  yet  received 
the  final  action  of  the  Oomipissioner.  Without  knowing 
the  extent  of  this  fund,  it  may  not  be  extravagant  to  esti- 
mate it  at  8,000,000  acres,  embracing,  with  much  that  is 
worthless,  some  of  the  most  valuable  land  in  the  State. — 
The  value  of  this  fund  has  been  variously  estimated,  but 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  can  be  relied  on  as  a  safe 
and  sufiScient  security  for  two  million  dollars.  This,  ad- 
ded  to  the  Internal  Improvement  fund,  would  give  us  a  re- 
liable security  of  three  million,  with  which  to  commence 
operations.  With  such  a  fund,  we  are  now  called  upon  to 
decide  whether  we  will  begin  the  work  of  frittering  it 
away  in  local  enterprises,  and  as  food  for  local  and  section- 
al prejudices,  or  whether  we  will  adopt  a  great  State  sys- 
tem, and  enter  upon  its  construction  with  a  zeal  and  ener- 
gy that  will  abate  only  with  success — a  system  which  will 
give  us  a  commerce  second  probably  to  no  State  in  the 
South,  which  will  build  up  our  infant  manufactures,  increase 
and  develope  our  agricultural  resources,  improve  thfe  val-^ 
ne  of  our  lands,  fill  up  our  forests  with  an  industrious  and 
happy  population,  and  make  us  a  great*  and  prosperous 
commonwealth.    To  my  mind,  the  path  of  duty  is  plain. 

A  road  from  Fernandina  to  Tampa  Bay,  and  one  from  a 
convenient  point  for  intersection  in  Columbia  county,  to 
Pensacola,  would  not  vary  much  from  an  aggregate  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty  miles.  It  has  been  suggested  that  to 
secure  the  construction  of  these  roads,  the  State  might 
3S 
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ivell  afford  to  make  a  donation  of  all  the  funds;  and  tb^t 
'With,  encli  security,  the  companies  could  readily  obtain  the 
money  necessary  for  building.  Acrain  it  has  been  suggest- 
ed, that  a  loan  of  the  funds  to  the  cotrfpanies,  to  be  used 
as  a  security,  they  agreeing  to  release  them  at  some  future 
day,  and  restore  them  to  the  State,  would,  serve  the  pur- 
pose desired.  To  my  mind^  the  first  plan  proposed  is  un- 
necessary, and  not  likely  tomeet  with  general  accepj;ance. 
It  would,  to  some  e?ctent,  be  unequal  in  the  distribution  of 
its  benefits,  because  there  would  be  no  fund  returned  with 
which  to  aid  in  constructing  the  branch  roads  necessarj' 
to  promote  the  interest  of  a  large  portion  of  the  State,  and 
which  should  be  looked  to  as  a  part  of  the  system.  Nor 
is  this  the  only  objection  to  absorbing  and  sinking  the 
fund.  When  it  has  served  the  purpose  in  aid  of  these  va- 
rious works,  it  should  return  to  bless  our  people,  by  build- 
ing a  school  house  in  every  neighborhood,  and  securing  a 
good  English  education  to  every  child.  To  a  loan  there 
are  grave  objections ;  not  the  least  of  which  is,  that  it 
would  not  be  likely  that  the  fund  would  return  to  the  State. 
The  course,  in  my  judgment,  promising  the  best  results, 
and  calculated  most  certainly  to  succeed,  is  for  the  State, 
with  the  consent  of  the  companies,  to  subscribe  for  stock 
to  the  extent  of  ten  thousand  dollars  per  mile,  to  be  paid 
•in  State  Internal  Improvement  bonds,  payable  in  ten  years, 
bearing  interest,  and  to  be  delivered  as  required  for  the 
progress  of  the  work  ;  the  payment  for  the  principal  and 
interest  of  tTiese  bonds  to  be  secured  by  the  hypothecation 
to  the  companies  of  all  the  Internal  Improvement  and 
Bwamp  land  funds,  together  with  the  stock  for  which  the 
bonds  were  given. 

The  subscriptions  should  be  accompanied  by  a  contract 
on  the  part  of  the  State,  to  sell  the  stock  to  the  companies 
or  their  assignees  at  par,  whenever  they  desired  it,  for  the 
bonds  at  par.  Thus  the  companies  would  be  secured  by 
the  bonds  of  the  State,  the  stock  for  which  they  were  giv- 
en, the  Internal  Improvement  fund,  the  sw^mp  land  fund. 
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and  the  right  to  convert  the  bonds  into  a  stock  that  would, 
in  my  judgment,  be  second  to  few  in  the  Union.  To  these 
securities  the  c6mpanies  could  add  their  private  subscrip- 
tions by  hypothecating  the  stock  of  the  road,  which,  for 
the  purposes  of  this  argument,  I  will  estimate  at  the  sum 
of  two  million,  or  four  thousand  dollars  per  mile.  So  far 
as  securing  a  loan  would  be  concerned,  the  companies  could 
make  the  State's  securities  as  .fully  available  as  if  they 
owned  the  fund  as  a  donation  ;  and  the  fact  that  the  State 
had  ^manifested  her  confidence  in  them,  by  large  subscrip- 
tions Jto  th^r  stock,  would  greatly  aid  their  negotiations. 
In  this  respect  the  companies  would  be  benefitted,  while 
the  right  to  convert  the  bonds  into  stock  at  par  would  en- 
able them  to  appropriate  to  themselves,  if  they  should  de- 
sire, the  advantages  of  the  whole  enterprise,  as  fully  as  if 
the  State  had  loaned  the  fund. 

In  speakyjg  of  the  securities  wJiich  such  a  subscription 
would  enable  these  Companies,  to  offer,  it  will  be  observed 
that  I  have  said  nothing  of  grants  of  land  by  the  General 
Government,  and  these,  in  some  shape,  they  will  doubtless 
receive. 

The  course  which  I  have  suggested  would,  I  think,  se- 
cure the  early  construction  of  both  roads,  and  the  State 
may  be  easily  protected  from  loss  or  embarrassment  by 
throwing  the  necessary  safe-guards  aroutid  the  subscription 
and  the  issue  of  bonds. 

I  have  thus,  Fellow-Citizens,  expressed  my  opinions  fully 
and  frankl^  on  this  subject.  They  are  submitted  for  your 
consideration.  Should  the  course  which  I  have  suggested 
fail  to  command  your  approbation,  then  will  I  most  cheer- 
fully co-operate  with  you  in  any  other  which  promises 
greater  benefits,  and  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution.  That  your  united  wisdom  will  enable 
you  to  adopt  some  system  of  operations  which  will  secure 
the  advantages  so  much  desired,  and  at  the  same  time  be 
safe  and  judicious,  I  have  no  doubt ;  and  having  adopted 
it,  let  ns  taVe  as  our  motto,  "  Eraergy  and  Action. '' 
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OHABTEBS. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  its  last  session,  granted  several 
charters,  incorporating  Railroad  Companies,  and  among 
them  one  styled  the  Pensacola  and  Georgia  Eailroad  Com- 
pany. That  charter  gives  a  floating  Eastern  terminus  to  be 
fixed  by  the  directors  of  the  company,  at  any  point  they 
may  select  on  the  line  dividing' this  State  from  the  State  of 
Georgia.  A  road  built  under  it  from  Pensacola  to  the 
junction  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee,  theie  to  connect 
with  a  Georgia  road  to  skirt  our  borders  to  the  Atlaijtic, 
would  prove  a  dangerous  if  not  a  successful  rival  of  one  of 
our  great  State  lines ;  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that, 
with  the  consent  of  the  company,  the  charter  be  so  modified 
as  to  locate  its  Eastern  terminus  at  Fernandina,  or  at  such 
point  on,  or  near  the  Florida  Eailroad,  as  the  company  may 
designate,  and  that  there  be  authority  conferred  to  con- 
struct a  branch  road,  if  they  desire,  to  the  line  ♦f  the  State 
of  Georgia  at  some  point  east  of  the  Alapaha  river. 

So  far  as  Eailroads  are  concerned,  it  is  believed  that  we 
now  have  charters  on  our  Statute  Book  wjiich,  with  some 
unimportant  amendments,  will  be  found  suflScient  for  the 
present  wants  of  the  State.  The  construction  of  these  roads 
m^y  be  greatly  embarrassed  by  the  grant  of  charters  for 
rival  routes,  and  I  respectfully  suggest,  that  all  such  appli- 
cations be  carefully  examined  before  being  acted  on. 

I  received  from  the  Secretary  of  a  Commercial  Conven- 
tion held  in  the  city  of  Charleston  in  June  lasL  a  copy  of 
certain  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  the  Pacific  Eailroad, 
accompanied  by  a  communication  from  a  committee  char- 
ged by  the  Convention  with  certain  duties,  and  enclosing 
copies  of  bills,  &c.,  on  which  the  action  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  State  is  requested.  They  are  herewith  com- 
municated and  your  attention  respectfully  invited  to  the 
consideration  of  the  application. 

TAXATION. 

The  Constitution  requires  the  General  Assembly  to 
Adopt  "  an  equal  and  uniform  mode  of  taxation.''    This 
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requirement  should  be  obeyed,  or  the  section  amended. 
Justice  would  seem  to  require  the  State  to  distribute  the 
burthens  of  Government  as  she  does  its  benefits — that  those 
who  receive  the  same  measure  of  protection  should  contri- 
bute the  same  amount  to  the  revenue.  This  is  indeed  the 
policy  indicated  by  the  Constitution,  but  I  respecttuUy  sug- 
gest that  the  present  revenue  laws  of  the  State  fail  to  put 
it  into  practice.  The  law  imposes  a  capitation  and  prop- 
ty  tax  upon  Lawyers,  Doctors,  Weighers,  Inspectors  and 
Pilots,  just  as  it  does  upon  Planters,  Manufacturers,  Mer- 
chants and  Teachers  ;  and  yet,  in  the  case  of  the  former, 
a  tax  is  required  on  their  income,  which  is  not  required  on 
the  income  of  the  latter.  The  Government  confers  no  more 
protection  upon  the  profession  of  law  or  medicine,  than  if 
does  upon  those  of  agriculture  or  manufactures,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  vindicate  the  justice  of  a  law  which  imposes 
upon  them  an  unequal  portion  of  the  burthens  of  Govern- 
ment. Not  are  these  the  only  classes  against  whom  the  in- 
equality operates.  A  planter  in  the  country  purchases  two 
thousand  acres  of  second  rate  land,  for  twenty  thousand 
dollars — he  constructs  a  princely  mansion  and  makes  other 
impovements  worth  twenty  thousand  more — he  stocks  his 
plantation  with  horses,  mules,  implements  of  husbandry, 
&c.,  at*  a  cost  of  five  thousand,  and  furnishes  his  house  at 
a  cost  of  another  five  thousand,  making  an  estate  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  on  which  he  receives  the  protection  of  the 
Crovernment,  and  for  this  he  pays  8J  mills  per  acre  on  his 
land,  or  the  sum  of  sixteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  A  me- 
chanic or  manufacturer,  whose  occupation  requires  him  to 
reside  in  a  town  or  city,  invests  fifty  thousand  dollars  in 
houses  and  lots  for  his  residence,  workshops,  &c.  On  this 
investment  he  receives  the  protection  of  the  Government, 
and  because  it  happens  to  be  within  the  corporate  limits 
of,  even  a  villa,  he  pays  twenty-two  cents  on  eVery  hun- 
dred dollars  value  thereof,  or  the  handsome  little  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  dollars.  Here  ar^  two  citizens  en- 
joying the  same  measui'e  of  protection,  and  under  a  consti- 
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tutlon  which  requires  a  "uniform  mode  of  taxation,"  and 
yet  one  pays  towards  the  support  of  the  Government  more 
than  six  times  the  amount  paid  by  the  other.  Again  the  citi- 
zen who  has  his  estate  invested  at  interest,  or  in  property 
which  pays  a  valuation  assessment,  contributes  twenty-two 
cents  on  each  hundred  dollars ;  whereas  at  the  present 
value  of  slave  property,  it  pays  but  little,  if  any,  over  half 
as  much.  A  man  who  owns  a  saw  mill  worth  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  pays  a  tax  of  eight  dollars  and  eighty  cents  ; 
whereas  his  neighbor,  who  owns  one  thousand  head  of  cat-p 
tie  worth  the  same  amount,  pays  only  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents.  Can  this  be  '*  an  equal  and  uniform  mode  of  taxa- 
tion ?"  If  it  is  not,  then  I  apprehend  that  it  does  not  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  Constitution.  The  question  is  one 
of  importance,  because  it  affects  the  relative  burthens  im- 
posed, and  benefits  conferred,  upon  every  citizen  by  the 
Government  of  his  State.  It  is  submitted  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  General  Assembly,  and  I  respectfully  recom-r 
mend  that  such  modifications  be  made  as  will  conform  the 
law  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  requirements  of  the  Com 
stitution. 

»  CRIMINAL   PEOSECUTIONS. 

The  expenses  of  prosecuting  criminals  in  this  State,  have 
greatly  increased  within  the  last  few  years.  For  the  fiscal 
year  1850,  they  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $7,457.24 ;  for  the 
fiscal  year  1853  to  §13,172.91,  and  for  the  last  fiscal  year 
to  $13,086.66,  being  an  incre{\se  of  nearly  eighty  per  cent, 
in  four  years.  From  snch  an  increase  of  expense  we  would 
naturally  infer  an  incresise  of  business,  and  consequent 
augmentation  of  the  receipts  from  that  source ;  but  such  is 
not  the  case.  The  fines  collected  in  1850  amounted  to  $1,- 
924.10,  whereas  the  fines  collected  in  1854  were  only  $!,_ 
626.60,  showing  that  while  the  expenses  increased  80  per 
cent.,  the  collections  decreased  over  15  per  cent.  The  pay. 
ment  into  the  Treasury  from  this  source,  amounts  to  less 
than  one  fortieth  part  of  the  State's  revenue,  while  the 
^inount  paid  out  is  more  th;in  one  fifth  of  the  entire  expen^ 
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ses  of  the  State  Government.  This  subject  merits  a  care- 
ful investigatioH,  and  is  submitted  for  your  consideration 
with  the  hope  that  the  source  of  the  evil  will  be  found,  and 
the  proper. remedy  applied. 

eetaileb's  license. 

That  there  is  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  the  people  of 
this  State  on  the  subjeot  of  license  generally,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  and  that  the  question  has  to  some  extent,  and 
will  probably  to  a  still  greater  extent,  be  carried  to  the  bal- 
lot box  in  our  political  elections,  we  have  reason  to  fear. 
Like  every  question  affecting  the  people,  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  them  for  settlement,  and  this  I  think  may  readily 
be  done.  The  revenue  laws  of  this  State  restrict  the  Boards 
of  County  Commissioners,  in  the  exercise  of  the  taxing 
power,  to  levying  a  tax  not  greater  than  one  lialf  of  the  tax 
levied  by  the  State,  and  this  restriction  has  been  held  to 
apply  also  to  the  question  of  license.  All  that  is  necessary 
to  enable  each  County  in  the  State  to  decide  the  question 
for  itself,  is  to  remove  the  restriction  on  the  taxing  power. 
The  issue  would  then  be  changed  from  our  political  to  our 
County  elections,  and  would  be  contested  in  the  selection 
of  the  Boards  of  County  Commissioners.  These  elections, 
it  will  be  remembered,  come  oflf  when  there  is  no  political 
contest  in  the  State,  and  would  be  relieved  from  all  party 
bias.  If  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  is  a  great  evil,  the 
people  should  have  the  right  to  relieve  themselves  from  its 
influence,  and  whether  it  is  or  is  tot  ^uch  an  evil,  those  af- 
fected by  it  should  have  the  right  to  judge. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  its  last  session,  passed  an  act 
providing  that  "  retailers  of  spirituolis  liquors  shall  pay 
annually  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars"  for  a  license. 
This  law,  I  am  of  opinion,  has  been  highly  beneficial,  but 
it  is  urged,  and  with  good  reason,  that  it  is  unequal  in  its 
operation.  It  attempts  to  lessen  the  number  of  retailers, 
but  leaves  untouched  the  dealer  from  one  quart  upwards. 
Should  the  General  Assembly  decline  to  refer  the  question 
to  the  respective  County  Goveniments,  as  I  have  suggest* 
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ed,  then  I  respectfully  recommend  sucb  an  amendment  of 
the  law  as  will  embrace  tliose  who  sell  intoxicating  liquors, 
without  reference  to  the  quantity. 

CESSION   OF  WEST  FLORmA. 

I  have  received  from  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Al- 
abama, a  copy  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  that  State,  approved  February  15,1854,  proposing 
that  the  State  of  Florida  shall  cede  to  the  State  of  Alabama 
all  that  portion  of  her  Territory  lying  west  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochee and  Apalachicola  Rivers,  with  a  request  that  the 
said  resolution  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State.  I  herewith  enclose  it,  and  beg  leave  to  remark  that 
a  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  our  sister  State  would 
transfer  the  city  of  Apalachicola,  the  largest  commercial 
city  in  Florida- — would  transfer  the  Bays  of  St.  Josephs, 
St.  Andrews  and  Pensacola— would  cut  off  from  our  ju- 
risdiction one  of  the  most  interesting  and  valuable  sea 
coasts  in  the  United  States,  and  would  give  to  Alabama 
instead  of  Florida,  at  some  future  day,  the  great  city  of  the 
South.  Such  an  act  of  liberality,  I  humbly  conceive,  is 
more  than  should  be  expected,  and  it  is  not  likely  to  re- 
ceive a  favorable  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  people's 
representatives. 

STATE  LDBEARY. 

The  Library  has  received  large  and  valuable  additions 
during  the  past  year.  The  duties  of  Librarian  have  been 
discharged  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  his  oflSce  has  been 
nsed  as  a  Library  Eoom.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  lar- 
ger room  should  be  provided,  and  a  librarian  appointed, 
with  a  moderate  salary.  The  books  are  of  great  value,  and 
the  duties  of  the  office  are  too  onerous  to  be  made  an  ap- 
pendage, without  compensation,  to  any  office  in  the  Exec- 
utive Department. 

CENSUS  AND  APPOETIONMENT. 

The  duty  of  providing  for  an  enumeration  of  the  inhab- 
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itauts'of  this  State,  and  for  apportioning  the  repreeenta- 
tioii,  will  devolve  upon  the  present  General  Assembly. 

The  Constitution  appears  to  contemplate  the  apportion- 
ment after  the  enumeration,  and  whether  it  will  be  com- 
petent for  the  General  Assembly  to  establish  the  basis  and 
delegate  to  others  the  arrangement  of  details,  &c.,  is  a 
question  worthy  of  consideration. 

In  connection  with  this  enumeration,  I  would  respectful- 
ly suggest  that  k  general  table  of  statistics  be  arranged, 
embracing  most  of  the  subjects  in  the  United  States  Cen- 
sud  of  1850,  and  adding  the  statistics  of  wealth,  including 
everything  of  value. 

AMENDMENTS  OF  THE  CONSTnUTION. 

The  3rd  Sec.  of  the  6th  Article  of  the  Constitution  pro- 
vides that  "  No  President,  Director,  Cashier  or  other  oflS- 
cer  of  any  Banking  Company  in  this  State,  shall  be  eligi- 
ble to  the  oflBce  of  Governor,  Senator  or  Representative  to 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  so  long  as  he  shall  be 
such  President,  Director,  Cashier  or  other  oflScer,  nor  un- 
til the  lapse  of  twelve  months  from  the  time  at  which  he 
shall  have  ceased  to  be  such  President,  Director,  Cashier, 
or  other  officer." 

The  8th  Sec.  of  the  6th  Article  provides  that  "  No  Gov- 
emor,  Justice  ot  the  Supreme  Court,  Chancellor,  or  Judge 
of  this  State,  shall  be  eligible  to  election  or  appointment, 
to  any  other  and  different  station,  or  office,  or  post  of  hon- 
or, or  emolument,  under  this  State,  or  to  the  station  of  Sen- 
ator or  Representative  in  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
until  one  year  after  he  shall  have  ceased  to  be  such  Gov- 
ernor, Justice,  Chancellor,  or  Judge." 

The  10th  Sec.  of  the  6th  Article  provides  that  "  No  Min- 
ister of  the  Gospel  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor, Senator,  or  member  of  the  House  of  Repreeentativei 
of  this  State." 

K  there  were  reasons  existing  at  the  time  when  our  Con- 
gtitution  was  adopted  which  justified  the  partial  disfran- 
chisement of  any  citizen,  except  for  crimes  which  rendered 
4S 
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him  unworthy  of  public  confidence,  it  is  believed  that  they 
no  longer  exist,  and  the  policy  of  excluding  from  ofiSces 
of  trust  any  class  of  citizens,  in  consequence  of  their  occu- 
pation or  profession,  is  exceedingly  questionable.  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention  to  these  sections,  and  respect- 
fully suggest  the  propriety  of  taking  the  necessary  steps 
to  modify  or  repeal  them. 

The  amendment  of  our  Constitution  which  changed  the 
Sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  from  annual  to  biennial, 
was  adopted  mainly  as  a  measure  of  economy.  An  exam- 
ination of  the  average  expenses  of  the  Government  before 
and  since  the  change,  will  show  that  the  results  anticipated 
have  been  but  very  partially  realized.  It  is,  indeed,  doubt- 
ed whether  the  true  interest  of  the  State  does  not  call  for 
a  return  to  annual  sessions.  The  subject  is  worthy  of  the 
careful  consideration  of  the  people's  representatives. 

FEDEBAL    EELATIONS. 

The  present  political  aspect  of  the  non-slaveholding 
States  of  the  Union,  furnishes  cause  for  serious  reflection  and 
apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  South.  In  1850,  we  sub- 
mitted to  a  Compromise,  as  it  was  termed,  which  a  second 
time  branded  us  with  inequality  in  the  Union.  It  deprived 
us  of  our  just  right  to  participate  in  the  settlement  of  Cal- 
ifornia ; — it  dismembered  a  slave  State,  under  a  threat  of 
coercion  by  Federal  arms ; — it  singled  out  from  the  great 
mass  of  property  the  controlling  property  of  the  South,  and 
denied  us  the  privilege  of  converting  it  into  money  in  the 
District  of  Columbia :  and  for  these  surrenders,  what  did 
we  receive  ?  We  were  told  that  we  were  compensated  by 
a  clear  and  decided  acknowledgment  of  our  constitutional 
rights  on  two  points.  One  was  the  right  to  reclaim  our  fu- 
gitive slaves,  and  the  other  was  the  recognition  and  adop- 
tion, by  the  Federal  Government,  of  the  great  principle  of 
Non-intervention  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Territories  of  the  Union.  We  were  told  that 
the  Wilmot  proviso  had  been  strangled,  and  that  in  future 
the  North  and  the  South,  like  a  band  of  brothers,  were  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


27 

settle  the  common  Territories,  and  that  they  were  to  be  ad. 
mitted  as  States  when  they  organized  their  Governments, 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  the  inhabitants  might  deter- 
mine. With  these  recognitions,  although  but  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  rights  already  possessed,  the  South  rested. 
The  fugitive  slave  law,  although  fair  in  theory,  and  honestly 
and  promptly  executed  by  the  Government,  has  proved  in 
practice  worse  than  useless. '  Such  have  been  the  obstructions 
thrown  in  the  way  of  its  execution,  that  in  some  instances 
the  cost  of  recovering  a  single  slave  have  been  more  than 
twenty  times  his  value,  while  in  others  the  blood,  and  even 
the  life,  of  the  Southern  citizen,  has  atoned  for  his  temerity 
in  availing  himself  of  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

The  organization  of  the  territories  of  Nebraska  and 
Kansas,  furnished  an  opportunity  for  testing  the  sincerity 
of  the  country  on  the  subject  of  Non-intervention.  The 
introduction  of  the  bills  arrayed  against  the  Constitution 
and  the  South,  the  armies  of  Abolition  fanaticism.  The 
men  of  the  South,  standing  upon  the  Constitution,  cheered 
on  by  a  noble  and  distinguished  band  of  Northern  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives,  and  sustained  by  the  power  and 
influence  of  a  patriotic  Administration,  achieved  a  victo- 
ry. The  struggle  was  violent  and  protracted,  but  the  Con- 
stitution triumphed.  The  Territories  were  organized.  The 
Missouri  restriction  which,  for  more  than  thirty  years,  had 
been.branding  the  South  with  inequality,  was  repealed.  The 
question  of  slavery  was  referred  to  the  Constitution,  Con- 
gressional non-intervention  established,  and  the  patriot 
permitted  to  hope  that  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and 
equal  rights  under  it,  would  become  the  watch- word  in  ev- 
ry  section.  Such  hopes,  however,  were  doomed  to  an  ear- 
ly disappointment.  The  passage  of  these  bills  only  trans- 
ferred the  battle  to  another  field,  and  was  made  the  signal 
for  new  and  fanatical  organizations  in  the  non-slaveholding 
States.  They  inscribed  on  their  banners,  "  A  Kestoration 
OF  THE  Missouri  Kestriction — the  Repeal  of  the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  Law,   and  the   admission-  of  no  more  Slave 
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met,  and  most  signally  defeated  the  men  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. They  have,  witji  possibly  a  single  exception,  con- 
trolling majorities  in  every  non-slaveholding  State,  and 
have,  for  the  first  time  under  our  Government,  elected  a 
House  of  Representatives  purely  and  wickedly  sectional 
in  its  character.  In  view  of  all  this,  the  South  is  calm  and 
unmoved.  She  is  prepared  to  abide  by  the  Union,  made 
by  the  Constitution,  with  equal  rights  under  it.  Beyond 
this,  she  will  be  forced  to  act  upon  the  sentiment,  "  A  un- 
ion of  the  South  for  the  protection  of  the  South." 

Pledging  my  co-operation  in  all  constitutional  measures 
calculated  to  promote  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  State, 
and  anxiously  desiring  the  blessing  of  God  upon  your  de- 
liberations, 1  am, 

Your  fellow  citizen, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 


On  motion  of  Mr,  Brinson,  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of 
the  same  and  accompanying  documents  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Long  moved  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  authorized 
to  purchase  Stationery  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  during  its  present 
session. 

Mr.  Myrick  moved  to  amend  said  motion,  by  adding  that  the  sta- 
tionery so  purchased  shall  not  exceed  seventy. five  dollars. 

Said  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Long  moved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
President  to  draft  and  report  Rules  for  the  government  of  the  pres- 
ent session  of  the  Senate  ; 

Which  motion  was  sustained^  and  Messrs.  Long,  Eppes  and  Brin- 
son  appomted  said  Committee. 

Mr.  Myrick  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  Senate 
to  receive  sealed  proposals  for  the  printing  to  be  done  for  the  same 
for  the  present  session  ;  that  the  Committee  consist  of  three  mem- 
bers, and  that  they  report  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hawes  moved  as  a  substitute  that  the  Senate  do  now  proceed 
to  the  election  of  a  Printer. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  on  the  adoption  of  said  substi- 
tute,  by  Messrs.  Tracey  and  Eppes,  were : 
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Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinsoo,  Cone,  Filor,  Hawes, 
Long  and  Stewart — 6. 
Nays — Messrs.  Eppcs,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Smith  and  Tru* 

So  sflid  sabstitute  was  adopted. 

Tlie  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Printer. 

Mr.  Long  nominated  Charles  K.  Dyke. 

Mr.  Myrick  nominated  Benjamin  F.  Allen. 

The  vote  was  hh  follows  ; 

For  Dykk — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brtnson,  Cone,  Filor, 
Hawes,  Long  and  Stewart — 8. 

For  Allkn — Messrs.  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Smith  and 
Tracey — 6.  ^ 

Mr.  Dyke  having  recelvo.i  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast,  was  de- 
clared duly  elected   Printer. 

Mr.  Myrick  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  contract  for 
the  p'inting  at  the  lowest  possible  rates. 

Said  motion  was  adi>()ted,  and  Messrs.  Myrick,  Long  and  Hawes 
appointed  said  comn;i'tie. 

Mr.  Myrick  moved  that  each  memberr  of  the  Senate  be  furnish- 
ed with  a  copy  of  the  Laws  of  the  lust  session,  and  that  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  be  required  to  procure  the  same;  also  the  Journal's 
of  the  Senate,  and  for  this  purpose  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of  SUite. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  announced  the  following  Standing 
Committees  for  the  present  Session  : 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary,      Committee  on  Taxation  4^  Revenue^ 
Mesurs.  LONG.  MesiTS.  WYNN, 

PROVENCE,  HOPKINS, 

EPPES,  LONG, 

STEWART,  PROVENCE, 

TRACEY.  GILLIS. 

Committee  on  the  Stale  of  the  Com-  CommiUee  on  the  MUilia. 

monwealth.  Messrs.  KILCREASE, 
Messrs.  PROVENCE,  SMITH, 

BIRD,  EPPES, 

CONE,  STEWART, 

SMITH.  MYRICK. 

Committee  on  Federal  Relations.  Cmnmitlee  on  Claims  4»  Accounts 
Messrs.  BIRD,  Messrs.  SMITH, 

PROVENCE,  BRINSON, 

CONE,  HAWES, 

NICHOLSON,  MYRICK. 

TRACEY.  NICHOLSON. 

Committee  on  Agriculture,  Committee  on  Corporations, 

Messrs.  WYNN,  Messrs.  PROVENCE. 
HOPKINS,  GILLIS, 

BIRD,  HOPKINS, 

KILCREASE,  WYNN, 

CONE.  HAWES. 
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Committee  on  Schools  and  Col-     Commiitee  on  Engrossed  Bills. 
leges.  Messrs.  FILOR, 

Messrs.  MYRICK,  GILLlS, 

L()N(;,  <^^>NK. 

SMITH,  EPl'ES. 

KILCREASE.  CommiUee  on  Enrolled  Bdls. 
Committee  on  Propositions  and         Mawrs.  LOXG. 

Grievances.  EI»PE3, 

Messrs.  HOPKINS.  ?tfw  urr 

STEWART.  Iriv^oV 

SMITH,  Committee  on  Revision  of  the 

^^l^^Ol^'  Constitution. 

Committee  on  Internal  Improve-         ^  FPPES 

'            menls.  '  pjLQji  * 

Messrs.  BRINSON,  CRIGLER, 

TRACE  Y/  BHtD, 

NICHOLSON,  WYNN 

HAWES,  f^x    X. 

BIRD.  Committee  on  Executive  Depart- 

Committee  on  Elections.  ment. 

Messrs.  HAWES,  Messrs.  TRACEY, 

GILLIS.  KILCREASE, 

BRLVSON,  SMITH, 

WYNN  HOPKINS. 

MYRIck.  CRIGLER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes,  it  was  ordered  that  75  copies  of  the 
list  of  Standing  Committees  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lonsf  moved  that  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as  re- 
fers to  *'  official  reports,"  be  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  of 
the  Senate  on  the  Executive  Department; 

That  so  much  thereof  a?  refers  to   "  Salaries,"  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  upon  Propositions  and  Grievances; 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  "Indians,"  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs ; 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  "  Internal  Improvements,"  be 
referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  that  subject; 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  **  Charters,"  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Corporations ; 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  "  Taxation,"  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue ; 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  "  Criminal  Prosecutions,"  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ; 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  "  Retailers'  License,"  be  refer- 
red to  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Commonwealth ; 

Also,  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  the  subject  of  the  "  Cession  of 
West  Florida,"  be  referred  to  the  same  Committee ; 
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That  80  much  thereof  as  refers  to  **  State  Library,"  be  referred  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ; 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  the  subject  of"  Census  and  Ap- 
portionment/* be  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Commonwealth ; 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  "  Amendments  of  the  Constitu- 
tion," be  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  that  subject ; 

That  so  ranch  thereof  as  refers  to  "Federal  Relations,"  be  refer- 
red to  the  Standing  Committee  on  that  subject; 

Which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Hawes  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  would  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill,  entitled  an  act  granting  a  charter  to  the 
Piiatka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company. 

Mr.  My  rick  gave  notice  that  he  will  at  s«>me  future  day  introduce 
a  Bill  for  the  Relief  of  John  B.  Anderson,  of  Jackson  County. 

Mr.  Long  asked  that  the  rule  be  waived  and  that  he  be  allowed  to 
introduce  a  Bill  without  p  evious  notice,  entitled  an  act  to  eqipow- 
er  John  Richard  Bradford,  a  minor  to  assume  the  man«gcment  of 
bis  own  estate,  which  was  granted,  and  said  bill  was  lead  the  first 
time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tracy  presented  the  petition  and  evidence  in  the  case  of  the 
contested  election  between  William  J.  J.  Duncan  and  Henry  J. 
Stewart,  Senator  from  the  twelfth  Senatorial  District,  and  moved 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  three  members. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  said  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Myrick. 

The  vote  was  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Eppes/Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick, 
Smith  an(J  Tracey — 7. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Filor,  Hawes  and  Long — 6. 

So  said  motion  was  adopted  ; 

And  Messrs.  Tracey,  Brinson  and  Hawes  appointed  said  Com- 
mittee. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives : 

House  of  Representatives,  \ 
November  29,  1854. 
Hon,  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sfr: — Messrs.  Pope,  Speer  and  Dell  have  been  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  act  with  a  similar  Committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  drafting  Joint  Rules  for  the 
regulation  ot  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  during  the  pres- 
ent session. 

Respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  Ho,  Reps, 

Mr.  Long  moved  that  the  President  appoint  a  Committee  of  three 
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members  to  act  with  a  similar  Committee  of  tlie  House  of  Repre- 
sentitives  for  the  purpose  of  drafting  Rules  for  the  govetunient  of 
both  Iloupesof  the  (ienefal  Asi-einbly. 

Said  motion  was  sustained,  and  Messrs  Long,  Bird  and  Eppes 
appointed  said  Committee. 

i  n  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to  morrow,  10  o'clock 
A.  M. 


THURSDAY,  November  30,  1854. 

Tlie  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  A  quorum  being  pres- 
ent, the  j>roceedings  of  yesterday  were  read,  corrected  and  apppro- 
ved. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
Presi<ient  to  select  a  (>h?iplain  for  the  fc^enate. 

Said  moiion  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Smith,  Long  and  Bird  were 
ajjpoiutfd  said  Committee. 

Hon.  A.  VV.  Nicholson,  Senator  elect  from  the  1st  Senatorial  Dis- 
trict, presented  iiis  credentials  and  was  duly  sworn  by  Thomas  J. 
Kppes,  a  Notary  Public. 

Mr.  Hopkins  gave  notice  that  he  will  on  to-morrow,*  introduce  a 
bill  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting  in  the  State. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draft  and  report  Rules  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Senate  during  the  present  session,  reported  the  follow- 
ing, to- wit: 

The  coumiittee  appointed  to  draft  and  report  Rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Senate  during  its  present  session,  beg  leave  to  report 
the  following,  viz  : 

RULES  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Rule  1.  The  President  shall  take  the  Chair  every  day  at  the 
hour  to  which  the  Senate  shall  have  adjourned;  shall  immediately 
call  the  members  to  order,  and  on  the  appearance  of  a  quorum, 
shall  cause  the  Journal  of  the  preceding  day  to  be  read. 

RuLR  2.  He  shall  preserve  order  and  decorum;  may  speak  to 
points  of  order,  in  preference  to  other  members,  rising  from  his  seat 
for  that  purpojse  ;  and  shall  decide  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an 
appeal  to  the  Senate  by  any  two  menihers;  on  which  appeal,  no 
member  shall  speak  more  than  once,  unless  by  leave  of  the  Senate. 

Rule  3.  He  shall  rise  to  put  the  question,  but  uiay  state  it  sitting. 

Rule  4.  No  member  shall  speak  to  another,  or  otherwise  inter- 
rupt the  business  of  the  Senate,  whi'e  the  journals  or  public  papers 
are  being  read  or  pass  between  the  Prosidt^nt  and  any  other  member 
who  is  addressing  the  Senate. 

Rule  5.  Every   member,   when   he  speaks,   shall  address  the 
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iJhMxr,  standiiig  in  his  place ;  and  when  he  has  finished^  ahaU  ail 
down. 

Rvui  6.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  in  any  one  de* 
bate  on  the  same  subject,  without  leave  of  the  Senate. 

RvLH  7.  When  two  or  more  members  shall  rise  at  the  same  tlme^ 
file  President  shall  name  the  pernon  entitled  to  proceed. 

RiTLB  8.  When  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order,  he  shall  sit 
flown  nntil  the  President  shall  determine  whether  he  Is  in  order  or 
not;  and  every  question  of  order  AisAl  be  decided  by  the  President 
ivithont  debate;  but  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Senate. 

RvLB  9.  If  any  member  shall  be  ^called  to  order  for  words  spo- 
ken, the  exceptionable  wdrds  shall  be  immediately  taken  down  in 
writing,  that  the  President  may  be  better  enabled  to  judge  of  the 
matter. 

Ruisii  10.  No  njember  shall  absent  himself  from'  the  service  of 
tte  Senate,  without  leave  of  the  Senate ;  and  in  case  a  less  number 
ihad .  a  quorum  shall  convene,  they  are  hereby  atfthorized  to  send 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  by  them  an- 
ihorized,'  for  any  or  all  absent  members,  as  the  niajority  of  such 
member^  <hall  agree,  at  the  expense  of  such  absent  members  respect* 
ively,  tinless  such  excuse  for  non-attendance  shall  be  made  as  the 
Senate,  when  a  quorum  is  oonvenki,  shall  judge  sufficient. 

RvLiE  11.  No  motiofri  Shall  be  debated  until  it  be  seconded. 

RUI.S  12.  When  a  motion  shall  be  made  and  seconded,  it  shall 
be  reduced  io  writing,  if  desired  by  the  President,  or  any  member; 
delivered  in  at  the  table  and  read,  before  the  same  shaU  be  deba- 
ted; 

RiTLs  13.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be 
received,  but  to  adjourn,  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  postpone  indefinite* 
Ij,  io  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  to  commit  or  to  amend ;  which 
several  niotions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they 
stand  arranged ;  and  ihe  motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  be  in  or- 
der, unless  when  a  member  shall  be  engaged  in  addressing  the  Sen- 
ate, or  when  the  Senate  shall  be  engaged  in  taking  a  vote ;  and  the 
motions  to  adjourn  and  to  lie  on  the  table  shall  be  decided  without 
debate. 

RjTLt  14.  If  the  question  in  debate  shall  contain  several  points; 
any  member  may  have  the  same  divided. 

kuLK  15.  In  filling  up  blanks,  the  largest  sum  and  the  longest 
time  diall  be  first  put 

RuLK  16.  When  the  reading  of  a  paper  is  called  for>  and  the 
same  is  objected  to  by  any  member,  it  shall  be  determined  by  a  vote 
of  the  Senate,  without  debate. 

RuLB  17.  When  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  caUed  for  by  two  of 

the  members  present,  every  member  within  the  bar  of  the  Senate; 

at  the  tinte  the  question  was  put  by  the  President,  shall  (unless,  for 

special  reasons,  he  be  exeitsed  by  the  Senate)  declare,  openly  ana 
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without  debate,  his  assent  or  dissent  to  the  question.  lu  taking  thd 
yeas  and  nays,  and  upon  the  call  of  the  Senate,  the  names  6?  the 
members  shall  be  taken  alphabetically. 

Rule  18.  On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  to  shut  the  doors  of* 
the  Senate,  in  the  discussion  of  any  business  which  may,  in  the 
6pinion  of  any  member,  require  secrecy,  the  President  shall  direct 
the  gallery  to  be  cleared ;  and  during  the  discussion  of  such  motion, 
the  doors  shall  remain  shut ;  and  no  motion  shall  be  deemed  in  or- 
der to  admit  any  person  or  persons  whatever. 

Rule  19.  The  following  order  shall  be  observed  in  taking  up  the 
business  of  the  Senate,  to  wit:  First,  Motions;  Second,  Petitions, 
Memorials  and  other  papers,  addressed  either  to  the  Senate,  or  to 
the  President  thereof;  Third,  Resolutions ;  Fourth,  Reports  of 
Standing  Committees;  JPf/]!^,  Reports  of  Select  Committees;  Sixth, 
Messages  from  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and.  Lastly,  Orders 
of  the  Day. 

Rule  20.  When  a  question  has  been  once  made  and  decided,  it 
shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  of  the  majority  to  move  the  re-con- 
sideration thereof;  but  no  motion  for  the  re-consideration  of  any 
vote  shall  be  in  order  after  a  bill,  resolution,  message,  report  or 
amendment,  upon  which  the  vote  was  taken,  shall  have  gone  out  of 
the  possession  of  the  Senate,  announcing  its  decision  ;  nor  shall  any 
motion  for  re-consideration  bo  in  order,  unless  the  same  shall  be 
made  within  the  next  two  days  of  actual  session  thereafter. 

Rule  21.  The  President  shall  have  the  right  to  name  a  member 
of  the  Senate  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  Chair ;  but  such  substitu- 
tion shall  not  extend  beyond  an  adjournment. 

Rule  22.  Before  any  petition,  or  memorial,  addressed  to  the  Sen- 
ate,  shall  be  received  and  read,  whether  the  same  be  introduced  by 
the  President  or  a  member,  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the 
petition  or  memorial  shall  verbally  be  made  by  the  introducer ;  after 
which,  it  may  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

Rule  23.  One  day's  notice,  at  least,  shall  be  given  of  an  interid- 
ed  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Rule  24.  Every  bill,  resolution  of  a  public  nature,  or  resolution 
forthe  appropriation  of  the  public  money,  shall  receive  three  readings 
previously  to  its  being  passed,  and  the  President  shall  give  notice  at 
each,  whether  it  be  the  first,  second,  or  third,  which  readings  shall 
be  on  three  different  days,  unless  in  cases  of  emergency  four-fifths  of 
the  Senate  may  deem  it  expedient  to  di^jpense  with  the  rules. 

Rule  25.  The  first  reading  of  a  bill  or  resolution  of  a  public  na- 
ture, or  for  the  appropriation  of  the  public  money,  shall  be  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate ;  at  which  reading,  the  introducer  shall 
have  the  right  to  state  the  general  principles  of  the  bill  or  resolution, 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  causes  for  introducing  it ;  and  if  oppo- 
sition be  made  to  it,  the  question  shall  be,  **  shall  the  bill  or  resolution 
be  rejected  V  upon  which  question  there  shall  be  no  debate.    If  no 
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opposition  be  made,  or  if  the  qaestion  to  reject  be  negatived,  the  bill 
or  resolution  shall  go  to  a  second  reading  without  a  question. 

Rule  26.  No  bill  or  resolution  of  a  public  nature,  requiring  the 
appropriation  of  public  money,  shall  be  committed  or  amended,  until 
it  shall  have  been  twice  read,  after  which,  it  may  be  committed  or 
amended. 

Rule  27.  When  a  bill  or  resolution  of  a  public  nature  for  the  ap- 
proprialion  of  public  money  shall  hjxve  been  read  the  second  time, 
and  hefore  both  sides  of  the  question  shall  have  been  put  to  the  Sen- 
ate upon  its  passage,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  to  move  its 
commitment  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house — that  it  lie  on  the 
table — for  its  indefinite  postponemeut — for  its  postponement  to  a  day 
certain — for  its  commitment  to  a  standing  committee — to  a  select 
committee — or  to  amend  ;  which  motions  shall  have  precedence  in 
the  order  above  stated.  After  a  bill  or  resolution  shall  have  beeh 
amended,  it  shall  again  be  read  as  amended,  for  the  information  of 
the  Senate,  before  the  question  shall  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Rule  28.  The  final  question  upon  the  second  reading  of  every 
bill  or  resolution,  requiring  three  readings  previously  to  being  pass- 
ed, shall  be,  "  whether  it  shall  be  engrossed,  and  road  a  third  time." 

Rule  29.  Boforea  bill  or  resolution  requiring  three  readings  shall 
be  read  the  third  time  in  the  Senafe,  it  shall  bo  carefully  engrossed, 
(without  interlineation  or  erasure,)  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  and  upon  this  reading  of  the  bill  or  resolution,  it 
shall  not  be  committed  or  amended  without  the  consent  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  Senate. 

Rule  30.  It  shall  not  be  in  order  to  amend  the  title  of  a  bill  or 
resoluticin,  until  it  shall  have  passed  its  second  reading. 

Rule  31.  Tlie  title  of  bills,  and  such  parts  thereof  only  as  shall 
be  affected  by  proposed  amefidments,  thall  be  inserted  in  the  Jour- 
nals. 

Rule  32.  The  President  of  the  Senate  shall  appoint  the  follow- 
ing Standing  Committees,  which  shall  thus  be  denominated  : 

1.  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

2.  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Commonwealth. 

3.  Committee  on  Corporations. 

4.  (^ommittee  on  Schools  and   Colleges. 

.  5.  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 
G.  Commiiteo  on  Internal  Improvements. 
7.  Committee  on  Elections. 
K  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounls. 
9.  Committee  on  Engrossed  P>i:ls. 

10.  Committee  on  Enrolled  Rills. 

11.  Committee  on  Amendments  and  Revision  of  the  Constitu* 
tion. 

12.  Committee  on  the  Executive  Department. 

13.  Comunttee  on  the  iMilitia. 

H.  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue. 
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15.  Committee  on  Federal  Relations. 

RuLB  33.  All  confidential  commnnicationi  made  by  the  Goverot 
pr  to  the  Senate,  shall  be,  by  the  members  thereof,  kept  secret,  nn« 
^  the  Senate,  by  their  resolation,  take  off  the  injanotion  of  secrecy. 

RvLB  34.  All  information  or  remarks  touching  or  concerning 
the  character  or  qaalifications  of  any  person  nominated  by  the  Gov- 
ernor to  office,  shall  be  kept  secret 

RuLB  35.  When  acting  on  confidential  Executive  business,  the 
Senate  shall  be  cleared  of  aU  perepns,  except  the  Secrptary,  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms,  MessQp^erand  Door-Keeper. 

RuLB  36.  The  proceedings  of  the  Semite,  when  not  acting  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journals  as  con- 
cisely as  possible,  caie  being  taken  to  defajl  an  accurate  and  true 
account  of  the  proceedings. 

RvLB  37.  Messages  shall  be  transmitted  tp  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  the  Secretary ;  upon  each  of  which  shall  previously 
be  endorsed  by  the  Secretary,  the  final  determination  pf  the  S^ate 
thereon. 

Rule  38.  Messengerti  may  be  introduced  in  any  sta^  of  the  bi|  - 
ainess,  except  while  a  question  is  being  put,  or  while  the  yeae  ^4 
nays  are  being  called. 

Rule  39.  The  Governor  of  the  State,  former  Governors  of  th<i 
State  and  Territory,  Senators,  and  Representatives  from  this  Statfi 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  State  House  officers,  me^be^ 
of  the  Representative  branch  of  the  'General  Assembl  v,  and  Judges 
of  the  Chancery  and  Circuit  Cour^  of  this  State,  shall  be  admitted 
to  a  seat  within  the  bar  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  any  other  per-; 
son  upon  the  invitation  of  a  member  of  the  Senate. 

Rule  40.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  Mes^ 
seuffer  and  Door-I^eeper,  shall  be  sever^dly  sworn  by  the  President, 
weU  and  faithfully  to  discharge  their  respective  daties,  and  to  keep, 
secret  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  when  sitting  with  closed  doorS* 

RuLB  41.  No  member  who  was  without  the  bar  of  the  Senate 
when  the  question  was  put  by  the  Chair,  shall  be  permitted  to  vote 
on  the  question  then  befoe  ihe  Senate,  without  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate. 

RuLB  42.  No  rule  herein  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  Sen- 
ate, shall  be  amended  or  suspended,  without  the  consent  of  four- 
$flhs  of  the  Senate. 

All  of  whiqh  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  A.  LONG, 

Chairman. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  75  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

'  Mr.  Long,  fix>m  a  Joint  Select  Committee,  made  the  following 
report: 
*  The  Joint  Select  Conunittee  appointed  by  the  Senate  and  Hdus^ 
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of  Representathres  to  draft  and  report  Rules  for  the  government  of 
the  two  branches  of  the  General  Assembly,  beg  leave  to  Report  the 
fbUowiog  Joint  Roles  of  the  General  Assembly : 

JOINT  EULES  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

Rule.  1.  Messages  from  either  House  to  the  other  shall  be  sent 
by  such  persons  as  a  sense  of  propriety  in  each  House  may  deter- 
mine. 

%  After  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  Houses,  it  shall  be  duly  en- 
rolled by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate,  as  the  bill  may  have  originated  in  one  or  the 
other  House. 

3.  When  bills  shall  be  enrolled,  they  shall  be  ei^amined  by  a  Joint 
Committee  of  at  least  two  from  the  Senate,  and  two  from  the  House 
of  l^presentatives,  appointed  as  a  Standing  Committee  for  that  pur- 
pose, who  shall  forthwith  make  a  report. 

4.  When  «  bill  or  resolution,  which  shall  have  passed  in  one  House 
is  rejected  in  the  other,  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  to  the  House  ia 
which  the  same  may  have  passed 

5.  When  a  bill  or  resolution  which  has  been  passed  in  one  House 
shall  be  rejected  in  the  other,  it  shall  not  be  broaght  in  during  the 
same  session,  without  notice  of  ten  days,  aud  leave  of  two-thiras  of 
that  House  in  whjoh  it  shall  be  moved. 

6.  Each  House  sh^l  transmit  to  the  other  all  papers  on  which 
any  bill  or  resolution  shall  be  founded. 

7.  No  bill  that  shall  have  passed  one  House,  shall  be  sent  for 
concurrence  to  the  other,  on  either  of  the  last  three  days  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

8.  After  each  House  shall  have  adhered  to  their  disagreement,  a 
bill  or  resolution  shall  be  lost 

9.  When  elections  are  required  to  be  made  by  joint  vote  of  the 
two  Houses,  the  time  of  electing  shall  be  previously  agreed  upon, 
and  each  House  shall  communicate  the  nominations  made  therein  to 
the  other,  prior  to  the  voting. 

10.  Each  House  shall  communicate  to  the  other  the  nominations 
and  the  result  of  each  voting. 

11.  In  every  Joint  Committee,  the  member  first  named  on  the 
part  of  the  House  first  proposing  such  Committee,  shall  convene  the 
same. 

12.  During  the  election  of  officers  there  shall  be  no  motions  en- 
tertained, except  to  adjourn,  to  proceed  to  vote,  to  nominate  and  to 
witiidraw  a  candidate — ^which  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the 
order  they  stand. 

13.  The  doings  throughout  shall  proceed  without  debate. 

14.  Communications  shall  be  made  on  paper,  and  signed  bv  the 
Secretary  of  each  House,  and  transmitted  by  the  Messenger,  or  Door« 
l^eeper. 
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li3.  In  tlie  election  for  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  both  Sen- 
ators shall  be  voted  for  at  the  same  time,  until  one  or  both  of  them 
shall  bo  chosen. 

16.  In  every  case  of  disj^greement  between  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  either  House  may  suggest  conference,  and  ap- 
point a  Committee  for  that  purpose,  and  the  other  House  shall  also 
appoint  a  Committee  lo  confer  at  a  convenient  hour,  to  be  designa- 
ted by  th«5  Chairman  ;  said  Committees  shall  meet  and  confer  freely 
on  the  subject  of  disagreement. 

17.  Whenever  a  public  bill  or  resolution  is  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  either  House,  a  number  shall  be  ordered  sufficient  for 
the  use  of  both  Houses  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  or  Clerk  of  the  House,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  inform  the 
other  House  of  such  order,  and  to  transmit  to  that  House  the  requi- 
site number  of  printed  copies. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  C.  POPE, 
Chairman  of  Com,  on  the  part  of  Ho.  Reps, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  of  Com.  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

AVhich  Report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  Secretary  ordered  to  in- 
form the  House  of  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  If  awes,  the  Rule  was  w^iived  so  that  Mr.  Lonff 
be  allowed  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  Tallahassee  and  Quincy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Which  was  read  tlio  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  empower  John  Richard  Bradford,  a  m: 
nor,  to  assume  the  management  cf  his  own  estate ; 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Rules  were  waived  and  Mr.  Eppes  gave  notice 
that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing bills,  to-wit : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  in  relation  to  evidence ; 

Also,  a  bill  lo  be  entitled  an  act  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free  per- 
sons of  color  ; 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  to  amend  the 
several  acts  concerning  Licenses  to  retail  Spirituous  Liquors,  ap- 
proved January,  1853. 

On  motion  the  Rules  were  waived  and  M?*.  Cone  allowed  to  in- 
troduce the  memorial  of  certain  citiz.ons  of  Columbia  County.  ^ 

Said  memorial  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion,  tlie  Rules  were  waived  and  Mr.  Stewart  gave  notice 
that  on  some  future  dav  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be 
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ktitledan  act  to  alter  and  amond  the  attachment  Laws  no w  of  force 
in  this  State. 

On  motion,  the  Rules  were  waived,  and  Mr.  Provence  gave  notice 
that  he  will  on  some  future  day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  an  act  to  divide  tiie  Eastern  Judicial  Circuit  of  Florida  into 
two  Judicial  Circuits. 

The  Senate  theu  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


FRIDAY,  December  1,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     A  quorum  being  pres- 
ent, the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 
ITie  President  announced  the  following  Standing  Odmmittee  : 

CommiUee  on    Corporations. 
Messrs.  PROVENCE, 
GILLIS, 
HOPKINS, 
WYNN, 
HAWES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  Memorial,  Preamble  and  Resolu- 
tions of  tlie  people  of  Columbia  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a 
Bank  and  Internal  Improvements  in  Florida,  Avhich  on  yesterday 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day-. 

On  motion  of  -Mr.  Long, 

So  much  of  said  Memorial  as  relates  to  Banks  was  referred  to 
tiie  Standing  Committee  on  Corporations ; 

And  so  much  as  relates  to  Internal  Improvements  was  referred  to 
the  Standi  n<;  Coriimittee  on  the  same. 

According  to  previous  notice, 

Mr.  Hopkins  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent 
fraudulent  voting  in  this  State  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Provence  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  will  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  amendatory  of  the  revenue  laws  of 
this  State. 

Mr.  Hopkins  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he  will  introduce  a 
hill  to  be  entitled  An  act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  cextain 
cases; 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  abduction  of  slaves 
from  this  State. 

Mr.  Brinson  gave  notice  that  oh  some  future  day  he  will  introduce 
a  hill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prohibit  unqualified  persons  from  sel- 
ling drugs  and  medicines,  and  for  other  purposes. 
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Mr.  Hawes  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  will  introddc^ 
li  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  boundaries  of  Orange 
County  ; 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  alternate  sections  of 
i^wamp  lands  to  the  Palatka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Filor  gave  notice  that  he  i^ill  on  some  future  day  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relaticfn  to  pilotage  at  the 
port  of  Key  West ; 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  relative  to 
lirimes  and  misdenleanors. 

The  Select  Committee  on  printing  made  the  following  report : 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  contract  on  the  lowest  terms 
practicable,  for  the  printing  of  the  Senate,  have  considered  the  sub- 
ject and  beg  leave  to  report  as  fofiows : 

The  Committee  called  on  Mr.  Dyke,  the  printer  ejected  by  th^ 
Senat^  to^  print  for  the  present  sc^ion,  who  proposed  in  writing  as 
follows : 

Flobidian  Office,  ) 

'tALLAHAssEK,  Nov.  30th,  1854.  ) 
tion.  J;  T.  Mykick, 
M.  A.  Long, 
G.  E.  Hawes, 

Gentlemen — Having  been  elected  printer  tcf  the  Senate,  I  prcpdse 
to  do  the  printing  on  the  terms  agreed  upon  and  paid  by  the  last  two 
sessions  of  the  Genel'al  Assembly — that  b,  92  00  per  page  for  500 
copies  of  the  Journals  counting  one  copy,  and  ^  cent  per  100  v^ords 
for  the  daily  slips  of  proceedings  and  ail  miscellaneous  printing,  such 
as  Reports,  Bills,  Slips,  ^c,  counting  75  copies.  These  prices  are 
considered  reasonabfe  and  just,  and  as  affording  but  a  moderate 
compensation  for  the  service  required. 

Very  Respectfully,  dec. 
(Signed,)  CHARLES  E.  DYKE. 

A  majority  of  the  Committee,  finding  from  the  Journals  of  the  last 
Senate,  that  the  terms  here  proposed  are  the  same  that  were  agreed 
to  at  the  last  session  of  the  Senate,  when  Joseph  Clbby  was  elected 
and  contracted  with,  instruct  the  undersigned  to  report  that  the 
contract  has  been  closed  with  Mr.  Dyke  on  the  terms  proposed  by 
him. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Mrr  Myrick,  from  the  same  Committee,  made  the  following  mi- 
fiority  report: 

The  undersigned.  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Senate,  begs  leave  to  dissent  f^'om  the  report  ,of  the  majority 
of  said  Committee,  and  to*  give  hiis  reasons  therefor. 

1st  The  language  of  the  notice  making  and  appointing  said  Com- 
mittee, in  biff  opinion,  virtually  rescinds  anda  nnuw  the  motion  elec-^ 
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ting  Cliarles  E.  Dyke  as  sach  Printer^  except  ttpon  the  Yacllliat  said 
Djke  does  agree  to  do  and  famish  the  printing  for  the  Senate  upon 
tfcia  lowest  terms. 

2d»  The  ondersigned  made  known  to  the  najority  of  the  said 
Committee  that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  bid  from  Benjamin  F.  All- 
ien, a  printer  in  the  city  of  Tidiahassee,  offering  to  do  the  printing 
of  the  Senate,  (as  foUows:  Farnishing  500  copies  of  the  Jonm^ 
scanting  one  copy  aft  tl  50  per  page,  also  for  daily  slips  of  pro^ 
ceedings  and  all  odier  miscellaneoBS  printing,  sach  as  repoita  of  the 
Senate,  Bdls,  SUps,  dec.,  at  ^  of  a  cent  per  100  words,  counting  75 
copies>)  for  a  less  amo«nt  by  some  20  per  cent  than  Mr.  Dyke,  and 
in  view  of  these  facts  feels  boand  to  make  this  his  minority  report 

3d  That  in  disagreeing  with  the  Committee^  the  undersigned  is 
actoated  solely  by  a  sense  of  duty,  which  he  owes  to  his  eonstitaents 
at  home»  as  well  as  of  the  Stale,  whose  Constitntion  he  has  sworn 
to  sopport,  and  feels  boa«d  to  see  that  no  money  belonging  to  the 
State  Treasury  shoald  be  annecessarily  squandered,  politcaUy  oroth- 
erwise>  and  respectfully  submits  the  same. 

JOHN  T.  MYRICK, 
Chmrman  &f  Sded  Cmtmittee  ^f  the  Senaie^ 

Upon  theadoption  of  the  majority  Report  of  said  Committee, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Smtth  and  Tracey^ 
and  were : 

Yeaih^Mr.  President^  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson^  Cone,  Hawes,  Long 
and  Stewart— 7. 

Nay»— Messrs.  Eppes,  Filor,  Gfllis,  Hopyns>  Myrick,  Nioh^son^ 
Provence,  Smith  and  Tracey — 9^ 

So  said  Report  was  not  concurred  in. 

The  Select  Conmiiltee  appointed  to  sdect  a  Ch^4ain,  imported 
(hat  tfiey  had  secured  the  services  of  the  Rev^  Mr.  Tumer>  and  that 
he  wtt  be  in  attendance  «n  to-morrow. 

The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read: 
House  of  REPRESBin*ATiVE8,     ) 
Friday,  December,  1,  1854.  ) 
fibn.  President  of  the  Senate: 

Sik: — ^The  Report  of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  on  Rules  has 
been  referred  back  by  this  House  to  sidd  Comniittee. 
Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  Ho.  Reps^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes,  the  Rules  were  waived  and  leave  giv^ 
ai  Mr.  Myrick  to  introduce  a  Bill,  according  to  previous  notice,  to 
be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Anderson>  of  Jackson 
County; 

^  Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  and  reaii  a  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  ConHnittee  on  Claims  and  Ac* 
counts 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

fingrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  apt  to  empower  John  Richard 
<l  Bt^ford,  a  minor  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

Was  read  the  ihM  time. 

On  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas— ^M r.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes^  Filor, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smithy  Stewart 
and  Traoej— 15; 

Naj — Mr.  Provence— 1. 

8o  said  bill  passed— ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered,  to  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Bill  to  be  entitled- an  act  to  incorporate  the  Taliahaasee  and  Qoin- 
cy  Plank  Road  Company : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  the  bill  read 
a  second  time  by  its  title  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Corporations. 
'     On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes, 

The  Rule  was  waived,  and  leave  given  to  Mr.  Stewart  to  introduce 
a  Bill  without  previous  notice,  to  l>e  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  the 
19fh  Section  of  the  Seventh  Chapter  of  the  Laws  relating  to  orimes 
and  misdemeanors ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes, 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Eppes,  mitil  Monday  tEe 
11th  inst 

On  motion  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow^  10  o'clock, 
A.  M. 


SATURDAY,  December  2d,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  presen^  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings 
was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Brinson  announced  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  Gen.  John  S. 
Broome  of  Madison  County,  and  moved  that  a  Conmiittee  of  three 
be  appointed,  to  act  with  a  similar  Committee  on  part  of  the  House, 
to  dri^  Resolutions  ezinreBsive  of  the  deep  regret  felt  by  the*  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly  at  the  death  of  the  brother  of  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  and  late  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of 
Florida. 

Which  motion  was  passed,  and  Messrs.  Brinson,  Gillis  and  Hawes 
appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brinson,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Tuesday 
morning  nezt^  10  o'docL 
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TUESDAY,  December  5,  1854. 

*nie  SeDste  met  pureoant  to  adjonrament 

Tlie  Rey.  Mr.  Taroer  officiated  as  Cfaaplaio. 

A  qoonim  J>eiBg  present,  the  Journal  of  Satardaj's  proceedings 
vas  read  mod  approved, 

Mr.  BrtoaoB  gave  notice  that  on  somefiitore  daj  lie  will  introduce 
a  bill  to  be  entiUed  An  act  granting  alternate  sections  of  swamp  aad 
overflowed  lands  for  the  purpose  of  removing  obstructions  in  the  Su- 
wannee River. 

William  L.  Crigler  Senator  elect,  from  the  second  Sentorial  Dis- 
trieC,  presented  his  certificate  and  was  duly  sworn  by  C.  H  Austin 
a  Notary  Pubtic. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  M  Hawes  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  Ao  act  to  incorporate  the  Palatka  and  Micanopy  Plank 
Road  OompttBy; 

Which  was  rc^  the  first  time  by  its  tiUe,  and  ordered  for  a  second 
reading  oa  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Filer  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
tided  An  act  to  amend  An  act  relative  to  Crimes  and  Misdemean- 
on; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-BK>rrow. ' 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  appointed  to  draft  Resolutions  ex- 
pressive  of  tbe  sense  of  the  General  Assembly  in  reference  to  the 
death  of  Gen.  John  S.  Broome,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Conmiittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  duty  of  drafting  resolu- 
tioQs  expressive  of  the  deep  r^ret  felt  by  the  members  of  Uie  Gren- 
enl  Assembly  at  the  death  of  General  John  S.  Broome,  brother  <A 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  late  Adjutant  General  of  the  State 
of  Florida,  b^  leave  to  offer  the  following  preamble  and  resdationft: 
Whebbas,  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God  to  take  from  amongst  us 

by  sudden  death,  Gen.  John  S.  Bbooxb,  a  distinguished  fellow 

citizen,  late  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  brother 

of  our  present  worthy  Chief  Magistrate,  Governor  Broome};   And 

Whereas,  it  is  proper  that  this  Assembly  should  give  some  pub- 
lic expression  of  their  feeUngs  and  sympathies  on  so  mournful  aa 

occasion  :    Therefore  be  it 

1.  Ruohed,  4^.,  That  we  tender  oar  deepest  sympathies  to  the 
fiunily  of  the  deceased^  and  to  Gov.  Broome,  in  this  their  great  afiiic- 
tioB,  and  they  may  take  to  themsebes  aU  the  consolation  which 
18  derived  from  a  knowledge  that  the  character  and  virtues  of  the 
deceased,  wen»  UUj  known  and  appreciated  by  his  ibllow-citizens. 

%  Beii  further  Resolved,  That  by  the  death  of  Gen.  Broome,  the 
State  has  Men  deprived  of  one  of  her  oldest,  most  useful,  exemplary 
and  puUio  spirited  citisemi — one  whose  [teblic  and  private  virtues 
are  worthy  of  respect  and  imitation.    If  to  love  one's  country,  to 
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obey  die  law8|  t#  drfend  its  righto  and  iDStitations,  awl  to  Iid^r  and 
stodj  to  promote  its  interest,  be  deserving  6f  publie  eommendation, 
Aen  do  we  award  our  praise  to  the  deceased,  for  he  possessed  those 
virtaes,  which,  b«th  in  die  pobKo  o6icer  and  the  private  citizen,  am 
so  absolatelj  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  oor  repablican  insti- 
tationa  and  the  aaccess  of  popnlar  governments^  Our  yonng  State 
has  lost  one  whom  she  ean  H)  spare  in  the  tempest  which  onr  polit- 
ical horinm  shows  to  be  fast  approaehing,  and  in  which  the  South 
will  need  the  services  of  all  her  sons — one  whose  talents  and  char* 
aeter  eminently  qualified  him  to  do  good  service  in  the  defence  of 
State  righto  and  Southern  institutions, 

3.  Be  U further  Resolved,  TTiat  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
reqnested  to  send  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased^  and  to  Governor  Broome. 

WILLIAM  A.  BRINSON, 
Chairman  of  Senate  Committee. 
THOS.  LANGFORD, 
Chairman  of  Hotise  Committee. 

Which  report  was  adopted^ 

The  Senate  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  contested  elec- 
tion between  William  J.  J.  Duncan  and  Henry  J.  Stewart,  made  the 
following  report: 

The  Select  Committoe  to  whom  was  referred  the  evidence  in  the 
ease  of  tiie  contested  election  between  William  J.  J.  Duncan,  and 
Henry  J.  Stewart,  Senator  from  the  twelfMi  Senatorial  District,  have 
had  the  subfect  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

lliat  they  have  Med  to  agree  and  respectfully  report  the  same 
back  to  the  Senate,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con* 
sideration  of  the  same,  and  respectfully  veconamend  that  the  Senate 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  subject  as  early  as  pos- 
sible. 

E.  D.  TRACY, 

Chairman^ 

Which  was  received  and  read. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitted  An  act  to  prevent  fraudhillsnt  votkig  was  read 
the  second  time. 

And  on  motion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  bin  to  be  enlitled  An  act  to  repeal  the  19di. section  of  the  7th 
chapter  of  die  laws  rekting  to  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors ; 

On  molioa,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judicfiwy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Myrick, 

The  rule  was  waived,  and  the  report  of  the  minority  oCAe  Comr 
miitee  oa  Printing  takm  up  and  read. 
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Mr.  Myrick  mored  its  adoptiooy  on  which  question  the  yeas  aAd 
naj8  were  called  for  bj  Messrs.  Smith  and  Traoey.  and  were : 

Yeaa— Messrs.  Gillis^  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smith  and 
Tracey— 6. 

Nay»— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Filer 
Hawes,  Long,  Provence,  Stewart  and  Wynn — 11. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracey,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  the  Senate 
went  into  Coomiittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Petition  of  William  J.  J. 
Duncan,  contestant  of  the  Senatorial  Election  in  the  Twelfth  Sena- 
toriid  District — ^Mr.  Provence  in  the  Chair ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  by  their  Chairman  reported 
said  petition  back  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes,  75  copies  of  the  evidence  in  the  con- 
tested election  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracey,  [the  sabject  was  made  the  special  or- 
der for  day  after  to-morrow. 

On  motion  the  role  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Provence  moved  that  a 
Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  establish  the  rates  to  be  allow- 
ed the  Printer  elect  for  printing. 

Mr.  Myrick  moved  as  a  sabstitute  for  said  motion  that  the  print- 
ing be  contracted  for  on  the  lowest  possible  terms,  and  that  a  select 
Committee  be  appointed  for  that  porpose,  and  apon  the  adoption  of 
said  substitute,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Smith 
and  Myrick,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smith  and 
Tracey--6. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Fi- 
ler, Hawes,  Long,  Provence,  and  Stewart — 10. 

So  said  substitute  was  lost 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  original  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  for  by  Messrs.  Myrick  and  Smith,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Fi- 
ler. Hawes,  Long,  Provence  and  Stewart — 10. 

Nays — Messrs.  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smith  and 
Tracy— 6. 

So  said  motion  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Provence,  Myrick  and 
Long  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  leave  was  given  to  Mr. 
Provence  to  introduce,  without  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  to  drain  the  Alachua  Savannah. 

Said  Bill  was  read  by  its  title,  and  on  motion,  ordered  that  75 
copies  of  the  same  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  leave  was  given  to  Mr. 
ProveBce  to  present  two  memorials  from  the  members  of  the  Bar  of  . 
the  Eastern  Judicial  Chrcuit,  recommending  a  division  of  the  same 
into  two  Judicial  Circuits ; 
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Also,  that  An  act  be  passed  enabliog  the  Judges  of  all  the  Clreoit 
Courts  in  this  State  to  hold  adjonrned  terms. 

Both  memorials  were  read,  and  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion,  the  rule  wasVaived,  and  Mr.  Mjrick  gave  notice,  that 
he  would  on  some  future  day,  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the  service 
necessary  to  be  given  by  the  Sheriff,  and  other  officers,  serving 
Writs,  Subpoenas,  or  other  process  in  the  Circuit,  and  other  Courts 
of  this  State. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjonrned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10 
o'clock. 


TESTUHONT  IN  THE  CONTESTED  ELECTION  CASE. 

WILLIAM  J.  J.  DUNCAN,  Contestant, 

vs. 

HENRY  J.  STEWART,  Defendant 

In  pursuance  of  subpoenas  issued  from  the  Clerk's  office  of  the 
County  of  Hamilton,  directed  to  certain  persons,  to  be  and  appear 
personally  at  the  Court-house  in  Jasper,  in  said  County,  to  testify 
and  the  truth  to  say  touching  a  certain  contested  election  for  the  of- 
fice of  State  Senator,  in  the  County  aforesaid,  and  Twelfth  Senato* 
rial  District  of  the  State  of  Rorida,  on  the  Ist  day  of  November,  A. 
D.,  1854,  the  following  persons  were  sworn  and  testified  as  hereinaf- 
ter set  forth,  to- wit : 

Joseph  D.  Bryant,  called  and  sworn,  answers  that  he  was  a  voter 
at  Taylor's  Precirtct,  No.  4,  in  the  County  of  Hamilton,  and  voted 
for  Willian  J.  J.  Duncan  for  the  office  of  State  Senator ;  Henry  J. 
Stewart  was  the  opposing  candidate,  and  that  the  ticket  witness  vo- 
ted was  endorsed  on  the  back  Assembly,  and  that  he  believed  that 
such  was  the  proper  endorsement,  for  the  office  of  Senator,  and  that 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  witness  to  vote  for  William  J.  J.  Duncan 
for  any  other  office  than  that  of  State  Senator.  Witness  voted  a 
ticket  endorsed  in  the  same  manner  for  Joseph  R.  Haddock,  for  the 
office  of  Assemblyman;  witness  also  states  that  the  aforesaid  County 
of  Hamilton  is  not  entitled  to  more  that  one  Representative,  at  the 
tame  of  voting,  to  the  Assembly,  that  said  vote  was  given  at  the  pre- 
cinct aforesaid  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  A.  D.,  1854. 

JOSEPH  D.  BRYAN. 

John  Hunter,  called  and  sworn,  answers  that  he  was  a  voter  at 
Taylor's  m*ecinct.  No.  4,  in  the  County  o(  Hamilton,  and  voted  for 
W.  J.  J.  Duncan  for  the  office  of  State  Senator ;  that  Henry  J.  Stew- 
art was  the  opposing  candidate,  and  that  the  ticket  witness  voted 
was  endorsed  Assembly,  and  that  he  believed  that  such  was  the  pro- 
per endorsement  for  Senator^  and  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
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witnefis  to  vote  for  W.  J.  J.  Duncan  for  any  other  office  but  that  of 
State  Senator.  Witness  voted  ticket  endorsed  in  the  same  manner 
for  Joseph  R.  Haddock,  for  the  office  of  Assemblyman.  Witness 
also  states  that  the  aforesaid  County  of  Hamilton  was  not  entitled 
to  more  than  one  Representative  to  the  Assembly  at  the  time  of  vo- 
ting, and  that  said  vote  wa9  tdven  at  the  precinct  aforesaid,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  October,  A.  D.,  1854. 

his 
JOHN  X   HUNTER. 
mark. 

Stephen  Lock,  called  and  sworn,  answers  that  he  was  a  voter  at 
Taylor's  precinct  No.  4,  in  the  County  of  Hamilton,  and  voted  for 
W.  J.  J.  Duncan  for  the  office  of  State  Senator ;  Henry  J.  Stewart 
was  the  opposing  candidate,  and  that  the  ticket  witness  voted  was 
endorsed  Assembly,  and  that  he  believed  that  such  was  the  proper 
endorsement  for  Senator,  and  that  it  was  not  the  Intention  of  wit- 
ness to  vote  for  William  J.  J.  Duncan  for  any  other  office 
than  that  of  State  Senator.  Witness  voted  a  ticket  en- 
dorsed in  the  same  manner  for  Joseph  R.  Haddock  for  the 
office  of  Assemblyman.  Witness  also  states  that  the  aforesaid  coun- 
ty of  Hamilton  was  not  entitled  to  more  than  one  Representative  to 
dbe  Assembly  at  the  time  of  voting ;  that  said  vote  was  given  at  the 
precinct  aforesaid  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  A.  D.,  18M. 

STEPHEN  LOCKE. 

D.  D.  Crews,  called  and  sworn,  answers  that  he  was  a  voter  at 
Taylor's  precinct.  No.  4,  in  the  County  of  Hamilton,  and  voted  for 
W.  J.  J.  Duncan  for  the  office  of  State  Senator ;  that  Henry  J.  Stew- 
art was  the  opposing  candidate,  and  that  the  ticket  witness  voted 
was  endorsed  Assembly,  and  that  he  believed  such  was  the  proper 
endorsement  for  Senator,  and  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  witness 
4o  vote  for  W.  J.  J.  Duncan  for  any  other  office  but  that  of  State 
Senator.  Witness  voted  a  ticket  endorsed  in  the  same  manner  for 
Josej^  R.  Haddock  for  the  office  of  Assemblyman.  Witness  also , 
states  that  the  aforesaid  County  of  Hamilton  was  not  entitled  to 
more  than  one  Representative  to  the  Assembly  at  the  time  of  voting, 
that  said  vote  was  given  at  the  precinct  aforesaid  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  October,  A.  D.,  1854. 

•his 
D.  mD.  CREWS. 
mark. 

James  Hunter  and  William  B.  Bryan,  called  and  sworn,  say  that 
they  were  voters  at  Taylor's  precinct,  No.  4,  in  the  County  of  ICam- 
ilton,  and  that  they  voted  for  W.  J.  J.  Duncan  for  the  office  of  State 
Senator,  that  Henry  J.  Stewart  was  the  opposing  candidate,  and 
that  the  tickets  they  voted  were  endorsed  Assembly,  and  that  they 
believed  such  was  the  proper  endorsement  for  Senator^  and  that  it 
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was  not  their  intention  toTOte  for  W.  J.  J.  Duncan  for  any  other  of* 
fice  but  that  of  State  Senator.  Thej  voted  a  ticket  endoraed  in  the 
same  manner  for  Joseph  R.  Haddock,  for  the  office  of  Assembly.  They 
also  state  that  the  aforesaid  County"  of  Hamilton  was  not  entitled  to 
more  than  one  Representative  to  the  Assembly  at  the  time  of  voting, 
that  said  votes  were  given  at  the  precinct  aforesaid  on  the  first  Mon* 
day  in  October.  A.  D.,  1854. 

his 

JAMES   H  HUNTER. 

mark. 

his 

WILLIAM  X  B.  BRYAN. 

mark. 

Thomas  Lock,  William  S.  Bryan  and  Benjamin  Biyan,  called 
and  sworn,  say  that  they  were  voters  at  Taylor's  precinct  No.  4, 
in  the  County  of  Hamilton,  and  that  they  voted  for  W.  J.  J.  Dan- 
can  for  the  office  of  State  Senator,  and  that  Henry  J.  Stewart  waa 
the  opposing  candidate,  and  that  the  tickets  they  voted  were  en- 
doraed Assembly,  and  that  they  believed  sach  was  the  proper  en* 
dorsement  for  Senator,  and  that  it  was  not  their  intention  to  vote 
for  W.  J.  J.  Dancan  for  any  other  office  but  that  of  State  Senator ; 
that  they  voted  a  ticket  endorsed  in  the  same  manner  for  Joseph  R. 
Haddock  for  the  office  of  Assemblyman ;  they  also  state  that  the 
aforesaid  County  of  Hamilton  was  not  entitled  to  more  than  one 
Representative  to  the  Assembly  at  the  time  of  voting;  that  said 
votes  were  given  at  the  precinct  aforesaid  on  the  first  Af onday  in 
October,  A.  D.  1854. 

his 
THOMAS  M  LOCK, 
marie 
his 
WILLIAM  M  S.  BRYAN, 
mark, 
his 
BENJAMIN  M   BRYAN, 
mark. 
Daniel  K.  Shaw,  called  and  sworn,  says  he  was  a  voter  at  Tay- 
lor's, precinct  No.  4,  in  the  County  of  Hamilton,  on  the  2nd  day  of 
October,  A.  D.  1854,  and  that  he  voted  for  W.  J.  J.  Duncan  for 
the  office  of  State  Senator.    Deponent  does  not  know  how  his  tick- 
et was  endoraed  but  believes  thiat  it  was  endorsed  Assembly ;  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  vote  for  said  W.  J.  J.  Duncan  for  any 
other  office  but  that  of  State  Senator;  that  he  voted  a  ticket  (which 
he  also  believes  was  endorsed  Assembly)  for  Joseph  R.  Haddock 
(or  the  office  of  Assemblyman,  and  that  at  the  time  of  voting,  the 
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mlhreiaid  Coanty  of  Hamflton  was  not  entitled  to  bat  one  He{>ri- 
abiitathre  to  the  Honse  of  Assembly. 

his 
DANIEL  X  K.  SHAW, 
mark. 
Lewn  H.  Bryan  and  William  W.  Wiltlaros,  called  and  sworn; 
state  that  they  were  managers  and  voters  at  Taylor's  precinct  NoC 
4,  in  the  Coonty  of  Hamilton,  on  the  2nd  day  of  October,  A.  I>. 
1854,  that  they  v6ted  for  W.  J.  J.  Doncan  for  die  offite  of  State 
Senator ;  Henry  J.  Stewart  wits  the  opposing  candidate ;  that  the 
tickets  they  voted  were  endorsed  Assembly,  and  that  they  believed 
sieh  was  the  proper  endorsement  for  Senator ;  it  was  not  their  in- 
tention to  vote  for  W.  J.  J.  Dancan  for  any  other  office  bnt  that  of 
State  Senator,  and  that  they  as  managers  aforesaid  returned  proper- 
ly sealed  and  directed  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  Hamilton  County^ 
tbe  following  vote :  For  the  office. of  State  Senator,  the  whole  num- 
ber of  votes  was  twenty-seven  (27.)  The  number  of  twenty- One 
(21)  votes  was  given  for  W.  J.  J.  Duncan^  and  the  number  of  six 
(Q)  votes  was  given  for  Heniy  J.  Stewart  Deponents  further  aver 
that  twenty  (20)  of  t|ie  aforesaid  votes  were  endorsed  Assembly,  and 
that  they  returned  them  as  Senatorial  votes,  believing  the  endorse- 
ment on  said  tickets  applicable  to  said  office  of  Senator,  knowing 
the  intention  of  the  voters  to  be  that  of  voting  for  the  said  W.  J.  J. 
Duncan  for  said  office  of  State  Senator,  and  that  they  never  voted 
for  the  said  W.  J.  J.  Duncan  for  the  office  of  Assemblyman  as  cor- 
rected by  the  canvassers  on  the  5th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1854 ; 
that  the  endorsement  on  said  tickets  were  Assembly  and  not  Assem- 
blyman^ as  corrected  by  the  canvassers  as  aforesaid. 

L.  H.  BRYAN. 

WILLIAM  W.  WILLIAMS. 

James  M.  Clardy  and  John  B.  Sftocer,  caHed  and  sworn,  state 
that^  they  were  convassers  of  the  vote  ^ven  for  the  office  of  ^tate 
Senator  at  Jasper,  on  the  5th  day  of  October,  A.  D*  1854,  land  that 
4he  vote  given  at  precinct  No.  1  in  the  Co«nty  of  Hamilton  was  re- 
jected upon  the  ground  that  the  same  were  not  returned  in  terms  of 
law ;  Ist,  because  the  aforesaid  returns  were  not  sealed,  and  that 
James  M.  Clardy  and  Henry  J.  Stewart  voted  to  reject  the  afore- 
said votei,  and  that  John  B.  Spencer  voted  to  receive  the  iuime,  and 
that  Henry  J.  Stewart  acted  as  Judge  of  Probate  and  was  also  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  State  Senator,  jit  ssid  election ;  that  the 
above  named  John  B.  Spencer  voted  to  receive  the  aforesaid  vote 
because  he  did  not  believe  that  any  frand  had  been  committed  ;^that 
the  twenty  (20)  votes  ffiven  at  precinct  No.  4,  in  said  County  of 
Hamilton,  were  endorsed  Assembly  and  not  Assemblyman  as  certi- 
fied to  by  the  canvassers,  on  the  5th  day  of  October  A.  D.  1854, 
for  W.  J.  J.  Duncan  lor  Assemblyman ;  that  the  three  (3)  votes  al- 
lowed Henry  J.  Stewart/ endorsed  Assembly  State  Senate,  and  oo^ 
7S 
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(I)  for  W.  J.  J.  Dan^sn,  endorsed  io  the  same  manner,  were  aIIow« 
ed  to  them  as  Senatorial  candidates, — Henry  J.  Stewart  three  (3) 
and  W.  J.  J.  Duncan  one  (1) ;  that  the  canvassers  all  agreed  to  cer- 
tify the  twenty  (20)  tickets  endorsed  Assembly  as  for  W.  J.  J. 
Duncan  for  the  office  of  Assemblyman,  that  John  B.  Spencer,  and 
Henry  J.  Stewart  voted  to  certify  the  four  (4)  tickets  endorsed  Assem- 
bly State  Senate,  as  Senate  Tickets,  and  James  M.  Clardy  voted 
to  certify  them  as  they  were  enaorsed,  viz:  Assembly  State  Senate; 
John  B.  Spencer  avers  that  popular  vote  given  on  the  2nd  day  of 
October,  1854,  for  the  office  of  State  Senator,  aside  from  the  action 
of  the  canvassers,  gave  to  W.  J.J.Duncan  a  majority  of  twenty  (20) 
votes,  and  James  M.  Clardy  also  avers  that  such  was  the  majority 
given  the  aforesaid  W.  J.  J.  Dtkncan  at  said  election. 

JAMES  M.  CLARDY, 
JOHN    B.  SPENCER. 

John  H.  Baker,  called  and  sworn,  says  that  the  managers  of  the 
election  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  1854,  for  the  office  of  State  Sen- 
ator, held  at  precinct  number  one  (1)   in  the  County  of  Hamilton, 
drew  lots  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  who  should  carry  the   same  to 
the  Court-house,  and  that  said  duty  devolved  on  C.  C.  Williams,  ono 
of  the  managers,  and  that  said  Williams,  having  no   horse,  and   de- 
ponent havmg  to  come  to  the  Court-house,  volunteered  to  carry  the 
returns   aforesaid,  and  that    he  was  accordingly  sworn  to  carry 
said  returns  to  the  Court-house   aforesaid  without  any  alteration, 
and  that  said  returns  were  not  sealed,  that  he  was  requested  to  seal 
said  returns  after  having  been  sworn,  but  did  not  do  so;  there  were 
no  wafers  he  supposes,  as  the  managers  said  they  had  none ;  he  does 
not  remember  whether  all  the  managers  were   present  or  not,  when 
he  was  requested  to  seal  said  returns,  but  that  Farnell  and  Williams, 
two  of  the  managers,  witness  knows  were  present,  at  the  time  aaid 
request  was  made,  and  witness  further  avers  that  he  believes  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  true  return  of  said  election    for  State   Senator  at  said 
Precinct  No.  1,  to- wit:     The  whole  number  of  votes  given  for  the 
office  of  State  Senator  was  sixty-four  (64)  votes,  and  that  the  num-  • 
hereof  thirty-four  (34)   votes   was  given   for  W.  J.  J.  Duncan,  and 
the  number  of  thirty  (30)  votes  was  given  for  Henry  J.  Stewart  as 
such  State  Senator,  and  that  he  was  a  qualified  voter  at  said  election 
as  aforesaid.  JOHN  H.  BAKER. 


STATE  OF  FLORIDA, )    ^    ^ 
County  of  Hamilton.     ]    °'  ^' 


I,  John  Frink,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  and  for'  the   County 
and  State  aforesaid,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  do  hereby  certi- 
fy that  the  foregoing  affidavits  were  made  and  recorded  before  me  as' 
mch  Clerk,  at  my  office  on  the  1st  day  of  November,  A.  D.,  1854. 
In  testimany  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office, 
fL.  s.]  at   Jasper  aforesaid,  this  1st  day   of  November,   A.  D., 


Digitized  by 


Google 


51 

1854,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  tho 
79di  jear. 

JOHN  FRINK,  Clerk. 

fiTATE  OF  FLORIDA,  ^  We,  the   snbscribere,   Inspectors  and 

Hahilton  County,       >      Clerks   of  an  Election   held   at  the 

No,  1  Precinct  )      Precinct  and   County   aforesaid,  on 

Monday,  the  2d  day  of  October,   1854,   do   hereby  ceitify  that  tho 

following  is  a  trae  return  of  the  votes  given  at  said  Election  at  said 

Precinct: 

For  the  office  of  Representative  in  Congress,  the  whole  number 
of  votes  was  (69)  sixty-nine.  The  number,  of  (87)  thirty-seven 
votes  was  given  for  Augustus  E.  Maxwell ;  the  number  of  (32)  thir- 
ly-two  votes  was  given  for  Thomas  Brown,  as  such  Representative. 

For  the  office  of  State  Senator,  the  whole  num}>er  of  votes  was 
(64)  sixty- four.  The  number  of  (34)  thirty- four  votes  was  given  for 
Wm.  J.  J.  Duncan  ;  the  number  of  (30)  thirty  votes  was  given  for 
Henry  J.  Stewart,  for  such  State  Senator. 

For  the  office  of  Assemblymen,  the  whole  number  of  fo'tes  given 
was  (64)  sixty-four.  The  number  of  (34)  thirty-four  votes  was  giv- 
en  for  Alexander  Bell ;  the  number  of  (30)  thirty  votes  was  given 
for  Joseph  R.  Haddock,  as  such  Assemblymen. 

For  the  office  of  Register  of  Public  Lands,  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  was  (34)  thirty-four.  The  number  of  (34)  thirty-four 
votes  was  given  for   David  S.  Walker,  for  such  Register. 

For  Removal  of  the  Capitol,  the  whole  number  of  votes  givea 
wa»  (41)  forty -one. 

JAMES  FARNELL,      )  Inspectors  of  Election  . 
DAVID  R.  CREECH,  V  at 
C.  C.  WILLIAMS,         )  Precinct,  County  of 
Attest  : 


aaB^t^KTri^i^^ 


STATE  OF  FLORIDA,  > 

Hamilton  County.  \  Personally  appeared  before  me,  John 
Frink,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  and  for  said  County,  Jamei 
Faroeil,  David  R.  Creech,  and  C.  C.  Williams,  who  afler  being  duly 
sworn,  saitb,  that  they  were  managers  of  an  election  held  in  said 
County,  at  Precinct  No.  1,  on  the  2nd  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1854, 
and  at  said  election,  W.  J.  J.  Duncan  received  for  the  office  of  State 
Senator,  a  majprity  of  four  votes.  Deponents  further  say,  that  the 
retam  hereunto  attached,  is  the  genuine  return  as  made  out  by 
them,  and  that  said  return  was  given  to  John  H.  Baker,  a  legal 
?oter  at  said  Precinct,  who  being  sworn  to  deliver  them  to  the! 
^odge  of  Probate  unaltered;  and  deponents  farther  say,  that  there 
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b^fng  no  Wafer  or  sealing  wax  at  said  Preeiiict,  Aat  Aey  instracM 
^e  said  John  H.  Baker  to  seal  them  jost  as  they  were  enveloped. 
(Iworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  )      JAMES  FARNELL, 

this  16th  day  of  November,  A.  V     DAVID  R.  CREECH,. 

D.  1854.  )      C.  C.  WILLIAMS. 

JOHN  FRINK,  Clerk. 

DEFENCE  OF  HENRY  J,  STEWART. 

Henry  J.  Stewart  says  that  the  law  requires  a  contestant  ia  for- 
Bith  his  opponent  with  a  written  notice,  setting  forth  the  groands 
upon  which  he  intends  to  rely.  That  said  Stewait  was  not  furnish- 
ed with  a  legal  notice,,  and  consequently  the  matter  was  allowed  to 
go  by  default  The  said  Stewart  contends  that  he  has  the  majori- 
ty of  legal  votes  given  in  Hamilton  County;  on  i^2nd  day  of  Oc- 
tober, A.  D.  1854,  for  the  office  of  State  Senator. 

He,  therefore,  praya  this  honorable  Senate  to  take  said  natter, 
ipto  consideration.  HENRY  J,.  STEWART. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  6,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read^ 
amended  and  approved. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Hopkins  introduced  a  bill  to  bo 
entitled,  An  Act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  certain  cases ; 

Which  yffas  read  the  fijrat  time,  rule  waived,  and  read  the  second 
time,  when,  on  motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jor 
diciary. 

Mr.  Hawes  presented  the  memorial  of  L  H.  Bronson,  W.  A.  For- 
ward, W.  D.  Moseley  and  others,  in  relation  to  the  contemplated 
Planli  Road  from  Pilatka  to  Micanopy,  which  was  read,  and  on  mor 
tion,  irierred  to  the  Committee  on  Corporations. 

Mr.  Provence, from  the  Conomittee  on  Corporations,  made  the  fol- 
lowini:  report: 

Ti;(  Committee  on  Corporations  have  had  under  consideration  a 
bill  V.)  !('d*'An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Tallahassee  and  Quincj 
Plank  tNid  Company,'^  and  through  n^e,  their  Chairman,  respeo^ 
fiilly 

REPORT: 

That  : :  ^-.y  recommend  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  mih  the  foDow 
log  addi  ;u!ial  section,  viz : 

Sec.  1  ~ .  Be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  construction  and  boild'- 
Vig  of  &ixiC  Uoad  snail  be  undertaken  and  commenced  within  twea- 
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tj-four  tnondiB  from  the  date  of  the  approval  of  this  bill ;  otherwise^ 
all  die  powers,  privileges  and  immuDities  herein  before  granted,  shaU 
be  forfeited  and  annulled. 

DAVID  PROVENCE, 

Chairman. 

Which  report  was  received,  and  the  amendment  as  proposed 
was  adopted,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Daj  for 
a  second  reading  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Provence,  from  the  Special  Committee  on  Printing,  made  the 
following  report : 

The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  assigned  the  datj  of  fix- 
ing the  rates  of  compensation  to  l>o  allowed  to  the  Printer  elect,  for 
printing,  through  me,  their  Chainnau,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT : 

That  thej  have  agreed  upon  the  following,  viz :  81,50  per  page 
for  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Journal,  counting  one  copy,  and  ^ 
cent  per  hundred  woids  for  all  miscellaneous  printing,  such  as  Re- 
ports, Bills,  Slips,  dec,  counting  75  copies. 

'  D.  PROVENCE, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted.  . 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Provence  was  permit- 
ted to  introduce,  without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An 
Act  relating  to  documentary  evidence,  which  bill  was  read  the  first 
time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Wynn  was  allowed, 
without  previous  notice,  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Aet 
for  the  relief  of  Dr.  C.  A.  Hentz ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
OB  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  th6  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Crigler,  was  allowed, 
without  previous  notice,  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act 
•oncembg  Interest ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  second  reading  on 
to-morrow. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAV. 

A  Bill  to  be  Entitled,  An  Act  to  Incor])orate  the-Palatkaand  Mic- 
anopy  Plank  Road  Compaay ; 

Came  up  on  a  second  reading ;  the  rule  was  waived,  the  Bill 
read  by  its  title,  and  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Corporations. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An  Aat 
relative  to  crimes  and  misdemeanors ; 

Was  read  tfae  second  time,  when,  on  motion,  the  Senate  went  in.* 
to  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  said  Bill;  Mr.  Hawes  in  the  Cbaif*, 
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After  some  time  bpent  therein,  the  Comnndee  rose,  and  tfarongl^ 
their  Chairman  reported  the  Bill  back  to  the  Senate,  with  amend- 
ments, and  asked  to  be  discharged. 

Which  was  concurred  in,  and  the  Bill  as  amended  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  oa 
to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Drainage  of  Alaeh^ 
ua  Savannah ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  when,  on  motion,  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  Senate  adjourned  iintil  to-morrow 
morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  7,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev,  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived  so  as  to  allow  Mr.  Wynn  to  in- 
troduce,  without  previous  notice,  . 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  times  of  holding  the 
Circuit  Court  in  Calhoun  County ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cone  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask  leare 
to  introduce  a  bill  allowing  pre-emptions  on  sixteenth  sections. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Myrick  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  service  necessary  to  be  given  by 
Sheriffs  and  other  officers ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived  and  Mr.  Crigler  permitted  to  in. 
troduce,  without  previous  notice, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  the  Road  tax  of  Santa  Rosa 
County ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
pn  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hawes  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  appoint  the  place  of 
holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in  Orange  County. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice;  Mr.  Filor  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled An  act  to  amend  An  act  in  relation  to  pilotage  at  the  port  of 
Key  West; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  aqd  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 
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Itfr.  Myrick  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  intro^ 
dace  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  abolish  the  present  Supreme 
Court  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  authorizing  theiespective  officers 
who  collect  the  Revenue  of  this  State,  to  pay  over  to  the  respective 
Judges  of  Probate  of  each  County,  so  much  of  the  Revenue  as  may 
be  received  from  the  Capitation  or  Poll  Tax  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  of  such  County,  or  for  schools,  s^  they  may,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  County  Commissioners,  direct ; 

Also,  a  bill  to  abolish  the  Tax  now  laid  upon  the  cattle  of  resi- 
dent citizens  of  this  State,  and  upon  silver  watches  and  pleasure  car. 
riages. 

Mr.  Filor,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  the  fol- 
lomg  report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  have  instructed  the  under- 
ngned  to  report  the  following  bill  as  correctly  engrossed : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  relative  to  Crimes 
and  Misdemeanors.  JAMES  FILOR, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
Day. 

Sir.  Long,  from*  the  Judiciary  Cointnittee,  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  w,slb  referred  "  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled An  Act  to  repeal  the  19th  Section  of  the  7th  Chapter  of  the 
laws  relating  to  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,"  have  had  the  same  un- 
der consideration,  and  instruct  the  undersigned  to  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  Committee  perceive  that  the  object  of  the  bill  is  to  make  it 
lawful  for  spirituous  liquors  to  be  drank  and  used  where  purchased,  in 
qoaatities  of  one  quart  or  more.  By  the  first  section  of  the  Act  of  1846, 
Chap.  91,  (page  47,  pamphlet,)  it  is  provided  that  "  Any  person  who 
shall  hereafter  sell  any  quantity  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  the  same  shall 
be  drank  in  the  house  or  houses  where  the  same  shall  be  sold  with- 
out first  having  obtained  a  retail  license  to  retail  spirituous  liquors, 
he  or  they  are  hereby  declared  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors,  and 
shall  be  subject  to  the  same  tax  and  penalties  as  other  retailers  are 
by  law  ;"  (Thompson's  Dig.,  501.)  A  majority  of  the  Committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  efi^ect  of  this  provision  has  not  materially  dimin* 
ished  the  quantity  of  spirits  consumed,  but  that  the  spirits  consumed, 
vrhen  not  purchased  from  retailers  of  spirits,  are  now  given,  instead 
•f  being  sold  by  the  qui^rt ;  and  consequently,  if  it  be  regarded  as  a 
Attisancd  and  immorality  for  crowds  of  persons  to  assemble  in  the 
back  rooms  of  stores,  and  other  similar  places,  to  drink  quarts  or 
•ther  larger  qaantideB  of  liquors,  that  the  above  recited  act  has  ia 
practice  had  no  visible  effeet  in  abating  the  same.    A  majority  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


56 

Committee,  therefore,  instruct  the  UDderslgned  to  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  with  the  following  amendments,  viz : 

Amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert : 

That  hereafter  it  shall  be  lawful  in  this  State  to  allow  spirits  to  be 
drank  at  the  place  or  in  the  house  where  sold,  and  all  laws  contrarj*^ 
to  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

'J  his  amendment  is  only  necessary  to  express  the  object  in  view  in 
the  plainest  possible  manner,  and  to  avoid  ambiguity  or  uncertainty. 

Also,  amend  the  title  of  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  "  repeat 
the  19th  Section  of  the  7th  Chapter  of  the  laws  relating  to  Crimes 
and  Misdemeanors,"  and  insert  the  words  "  allow  Spirits  to  be  drank 
where  sold." 

All  which  is  respectfally  submitted. 

M.  A.  LONG,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  amendments  as  proposed  were 
adopted,  in  lieu  of  the  original  bill,  and  placed  among  the  orders  6f 
the  day. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives : 

House  of  Representatives,  Dec.  7, 1854. 
Son,  President  of  the  Senate ': 

Sir : — The  House  has  passed  the  following  Bills  and  Resolution, 
viz: 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  restore  the  force  and  operation  of 
the  general  laws  of  this  State,  in  relation  to  the  migration  of  free 
persons  of  color  into  this  State. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Watson  W.  Leggett. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Vigil. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  Andrew  J.  Smiley,  a  mi- 
nor, to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate. 

Resolution  to  declare  Manatee  a  Port  of  Delivery. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  ei^ titled.  An  Act  to  empower  John  Richard 
Bradford,  a  minor,  to  assume  Uie  management  of  his  own  estate. 
V^ry  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  Representatives. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  House  Bills  and  Resblu- 
tion'placed  among  the  orders  of  Uie  day,  and  the  Senate  Bill  or- 
dered to  be  enrolled. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  subject  of  the  contested  Election  of  Senator  from  the  12th 
District  having  been  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to-day, 
Xvas  taken  up ; 

When  on  motion,  the  Senate  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Ifor  the  consideration  of  the  same,  Mr.  Hawes  in  the  chair. 

Ailer  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  through 
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tiieir  Chaarmaii  reported  the  matter  baek  to  the  Senate,  and  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject, 

When  Mr.  Provence  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn  till  to-morroTir 
morning  10  o'clock. 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  caHed  for  by  Messrs.  Hop 
kins  and  Myricic,  and  w6re  >. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brinson,  Con»,  Criglerj  Filor,  Hawes,  Provence 
and  Wynn — 7. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  EppeSj  GiUis,  Hopkins,  Long> 
Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 10. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Cone  moved  that  the  Senate  take  a  recess  Iffl  3  o'clock  this 
mfternoon  { 

Which  mdion  Was  lost 

Mr.  Myrick  moved  that  W.  J.  J.  Dnncail  be  declared  duly  electecl 
Senator  from  the  12th  Senatorial  District 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  that  the  returns  Mm  precinbt  No.  1,  of  Ham- 
ilton Couii?ty,  be  recdved ; 

Which  motion  was  declared  cut  of  order  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Long  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute : 

Whereas^  k  appears  to  the  Senate  ihaft  the  election  laws  of  this 
State  were  materidly  disregarded  in  the  election  of  Senator  froni 
Ihe  12th  Senatorial  district,  and  that  it  does  not  appear  that  either 
the  sitting  member,  Heiiry  J.  Stewart,  or  Wnk  J.  J-  Duncan^  ihft 
contestant,  are  legally  elected  to  the  Senate,  therefore  it  is 

Ordered^  That  said  seat  be  vacated,  and  tiie  said  contestecl  elec- 
<lion  be  I'eferred  to  the  legal  voters  of  said  district 

Upon  the  adoption  of  said  substiitute,  in  lieu  of  the  original  mo- 
tion, the  yeas  and  nays  were  caHed  for  by  Messrs.  Myrick  and  Tra- 
cy, and  were : 

Yeas— ^Messrs.  Byrd,  Brinson,  Gone,  Crigler,  Rlorj  Hawes,  Long, 
Provence  and  Wynn — 0. 

Nays— ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Eppes,  GIHis>  Hojpkins,  Myrick^ 
Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 8. 

So  said  substitute  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brinson,  the  Senate  a<ijdUnlM  until  to-morrow 
morning,  10  o'dock. 


FRIDAY,  December  8th,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  cor- 
rected and  approved 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Provence,  Mr.  Hawes  was  excused  from  atte^^ 
4ance  on  the  Senate,  on  to-morrow. 
8S 
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On  mdtion  of  Mr.  L(mg,  Rf  r.  Crigler  was  excused  frotn  attendan^^ 
6d  the  Senate  until  Monday  next. 
On  naotion. 
The  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morniDg,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  9,  1854. 

The  Senate  met. pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Hr,  Eppes  introduced  a  bill  to  be  ^n^ 
iitled,  An  Act  in  relation  to  Evidences ; 

Which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  oh 
Monday  next. 
.  Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mn  Eppes  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
tilled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free  persons  of  color  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  Cone,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  pre-emptions  on  Sixteenth  Sections ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Eppes  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  repeal  Sec.  4,  of  An  Act 
amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  and  organize  a 
Mayor's  Court  for  the  City  of  Apalachicola,  approved  January  5, 
1853,  and  to  provide  in  lieu  thereof  ; 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Lu- 
fcas,  for  the  use  of  Julius  L.  Wyn»an  of  Franklin  County,  Florida. 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  that  the  Senate,  the  House  concurring,  do  ad- 
journ on  the  20th  inst»,  sine  die ; 

Which  motion  was  ruled  out  of  order  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Eppes  offered  the  following  resolution : 

,  Be  it  Resolved  hy  the  Senate^  the  House  concurring,  That  this 
General  Assembly  do  adjourn  sine  die  on  the  20th  inst ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
bn  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Long,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  Judge  and  divers  members  of  the  Bar  of  the  Eastern  Judicial 
<^ircuit  of  this  State,  praying  the  establishment  of  an  additional  Circuit 
Court  in  East  Florida,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  the  Committee  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the 
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nemorialists  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted,  and  have,  there- 
fore,  instructed  the  undersigned  to  report  the  annexed  bill  to  be  en- 
titled "An  act  to  create  a  fifth  Judicial  Circuit  in  this  S<iate."  The 
passage  of  which  is  unanimously  recommended  by  the  Committee. 
Respectfully  submitted,  M.  A.  LONG, 

Chairman  Judiciary  Committeeu 
Which  was  received  and   read,  and  the  bill  accompanying  the 
same  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

On  modon  of  Mr.  Cone,  75  copies  of  the  report  and  bill  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Long,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Judge  and  Bar  of  the  Eastern  Circuit,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  Judge  and  members  of  the  Bar  of  the  Eastern  Judicial  Circuit 
of  Florida,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  said  Judge  to 
hold  extia  terms  of  said  court,  have  instructed  the  undersigned  to 
report  as  follows : 

The  Committed  have  already  reported  to  the  Senate  a  bill  to  di- 
vide the  Eastern  Circuit,  by  creating  a  new  Circuit  Court  in  East 
Florida,  and  in  their  opinion  this  will  supercede  the  necessity  of  ex- 
tra terms  in  the  Eastern  Circuit,  except  when  contagious  diseases 
may  be  prevailing  at  the  places  appointed  by  law  for  holding  the  reg- 
ular terms.  The  Committee,  therefore,  instruct  the  undersigned  to 
report  the  annexed  bill  to  bo  entitled  "  An  act  to  allow  the  Supreme 
and  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State  to  hold  extra  terms  whenever  the 
regular  terms  cannot  be  safely  held  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence 
oTany  contagious  diseases  at  the  time  and  place  or  places  appointed 
by  law  for  holding  the  regular  terms." 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  subnutted. 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Committee. 
Which   was  received   and   read,  and  the  bill  accompanying  the 
same  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Mon- 
day next 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
B.  Anderson,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Anderson,  ask 
leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  find  that 
thoogh  the  bill  was  reported  against  at  the  last  session  of  the  As- 
senibk,  they  think  it  is  entitled  to  some  consideration,  and  therefore 
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feeommend  Ihe  bSl  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Senate,  with  the 
following  amendments: 

The  blank  space  in  said  bill  to  be  filled  with  the  words,  '*  one 
hundred  and  two  dollars  and  forty  two  and  a  half  cents." 
AU  that  part  relating  to  interest  to  be  stricken  out. 
Very  Respectfully, 

JAMES  W,  SMITH, 

Chairman* 
Which  was  received  and  read,  and  ihe  biD  placed  among  ihe  Or- 
ders of  the  Day  for  a  second  reading  on  Monday  next 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  RefMre- 
sentatives : 

House  of  Rkpbesbntativbs,  > 
December  8,  1854.  ) 

ffan.  President  of  ihe  Senate  : 

Sir  :— The  following  Bills  have  been  passed  by  the  House  : 
Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Henry  Benner  to  establish 
a  ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

Biil  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Alien  Mondin  to  establish  a 
toll  bridge  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Nei)  Monroe  to  establish  a 
Ffrry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

Bill  to  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Christy  and 
Theophilus  Higginbotham. 

Very  Respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 

Clerk  Ho.  Reps. 
Which  wa9^  read^  and    the  bills  placed  among  tliie  Orders  of  the 
Pay. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY, 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Long  in  r^ard 
to  the  contested  election  from  the  12th  Senatorial  district, 

Was  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Tracy  a  call  of  the  Senate 
was  had. 

The  following  persons  answered  to  their  names,  viz : 

Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick, 
Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 9. 

There  being  no  quorum  present,  on  motion,  the  Sergeant-at-Arma 
was  sent  for  the  absent  members. 

On  motion,  the  further  call  of  the  Senate  was  dispensed  with. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Myrick,  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Long  in  regard  to 
the  contested  election,  was  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Tuesday 
next 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  restore  the  force  and  opera-i 
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tion  of  the  general  laws  of  this  State  in  relation  to  the  migratioa  of 
free  persons  of  color  in  this  State  ;" 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  75  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Vigil ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,   and  ordered   for   a  second  reading   on 
Monday  next 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Watson  W.  Leg- 
gett; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading   on 
Monday  next. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize   Andrew  J.  Smiley, 
a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered   for  a  second  reading   on 
Monday  next 

House  resolution  to  declare  Manatee  a  Port  of  Delivery ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Mon- 
day next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  Incorporate  the  Tallahassee  and 
Quincy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  Monday  next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  allow  spirits  to  be   drank   where 
Bold; 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Long  moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table  for  the  present; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Eppes  and  Myrick,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Filer,  Gillis,  Kilcrease,  Long,  My- 
rick, Nicholson,  Smith  and  Wynn — 9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Eppes,  Hopkins,  Provence  and  Tracy — 4. 

So  the  said  bill  was  laid  on  the  table.    * 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  relating  to  documentary  evidence ; 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion   it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  concerning   Interest  was  read  a  sec* 
end  time. 

On   motion,  it  was  referred  to   the   Committee   on   the   Judi- 
ciary. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  C.  A.  Hentz ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  referred   to  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  the  Road  Tax  of  Santa  Ro« 
sa  County; 

Was  read   the  second  time,   and   ordered  to  be   engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  on  Monday  next 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An   act  to  amend  An  act  in  relation  to  the 
service  necessary  to  be  given  by  Sheriffs  and  other  oflScers; 
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Was  read  a  second  time,  and,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  cliange  the  time  of  holding  Circait 
Court  in  Calhoun  County  ; 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mv.  Eppes  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  in  relation  to  Pilot- 
age at  the  port  of  Key  West ; 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  MondAy  next. 

An  Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  relative 
to  Climes  and  misdemeanors ; 

Was  read  a  third  time,  when,  on  motion,  the  bill  was  again  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

House  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Neil  Monroe  to  es- 
tablish a  ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River; 

Was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Mon- 
day next. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Allen  Mondin  to  es- 
tablish a  toll-bridge  across  the  Withlacoochee  River; 

Was  read  a  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Provence  the  rule  was  waived,  and  the  bill  read 
a  second  and  third  time  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its 
passage,the  vote  was: 

Yeas. — Mr.  Presiilent,  Messrs  Brinson,  Filer,  Gillis,  Hopkins, 
Long,  My  rick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 12. 

Nays — Mr.  Kilcrease — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Henry  Be.nner  to  es- 
tablish a  Ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River  ; 

Was  read  the  first  tune. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Provence,  the  rnle  was  waived,  the  bill  read  the 
second  and  third  time  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  pas- 
sage the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Eppes,  Filer,  Gillis,  Hop- 
kins, Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn 
—13. 

Nays — Mr.  Kilcrease — 1. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  co'tified  to  the  House. 

On  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Provence  moved  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  on  Census  and  Apportionment; 

Which  motion  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Myrick,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  he  gavo  no- 
tice that  ho  will  on    Motuiay  next,  or  some  future  day,  introduce  « 
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bill  to  aothorize  E.  B.  M.  Spivey  to  establish  a  Fefry   across  the 
Chattahoochee  River  at  Brown's  Ferry,  in  Jacftson  County. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  Senati  adjourned  till  Monday  morn* 
ing.  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  11,  1854, 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  Saturday's  proceedings 
Was  read  and  approved^ 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate  were  transmitted 
io  the  House,  viz : 

Hoase  bill  to  be.entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Allen  Mondin  to  es* 
tablish  a  Toll  Bridge  across  the  VVithlacoochee  River ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Henry  Benner  to  es- 
tablish a  Ferry  on  the  VVithlacoochee  River. 

The  President  announced  the  following  Committee  on  Census 
and  Apportionment : 

Messrs.  PROVEiNCE^, 
LONG, 
FILOR, 
EPPES, 
HOPKINS. 

Mr.  Nicholson  moved  that  so  much  of^  fie  Governor's  Message 
k&  relates  to  the  Cession  of  West  Florida,  be  withdrawn  from  tho 
Standing  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  be  re* 
ferred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  five,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  ; 

Which  motion  was  carried,  and  Messrs.  Nicholson,  Eppes,  My- 
rick,  Hawes  and  Brinson  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

Mr.  Nicholson  gave  notice,  that  on  some  future  day  he  will  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  authorize  William  Webb  to  establish  a  Ferry  across 
the  Escambia  Bay. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Hawes  introduced  a  bill  to 
grant  certain  lands  to  the  Palatka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Com- 
pany; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

Parsoant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Myrick  introduced  the  following 
bills,  viz: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  respective  officers  collecting  the  revenue  of 
this  Stale  to  pay  over  the  Capitation  or  Poll  Tax,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; 
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A  bill  to  abolish  the  tax  now  levied  on  certaiti  subjects  ot  iatk' 
tion; 

A  bill  to  establish  a  ferry  at  Brown's  ferry  in  Jackson  county. 

Said  bills  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  read* 
ing  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  role  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Myrick  permitted  to  in- 
troduce, without  previous  notice,  the  following  bills,  viz: 

A  bill  to  consolidate  the  ofRce  of  Sheriff  and  Tax  Assessor  and 
Collector  of  Jackson  County ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Judges  of  Probates  and  for  other  parposes. 

Said  bills  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  read* 
ing  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wynn  offered  the  following  Resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate,  the  House  concurring,  That  the  General 
Assembly  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Senator  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  a  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Clerk 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  on  Thursday  next,  the  14th  inst; 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Hopkins  offered  the  follo\ving  preamUe  and  resolution  ■: 

Whereas,  The  Gentlemen  composmg  the  Board  of  Internal  Im 
provement  are  now  in  this  city  engaged  in  the  performance  of  the 
duty  assigned  them  :     Therefore  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  emd  House  of  Representatwes  of  the  State 
of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened^  That  the  Treasurer  be  di- 
rected and  the  Comptroller  authorized  to  pay  and  audit  the  accounts 
of  said  Board  at  the  same  rate  of  per  diem  and  mileage  as  are  allow* 
ed  members  of  the  General  Assembly ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Brinson  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improtements  made 
the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  authorizing  the  drainage  of  the  Alachu<^ 
Savannah,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration^  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT; 

The  lands  proposed  to  be  reclaimed  are  overflowed  lands  lying  in 
one  body  in  the  County  of  Alachua,  and  known  as  the  Alachua  Sa« 
vannah  or  Payne's  Prairie,  and  comprise  some  fifteen  or  twenty  thoa- 
sand  acres.  They  are  exclusively  the  property  of  individuals,  and  no 
aid  from  the  State  is  desired  or  expected.  Your  committee  recom* 
mend  the  passage  of  the  bill  with  the  following  amendment.  That 
in  the  4th  Section,  second  line,  strike  out  number  and  sabstitate 
quantity  and  quality. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  A.  BRINSON, 

Chairman. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


65 

Whieh  was  received  and  read^and  the  amendment  of  the  commit' 
tee  concarred  in,  and  the  bill  as  amended  placed  among  th0  orders 
of  the  day. 

Mr  Filer  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  the  fol* 
lowing  report : 

The  Cotnmittee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  beg  leave  to  report  the  follow* 
ing  bills  as  correctly  engrossed : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  in  relation  to  Pilot' 
age  at  the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Tallahassee  and 
Qaincy  Plank  Road  Company  ; 

An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  In  relation  to  a  road  tax 
in  Uie  Counties  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Escambia^  as  far  as  it  xelateit  to 
the  County  of  Santa  Rosa. 

Respectfblly  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR, 

Chairman* 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  aooompaoying  Engrossed 
Bills  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr«  Long  from  ihe  Judiciary  Committee,  made  tli«  following 
report; 

The  Judiciary  Commltee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  enti^ 
tied  An  act  governing  Judges  of  Prpbate  in  certain  cases,  have  care- 
fully considered  the  same,  and  they  unanimously  approve  tb« 
general  object  of  the  Mil,  as  apparent  uppn  Its  face,  and  as  explained 
hj  its  author,  namely :  to  prevent  Judges  of  Probate  from  acting  in 
any  cases  of  elections  in  which  they  are  interested. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  have  instructed  the  undersigned  to  re- 
commend the  amendment  of  ^e  bill  by  striking  out  all  after  tho 
enacting  clause,  and  inserting  the  three  foUpwing  sections: 

Section  1.  That  from  and  afler  the  passage  of  this  Act,  it  shaU 
not  be  lawful  for  any  Judge  of  Probate^  within  this  State,  to  act  in 
any  matters  now  made  his  duty  by  law,  wherein  said  Judge  is  in  any 
wise  interested,  but  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  dedw  of  the 
Circuit  Court  in  this  State,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  perform 
the  said  duties  of  said  Judges  in  all  matters  whatsoever  in  which  the 
said  Judges  are  interested. 

8ec.  2.  Be  k  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sev- 
eral Judges  of  Probate  in  this  State,  when  disqualified  for  reasons  of 
interest,  as  in  this  act  mentionedi  to  notifiy  the  Clerks  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  their  respective  Counties,  to  attend  and  discharge  their  said 
duties,  and  in  no  instance  shall  any  Judge  of  Probate  act  in  any  mat- 
4ers  in  which  be  is  interested,  arid  if  any  x>ne  presumes  so  to  do,  his 
acts  are  hereby  declared  null  and  void. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several  Clerks,  when  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  any  Judge  of  Probate  under  this  act,  shall  re- 
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ceive  the  same  compensation  as  is  now  provided  for  by  law  for  the 
Judges  of  Probate  for  like  services. 

The  foregoing  amendment  vrill  not  only  prevent  Ihe  particular 
abuse  intended  to  be  corrected  by  the  origmal  bill,  but  all  others  of 
a  like  character  which  can  arise;  it  bekig  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  Judges  of  Probate  to  audit 
and  approve  the  accounts  of  estates  of  deceased  persons  in  any  ca- 
ses in  which  they  shall*  be  acting  as  Executors,  Administrators,  Dis- 
tributees, Legatees  or  Creditors.  The  proposed  amendment  appears 
to  the  Committee  to  be  sufficient  to  the  whole  subjeet.  The  bill 
when  so  amended,  ought  to  be  passed,  in  ihe  opiniou  o(  the  Com- 
mittee.   Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  ComnMttee. 
Which  was  received  and  read^  and  the  accompanying  bill  placeil 
among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Long  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  made  the  following  re- 
port : 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled, An  Act  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting,  having  considered  the 
same,  instruct  the  undersigned  to  reeooimend  the  passage  of  said 
bill,  without  amendment,  as  highly  necessary  to  the  purity  of  tb* 
ballot  box. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Committee. 
Which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  tbe  bill  accompanying  the 
same  placed  among  tbe  orders  of  the  day. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre^ 
sentatives : 

House  of  Refbbsentativbs,  December  9,  18&4. 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — ^The  House  has  passed  the  following  bills : 
Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  legitinyitize  Lucinda  Read,  and  to 
make  her  the  heir  at  law  of  William  M.  Read,   of  the  Coiinty   of 
Hamilton,  Florida ; 

Bill  to  be  entitled^  An  Act  to  authorize  Jackson  Lee,  of  Hamilton 
County,  to  assume  the  managen»ent  of  his  own  estate. 
Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 

CVk  House  Rep's. 
Which  was  read;  and  the  accompanying  bills  ];4aced  among  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  Bet- 
tors on  the  16th  sections ; 
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Was  read,  the  second  time)  and  ordered  to  be  en^^rossed  for  a 
third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  in  relation  to  Evidence ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  in  relative  to  slaves  and  free  persons 
t)f  color  ; 

Wiis  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

A  resolution  in  relation  to  adjournment  of  General  Assembly 
sine  die  on  the  20th  inst ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time, 
and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filor,  Gillie  Hopkins,  My- 
lick,  Tracey  and  Wynn— 9, 

Nays — Mr,  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Hawcs,  Kilcrease,  Long, 
Nicholson  and  Provence. — ^7, 

Said  resolution  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  «llow  the  Supreme  and  Circuit 
Coorts  to  hold  extra  terms ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  create  «  fifth  Judicial  Circuit  in 
this  State ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Provence,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
nittee  of  the  Whole  on  said  hill — Mr.  Tracy  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  through 
their  Chairman  reported  the  bill,  with  amendments,  and  recommend 
«d  its  passage,  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  same. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  readhig  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  B.  Anderson,  of  Jackson  County ; 

Was  r*'ad  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  restore  the  force  and  operation 
of  the  general  laws  of  this  State  in  relation  to  the  migration  of  free 
persons  t»f  color  into  this  State ; 

U'  I?  fpar!  the  st'cond  time  and  Offlered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 

Was  leAti  wi..  ..>*••  1-  -  *•      '    )   vM.-e.  /efcr- 

fed  to  the  Comnut<tee  on  Propositions  and  Ciiicvuucc:). 
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Hoase  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Christy 
and  Theophilus  Higginbotham ; 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  Neil  Monroe  to 
establish  a  ferry  across  the  Withlacooehee  River ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  rule  vaived,  read  the  third  time,  and 
upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filor, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  My  rick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Tracy 
and  Wynn. — 15. 

Nay^Mr.  Kilcrease. — 1. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  Andrew  J.  Smiley, 
a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate  , 

Was  read  the  second  time,  rule  waived,  read  the  tlnrd  time,  and 
upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas^-Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filor, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Tracy 
and  Wynn — 15. 

Nays-^None. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represeota- 
tives. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  Wat&on  W.  Leg- 
gett; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time,, 
and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Hawes,  Hop- 
kins, Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Provence,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis  and  Nicholson — 4, 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. 

House  Resolution  to  declare  Manatee  a  Port  of  Delivery  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  the  resolution  read 
the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the   vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filor, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Prov- 
ence, Tracy  and  Wynn — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  resolution  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  he  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 
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IloQso  bill  to  be  enlilled.  An  act  to  «mthorize  Jackson  Loc,  of 
Hamilton  County',  to  assiiine  the  manngemcnt  of  his  own  estate ; 

Was  read  the  lirst  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

House  bill  to  be  enti:led,  An  act  to  legitimatize  Lucinda  Read 
and  to  make  her  heir  at  law  of  William  M.  Read,  of  the  County  of 
Hamilton,  Florida ; 

Was  read  the  fii-st  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  in  rela- 
tion to  pilotage  at  the  port  of  Key  West ; 

W^as  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filor, 
Giilis,  Uawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Tracy 
and  Wynn — 15. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  slated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  the  road  tax  of 
Santa  Rosa  County  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage, 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Con«»,  Eppes,  Filor, 
Giilis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Mynck,  Nicholson,  Ti-acy  and  Wynu 
—15. 

Nays — none. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

An  Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Tal- 
lahassee and  Quincy  Plank  Road  Company,  was  read  the  third  time : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table  for  tlM 
present 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10 
o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  12,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings 
was  read  and  approved. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions,  which  had  passed  the  Senate, 
were  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 

House  Bill  to  authorize  Andrew  J.  Smiley,  a  minor,  to  assume  the 
maaagement  of  his  own  estate ; 
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House  Bill  to  aotlioHze  Neil  Monroo  to  establish  a  Ferry  across 
the  WithlHCoochee  River; 

A  BI1  t<i  repeal  the  Rond  Tux  of  Santa  Rosa  County; 

A  Bill  to  amend  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of  Key 
West; 

Hciuse  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Watson  W.  Leggett ; 

House  Resolution  to  declare  ManrUee  a  Port  of  Delivery  ; 

A  Resolution  in  relation  to  the  election  of  officers  therein  named  ; 

A  Resolution  designating  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Hawes  gave  notice,  that  he  will  on  some  future  day  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  Act  in  relation  to  a  road  tax  in 
the  counties  of  Putnan  and  Marion. 

Mr.  Nicholson  gave  notice,  that  he  will  On  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Perdido  and  Lagoon  Ca- 
nal Company. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Eppes  Introduced  a  bill  entitled 
An  act  to  repeal  section  4,  of  an  act  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled 
An  act  to  Cbtablish  and  organise  a  Mayor's  Court  for  the  city  of  Ap- 
alachicola,  approved  January  5th,  1853; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waivet),  and  Mr.  Eppes  permitted  to  in- 
troduce without  previous  notice  a  bill  to  repeal  An  act  entitled  An 
act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  Licenses  to  retail  spiritu- 
ous liquors,  approved  January  6th,  1853 ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  and  read  the  sec* 
ond  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Provence,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Hopkins  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their 
Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  co  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
same; 

Which  was  received. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  seventy-five  copies  of  said  bill  as  amended 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Myrick  permitted,  with- 
out previous  notice,  to  introduce  a  bill  in  relation  to  Common  Law 
Proceedings. 

Said  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  on  motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Filor  permitted,  without 

previous  notice,  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  in  rt'latiou 

to  the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color  into  the  Port  of  Key  West. 

Said  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 

and  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Briuson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filor, 
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Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nichulson,  Provence,  Smithy 
Tracy  and  Wynn— 16. 
Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. . 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Hoase  of  Representa* 
tives. 

Mr.  Hawes  presented  a  presentnaent  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Put- 
nam County  in  relation  to  the  proposed  Palatka  and  Micanopy  Plank 
Roail  Company ; 
Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  opon  the  table. 
Mr.  Hawes  presented  a  inemoriHl  from  certain  citizens  of  Orange 
County  in  relation  to  abridging  the  boundaries  of  said  County ; 
Which  was  read,  and  on  motion,  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  following   message  was   received  from   his  Excellency  the 
Governor: 

Executive  Chamber, 

December  9,  1854. 
To  Uie  Honorable  H.  V.  Snbll, 

President  of  the  Senate  ; 
Sir  : — I  respectfully  nominate  Jacob  A.  Garrard  and   Cyprian  T. 
Jeokiiis  as  Notarys  Public  in  and  for  the  County  of  Hernando,  and 
James  A.  Boyet  and    John  E.  Johnson  as  Auctioneers  in  and    for 
die  said  County  of  Hernando. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 
Which  was  read,  and  the  nominations  therein  named,  confirmed 
by  the  Senate ; 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor: 

Executive  Chamber,  > 

Tallahassee,  December  9,  1854. ) 
To  the  Honorable  H.  V.  Snell, 

President  of  the  Senate  : 
Sm : — ^I  nominate   William   P.   Dewees  for  the  oflfice  of  Notary 
Public,  in  and  for  Duval  County. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 
Which  was  read^  and  the  nomination  therein  named,  confirmed  bj 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Constitution, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Constitution,  to  whom  waa 
referred  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as  relates  to  that  sul>- 
ject,  have  duly  considered  the  suggestions  of  the  Executive,  and  beg 
leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  in  their  opinion,  tlie  causes  subsisting  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  oar  State  Constitution  for  the  exclusion  from  office 
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of  any  **  President,  Cashier  or  otlitT  officers  of  Banking  Cor- 
porations," liave  ceased  to  exist,  and  are  no  longer  ot  any  vi- 
tality or  impoi-tance;  and  whatever  the  wisdom,  or  how  great 
the  spirit  of  justice  in  which  they  were  conceived,  now  that  those 
causes  have  ceased,  and  the  reasons  disappeared,  it  would  alike  be 
unwise  as  unjust  to  partially  disfranchise  any  persons  not  obnoxioua 
for  reasons  of  8tate  or  national  policy.  The  dictates  of  freedom, 
and  the  policy  of  our  Government,  alike  point  to  such  a  conclu- 
feion. 

In  their  opinion,  also,  the  clause  in  the  8th  Section  of  tlie  6th  Ar- 
ticle of  tlie  Constitution,  prohibiting  any  Governor  of  the  State  from 
being  "  eligible  to  election  or  appointment  to  any  other  or  different 
station  or  office,  or  post  of  honor,  t)r  emolument  under  this  State,  or 
to  the  station  of  Senator  or  Representative  in  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  until  one  year  after  he  shall  have  ceased  to  be  such  Gov* 
ernor,"  was  ever  the  intimation  of  a  groundless  fear,  and"  a  useless 
requiiement,  without  reason  in  its  inception  and  useless  to  continue. 
While,  however,  in  these  requirements,  is  to  be  witnessed  the  stu- 
dious zeal  and  penetrating  forecast  of  the  founders  of  oar  Constitution, 
for  the  preservation  at  once  of  the  liberty  and  purity  of  our  Govern- 
ment in  the  qualification  of  its  officials,  yet  they  can  but  suggest  that 
the  reasons,  as  regards  the  two  classes  named,  having  ceased,  jus- 
tice and  equality  demand  their  repeal. 

The  Committee,  however,  cannot  so  readily  perceive  any  cause 
for  removing  the  Constitutional  disability  as  to  Judges,  Justices^ 
Chancellors  and  the  Clergy. 

Those  high  officials  should,  in  their  opinion,  be  alike  removed 
from  the  influences  of  the  world  and  all  considerations,  thougbts^ 
feelings,  tendencies  or  impressions  derived  therefrom.  The' purity 
at  once  of  the  Altar  and  the  spotless  ermine  of  the  Bench,  are  bet- 
ter preserved  by  such  a  provision ;  and  while  they  feel  such  denial 
is  not  intended  as  an  abridgement  of  their  several  and  ihdividtial 
rights,  they  can  but  say,  they  recognize  in  it  a  high  compliment  to 
their  peculiar  and  deservedly  respected  and  exalted  stations. 

The  Committee  also  suggest,  that  no  change  be' made  from  Bien- 
nial  to  Annual  Sessions.  The  system  is  yet  new,  and  scarcely 
tested ;  while  the  experience  of  other  States  demonstrates  that  a 
cliange  of  this  kind,  though  at  first  apparently  not  so  econonjical, 
yet  in  its  progress  and  consummation  becomes  most  so.  They  are 
willing  to  test  the  system  fully,  and  unwilling  to  impose  tlie  great 
expense  of  "  Annual  Assemblages"  upon  the  people. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to 
report  the  following  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  recom- 
mend their  adoption. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

T.  J,  EPPES, 

Chairman. 
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Wbbb  WAS  recehrecl  and  read,  and  tiM  aceomfiaiiying^ill  plaoad 
troong  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Long,  from  the  Jodiciarj  Committee,  made  the  following  re^ 
port: 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  **  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  relative  to  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors/'  having  had^ 
the  same  nnder  consideration,  have  instructed  the  undersigned  to 

REPORT  I 

That  the  Committee  have  conferfed  with  the  author  of  the  bill 
and  learn  that  his  object  is  to  cause  the  laws  now  in  force  on  the 
subject  to  be  more  effectually  enforced  in  Monroe  County.  To  this 
end,  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to  report  the  following  bill  in  Heu 
of  that  referred,  as  better  meeting  the  views  ol  the  Committee  and 
of  the  author  of  the  original  bill. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Committee. 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Or- 
ders of  the  day. 

Mr.  Long,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made  the  following  re« 
port: 

.  The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  ''a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  service  necessary 
tube  given  by  Sheriffs  and  other  Officers,"  have  carefully  considered 
the  same,  and  instruct  the  undersigned  to  report  that  said  bill  do  not 
pass. 

The  Committee  find  that  the  existing  law  provides  for  the  service 
of  process  by  reading  the  same  to  the  defendant,  or  delivering  him 
a  copy  thereof,  or  leaving  buch  copy  at  his  usual  place  of  abode, 
with  some  person  of  the  family  above  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  The 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  against  common  right  to  hold  a 
•itizen  to  appear  and  defend  or  testify  in  any  tsause,  in  Courts  of  Jus- 
tiee,  without  doe  and  proper  notice,  and  that  the  provisions  of  the 
hill  ander  consideration  might  and  probably  would  justify  the  sueing 
of  citisens  when  innocently  or  temporarily  absent  from  home. 

If  in  any  cases  it  is  suspected  that  persons  are  in  the  habit  of  eva* 
ding  the  process  of  law,  either  by  *'  absconding  or  concealing  them- 
selves," the  law  at  present  fully  provides  for  sueing  them  by  at- 
taebment  As  the  object  of  the  sen  ice  of  process  is  to  give  notice 
to  the  party  against  whom  it  is  issued,  the  committee  are  aware  of 
DO  sound  principle  upon  which  it  can  be  dispensed  with.  If  the  par- 
ty is  absent  from  his  usual  place  of  abode  innocently,  then  it  would 
seem  just  that  the  process  should  remain  until  his  return,  for  the 
process  posted  on  the  door  may  be  destroyed  or  removed  before  hia 
return ;  and  if  the  party  be  absent  to  evade  the  service  of  process,  then 
his  property  is  subject  to  attachment  So  that  the  oommittee  con« 
10  S 
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elinto  thftt  no  ftaffieient  reason  exists  for  tber  proposed  umeikdment  of 
the  law^  and  they  fear  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  tbero  would 
lead  to  mischievoos  abuse^  and  be  used  for  purposes  not  contempla- 
ted by  its  author. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A,  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Committee* 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  Bill  plaeed  among  the  Or- 
ders of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Filor  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  the  follow- 
ing bills  as  correctly  engrossed  : 

A  bin  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  allow  the  Supreme  and  Circuit 
Courts  to  bold  extra  terms ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  in  relation  to  Evidence ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  granting  pre-emptions  on  Sixteenth 
Sections ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  for  the  Relief  of  John  B.  Anderson. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JAS.  FILOR,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  said  Engrossed  Bills  placed 
among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Provence,  from  the  Conunittee  on  Corporations,  made  the 
following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Corporations,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  en- 
titled ''  A  Bill  to  incorporate  the  Palatka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road 
Company,"  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  through  me, 
their  Chairman,  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  the  9th  Section  of  said  bill  asks  a  subscription  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  from  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund.  Your  Com- 
mittee have  not  been  able  to  find  a  precedent  of  any  appropriation 
to  similar  works,  but  on  the  contrary  that  such  applications  have 
been  usually  denied.  Therefore  your  Committee  regret  that  they 
cannot  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill,  with  the  above  named 
Section.  They,  however,  recommend  its  passage  with  the  said  9th 
Section  stricken  out.  D.  PROVENCE, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Long,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Enrolled  Bills^made  the  follow- 
ing report: 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 
That  they  have  examined  ''  An  act  to  empower  John   Richard 
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Bra(lford,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate/' 
aid  find  the  same  correctly  enrolled. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman. 
Which  was  read. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  subject  of  the  contested  election  in  the  12th  Senatorial  dig. 
trict,  came  up  as  the  special  order  for  to-day. 

The  substitute  of  Mr.  Long  was  passed  as  the  order  of  the  Senate 
by  the  following  vote  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long, 
Provence  and  Wynn — S, 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Nicholson 
and  Tracy — 6. 

Ordered  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  informed  of  the 
vacancy. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Palatka 
aid  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  for  the 
coBsideration  of  said  bill,  Mr.  Long  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  through 
their  Chairman  repotted  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate,  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  again ; 

Which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table  foi^ 
the  present,  and  seventy -five  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

A  bill  te  authorixe  revenue  officers  to  pay  over  poll  tax,  and  for 
other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Taxation  and 
Revenue. 

A  bill  for  tke  relief  of  Judges  of  Probate  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  it  was  referred  to  the  Comittee  on  the 
Jgdiciary. 

A  bill  to  abolish  the  tax  on  certain  property  therein  named ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Provence,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Taxation  and  Revenue. 

A  bill  to  establish  a  Ferry  fit  Brown's  Ferry  on  the  Chattahoochee 
fiver ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  timei 
and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 
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Yeat-oMr.  Prestdent^  Messrs,  Bird,  Brntson,  Cone,  Bppes,  Fllor, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkius,  Long,  My  rick,  Nicholson,  Smith,  Tracy 
and  Wynn — 15. 

Nays— -Mr,  Kilcrease-^l. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

A  bill  to  consolidate  the  office  of  Sheriff  and  Tax- Assessor  and 
Collector  of  Jackson  Couoty ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time, 
and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filor^ 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  My  rick,  NichdUon,  Prov- 
ence, Smith,  Tracy  and  Wjnn — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  drainage  of  Alachaa  Savannah ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  resolution  in  relatiou  to  payment  of  the  members  of  the  board 
of  Internal  Improvement ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  tirne^ 
and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage^  the  vote  was :. 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filor^ 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Nioholson,  Prov- 
ence, Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 18. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  said  resolution  passed. 

Ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

A  bill  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  certain  cases ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  prevent  Fraudulent  Voting  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage, 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  FSor, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Prov^ 
enoe,  Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn— 17. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed-^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represeula* 
tives. 

House  bill  to  restore  the  force  and  operation  of  the  general  laws 
in  tbut  St^te,  in  r^^tion^Q  the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color; 
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Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filor, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  My  rick,  Nicholson,  Prov- 
ence, Smith,  Tracy,  and  Wynn-— 17. 

Nay^— None. 

So  said  hill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  he  same  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

House  hill  to  allow  Jackson  hee,  a  minor,  to  manage  his  own  es« 
tate; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time 
and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Ml.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filor, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  My  rick,  Nicholson,  Prov- 
ence, Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 17. 

Najs — None. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

House  hill  to  legitimatize  Lucinda  Read  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time^ 
and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Oillis, 
HaweSy  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence, 
Smith  and  Tracy— 15. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Anderson  of  Jackson 
County  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage, 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filor, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  My  rick,  Nicholson,  Prov- 
vence.  Smith  and  Tracy — 16. 

Nays — 'None. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

An  Engrossed  Bill  granting  pre-emptions  on  Sixteenth  Sections  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time* 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Cone  moved  to  refer 
the  said  Bill  to  a  Select  Conunittee ; 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  Messrs.  Cone,  Kilcrease  and  Bird 
were  appointed  said  Committee. 
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An  Engrossed  Bill  to  allow  the  Supreme  and  Circuit  Courts  to 
hold  extra  terms ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
vote  was: 

Yeas—Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filer, 
Oillis,  Hnwes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Mjrick,  Nieholsou, 
Provence,  Soiith  and  Tracy — IG. 

Nays— None. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

An  Engrossed  Bill  in  relation  to  Evidence  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
vote  was ; 

Yeas-— Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filer,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hop- 
kins, Long.  My  rick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 13. 

Nays— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird  and  Ktlcrease — 3. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stnted. 

Ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Paialka  and  Micauopy  Plank  Road 
Company ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Eppes  moved  that  the 
Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
providing  by  law  for  appeals  to  the  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State 
from  orders  or  decisions  of  the  respective  Boards  of  Connty  Com- 
missioners of  this  State,  and  that  said  Committee  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise ; 

Which  was  adopted. 

Oa  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10 o'clock,  A.  M. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  13,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  waa  read  and 
approved. 

The  decision  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  eontested  Election 
from  the  12th  Senatorial  District,  was  transmitted  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor. 

The  following  bills  and  resolution  which  had  passed  the  Senate 
were  transmitted  to  the  House,  viz : 

House  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  restore  the  force  and  opera* 
lion  of  the  general  laws  of  this  State,  in  relation  to  the  migration  of 
free  persona  of  color  into  this  State ; 
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HoQ9e  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  Authorize  Jncltson  Lee,  of 
Humilton  County,  to  Hssiime  the  management  of  his  own  estate  ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Aot  to  legitimatize  Lucinda  Read, 
•ntl  to  make  her  thf»  heir  at  law,  of  William  M.  Kcad,  of  the  Coun- 
tj  of  Hamilton,  Florida  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  in  relation  to  Evidence  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for  rhe  relief  of  John  B.  Anderson; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  allow  the  Supreme  and  Circuit 
Courts,  to  hold  extra  terms ; 

A  bill  to  establish  a  Ferry  at  Brown's  Ferrj',  in  Jackson  County  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  prevent  fiaudulont  voting; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  amendatory  of  the  several  acts,  in 
relatioD  to  the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color,  into  the  Port  of 
Key  West ; 

A  bill  to  consolidate  the  office  of  Sheriff  and  Tux  Assessor  and 
Collector,  of  Jackson  County ; 

Resolution  in  relation  to  payment  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Im« 
provements  ; 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mi.  Hawes  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  the  Counties  of  Put- 
Dani  and  Marion ; 

Which  bill  was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  a  bUl  to  b^  entitled.  An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Quincy  and  Tallahassee  Plank  Road  Company,  was  taken 
from  the  table,  and  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  President  presented  a  memorial  from  the  citizens  of  Hills* 
borough  County  in  regard  to  the  License  Tax  on  Retailers  of  Spirit- 
uous Liquors ; 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion,  laid  upon  the  taVe. 

Mr.  Filor,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  the  follow- 
ing Report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  have  instructed  the  undersign- 
«d  to  report  the  following  bills  as  correctly  engrossed : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  fifth  Judicial  Circuit; 

An  act  goTerning  Judges  of  Probate  in  certain  cases. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  Engrossed  Bills  placed 
among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Long,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  follow- 
ing Report : 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled "  An  act  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free  persons  of  color,"  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration.  The  Committee  fully  approve  of 
the  object  of  the  bill,  as  necessary  to  the  proper  subordination  of 
that  jclaas  of  our  population ;  but  as  the  bill  referred  appears  to  have 
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been  rather  hastily  and  innrtificiiilly  drafted,  the  Committee  have  in* 
atructed  the  undersigned  to  recommend  that  said  bill  be  amended  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  inserting  the  three  sec- 
tions herewith  submitted,  in  lieu  thereof.  This  amendment  embo- 
dies all  the  objects  of  the  author  of  the  bill,  with  several  verbal 
amendments,  more  clearly  expressive  of  that  object  Whea  so 
amended^  the  Committee  recommend  the  passage  of  said  bill. 

Rispectfttlly  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Com. 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Or* 
di^rs  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  mado 
the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  enti  led  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  C.  A.  Hentz,  tbrough 
their  Chairman,  ask  leave  to 

«  REPORT  J 

Thnt  they  have  examined  s-iid  case,  and  find  that  some  time  in  the 
year  1849,  Dr.  Hentz  was  called  upon  by  the  Coroner  of  Jackson 
Connty,  to  be  present  at  the  disinterment  of  E.  B.  Jourdan,  who  had 
been  killed  and  buried.  It  appearing  to  us  that  nothing  was  done 
by  him,  professionally,  the  corpse  b^ing  in  a  too  putrid  state  for  ex- 
amination,  but  as  he  was  summoned  to  the  place  by  the  .Coroner 
and  attended,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  he  should  be  en- 
titled to  a  fair  remuneration,  and,  therefore,  recommend  the  bill 
should  pass  with  the  following  amendment : 

Strike  out  all  afier  the  words  ''audit  and  allow  Dr.  C.  A.  Hentz," 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following :  Twenty-five  dollars  for  his 
attendance  on  the  Coroner's  inquest  at  an  examination  held  on  the 
body  of  E.  B.  Jourdan,  in  the  year  1849. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  W.  SMITH, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Or* 
ders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre* 
fentatives : 

UoijsB  OP  Rbprrsbntatives,  > 
December  12,  1854.      ) 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sib  :— ^The  House  has  refused  to  adopt  the  Joint  Rules  reported 
by  the  Joint  Select  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  drafting 
the  same,  and  Messrs.  Dell,  Shine  and  Dewitt  have  be(*n  appointed 
a  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  act  with  a  similar  Com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  drafting  and  re- 
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portiiig  Joint  Rules  tar  tbe  regulation   of  the  action,  of  the  two 
houses  of  the  General  Assembly  during  the  present  session. 
9  Very  Respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 

Clerk  Ho,  Reps, 
Wliich  was  received  and  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Long  the 
following  Committee  was  appointed  to  a<*t  with  a  similar  Committee 
oil  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  purpose  of  draft- 
mg  Joint  Rules  for  the  Government  of  the  two  Houses,  viz :  Messrs. 
Long,  Eppes  and  Brinson. 

The  following  message  \^eti  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives : 

House  of  RMBRBSBNi'ATivEs,  > 
December  12,  1854.      ) 
Hon,  President  of  the  Senate: 

Sis  : — ^The  following  Bills  and  Resolution  have  passed  the  House, 
viz: 

Bill  to  be  entitled  Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Algernon  S.  Sp^e^  and 
Arthur  Ginn ;  * 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  anthorize  Samuel  A.  Leonard  to  build 
a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Stephen  C.  Gonzalez  to  build 
a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola  ; 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  James  M.  Cockroff  to  ^rect 
a  Toll  Bridge  across  East  River,  in   the  County  of  Walton,  at  or 
near  Cockrofiss  Ferry,  on  said   River ; 
Resolution  asking  that  Picolata  be  made  a  Port  of  Delivery>. 

Very  Respectfully, 

HUGH   A.  CORLEY, 
Cleri  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  accompanying  House  Bilt 
and  Resolution  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  BHl  to  be  entitled  Ao  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  An  act  to 
«nend  the  sevaral  acts  concerning  Licences  to  retail  Spirituous  Li- 
quors, approved  January  8,  1853 ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion^  was  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow^ 

A  bill  to.be  eatilled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  Mayor's  Court  of 
the  City  of  Aapalachicola ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  orderedto  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  tonnorrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  Ao  act  to  amend  the  third  and  eighth  sec 
tioos  of  the  6th  article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  three  several  times  as  of  the  first  day,  and  ordered  for 
a  second  reading  on  tomorrow. 

lis 
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A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  in  relation  to  the  ser- 
vice necessary  to  be  given  by  Sheriffs  and  other  officers ; 

Was  read  the  second  tinae,  when  on  motioif  of  Mr.  Myrick,  the  bill 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  enforce  the  laws  against  violations 
of  the  Sabbath  day,  in  Monroe  County ; 

Was  read  the  second   time,  and  ordered   to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  readino^  on  to  morrow. 

An'engrossed'bill  to  be  entitled  Ad  act  to  incorporate  the  Tallahas- 
see and  Quincy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  qiiestion  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Filor,  Gtllis, 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smith,  Tra- 
•y  and  Wynn — 15. 
Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ord^ed  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represeota- 
tives. 

An  engrossed  biQ  to  ber  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  flflh  Judical 
Circuit ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Filer,  GiUis, 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith,  Tra- 
cy and  VVynn — 15. 

Nays — Mr.  Kilcrease — 1. 
So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives ; 

An  engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  governing  Judges  of  Pro- 
bates in  certain  cases : 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  tho 
vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Filor,  Gfllis, 
Hawes,  Hopkiifs,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrkk,  Nkholson,  Smith,  Tra- 
cy and  Wynn — 15. 
Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tfres. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  Road  Tax  in  tho 
Counties  of  Putnam  and  Marion ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to^ 
morrow. 
House  resolution  declaring  Picolata  a  Port  of  Delivery  j 
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Was  read  the  first  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy  the  rule  was 
waived,  the  resolution  read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

UoQse  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  James  M.  Cockroff 
to  erect  a  Toll  Bridge  across  East  River,  in  the  County  of  Walton, 
at  or  near  Cockrofis  Ferry,  on  said  River ; 

Was  read  a  first  time,  when  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gillis,  the  rule  was 
waived,  and  the  bill  read  a  second  and  third  time  by  its  title,  and 
apon  the  question  of  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Filor,  Gillis, 
U&wes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick^  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith,  Tra- 
cy and  Wynn — 15. 

Nays — Mr.  Kilcrease — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivts. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  Stephen  C.  Qonza- 
lez,  to  build  a  Wharf  in  the  city  ot  Pensacola  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wynn,  the  rule  was 
waived,  and  the  bill  read  a  second  and  third  time  by  its  title,  and  up- 
on the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Branson,  Cone,  Filor,  Gillis, 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  My  rick,  Nicholson,  Provenee, 
Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  Samuel  Am  Leon- 
ard, to  build  a  Wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola. 

Was  read  a  first  time;  when  a  motion  of  Mr.  Wynn,  the  rule  was 
waived,  and  the  bill  read  a  second  and  third  time  by  its  title,  aiKl 
upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Filor,  Gillis, 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence, 
Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represeola. 
tirsi. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Algernon 
8.  Speer,  and  Arthur  Ginn ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
Bierrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free  per- 
seat  of  color; 
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Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  tOt 
Qiorrow. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  ^nd  Mr.  Filor  allowed  without 
previous  notice  to  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled^  An  Act  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Supreme  and  Circuit  Coqr^  Judges  of  this  Stte  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  on  motion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on, 
the  Judiciary. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  9 
o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  14,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read 
and  a(fJ)roved. 

A  communication  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in- 
forming them  that  the  Senate  'had  appointed  a  Committee,  to  act 
with  a  similar  Committee  from  the  House,  to  draft  Joint  Rules  for  the 
government  of  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly. 

An  Act  to  empower  John  Richard  Bradford  to  assume  the  man* 
t  agement  of  his  own  estate,  was  sent  for  approval,  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor. 

The  Cbllowing  Bills  and  Resolution  which  had  passed  the  Senate, 
were  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  cer- 
tain cases ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  create  a  Fifth  Judicial  Circuit; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tallahasaee  and 
Quincy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  James  M.  CockroflT 
to  erect  a  Toll  Bridge  across  East  River,  in  the  County  of  Walton, 
at"  or  near  Cockrofll^s  F^rry,  on  said  River  ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  A.  Leonard 
to  build  a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola  ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  Stephen  C.  Goaxa- 
lez  to  build  a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola  ; 

Hou^e  Resolution  asking  that  Piedlata  be  made  a  Port  of  Ddiverj. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  amendment  of  the  Laws  in 
relation  to  the  Statute  of  Limitations  in  personal  actions. 

Mr.  Gillis  moved  that  a  copy  of  each  of  the  Newspapers  printed  in 
f^allahassee,  be  furnished  each  member  of  the  Senate ; 

Which  motion  was  adopted. 

pD  fnotion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  a  bill  to  allow  Spirituous  Liquors  Xm 
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he  ^Innik  where  sold,  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  placed  among 
the  Orders  of  the  Day, 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  from  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  of  Wakulla  County,  in  relation  to  the  bailding  of  a 
Court  House; 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Taxation  and  Reveime. 

Mr.  Bird  presented  several  memorials  of  the  citizens  of  Jefferson 
Coontj,  in  regard  to  retailing  Spirituous  Liquors ; 

Which  were  road,  and  on  mution>  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Taxation  and  Revenue. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  C.  H.  Austin, 
State  Treasurer : 

Treasurek's  Office, 
Tallahassee,  December  13,  1854. ' 
To  the  Han,  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sre  : — Accomf)an ying,  herewith,  1  send  a  map  of  the  United  States, 
received  from  the  late  Comptroller,  who  says  it  was  purclyised  lor 
(he  Senate  Chamber. 

I  am  very  Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  H.  AUSTIN, 
Treasurer 

Which  was  tead. 

Mr.  Filor  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  the  fol- 
io wiug  report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  as  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  the  following  bills : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  drainage  of  the  Alach- 
ua Savannah  ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Palatka  and  Mican- 
opy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repedl  nn  actamendatory  of  an  act 
to  establish  a  Mayor's  Court  ki  the  City  of  Apulacliicola ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  enforce  the  Laws  against  the  vio* 
lations  of  the  Sabbath  day,  in  Monroe  County. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAS.  FILOR, 
Chaii  man. 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  bills  placed  among  the  Or- 
dA^  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Hopkins  from  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievam- 
•es,  made  the  following  report : 

'Yhe  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  f»- 
ferred  a  bill,  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Memy  Christy  and 
Thoophilus  Higginbotham,  have  had  &e  smne  under  consideAtion, 
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and  beg  leave  to  report  the  bill  back  to  tho  Senate  and  reconicnend 
its  passage. 

EDWARD  HOPKLVS, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  tead,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  or- 
ders of  the  day. 

Mr.  Hopkins  also  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Propo.^itions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  wai 
referred  the  petition  of  Oakley  Mansfield  and  ninety-nine  oth- 
ers, of  the  County  of  Hillsborough,  praying  that  a  fine  on  one  Jose 
Vigil  be  remitted,  have  had  the  sapie  onder  consideration,  and  beg 
leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  the  prayer  of  tlie  petitioners  be  granted,  and  recommend  tbe 
passage  of  the  bill  for  his  relief. 

EDWARD  HOPKINS, 
^  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  or- 
ders of  the  day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  dd  and  8th  secUoDt  ef 
the  6th  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  three  several  times  as  on  its  second  reading,  and  cm^ 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Algernon  S« 
Speer  and  Arthur  Ginn ; 

W&s  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  rule  was  waived  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Me&sr8.|^Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Filer, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  My  rick,  Nicholson,  Smith,  Tra- 
cer and  Wynn-— li 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represenia* 
tives. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  the  Coiui^ 
ties  of  Putnam  and  Marion ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thiid 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  C  A.  Hentz ; 

Was  read  the  second  tim^,  when  the  amendments  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims  and  Accounts  were  adopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  jto-morrow. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


87 

The  Fnllovving  message  was  received  fiom  the  House  of  Reprt* 
aentatives : 

HoUSB    Ojr     RkPRESBNTATIVES,  j 

December  13,  1854. 
Hon,  President  of  the  Senate  .* 

Sir: — ^The  following  bills  have  passed  the  Housp,  viz : 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  Malcolm  Nicholson,  a  mi- 
nor, to  assume  the  managenient  of  his  own  estatt* ; 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authqrize  B.  T.  Jordan  to  build  a 
bridge  across  the  Suwannee  RiVer,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  An  act  entitled  "  Aa 
act  ill  relation  to  a  Road  tax  in  the  Counties  of  Sjinta  Rosa  and  £s- 
cambia,''  as  far  as  it  relates   to  the  County  of  Santa  Rosa. 

Very  Respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  Ho.  Repf, 

Which  was  read,  and  the  bills  placed  among  the  Orders  of  th« 
Day,  and  the  Senate  bill  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

Mr.  L<jng,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  tlie  follow- 
ing report : 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  enti- 
tled An  act  for  the  relief  of  Judges  of  Probate  and  other  purposes, 
haviug  bad  the  same  under  consideration,  instruct  the  undersigned 
to 

REPORT: 

That  in  their  opinion,  no  necessity  exists  for  the  passage  of  the 
tame,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  same  do  not  pass. 

The  Committee  suppose  that  the  bill  was  drafted  and  presented 
ttnder  a  misapprehension  of  the  existing  laws,  the  Committee  not  be- 
ing aware  of  any  law  requiring  Judges  of  Probate  to  administer  es- 
tates. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Committee. 
Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Or- 
ders of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Long^,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  "  A  bill 
to  he  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  regulating  common  law  pro- 
eeedings,"  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  instruct  the 
undersigned  to  recommend  its  passage. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Com.    ^ 
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Which  was  wns  received  and  read,  and  the  bill  placed,  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free  persons 
,  of  color; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  on  tO-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  the  19th  section  of  the  7th 
Chapter  of  the  Laws  relating  to  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  when  the  amendment  as  proposed  by 
the  Committee  on  tlie  Judiciary  w^as  adopted  in  lieu  of  the  originaf 
bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

An  Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Palat' 
ka  and  Micanopy  jflank  Road  Company; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  (Question  of  its  passage, 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,'Epp€t» 
Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Kilerease,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith, 
Tracy  and  Wynn-— 16. 

Nays — Mr.  Myrick — L 

So  the  bill  passed — tiile  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  tlie  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

.  An  engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  repeal  An  Act  amen- 
datory of  An  Act  to  establish  a  Mayor's  Court  in  the  City  of  Apa- 
lachicola'; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage^  the 
vote  was  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler, 
Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis,  Uawes,  Kilerease,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Prov- 
ence, Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  pas8ed-*-title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  RepreaenU- 
tives. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  enforce  the  laws  a- 
gainst  the  violations  of  the  Sabbath  day  in  Monroe  County ; 

.  Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was: 

\  eas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Crigler,  Eppes,  Fi- 
lor, Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilerease,  Long,  Nicholson,  Proven ee^ 
Smith  and  Wynn — 15. 

Nays — Mr.  Myrick — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa* 
tives. 
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Aq  MgrosMd  bitl  to  be  entided,  An  Act  td  aathoriza  ihe  drainage 
of  the' Akchaa  Savannah ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  qnestion  of  Its  passage,  the 
to*e  was : 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird.'Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Eppes^ 
Fdor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Mjrick,  Nicholson,  Provence, 
Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 17; 

Nays — Mr.  Kilcrease — ^1; 

So  the  bill  passed — tide  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  HoaSe  of  Representa- 
tives. 

The  following  commuQic^tion  was  received  firom  his  Exeellency 
the  Governor : 

EXucvTvrH  Chakbbk,         ) 
Tallahassbs,  December  12, 1864.  J 
To  the  Hon.  H.  V.  Snbll, 

President  of  the  Senate : 

Sni:^=^I  respectfully  nontinate  Thdraas  Shea,  Diivid  Stow,  Benja- 
min Ldeas,  Daniel  Pratt  and  Robert  Myers  lU  Auctioneers  in  and  for 
the  Coonty  of  Franklin. 

N.  Baker,  A.  R.  Allender,  J.  Milligan,  Harvy  Swairt>  B.  L. 
Tnnier,  H;  Harrison,  s^n.-,  and  James  P.  Penfl,  as  Port  Wardens  in 
and  for  the  Connty  of  Franklin. 

Samuel  Beneser^  Robert  Myers,  William  A.  Kaih,  Francis  A.  Al- 
lender, and  Benjamin  Ellison  as  Commissioners  of  Pilotage  in  and 
for  the  County  Of  Fi-anklin. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  nominations  therein  contained  were  ad- 
vised and  consented  to. 

The  following  commttnicatioti  ti^as  received  from  his  Excellency 
the  Govertidr : 

£XBCUTIVX    CuAMBSn,        > 

i)ecember  13, 1854.  ] 
Hon.  H.  V.  S{7BLL, 

President  of  the  Senate  : 
SiK : — ^I  enclose  a  communication  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  State 
showing  that  the  appropriations  for  criminal  prosecutions  and  for 
pay  of  Jurors  and  Witnesses,  have  been  exhausted,  and  furnishing 
estimates  for  the  probable  outstanding  balances. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  an  early  appropriation  be  made  by 
the  General  Assembly  to  cover  these  outstanding  balances; 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 
Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  T^racy,  the  message  and 
accompanying  letter  from  the  Treasurer  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revenue  and  Taxation. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Hawes  moved  that  the 
.bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  granting  certain  Lands  to  the  Pilatka  and 
13  S 
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MiOMopy  Plank  Road  Companj  be  taken  from  the  taUa  and 
placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day  ; 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cone,  the  Senate  adjourned  nntil  to-morrow,  10 
o'clock,  A..  M. 


FRIDAY,  December  15,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  were  transmitted 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  Ah  Act  to  incorporate  the  Pilatka  and  Mica* 
nopy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  amendatory  of  an 
act  to  establish  a  Mayor's  Court  in  the  City  of  Apalaohicola ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  enforce  the  violations  of  the  Sab^ 
bath  Day  :n  Monroe  County ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  the  drainage  of  Alachua 
Savannah ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Algernon  S. 
Speer  and  Arthur  Ginn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brinson,  the  memorial  from  the  citizens  of 
Hillsborough  County,  in  regard  to  retailing  Spirituous  Liquors,  was 
laken  from  the  table  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Taxation  and 
Revenue. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Myrick  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitied.  An  aet  to  regulate  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  this  State,  &c ; 

Which  was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Nicholson  introduced  a  kill  to  be 
entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  William  Webb  to  establish  a  f^rry  across 
Escambia  Bay ;  ^' 

Was  was  received  and  placed  among  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Also  the  following: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Lagoon  and  Per- 
dido  Canal  Company ; 

Which  was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. . 

Mr.  Brinson,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  act  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the  Navigation  of  the 
Suwannee  River ; 

Which  was  received  and  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

On  motion,  the  rule*  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  allowed,  with- 
out previous  notice,  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitied)  An  act  to 
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imend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Jacksonville  and 
Alligator  Hank  Road  Company ; 

Which  was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  and  t|ie  memo* 
rial  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Duval  County,  in  relation  to  the  same,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Corporations. 

Mr.  Kilcrease  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  authorize  Charles  B< 
Longworth,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate. 

3^.  Long,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  foUowr 
ing  report : 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  "  a  bill  to  be 
ejQtitled,  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Supreme  and  Circuit  Coartt 
Judges  oi  this  State/'  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
have  instructed  the  undersigned  to 

REPORT  : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  no  valid  reason  exists  for 
Che  passage  of  the  same.  The  Judges  of  Florida  are  at  preeent  pro* 
hibited,  by  law,  from  trying  causes  in  which  they  have  been  engaged 
as  CoonseJ,  or  in  which  they  aVe  interested.  The  Committee  seri- 
OQsly  doubt  the  power  and  policy  of  Legislative  interferenoe,  on  • 
niatter  so  exclusively  addressing  itself  to  the  Judges'  own  sense  of 
delicacy  or  propriety.  Until  it  shall  be  deemed  necessary  to  forbid, 
by  law,  all  Judges  of  this  State  from  attending  to  any  private  busi- 
ness or  pursnit,  the  Conimittee  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  prohibiting 
a  Judge  to  pursue  a  lawful  business  of  one  particular  kind.  The 
Committee,  therefore,  unanimously  instruct  the  undersigned  to  re- 
commend that  said  bill  do  not  pass. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Committee. 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Or- 
ders of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Wynn,  from  the  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  made 
the  following  Report : 

The  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  to  authorize  R^evenne  Officers  to  pay 
over  Poll  Tax  to  County  Commissioners,  and  for  other  porposeSy*^ 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  having  examined  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
for  the  last  fiscal  year,  they  find  the  receipts  from  all  sources  of 
Revenue  were  962,801.51,  while  the  payments  during  the  same 
time  were  $62,233.51,  leaving  a  balance  of  only  $568  in  the  Treas- 
ury. And  also  having  ascertained  from  the  Office  of  the  Comptrol* 
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)er  that  the  reTjdniie  arisiog  from  Poll  or  Capitation  Tax  amounU 
to  $4,183.85,  which  if  taken  from  the  whole  Revenne  would  laaye  it 
ipsufficient  for  the  purposes  of  Government^  they  are  of  the  opinion 
)hat  the  bill  should  not  pass. 

llie  same  objections  present  themselves    to  the  passage  of  a  bill 
to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  to  abolish  the  Tax  now  laid  on  certain  sob- 
jects  of  Taxation/'  which  was  also  referred  to  said  Committee^  and 
thej  therefore  report  unfavorably  to  the  passage  of  said  BilL 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  subpaitted, 

W.  B.  WYNN, 

Chairman. 
Which  was  neoeived  and  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Or> 
ders  of  the  Day.. 

Mr.  Filer,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  the  foL 
lowing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing Bills  as  correptly  Engrossed  : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free  persons 
of  color; 
A  Bill  to  be  entiUed  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  C.  A.  Hentz ; 
A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  third  and  eighth  Sections 
of  the  sixth  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State. 

Respectfully  snbmitted, 

JAMES  FILOR, 

Chainnsn. 
Which  was  received  ^pd  read,  and  the  Bills  placed  amoog  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

ORDERS  OF  T^E  DAY. 

A  ]M  to  be  entided.  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  the  several  acts  copcernipg  Licenses  to  retail  Spiritooua  Li: 
^uors,  approved  January  6,  1853 ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-paorrow. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Vigil ; 

Was  read  ^e  third  tipfie,  apd  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr,  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Eppes,  Fi- 
ler, Gillis,  Halves,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence, 
Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn— 16. 

Nays-— None. 

So  said  bill  passed — ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same.be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Cbriaty. 
and  Theophilus  Higginbotbam ; 

Was  read  the  third  time^  and  upon  th^  ipiestion  of  its  pa88a|[e 
ftpvpte  was; 
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Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brmson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Eppes,  Ft- 
lor,  Giilis,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholsoo,  Provence, 
Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn— 16. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Honse  af  Representatives. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Judges  of  Probate 
and  for  other  purposes; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Myrick,  the 
bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  empower  Malcolm  Nichol* 
son,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate  ; 

Was  read  a  first  time ; 

When  on  motion  of  Mr.  Traoy,  the  rule  was  waived,  the  bill  read 
a  second  and  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was: 

Teas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Eppes,  Fi- 
ler, Gillis,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smith, 
Tracy  and  Wyna — 15. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed-^title  a^  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives* 

Honse  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  B.  T.  Jordan  to 
build  a  Bridge  across  the  Suwannee  River  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived  and  Mr.  Liong  permitted,  without 
previous  notice,  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  author- 
ize Thomuis  H.  Willis,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his 
own  estate; 

Which  bill  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  regulating  Com- 
mon Law  proceedings ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  granting  certain  Lands  to  the  Pa- 
latka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company  ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading,  when  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hawee^ 
it  was  informerly  passed  over. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Lagoon  and 
Perdido  Canal  Company ; 

Was  read  the  first  time. 

And  on  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  read  a  second  time  by  the 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Corporations. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  regulate  the  performance  of  its 
duties  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  and  to  change  the  time 
And  place  fpr  holding  the  terms  thereof; 
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Was  read  the  first  ttiDe,  rule  waived,  read  tiie  aeoond  Hmohj  its 
f  title,  and  on  motion,  referred  to  a  select  Committee,  consisting  ot 

.  .  Messrs.  Myriok,  Eppes,  Long,  Provence  and  Tracj. 

I   *      ,  A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Supreme  and  Cir- 

I   *  •         cuit  Court  Judges  of  this  State ; 

I  Was  read  the  sebond  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 

'  reading  on  to-morrow. 

Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to   amend   the  Third  and 
I  Eighth  Sections  of  the  Sixth  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State ; 

I  Was  read  three  several  times  thie  third  time,  and  upon  the  qaea- 

I  tion  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Eppes,  Filer  and  Provence— 3. 
Nays— Mr.  President,    Messrs.  Brmson,  Cone,    Crigler,  Gillis, 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Mjrick,  Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn 
—13. 

So  said  bill  was  lost 

Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in 
the  Counties  of  Putnam  and  Marion  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Cone, ^Crigler,  Filer,  Gillis,  Hawes, 
Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Provence,  Smith,  IVacy  and  Wynn— 13. 
Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 
Ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  Hoqse  of  Representatives. 
Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  C.  lL» 
Hentz; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  die 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Cone,  Crigler,  Filer,  Gillis,  Hawes, 
Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 12. 
^  Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 
Ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  abolish  the  Tax  now  laid  en  cer* 
tain  subjects  of  Taxation ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the  ta« 
We. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  respective  <^ceni 
eoUecting  the  Revenue  of  this  State,  to  pay  over  the  Capitation  or 
Poll  Tax,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
leading  on  to*morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  William  Webb  to  establish 
H  Ferry  across  the  Escambia  Bay ; 

Was  read  the  first  time^  and  ordert^d  for  a  second  reading  on  |o« 
#norroW/ 
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A  bill  to  be  entiiled  An  act  to  anthoriie  Thomas  H.  Willis  to  b»* 
some  the  managemeot  of  hi^  own  estate ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  remove  ^e  obstmotions  to  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Suwannee  River ;  , 

Was  read  the  first  time^  role  waived,  read  the  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  on  motion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act  to 
incorporate  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  rule  waived,  read  the  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  on  motion,  w*as  referred  to  a  select  committee^  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Cone  an^l  Hawes. 

Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free 
peraonB  of  color ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  upon  the  qnestioa  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  President^  Messrs.  Brinton,  Cone,  Eppes,  Hawes^ 
Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Tracy  and  Wyon 
—12. 

Nays-^Messrs.  Crigler,  Filor^  GiUis  and  Provence— 4. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  ^at  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Reprosaita- 
tives. 

On  motion,^ 

The  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  16,  1854. 

Tke  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr  Turner  ofiiciated  as  Chaplain. 

A  qaoram  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
spproved. 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  were  transmitted 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 

House  bill  to  l>e  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Christy 
and  Theophilus  Higginbotham ; 

Hoose  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  Malcolm  Nicholson^ 
a  nunor,  to  assume  die  management  of  fajs  own  estate ; 

Honse  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Vigil ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  a  road  tax  in  the  Coun^ 
ties  of  Patnam  and  Marion ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free  persontf^ 
of  color; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  C.  A.  Hentz. 
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Mr.  Filer  from  the  committee  on  EngroFs^  Bills  mad(f  the  foll<n^- 
ing  report: 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  hate  examined  the  following 
bills  and  find  the  same  correctly  engrossed : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  Sapreme  and  Circoit 
Court  Judges  of, this  State; 

A  biU  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  An  act  entitled  An  act  to 
amend  the  several  acts  concerning  licences  to  retail  sptrituoaa  H- 
qnors ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  regulating  Law  pro- 
ceedings ; 

A  bul  to  auUiorize  Revenne  officers  to'  pay  over  poll  tax  to  Co1in« 
ty  Commissioners,  and  for  other  purposes/ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAS.  HLOR, 
Chairmanf. 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  ib^  bflls  placed  among  the  or- 
ders of  the  day. 

Mr.  Long  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  made  the  follow- 
ing report} 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bUl  to  be  enti- 
tled An  act  concerning  Interest,  having  had  the  same  under  con:sid- 
eratioD,  have  instructed  the  undersigned  to 

REPORT: 

That  a  majority  of  the  committee  concur  in  the  poBcy  proposed 
by  the  biU^  and  therefore  recommend  its  passage. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  Long, 

Chairman  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also  the  following  minority  report : 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Jndicary  Committee/ begs  lerfve 
to  report  his  dissent  to  the  foregoing  majority  report.  The  mider- 
aigned  will  hereafler  ask  leave  to  present  to  &e  Senate  the  reasons 
which  have  impelled  him  to  dissent  from  the  views  of  a  majority  of. 
the  committee  upon  which  it  has  been  his  duty  to  serve. 

M.  A.  LONG, 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Which  was  read  and  received. 

Mr.  Long  from  the  joint  select  committee,  appointed  to  draft  and 
report  joint  rules  tor  the  government  of  the  General  Assembly,  made. 
the  following  report : 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  appointed  to  draft  and   report  Join 
Rules  of  the  General  Assembly,  having  conferred  together  and  con'' 
sidered  the  subject^  beg  leave  to  report  tlie  following : 
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JOIirr  RULES  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 


RrLB.  1.  Messages  from  either  House!  to  the  other  shall  be  seif ' 
hj  sach  persons  as  a  sense  of  propriety  in  each  Hduse  may  deter 
mine. 

2.  After  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  Houses^  it  shall  be  doly  en- 
tolled  by  the  Clerk  ot  the  Hoase  of  Representatiaes,  or  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate^  as  the  bill  may  have  originated  in  one  or  tlie 
other  House. 

9.  When  a  bill  or  lesolntion,  ivhich  shall  have  passed  in  one 
HoQse  is  rejected  in  the  othor^  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  to  the 
House  in  which  the  same  may  have  passed. 

4.  When  a  bill  or  resolution  which  has  been  passed  in  one  Housei 
shall  be  rejected  in  the  other,  it  shall  not  be  brought  in  during  the 
same  session,  without  notice  of  ten  days,  and  leave  of  two-thirds  of 
that  House  in  which  it  shall  be  moved. 

5.  Each  House  shall  transmit  to  the  other  all  papers  on  which 
any  bill  or  resolution  shall  be  founded. 

6.  No  bill  that  shall  have  passed  one  House,  shall  be  sent  for 
concurrence  to  the  other,  on  either  of  the  last  three  days  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

7.  After  each  House  shall  have  adhered  to  their  disagreement,  A 
bill  or  resolution  shall  be  lost. 

8.  When  elections  are  required  to  be  made  by  joint  vote  of  the 
two  Houses,  the  time  of  electing  shall  be  previously  agreed  upon, 
dnd  each  House  shall  communicate  the  uomitlations  made  therein  to 
the  other,  prior  to  the  voting. 

9.  Each  House  shall  communicate  to  the  other  the  nominations^ 
snd  the  result  of  each  voting. 

10.  In  every  Joint  Committee  the  member  first  naimed  on  thd 
part  of  the  House  first  proposing  such  Committee,  shall  convene  the 
same. 

11.  l)tir]ng  the  election  of  officers  there  shall  be  no  motions  en- 
tertained,  except  to  adjourn,  to  proceed  to  vote,  to  nominate  and  to 
Withdraw  a  candidate — which  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the 
onler  they  stand. 

12.  The  doings  throughout  shall  proceed  without  debate. 

13.  Communications  shall  be  made  on  paper,  and  signed  by  the 
Secretary  of  each  House^and  transmitted  by  the  Messenger,  or  Door- 
keeper. 

14  In  every  case  of  disagreement  between  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  either  House  may  suggest  conference,  and  ap- 
point a  Committee  for  that  purpose,  and  the  other  House  shall  also 
appomt  a  Committee  to  conler  at  a  convenient  hour,^o  be  designated 
by  the  Chairman ;  said  Committees  shall  meet,  and  confer  freely  on 
the  subjeot  of  disagreement. 
13  S 
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15.  Whenever  a  pabllc  bill  or  resolation  is  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  either  House,  a  number  shall  be  ordered  sufficient  for 
the  use  of  both  Houses ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  or  Clerk  of  the  House,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  inform  the 
other  House  of  such  order,  and  to  transmit  to  that  House  the  requi- 
site number  of  printed  copies. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  on  part  of  the  Senate. 

PHU.IP   DELL, 
Chaurman  on  part  of  the  House. 

Which  was  read  and  received,  and  on  motion  adopted. 

Mr.  Cone,  from  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
to  be  entitled.  An  act  granting  pre-emptions  on  Sixteenth  Sections, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled. 
An  act  granting  pre-emptions  on  Sixteenth  Sections,  having  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  have  instructed  the  undersigned  to 

REPORT : 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that  said  bill  should  be 
amended  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

*'  That  all  Sixteenth  Sections,  and  all  lands  selected  for  school 
purposes,  shall  hereafter  be  subject  to  sale  by  pre-emption,  in  the 
same  way  and  upon  the  same  terms  as  the  Internal  Improvement 
and  Seminary  Lands  are  now  subject" 

When  so  amended,  the  Committee  recommend  the  passage  of  said 
bill.  Also  the  amendment  of  the  title,  by  striking  out  the  same  and 
inserting  the  words,  "  An  act  to  grant  pre-emptions  on  School 
Lands." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  CONE, 

Chairman* 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives: 

HOUSB    OF   RBPRESBNTATrVES,  ) 

December  14,  1854.  ) 

Hon.  President  of  Ike  Senate  : 

Sir: — The  House  has  passed  enclosed  bill,  entitled  An  act  au- 
thorizing and  empowering  A.  J.  Lea,  Administrator,  to  sell  certaio 
rdal  estate  therein  specified. 
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Senate  resolation  in  relation  to  flie  election  of  certain  officers 
therein  named,  has  been  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  House. 
Very  respeotfaliy, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 

CVk  House  Rej)\^. 

Which  was  received,  and  Hoase  bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of 
the  Day. 

Also  the  following : 

House  op  Represektattves,  | 
December  15,  1854. 
Hon,  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sib  : — ^The  Honse  has  passed,  without  amendment.  Senate  reso- 
lotion  for  the  payment  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvemeot. 

The  following  bill  has  been  lost  in  the  House,  viz^ 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  explanatory  of  the  several  acts 
in  relation  to  the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color  into  the  Port  of 
Key  West 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 

Clerk  Ho.  Reps. 

Which  was  read. 

A  Commrttee  from  the  House  of  Representatives  asked  the  Senate 
for  the  return  of  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Imptovement. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Tracy  and  My  rick  were  appointed 
a  Committee  to  return  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  above 
resolation ; 

Which  Committee  returned,  and  reported  the  duty  assigned  them 
had  been  performed. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Provence  gave  notice 
that  he  would  on  some  future  day,  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled, 
An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  D.  Howse  to  assume  the  management 
of  his  own  estate. 

Also  the  following: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  declare  the  Withlacoochee  River 
and  Blae  Springs  navigable  streams. 

On  motion,  uie  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Kilcrease,  pursuant  to 
previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  authoHze 
Charles  H.  Longworth  to  manage  his  own  estate. 

A  Committee  from  \he  House  of  Representatives  informed  the 
Senate  that  the  House  had  adopted  a  resolution,  the  Senate  concur- 
ring, that  they  would  be  ready  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  United 
States  Senator  this  day,  at  12  o'clock,  M. 

On  motion^of  Mr.  Provence,  the  resolution  from  the  Honso,  .is 
reported  by  the  Committee,  was  concurred  in  by  the  SCiiato;  :  •  d 
Messrs.  Provence,  Brinson  and  Bird  appointed  a  Committee  to 
ioforiD  the  House  thereof; 
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Which  Committee^  upon  their  retara,  reported  that  thej  had  pe^ 
formed  the  duty, 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  aatborize  B.  T.  Jordan  to 
build  a  bridge  across  the  Suwannee  River,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on 
Monday  next 

A  bill  to  be  entitlf>d.  An  act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Palatka 
and  Micanopy  Plaqk  Road  Company ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  when,  on  motion,  the  Senate  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  said  bill,  Mr.  Tracy  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  through 
their  Chaiiman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amend- 
ments, and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
said  bill; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  as  amended  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  Monday  next. 
/     A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  Thomas  H.  Willis,  of 
Leon  County,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  on  Monday  next 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  authorize  William  Webb  to  estab* 
lish  a  Ferry  across  the  Escambia  Bay ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  on  Monday  ne:^ 

House  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  and  empower  An-, 
drew  J.  Lea>  Administrator,  to  sell  certain  real  estate  therein  spe- 
cified ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
Monday  next 

Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  the  respective 
ofiicers  collecting  the  Revenue  of  this  State,  to  pay  over  the  Capi- 
tation or  Poll  Tax,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
vote  was : 

Yeasr-T-Messrs.  Brinson,  Gillis,  Hawes  and  Myrick— 4. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Crigler,  Eppes,  Hlor, 
Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith,  Tracy  and 
Wynn— 14. 

So  the  bill  was  lost 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Wynn,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  to  whom  was  referred  memorials 
of  certain  citizens  of  Jefferson  and  Hillsborough  Counties,  made 
t)ie  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  to  whom  was  referred 
^,  Memoiijals  of  certain  citizens  of  the  Counties  of  JefiersoQ  and 
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HOlsboroagfa,  in  regard  to  retailing  and  selling  Spiritnons  Liqaors," 
haye  had  the  same  under  moat  respectful  consideration,  and  ask 
leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  thej  deprecate  sincerely  the  injury  which  is  done  to  the 
morals  of  the  community  by  the  retailing,  or  selling  in  larger  quan- 
tities, of  Spirituous  Liquors  in  our  State,  and  entertain,  in  common 
with  the  memorialists,  an  earnest  desire  that  the  evils  they  represent 
eould  be  abolished.  "  ^' 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  bill  upon  this  subject,  which 
is  now  before  the  Senate,  proposes  all  that  can  be  done  in  the  pre« 
mises,  and  recommend  that  the  memorials  be  laid  on  the  table  for 
the  present 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  B.  WYNN, 

Chairman. 
Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to   repeal  an   act  entitled 
an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  Licenses  to  retail  Spir- 
itaous  Liquors,  approved  January  8,  1853; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Eppes, 
Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Provence,  Smith,  Tracy   and 
Wynn— 15. 
Nays — Messrs.  Hbpkins,  Myrick  and  Nicholson — 3. 
So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Engrossed  hill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  act  regulating 
Common  Law  proceedings ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Crigler,  Filor,  Gillis, 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith,  Tracy 
and  Wynn — 15. 
Nays'— Mr.  Kilcrease — 1. 
So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered   that  the  same  be  certified   to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  in  relation  to  the  Supreme 
aod  Circuit  Court  Judges  of  this  State  ; 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 
Yeas— Messrs.  ^ilor,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Nicholson  and  Tracy — 5, 
Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Crigler,  Hawes,  Kil- 
crease, Long,  Myrick,  Provence,  Smith  and  Wynn— -11. 
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So  the  bill  was  lost 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  aet  to  authorize  Charles  H.  Longworth, 
a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  Monday 
next 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  when  Mr.  Kilcrease  moved  that 
Mr.  Bird  be  excused  from  attendance  alter  to-day,  until  Wednesday 
next; 
^Which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Wynn  from  the  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  made 
the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  to  whom  wa^  referred 
a  message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  relative  to  appropria- 
tions for  Criminal  Prosecutions,  and  pay  of  Jurors  and  Witnesses, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  bill. 

W.  B.  WYNN, 
Chairman  Committee  Taxation  and  Revenue. 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  placed 
among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

A  committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  time 
had  arrived  for  the  election  of  United  States  Senator,  and  invited  the 
Senate  into  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Senate  repaired  to  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
*  The  President,  by  invitation  of  the  Speaker,  took  the  chair. 

The  President  declared  the  object  of  the  joint  meeting  to  be  the 
election  of  a  United  States  Senator. 

The  President  announced  that  nominations  were  in  order. 

Mr.  Long,  (of  the  Senate,)  nominated  David  L.  Yulee. 

Mr.  Hollaman,  (of  the  House,)  nominated  Thomas  Brown. 

The  vote  was : 

For  YuLEK. — Senate'-^Mr,  President,  JVIessrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone, 
Crigler,  Filor,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long  and  Provence — 10. 

House — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes, 
Parsons,  Penn,|  Pope,  Prescott,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Van  - 
Zant  and  Wall— 21.     Total— 31. 

For  Brown. — Senate — Messrs.  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick, 
Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 7. 

House — Messrs.  Bowers.  Brown,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Hollaman, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,Neel,Reviere, 
Shine,  Speer,  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 14.     Total — 2L 

Blank. — Senate — Mr.  Wynn — 1. 

House—Mr.  Rowley— L     Total— 2. 

The  President  declared  David  L.  Yulee,  duly  elected  United  States 
Senator  for  six  years  from  the  fourth  day  of  March  next 
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Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Long  of  the  Senate,  the  joint  meettng  adjonmed, 
and  the  Senate  retnrned  to  their  chamber. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  nntil  Monday  next,  11  o'clock, 
A.  M. 


MONDAY,  December  18,  1854 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
TTie  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Cliaplain. 
A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and 
approved. 

Tlie  following  conmiunication  was  transmitted  to  His  Excellency 
Ae  Governor : 

HousB  OF  Representatives,  j 
December  18, 1854. 
To  His  Excellency  Jambs  E.  Broome, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Florida : 
Sm : — ^We  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  at  a 
Joint  Meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  held  on  the  16th  instant,  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  a  United  States  Senator  for  six  years  from 
iJie  fourth  day  of  March  next,  Mr.  David  L.  Yulee  was  declared  duly 
elected  United  States  Senator  for  the  term  aforesaid. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives. 
The  following  Bills,  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  were  transmit- 
ted to  the  House  of  Ilepresentatives,  viz : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  regulating  Conunon 
Law  Proceedings ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to 
amend  ihe  several  Acts  concerning  Licenses  to  retail  Spirituous  Li* 
qaors. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Wynn  allowed  to  intro- 
duce, without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitied  An  Act  for  the  re- 
lief of  J.  M.  Landrum. 

^.  Eppes  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  intro- 
duce a  BiU  to  be  entitied  An  Act  to  amend  the  General  Act  for  the 
Incorporation  of  Towns,  Academies  md  ^Religious  Societies,  ap- 
proved January  6,  1847. 

Mr.  Filor  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitied  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  migration 
of  Negroes  or  Free  Persons  of  Color  into  the  Port  of  Key  West  ia 
Vessels  in  a  wrecked  or  disabled  condition* 
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Mr.  Provence  presented  the  Petition  of  John  W.  Porter,  Mayol'  ot 
the  City  of  Key  West,  in  relation  to  Water  Lots  and  Wharves; 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  referred  to  a  Select  Comniittee  of 
five,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Provence,  Crigler,  Tracy,  Eppes  and 
Wynn. 

Mr.  Eppes  presented  a  Memorial  from  the  Citizens  of  Apalachico- 
la,  praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  improvement  of 
the  Harbor  and  Bay  of  Apalachicola  ; 

Which  was  read 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Eppes  permitted,  without 
previous  notice,  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  the  Harbor  and  Bay  of  Apalachicola ; 

.  Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  on  motion  tiie  Memorial  and  Bill  weVe  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Eppes,  Myrick,  Gillis, 
Cone  and  Filor. 

Mr.  Long  presented  a  Petition  from  Thomas  E.  Harvin,  in  relation 
to  the  purchase  of  Lands  therein  named ; 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Pro- 
positions and  Grievances. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency  the 
Governor : 

Executive  CnAMBER,  ) 

Tallahassee,  December  14,  1854.  ) 
Hon.  H.  V.  Snell, 

President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — I  have  approved  and  signed  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to 
empower  John  Richard  Bradford,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  manage* 
agement  of  his  own  estate. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Which  was  read.  • 

Mr.  Long  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  (he  follow- 
ing Report : 

The  Conunittee  on  Enrolled  Bills  bave  examined  An  Act  to  re- 
peal an  Act  entided,  *'  An  Act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  the  Coun- 
ties of  Santa  Rosa  and  Escambia,"  as  far  as  it  relates  to  tiie  County 
of  Santa  Rosa,  and  report  the  same  as  correctiy  enrolled. 

M.  A.  LONG, 

Chainnan. 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Provence  from  the  Committee  on  Corporations,  to  whom  wad 
referred  the  Presentment  #f  the  Grand  Jury  of  Duval  County,  in  re- 
lation to  the  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator 
Plank  Road  Company,  made  the  following  Report : 

The  Committee  on  Corporations,  to  whom  was  referred  part  of  tiie 
general  Presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Duval , 
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hnve  Uad  the  same  under  consideration,  and  through  me  their  Chalr« 
man,  ask  leave  to 

REPORT:  • 

That  they  find  the  Presentment  asks  for  aid  from  the  Internal  Im^ 
provement  fond,  or  a  donation  of  alternate  sections  of  the  State's 
swamp  lands,  to  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator  Plank  Road  Com-r 
pany. 

It  has  not  been  usual  to  grant  aid  to  such  woriis  from  the  Internal 
Improvement  fund,  but  appropriations  have  been  constantly  denied ; 
therefore  this  Committee  cannot  recommend  aid  from  that  particular 
quarter. 

But  the  work,  as  has  been  represented,  is  one  of  the  first  impor- 
tance, and  its  completion  is  most  earnestly  desired ;  therefore,  your 
Committee  recommend  that  alternate  sections  of  the  land,  known  as 
the  Swamp  Land,  in  every  township  through  which  the  Road  passes, 
be  granted  by  the  State  to  said  Company. 

Your  Committee  mention  as  a  prominent  reason  for  such  an  appror 
priation,  that  large  bodies  of  land  now  worthless,  or  nearly  so,  will 
jn  all  probability  be  made  very  valuable.  As  they  now  are  situated, 
ages  will  pass  by  and  those  lands  yet  remam  unsettled,  unsold,  and 
contribute  nothing  to  the  production  or  wealth  of  the  State  or  the 
world ;  and  the  State  will  enjoy  only  the  lasting  glory  and  gratifica? 
tion  of  being  a  large  landed  proprietor.  But  if  this  Plank  Road  and 
others  should  be  constructed  through  the  sections  in  which  the  State 
o\vns  vast  bodies  of  swamp  lands,  the  probability,  that  they  may  l?e 
used,  useful,  and  at  the  same  time  sold,  is  increased  one  thousand  fold. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  recommend  the  establishment  of 
some  principle  of  appropriation  to  such  works  as  may,  even  posstblj/, 
contribute  to  make  pur  swamp  lands  valuable  and  inhabitable. 
^  •  Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  PROVENCE, 
Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  read. 

Mr.  Filer  from  the  Committee  op  Engrossed  Bills  made  the  follow- 
ing Report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  have  instructed  the  undersign- 
pd  to  report  the  following  Bills  as  correctly  engrossed : 

A  Bill  to  bo  entitled,  An  Act  to  empower  Charles  H.  Longworth 
of  Gadsden  County  to  manage  his  own  estate. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorize  Wm.  Webb  to  estabt 
lish  a  Ferry  across  Escambia  Bay. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  audiorize  Thomas  H.  Willis  of 
Leon  County,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  es« 
tate. 

HS  . 
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A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  granting  certam  lands  to  the  Palatr 
ka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Rbad  Compaiij. 
*  RespectfoUy  submittedy 

JAMES  FILOR, 

Chairman. 
Which  waa  read  and  the  bills  placed  among  €ie  orders  of  die  day* 
Mr.  Hopkins,  from  a  Select  Committee,  ipade  the  folloi¥ing  re- 
port: 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  entided,  An 
act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator 
Plank  Road  Company, 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  there  being 
nothing  therein  contrary  to  the  Statutes  now  in  this  State  regulating 
Charters,  respectfully  return  the  same  back  to  the  Senate,  and  recpm- 
mend  its  passage. 

ED.  HOPKINS, 

Chairman. 
Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
•Beotatives : 

HousK  OF  Refbbsentativbs,  j 
/    '  December  16,  1854* 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — The  tfouse  has  adopted  the  Joint  Rules  reported  by  ^iie 
Joi^^t  Select  Conunittee  appomted  for  the  purpose  of  drafUng  the 
same» 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  Representatives. 
Which  was  read. 
Also  die  following : 

HoudB  OP  Reprbsbntativss,  > 
DscEMBisR  18,  1854.  \ 

Harff  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — The  following  Bills  and  Resolution  have  passed  the  HouBe, 
vk:  , 

Bill  "to  be  entided.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses,  approved  Janu&ry  8, 1848 ; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entided.  An  act  for  the  Relief  of  John  B.  An- 
derson, without  amendment 

Senate  Resolution  for  payment  of  Board  of  Internal  Improvement, 
with  the  following  amendn^nt,  viz : 
,  Add  the  following  additional  Resolution : 
"  Be  U  further  t^sdved,  Thsi  upon  tto  Comptroller  auditing  aaid 
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Claims,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  pay  the  same  out  #f 
Ihe  Internal  ImprovemeDt  Fand :  Framded,  said  amount  so  paid  shall 
be  returned  to  said  fund,  whenever  any  money  shall  come  into  tho 
Treasury  resulting  from  ibe  sale  of  Swamp  Lands." 
In  wMch  amendment  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  is  respeotfoUy 


Very  respecti&illy, 

HUGH  A,  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  Representatioei^ 
Which  was  read,  and  th^  House  Bills  placed  among  the  Ordsra  of 
&eDay. 
The  Senate  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 
Hie  Amendment  to  the  Resolution  in  regard  to  tiie  payment'  of 
Board  of  Internal  Improvement,  was  ooneumd  in  by  tho  Senate^ 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repoesenta- 
trve& 
Also  Ae  foUowiqg : 

HovBB  OF  Rbpbesbmtativbs,  } 
Deeember  18, 1854         ) 
Jibft.  PremdmU  of  the  Senate  : 

SiR^ — ^Messrs.  Carter,  Parsons  and  Bellaa^  have  been  afipoiiiftHl « 
a  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  act  with  a  simikr  Goth* 
mittee  on  tiie  part  of  tka  Senate,  to  wait  upon  the  Hon.  David  L. 
Yoke,  and  inform  him  of  faia  election  as  United  States  Scttstar. 

.  Y&rj  respeotfullyy  - 

'HUGH  A.  CORLEY. 
Clerk  House  Bepreeentaiitm* 
Which  was  read.  • 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorize  and  ompower  An- 
drew J.  Lea,  Administrator,  to  sell  obtain  Real  Estate  therein  speci- 
fied; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hojddns,  said  BOi  was  indefinitely  postponed 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa' 
tires. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  B.  T.  Jordan  to 
bdld  a  Bridge  across  the  Suwannee  River,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  third  time^  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
)wte  was : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Ej^s, 
FOor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkms,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smitil» 
Tracy  and  Wynn— 15. 

Nays— 'Messrs.  Kilcrease  and  PlPovence— 91 

8g  said  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 
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Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Housie  of  Rep^esenta-i 
iivesi 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  grant  Pre-emptions  on  Sixteenth 
Sections ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Select  Committee  to 
whom  it  had^been  referred,  were  adopted  in  lieu  of  the  original  Bill. 

Said  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
inorrow.  ^ 

A  Bill  to  be  entitied,  An  act  concerning  Interest ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  said  Bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  Bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Criminal  Prosecutions,  and 
for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  time  by 
its  titie,  and  ordered  to  be  Engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-mor- 
row* 

A  Bill  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Landrum ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  rule  waived,  read  tiie  second  tame  by  \U 
t  titie,  and  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Propositions  and 
Grievances. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  authorize  Charies  H.  Longworth,  a  minor,  to  as- 
sume the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  tlie 
vote  was : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Cone,  Crigler,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long 
aftd  Nicholson — 7. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Filor,  Gillis,  Myrick,  Smith, 
Tracy  and  Wynn — 8. 

So  said  Bill  was  lost 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitied.  An  Act  to  authorize  William  Webb 
to  establish  a  Ferry  across  Escambia  Bay ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Filor,  GiUis, 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn 

— u; 

Nay» — Mr.  Kilcrease — L 

So  said  bill  passed,  titie  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitied.  An  Act  to  authorize  Thomas  H.  Wil- 
lis^of  Leon.  Coui^ty,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own 
estate ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  tJie 
Vote  WAS : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Eppes,  Filor, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkms,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smith, 
Tracy  and  Wynn— 16. 
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Nays — None. 

So  the  Bill  passed,  title  ^  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  tljc  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  granting?  certain  Lands  to 
the  Palatka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

"Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
Tote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filor,  ifawes^ 
Hopkins,  Kilerease,  Long;  My  rick,  Nicholson,  Tracy  and  Wyim-*-13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Crigler  and  Smith — 2« 

So  the  bill  passed — ^tido  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Houso  of  Representa- 
tives. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator  Plank  ^oad  Company ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  foiirth  Section  of  said  Bill  was  strick- 
en out,  and  the  Bill  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
riading  on  to-morrow. 

House^ill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  Jurors  ond  State  Witnesses,  approved  January  8, 
1848; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  1 1 
o'dock. 


TUESDAY,  December  19,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  qaoram  being  present,  the  Joimial  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
ai^roved. 

An  Enrolled  bill  '*  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  An  act  in  relation  to  a 
Road  Tax  in  the  Counties  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Escambia,  as  far  tR  it 
relates  to  the  County  of  Santa  Rosa,'*  which  had  passed  both  Houses 
of  the  General  Assembly  and  had  been  signed  by  the  presiding  of- 
ficers thereof,  was  transmitted  for  approval  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor. 

The  following  biUs  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  were  transmitted 
to  die  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  B.  T.  Jordan  to 
build  a  Bridge  across  the  Suwannee  River,   and  for  othet  purposes ; 

A  bi]l  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  William  WeblT  to  estab- 
lish a  Ferry  across  Escambia  Bay ;  , 
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A  bill  to  be  eutltkd  An  act  granting  certalQ  lands  to  the  Palatka 
Und  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Ais6»  that  the  Senate  concurred  in  the  House  amendment  to  Sen- 
ate resolution  in  relation  to  payment  of  the  Internal  Improvement 
Board ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  and  empower  An- 
drew J.  Lea,  administrator,  to  sell  certain  real  estate  therein  speci- 
fied^ has  been  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  Senate* 

On  ^notion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  a  Committee  of  three,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Eppes,  Tracy  and  Gillis  were  appointed  to  wait  upon  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  request  the  return  of  House  bill  enti- 
tled An  act  to  authorize  Andrew  J.  Lea,  administrator,  to  sell  cer- 
tain real  estate  therein  specified. 

The  Committee  returned  and  reported  the  duty  assigned  them 
had  been  performed. 

Mr.  Hopkins  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to<morrow,  or  some 
future  day,  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  abolish  the  of* 
fice  of  State  Engineer  and  Geologist 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived  and  Mr.  Crigler  permitted,  with- 
out preA'ious  notice,  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  pre- 
vent white  persons  from  gaming  with  negroes  and  other  persons  of 
color; 

Which  bill  was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  Mr.  Filor  was  added  to  the  select  Com' 
mittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  W.  Porter,  May- 
or of  the  city  of  Key  West. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived  and  Mr.  Long  permitted,'  with- 
out previous  notice,  to  introduce  the  following  bills,  viz :  . 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  t^e  city  of 
Tallahassee ; 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compea- 
aating  the  several  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  this  State. 

Said  bills  were  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived  and  Mr.  Kilcrease  allowed  to  in- 
trodace,  without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  redaction  of  two  pounds  of  Cotton  per  bale ; 

Which  bill  was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  veto  rejecting  the  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  to  authorize  Charles  H.Longworth,  a  minor,  to  assume  the 
managcmeiit  of  his  own  estate,  waa  re-considered,  and  \udd  l»ll 
placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

A  Committee  was  received  from  the  House  ef  Representatives, 
who  returned  House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  and  em- 
power Andrew  J.  Lea,  administrator,  to  Ml  certain  real  estate  there* 
in  specified.* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  vote  hod  on  yesterday  indefinitelj 
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postponing  said  bill  xras  re-considerdd,  and  the  bill  placed  among 
the  Orders  of  the  Day. 
Mr.  Eppe«  Introduced  the  following  ReBolution : 

Resolotion  respecting  the  establishment  of  .  a   Mail   Route  from 

Tallahassee  via  Sopchoppy,  In  Wakulla  County,  to  White  Bluff 

or  Pickett's  Ville,  at  the  mouth:' of  Crooked  River^  on  the  Apalach- 

icoJA  Bay : 

Whereas,  The  Counties  of  Wakulla  and  Franklin,  bordering  on 
Ocklocknee  and  Crooked  River,  jare  being  densely  settled  and  have 
thus  far  been  overlooked  by  the  General  Government,^  and^unprovi- 
ded  with  ihe  facilities  and  blessings  of  a  mail  connection  with  the 
interior  portions  of  the  State,  and  thus  greatly  inconvenienced  for  the 
same ;  And  Whsri^as,  From  their  exposed  condition  on  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  such  a  connexion  with  the  interior  would  be  of  great 
public  benefit  and  convenience,  and  in  time  of  war  of  immense  ser- 
viee  for  the  transmission  of  intelligence  : 

Be  it  therefore  Reschoed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
ihes  of  the  State  of  Florid^  in  General  Assembly  Convened,  lliat 
oir  Senators  and  Representative  in  Congress  be  requested'  to  urge 
upon  the  proper  Department  in  Washington  City,  the  establishment 
of  a  Mail  Route  from  Tallahassee^  via  Sopcboppy  in  Wakulla  Coun«» 
ty,  to  White  BluST  or  Pickett's  Ville,  at  the  month  of  Crooked  River 
OQ  the  Apalachicola  Bay,  and  that  they  use  there  best  endeavors  to 
have  the  same  given  out  by  contract  at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit,  duly  cer- 
tified, a  copy  of  theforegomg  Preamble  and  Resolution  to  our  Sena- 
tors and  Representative  in  Cpngress. 

Which  was  read  and  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  ibr  a 
second  readiog  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hopkips  introduced  the  following  Resolution  : 

Whbrbas,  In '1652,  an  application  was  made  to  Congress  for  an 
appiropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  mouth  of 
the  St.  John's  River,  Florida :  Anb  whereas,  two  appropriations 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  each  were  granted,  both  of  which  were 
based  upon  the  {^n  and  estimatea  made  by  Dr.  A.  S.  Baldwin,  and 
which  received  the  recommendations  of  the  proper  authorities  and 
also  the  sanction  of  Congress : 

Therefore  be  it  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
^xes  of  the  State  of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  Convened,  That 
ov  IJelegation  in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  best  exertlQns, 
4o  eause  the  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  granted  in  the 
Rher  and  Harbor  Act,  passed  August,  1652,  for  the  *'  improvement 
of  the  St.  John's  River,  Florida ;"  and  also  the  appropriation  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  granted  in  the  Light  House  appropriatioa  bill  for 
the  preservation  of  die  Light  HooaeSite  at  the  mouth  of  the  River 
8t  John's,  Fknida,  paoad  k  August,  1652,  to  be  restored  and  49* 
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•  piled  to  tbe  construction  of  a  dam  across  Fort  George  Inlet,  in  a^ 

cordaiic«  witb  tlie  plttn  proposed. 

And  further  he  it  resolved,  That  our  Delegation  be  requested  to 
place  tlie  appropriation  in  tbe  hands  of  the  Goveinor  of  ^is  State, 
and  that  the  money  be  expended  and  tbe  work  of  coo^tructioir  of 
said  dam  be  placed  under  the  charge  of  an  agent  or  engineer,  select- 
ed by  the  Govenior  of  Florida. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  placed  amoi\g  tbe  Orders  of 
the  Day  for  a  second  reading  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Filor,  fr^n  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  tbe  fol- 
lowing report: 
,  ;  The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 

lowiijg  Bills  as  correctly  Engrossed : 

'    A  bill  to    be  entitled   An  act  to   grant   pre-emptions  on  School 
Landfc ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend*-  An  act  entitled  An   act  to 
1  /  *       incorporate  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator   Plank    R6ad   Company, 

I  Respectfully  submitted, 

I  JAMES  FILOR, 

{  ,        Chairman. 

i  ^  Wbirh  was  received  and  read,  and  tbe  Bills  placed  among  the 

";  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Long  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  follow* 
ing  report : 

The  Corntnittee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  and  beg  leave 
tc)  r"jwnt  M«  rnr I ectly  enrolled: 

A  resolotion  for  the  payment, of  the  Board  of  internal  Improve- 
ment; 

Also  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B*.  Anderson, 
Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A,  LpxXG, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 
Which  was  road. 

Mr.  Provence  from  the  Committee  on  Corporations  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  Committee  on  Corporations,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  en- 
titled An  act  to  incorporate  the  Lagoon  and  Perdido  Canal  Company, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 

REPORT: 

ThAt  they  recommend  that  tlie  concluding  paragraph  of  section 
8tb,  which  is  in  these  words,  '*  or  adequate  security  given  for  tbe 
payment  thereof,'*  be  stricken  out. 

They  further  recommend  that  the  following  additional  section  be 
added  to  said  bill,  viz  :  ' 

Sec.  \\,  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  opening  and  making  of 
the  said  Canal,  shall  be  commenced  and  undertaken  within  twenty- 
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fbar  months  from  the  passage  of  said  bill,  and  shaU  be  completed 
within  the  space  of  five  years,  otherwise  the  powers  and  franchises^ 
hereinbefore  granted,  shall  be  null  and  void. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  bill,  amended  as  hereinbefore 
Specified,  be  passed; 

D.  PROVENCE, 
Chairman. 

Which  was  read  and  the  bill,  with  amendments  as  recommended, 
iirere  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Eppes  firoma  Select  Committee  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the 
i^itizens  of  Apalachicola,  id  the  Connty  of  Franklin,  with  a  bill  ac- 
companying for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Harbor  and 
Baj  of  Apalachicola,  have  duly  considered  the  same,  and  nnani- 
moosly  instructed  the  undersigned  to 

REPORT: 

Hiat  the  Committee  concur  with  the  memorialists  in  the  great 
importance  of  the  contemplated  improvement,  demanded  as  it  is  by 
tiie  commerce  of  the  place,  and  enuring  as  it  will,  to  the  benefit  of 
the  interior  pdrtions  of  the  State  bordering  on  the  Apalachicola  and 
Chattahoochee  Rivets.  They  can  see  no  valid  objection  to  the 
same,  die  object  being  of  general  utility,  while  the  expense  is  alto- 
gether local  in  its  character.  They,  therefore,  unanimously  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  said  bill. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  i.  EPPES, 
Chairman  Select  Committee. 
Which  was  reiid,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
Day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for 
file  payment  of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses,  approved  January  8th, 
1848; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  hill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  prevent  white  persons  from  gaming 
with  negroes  and  other  persons  of  color ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to^ 
monow. 

A  hill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Har- 
bor and  Bay  of  Apalachicola ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 
15  S 
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Engrossed  bill  to  be  entit'^ed  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  criminal  prosecutions  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Eppes, 
Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Mjrick,  Nicholson, 
Provence,  Smith,  Tracj  and  Wynn— 17. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  grant  Pre-emptions  on 
School  Lands ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Eppes, 
Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Nichol- 
son, Provence,  Smith,  Tracy  and   Wynn — 17 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator  Plank  Road  Com- 
pany ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigler,  Filor,  Gil- 
lis, Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith, 
Tracy  and  Wynn — 15. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  reduction  of  two  pounds 
of  Cotton  per  bale  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  time, 
and  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  city  of 
Tallahassee ; 

Came  up  on  its  first  reading,  the  pile  waived  and  the  bill  read  a 
first  and  second  time  bv  its  title,  and  ordered  that  75  copies  thereof 
be  printtMl  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  l»ill  to  ho  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensating 
the  several  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  in  this  State  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  a0t  to  incorporate  th«  Lagoon  and  PenU- 
^  Canal  Company ; 
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Came  up  on  its  Becqad  remding,  when  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes, 
said  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  that  75  copies  of  said  bill 
together  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Corporations  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  be  printed  for  the   use  oi  the  Senate. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  and  empower  An- 
drew J.  Lea,  administrator,  to  sell  certain  Real  EstaU  axereiti  &;>ec> 
ified; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  when  on  motion  said  bill  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  Charles  II.  Longworth, 
a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate } 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  went  into  Committee  of  tho  Whole  upon 
said  bill,  Mr.  Tracy  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  through 
their  Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  as  amended,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  oftiie  subject. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  as  amended  read  th« 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  Engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on 
to-morrow. 

On  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned  Until  t3-morro\7  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  20,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplam. 

A  quorum  being  present  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approevd. 

The  following  Enrolled  Bill  and  Resolution  which  had  passed 
both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  signed  by  the  presiding 
Officers  thereof,  were  transmitted  for  approval  to  his  Excellancy  the 
Governor,  viz : 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Anderson  of  Jackson  County ; 

A  Resolution  for  payment  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement 

The  following  Bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate  were  transmitted 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
expenses  of  Criminal  Prosecutions  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  grant  pre-emptions  on  School 
Lands. 

A  Bill  to  be  entided,  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to 
Incorporate  the  Jacksonville  ahd  Alligator  Plank  Road  Company. 

On  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Smith  permitted,  without 
{veviouB  notice,  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  author- 
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ize  the  Comptroller  to  audit  and  settle  the  claim  of  David  P.  Hogne 
for  services  rendered  the  State ; 

Which  Bill  vras  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Reve- 
nue W&8  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  lessening  the 
Tax  on  Saw  Mills  and  other  Manufactures  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Hopkins  presented  a  memorial  from  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator  Plank  Road  Company  ; 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion^  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Corporations. 

Mr.  Long,  from  the  Conunittee  on  the  Judiciary^  m^e  the  follow- 
ing Report : 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Bill  to  be  enr 
titled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors 
and  State  Witnesses,  approved  January  8,  1848,  have  considered  th^ 
same  and  recommend  its  passage. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M,  A.  LONG, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  read  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
Day. 

Mr.  Filer,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  die  fol- 
lowing Report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  beg  leave  to  Report  the  fol- 
lowing Bills  as  correctly  engrossed : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  Improve  the  Navigation  of  the 
Harbor  and  Bay  of  Apalachicola. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  empower  Charles  H.  Longworth 
of  Gadsden  County,  to  manage  bis  own  estate. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  read  and  die  Bills  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
Day. 

Mr.  Myrick,  from  a  Select  Committee,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Bill  to  be  entitled. 
An  Act  to  regulate  the  Performance  of  the  duties  of  the  Supreme 
Pourt  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes^  through  their  Chairmain 

REPORT; 

That  they  have  had  the  Bill  under  consideration,  and  reconmiend 
that  the  Bill  do  not  pass. 

JNO.  T.  MYRICK, 

Chauman. 
Which  was  read  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  th^ 

Pay- 

A^so  the  followinff  minority  Report : 
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A  Minority  of  said  Committee,  however,  think  that  the  Bill  ouglit 
to  pass,  and  beg  leave  to  give  their  reasons  therefor,  and  ask  that  the 
same  be  spread  on  the  Journal  of  the  Senate : 

Ist  The  only  valid  objection  that  can,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mi- 
nority Committee,  exist,  may  be  found  in  the  Constitutionality  of  the  • 
question.  To  that  end,  we  annex  the  opinion  of  Counsel  eminent  in 
tfie  profession  of  the  Law,  which  is  satisfactory  to  our  minds,  and 
clearly  shows  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  repeal  or 
otherwise  regulate  the  Performances  of  said  Court 

2d.  The  matter  of  expense  is  one  of  no  small  importance  to  the 
people  of  Florida.  Upon  an  examination  of  the  expenses  arising 
from  the  present  system  of  the  Supreme  Court,  we  find  they  amount 
to  the  sum  of  $8,000,  the  Salaries  to  $6,000,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  one-eighth  of  the  entire  expenses  of  the  State  of  Florida. 
When  we  take  into  consideration  our  ability  to  pay,  manner  of  pay- 
ment and  subjects  of  taxation,  <&^c.,and  find  the  fact  staring  us  in  the 
iace  that  the  Bill  now  proposed  and  oflered,  as  we  honestly  think,  is 
calculated  in  every  respect  better  to  carry  out  and  promote  the  ends 
of  Justice  than  by  the  present  and  existing  Supreme  Court,  and  save, 
as  it  does,  to  the  Treasury  the  large  amount  of  money  shown  to  be 
annually  expended,  is  a  consideration  worthy  of  our  most  serious 
attention. 

3d.  And  to  this  end,  being  fully  convinced  that  the  change  pro- 
posed by  the  Bill  herein  provided,  fully  and  to  all  purposes  enables 
the  ends  of  Justice  to  be  carried  out,  we  most^  respectfully  ask  that 
&e  Bill  be  passed. 

JNO.  T.  MYRICIK,  Chairman. 
E.  D.  TRACY. 

The  Constitutional  power  of  the  General  Assembly  to  repeal  the 
Act  oi^anizing  the  present  Supreme  Court,  cannot  be  well  questioned. 
Doubts  may  be  entertained  of  the  expediency  or  propriety  of  aban- 
doniDg  the  present  system  and  returning  to  tiiat  upon  which  we  set 
out  in  our  career  of  self-government,  (though  to  the  undersigned  it 
appears  clear  that  both  expediency  and  propriety  require  the  proposed 
repeal  of  the  Act  referred  to,)  but  with  regard  to  the  Constitutional 
right  of  the  General  Assembly  to  repeal  3ie  Act,  it  is  believed  no 
rational  or  well  grounded  doubt  can  exist 

The  Third  Section  of  the  Fifth  Article  of  the  Constitution  is  in 
these  words,  viz :  "  For  the  terra  of  five  years  from  the  election  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  and  thereafter  until  the  General 
Assembly  shall  otherwise  provide,  the  powers  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  be  vested  in,  and  its  duties  performed  by,  the  Judges  of  the 
several  Circuit  Courts  witiiin  this  State,"  dec. 

The  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  were  thus  made  for  a  limited 
period,  certainly,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  They  continued 
10  exercise  the  powers  and  perform  the  duties  thus  conferred  and  re^ 
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2 aired,  until  the  passage  of  the  Act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  Organize 
le  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Florida,"  approved  January  11, 
1851.  But  before  this  Act  was  passed,  the  Constitution  was  amended 
by  an  Act  passed  at  two  successive  Sessions,  in  1847  and  1848,  by 
which  it  was  provided  tliat  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  should  be  elected  for  the  terra  of  eight 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Circuit  Courts.  The  object  of  this  change  was  simply  to  make  the 
office  of  Judge,  instead  of  a  life  tenure,  merely  one  for  a  tenn  of 
years. 

Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Chancellors  and  Judges  of  the 
Circuit  Courts  were  at  this  time  elected  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  a 
majority  of  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly.  Such  was  ilie 
requirement  of  the  Eleventh  Clause  of  the  Fifth  Article  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Subsequently,  an  Act  was  passed  to  amend  the  Eleventh  Clause 
of  this  Fifth  Article,  and  also  amendatory  of  the  Act  passed  in  1847 
and  1848,  so  as  to  give  the  election  of  Judges  to  the  people.  This 
Act  was  first  passed  in  December,  1850,  and  provided  for  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Circuit  Judges  by  the  people,  which  Judges  still,  however, 
constituted  or  composed  the  Supreme  Court  The  Act  further  pro- 
vided that  whenever  the  General  Assembly  should  "  create,*'  (such  is 
the  term,)  a  separate  Supreme  Court,  tlie  Judges  thereof  should  also 
be  elected  by  the  people,  with  this  difference,  that  such  Judges  should 
be  elected  by  general  ticket 

Then  came  the  Act  to  organize  the  Supreme  Court,  approvecJ,  as 
before  remarked,  January  11,  1851.  This  was  simply  an  ordinary 
Act  of  tlie  Legi^ature,  and  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  exer- 
cise of  the  power,  derived  from  the  Constitution,  to  organize  a  sepa- 
rate Supreme  Court  The  Constitution,  as  it  originally  stood,  never 
meant  that,  when  the  General  Assembly  chose  to  exercise  this  power, 
the  Court  which  they  might  organize  should  continue  to  be  the  Court 
even  though  the  Legislature  should  determine  to  undo  what  they  bad 
done,  or  disorganize  what  they  had  organized.  The  framers  of  the 
Constitution  meant  nothing  more  nor  less  than  this,  that  certain 
Judges  should  compose  the  Supreme  Court  for  ^ve  years,  and  there- 
after until  what  ?  Not  until  there  should  be  a  change  in  the  Consti- 
tion,  but  merely  until  by  a  single  Legislative  Act — by  an  Act  passed 
at  one  Session  merely — there  should  be  a  new  organization.  And 
this  Act,  like  all  other  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  is  subject  to 
alteration,  amendment  or  repeal.  Accordingly,  we  find  there  was 
but  the  Act  of  a  single  Session  called  into  requisition  to  organize  the 
present  Supreme  Court  The  Judges  thereof  hold  their  offices  under 
that  organization,  and  under  none  other. 

Suppose  the  Tliird  Clause  of  the  Fifth  Article  of  the  Constitation 
bad  never  been  changed,  but  the  General  Assembly  had  seen  fit^  at 
the  expiration  of  the  first  five  years  of  State  Goverament,  to  oi^gan* 
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ize  a  separate  Supreme  Court,  such  as  thej  did  organise :  could  not 
the  General  Assembly  have  repealed  that  Act  of  organization,  and 
have  adopted  another  i  By  looking  at  the  Clause  referred  to,  it  will 
be  seen  that  it  is  left  to  the  Legislature  to  provide  otherwise  or  not ; 
it  is  left  to  tiie  Legislature,  not  acting  as  a  Convention  of  the  people, 
"  oUierwise  to  provide,"  but  to  that  body  as  a  Legislature,  "  to  pro- 
vide otherwise,"  by  an  orduiary  act  of  legislation,  for  a  separate 
Supreme  Court  ITie  present  organization,  then,  does  noC  derive  its 
existence  fi'om  an  act  of  Constitutioiial  solemnity,  but  from  a  simple 
act  of  ordinary  legislation,  calling  it  into  existence,  and  consequendy, 
like  all  other  legal  enactments,  sul^ject  to  alteration,  modification  or 
repeal. 

Let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  too,  that  the  Supreme  Court  called  into 
existence  by  the  Act  referred  to,  did,  at  its  first  Session,  solenmly 
determine,  after  argument  by  members  of  tlie  Bar,  that  the  Legisla- 
ture had  not,  even  \}y  that  Act,  completely  otherwise  provided ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  had  retained  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  as 
Justic38  of  the  Supreme  Court,  whenever  dieir  services  might  be 
required. 

The  various  amendments  that  have  been  made  of  the  Constitution, 
do  not  in  the  least  impair  the  force  of  this  argument,  or  weaken  the 
view  here  presented.  On  the  contrary,  they  support  and  strengthen 
it  The  amendment  adopted  in  1850,  and  in  1852-'3,  giving  the 
election  of  Judges  to  the  people,  in  its  third  Section  uses  this  lan- 
guage :  **  That  whenever  the  General  Assembly  shall  create  a  sepa^ 
rafe  Supreme  Court,  4cc.,  under  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution.** 
Under  what  provisions,  and  under  what  Constitution  ?  Manifestly 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  or  the  third  clause  thereof, 
giving  complete  power  over  the  whole  subject  to  the  Legislature  as 
such.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  language  is,  when  the  General 
Assembly  shall  "  create '*  This  is  the  language  of  the  Constitution 
as  it  now  stands.  Surely  it  will  not  be  contended  that  the  power 
which  creates  cannot  uncreate,  or  destroy.  Had  the  General  Assembly 
by  two  Acts  of  successive  Legislatures,  in  the  mode  prescribed  for  al- 
tering the  Constitution,  organized  or  established  a  separate  Supreme 
Court,  composed  of  Judges  other  than  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts, 
the  case  would  have  been  difierent  The  Constitution  then  would  have 
been  entirely  changed  in  respect  to  the  composition  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  two  successive  Acts  would  have  been  necessary  to  undo 
what  had  been  so  done.  But  the  General  Assembly  have  not  done 
so,  nor  was  it  necessary  to  do  so.  They  were  authorized  by  a  sin- 
gle Act  to  prescribe  who  should  be  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  by  a  single  Act  they  did  so.  Tins  Legislature  has,  under  the 
Constitution,  the  same  power  and  the  same  right  to  prescribe  how 
tiie  Supreme  Court  shall  be  constituted,  and  of  what  Judges  it  shall 
be  composed,  and  can  repeal,  alter  or  modify  what  their  predecessors/ 
as  a  Legislstore,  have  done,  if  deemed  expedient  so  te  do. 
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Which  was  read. 

On  motioti  of  Mr.  Myrick,  75  copies  of  the  Bill  and  Reports  of 
majority  and  minority,  together  with  the  opinion  of  Counsel,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  a  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act 
to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court  in  Calhoun  County, 
was  taken  from  the  table  and  placed  among- the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives : 

House  op  Rs present atives,  ) 
December  19,  1854.      J 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — The  following  Bills  have  passed  the  House,  viz : 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  establish  a  Ferry  at  Brown's 
Ferry,  in  Jackson  County,  without  amendment; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  allow  the  Supreme  and  Cir- 
cuit Courts  of  this  State  to  hold  extra  terms  whenever  the  regular 
terms  cannot  be  safely  held,  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  any 
contagious  disease  at  the  time  and  place,  or  places,  appointed  by 
law  for  holding  the  regular  terms,  without  amendment; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Evidence,  without 
amendralent; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  section  4  of  an  act 
amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  estnblish  and  organize  a 
Mayor's  Court  for  the  City  of  Apalachicola,  approved  January  5th, 
1853,  without  amendment; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Volusia ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Oliver  H.  Heam  to  build 
a  Toll  Bridge  across  the  Ocilla  River; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Town  of  Quincy ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  permanently  locate  the  Court  House 
of  Hernando  County ;  and 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  making  additional  appropriations  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  Criminal  Prosecutions,  and  for  the  payment  of 
Jurors  and  State  Witnesses,  for  the  fiscal  years  1853  and  1854. 

Seventy-five  copies  of  the  following  bills  have  been  ordered  to  be 
printed,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  authorizing  County  Commissioners  to 
grant  license  to  retail  Spirituous  and  Vinous  Liquors,  and  for  other 
purposes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Palatka  and  Mica- 
nopy  Plank  Road  Company  ;  and 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Palatka 
and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company. 
Very  respectfidly, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 

Clerk  Ho.  Reps. 
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Wliicli  was  read. 

The  Senate  Bills  were  ordered  to  be  enrolled  and  House  Bill* 
placed  among  die  Orders  of  the  Day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  white  persons  from  gam 
ing  with  negroes  and  other  persons  of  color ; 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  -engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

ResoJation  in  regand  to  Mail  Route  from  Tallahassee  vis.  Sopchop- 
py  to  White  Bluff  or  PickettsviUe,  at  the  mouth  of  Crooked  River 
on  the  Apalachicola  Bay ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

Resolution  in  relation  to  the  Improvement  of  the  St  Johns  Bar 
and  the  preservation  of  the  site  of  St  Johns  Light  House ; 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Comptroller  to  audit 
and  settle  the  Claim  of  David  P.  Hogue,  for  services  rendereii  the 
State ; 

Was  read  tiie  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Act 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses,  approved 
January  8,  1848 ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr-  President,  Messrs,  Bird,  Brinsoo,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes, 
Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smith,  Tra 
cy  and  Wynn — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certiftedto  the  House  of  Representativefi. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  autfiorize  Charles  h! 
LongworA,  of  Gadsden  County,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management 
of  his  own  estate  ; 

Was  read  tiie  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes, 
Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Nichol&ou,' 
Provence,  Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  Improve   the   Navigation 
of  the  Harbor  and  Bav  of  Apalacliicola ; 
16  S  ^ 
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Was  read  the  tliird  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  pasiagj,  th 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,*  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes, 
Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  M yriek,  Nicholson,  Provence, 
Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  Ohver  H.  Heam  to 
build  a  Toll  Bridge  across  die  Ocilla  River ; 

Was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entided.  An  Act  to  organize  the  County  ol'  Vo- 
lusia ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  making  additional  appropria- 
tion to  defray  the  expenses  of  Criminal  prosecutions,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses,  for  tiie  fiscal  years  1853  and  1854 ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  permanentiy  locate  tiie  Court 
House  of  Hernando  County ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

House  bill  to  *  be  entitied  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Town  of 
Quincy ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  the  following  message  from 
the  House  taken  from  the  table : 

House  of  Representatives,  ) 

December  20,  1854.  ] 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir — ^^rhe  House  has  passed  enclosed  bill  to  be  entitied  An  Act 
to  amend  the  act  incorporiiting  tiie  City  of  St.  Augustine,  approved 
February  4th,  1833. 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  tfie  orders  of  the  day. 

A  bill  to  be  entitied  An  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  in  Calhoun  County  ; 

Was  read  tiie  second  time,  tiie  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time, 
and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,  - 
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Filor,  Gilli$,  Hawos,  Hopkins,    Kilcroas<^,  Long,  Myiii-k,  Nieholjson, 
Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  tlie  same  be  cerliiied  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  amendatory  of 
the  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  St.  Augustine,  approved  4tli  Feb- 
ruary, 1833; 

Was  read  the  first  time  by  its  title,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Provence,  the  Senate  weut 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  M^nick  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  through 
their  chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
same. 

Which  was  concurred  ip,  and  the  amendments  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Rule  was  waived,  and[the  bill  read  the  third  time  a.'? 
amended  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President, Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,CrigIar,  Eppes, 
Filor,  GiUis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence, 
Smith,  Tracy  and  W'ynn — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed  as  amended. 

Ordered  that  the  Secretary  inform  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  several  amendments,  and  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
in  the  same. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor: 

Executive   Chamber,  ) 

Tallahassee,  December  20,  1854  S 
Hon.  H.  V.  SxELL, 

President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — I  respectfully  nominate  Herrod  K.'  Doles,  as  Auctioneer 
jn  and  for  the  County  of  Calhoun. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  nomination  therein  made,  was  advised 
and  consented  to. 

Also  the  following: 

ExECTTTivE  Chamber,  ) 

Tallahassee,  December  16,  1854.  \ 
FeUaW' Citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

The  suit  which  has  been  pending  for  some  years  in  the  Supremo 
Court  of  the  United  States,  between  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Flor- 
ida, to  settle  definitely  the  Boundary  Line  between  the  two  States 
has  not  yet  been  decided.  At  the  last  Term  of  the  Court,  an  inter- 
Jocutory   decree  was  obtained,  on  the  application  of  both  parties 
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raising  a  CommiBsion,  to  he  composed  of  one  Commissioner  and  otic 
Surveyor  on  the  part  of  each  State,  and  to  be  named  by  the  States 
respectively.  They  were  required, "  First,  To  run  and  mark  a  line  from 
the  confluence  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee  Rivers  to  the  Eastern 
terminus  alleged  by  the  complainant  to  have  been  determined  by  El- 
licott  and  Minor,  as  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
and  Spain,  under  the  Treaty  of  San  Lorenzo  el  Real ;  Second,  If  they 
shall  find  such  terminus  not  to  be  the  true  head  or  source  of  the  St 
Marys  River,  then  to  run  and  mark  another  line,  from  the  confluence 
of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee,  to  the  point  which  they  shall  ascer- 
tain to  have  been,  at  the  date  of  the  Treaty,  such  true  head  or  source," 
dfc.  A  copy  of  the  interlocutory  decree  is  herewith  communicated, 
marked  A.  This  interlocutory  decree  was,  by  the  counsel  of  the  re- 
spective States,  and  with  the  consent  of  Governor  Johnson  and  my- 
self,, so  far  modified  as  to  permit  the  work  to  begin  at  the  point  indi- 
cated by  Elicott  and  Minor  as  the  head  or  source  of  the  River.  TWs 
was  done  with  the  hope  that  an  actual  examination  would  lead  io  a 
concurrence  of  opinfon  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners,  and  possi- 
bly save  the  expense  of  running  one  of  the  lines  authorized  by  the 
Court  A  copy  of  that  modification  is  herewith  communicated,  mark- 
ed" B.  The  investigations,  Surveys,  Maps,  &c.,  to  be  made  by  this 
Commission,  were  considered  very  important,  and  as  no  Session  of 
the  Legislature  was  to  take  place  between  the  date  of  the  decree  and 
the  time  which  it  fixed  for  completing  the  ^vo^k,  filing  the  Reports, 
<fec-,  I  represented  the  State,  under  the  Act  approved  December  the 
24th,  1850,  by  naming  Col.  Benjamin  F^Whitner  as  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  Benjamin  F.  Whitner,  Jr.,  as  the  Surveyor  on  the  part  of 
this  State. 

These  gentlemen  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned 
them  under  circumstances  of  the  most  tr}'ing  character,  endangering 
health  and  life,  and  with  a  perseverence  and  ability  worthy  of  better 
results,  continued  in  the  field  until  the  work  was  arrested  by  tHe 
withdrawal  of  the  Commissioner  and  Surveyor  named  by  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  of  Georgia,  For  more  particular  information  on 
this  point,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  letter  of  His  Excellen- 
cy Governor  Johnson,  dated  September  the  14th,  1854,  marked  C, 
^y  to  ray  letter  in  reply  dated  September  the  20th,  1854>  marked  D., 

j  ^  and  to  the  report  of  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Whitner,  dated  September  ISth, 

'  1854,  marked  E.,  copies  of  which  accompany  this  communication. 

i||  it  In  addition  to  these,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  another  com- 

munication of  Cofv  Whitner,  dated  December  the  8th,  1854,  marked 
F.,  embracing  a  statement  of  expenses,  and  calling  my  attention  to 
the  subject  of  compensation.  This  is  accompanied  by  an  extract  of 
a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  Major  Allen,  the  Commissioner  on  the 
part  of  Georgia,  dated  September  25th,  1854,  which  will  show  the 
character  of  the  services  performed  by  the  Surveyor  on  the  part  of 
Florida. 

On  the  subject  of  compensation,  I  agreed  with  the  Commissioner 
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that  die  iiBual  and  even  liberal  coin|)etisatiou  would  be  allowed,  iti 
consequence  of  the  unpropitious  season  of  the  year,  and  the  neeest^ity 
for  pressing  the  work  forward  to  an  early  completion.  On  the  same 
subject,  I  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Surveyor,  dated  July  the 
8th,  1854,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  marked  G.,  to 
which  you  are  respectfully  referred.  ITie  gentleman  who  had  been 
selected  by  the  United  States  to  run  the  Hne  between  Alabama  and 
Florida,  was  selected  by  me  to  ran  this  line,  and  I  stipulated  that  his 
compensation  should  have  reference  to  the  compensation  received  for 
that  service.  This  I  considered  proper,  because  the  United  Sates,  as 
Ae  proprietor  of  the  land  on  the  whole  route,  would  be  expected,  of 
course,  to  refund  the  expenses  of  the  8ur\Ty,  and  if  they  were  made 
to  conform  to  their  own  contract  on  the  Alabama  line,  no  difference 
coold  arise  on  that  point 

Towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Commission,  procuring  the 
oatiit,  6£C.,  I  advanced  from  the  Contingent  Fund  nine  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  now  respectful!}'  recommend  an  early  appropriation,  to 
cover  such  amounts  as  may  be  properly  due,  and  remaining  unpaidy 
on  account  of  exfienses  and  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  and 
Surveyor.  JAMES  E.  BROOME. 


DOCUMENTS  REFERRED  TO. 


[A.  d:  B.} 

STATE  OF  FLORIDA,  ^  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unite© 
ts.  ^      States,  December  Term,  1853. 

STATE  OF  GEORGIA.  )      In  Equity. 

On  consideration  of  the  application  of  the  Counsel  of  both  the 
Complainant  and  the  Defendant  in  this  Cause,  it  is  now  here  Ordered 
and  Decreed  by  this  Court,  that  a  Commissioner  and  Surveyor  be 
named  by  each  of  the  parties,  whose  duty  it  shall  be : 

Ist  To  ran  and  mark  a  line  from  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee 
Rivers  to  the  Eastern  terminus  alleged  by  the  Complainant  to  have 
been  determined  by  EUicott  and  Minor,  as  Commissioners  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  and  Spain,  under  the  Treaty  of  San  Lo- 
renzo el  Real# 

Sid.  If  they  shall  find  snch  terminus  not  to  be  the  true  head  or 
source  of  the  St  Marys  River,  then  to  run  and  mark  another  line, 
from  the  confluence  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee  to  the  point 
"Which  they  shall  Ascertain  to  have  been,  at  the  date  of  the  Treaty, 
fioch  true  head  or  source. 

dd.  That  a  Report  by  the  said  Commissioners  of  their  proceedings 
and  observations,  together  with  such  Plats  as  may  be  necessary  W 
the  understanding  of  their  Survey,  be  made  and  filed  with  the  Clwk 
of  this  Court,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  November  next;  and 
that  this  Cause  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  down  for  hearing  OM 


Digitized  by 


Google 


:x2C> 

the  second  Monday  of  Deceni])er  next,  on  all  the  i>onits  arising  on 
tlie  Pleadings  and  Evidence,  withont  holding  either  party  to  be  bound 
or  prejudiced  ,in  respect  thereto  by  anything  in  this  Interlocutory  De- 
cree contained. 

(Attest,)  WM.  THOS.  CARROLL, 

C.  S.  C.  U.  S. 
January  4th,  1854. 


[Copy  of  Agreement  in  the  above  Cause — May,  1854.] 

By  and  with  the  consent  of  tlie  Governors  of  Florida  and  Geor- 
gia,  the  undersigned,  Solicitors  for  the  parties  respectively,  have 
agreed  as  follows : 

1st.  The  Commissioners  and  Sur\'eyors,  in  the  execution  of  the 
Interlocutory  Order  of  die  Court,  may  begin  by  examining  the  point 
jilleged  to  have  been  determined,  by  Ellicott  and  Minor,  as  the  hea<] 
or  source  of  the  St.  Marys  River.  If  they  find  that  to  l)e  the  true 
head  or  source,  then  they  shall  run  a  line  from  thence  to  tlie  conflu- 
ence of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee. 

2d.  If  they  find  that  not  to  be  the  true  head  or  source  of  the  St 
Marys  River,  then  they  are  to  search  for  ^uch  head  or  source,  anc 
having  ascertained  and  determined  the  same,  they  shall  run  a  line 
from  thence  to  the  confluence  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee. 

3d.  The  undersigned  consent  to  waive  all  objections  to  any  depar 
iure  from  the  terms  of  the  Interlocutory  Order  which  shall  be  con 
sistent  with  the  teniis  of  this  Agreement. 
(Signed)  M.  I).  PAPY, 

Attorney  (General  of  Florida,  for  himself,  and 
REVERDY  JOHNSON, 

Solicitors  for  Complainant, 
JOHN  M(  PHERSON  BERRIEN, 

for  himself,  and 
GEO.  E.  BADGER, 

Solicitors  for  Defendant, 


[C] 

Executive  Department,  ) 

MiLLEPGpviLLE,  Geo.,  Sepjtember  14th,  1854.  \ 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Broome,  Tallahassee,  Fla. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  am  advised  by  Major  Allen,  the  Commissioner  oi 
the  part  of  Georgia,  that  he  and  Col.  Whitner,  the  Florida  Commis 
sioner,  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  true  "  Head  or  source  of  the  Si 
Mary's  River.''  The  former  believes  Lake  Randolph,  and  the  latte 
that  the  point  designated  i)y  Ellicott  and  Minor,  is  the  true  "  hea( 
or  source."  They  are  now  engaged,  as  you  are  doubtless  apprisec 
}n  running  the  line  from  the  point  designated  by  Ellicott  and  Mine 
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to  die  Western  (erinitius.  Thus  difTbriug,  M;ij.  Allen,  bv  my  direc- 
tion, in  accordance  with  M'bat  1  thought  and  still  think  Is  the 
fair  interpretation  of  the  original  interlocutory  decree  and  its  modi- 
fication by  consent  of  the  parties,  has  proposed  to  Col.  Whitner  to' 
tfnite  in  running  a  line  also  from  Lake  Randolph  to  the  Western 
terminus,  in  order  that  the  Court  may  have  both  surveys  before 
them,  and  the  respective  views  and  arguments  of  the  two  Commis- 
sioners, as  to  the  points  fur  which  they  severally  cont^^nd  as  the  true 
head  or  source  of  the  St  Mary's.  Col.  Whitner  declinesto  unite  in 
such  survey,  upon  the  ground  that  he  does  not  think  he  finds  any 
"  authority  either  in  the  original  or  modified  decretal  order,"  requi- 
ring him  to  do  so.  This  state  of  things  is  mudli  to  be  regretted,  as 
it  may  result  in  the  utter  deleat  of  the  objpct  designed  by  the  Court 
io  ordering  the  2«urvey  to  be  made,  and  the  delay  of  settling  a  ques- 
tion which  it  is  so  desirable  should  be  finally  determined.  With 
great  respect  for  him  and  his  opinions,  I  must  be  permitted  to  differ 
with  him. 

The  construction  of  the  decretal  order,  and  its  modification  as  un- 
derstood by  me  and  the  Counsel  in  behalf  of  Georgia,  is  briefly  this. 
1  beg  you  to  refer  to  the  papers.     You  will  see  that  the  Court  evi- 
denily  intended  that  a  single  line  should  be  run  only  in  the  event  that 
the  two  Commissioners  should  agree  that  the  point  designated  by 
EUicoU  and  Minor,  is  the  true  "  Head  or  source  of  (he  St,  Mary's 
River"    Nor  is  this  contradicted  or  contravend  by  the  agreement 
which  modifies  the  original  order.     The  original  order  in  the  event 
the  Commissioners  find  the  point  determined  by  Ellicott  and  Minor 
not  to  be  the  true  "  Head  or  source,"  directs  a  second  line  to  be  run. 
They  do  not  find  it  to  be  the  true  "  Head  or  source,"  because  they 
do  not  concur  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  so.     Therefore  the  second 
line  is  to  be  run.     This  intention  is  still  more  clearly  and  afilirm- 
ati?ely  disclosed  by  t^e  agreement  which  modifies  the  interlocutory 
decree.    That  requit'es  them  to  examine  the  point  ''alleged  to  have 
beeo  determined  by  Ellicott  and  Minor,  as  the  true  head  or  source 
of  die  St  Mary's  Rh'er."     "  If  they  find  that  to  be  the  true  head  or 
source  of  the  St.   Mary's  River,  then   they  shall  run  a  line   from 
tbeoce  to  the  confluence  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee."     If  they 
do  not  fid  it  to  be  the  true  head  or  source  (and  they  must  agree  in 
opinion  to  do  so)  then  they  are  to  search  for  "  such  head  or  source, 
and  having  ascertained  and  determined  the  same,  they  shall  run  a 
Hoe  from  thence,"  <kc.,   &c.     I  thus  call  your  attention  to  this 
constroction  in  the  confident  belief  that  you  will  concur  with  me, 
that  not  agreeing,  that  the  point  determined  by  Ellicott  and  Minor 
is  the  true  head  or  source,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Florida  Commissioner 
to  do  something  more — to  unite  with  the  Georgia  Commissioner,  at 
l^t,  in  a  search  for  the  true  head  or  source. 

I  present  to  your  Excellency  one  other  view.  If  the  commission 
adhere  strictly  to  the  mere  letter  of  the  order  of  the  Court,  it  will 
necessarily  lead  to  ati  abandonment  of  the  survey.     The  Court  evi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i 

'  deully  contemplated  that  the  Commissioners  could  or  would  agree 

as  to  the  true  head  or  source  of  the  8t.  Mary's,  a!id  without  suet 
agreement  they  would  not  be  authorized  to  run  any  line  whatever 
Bjt  I  have  been,  and  am  still  disposed  to  waive  this  objection,  pro 
vided,  that  by  express  agreement  th^  Florida  Commissioner  will  unit< 
in  running  the  line  from  Lake  Randolph.  I  am  willing  to  carry  int( 
effect  the  true  meant  spirit  of  the  decretal  order  and  modifying 
agreement,  seeing  that  in  consequence  of  an  unanticipated  disagree 
inent  between  the  two  Commistioners,  it  cannot  be  executed  to  th^ 
letter.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  to  your  Excellency  mj 
great  anxiety  for  the  termination  of  this  unpleasant  controversy,  tha 

^  I  trouble  you  with  so  explicit  and  elaborate  a  statement  of  my  con 

struction  of  the  authority  under  which  the  survey  is  progressing 
But  notwi.'hstanding  such  anxiety,  I  shall  feel  constrained  to  instruc 
the  Surveyor  and  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  Georgia,  to  retire  a 
ojice  from  the  work,  unless  your  Commissioner  will  unite  in  runninj 
<  the  proposed  line  from  Lake  Randolph.     And  as  preliminary  to  this 

this  mail  will  bear  to  the  Georgia  Commissioner  instructions  to  sm 
pend,  until  the  Florida  Commissioner,  under  your  instructions,  sha! 
agree  or  refuse  to  unite  in  such  survey,  and  upon  his  refusal  he,  th 
Georgia  Commissioner,  will  be  instructed  immediately  to  withdraw 
from  the  work. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  not  to  misapprehend  the  spirit  of  this  de 
termination.  It  is  neither  desi-^ned  to  produce  delay,  nor  to  operat 
as  a  menace  to  Florida.  It  is  simply  to  prevent  the  incurring  f 
any  additional  expense  in  the  execution  of  a  survey  which  will  b 
perfectly  nugatory,  if  the  Commissioner  on  the  part  c»f  Florida  pei 
fieveres  in  his  present  detcrminaiion.  I  say  nugatory,  because  ac 
cording  to  the  letter  of  the  decretal  order  and  the  agreement  whic 
modifies  it,  no  line  is  of  vnlue  which  is  not  run  from  a  point,  admi 
ted  by  both  Commissioners  to  be  the  true  head  or  source  of  the  S 
Mary's. 

You  might  here  ask,  why  then  insist  on  running  the  Lake  Rar 
dolph  line,  when  they  do  not  concur  in  the  opinion  that  that  is  th 
true  head  or  source  of  the  St.  Mary's?  1  reply  thus.  It  seems  ther 
is  no  hope  of  the  two  Commissioners  agreeing  on  this  point,  and  ac 

)  cording  to  the  letter  of  the  order  of  the  Court,  a  line  run  from  ne 

'i  ther  of  the  points  contended  for  would  be  regarded  as  necessaril 

binding  upon  either  party.  The  two  Commissioners  are  divided,  s 
the  two  States  have  always  been — the  one  contending  for  the  Easi 
ern  terminus,  as  designated  by  Ellicott  and  Minor,  and  the  other  fc 
Lake  Randolph.  Hence,  it  would  seem,  that  one  or  the  other  < 
these  is  the  true  head  or  source  of  the  St.  Mary's.  By  running 
line  from  both  points  to  the  Western  terminus,  the  spirit  of  the  d< 
cretai  order  will  have  been  executed,  and  the  Court  will  have  befoi 
ihem  the  report  of  the  two  Commissioners  each  embodying  the  view 
;irguments,  surveys,  observations,  measurements  and  teglimonjes,  b 
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which  they  may  finally  decree  in  favor  of  the  one  or  the  other  point 
Looking  at  the  sabject  thus,  I  am  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the 
iuterest  of  both  States  will  be  promoted  by  the  two  Commissionei  8 
concurri»g  in  all  surveys,  which  in  the  opinion  of  either  will  eluci- 
date the  point  in  controversy. 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  your  Excellency  the  8i)irit  with  which 
the  survey  was  begun  on  the  part  of  Georgia,  I  copy  an  extract  from 
my  letter  of  instructions  to  the  Georgia  Commissioner  ander  date  of 
June  1st,  1854. 

"  It  may  happen  that  you  and  your  Florida  co-laborers  may  differ 
in  some  points,  especialli/  that  of  the  t^ue  head  or  source  of  the  St. 
Mary's.  It  is  hoped  that  such  will  not  be  the  case  ;  but  in  all  such 
cases  you  will  co-operate  in  all  such  Surveys,  measurments,  explora- 
tions, <&c.,  as  they  may  desire  to  make,  and  I  doubt  not  they  will 
cheerfuUy  reciprocate  the  courtesy.  In  this  way  you  cannot  differ 
as  to  facts  of  mathematical  calculations,  however  you  may  differ  as 
to  jour  deductions  from  them.  Where  you  agree,  let  it  be  so  stated 
distinctly;  where  you  may  differ,  fortify  yourself  with  all  the  facts 
on  which  your  conclusions  may  be  based.  This  is  especially  im- 
portant in  relation  to  the  true  head  or  source  of  the  St.  Mary's;  for 
that,  at  last,  is  the  great  point  of  controversy  between  the  two 
States,  and  the  real  object  of  the  Survey  is  to  furnish  authentic  facts 
to  the  Court,  to  enable  them  to  decree  finally  and  correctly  in  the 
premises."  While  this  evinces  the  spirit  which  animates  Georgia, 
It  shows  also  that  the  construction  of  the  decretal  order  herein  pre- 
senti^d  is  no  after  thought. 

Hoping  that  your  Excellency's  views  may  accord  with  my  own, 
and  that  you  will  instruct  your  Commissioner  to  unite  in  the  Survey 
of  the  Lake  Randolph  line,  I  have  nothing  to  add  but  the  assurances 
of  high  consideration  and  respect  with  which 

I  am,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HERSCHEL  V.  JOHNSON. 


Executive  Chamber,      ) 
Tallahassee,  Fla.,  Sept  20,  1854.  \ 
His  Excellency  Herschel  V.  Johnson, 

MUIedgeville,  Georgia, 
Sir : — ^Your  communication  of  the  14th  inst.,  respecting  the  Boun- 
dary Cominission  now  employed  in  surveying  a  line  from  a  point 
near  EUicott's  Mound  on  the  St  Marys  River,  to  the  confluence  of 
the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee,  is  received.  Considering  an  examina- 
tion of  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  the  Com- 
missioners on  this  subject  necessary  before  attempting  a  reply,  and 
no  copy  having  been  filed  in  this  Department,  I  have  delayed  a  few 
17  S 


Digitized  by 


Google 


130 

days,  and  now  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  day,  after  having  obtained 
access  to  that  correspondence,  to  reply  to  your  letter. 

You  state  that  you  "  are  advised  by  Major  Allen,  the  Commission- 
er on  the  part  of  Georgia,   that  he  and   Col.   Whitner,   the   Florida 
Commissioner,  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  true  head  or  source  of  the 
St  Marys  River."     •     •     •     That  "  the  former  believes  Lake  Ran- 
dolph, and  the  latter,  the  point  designated  by  Ellicott  and   Minor  is 
the  true  head  or  source,"   and  you  request  me  to  instruct  Col.  Whit- 
ner to  unite  with  Major  Allen  in  surveying  the  Lake  Randolph  line. 
The  commission  I  regard  as  having  been  raised  (on   the  joint  ap- 
plication of  the  parties  to  the  suit)  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  the  States  who  were  parties  being  audiorized  simply  to  "  name" 
each  a  Commissioner  and  Surveyor.     The  duties  to  be  performed  by 
this  commission  are  not,  in  my  judgment,  to  be   determined    by  the 
respective  States,  but  are  clearly  and  plainly  defined  in  the  interlocu- 
tory order,  and  are  as  follows :  "  Whose  duty  it  shall  be,  first,  to  run 
and  mark  a  line  from  the  confluence  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee 
Rivers,  to  the  eastern  terminus  alledged  by  the  complainant  to  have  been 
determined  by  Ellicott  and  Minor,  as  Commissioners  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  under  the  treaty  of  San  Lorenzo  El  Real 
Second,  if  they  shall  find  such  terminus  not  to  be  the   true   head  or 
source  of  the  St  Marys  River,  then  to  run   and   mark   another  line, 
from  the  ponfluence  of  the  Flint  and   Chattahoochee   to   the   point 
which  they  shall  ascertain  to  have  been,  at   the   date   of  the  treaty, 
such  true  head  or  source,"  &c.     This  order  was,  at  my  instance,  so 
modified  as  to  authorize  the  examinations  to  precede  the  surveys,  and 
in  the  hope  of  saving  the  expense  of  running  one   of  the   lines  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Court.     The  correspondence,  I   think,    shows   this, 
and  I  presume  that  none  of  us  considered  the   modification    a  with-i 
drawal  of  the  cause  from  the  Suprei^ie  Court,  and   an  abandonment 
of  the  survey  ordered,  unless  the  Commissioners  agreed  upon  a  point 
as  the  head  or  source  of  the  St  Marys  River.     Taking   tliis  \iew  of 
the  matter,  and  regarding  the  parties  named  by  me  as  officers  of  the 
Court,   I   gave  diem  no  instractions,  (except   as   to   the  expenses  of 
the  commission,  dec.,)  but  furnished  them  a   copy  of  the  interlocuto- 
ry decree,  and  of  the  modification  made  by  consent  of  parties,  with  a 
notification  that  they  were  required  to  discharge  the  duties  therein  assign- 
ed them.    I  supposed  the  object  of  the  Court  in  raising  tliis  commission, 
was  to  procure  correct  surveys,  observations,  maps,  <S£c.,widi  suth  addi- 
tional and  authentic  information  touching  the  questigns  at  issue,   as 
would  aid  them  in  arriving  at  a  correct  conclusion.     If  so,  I  think  it 
will  be  conceded,  that  they  did  not  intend  in  raising  the  commission, 
to  place  it  under  the  instructions  of  either  of  the    parties  in  interest, 
in  reference  either  to  the  manner  or  tiie  extent  to   which    the   duties 
enjoined  should  be  performed.      Believing,  therefore,  that  Col.  Whit- 
ner is  the  Commissioner  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  not  the  agent  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  your   Excellency   will   readily   perceive  that  I 
oannot  make  the  order  desired. 
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I  am  aware  that  the  action  of  your  Excellency  implies  a  different 
coDStraction  of  the  interlocutory  order,  and  in  differing  with  you  in 
opinion,  I  hope  you  will  be  assured  that  I  do  so  most  reluctantly,  and 
with  entire  respect 

Although  I  have  been  compelled  to  decline  the  order  desired,  I 
stand  ready  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  promote  an  early  and  satisfac- 
tory settlement  of  this  unpleasant  controversy,  and  as  I  think  that  the 
action  of  your  Excellency  in  suspending  the  work,  or  withdrawing  the 
Commission  on  the  part  of  Georgia,  wUl  have  an  unhappy  effect,  and 
lead  to  no  good  result,  I  propose  to  devote  a  few  moments  to  that 
branch  of  the  subject 

Major  Allen,  th^  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  Georgia,  whether 
subject  to  the  instructions  of  the  Court,  or  those  of  your  Excellency, 
certainly  visited  the  St  Marys,  with  authority  to  consent  or  agree  to 
the  running  of  a  line  from  the  point  indicated  by  Ellicott  and  Minor 
to  the  confluence  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee  Rivers.  This  was 
the  first  duty  under  the  order,  except  that  the  work  was  to  precede 
any  examination,  by  commencing  at  the  confiuence  of  the  Rivers, 
This  was  a  duty  tiiat  he  was  authorized  to  omit  only  on  one  condition, 
and  that  was  that  the  Commissioners,  under  the  consent  modifica- 
tion, should  agree  upon  some  different  point  as  the  true  head  or  source 
of  ^e  River.  If  Major  Allen  had  authority  to  unite  in  running  a  line 
from  that  point,  or  from  any  other  point,  he  had  authority  to  refuse 
to  unite  in  running  such  line ;  and  when  the  proposition  was  made  by 
his  co-Commissioner,  that  was  the  time  to  make  it  known.  Now  if  Maj. 
Allen,  (having  the  authority,)  not  only  did  not  refuse,  but  actually  did 
consent  to  unite  in  running  the  line  proposed,  and  if,  under  such  con- 
sent, the  guide  line  has  been  run,  and  corrected  back  about  one  half 
of  the  whole  distance,  at  an  expense  to  the  State  of  Florida  of  sev- 
eral thousand  dollars,  I  ask  your  Excellency  whether  it  would  be  an 
act  of  good  neighborhood,  or  even  of  good  faith,  to  suspend  the  work, 
or  withdraw  the  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  Georgia  ?  If  Major 
Allen  is  regarded  by  your  Excellency  as  the  agent  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  then  his  consent  and  participation  should  be  considered  the 
consent  and  participation  of  the  State.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is 
regarded  as  the  agent  or  officer  of  the  Supreme  Court,  then  where 
wUl  your  excellency  find  authority  for  withdrawing  him  ? 

I  understand  your  Excellency,  however,  as  basing  your  action  up- 
on the  refusal  of  Col.  Whitner  to  unite  in  running  a  line  from  Lake 
Randolph  to  the  confluence  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee.  The 
Commissioners  "have  not  agreed,  as  is  shown  by  the  correspondence, 
on  Lake  Randolph  as  the  head  or  source  of  the  River,  and  excepting 
the  line  now  being  run,  I  think  your  Excellency  will  not  find,  either  in 
the  interlocutory  order,  or  the  modification  by  consent,  authority  con- 
ferred on  the  Conmiissioners  to  run  any  line  except  one  on  which 
they  could  agree. 

But  suppose,  for  the  purposes  of  this  argument,  we  concede  that 
diey  inay  run  a  line  from  such  a  point  as  may  be  claimed  by  either 
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of  them.  The  question  then  anses,  at  what  stage  of  the  investigation 
should  this  consent  be  made  ?  Suppose  Major  Allen,  on  his  arrival 
at  the  Suwannee  Springs,  on  the  2()th  of  June,  had  projDosed  to  run 
a  line  from  Lake  Randolph ;  would  your  Excellency  consider  that 
the  time  had  arrived  when  it  would  he  proper  to  decide  that  ques- 
tion ?  Or  suppose  such  a  proposition  submitted  at  any  time  during 
the  investigation  with  which  the  Commissioners  were  charged,  and 
prior  to  its  conclusion,  would  your  Excellency  consider  the  time  had 
arrived  for  a  decision  t  I  think  not.  Florida  is  willing  to  await  the 
result  of  a  full  and  fair  examination  of  all  the  streams,  and  I  hazard 
nothing  in  saying  that,  sliould  such  examination  show  that  Lake  Ran- 
dolph is  the  true  head  or  source  of  the  St  Marys,  Col.  VVhitner  will 
most  cheerfully  unite  witli  Major  Allen  in  running  that  Hue. 

But  your  Excellency  demands  a  pledge  in  advance  of  the  exam- 
ination, and  the  demand  seems  to  be  based  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  examinations  have  been  closed,  and  the  Commissioners 
have  fixed  upon  their  points ;  that  they  have  disagreed,  and  as  CoL 
Whitner  is  having  his  line  run,  Major  Allen  must  have  his.  This  I 
respectfully  suggest  is  an  erroneous  view  of  the  question.  An  exam- 
ination of  the  correspondence  between  tlie  Commissioners,  \^t11,  I 
think,  satisfy  your  Excellency  that  Col.  Whitner  simply  declined  to 
name  any  new  point  hi  advance  of  the  examination  which  was  to  be 
made  of  the  Okefenokee  Swamp,  but  stated  to  Major  Allen  that  if  he 
had  any  point  to  name,  he  would  consider  it  Major  Allen  named 
Lake  Randolph,  to  which  Col.  VVhitner  dissented,  and  in  doing  so, 
he  simply  claimed  the  Noilli  instead  of  the  middle  prong  as  the  true 
St  Marys  River ;  but  at  what  point  he  would  fix  the  head  or  source, 
his  examinations  did  not  then  authorize  hun  to  say.  Having  select- 
ed different  streams  as  the  main  River,  tliere  was  no  prospect  of  an 
agreement  in  reference  to  its  head,  and  as  the  weatlier  was  oppres- 
sively warm,  and  no  competent  guides  to  be  had,  tlie  furtlier  examina- 
tion was  postponed  until  the  line  ordered  by  the  Court,  from  the  point 
designated  by  EUicott  and  Minor,  to  the  confluence  of  the  FKnt  and 
Chattahoochee,  should  be  finished,  when  it  was  agreed  that  the 
further  examinations  should  be  made.  Col.  Wliitner  will  then  fix  a 
point,  and  if  Major  Allen  dissents,  each  will  present  to  the  Court  the 
evidence  upon  which  they  base  their  opinions. 

It  is  possible  that  the  correspondence  may  not  be  filed  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive Office  of  Georgia,  as  it  is  not  here,  and  I  will  therefore  make 
such  extracts  as  I  Htnnk  sufficient  to  sustain  the  views  which  I  have 
presented. 

July  13,  Major  Allen  to  Col.  Wliitner : 

"  I  am,  of  course,  to  understand  you  as  insisting  on  the  line  direct- 
ed to  be  run,  and  marked  by  the  interlocutory  order  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  from  tlie  confluence  of  the  Flint 
and  Chattahoochee  Rivers  to  the  point  said  to  have  been  determined 
by  Ellicott  and  Minor  as  the  head  or  source  of  St  Marys  River,    la 


\  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


133 

mj  best  judgment,  such  point  does  not  indicate  tlie  true  head  or 
80uree  of  St  Marys  River.  Do  I  understand  you  correctly  as  in- 
sistiug  on  the  line  above  referred  to  ?  If  so,  any  proposition  of  anoth- 
er point  as  die  true  head  or  source  of  tlio  JSt  Marys  River,  would  be 
unnecessary." 

July  13,  Colonel  Whitner,  in  reply  to  Major  Allen  : 

**  The  extent  of  tiie  intimation  made  by  me,  to  which  you  allude, 
was  intended  to  be  simply  that  /  was  not  prej)ared,  after  the  exaniina- 
tions  which  have  been  made,  to  propose  any  new  point  for  the  East- 
ern tenuinus  of  the  line  we  are  required  to  have  nm,  and  to  rtK]uest, 
tiuit  if  you  have  any  new  point  to  propose  for  such  terminus,  you 
would  proceed  to  reduce  such  proposal  to  writing,  &c.  I  beg  now 
to  aay,  further,  that  it  is  premature  to  consider 'the  question  respect- 
ing our  further  proceedings  until  this  point  is  disposed  of.'* 

July  13,  Major  Allen  proposes  Lake  Randolph  as  the  Eastern  ter- 
minus. 

July  14,  Colonel  Whitner  disagrees,  and  says : 

"  As  we  have  thus  failed  to  agree  on  another  point  as  the  head  of 
St  Marys  River,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  our  duty,  under  the  decre- 
tal order  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  run  a  line  from  the  confluence  of 
the  Fhnt  and  Chattahoochee  Rivers  to  the  Eastern  terminus  alleged 
by  the  Complainant  to  have  been  determined  by  EUicott  and  Minor, 
and  which  I  understand  to  be,"  &;c. 

"  llie  order  of  the  Court  required  this  line  to  be  run  in  any  event, 
and  in  the  first  instance,  although  its  moditication  by  die  Solicitors  of 
both  parties  requires  die  examination  to  precede  the  running  of  any 
line,  and,  in  case  the  Commissioners  should  agree  on  any  other  point, 
might  justify  us  in  omitting  to  run  the  one  above  described." 

Our  examination  is  still  imperfect  in  one  particular.  We  have 
traced  the  chief  and  almost  only  sources  of  tliat  bi  anch  of  St.  Marys 
River  on  which  Mound  B.  is  placed,  to  be,  in  ordinary  low  water,  by 
various  streams  issuing  from  the  Okefenokee  Swamp,  but  have  not 
ascertained  the  distance  in  or  across  the  swamp  that  these  streams 
nm,  or  the  source  to  which  their  waters  can  be  traced.  Id  respect 
to  the  waters  emptying  into  the  Middle  Prong,  this  has  been  done  at 
the  instance  of  tlie  Defendant  on  a  former  occasion,  and  I  have  been 
content  to  accept  their  report  as  to  that  fact,  and  to  rely  on  the 
statements  of  others,  who  are  familiar  with  this  point  But  in  this 
extraordinary  season  of  heat,  <kc.,  it  is  evidentiy  imj)racticable  to 
penetrate  this  swamp  now,  and  spend  days  and  nights  in  it,  witliout 
a  reckless  disregard  of  health  and  life.  •  ♦  And  there  is  not 
more  dian  sufficient  time  to  run  this  lin^  and  correct  it  back,  and  for 
the  Surveyors  to  have  their  work  prepared  to  be  reported  at  the  time 
required  by  the  Court,  even  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances 
of  weather  and  the  health  of  the  8urve}nng  party.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  propose  that  this  examination  be  deferred,  and  that  the 
Surveyors  proceed  to  ran  a  random  op  guide  line  from  the  points 
named  by  Ellicott  and  Minor,"  &e.     "  And  I  propose  this  the  more 
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re».  -'ly,  because  your  own  proposition  of  a  new  point  satisfies  me 
tiiat,  should  a  full   examination   of  the  waters  of  the  Okefenokee 
Swamp  convince  me  that  the  point  established  by  Ellicott  and  Mi- 
nor is  too  far  South,  we  should  not  agree  to  move  it  further  Nortli, 
and  so  it  would  have  no  practical  influence  on  the  further  peiform 
ance  of  our  duties." 
Same  day,  July  14,  Major  Allen  to  Col.  Whltner : 
"  I  concur  with  you  now,  that  we  do  not  agree   that  it  becomes 
our  duty  to  have  run  and  marked,  the  line  indicated  by  the  Supreme 
Court,"  &c.     "  In  my  judgment  this  is  the  proper  time  to  make  any 
examination  desired,  and  we  are  now,  as  we  have  always  been,  ready 
to  assist  and  unite  in  any  examinations  desired  to  be  made." 
July  15,  Col.  Whitner  to  Major  Allen : 

"  I  am  pleased  to  learn  from  your's  of  yesterday,  (handed  me  this 
morning)  that  you  concur  in  our  duty  to  have  the  line  run  first 
directed  by  the  Court,  as  described  in  each  of  our  last  notes.  I  ac- 
knowledge your  readiness  as  now  expressed  and  heretofore  uniform- 
erly  evinced,  to  join  in  making  any  further  examinations  I  deem  im- 
portant But  I  do  not  concur,  that,  under  existing  circumstances, 
those  I  alluded  to  should  now  be  made.  The  running  of  the  line  I 
consider  much  the  more  important  duty  of  the  two,  and  therefore 
wish  not  to  increase  the  risk  of  failing  in  it.  And  I  voJU.  add  anoth- 
er great  inducement  to  postpone  the  further  examination  of  the  Oke- 
fenokee Swamp,  which  is,  that  we  know  of  no  competent  guides  able 
to  serve  us  to  more  than  a  limited  extent  at  present  But  by  now 
giving  out  an  intimation  that  we  shall  need  such  guides,  and  will  pay 
suitably  for  their  services,  there  are  no  doubt  many  amongst  those 
living  in  the  neighborhood,  who  will  take  pains  to  qualify  themselves 
fully  against  the  time  when  the  surveyors  return  with  their  corrected 
line,  and  thus  save  a  large  amount  of  expense,  as  well  as  much  time^ 
labor  and  exposure  in  making  the  proposed  examinations  hereafter. 
I  beg,  therefore,  respectfully  to  adhere  to  my  proposal  of  yesterday." 
July  15,  Major  Allen  to  Col.  Whitner: 

"  We  will  cheerfully  unite  with  you  in  any  further  examination  of 
the  Okefenokee  Swamp  you  may  desire  to  make,  and  concur  in  your 
proposal  of  guides.  You  will  understand  me  as  not  attaching  the 
importance  to  the  examination  you  seem  to  do." 

I  have  thus  extracted  largely  from  the  correspondence,  to  show 
that  Col.  Whitner's  election  is  yet  to  be  made,  -and  depends  on  an 
examination  to  be  gone  into  on  the  return  of  tlie  surveying  party. — 
The  correspondence  shows  a  good  understanding  on  this  subject  up 
to  the  date  of  the  last  letter  from  which  I  have  extracted — shows 
Major  Allen  as  agreeing  promptly  to  unite  in  running  the  line  on 
which  the  surveyors  are  now  engaged — shows  that  he  agreed,  with- 
out reserve  or  condition,  to  unite,  on  the  return  of  the  surveyors,  in 
making  any  further  examinations  desired — concurred  with  CoL 
Whitner  in  his  proposal  of  guides,  and  in  doing  all  this,  failed  even 
ju>  intimate  a  desire  in  any  of  his  notes,  tliat  a  line   should   now  be 
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nm  from  Lake  Randolph  to  the  confluence  of  the  Rivers.  The  Com* 
missioners  may  have  had  conversations  in  reference  to  this  line^ 
but  as  they  had  agreed  that  their  official  action  should  be  in  writing, 
it  was,  I  think,  proper  that  so  important  a  proposition  should  have 
been  distinctly  submitted.  And  especially  should  this  have  been  the 
case,  when  it  is  regarded  by  vour  Excellency  as  of  such  overshad- 
owing importance,  to  be  made  a  condition  precedent  to  the  closing 
of  the  present  line. 

I  expect  to  place  before  the  Commissioners,  before  they  close  their 
investigations,  evidence,  which  I  incline  to  think,  will  be  regarded  as 
conclusive,  that  the  North  Prong  was  the  true  St  Mary's  River,  and 
that  as  late  as  the  year  1824  there  was  no  question  of  the  fact  by 
those  familiar  with  the  two  streams.  Should  I  succeed  in  offering 
such  testimony,  I  am  sure  that  your  Excellency  and  Maior  Allen  will 
both  abandon  the  present  demand.  The  question  will  then  be,  the 
points  on  the  North  Prong  to  be  agreed  upon  as  the  true  head  or 
source  of  the  River,  and  I  have  little  doubt  that  such  point  will  be 
found  considerably  North  of  the  Mound.  With  the  testimony  and 
examinations  thus  incomplete,  I  respectfully  submit  to  your  Excel- 
lency that  your  demand  to  have  the  line  run  from  Lake  Randol{^  is 
premature. 

Florida  and  the  United  States  have  always  regarded  the  question 
as  closed  by  the  action  of  the  Commissioners,  and  of  the  parties  in 
interest,  and  have  been  willing  so  to  consider  it  Whether  it  is  or  is 
not  closed,  is  the  first  question  to  be  determined  by  the  Court  If 
they  decide  that  affirmatively,  then  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  an- 
other line.  If  it  is  held  to  be  an  open  question,  the  parties  can  take 
such  additional  interlocutory  orders  as  will  secure  a  final  decree  at 
the  succeeding  term  of  the  Court  The  report  of  this  Commission 
is  required  to  be  filed  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  there  is 
no  time  to  run  another  Une,  and  plat  and  report  this  one.  The  line 
now  being  run  will  be  regarded  as  the  Court's  line,  and  will  not  be 
at  all  likely  to  indicate  the  opinion  of  either  of  the  Commissioners. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  your  Excellency  will  concur  with  me  in  opin- 
ion, and  will  review  your  determination  to  withdraw  the  Commis- 
sioner on  the  part  of  Georgia,  and  permit  the  line  now  being  run  to  be 
corrected  back  and  closed. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration  and  respect, 

I  am  your  Excellency's  ob't  servant, 
JAMES  E.  BROOME. 


[E.] 

Tallahassee,  September  ISth,  1854. 
To  Jaxes  E.  Broome, 

Governor  of  Florida : 
Sir: — Your  Excellency  having  done  me  the  favor  of  a, perusal  oP 
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the  letter  you  have  just  received  from  Gov.  Johnson,  which  animad< 
verts  upon  ray  conduct  as  a  Joint  Commissioner,  acting  under  the 
order  of  the  iSuprenie  Court  of  the  United  States,  with  a  request  thai 
1  would  furnish  you  with  such  statements  and  explanations  of  m^ 
conduct  as  will  enable  you  to  make  a  suitable  reply,  I  lose  no  time 
in  doing  so.  My  conduct,  it  seems,  is  made  die  ground  for  his  inter- 
lering  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission,  by  already  directing 
the  Commissioner  and  SuiTeyor  named  by  Georgia  to  suspend  furthei 
co-operation  in  mnning  the  line  now^  in  progress,  until  your  answei 
is  received,  and  stating  the  further  determination  to  order  them  to 
withdraw  altogether,  unless,  under  your  instructions,  my  \iews  ol 
my  duties  conformed  to  his  opinions.  I  feel  mine  to  be  a  serious 
responsibility,  from  which  I  will  not  shrink,  while  I  sincerely  thanli 
your  Excellency  for  tliis  early  opportunity  to  explain  and  \indicat€ 
the  grou!ids  on  which  I  have  acted. 

I  may  have  entered  upon  the  pei-formance  of  my  duties  under  ar 
erroneous  impression,  which  was,  that  while  tlie  Court  ordered  that« 
Commissioner  and  Sur\'eyor  be  named  by  each  of  the  parties,  yet 
after  they  were  so  selected  or  named,  their  autliority,  duty  and  in- 
structions as  to  the  manner  of  tlie  commission  to.be  executed,  must 
come  from  the  Court  alone.  You  proposed  no  conditions  or  instruc- 
.  tions,  except  as  to  expense,  outfit,  compensation,  &c.  The  scope 
and  exte!it  of  the  powers  and  duties  set  forth  in  the  order  oj 
Court,  were  carefully  examined  and  weighed  beforehand,  as  I  fell 
most  anxious  to  understand  all  that  was  required  of  me ;  and  wher 
1  met  Major  Allen,  and  compared  opinions  with  him  touching  oui 
duties,  my  attention  was  directed  solely  to  the  interlocutory  order  oi 
Court  and  its  subsequent  modification  by  Counsel.  Had  I  supposed 
that  he  felt  himself  bound  by  any  instructions,  as  to  what  he  w^as  tc 
do  or  insist  on  my  doing,  emanating  from  any  source  outside  of  thai 
order,  or  dicUiting  the  construction  we  were  to  give  it,  I  should  cer 
tainly  have  insisted  on  being  fully  informed  on  the  subject  I  con- 
sidered that  we  were  appointetl,  not  to  negotiate,  arbitrate  or  com- 
j)romise,  as  tlio  representatives  of  the  two  St^ites,  but  simply  tc 
examine  into  and  settle  a  disputed  point,  if  able  to  agree,  and  if  not 
then  to  perfonn  a  duty  prescribed  by  the  Court 

The  order  recites  tliat  it  was  made  at  tlie  instance,  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  Solicitors  of  each  party.  Tlie  duties  it  prescribes 
seem  to  me  easily  understood,  and  are  the  following : 

"  1st  They  are  to  run  and  mark  a  Une  from  the  confluence  oJ 
the  Flint  and  Chattahochee  Rivers  to  the  Eastern  terminus  allegec 
by  tlie  Complainant  to  have  been  estiblished  by  Ellicott  and  Minor.' 

Except  to  ascertain  the  latter  point,  which  the  Commissioners  die 
without  difficulty,  this  work  was  entirely  artistic,  to  bo  executed  b^ 
i  the  Surveyors,  upon  such  plan  as  they  might  suggest  and  the  Com 

missioners  approve. 

"  2d.  If  tliey  shall  find  such  tenninus  not  to  be  the  true  head  oi 
source  of  the  St  Marys  River,  then  to  run  and  mark  another  liae 
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from  the  confluence  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee  to  the  point 
which  they  shall  ascertain  to  have  been^  at  the  date  of  th«  Treaty* 
such  true  head  or  source." 

Tho  language  of  this  clause  of  the  order  warrants  the  construction 
that  "  they,"  to  wit,  both  Commissioners,  must  **find"  that  is  to  say, 
must  decide  or  agree  that  this  terminus  is  not  the  head  or  source  of 
the  river,  before  they  are  authorized  or  required  to  run  *'  another  line  J* 
Either  one  may  so  "Jind*'  or  decide,  but  this  would  not  be  a  joint 
finding  or  deciding.  Yet,  suppose  this  phrase  in  the  order  was  in- 
tended to  affirm  a  negative  instead  of  a  positive  proposition,  and  had 
said,  '*  if  they  shall  not  find  the  said  terminus  to  be  the  true  head/'  &c., 
"  then  to  run  and  mark  another  line,"  ^c,  the  question  then  arises, 
TITiere  to  ?  and  the  answer  is,  "  To  the  point  which  they  ahall  ascer- 
tain," &c*  Is  not  this  point  to  be  Jointly  ascertained  by  both  Com- 
missioners I  If  not,  why  use  the  plural  "  they  ?"  If  any  line,  here- 
tofore or  now  contended  for  by  Geoi^gia,  was  also  tO  be  ran,  why 
not  have  stated  it  in  so  many  words  ?  Why  appeal  to  their  judg* 
menl,  and  require  the  Commissioners  to  investigate  such  point,  if  theiif 
doty  was  simply  executory  ?  If  they  were  merely  to  make  examina- 
tions, observations,  dtc,  but  to  be  clothed  with  no  right  to  exercise 
any  discretion — at  least  if  the  Commissioner  named  by  Florida  was 
to  have  none  of  his  own  in  the  matter — the  order  is  certainly  ex* 
pressed  in  very  infelicitous  terms. 

Gov.  Johnson  says  that  "  not  agreeing  that  the  point  determined 
by  EUicott  and  Minor,  is  the  true  head  or  source  (of  St  Marys),  it  is 
&e  duty  of  the  Florida  Commissioner  to  do  something  more — io 
unite  with  the  Georgia  Commissioner,  at  least  in  search  for  the  true 
head  or  source."  I  concur  fully  that  this  was  my  duty^  and  I  cer- 
tainly supposed  I  had  performed  it  to  the  full  extent  that  Major  Allen 
proposed  or  desired.  And  Gov.  J.  is  referred  to  the  **  statement"  of 
this  part  of  our  work,  agreed  on  and  signed  in  duplicate  by  Majoi* 
Alien  and  myself,  and  witnessed  by  both  surveyors,  dated  18th  July, 
1854 ;  which  shows  that  fifteen  or  sixteen  days  were  devoted  to  tins 
"  search,"  and  the  survevs,  measurements  and  examinations,  6dc4 
connected  with  it ;  and  mat  they  were  suspended  at  my  instance,  as 
the  correspondence  shows,  only  in  a  direction  north  of  the  terminus 
of  Ellicott  and  Minor,  of  which  Gov.  J.  has  no  cause  to  complain, 
if  your  Excellency  is  satisfied. 

These  examinations,  it  is  true,  did  not  carry  conviction  to  my 
mind  that  the  middle  or  west  prong  w^  the  main  St  Marys  River, 
nor  enable  me  to  ascertain  **  the  Southern  extremity  of  Lake  Ran- 
dolph" (as  proposed  by  Major  Allen)  "  to  have  been,  at  the  date  of 
&e  Treaty,  such  true  head  or  source ;"  and  of  course  I  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  declining  to  agrees  to  that  as  the  Eastern  terminus  of  the^ 
line  .we  were  directed  to  have  run.  And  I  had  previously  informed 
Major  Allen  "  that  /  was  not  prepared,  after  the  examinations  which 
have  been  made,  to  propose  any  new  point  for  the  Eastern  termiouf 
of  the  line  we  are  required  to  have  run,"  &c. 
18  S 
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Gov.  Johnson  further  says,  "that  CoL  Whitner  believes  that  the  point 
designated  by  EUicott  and  Mipor  is  the  true  head  or  source,"  and  inti- 
mates  that  the  line  we  are  having  run  was  begun  at  ray  instance,  in 
consequence  of  my  adopting  this  terminus  as  the  head  of  St.  Marys 
,  River,  and  not  because   the  Court  had  ordered  jt  to  be  run.     As 

Major  Allen  has  stremiously  endea\cored  to  force  me  into  this  posi- 
tion, in  a  recent  part  of  our  correspondence,  I  must  suppose  that 
Gov.  J.  has  made  tiiis  statement  without  having  seen  that  part  of  it 
which  passed  before  we  begun  the  line.  And  as  I  have  no  hope  to 
make  it  any  clearer  that  such  was  not  my  position;  than  in  the  lan- 
guage I  then  used,  I  will  extract  from  our  letters  all  that  bears  on 
this  point,  in  hopes  that  I  shall  be  better  understood  by  your  Excel- 
lency, at  any  rate. 

Major  Allen,  in  his  first  note  of  the  13th  July,  1854,  says : 

"  I  am,  of  course,  to  understand  you  as  insisting  oh  the  line  di- 
rected to  be  run  and  marked  by  the  interlocutory  decree  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  from  the  confluence  of  the  Flint 
and  Chattahoochee  Rivers  to  a  point  said  to  have  been  determined 
by  Eliicott  and  Minor,  as  the  head  or  source  of  St  Marys  River. 
In  my  best  judgment,  such  point  does  not  indicate  the  true  head  or 
source  of  St.  Marys  River.  Do  I  understand  you  correctly  as  insist- 
ing on  the  line  above  referred  to  ?  If  so,  any  proposition  of  another 
point  as  the  true  head  or  source  of  the  St  Marys  River  would  be 
unnecessary." 

He  evidently  meant,  by  this  term  *'  insisting,"  to  inquire  if  he 
was  to  understand  me  as  adopting  that  terminus  as  the  hiead  of  the 
I  River. 

On  the  same  day  I  replied  to  this  note  as  follows : 

i*  "  The  extent  of  the  intimation  (in  mere  conversation)  made  by  me> 

to  which  you  allude,  was  intended  to  be  simply  that  /  was  not  pre- 
r  pared,  after  the  examinations  which  have  been  made,  to  propose  any 

!  '  new  point  for  the  Eastern  terminus  of  the  line  we  are  required  to 

have  run,"  "  and  to  request  that  if  you  had  any  new  point  to  propose 
i  for  such  terminus,  you  would  proceed  to  reduce  such  proposal  to 

writing,"  dec.     "I  beg  now  to  say,  further,  tliat  it  is  premature  to 
!  consider  the  question  respecting  our  further  proceedings,  until  this 

,;ft  point  is  disposed  of." 

M  j  Surely,  this  neither  affirms  nor  implies  that  I  had  either  adopted  or 

I  I  rejected  tlie  point  said  to  be  established  by  Eliicott  and  Minor. 

I  J,^  Major  Allen  in  reply,  the  same  day,  (July  13tli,).  says : 

"  You  do  not  answer  my  question,  as  to  whether  you  insist  on  the 
line  directed  to  be  run  and  marked,"  dec,  "  but  renew  a  request  oral- 
ly made,  that  if  I  have  any  new  point  for  the  Eastern  terminus  of 
the  line  required  to  be  run,  that  I  would  propose  it.  With  great  con- 
fldence,  I  propose  as  such  Eastern  termihus  the  Southern  extremity 
of  Lake  Randolph  or  Ocean  Pond." 

July  14,  1854, 1  state  to  Major  Allen  in  reply : 

"  The  new  point  you  propose  *  with  great  confidence'  as  the  head 
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of  SL  Marys  River,  I  feel  equal  confidence  in  declining  to  agree  to, 
as  having,-  in  my  judgment,  no  just  claim  to  be  adoptedas  such,"  &c 
And  then  proceed  as  follows  :  "  As  we  have  thus  failed  to  agree  on 
another  point,  as  the  head  of  St  Marys  River,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  Qur  duty,  under  the  decretal  order  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to   run 
a  line  from  the  confluence  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee  Rivers,  to 
the  eastern  terminus  alledged  by  the  complainant  to  have  been  deter- 
mined by  EUicott  and  Minor,  and  which  I  understand  to  be,"  &c. — 
•*  The  order  of  Court  required  this  line  to  be  run,  in  any  event,  and  in 
the  first  instance,  although  its  modification  by  tlie  Solicitors   of  both 
parties  requires  (permits)  the  examination  to  precede   the   running  of 
any  line,  and  in  case  the  Commissioners  should  agree  on  any   other 
pohit,  might  justify  us  in  omitting  to  run  the  one  above  dv^scribed. — 
Our  examination  is  still  imperfect  in  one  particular.    Wo  have  traced 
tiie  chief  and  almost  only  sources  of  that  branch   of  tlie   St   Marys 
River  on  which  mount  B  Is  placed,  to  be,  in  ordinary  low  water,  by 
various  streams  issuing  from  the  Okefenokee  Swamp,  but  have  not 
ascertained  the  distance  in  or  across  the  Swamp  that  these   streams 
run,  or  the  source  to  which  their  waters  can  be  traced.      In  respect 
t»  Ihe  waters  emptying  into  the  middle  prong,  this  has  been  done  at 
the  instance  of  the  defendant  on  a  former  occasion,  and  I  have  been 
content  to  accept  the  report  as  to  that  fact,  and  to  rely  on  the  state- 
ments of  others  who  are  familiar  on  that  point     But  in  this  extraor- 
dinary season  of  heat,  &c.,  it  is  evidently  impracticable   to  penetrate 
tiiis  swamp  now,  and  spend  days  and  nights  in   it  without  a  reckless 
disregard  of  health  and  life."     *  And  there  is  not  more  than  sufficient 
time  to  run  this  line  and  correct  it  back,   and   for  the   surveyors  to 
have  their  work  prepared  to  be  reported,  at  the  time  required  by  the 
Court,  even  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  of  weather,  and 
the  health  of  the  surveying  party.      Under  tliese  circumstances,  I 
propose  that  this  examination  be  deferred,  and  that  the  surveyors  pro- 
ceed to  run  a  random  or  guide  Hue  from  the  point  named  by  ElHcott 
and  Minor  f     "  and  I  propose  this  the  more  readily   because  your 
own  proposition  of  a  new  point  satisfies  me,  that  should  full   exami- 
nation of  the  wateBS  of  Okefenokee   Swamp  convince   me  that  the 
point  established  by  EUicott  and  Minor  is  too   far  south,   we  should 
not  agree  to  move  it  further  north,  and  so  it  would  have  no  practical 
influence  on  the  further  performance  of  our  duties." 

.  Surely  here  is  evidence  of  anything  else  but  the  adoption  on  my 
part  of  the  terminus  of  EUicott  and  Minor,  although  it  ^ows  con- 
clofiively  that  I  had  no  doubt  they  had  properly  chosen  the  north 
branch  as  the  main  stream  of  St  Marys.  How  could  language  make  • 
it  plainer  that  I  proposed  this  line  to  be  run,  because  tlie  Court  or- 
dered it,  and  not  because  /  adopted  it  ?  Major  Allen  in  both  of  his 
precioos  notes,  described  it  as  "  tJie  line  directed  to  be  run  by  the  de- 
creicd  order  of  the  Courts*  and  I  felt  no  doubt  that  we  both  were 
agreed  as  to  the  duty  of  having  it  run.  But  to  put  this  beyond  all 
dispate.  Major  Allen  in  his  next  note  (14th  July)  says : 
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"  I  concur  with  you  now,  that  we  do  not  agree,  that  it  beconM 
our  duty  to  have  run  and  marked  the  line  indicated  by  the  Suprem 
Court,"  &c.  "  In  my  judgment,  this  is  the  proper  time  to  make  an 
examinations  desired,  and  we  are  now,  as  we  always  have  been,  read 
to  assist  and  unite  in  any  examinations  desired  to  be  made." 

On  the  15th  of  July,  I  reply  to  Major  Allen  : 

*•  I  am  pleased  to  learn  by  yours  of  yesterday,  (handed  me  th 
morning,)  that  you  concur  in  our  diity  to  have  the  hue  run  first  d 
rected  by  the  Court,  as  described  in  each  of  our  last  notes.  I  a( 
knowledige  your  readiness,  as  now  expressed  and  heretofore  uniforn 
ly  evinced,  to  join  in  any  further  examinations  I  deem  important ;  bi 
I  do  not  concur  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  those  I  alluded  1 
should  now  be  made.  The  running  of  the  line  I  consider  much  tl 
more  important  duty  of  the  two,  and  therefore  wish  not  to  iucreai 
the  risks  of  failing  in  it  And  I  will  add  another  great  iuducemei 
to  postpone  the  further  examination  of  the  Okefenokee  Swamp,  jvhich 
that  we  know  of  no  competent  guides,  able  to  serve  us  to  more  than 
limited  extent,  at  present ;  but  by  giving  out  an  intimation  that  \* 
ahall  need  such  guides,  and  will  pay  suitably  for  their  services,  tiiei 
are  no  doubt  many  amongst  those ,  living  in  the  neighborhood  wt 
\^  take  pains  to  qualify  Siemselves  fully,  against  tlie  time  when  th 
Surveyors  return  with  their  corrected  line,  and  thus  save  a  lar^ 
amount  of  expense,  as  well  as  much  time,  labor,  and  exposure,  in  makiu 
the  proposed  examination  hereafter.  I  beg,  therefore,  respectfully  1 
adhere  to  my  proposal  of  yesterday." 

The  same  day,  Major  Allen  replied : 

"  We  will  cheerfuUy  unite  with  you  in  any  further  examinations  ( 
the  Okefenokee  Swamp  you  may  desire  to  make,  and  concur  in  yoi 
proposal  of  guides.  You  will  understand  me  in  not  attaching  ik 
importance  to  the  examination  you  seem  to  do." 

Here  the  correspondence  closed  between  Major  Allen  and  royseJ 
while  at  the  Easterm  terminus.  In  immediate  connection  with  d 
foregoing  extracts,  I  wiU  now  add  one  from  our  official  staiemeri 
drawn  up  and  signed  by  both  Commissioners  on  the  18th  of  July,  tl 
day  before  we  left  the  Surveyors,  viz : 

"  Having  completed  our  examinations,  as  far  as  was  deemed  pr 
dent  at  this  time,  and  ascertained  that  we  could  not  agree  as  to  tl 
head  of  St  Marys  River,  we  agreed  to  have  run  the  line  indicated  I 
the  Court,  from  a  point  two  miles  North,  45  ®  East  from  Mound  JE 
to  the  junction  of  the  FUnt  and  Chattahoochee  Rivers." 

These  extracts  contain  all  that  is  pertinent  to  the  question  und 
consideration :  1st  Whether  /  had  adopted  the  terminus-  said  to  1 
designated  by  Ellicott  and  Minor  as  being  the  head  of  St  Maryi 
2d.  Whether  I  proposed  and  Major  Allen  concurred  in  the  duty  of  nii 
ning  a  line  from  that  terminus  because  I  had  adopted  it,  or  because  tl 
Court  had  ordered  it ;  and  I  trust  that  their  perusal  will  clearly  show  i 
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yonr  Excellency  that  I  not  only  carefully  abstained  from  either  adopt- 
ing, or  even  indicating,  a  preference  for  any  point,  new  or  old,  be- 
yond that  of  taking  the  North  Branch  to  be  the  main  River,  but  also 
I  expressly  reser\'ed  my  decisions  as  to  the  pohit  at  issue,  until  fui*- 
ther  examinations  were  had  North  of  Mound  B.  I  beUeved  if  tliey 
resulted  in  disclosing  facts  to  show  tliat  Eliicott  and  Mhior  had  erred, 
in  choosing  a  point  too  far  South  for  the  true  head  or  source  of  the 
St  Marys  River,  that  it  was  equally  the  duty  of  tlio  Commission  to 
lay  these  facts  before  the  Court.  If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion 
that  the  decision  of  ElUcott  and  Minor,  in  this  particular,  is  not  as 
conclusive  as  if  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  limits,  and  should  determine 
that  the  head  of  St  Marys  is  still  an  open  question,  of  course  tlie  wliole 
subject  will  be  examined  as  though  notliing  had  heretofore  been 
done  or  decided,  to  ihe  prejudice  of  eitlier  party,  so  that  each  may 
claim  all  benefit  or  advantage  to  result  from  a  fair  and  full  investiga- 
tion, even  at  this  late  day.  Spain,  tlie  United  States  and  Florida  have 
all  along  been  willing  to  acquiesce  in  what  was  done  by  Eliicott  and 
Minor  in  the  premises,  as  binding  and  vaHd ;  yet  if  Georgia,  the  oth- 
er party  in  interest,  not  so  disposed,  succeeds  in  convincing  the  Court 
that  their  act  is  invaUd,  such  former  acquiescence  will  not  be  used  to 
give  the  defendant  any  advantage  or  preference.  Hence  I  consider- 
ed it  as  much  the  duty  of  the  present  Commission  to  carry  our  in- 
vestigations to  the  North  as  to  the  South  of  the  terminus  established 
by  the  original  Commissioners.  The  order  of  Court  does  not  instruct 
OS  to  search  for  the  head  or  source  of  St  Marys,  only  in  such  direc- 
tion as  would  be  more  favorable  to  Georgia,  and  not  in  any  other, 
which  might  turn  out  to  be  less  favorable  than  the  point  settled  on  by 
Eliicott  and  Minor. 

As  we  approached  the  scene  of  our  researches  and  examinations, 
we  found  a  story  current  amongst  the  present  inhabitants  of  that  re-  - 
gion,  that  the  North  Branch  of  St  Marys,  on  which  Eliicott  and  Mi- 
nor had  erected  their  Upper  Moilnd,  (B.,)  had  no  connection  with  the 
great  Okefenokee  Swamp,  except  by  overflow,  in  times  of  very  high 
water.  And  as  W.  G.  Bonner,  in  his  large  map  of  Georgia,  had 
represented  the  head  waters  of  St  Marys,  and  the  South-Eastem  mar- 
gin of  the  Swamp,  so  as  to  give  countenance  to  such  opinion,  I 
proposed  that  our  first  labors  should  be  directed  to  ascertain  the  truth 
of  die  case.  This  examination  proved,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
us  all,  that  in  an  ordinary  low  stage'of  water  nearly  the  whole  supply 
of  this  stream  came  out  of  the  Okefenokee  Swamp,  through  numer- 
ous small  runs,  or  channels,  precisely  as  had  been  alleged  by  Eliicott 
and  Minor. 

As  soon  as  this  point  was  satisfactorily  investigated,  I  was  willing 
to  turn  our  operations  down  this  branch  of  die  River,  to  its  junetion 
with  other  streams,  not  only  to  ascestain  their  relative  appearances  at 
the  points  of  confluence,  but  also  to  elicit  from  my  respected  col- 
league, Major  Allen,  his  construction  of  that  phrase  in  the  treaty  of 
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1705,  " the  head  of  St.  Marys  River"  by  seeing  how  far  up  either 
of  tlie  others  that  ne  might  adopt,  he  woukl  propose  to  ascend  in  oi^ 
der  to  reach  its  "Accrc?."  For  my  own  part,  I  felt  great  hesitation  in  de- 
ciding upon  the  proper  meaning  of  this  term,  "  AcaJ,"  as  applied  to  a 
River.  The  word  " head"  is  rendered  " naciiniento"'  in  the  Spanish 
version  of  the  treaty,  which  may  be  translated  source,  origin,  birth, 
inception.  One  of  the  three  following  definitions  or  rules  must  be  adop- 
ted, in  fixing  a  point  for  the  "  head"  of  a  River: 

1st  That  point  "when  it  ceases  to  be  a  River,  or  considerable 
stream ;" 

2d.  That  point  where  there  ceases  to  be  "  a  bed  or  channel,  con- 
fined ^vithin  well  defined  banks  ;"  or 

3d.  As  high  up  as  "  rills  can  be  traced,  conveying  into  it  tlie  wa- 
ters of  Swamps  or  Springs,  and  the  surplus  of  every  shower." 

Precedents  may  be  found,  in  works  of  high  authority,  that  treat  of 
Rivers  and  their  sources,  for  adopting  eitlier  rule,  particularly  of  the 
two  last 

A  very  slight  examination  was  sufficient  to  convince  us  both  thai 
the  South  Prong,  though  longer  than  either  of  the  others,  taken  sep- 
arately, could  not  be  regarded  as  the  main  River,  at  its  junction  with 
the  others,  united  in  one  stream.  We  therefore  next  ascended  the 
Middle  or  West  Prong,  not  only*as  far  up  as  it  had  "  a  bed,  or  channel, 
confined  within  well  defined  banks,"  but,  at  the  instance  of  Major  Al- 
len,  we  continued  to  trace  the  Swamps,  and  Bays,  and  Ponds  which 
discharged  their  waters  into  it,  to  more  than  double  that  distance,  in- 
to and  across  Ocean  Pond,  or  Lake  Randolph,  and  Major  Allen 
adopted  the  "  Southern  extremitif*  of  this  Lake  as  the  "  true  head  or 
source  of  St  Marys  River,"  and  submitted  tlie  same  for  my  concur- 
rence. 

For  reasons  which  need  not  now  be  stated,  I  had  no  hesitation  in 
deciding  that  this  fork  of  the  river  could  not  be  considered  to  be  the 
main  stream,  either  now  or  at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  and  that  Ellicott 
and  Minor  had  acted  correctly  in  choosing  the  north  branch  of  St 
Marys  as  the  continuation  of  the  river.  Yet,  as  my  colleague  had 
thus  clearly  indicated  his  opinion  thiit  we  were  to  search  for  the  head 
of  St  Marys,  as  high  up  as  we  found  waters  "  running  into  it  from 
swamps  or  springs,"  or  "  even  furnished  by  the  surplus  or  overflow 
of  showers,"  of  course  I  felt  then  justified  and  bound  to  pursue  our 
search  into  and  up  the  Okefenokee  Swamp,  as  far  as  we  could  trace 
waters  emptying  from  it  into  the  north  branch ;  and  if  it  turned  out 
that  such  waters  were  supplied  by  streams  or  creeks  risuig  beyond 
the  swamp,  that  these  sliould  also  be  investigated,  and  all  the  fticts 
be  fully  collected  and  reported.  The  reasons  ior  deferring  to  make 
this  examination  then  appear  in  the  extracts  already  furnished  from  my 
notes  to  Major  Allen. 

The  interlocutory  order  of  Court,  clearly  made  It  our  duty  to  run 
the  line  we  have  now  in  progress,  without  any  appeal  to  the  judg- 
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ment  or  discretion  of  the  ConMnissioners  at  all,  and  for  a  yery 
plain  and  adequate  reason^  to  wit,  because  Spain,  the  United 
States,  and  Florida,  had  all  maintained  that  the  points  or 
teraiini  to  be  connected  by  it,  had  long  ago  been  established  and  set- 
tled by  those  empowered  by  the  high  contracting  parties,  and  fully 
competent  to  settle  it  As  the  modification  of  this  order,  prepared 
by  counsel,  might  be  construed  to  make  that  doubtful,  which  was  . 
otherwise  plain,  and  to  imply  that  no  line  at  all  was  to  be  run,  not 
even  the  first  one,  uidess  Major  Allen  and  myself  first  concurred  that 
the  terminus  fixed  on  by  Ellicott  and  Minor  was  correctly  estab- 
lished at  the  head  of  St  Marys  River,  I  at  once  submitted  to  him 
that  it  was  our  duty  to  run  a  line  from  this  point,  because  tee  could 
agree  on  no  other y  and  because  the  Court  had  so  ordered;  and  in  this 
he  certainly  then  fully  concurred.  Had  he  refused  his  concurrence 
&t  that  time,  or  made  it  contingent  upon  my  also  agreeing  to  run 
another  line  to  Lake  Randolph,  or  to  any  other  point  that  I  did  not 
consider  to  be  the  head  of  the  river,  of  course  I  could  not  have  com- 
plained that  we  did  not  agree  as  to  our  duty,  however  much  I  might 
have  regretted  it  The  work  would  haye  stopped  there,  and  we  would 
have  come  home.  Had  the  slightest  intimation  been  then  given,  that 
Major  Allen  did  not  consider  himself  entirely  competent  to  ptt  liis 
own  construction  upon  the  duties  assigned  to  us  by  the  Court,  or 
that  he  would  voluntarily  abandon  the  completion  of  any  one  of 
thera,  after  months  of  labor  and  expense,  or  that  he  anticipated  any 
interruption  or  interference  by  the  Executive  or  the  Solicitors  of 
Georgia  to  that  end,  most  assuredly  neither  the  present  line  would 
have  been  b^un,  nor  co^ld  I  have  consented  to  enter  upon  any  of 
the  duties  of  the  joint  commission. 

As  our  random  line  approached  the  confluence  of  Flint  and  Chat- 
tahoochee rivers.  Major  Allen  renewed  our  correspondence,  by  in- 
fonning  me  that,  as  instructed  by  Gov.  Johnson  to  do;  he  insisted  on 
my  uniting  in  running  the  Lake  Randolph  line  also.  I  declined  to 
do  80,  and  I  now  annex  copies  of  that  part  of  our  correspondence, 
which  need  no  comment  It  closed  with  an  assurance  by  him  that 
this  Hne  should  be  run,  nevertheless,  of  which  I  should  receive  duo 
notice.  And  ^ith  this  understanding,  after  crossing  the  random  line, 
and  agreeing  upon  the  point  of  confluence  of  Flint  and  Chattahoo- 
chee rivers,  (which  evidently  had  undergone  recent  changes  from  the 
tffects  of  freshets,)  at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  as  nearly  as  we  could 
ascertain,  the  surveyors  commenced  their  return  line  on  the  Slst  ult 
on  a  corrected  course,  to  run  and  mark  the  same  in  such  manner  a» 
^e  agreed  would  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Court  Tliis  work 
has  been  steadily  progressing,  and  its  accuracy  has  been  most  satis- 
^torily  shown,  (from  cross  measurements)  by  a  regular  convei^ence 
to  the  random  or  guide  line,  and  I  presume  it  is  nearly  or  quite  half 
done.  Its  abandonment  at  such  a  stage,  appears  to  me  most  arbitra-  ' 
^7  and  UDJostifiable,  and  I  still  hope  will  not  bo  insisted  on,  whea 
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Gov.  Johnson  reviews  all  the  circumstances;     In  any  event,  I  hope 
stand  acquitted  by  the  Court,  and  by  your  Excellency,  of  being  1 
cause  from  any  neglect  to  perform  my  duty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  res[)ect. 

Your  Excellency's  ob*t  serv't, 

BENJ.  F.  WHITNER, 
'  ComnCr.  of  Florida, 

Major  Allen  to  Col.  Whitner,  17th  August,  1854 : 

"  The  line  now  being  run,  being  in  a  state  of  considerable  f 
wardness,  the  Surveyors  approaching  the  junction  of  the  Flint  a 
Chattahoochee,  it  is  important  tliat  I  definitely  understand  you 
reference  to  running  tlie  Hue  from  Lake  Randolph,  (the  true  head, 
my  judgment,  of  the  SL  Marys  River,)  to  the 'junction  of 
FUnt  and  Chattahoochee  Riveis.  I  now,  as  heretofore,  insist  tl 
the  Lake  Randolph,  line  be  run,  after  completing  the  present  line/ 

"  I  am  instructed  by  his  Excellency  Gov.  Johnson  so  to  insist,  wh 
I  do  with  unhesitating  confidence  in  its  correctness*  I  have  not  s 
do  not  doubt  our  duty  in  ihe  premises,  under  the  interlocutory  or 
of  tl^  Supreme  Court  of  tlie  United  States,  but  if  any  reasona 
doubt  existed,  our  agreement  of  the  20th  June  fully  covers  the  poiu 
<S^c. 

Col.  Whitner  to  Major  Allen,  same  date : 

"  The  random  or  guide  line  Begun  on  the  14th  ult  will  not 
completed  to  the  junction  of  the  Fhnt  and  Chattahoochee  Rivers 
fore  the  23d  or  24th  inst. ; .  and  it  is  not  probable  that  a  correct  I 
can  be  run  and  marked  back  to  the  Eastern  terminus  sooner  tl 
between  the  1st  and  .  10th  October.  The  running  of  this  lin( 
simply  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Court,  in  consequence  of  < 
failure  to  agrcd  on  any  otlier  point  as  the  Eastern  terminus,  or  he 
of  St.  Mary's  River. 

"  You  say, '  I  now,  as  heretofore,  insist  that  the  Lake  Randol 
line  be  run,  after  completing  the  present  line.  I  am  instructed 
Gov.  Johnson  so  to  insist,'  ^c.  This  does  not  appear  in  our  p 
vious  correspondence,  and  is  too  important  a  matter  to  be.  left 
mere  conversational  discussions.  I  ask  the  favor,  therefore,  of  \ 
to  state  in  writing  the  grounds  upon  which  you  make  it,  and  of  y< 
construction  of  die  decretal  order  of  the  Court,  as  well  as  of  y< 
allusion  to  something  in  our  agreement  of  20th  of  June.  By  stati 
your  argument  in  this  way,  on  a  point  about  which  we  may  difl 
1  can  reply  also  in  writing,  without  referring  to  oral  discussions,  i 
the  views  of  hoth  parties  can  he  more  ftdly  understood  and  flpy 
cialed'* 

Major  Allen  to  Col.  Whitner,  19th  August,  1854  : 
"  When  you  proposed  the  running  of  the  present  line,  I  cheerfi 
assented,  not  doubting  that  you  would  likewise  unite  in  running 
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Lake  RandoI[^  line ;  and  it  was  only  afterwards  that  I  learned  that 
yoo  had  somewhat  determined  to  dissent.  I  thought  it,  therefore^ 
pradent,  as  I  stated  to  yon,  to  consult  Gov.  Johnson  on  the  point" 

"  You  desire  that  I  *  shall  state  in  writing  tlie  grounds/  &c.  Al» 
low  me  to  say  that  I  deem  discussion  unnecessary ;  the  point  is  a 
plain  <Mie.  The  second  item  of  ihe  *  order*  provides  for  the  running 
of  a  second  Hne,  in  case  we  do  not  find  the  point  alleged  to  have 
been  determined,  by  EUicott  and  Minor,  to  be  the  true  head  or 
source  of  St  Marys  River.  You  cannot  mistake  my  reference  to 
the  first  item  of  our  agreement  of  20th  June. 

"  Allow  me  to  repeat  my  request  for  a  definite  answer  on  the 
pomt" 

Col.  Whitner  to  Major  Allen,  26th  August,  1854 : 

"  I  have  all  along  supposed  that  in  running  the  line  upon  which 
we  are  now  engaged,  we  are  simply  performing  a  duty  imposed  upon 
08  by  the  Court,  and  that  on  that  point  there  was  no  dfiference  of 
opinion  between  us.*  I  certainly  proposed  it  in  my  note  of  14th  ult, 
on  that  ground  alone,  and  cannot  conceive  how  there  can  be  any 
mistake  as  to  my  position." 

"  The  Court  ordered  this  line  to  be  run  in  the  first  instance,  and 
if  the  Conrniissioners  found  its  Eastern  terminus  '  not  to  be  the  true 
head  or  source  of  St  Marys  River,'  then  *  to  run  and  mark  another 
fine  to  the  point  which  liiey  shall  ascertain  to  have  been,  at  the  date 
of  the  Treaty,  such  true  head  or  source.'  The  modification  of  this 
order,  made  by  the  Solicitors  in  the  cause,  provided  that  the  examina* 
fions  for  the  head  of  the  river  might  precede  the  running  of  any 
line,  in  order  that  there  need  be  but  one  line  run,  either  to  the  point 
they  shall  have  '  ascertained  and  determined'  to  be  the  true  head  and 
source,  or  to  the  point  said  to  have  been  determined  as  such  by  EUi- 
cott and  Minor.  Such  was  my  construction  of  the  powers  conferred 
and  duties  imposed  on  us,  fully  and  freely  expressed  to.you  in  our  con- 
versations, when  you  proposed  that  I  should  unite  in  running  another 
line,  just  before  the  random  line,  now  nearly  completed,  was  begun. 
And  as  you  failed  then  to  insert  in  any  of  your  notes,  the  proposi- 
tion you  now  make,  viz :  that  I  would  *  unite  in  running  the  Lake  Ran- 
dolph line,'  I  had  a  right  to  suppose  that  you  were  satisfied  that  mine 
was  the  correct  construction  of  our  powers  and  duties.  After  we 
left  the  Surveyors  on  the  19th  ult,  you  said  to  me,  as  we  rode  along, 
'  I  mast  insist,'  or  must  continue  to  insist, '  that  that  line  ought  also 
to  be  run,'  and  that  you  *  would  consult  Gov.  Johnson  on  the  sub- 
ject,' and  I  replied  by  re-stating  my  oW  views. 

*'  I  make  this  statement  in  onier  to  show  you  that  I  never  meant  to 
leave  you  in  any  doubt  as  to  my  opinion  of  our  duty,  and  that  you 
do  me  great  injustice,  and  are  yourself  wholly  mistaken  in  saying 
now,  'it  was  only  afterwards  that  I  learned  that  you  had  somewhat 
determined  to  dissent' 

**  In  your  notes  both  of  the  17th  and  18th  inst,  vou  say  :  *  I  liav« 
19  S 
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not  and  do  not  doubt  our  duty  in  the  premises,  under  the  iitteriocU' 
tory  order ;  the  point  is  a  plain  one/  dtc. ;  and  this  after  consalting 
wiUi  Gov.  Johnson.  Therefore  it  was  that  I  asked  you  to  state  the 
grounds  of  your  construction  of  this  order,  upon  which  you  pressed 
on  me  to  unite  in  running  this  line.  I  was  urged  to  an  immediate 
decision,  or  at  least  to  revise  a  former  decisipn,  and  I  still  think  I 
was  entitled  to  expect  you  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  you  rested 
yours,  particularly  after  you  had  consulted  Gov.  Johnson.  I  wished 
to  obtain  all  the  light  on  a  subject  that  seemed  to  you  so  plain,  in 
order  that  I  might  not  appear  to  decide  hastily  or  captiously,  but  in 
the  careful  exercise  of  my  best  judgment  In  a  nuitter  so  plain  and 
80  clear  to  you,  there  ought  to  be  no  hesitation  in  submitting  the 
grounds  on  which  you  rest  your  position,  to  be  fully  and  fairly  exam- 
ined. 

"  But  as  you  decline  to  do  this,  I  am  left  to  rest  on  my  own  un- 
aided judgment ;  and  that  teaches  me  that  there  is  no  line  authorized 
or  required  by  the  Court  to  be  run  between  any  other  points  than 
those  first  named  in  its  order,  unless  toe  find  the  Eastern  one  '  to  be 
not  at  the  head  or  source  of  St  Marys  River.*  And  now,  before  go- 
ing any  further,  let  me  remark  that  vje  have  not  even  decided  on 
that  You  have,  I  admit ;  but  /  have  neither  affirmed  nor  denied 
that  fact,  and  therefore  there  has  been  no  joint  decision  by  both,  that 
Ellicott  and  Minor  were  wrong.  I  have  never  gone  further,  even  in 
conversation,  than  to  say,  that  after  all  the  examinations  then  (oi 
vet)  made  by  us,  I  was  not  prepared  to  name  any  new  point  for  th€ 
IJQastem  terminus ;  but  as  you  intimated  that  you  were,  I  invited  yon 
to  submit  your  proposition  in  writing,  dec.  You  then  did  so,  and  1 
decided  against  it — ^in  other  words,  we  failed  to  agree  on  that  as  the 
true  head  or  source  of  St  Marys  River.  Thus  we  have  as  yet  nei- 
ther agreed  that  the  terminus  named  by  Ellicott  and  Minor  is  '  fia 
at  the  head  of  St  Marys  River,'  nor  have  tee  agreed  on  any  othei 
point  that  is,  and  to  which  it  is  our  duty  to  run  '  another  line.'  1 
can  find  no  authority,  either  in  the  original  or  modified  decretal  or 
der,  that  requires  or  would  justify  the  running  of  *  another  line'  U 
any  point  which  either  one  of  us,  separately,  might  be  inclined  tc 
favor.  And  if  there  were  no  graver  objection  to  assenting  to  youi 
present  request,  I  should  be  loth  to  incur  an  expense  of  several  tfiou 
sand  dollars  upon  a  work  which  I  do  not  see  to  be  clearly  within  1h( 
scope  of  my  official  duties. 

"  I  feel  the  more  relieved  in  coming  to'  this  decision,  because 
if  the  Court  intended  that  another  (or  more  than  one  line)  shall  Ix 
run,  at  the  suggestion  of  either  party,  it  will  be  easy  for  them  to  mak< 
the  order  clear  and  explicit  to  that  eflfect ;  for  it  now  turns  out,  as  ] 
surmised  when  we  began  .the  present  one,  that  there  is  barely  time  U 
finish  it,  and  to  make  our  returns,  <kc.,  within  the  period  limited  bj 
the  Court    My  decision,  therefore,  will  cause  no  delay,  that  we  an 


Digitized  by 


Google 


U1 

Teq[)oiiBible  for,  haidng  prosecuted  our  duties  assiduously,  at  the  risk 
H>f  health,  and  life  itself. 

"  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  allude  to  your  reference  to  our  agree- 
ment of  the  20th  June,  as  supplying  a  defect  in  the  order  of  Court 
The  *  surveys,  explorations,  examinations,'  dec,  there  spoken  of,  re- 
ferred, as  you  well  know,  to  our  search  for  the  head  of  St  Marys,  to 
precede  the  running  of  the  line ;  and  of  course  when,  in  the  last  clause 
of  that  agreement,  we  spoke  of '  proceeding  to  run  tlie  line,*  it  was 
in  the  singular  number.  Not  a  whisper  had  then  reached  me,  or  my 
son,  that  it  Was  contemplated,  on  your  part,  that  there  would  be  more 
Iban  one  line  to  be  run,  nor  indeed  until  our  further  examinationB 
were  about  to  be  suspended.  I  certainly  would  not  knowingly  have 
stultified  myself  by  such  a  departure  from  what  I  considered  die  plain 
directions  of  the  Court  as  to  running  the  line, 

I  regret  that  there  seems  a  necessity  for  making  this  letter  so  long, 
especially  as  my  health  is  far  from  being  good  ;  but  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  be  placed  in  a  position  that  I  have  not  voluntarily  assumed — 
one  that  I  have  striven  so  carefully  to  avoid, 

Maj.  Allen  to  Col.  Whitner,  29th  August,  1854 : 

'^  Yours  of  the  26th,  declining  to  co-operate  in  running  the  Lake 
Randolph  line,  was  handed  to  me  a  few  moments  since.  We  difier 
as  to  facts.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  how  you  could  fail  to  un- 
derstand me  aiU  the  while  as  insisting  on  the  point  under  considera* 
tion,  and  it  was  only  in  respect  to  your  dissent  that  I  consulted  Gov. 
Johnson,  believing  all  the  while  diat  on  further*  consideration  that 
you  would  unite  in  running  the  Lake  Randolph  line.  I  certainly  un« 
derstood  you  to  dissent,  but  not  in  a  form  to  be  final  and  conclusive. 
Sufficient  to  my  present  purpose  to  say,  that  we  difier  as  to  the  purport 
of  conversation  referred  to.  I  said  "  I  still  intist  that  that  line  ought 
also  to  be  run,  &e  ;"  also  as  to  any  inference  you  had  a  right  to  draw 
(when  the  matter  was  being  discussed  between  us,)  from  the  non-in- 
sertion of  a  proposition  of  this  line  in  my  notes.  Ldid  not  deem  it 
essential  then — if  any  proposition  was  necessary  of  a  duty  plainly 
pointed  out  in  the  decretal  order,  as  I  thought  then  and  think  now. 
And  especially  do  we  difier  in  reference  to  your  position  in  regard 
to  '^the  point  said  to  have  been  determined  by  Ellicott  and  Minor." 
I  understood  you  th^n  (and  acted  on  it,)  and  I  think  the  correspon* 
dence  fully  sustains  the  opinion,  that  you  held  that  the  point  had  been 
truly  determined  by  Ellicott  and  Minor.  I  understood  then,  and  I 
understand  now  our  agreement  of  20th  June,  to  apply  to  every  duty 
pertaining  to  this  commission.  I  very  ;iiuch  regret  to  be  compelled 
to  difier  with  the  entire  tone  and  tenor  of  your  note.  Notwithstajiding 
that  jou  will  not  unite  or  co-operate  in  running  the  Lake  Randolph 
line,  that  line  will  be  run  and  marked,  of  which  you  shall  have  no- 
tice." Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c.  * 
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Tallahassee^  December  8th,  1854. 
His  Excellency,  James  E.  Broome,  Governor  of  Florida. 

Sir: — I  herewith  submit  a  sammary  of  the  ezpenditares  incurred 
by  the  Commissioner  and  Surveyor,  named  by  the  State  of  Florida, 
to  act  jointly  with  those  named  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  while  exe- 
cuting the  duties  prescribed  by  an  interlocutory  order  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  cause  now  pending  for  settling  the 
boundary  line  between  the  two  States. 

When  met  to  commence  our  joint  labors,  the  commissioners  «v 
greed  that  all  expenditures  for  supplies  and  hand  hire,  while  operating 
together,  should  be  equally  divided  between  the  two  States.  This 
did  not  embrace  what  either  party  had  expended  or  niight  expend  in 
reaching  or  leaving  the  field  of  operations,  in  the  outfit  for  transpor- 
tation, camp  equipage,  &c.,  and  no  separate  account  was  taken  of 
the  supplies  that  either  party  had  on  hand. 

The  aggregate  on  the  part  of  Florida  is  8929.31,  including  a  wag- 
on yet  on  hand.  On  the  part  of  Georgia,  it  is  $2.(X17.  The  items 
of  this  expenditure  will  be  submitted  to  your  Excellency,  or  to  any 
person  authorized  to  audit  and  examine  the  same,  and  will  be  found 
on  a  scale  of  proper  ecopomy. 

In  regard  to  compensation  for  these  services,  it  was  merely  stipu- 
lated by  your  Excellency  that  Florida  would  allow  what  is  usual 
and  proper  in  such  cases. 

The  Florida  Surveyor  realized  for  his  services  last  winter  in  run- 
ning and  re-marking  the  boundary  between  Florida  and  Alabama^ 
about  seven  hundred  dollars  a  month,  clear  of  expenses,  from  the 
compensation  allowed  him  by  the  United  States.  And  the  Georgia 
Surveyor  has  been  paid  for  his  services  in  the  present  case,  the  sum 
of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars. 

The  Georgia  Commissioner  has  been  paid  for  his  services,  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars.  The  great  risk  and  exposure  inearred 
during  the  season  of  the  year  occupied  in  performing  our  duties,  were 
doubtless  considered  by  the  authorities  of  Georgia,  and  will  be  duly 
weighed  by  those  of  Florida,  in  fixing  our  compensation. 

Having  been  providentially  delayed  in  preparing  and  transmitting 
to  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  my  Report,  with  the  necessary  maps, 
field  notes,  dec,  by  the  Florida  Surveyor,  later  than  we  had  hoped, 
they  were  forwarded  on  in  charge  of  the  Attorney  General  of  this 
State,  without  taking  time  to  make  out  manuscript  copies.  They 
will,  however,  be  printed  under  the  rules  of  that  couit;  (probably 
the  originals  may  be  returned  to  this  State,)  and  I  must  ask  tbe  in- 
dulgence of  your  Excellency  until  a  printed  copy  is  received,  to 
show  the  exact  bearings  of  our  investigations  upon  the  rights  involved 
in  this  boundary  question. 

I  have  previously  reported  to  your  Excellency  my  reasons  for  de- 
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elining  to  acce<lo  to  the  views  of  the  Governor  of  Georgia  hi  relation 
to  my  duties  as  Commissioner,  even  at  the  hazard  of  his  making  It 
a  ground  for  ordering  the  Commissioner  and  Surveyor  named  by 
that  State,  to  wi:iidraw  from  further  fulfilling  their  duties  under  the 
order  of  the  Court.  I  will  add  here  an  extract  of  my  letter  to  Maj. 
Allen,  in  reply  to  his,  informing  me  tha^  such  order  had  been  received, 
and  close  by  stating  that  the  corrected  line  was  stopped  on  the  29th 
September,  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  Georgia  Surveyor. 
I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  F.  WHITNER, 
Commissioner  on  Boundary  Survey, 


BXTRACT. 

B.  F.  WniTNKK,  Comm'r.,  <Scc.,  to  A.  A.  Allen,  Comm'r. 

Bjsl  Air,  25th  Sept,  1854. 

"  Dear  Sir  : — It  is  to  me  a  matter  of  surprise  and  deep  regret  to 
learn  that  Gov.  Johnson  has  interfered  itt  this  stage  of  our  proceed- 
ings to  direct  you  and  the  Surveyor  chosen  by  Georgia  to  suspend 
farther  co-operation  in  running  the  line  which  we  concurred,  on  the 
14th  of  July;  it  was  our  duty  to  run,  and  which  is  now  nearly  com- 
pleted."— "  Had  you  iJien  withheld  your  concurrence,  or  qualified  it 
by  a  stipulation  that  I  should  agree  to  run  the  Lake  Randolph  line 
also,  I  could  not  have  complairacd  of  the  course  now  proposed. — 
Had  you  taken  the  position  that  there  was  no  line  at  all  to  be  run, 
unless  from  a  point  jointly  agreed  on  by  us  as  the  head  of  St.  Ma- 
ry's, and  I  could  not  have  convinced  you  that  the  Court  required 
the  present  line  to  be  run,  whether  we  concurred  with  Ellicott  and 
Mioor  or  not,  of  coarse  our  work  would  have  stopped  there,  and  no 
line  could  have  been  begun  as  a  joint  line." — "  I  had  no  doubt  that 
yoa  were  fully  competent  to  decide  for  yourself  whether  it  became 
yoor  doty  to  unite  in  running  this  line ;  and  having  decided  that  it 
did,  every  consideration  of  good  faith  now  requites  that  it  should  be 
completed.  Upwards  of  two  mouths  have  been  devoted  to  it,  and 
'  three  fourths  of  the  work  is  done. 

"It  was  agreed  that  but  one  compass  should  be  used,  one  mea- 
sorement  be  made,  one  set  of  chain  bearers  and  laborers  employed,, 
and  all  at  joint  expense.  The  Florida  Surveyor,  by  express  agree- 
meat  with  his  coadjutor,  conducted  the  most  laborious  and  responsi- 
ble part  of  the  work,  viz :  Calculating  the  course  by  which  the  ran- 
dom line  was  to  be  run  on  the  arc  of  a  great  circle,  managing  the 
compass  in  taking  courses  and  adjusting  the  magnetic  and  diurnal 
▼ariations  of  the  needle,  and  in  calculating  all  triangulationsand  ofiT- 
■ets,  which  have  been  performed  by  him  personally  without  respite 
under  the  most  trying  weather,  and  with  the  mo%t  gratifying  results 
••  to  accuracy.     Yot  now,  without  a  word  of  complaint  or  hint  at 
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niiy  dissatisfaction  as  to  the  execution  of  the  work,  it  is  proposed 
abruptly,  and  as  I  think  arbitrarily,  to  prevent  ita  being  finished,  bjf 
order  of  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  unless  I  consent  beforehand  to 
unite  in  running  another  line;  asking  of  me,  by  such  'express  am- 
sent,*  to  cure  an  admitted  defect  in  the  order  of  Court,  by  embracing 
a  wdrk  which  it  has  neither  authorized  nor  enjoined.  Of  course 
Governor  Johnson  has  the  power  to  do  this  by  withholding  snppliec 
to  carry  on  the  work,  and  refusing  to  remunerate  for  further  services 
But  I  do  hope  and  trust  that  on  receipt  of  Governor  Broome's  replj 
.  and  earnest  appeal  to  revise  his  conclusions,  that  he  will  withdraw 
his  recent  order  and  suffer  the  work  to  be  closed,  and  that  you  will 
use  your  influence  with  him  to  promote  so  desirable  a  result. 

"  As  some  days  will  expire  before  his  final  determination  is  known 
the  Surveyors  ca^i  employ  the  time  in  comparing  their  field  books, 
notes,  calculations,  &c.,  which  would  have  to  be  done  at  the  end  of 
the  line,  and  must  be  done  up  to  the  point  they  have  reached,  shook 
it  unfortunately  turn  out  that  their  joint  labors  are  to  be  arrestee 
there. 

*'  I  shall  fulfil  the  agreement  to  defray  half  the  expenses  of  sup< 
plies,  hand  hire,  &;c.,  while  operating  together,  but  I  do  so  protestio^ 
that  Georgia  should  be  held  responsible  for  the  whole  if  this  work  if 
left  unfinished  by  the  interference  of  the  Executive,  as  well  as  foi 
the  extra  expense  to  be  incurred,  should  the  Court  order  it  to  be  re- 
Bumed  and  finished. 

''  With  t^s  line  and  our  further  examinations  completed,  (whicl 
Mill  consume  all  the  time  that  remains  to  us,)  the  Court  will  be  far 
ni.^ihed  with  a  line  ready  to  be  affirmed,  should  they  decide  that  tbc 
terminus  was  established  by  ElJicott  and  Minor  in  conformity  witl 
the  treaty,  and  so  obviate  further  delay,  and  the  expense  and  neces 
sity  of  other  lines.  If  they  decide  that  Ellicott  and  Minor  have  no 
done  this,  and  that  the  eastern  terminus  is  still  an  open  question, 
then  with  the  result  of  our  examinations,  dec.  before  them,  they  can 
order  and  specify  what  other  line  or  lines  shall  be  run.  'J'his  order 
of  proceeding  appears  so  manifestly  to  the  interest  of  all  parties,  thai 
I  must  hope  it  will  be  adopted. 

"  With  great  res{>ect,  &;c.,  &c." 

A  summary  of  Expenditures"  of  the  Commissioner  and  Surteyoi 
named  in  behalf  of  Florida,  under  the  Order  of  the  Supreme  Cown 
of  the  United  States,  made  in  the  cause  now  pending  for  the  setde 
ment  of  the  Boundary  hetrceen  the  States  of  Florida  and  Georgia 
incurred  between  the  I5th  June  and  2dth  September,  1854. 
Amount  paid  for  separate  expenses  and  supplies,  -  8120  5S 
Amount  of  separate  hires  of  hands,  team  and  other  outfit 

for  the  transportation,  .....  305  1( 

$425  ei 
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(From  which  will  be  dedaeted  the  nett  proceeds  of  a  wagon,  whea 
•old.) 
Half  of  joint  camp  expenses,  adjusted  with  Georgia  Com- 

roisioner,  30th  August,  1854,        ....         9148  e& 
Half  of  the  same  adjusted  29th  September,  1854,       -  64  50 

Half  of  hand  hire  while  acting  jointly  on  the  survey,  &c.,        • 

as  adjusted  29  September,  1854,  ...  291  57 

i» 
$929  31 
14th  June,  1854.— Received  of  Gov.  Broome,      $300  00 
23d  August,  "  "    ,    "     "  "  400  00 

3l8t  Oct.,    . "  "        "    "         *'  200. 00—900  00 


Balance  over  ...  $29  31 


[G.] 

ExECUTivB  Chamber,  > 

Tallahassee,  July  8th,  1854.  ) 
Bb2«jakan  F.  Whitnkr,  jr.,  Esq., 
Barher^s  P.  O.,  Columbia  Co.,  Florida. 

Sis  : — ^Under  the  first  Section  of  An  act  approved  December 
24th,  1850,  entitled  "  An  act  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  States  of  Georgia  and  Florida,''  I  fuel  authorized  to  say 
to  you  that  such  compensation  as  Is  reasonable  and  even  liberal, 
will  be  paid  you  for  your  services  as  a  Surveyor,  under  the  interloc- 
utory order  of  the  Supreme  Court  authorizing  the  States  of  Georgia 
and  Florida  each  to  name  a  Commissioner  and  Surveyor  to  run  cer- 
tain lines  therein  authorized,  with  a  view  to  the  final  decision  of  the 
question  of  boundary  between  the  two  States.  Your  services  are 
particularly  desirable  at  this  time,  and  knowing  as  I  do  the  delays 
likely  to  occur  from  the  action  of  a  joint  Commission,  I  am  wil- 
ling that  the  compensation,  shall  be  regulated  in  reference  to  the 
per  dtem  or  the  ^aily  earnings  which  you  made  while  running  the 
fine  between  this  State  and  Alabama.  Hoping  that  nothing  wiU 
occur  to  prevent  yon  from  pursuing  the  work  to  its  completion, 
I  remain,  yours  very  truly,  • 

JAMES  E.  BROOME, 
Governor  of  Florida. 


Which  was  read,  and  75  copies  of  the  message  and  accompany -r 
ing  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion, .the  rule  was  gwaived  to  allow  Mr.  Eppes,  from  the 
Conmittee  on  Revision  of  the  Constitution,  to  make  the  following 
rspert: 
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A  majority  of  tbe  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Constitation,  ta 
whom  was  referred  Ad  act  of  the  sixth  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Florida,  entitled  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  Fourteenth 
and  Twenty-Third  Clauses  of  the  Third  Article,  and  the  Thirteentii 
and  Sixteenth  Clauses  of  the  Fifth  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  thii 
Stat^,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

IThe  amendments  proposed  by  said  act,  for  giving  the  election  of 
Secretary  of  State,  State  Treasurer,  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts, 
Clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Chancery,  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Coort 
and  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Florida  to  the  people,  recom' 
mend  themselves  with  peculiar  force  to  a  nmjority  of  said  Commitee 
as  wise,  proper  and  just ;  \vise  as  giving  to  the  people  the  seloctioa 
of  their  own  odicers,  proper  and  just  as  resolving  upon  its  own  pro* 
per  basis  the  election  ot  officers  principally  political  in  their  charac- 
ter, and  they  therefore  recommend  their  adoption. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  J.  EPPES, 
Chairman  Com.  Revision  Constitution. 

Which  was  read  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  th« 
Day. 

Mr.  Wynn  made  the  following  minority  report: 

A  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Constitution,  ask 
leave  to 

REPORT: 

They  consider  that  it  is  impossible  that  the  people  who  are  scat- 
tered over  so  large  a  region  of  country,  as  the  State  of  Florida,  can 
make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  qualifications  of  persons  for 
Offices  which,  although  of  the  greatest  importance  in  themselves, 
are  not  of  sufficient  honor  or  profit  to  justify  a  canvass  of  the  State. 

The  minority  would  olSo  state  that  the  graver  objection  they  woold 
ui^e  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  is,  that  it  proposes  to  alter  the  Cod- 
stitution  of  the  State,  an  article  which  Xhey  regard  of  too  sacred  a 
nature  to  be  altered,  or  amended,  except  to  correct  grievances  of  se- 
Hous  importance. 

W.  B.  WYNN, 
W.  L.  CRIGLAR. 

Which  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  when  the  following  bills  were  iu' 
troduced ; 

By  Mr.  Brinson,  without  previous  notice : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  practice  of  mediciner 
and  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  Medical.  Board  in  this 
State. 

By  Mr.  Provence>  according  to  previous  notice : 
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A  bill  to  be  entitlod  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  D.  Hovrse  of  Ma^ 
fidn  County  to  assume  the  management  of  his  estate ; 

Which  bills  were  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Ad  act  of  the  Sixth  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Florida^ 
to  alter  and  amend  the  fourteenth  and  twenty-third  clauses  of  the 
third  article,  and  the  thirteenth  and  sixteenth  clauses  of  the  fifth  arti«> 
cle  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State ;  « 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  as  on  its  first  reading,  and 
ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine> 
and  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  Medical  Board  in  this  State  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  oU  to- 
ttiorrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  D.  Howse  of  Ma- 
rion County,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  o^  estate ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  till  10  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 


THURSDAY,  December  21,  1854 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  following  Bills,  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  were  transmit- 
ted to  the  House  of  Representativs,  viz : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  empower  Charles  H.  Longworth, 
of  Gadsden  County,  to  manage  his  own  estate ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Har- 
bor and  Bay  of  Apalachicola ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  Circuit 
Court  of  Calhoun  County ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses,  approved  January  8th, 
1848; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  incoporating 
the  city  of  St  Augustine,  approved  4di  February,  1833,  with  en- 
closed amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholson,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  in- 
corporate the  Lagoon  and  Perdido  Canal  Company,  was  taken  from 
the  table,  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Hopkins  introduced  a  Bill  to  be 
entitled  An  Act  to  abolish  the  office  of  State  Engineer  and  Geolo- 
gist; 

20  S 
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Which  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Criglar  permitted,  with- 
out previous  notice,  to  introduce  a  Bill  in  relation  to  the  institution  of 
suits  before  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Santa  Rosa  County ; 

Which  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Brinson,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Internal  Improvements^  made 
the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvement,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  remove  the  Obstructions  to  the  Navi^ 
gation  of  the  Suwannee  River,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  ikey  consider  the  object  designed  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
bill  referrea  to  them,  as  eminently  entitled  to  receive  the  favorable 
action  of  tlie  General  Assembly.  The  Suwannee  River,  it  is  well 
known,  takes  its  rise  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  pursues  its  course 
across  our  State,  until  it  disembogues  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  at  or 
near  Cedar  Key.  From  its  junction  with  the  Withlacoochee,  and 
indeed  from  a  point  far  above  to  its  mouth,  it  affords  a  supply  of  wa- 
ter which,  but  for  the  obstructions  in  its  bed,  proposed  to  be  remo- 
ved by  the  bill  under  consideration,  would  enable  steamers  of  ordi- 
nary size  to  ascend  it  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  More  than  one  en- 
terprise has  been  set  on  foot  to  establish  a  regular  steam  communi- 
cation between  Columbus,  a  place  immediately  opposite  the  point  of 
confluence  of  the  Suwannee  and  Withlacoochee,  and  Cedar  Key,  but 
it  has  been  found  that  In  seasons  of  low  water  the  obstructions  exist- 
ing below  Columbus,  were  of  a  character  to  interrupt  the  navigation 
of  the  River,  and  hence  all  such  enterprises  have  failed. 

Tour  Committee  believe  that  sound  State  policy,  as  well  as  a  due 
regard  for  the  interest  and  convenience  of  the  people  residing  in  the 
Counties  bordering  on  the  Suwannee,  dictates  that  some  feasible 
plan  should  be  adopted  to  remove  all  obstructions  to  the  navigation 
of  the  river.  The  experience  of  modem  times  clearly  proves,  Uiatas 
facilities  are  offered  to  enable  a  people  to  reach  a  market,  their  en- 
terprise is  stimulated,  and  in  proportion  as  these  facilities  are  increa- 
sed, are  the  resources  of  the  country  they  inhabit  developed ;  and  so 
thoroughly  are  the  minds  of  men  convinced  of  this  troth,  that  we 
find  efforts  constantly  being  made  to  extend  raiboads  in  every  direc- 
tion where  nature  has  not  supplied  her  waters  to  bear  off  the  fruits 
ef  the  labor  of  man. 

Your  Committee,  impressed  with  these  truths,  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Counties  of  Columbia,  Hamilton  and  Madison  in  thia 
State,  containing  a  lai^e  population  and  possessed  of  a  rich  and  fer- 
tile soil,  and  deeply  concerned  in  the  question  involved  in  this  bill, 
esteem  it  a  propitious  occasion  for  the  Legislature  to  adopt  some 
provisions  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Su- 
wannee. They  believe  that  such  a  measure  would  tend  greatly  to 
increase  the  population  of  the  Counties  referred  to.     It  would  stim- 
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ulftte  dieir  enterprise,  advance  their  interest,  increase  their  wealth  an4 
I)romote  their  happiness,  whilst  the  results  to  the  State  generally 
would  be  beneficial  in  increasing  her  commerce  and  exciting  a  spirit 
of  emulation  in  other  sections,  producing  like  benefits.  It  may  not 
be  improper  for  your  Committee  to  remark,  that  the  bill  does  not  de- 
sign to  wididraw  from  the  treasury  any  money  to  be  applied  to  the 
oQect  proposed.  A  more  legitimate  fund  exists  for  all  purposes  of 
this  character,  and  jour  Committee  believe  that  the  Swamp  and 
Orerflowed  Lands,  which  were  granted  for  purposes  of  Internal  Im- 
provement, could  not  be  more  beneficially  applied  than  to  carry  out 
the  object  of  the  bill  under  consideration. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

WILUAM  A,  BRINSON,  ChairmarL 
Which  was  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day* 
Mr.  Long  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  made  the  follow- 
ing report : 

Tlie  Jadieiary  Committee,  who  were  instructed  to  enquire  and 
report  upon  the  expediency  ot  allowing  appeals  to  the  Circuit  Courts 
of  orders  and  decisions  of  the  Boards  of  County  Commissioners  in 
the  several  Counties  of  this  State,  having  considered  the  subject, 
unanimously  instruct  the  undersigned  to  report  the  following  bill 
providing  for  such  appeals. 
The  Committee  recommend  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
Respectfally  sabmitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Com. 
Which  was  read  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 
Also  the  foUowittg : 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  '*  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  authorize  and  empower  Andrew  J.  Lea,  Admin- 
istrator,  to  sell  certain  real  estate  therein  specified,"  having  consid^ 
ered  the  same,  instruct  the  undersigned  to  recommend  that  said  bill 
do  not  pass. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Courts  are  open  to  grant 
the  remedy  hereby  contemplated.  If  the  law  at  present  confers  ju- 
risdiction on  Courts  of  Probate  to  render  decrees  for  the  sale  of  real 
estate  of  deceased  persons,  then  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  the 
passage  of  this  act,  and  if  Courts  of  Probate  have  no  such  jurisdic- 
tion under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  State,  then  the  Com- 
mittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Constitution  confers  no  power  on  the 
Legislature  to  vest  in  a  Judge  of  Probate  any  part  of  the  Judicial 
power  of  this  State.  The  Constitution  expressly  vests  all  the  Judi- 
cial power  in  this  State  in  the  Supreme,  Circuit,  and  Chancery 
Courts,  and  in  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  as  the  object  of  the  bill 
can  certainly  be  obtained  by  an  application  to  the  Circuit  Court, 
there  appears  no  reason  sufliicient  to  urge  the  exercise  of  a  power  so 
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doubtful  as  this  must  be  admitted  to  be  when  the  Constitution  is  ta- 
ken into  consideration. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Com. 
Which  was  read  and  the  bill  placed  atroog  the  orders  of  the  daj. 
Also  the  following : 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  enti- 
tled An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensating  the  several  Solici- 
tor or  prosceuting  attorneys  of  this  State,  having  had  the  same  un- 
der consideration,  unanimously  instruct  the  undersigned  to  recom- 
mend its  passage,  with  the  subjoined  amendments. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Committee. 
Amendments  recommended  by  the  committee : 
L  Amend  the  title  of  the  bill  by  adding  the  words,  "  and  for  oth 
cr  purposes;" 

2.  Amend  the  second  section  by  filling  the  blank  therein,  wit] 
the  words  "  eight  hundred  dollars ;" 

3.  Amend  by  adding  the  following : 

Section  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  fines  and  forfeitnres 
collected  in  criminal  cases  below  the  grade  of  felonies,  shall,  whei 
collected,  be  paid  into  the  County  Treasurys  instead  of  the  Stat 
Treasury. 

Which  was  read  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  daj 

Mr.  Hopkins,  from  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances 
made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  have  had  nnde 
consideration  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jame 
Landrum,  Solicitorof  the  Western  Circuit  of  the  State  of  Florida,  an( 
beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  although  the  bill  of  the  Solicitor  is  correct  as  to  the  nom 
ber  of  cases  reported  on  the  criminal  docket  at  the  fall  term  of  tb 
Circuit  Court,  for  Calhoun  County,  yet  it  is  extremely  doubtful  ii 
the  minds  of  your  Committee  whether  Solicitor  Landrum  wou^dhav 
succeeded  in  prosecuting  all  of  these  cases  to  conviction.  There 
fore  your  Committee  have  agreed  to  allow  to  the  Solicitor  the  snu 
of  seventy-five  dollars  for  such  services  as  he  has  rendered,  and  con 
ceive  the  amount  fully  adequate  to  the  labor. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  HOPKINS, 

Chairman. 
Which  was  read  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  da,^ 
Mr.  Filor,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  the  (6 
lowing  report : 
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The  Committeo  on  Engrossed  Bills  beg  leave  respectfully  to  re- 
port the  following  Bill  and  Resolutions  as  correctly  Engrossed ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  white  persons  from  gaming 
with  negroes  or  other  persons  of  color ; 

Resolution  in  relation  to  a  Mail  Route  from  Tallahassee  by  the 
way  of  Sopchoppy  in  Wakulla  County,  to  White  Bluffer  Pickett's 
Vilie  at  the  mouth  of  Crooked  River  in  the  Apalachicola  Bay ; 

Resolution  in  rela^on  to  the  improvement  of  St  John's  Bar  and 
the  preservation  of  the  site  of  St  John's  Light  House. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR, 

Chairman, 

Which  was  read  and  the  Bills  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

On  motion^  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Eppes  permitted  to  in- 
troduce, without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
and  revive  the  several  acts  in  reference  to  establishing  the  records  of 
the  Counties  of  Gadsden  and  Jackson  ; 

Which  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Volu- 
sia; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  permanently  locate  the  Court 
House  of  Hernando  County  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Oliver  H.  Heam  to  build 
a  Toll  Bridge  across  the  Ocilla  River ; 

Was  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time,  and 
upon  Uie  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppcs, 
FQor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence, 
Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

A  hill  to  bo  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the  performance  of  tlie  du- 
ties of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  to  change  the  time  and  places  for 
holding  the  terms  thereof; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Cone  permitted  to  intro- 
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duce,  without  previous  notice,  a  bill  in  relation  to  tlie  Election  Pre- 
•cincts  in  Columbia  County ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
and  third  times,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Crighir,  Eppes, 
Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence, 
Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

A  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Lagoon  and  Per- 
dido  Canal  Company ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading.. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  said  Bill — Mr.  Tracy  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  through 
their  Chairman,  reported  the  Bill  back,  with  amendments  and  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  and 
recommended  that  the  bill,  as  amended,  be  passed ; 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

The  Bill  as  amended  was  then  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

House  Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Town  of  Quincy ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

An  Act  of  the  Sixth  General  Assembly,  to  alter  and  amend  the 
fourteenth  and  twenty-third  Clauses  of  the  third  Article,  and  the 
thirteenth  and  sixteenth  Clauses  of  the  fifth  Article  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  State ; 

Was  read  three  times  as  on  its  second  reading,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the  Practice  of  Medicine, 
and  to  provide  for  tlie  establishment  of  a  Medical  Board  in  this 
State; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brinson,  waa 
laid  on  the  table. 

A  Bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  State  Engineer  and  Geologist ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  tlie  institution  of  suit^ 
Ijefore  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Santa  Rosa  County ; 

Was  read  tlie  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to 
jnorrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Suwannee  River ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  atbirc 
iTeading  on  to-morrow^ 
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A  Bill  to  be  entided.  An  Act  granting  the  right  of  Appeal  from' 
the  decision  of  County  Commissioners ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samael  D.  House  of  Ma- 
rion Conntj,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  and  empower  Andrew 
J.  Lea,  administrator,  to  sell  certain  real  estate  therein  specified  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brinson,  Hawes  and  Mjrick — 3. 

Najs — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Filer, 
Gillis,  Hopkins,  Long,  Nicholson.  Provence,  Smith,  Tracj  and 
Wjnn— 14. 

So  said  bill  was  lost 

Ordered  that  the  be  same  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensating 
tbe  several  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  when  on  motion  of  Mr.  Long  it  was- 
laid  upon  tbe  table  for  the  present 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  J.  M.  Landrum  was  read  the  second  time,, 
the  amendments  of  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,* 
to  whom  said  bill  had  been  referred,  were  concurred  in,  and  the* 
bQl  as  amended  read  again  the  second  time  when  on  motion,  the  rule- 
vas  waived,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  by  its  title,  and  upon  the 
qoestion  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Burd,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,. 
FHor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  My  rick,  Nicholson,  Smithy  Tracy 
and  Wynn— 16. 

Nays — Mr.  Provence — 1. 

So- the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to*  the  House  of  Representa-- 
tives. 

Engrossed  btll<  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  white  persons^ 
fiom  gaming  with  Negroes  or  odier  persons  of  color ;. 

Was  read  the  ^ird  tune,  and  upon  the*  question  of  its  passage,  the- 
vote  was : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Filer,. 
GiUis,-  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson>  Smith,  Tracy 
and  Wynn — 16. 

Nays — Mr.  Brinson — 1. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  tiie  House  of  Repre<^nta' 
tives. 
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An  Engrossed  Resolution  in  relation  to  the  Improvement  of  S 
John's  Bar  and  the  preservation  of  the  site  of  St  John's  Lig 
House ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  he  certified  to  the  Elonse  of  Representative 
An  Engrossed  Resolution  in  relation  to  a  mail  route  from  Tallaha 
see  via  Sopchoppy,  in  Wakulla  County,  to  White  Bluflf  or  Pickett 
ville  at  the  mouth  of  Crooked  River,  on  the  Apalachicola  Bay ; 
Was  read  the  third  time  and  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  bo  certified  to  the  House  of  Representative 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  and  revive  the  several  Ac 
in  reference  to  re-establishing  the  recoids  of  the  Counties  of  Gad 
den  and  Jackson ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  ( 
to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  the  following  message  w 
taken  from  the  table : 

House  of  Representatives,  ) 
December  20,  1854.         ] 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sis  : — The  followihg  Bills  and  Resolutions  have  passed  the  Hotis 
viz: 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  tl 
Counties  of  Putnam  and  Marion  ; 
I  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  C.  A  Hent 

I  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  enforce  the  laws  against  tl 

t  violation  of  the  Sabbath  Day  in  Monroe  County  ; 

!  A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  R-  Ha 

!  ward  and  others ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  William  A.  Gainer 
build  a  Toll  Bridge  across  Bear  Creek  ; 

Resolutions  authorizing  the  Governor  to  turn  over  sixty  muske 

and  accoutrements  to  the  Florida  Independent  Blues  and  others ; 

Resolution  asking  that  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  Entry ;  and 

Resolution  relative  to  extra  compensation  to  the  Clerk  in  the  < 

fice  of  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts. 

The  House  has  ordered  the  printing  of  75  copies  of  a  stateme 
of  the  Comptroller  of  the  amount  of  State  Script  issued  under  t 
Act  of  January  7th,  1853. 

Very  Respectfully, 
I  HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 

■  -w  Clerk  Ho.  Reps. 

Which  was  read. 

The  House  Bills  and  Resolutions  placed  among  the  orders  of  t 
day,  and  the  Senate  bills  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  aothorize  William  A.  Gaii 
to  build  a  Toll  Bridge  across  Bear  Creek ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


161 

Wa6  read  tbe  first  time,  mle  waived,  read  the  seeond  and  tUrd 
limefl,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Filor,  Gillis, 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Mjrick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith,  Tracj 
tod  Wynn— 15. 

Najs — None* 

So  the  bill  passed — ^titled  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Haj* 
ward  and  others ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  oa 
to*morrow. 

House  resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  torn  over  sixty 
moskets  and  accoutrements  to  the  Florida  Independent  Blues,  and 
others; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to 
morrow. 

House  resolution  asking  Ihat  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  Entry ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Provence,  from  a  Spe- 
cial Committee,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  following  Peti- 
tion, viz: 

To  the  HonorahU  Senate  and  House  of  Repreieniatioes 

of  the  Stale  of  Florida  : 

The  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Key  West,  beg 
leave  to  respectfull v  represent  to  your  honorable  bodies,  that  from  the 
first  building  up  of  this  City,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  all  those  owning 
what  was  called  Water  Lots,  to  make  use  of  the  Water  Privilege  in 
fiiont  to  build  piers,  bulkheads  and  wharves,  and  in  doing  this  have 
made  use  of  the  fronts  of  the  ends  of  those  streets  which  abut  on 
^  water,  throughout  the  most  densely  built  part  of  the  City.  Now 
this  water  right,  it  would  appear,  belonged  or  belongs  to  the  Sover- 
eign, for  the  time  being,  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  before  the  purchase 
of  Florida,  and  after  £at  purchase,  during  its  Territorial  period,  to 
the  United  States,  but  now  to  the  Stale  of  Florida. 

From  the  practice  pursued  in  other  cities  under  the  same  circum- 
stances, we,  as  conservators  of  the  rights  of  the  City,  have  no  ob- 
jection to  nmke  to  the  propriety  of  the  owners  of  water  lots,  making 
use  of  the  Water  Right  in  front  of  such  of  them  as  reaUy  front  on 
deep  and  navigable  water;  but,  as  such  conservators,  we  claim  the 
same  ri^t  of  Water  Privilege  for  the  benefit  of  this  City,  to  the  front 
of  the  ends  of  all  streets,  which  likewise  abut  on  deep  and  navi 
gable  water,  for  those  streets  belonging  to  the  City,  as  long  as  they 
21  S 
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lire  used  as  thoroughfares,  in  a  like  manner  as  the  water  lots  beIoii| 
to  their  several  owners. 

Now,  for  these  reasons,  it  is  the  prayer  of  this  Board,  that  yon 
honorable  bo(£es  do  confirm  this  Water  Privilege  of  building,  uainf 
and  selling  the  piers,  bulkheads  and  wharves  which  are  bu3t,  or  maj 
be  built,  in  the  front  of  the  end  of  any  street  in  this  City,  where  sucl 
pier,  bulkhead  or  wharf  runs  out  to  deep  water,  at  right  angles  U 
the  original  water  boundary  of  such  street,  or  end  of  street. 

And  inasmuch  as  the  said  Water  Right  is  not  now  occupied  ox 
either  side  of  Hie  foot  or  westerhr  end  of  Green  street,  nor  wiD  tlw 
granting  by  your  honorable  bodies  of  fifty  feet  of  said  Water  Right 
on  each  side  of  the  end  of  said  street,  interfere  with  any  private 
light ;  therefore,  this.  Board  respectfully  prays  that  your  nonorabK 
bodies  will  give  in  addition  to  this  City,  the  said  fifty  feet  of  Watei 
Bight  on  each  side  of  such  street  to  the  channel  of  the  harbor,  foi 
the  purpose  of  building  a  City  wharf. 

It  is  held  by  some  Aat  this  Right  now  exists  m  the  seTeral  indi 
▼iduals,  and'in  the  city  ;  but  believing,  as  this  Board  does,  that  thi 
Water  Right  is  really  in  the  State,  we  pray  that  it  may  be  confirmed 
as  above  to  the  City,  that  it  may  save  contest  at  law  mat  would  nat 
vr^ally  lessen  the  vaJne  of  the  Right  to  all.  To  this  City  the  Right 
prayed  for  Would  be  of  v^ue  to  tease  «•  sell,  and  the  fund  therebj 
acquired  is  here  much  needed  for  schools  and  other  purpoees,  tfaa!l 
"are  now  poorly  supported. 

Our  prayer  remains  that  this  miiy  receive  a  fa;vorable  oansidera- 
tion  from  yorar  honorable  bodies^ 

JOHN  W.  PORTER, 
Mayor  City  Key  West,  em  b^ialf  ©f  City  Ccmncfl. 

Key  Wbst,  November  27,  1854. 

Have  had  the  same  under  con^idenition,.  and  through  me,  tfa^  Chair- 
man, reiq^kectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  petition  admits  "  the  Water  Rights'*  at  Key  West  we  the 
property  of  the  State  of  Florida — ^therefore  the  Mayor,  in  behalf  oi 
the  Cotincil,  asks  that  these  Water  Rights  may  be  confirmed  and 
granted  to  the  said  City  ;  that  there  be,  also,  granted  to  tiie  aforesaid 
City  the  right  of  using  and  selling  the  piers,  bulkheads  and  wharvei 
which  now  exist,  or  may  hereafter  be  built,  in  front  of  the  end  oi 
any  street ;  and  finally,  the  petition  asks  the  privilege  of  constructing 
a  wharf  at  the  westerly  end  of  Green  street,  and  a  gift  of  fifty  feet  on 
each  side  of  the  end  of  said  street. 

Your  Committee  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  4e  State  is  the 
proprietor  of  the  Wafer  Tlights  and  Privileges,  from  high  tide  on  dN 
coast  to  the  drstance  of  one  marine  league  seaward,  and  therefors 
private  persons  ought  not  to  use  this  State  property  so  as  to  abridge 
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die  privileges  of  any  citizen,  or  to  kurt  the  Commerce  of  the  Port  of 
Key  West 

Your  Committee  wotdd,  with  pleasure,  recommend  that  the  request 
in  the  foregoing  petition  be  granted,  were  it  not  that  the  strongest 
assurances  have  been  given  to  this  Committee,  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  Key  West  are  unwilling  to  accept  such  a  grant  from  this 
State. 

Your  Committee  had  before  them  Mr.  Fiior,  the  Senator  from 
Monroe,  and  he  most  solemnly  assured  them  that  his  belief  was,  that 
a  majority  of  his  constituents  did  not  want  or  request  any  such  grant 
or  gijft  from  the  State  as  the  petition  prayed  for ;  also  Mr.  Jones,  the 
Representative  from  Key  West,  confirm^  the  statement  of  Mr.  Filor 
in  every  particular. 

Your  Committee  are  fully  sensible  of  the  fact,  that  it  is  a  most 
imusiiai  and  rare  circumstance  that  either  an  individual  or  Corpora- 
lion  should  be  unwilling  to  accept  a  conveyance  of  important  and 
valuable  franchises,  yet  your  Committee  are  assured  that  the  people 
of  Key  West  present  one  of  those  rare  instances.  Therefore  they 
have  thought  proper  to  allude,  as  above,  to  the  statements  of  Messrs. 
Filor  and  Jones,  tending  to  the  position  that,  in  this  matter  and  in 
this  instance.  Key  West  ndther  wishes  nor  will  take  anything. 

In  view  of  the  premises,  your  Committee  unanimously  reeonmiend 
tiiat  die  aforesaid  petition  be  not  granted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  PROVENCE, 
Chairman. 
Whicli  was  rend,  an4  the  report  of  the  Committee  concurred  in. 
Mr.  FBor  gave  notice  that  he  should  probably,  on  some  future  day, 
make  a  minority  report ; 
Which  was  agreed  to. 

Oq  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Wynn  from  the  Com- 
imttee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  made  the  iUlowing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  petition  from  the  County  Commissioners  of  Wakulla  County,  pray- 
ing that  power  be  granted  them  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  citizens  of  said 
County  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Court  House  in  said  County, 
have  heui  the  same  under  consideration  and 

REPORT; 

That  they  have  made  inquiries  from  all  available  sources,  and  hav- 
ing ascertained  that  the  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  would 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Wakulla 
County,  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  bill. 

W.  B.  WYNN, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue, 
Which  was  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day 
for  to-morrow. 
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Utt  moooR, 

The  Semite  adjourned  nntS  to-morrow  monung«  10  o'clock^ 


FRIDAY,  December  22,  1854 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjoornmeni 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplaini, 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Joiunai  of  yesterday  waa  read  asJ 
approved. 

The  following  BiUs  and  Resolutions  which  had  passed  the  Senatei 
were  transmitted  to  the  House,  vm: 

A  biU  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  aimemd  an  act  to  pennanentl/  fix  the 
Election  Precincts  in  Columbia  County,  and  to  repeal  ^rtaio  acU 
therein  named,  approved  January  8th,  1853 ; 

A  bill  to  b^  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  white  pi^rsoos  from  gamiD| 
with  negroes  or  other  persons  of  color ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  Landmia ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Oliver  H.  Heam  U 
build  a  Toll  Bridge  across  the  Ocilla  River ; 

House  bill  to  authorize  WiUian^  A.  Gainer  to  build  a  Toll  Bridgf 
aoross  Bear  Creek ; 

Resolutions  in  relation  to  mail  roi^e  from  Tallahassee  via  Sop 
choppy  to  White  Bluff  or  Picketsville ; 

Resolutions  in  relation  to  the  Improvement  of  St  John's  Bar. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,,  Mr^  Filor  introduced  a  biU  to  be  end 
tied  An  act  explanatory  of  the  several  acts  in  relation  to  the  mign 
tion  of  free  negroes  or  free  persons  of  color  into  Key  West ; 

Said  bill  was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Filor,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Billa^  «iade  the  fol 
towing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  beg  leave  respectfully  to  n 
port  the  following  Bills  as  correctly  engrossed : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  D.  Howse,  of  Ma 
rion  County,  to  assume  the  numagement  of  his  own  estate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the  Nai 
igation  of  the  Suwannee  River. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR, 

Chairmsn. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  Bills  placed  among  the  Orders  of  tfa 
Day. 

The  following  message  was  reqeived  from  the  House  of  Represei 
tati^ves : 
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House  of  Represent ativbSj^  } 
December  22,  1854.         ] 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sis:-^The  foUowing  Bills  and  Resolutions  have  passed  the 
Hoqae,  viz : 

Senate  bill  to  he  entittecl  A^  act  to  authorize  the  draini<ige  of  the 
Alachua  Savannah,  without  amendment ; 

Sepate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  ai;thori^  Thomas  H.  Willis, 
of  LeoQ  County,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  owp 
estate,  without  amendment ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  Aq  act  to  authorise  Willit^qi  Webb  to 
establish  a  ferrv  across  Escambia  Baj, 

With  the  following  an^endment,  in  which  the  conciirrence  of  the 
Senate  is  respectfully  requested,  viz : 

Between  the  words  '<  Coodmissionerfi  *'  and  '<  and  "  in  the  seventh 
line  of  the  second  Section,  insert  the  words  "  of  Escambia  County ;" 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Sapp,  of  Madi- 
son County ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of 
Bayport ; 

Resolution  requesting;  an  order  froip  th^  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
Indian  Agent  in  Florich  for  the  delivery  of  a  negro  n^au  belonging 
to  B.  M.  Dell,  of  Flonda ;  and 

Resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  compensate  James  Q. 
Westcott  for  services  in  £e  Supreme  Court  of  t^e  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes, 

Very  Respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  Ho.  Reps. 

Which  was  read. 

Hie  House  bills  were  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  an4 
Senate  Bills  ordered  to  be  Enrolled. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  the  County  Commission* 
ers  of  Wakulla  County  to  levy  a  Tax  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
Court  House  in  said  County ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to. 
morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  and  revive  the  several  Acts 
in  reference  to  re-establishing  the  records  of  the  Counties  of  Gads- 
den and  Jackson  ; 

Was  read  the  second  Ume. 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jqdic-^ 
Ciary  ; 

Which  was  lost. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.ProTence,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Provence  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
the  bill  back  with  amendments  and  asked  to  be  discharged. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  concurred,  in  and  on  motion  of  Mr' 
Eppes  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Haj- 
ward  and  others ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  the  right  of  appeal  from  the 
Judges  and  orders  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  to  the 
Circuit  Court ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  State  Engi- 
neer and  Geologist ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
leading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  institution  of 
Buits  before  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Santa  Rosa  County ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

House  resolution  in  relation  to  extra  compensation  of  the  Clerk 
in  the  office  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  oa 
to-morrow. 

House  hill  to  he  entitled  An  aet  to  organize  the  Coanty  of  Volu- 
sia; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  qnestion  of  its  passage, 
the  vote  was  : 

Yeaa— Mr.  Preodent,  Messrs.  Biid,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis, 
Hopkins,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith,  Traoy  and  Wyn»-* 

la 

Nays — ^Mr.  Brinson — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  permanently  locate  the  Court 
House  of  Hernando  County ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Fi- 
lor, Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith  and  Wjnii 
—13. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Brinson,  tiie  title  of  said  bill  was  amended  (o 
read  as  follows,  viz :  ''  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  permanently 
locate  the  County  Site  of  Hernando  County." 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa^ 
lives. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Town  of  Qum^ 

«y ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar, 
Eppes,  nior,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Tracy  and 
Wvnn— 14. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  the  bill  passed — ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

An  Act  of  the  Sixth  General  Assembly,  to  alter  and  amend  tho 
Fonrteenth  and  Twenty-third  Clauses  of  the  Thhti  Article,  and  the 
Hiirteenth  and  Sixteenth  Chiuses  of  the  Fifiii  Article  of  the  Consti' 
tution  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  three  times  as  on  its  third  reading. 

On  motion,  a  call  of  &e  Senate  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Myrick,  further  proceedings  under  the  call  were 
dispensed  with,  and  leave  given  to  absent  Senators  to  record  their 
votes  on  this  bill  at  a  future  day,  should  they  desire  to  do  so« 

Upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Eppes,  FUor,  Hop^ 
kins,  Myrick  and  Smith— 8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brinson,  Criglar,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Long,  Nicholson, 
Provence,  Tracy  and  Wynn — ^9. 

So  said  Ml  was  lost,  not  having  received  a  constitutional  major' 
ity. 

Ordered  iiiat  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa^ 
tives. 

House  Resolutions  asking  that  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  En^ 
try; 

Were  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Provence,  said  Resolutions  were  amended  as 
follows : 

Strike  out  **n.  Port  of  Entry,''  in  the  first  Resolution,  and  substi^ 
tute  "  a  Port  of  Collection  and  Inspection." 

Also,  the  title  of  the  Resolutions  was  amended  so  as  to  read,  **  Res- 
ohtions  asking  that  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  Collection  and  In« 
spection.'' 

Hie  Resolutions  as  amended  were  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  timer 
on  to-morrow. 

House  Resolutions  authorizing  flie  Governor  to  turn  over  sixty 
Muskets  and  accoutrements  to  the  Florida  Independent  Blues,  and 
others; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


168 

Were  read  the  second  time^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port 
of  Bayport ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  Ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow* 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived^  and  Mr.  Long,  from  the  Judicia- 
ry Committee^  made  the  following  Report : 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
Governor's  Message  as  referred  to  the  "State  Library,*'  having  had 
the  same  under  consideration,  have  instructed  the  undersigned  to 
report  the  followiug  bill. 

The  Committee  accord  with  the  sentiments  of  his  Excellency,  that 
if  the  Library  is  worth  anything,  it  is  worth  preservation ;  and  the 
Committee  being  impressed  with  a  conviction  of  the  importance  o( 
economy  in  the  expenditures  of  the  Government,  have  ascertained 
that  the  duty  can  be  performed  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  without  in- 
terfering with  his  official  duties,  and  for  a  much  smaller  compensa- 
tion than  would  probably  be  necessary  to  engage  the  services  of « 
competent  person  having  no  other  employment  requiring  his  presence 
about  the  Capitol.  The  Committee  have  learned  as  a  fact,  and  take 
pleasure  in  mentioning  the  same,  that  the  zeal  and  energy  of  the 
present  Secretary  of  State  in  enlarging  said  Library,  has  been  verj 
remarkable,  and  has  been  the  means  o(  greatly  enlarging  the  same 
within  the  last  two  years.  His  zeal  and  judgment  in  &s  respect, 
point  him  out  as  particularly  well  qualified  to  take  charge  of  the  sub 
ject  in  future.  Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Committee. 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  accompanying  Bill  j[>lacec 
among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor : 

Executive  Chamber,  ) 

Tallahassee,  December  22,  1854.  jf 
Hon.  H.  V.  Snell, 

President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  now  to  transmit  the  report  made  to  me  bj 
the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement,  accompanied  by  a  bill  which  thej 
prepared,  designed  to  carry  into  execution  the  system  which  thej 
have  recommended. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  system  recommended  embraces  every  sec 
tion  of  the  State,  and  is  one  on  which  it  is  believed  every  interest  cai 
harmonize.  The  provision  made  for  securing  the  construction  of  thi 
work,  although  not  exactly  that  recommended  in  my  annual  mes 
sage,  is  perhaps  better,  and  may  prove  more  certain  to  secure  the  ob 
ject  desired.  The  importance  of  tlie  work  contemplated,  the  grea 
labor  bestowed  on  the  subject  by  the  Board,  and  the  ability  witl 
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ivhich  they  have  enforced  their  views  and  recommendations,  will 
cloubdess  secure  for  their  action  the  careful  consideration  of  tlie  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BR003fE 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOAED. 

The  Board  of  Internal  Improvement  beg  leave  respectfully  to  re« 
port,  that  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  the  State  Engineer,  they  assem- 
bled at  Tallahassee  on  the  4th  day  of  December. 

Many  of  the  topics  brought  under  consideration,  and  which  did  not 
seem  to  call  for  legislative  interference,  they  have  acted  upon  by  res- 
ohtions,  containing  the  suggestions  of  the  Board,  addressed,  through 
the  President  of  the  Board,  to  the  various  Officers  or  Departments 
chained  by  law  with  the  respective  subjects.  Among  these,  are  re- 
commendations regarding  steps  for  a  more  speedy  confirmation  of 
Swamp  selections ;  for  a  classification  of  these  selections,  in  lists  de- 
scriptive of  the  several  characters  and  grade  of  land  and  growth ;  for 
an  application  of  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  improving 
St,  Johns  River,  under  directions  of  the  Governor  of  this  State ;  for 
the  extension  of  the  reconnoisanco  lately  begun  by  the  State  Engi- 
neer West  of  the  Apalaclucola  River ;  and  for  a  reconnoisance  of  tiie 
Haulover  between  Matanzas  and  Halifax  Rivers. 

The  subject  which  chiefly  employed  the  attention  of  the  Board, 
referred  to  a  general  ^system  of  miprovements  for  the  State,  which, 
while  developing  into  prosperous  growth  its  great  natural  resources, 
^and  giving  fair  opportunity  to  every  section  to  bring  into  activity  its 
peculiar  advantages,  would  draw  together  in  closer  union  and  frater- 
nity the  extremes  of  the  State ;  and  in  accomplishmg  this,  the  Board 
has  still  kept  in  view  the  duty  to  make,  as  nearly  as  possible,  equal 
distribution  to  every  part,  of  the  aids  which  can  be  rendered  from  the 
general  fund. 

There  is  no  portion  of  the  Union  more  advantageously  located,  by 
geographical  position,  for  profitable  investment  in  Railroad  enterprises, 
than  Florida ;  nor  is  there  one  upon  the  development  and  population 
of  which  such  improvements  would  tell  with  a  more  sensible  effect. 
Our  climate  is  unequalled  in  the  Union  for  its  moderate  and  equable 
temperature  and  general  healthfulness.  Every  portion  of  our  soil  is 
snited  to  some  industry,  productive  of  wealth;  extensive  forests, 
abounding  in  valuable  woods ;  unlimited  natural  pasturage,  capable 
of  supporting  numerous  herds  of  cattle  and  horses,  throughout  all  the 
seasons,  \vithout  the  aid  of  the  agriculturist ;  and  extensive  belts  of 
agricultural  lands,  of  fertile  and  durable  quality,  bearing,  in  large 
comparative  yield,  the  richest  staples — Upland  and  Sea  Island  Cot- 
tons, Sugar,  and  fruits  of  all  the  latitudes.  We  have  an  extensive 
sea  coast,  abounding  with  valuable  fisheries,  and  indented  with  the 
finest  commercial  harbors  which  the  South  aflbrds,  both  Atlantic  and 
22  S 
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Gulf.  Yet,  with  all  these  blessings  from  natUre,  our  progress  an( 
development  has  been  very  tardy. 

This  suspension  of  growth  has  been  owing  only  to  our  failure  ia  a 
vailing  ourselves,  with  due  diligence,  of  another  and  marked  natural  ad 
vantage — ^that  of  our  geographical  position.  With  one  shore  upon  tb 
broad  Atltantic,  confronting  the  great  marts  of  distribution  and  consamp 
tion  for  Southern  and  Western  staples,  and  on  the  other  the  greatest  ba 
sin  of  conmiercial  supply  which  the  globe  presents;  these  two  seasdi 
vided  by  an  interval  so  narrow,  compared  with  the  States  Nortii  of  us 
that  we  may  claim  to  hold  from  nature  the  key  of  connection  betwee 
them ;  with  one  of  the  finest  harbors  of  the  Auantic  upon  one  side,  an 
with  a  series  of  noble  bays  and  harbors  upon  the  Gulf,  each  more  or  let 
convenient  to  one  or  other  important  stream  of  trade  or  travel ;  w 
have  only  to  open  suitable  avenues  of  connection  to  draw  through  tii 
State  the  greatest  tide  of  commercial  intercourse  the  world  has  ev( 
seen,  and  to  bring  our  State  into  the  relation  of  a  center  to  the  socij 
and  conunercial  connection  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Union ;  rendei 
ing  it  thus  an  inviting  field  for  the  enteiprising  of  all  classes — ^agricn 
tural,  conmiercial  and  mechanic. 

That  the  avenues  necessary  to  this  purpose  have  not  heretofoi 
been  opened,  has  been  owing  to  the  limited  resources  of  cash  cap 
tal  at  the  command  of  our  people,  and  the  inability  of  the  State  1 
contribute  to  their  construction.  The  time  has  come  now  when,  i 
the  opinion  of  the  Board,  it  is  in  our  power  to  stimulate  an  early  eoi 
struction  of  the  necessary  works,  and  we  owe  it  to  ourselves  to  pi 
the  State  at  once  upon  its  career  of  progress. 

The  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  State  consist  of  500,000  acres  < 
land,  selected  at  an  early  date,  in  bodies  of  320  acres,  and  their  pn 
ceeds;  and  an  amount  of  Swamp  Lands,  likely  to  reach  the  quani 
ty  of  10,000,000  of  acres.  A  portion  of  the  lands  of  the  last  d 
scription  are  not  of  present  value,  but  other  portions  will  have  lar| 
value  for  agricultural  purposes  and  for  lumber  and  naval  stores,  wh( 
penetrated  by  railroads,  or  reduced  to  agricultural  adaptation  I 
drainage. 

We  have  thought  it  best  to  recommend  the  concentration  of  the 
means  upon  a  system  of  improvement  having  reference  to  the  wan 
of  general  commerce  as  well  as  local  necessity ;  for  the  growth 
the  State  in  population  and  wealth  being  thus  most  rapidly  develo 
ed,  the  means  necessary  for  local  connections  and  improvemen 
would  very  soon  be  produced. 

The  system  we  recommend  for  aid  consists  of  a  Railroad  betwe< 
the  waters  of  Escambia  Bay  and  the  St.  John's  River  at  Jackso 
ville,  with  an  extension  from  suitable  points  on  the  line,  to  the  wate 
of  St.  Andrew's  Bay  in  West  Horida,  and  the  St  Mark's  River 
Middle  Florida ;  and  from  Amelia  Island,  on  the  Atlantic,  to  i 
waters  of  Tampa  Bay  in  South  Florida,  with  an  extension  to  Ced 
Key  in  East  Florida ;  and  to  connect  the  country  east  of  the  t 
John's  with  the  system,  and  thus  to  comprehend  that  section  mo 
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Tullyin  iU  benefits,  we  recommend  also  the  construction  of  a  Canal  to 
-connect  Indian  River  with  the  St  John's. 

These  improvements,  with  roads  from  Macon  in  the  direction  of 
Cedar  Key  and  from  Montgomery  to  Pensacola,  and  to  some  other 
more  eastern  point  of  our  system^  will  complete  all  the  desirable 
lines  for  a  prosperous  system. 

It  will  be  found  by  reference  to  the  map,  that  every  Coontj  in  the 
State  will  be  more  or  less  within  convenient  reach  of  the  system  of 
roads.  So  far  as  the  State  may  afiTord  aid  for  these  improvements, 
the  benefits  will  have  been  as  equally  dispensed  to  the  different  sec- 
tions as  would  be  easily  practicable  ;  and  to  each  section  of  the 
State  is  afforded  an  opportunity  to  develop  the  growth  of  a  harbor 
of  commerce  within  its  own  limits. 

In  adopting  a  system,  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  if  we  posses* 
sed  within  our  own  borders,  suitable  harbors,  upon  the  two  seas,  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  commerce  which  would  pass  over  our 
roads ;  for  otherwise,  it  would  be  necessary  to  point  our  improve- 
ments to  suitable  connexions  with  the  system  of  our  neighboring 
States. 

Upon  the  Atlantic  we  possess  the  harbor  of  Fernandina.  This  is 
proved,  by  the  Hydrographical  Surveys  made  under  authority  of  the 
United  States'  Government,  to  be  one  of  the  finest  harbors  for  the 
purposes  of  commerce  which  is  to  be  found  South  of  the  Chesapeake 
Bay.  The  harbor  is  perfectly  and  closely  land-locked,  with  an  av- 
erage depth  of  35  to  40  feet,  entirely  without  shoals,  an  anchorage 
with  good  holding  ground  extensive  enough  for  the  largest  pos- 
sible commerce,  and  having  a  frontage  of  over  two  miles,  along  the 
whole  extent  of  which  Wharves  ol  20  to  50  feet  will  reach  a  depth 
of  25  to  35  feet  of  water.  It  is  on  a  Sea  Island,  and  thus  secure  of 
health;  being  very  similar  in  its  climate  to  that  of  St.  Augustine. — 
The  depth  upon  the  bar  is  thus  given  in  a  late  report  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Engineer  bureau  to  Congress,  viz :  "  The  bar  of  this  river 
affords  13^  feet  at  the  lowest  water,  and  from  20  to  22  feet  during 
Spring  tides." 

To  show  the  sufficiency  of  this  harbor  for  all  the  purposes  of  do- 
mestic and  foreign  trade,  it  will  be  found  by  a  reference  to  Lloyd's 
list  for  the  year  1853,  that  there  are  only  thirty-lhree  vessels  out  of 
ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  recorded  in  that  office,  that 
draw  twenty  feet  or  more.  The  following  is  a  list  oflhese  thirty- 
three  vessels,  showing  their  burden  and  draft : 

5  Vessels  are  600  tons  burden  and  draw  20  feet 
«  it      it      20    " 

It  %<       ic       20     '^ 

t(  it      it      20    " 

a  it       tt       20     •* 

tt  tt      tt      21     << 

it  it         tt         22      ** 

As  compared  with  the  neighboring  harbors  of  Savannah  and 


14 

"  700 

6 

"  800 

1 

"  900 

2 

"1000 

4 

"  700 

1 

"  800 
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Charleston,  the  harbor  of  Fernandina  is  much  superior.  At  Charles- 
ton, the  depth  on  the  main  ship  channel  does  not  exceed  ten  and  a 
half  feet,  at  low  water;  and  at  Savannah  vessels  cannot  reach  the 
city  with  more  than  eight  feet  draft  at  low  water.  Vessels  drawing 
17  feet  can  receive  cargoes  12  miles  ar  more  below  the  city,  from 
lighters,  and  proceed  to  sea  at  high  water,  but  this  mode  of  conduc- 
ting commerce  is  attended  with  great  inconvenience  and  expense. — 
Neither  of  these  ports  have  a  frontage  at  all  comparable  to  Fernan- 
dina. From  Fenandina  vessels  drawing  twenty  feet  can  load  at  the 
wharf,  and  proceed  to  sea  with  any  wind  and  without  towage,  for 
the  wharves  are  not  more  than  three  miles  distant  from  the  open  sea. 

Besides  this,  we  believe  that  Coal,  a  necessary  element  in  the  sup- 
porting means  of  an  extensive  commerce,  can  be  delivered  at  any  of 
our  ports  from  the  mines,  for  a  cost  not  exceeding  that  at  any  other 
Southern  sea-port. 

Upon  the  Gulf  side,  we  have  the  noble  bays  of  Pen sacola,  St,  An- 
drews, and  Tampa ;  besides  many  others  of  sufficient  capacity  for 
the  accommodation  of  any  amount  of  Gulf  trade. 

We  have  felt  justified,  therefore,  in  resting  our  system  upon  ports 
located  within  our  own  limits. 

The  next  point  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Board  was  directed, 
concerned  the  ability  of  the  system  to  maintain  itself. 

Throwing  out  of  view  the  large  local  support  which  the  roads  will 
derive  from  the  domestic  productions  and  commerce  of  the  State, 
we  propose  to  regard  them  in  their  relation  to  the  general  needs  of 
commerce  in  the  transport  of  persons  and  commodities. 

1.  In  respect  to  travel.  Tlie  destination  of  the  streams  of  travel  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  is  to  Cuba,  to  the  Pacific 
over  the  various  crossings  of  the  Isthmus,  to  Texas,  to  New  Orleans, 
Mobile  and  Apalachicola,  the  three  leading  American  ports  on  the 
Gulf.  The  crossings  to  the  Pacific,  are  made  and  to  be  made  at 
Chagres,  at  Honduras,  and  at  Tehuantepec.  It  is  capable  of  dem- 
onstration that  the  most  comfortable  and  cheapest  transport,  and  in 
nearly  every  material  instance,  the  slioriest  and  quickest,  from  the 
Atlantic  to  either  of  these  points — Cuba,  Chagres,  Honduras,  Tehu- 
antepec, Texas,  or  the  Northern  Gulf  ports,  can  be  made  through 
Florida,  using  one  or  other  of  the  ports  on  the  Gulf  reached  by  our 
system,  fortlebarkation,  according  to  the  point  of  destination.  So 
of  course,  with  the  returning  tides  to  the  Atlantic. 

2.  In  respect  to  trade.  The  Gulf  of  Mexico  is  a  common  basin 
or  expansion  forming,  through  its  tributary  rivers,  and  its  connections, 
the  natural  receptacle  for  the  products  of  the  largest  area  of  produ- 
cing country  that  is  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  same  space  upon 
the  globe.  The  population  which  is  to  occupy  the  Valleys  of  the 
upper  and  lower  Mississippi,  ot  the  Ohio,  of  the  Amazon  and  itstiib- 
utaries,  and  the  surface  of  Texas,  Mexico,  Central  America,  Cuba 
and  the  other  West  Indies,  must,  in  process  of  time,  reach  inconceiv- 
able numbers,  producing  an  amount  of  annual  wealth   beyond  any- 
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thing  heretofore  known  ;  most  of  which  must  pour  into,  this  com- 
mon basin. 

When  to  this  is  added  the  vast  productions  of  the  Pacific  Coun- 
tries,  which,  by  Canal  or  roads,  must  seek  the  Atlantic  through  the 
same  basin,  there  is  no  appreciating  the  value  of  the  commerce 
which  it  will  supply.  For  a  large  part  of  this  commerce — much  more 
of  it  than  our  system  can  accommodate — the  transit  through  Flori- 
da will  be  more  convenient  and  more  cheap,  than  by  sea,  or  over  any 
land  line  outside  of  our  limits. 

It  is  an  undoubted  truth  that  commerce  will  settle  itself  in  those 
channels  which  offer  the  cheapest,  and  at  the  same  time,  quickest 
transport,  other  considerations  affecting  commercial  value  being 
cqoa].  Tried  by  this  test,  it  is  certain  that  a  great  and  enriching 
portion  of  the  vast  trade  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  must  pass  over  our 
lines.  The  Board  do  not  wish  to  swell  their  report,  by  entering  upon 
detailed  comparisons  with  other  water  and  land  routes,  but  they  are 
satisfied  that  the  position  they  assume  will  bear  the  most  rigid  scru- 
tiny. 

No  inconsiderable  circumstance  in  determining  the  advantage  of 
oor  routes  for  conducting  the  business  of  the  Gulf  basin  is,  that  none 
of  the  points  at  which  the  produce  now  collects  are  suited  for  a 
hirge  foreign  commerce.  Galveston  admits  less  than  12  feet,  the 
Mississippi  only  about  13  feet,  and  not  more  than  10  feet  can  be  car- 
ried to  Mobile  at  high  water. 

The  difficulty  of  conducting  foreign  commerce  from  New  Orleans, 
may  be  illustrated  by  the  facts  stated  in  a  memorial  to  Congress  by 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  a  few  years  since.  It  is  therein  stated 
that  *'  within  the  last  few  weeks  nearly  forty  ships  have  been  aground 
on  the  bar,  for  various  periods,  from  two  days  to  eight  weeks,  some 
of  which  were  compelled  to  throw  portions  of  their  cargoes  over- 
board, and  others  to  discharge  cargo  into  lighters  before  they  could 
be  got  through  the  Channel,  occasioning  heavy  expense  to  the 
goods,  and  great  straining  and  injury,  besides  involving  pecuniary 
losses  which  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  $500,000." 

At  the  time  of  the  grounding  of  the  steamer  Georgia,  Capt  Por- 
ter, U.  S.  N.,  prepared  a  draft  "  representing  the  appearance  of  the 
bar  of  the  Mississippi  River,  May  16,  1852,''  which  was  published 
by  order  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans.  The  ex- 
phination  printed  with  the  draft  stated  as  follows : 


•  VESSELS 

ON   NEW    ORLEANS   BAR. 

Tons. 

Bales  Cotton. 

Value. 

Detained. 

Middlesex, 

1430 

4500 

$160,000 

40  days. 

Desderoona, 

625 

2200 

80,000 

35     " 

Winchester, 

1475 

5800 

205.000 

8S    " 

Progress, 

1400 

4300 

105,000 

45     " 

Goodwin, 

600 

800 

60,000 

8     " 

Montreuil^ 

GOO 

2000 

70,000 

7     " 
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Totis,  Bales  Cottoiu  Value, 

Brought  forward,  -           -  »725,000 

Liberty,                       740  2000  70,000 
JSlr.  (Georgia,             2500 


Delainci 
&  daji 


Total  Cargoes, 
Value  of  Vessels, 


$795,000 
705,000 


Or  aggregate  value  of  property  detained     $  1,500,000 

It  is  added  in  a  note  to  the  above  table  that  *'  many  other  Tessel 
than  those  above  were  aground  at  the  same  time,  awaiting  a  swe 
from  South-easterly  gales." 

Nor  is  Mobile  better  circumstanced  for  heavy  commerce.  In 
memorial  from  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  Mobile,  lately  presented  I 
Congress,  it  is  stated  that  vessels  of  heavy  draft  have  to  lie  28  mile 
below  the  city  and  are  loaded  and  discharged  there,  by  means  c 
lighters.  This  charge  of  lighterage  only  is  shown  to  have  amour 
ied  to  $227,000  on  the  commerce  of  the  previous  season.  This  i 
not  the  greatest  loss.  The  memorial  enters  into  a  calculation  t 
show  the  damages  done  goods  and  produce  by  the  necessary  trar 
shipments,  and  concludes  that  cotton  at  Mobile  is  injured  to  the  i 
mount  of  one  eighth  per  cent  per  pound  in  comparison  with  shiproeni 
to  New  Orleans,  which,  on  the  crop  of  the  previous  year,  made  a  lo« 
■of  $167,230, — which  added  to  the  lighterage,  makes  an  aggrpgat 
loss  on  foreign  commerce  from  this«ause  of  $394,628.  The  injur 
to  domestic  trade  is  pui  at  $107,791  more,  thus  swelling  the  annoj 
injury  in  conducting  commerce  at  Mobile,  from  deficiency  of  harhoi 
to  $502,599  ;  a  sum  sufficient  to  Imve  transferred  tlie  cotton  shippe 
from  Mobile,  from  her  wharf,  to  Fernandina. 

Besides  which,  the  interruption  of  business  by  a  climactic  mortal 
ty  at  Mobile  and  New  Orleans,  from  which  Fernandina  would  b 
exempt,  must  more  or  less  affect  the  cost  of  factorage,  freight  an 
facilities  of  business. 

The  effect  of  our  improvements  %v.ill  be,  practically,  to  furnish  tl 
Gulf  with  a  good  Atlantic  port  by  an  extended  wharf,  and  it  is  n< 
doubted,  that  in  progress  of  time,  the  Gulf  ports  will  find  their  intei 
est  in  a  common  resort  to  Fernandina  as  their  seaport  for  foreig 
trade. 

The  Board  then  feel  warranted  In  the  belief  that  the  system  pn 
posed  is  capable  of  sustaining  itself  profitably. 

The  next  subject  which  occupied  their  attention,  related  to  tl 
mode  in  which  aid  should  be  given  to  these  works. 

After  considering  the  several  modes  in  which  aid  had  hei 
given  by  other  States,  and  the  various  forms  in  which  our  lam 
might  be  made  available  for  the  purpose,  we  concluded  to  r 
commend  that  companies  constructing  these  lines,  be  authorized  \ 
issue  bonds  to  Uie  extent  of  ten  thousand  ($10,000)  dollars  per  mil 
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the  interest  on  \vhic& might  be  guarantied  hy  alien  npon  the  Internal 
Improvement  fund,  irpon  the  condition  that  the  bonds  should  pass 
only  in  payment  for  iron,  and  equipment,  after  the  road  bed  and 
wooden  superstructure  was  prepared  for  the  k*on  :  the  whole  debt 
thus  created  constituting  a  ^rst  lien  upon   the  Road. 

We  have  proposed  to  throw  around  the  Stiite  fund  every  possible- 
security  consistent  with  the  efficiency  of  the  plan,  and  have  recom- 
mended conditions  on  the  part  of  the  Companies,  which  will  give  to- 
the  State  the  most  ample  assurance  that  the  Roads  will  subserve  the 
general  public  utility. 

In  considering  the  subject,  variotis  modes  came  under  review. — 
Whatever  practicable  aid  was  necessary  to  insure  the  construction  of 
the  Roads,  a  wise  policy  would  justify ;  for  the  rapid  enhancements 
of  the  general  wealth  and  population  certain  to  follow  their  construc- 
tion, would  be  ample  recompense  for  the  surrender  of  the  whole  fund^ 
A  single  bridge  is  being  built  at  Montreal  at  a  greater  cost  (to- wit : 
seven  millions  of  dollars,)  than  the  whole  amount  of  our  aid,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  making  unbroken  connection  with  the  Lakes. — • 
But  we  were  desirous,  if  possible,  of  saving  to-  the  State  the  fund,, 
for  future  public  use,  if  a  sufficient  stimulus  to  the  construction  of  the* 
Roads  could  be  afforded  without  partitig  with  it. 

1.  A  gratuity  or  bonus  of  the  lands  to  the  Companies. 

This  mode  of  aid  has  not  been  unusual. 

New  York  granted  as  a  bonus  or  gift  from  the  State,  $3,000;000 
to  the  Erie  R.  R.  Co. 

Mississippi,  by  legislative  act,  granted  to  sf  Company  by  way  of 
bonus,  a  Railroad  completed  from  Jackson  to  Brandon,  (14}  milbs,)) 
with  tiie  cars,  locomotives,  fixtures,  depots,  town  lots,  &c.,  attached 
to  the  road,  sixty  choice  and  picked  negroes,  the  two  per  cent,  fund 
then  on  hand,  being  about  $12,000,  and  that  which  might  afterwards 
be  received,  to  induce  an  extension  of  the  road  to  the  Alabama 
line. 

Texas  made  a  direct  grant  of  nearly  twelve  millions  of  acres  of 
land  to  the  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

Illinois  gave  as  a  bonus  to  the  Central*  R.  R.  Co.,  works  upoi» 
which  the  State  had  expended  two  millions  of  dollars. 

The  State  of  Maryland  made  a  bonus  of  $1,000,000,  and  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  a  further  bonus  of  $850,000  to  die  Baltimore  and  Sus- 
quehanoa  R.  R.  Co.,  as  an  inducement  to  asree  to  a  consolidatioi> 
into  the  Northern  Centra!  R,  R.  of  Maryland;  "  for  the  better  busi' 
ness  advantages  of  Baltimore.'^ 

Even  private  companies  make  such  aids  in*  pursuing  their  own  in^ 
terest 

The  Michigan  Central  R.  R.  Co.  offered  a  bonus  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dolkrs  to  the  Canada  R.  R.  Co.  if  they  would  complete- 
their  road  at 'a  certain  time. 

Net  deeming  this  mode  ci  ftid  necessary,  the  Board  did  not  adopts 
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it  Tills,  liowevor,  may  be  an  appropriate  place  to  say  that  they  re- 
commend the  grant  of  alternate  sections  where  the  Roads  pass 
through  State  Lands,  to  the  extent  usually  granted  by  Congress,  and 
with  such  limitations  as  will  prevent  any  title  passing  until  the  Roads 
are  made. 

The  principle  upon  which  this  rests  is  of  consideration  for  benefit 
rendered  to  the  general  value  of  the  State  Lands,  by  the  enterprize 
and  hazards  of  private  mvestment. 

The  State  Fund  will  be  more  tlian  recompensed  by  tlie  making  of 
the  Roads,  if  this  grant  should  help  to  induce  their  construction. 
Whatever  increases  the  general  prosperity,  and  opens  new  avenues  of 
industry,  enhances  tlie  general  value  of  property ;  but  Roads  have, 
besides,  a  direct  and  powerful  influence  upon  the  value  of  real  es- 
tate. 

In  1841,  when  Boston  commenced  her  Raib'oad  enterprises,  the 
total  assessment  of  property  value  in  tliat  city  was  ninety-eight  mil- 
lions, one  hundred  and  six  thousand,  six  hundred  dollars.  In  1850, 
when  the  Railroads  were  in  operation,  it  was  two  hundred  and  sixty 
millions,  six  hmidred  and  forty-six  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
four  dollars;  and  this  was  produced  by  Roads  the  total  cost  of  which 
was  thirty  millions,  two  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand,  nine  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  dollars. 

In  Mobile,  the  assessed  value  of  property  rose  Jive  millions  in  one 
year,  after  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Road  was  commenced. 

In  New  York  City,  in  the  period  of  five  years,  from  1845  to  1850, 
the  value  of  real  estate  fell  from  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  millions 
to  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  millions.  Since  then,  the  Erie  Rail- 
road has  been  completed,  and  the  assessed  value  of  real  estate  for 
1853,  showed  an  increase  of  sixty- two  millions  over  the  assessment  of 
tlie  previous  year,  or  above  seventeen  per  cent  The  ratio  of  increase 
in  real  and  personal  property  was  about  equal. 

In  Louisville,  in  1848,  the  value  of  pro{)erty  was  a  little  over  four- 
teen millions.  During  that  year,  she  commenced  a  system  of  Roads. 
In  1853,  (five  years  after,)  die  assessed  value  of  property  had  risen 
to  tljirty  milHons. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  tlie  Pacific  Railroad  Company  in  Mis- 
souri, they  sav : 

"  It  seems  nere  a  proper  place  to  o})serve  that,  in  its  effects  upon 
tlie  price  of  lands  adjacent  to  the  line,  tlio  Railroad  is  accomplishing 
quite  as  much  as  was  ever  predicted  or  promised.  The  value  has 
been  at  least  trebled.  Lands  which  recently  were  held  at  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents,  are  now  held  at  ten  dollars  per  acre.  Those 
which  were  held  at  thirty  dollars,  have  been  sold  at  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. Those  which  were  but  lately  bought  for  three  hundred  dollars, 
have  been  sold  for  one  thousand  dollars.  There  can  hardly  be  a 
doubt  that  the  enhanced  value  of  lands  through  tlie  district  of  coun- 
try in  which  our  Road  is  laid,  already  considerably  exceeds  tlie  esti- 
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mated  costs  of  the  work,  as  far  as  located.  Another  perceptible  ef- 
fect is  a  renewed  spirit  of  industry  and  enterprise,  and  the  develop- 
opment  of  our  resources.  In  the  interior,  it  has  attracted  new  set- 
tlers, and  occasioned  the  entry  of  large  quantities  of  public  land.*' 

An  instance  is  lately  stated  in  the  United  States  Economist,  as  be- 
ing within  the  knowledge  of  the  editor,  of  a  person  who  invested  his 
earnings  for  some  time  in  land,  in  Illinois,  which  he  offered  in  the 
end  for  twenty  thousand  dollars,  but  without  success.  The  Central 
Railroad  passed  through  it,  and  he  was  hesitating  at  an  offer  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

These  are  a  few  instances,  out  of  sinular  thotis&nds,  in  illustration 
of  the  effects  of  Railroads  upon  the  value  of  lands  in  their  vicinity. 

The  Board,  therefore,  thought  that  the  enhanced  value  to  the  fund, 
by  the  construction  of  tiiese  Roads,  would  well  justify  the  contribu- 
tion proposed  under  this  head ;  and  it  may  be  well  to  reserve  to  the 
State  the  power  to  do  the  same  in  the  casei  of  faime  charters,  not 
falling  within  the  system  now  proposed. 
2.  By  subscriptiod  to  the  Sto^k  of  the  Companies. 
This  was  dieemed  unadvisable,  for  various  reasons^  To  place  the 
State  and  individual  stockholders  upon  a  just  equality,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  pay  for  the  Stock  in  cash,  and  it  was  not  believed  a 
Bafficient  amount  of  cash  capital  could  be  derived  from  the  lands  tb 
afford  any  useful  aid  to  the  Companies  at  present  Besides  this,  if 
&e  ultimate  avails  of  the  land  should  prove  inadequate  to  cover  the 
amount  of  Botids  issued  to  raise  the  cash  for  subscription,  the  State, 
under  the  inhibitions  of  the  Constitution,  would  have  no  means  nor 
resources  from  which  to  supply  the  deficiency,  and  would  thus  be  ex- 
posed to  damage  of  repute.  It  was  abo  a  cau£te  of  objection,  that  if  the 
State  were  able  to  subscribe  enough  to  afford  effecuve  aid,  she  would 
necessarily  acquire  a  large  share  in  the  direction  and  management  of 
the  work,  and  such  connection  of  political  agencies  with  works  of 
this  nature,  has  heretofore  proved  so  objectionable  as  to  cripple  their 
credit  The  wastefulness  of  political  agencies  in  the  management  of 
poblic  works,  is  very  strongly  exhibited  by  a  table  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  on  the  public  works  in  Peimsylvania,  compared  for 
a  series  of  years.  The  table  was  presented  by  a  member  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  State,  at  its  last  session,  and  shows  how  expenditures 
grow  under  political  management: 

Receipts,  Expenditures. 

1846 «1,034,815 $499,970 

1847 * 1,230,422 532,728 

1848 1,184,245 793,308 

1849 1,238,720 730,528 

1850 1,345,501 839,418 

1851 1,234,062 894,451 

1852 1,452,417 1,036,497 

1853 1,303,541 1,158,104 
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3.  By  loan  of  credit,  or  what  is  tantamoimt^  guarantee  of  fSitt 
bontiB  of  the  Company. 

This  is  the  most  usual  mode  of  aid,  by  States,  to  Companies  vn" 
dertaking  important  public  works. 

In  Tennessee,  the  State  loans  the  bonds  of  the  State  to  the  amount 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  every  mile  of  road  graded  by  prrvate  sab- 
scription,  and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  additional  for  every  im^ 
portant  brklge. 

In  Missouri,  the  State  bonds  were  loaned  to^  Companies  at  a  sin- 
gle session  to  the  amount  of  eight  mfllions  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

In  Viiginia,  at  a  single  session,  (1850-1,)  the  State  guaranteed 
bonds  of  lUfl  Road  Companies  of  a  million  dollars,  besides  large 
sunilar  aids  before  and  since.  In  the  case  of  a  single  Company,  ehe 
has  made  loans  and  guarantees  exceeding  three  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars. 

In  Maryland,  the  State  loafled  its  credit  to  Railroad  Companies  to 
an  amount  exceeding  ixve  millions  of  dollars. 

North  Carolina  has  endorsed  the  bonds  of  the  Wflmington  and 
Raleigh  Company  and  others  to  a  large  amount — nearly  a  million  in 
one  case,  (the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  R.  R.) 

South  Carolina  guaranteed  the  bonds  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Compa- 
ny for  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars. 

Massachusetts  aided  the  Western  Railroad  Company  to  the 
amount  of  four  millions  of  dollars ;  and  for  the  Hoosac  Tunnel,  cost- 
ing three  millions,  guaranteed  bonds  for  two  millions  of  dollars. 

Cities  even,  and  private  companies,  do  the  same  for  the  stimulating 
of  such  works. 

The  city  of  Portland,  in  Maine,  with  a  population  at  the  time  not 
reaching  twenty  thousand,  loaned  the  credit  of  the  city  to  a  Railroad 
Company  connecting  with  Montreal  for  one  and  a  half  million  of  dol- 
lars. 

Various  towns  in  Maine  loaned  their  credit  to  the  Kennebec  and 
Portland  R.  R.  Co.,  to  the  amount  of  near  a  million  of  doHars. 

Cincinnati,  in  Ohio,  loaned  the  credit  of  the  city  to  various  Com- 
panies on  one  day  to  the  amount  of  a  million.  She  also  loaned  hei 
credit  to  the  St  Louis  and  Cincinnati  Railroad  Company  for  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

Baltimore  lately  endorsed  the  bonds  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company  for  five  million  of  dollars. 

Tlie  same  city  also  endorsed  the  bonds  of  the  Connellsville  R.  R 
Company  for  the  amount  of  a  million  of  Dollars.  She  also  loaned 
her  bonds  to  the  North-western  Railroad  Company,  (in  Vii^ginia,)  foi 
one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  K.  R 
Co.  loaned  its  credit  by  guaranteeing  bonds  for  the  same  Company 
for  one  million  of  dollars. 

The  city  of  Knoxville,  in  Tennessee,  guaranteed  bonds  of  the  Easi 
Tennessee  and  Vii^nia  Railroad  to  a  considerable  amount 

This  form  presents  a  better  mode  of  aid  from  the  State  Lands,  be 
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eaoBe  It  makes  the  road  intervene  between  the  ereditor  and  the  firnd^ 
and  affords  a  larger  basis  for  aid  than  4he  nlode  of  subscription. 

Bat  the  Board  settled  finally  upon  a  mode  of  aid  forming  a  modi- 
fication of  ike  last  mentioned,  and  affording  a  larger  basis  for  aid  to 
the  Companies,  namely : 

4.  A  guarantee  of  only  the  interest  of  the  bonds,  and  a  require- 
ment fipom  the  Company  to  deposdte  with  the  Trustees  of  the  Internal 
Improvement  Fund,  annually,  a  sufficient  amount  to  compose  a  sink- 
ing fund,  that  will  cover  the  principal  of  the  bonds  at  mataritj.  A 
semi-annual  payment  of  half  of  one  per  cent  will  do  this  in  tlie  case 
of  thirty-five  year  bonds  at  seven  per  cent 

To  accomplish  this  purpose,  it  is  recommended  that  the  lands  be 
vested  in  a  Board  of  Trustees,  consisting  of  the  Governor,  Comptrol- 
ler, Treasurer  and  Attorney  General,  and  shall  compose  a  projitTty, 
to  be  called  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund.  That  this  Board  tike 
io  charge  the  care  of  the  lands,  affix  prices,  make  sales,  adopt  suita- 
ble plans  for  disiinage  without  encroaching  upon  the  cash  funds,  in- 
vest tiie  proceeds  of  the  lands  in  safe  and  proper  securities,  invest 
also  the  sinking  fund,  direct  the  pa3m[ient  of  interest  as  it  falls  duo^ 
and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  ^proper  to  be  committed  to 
^em. 

When  twenty  miles  of  road  on  any  part  of  the  routed  indicated 
has  been  graded,  and  the  cross  ties  prepared  and  delivered  on  the 
groond,  it  is  recommended  that  the  Company  be  authorized  to  issue 
coupon  bonds  mnnlng  thirty  five  years,  aad  bearing  an  interest  not 
exceeding  seven  per  cent,  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars  per 
mile,  in  paymeat  for  iron  and  equipment,  and  not  to  be  valid  if  ap- 
plied to  any  other  use ;  and  that  the  Trustees  of  ihe  Internal  Im- 
provement Fund  be  authorized  to  certify  upon  said  bond  that  the 
iote.*est  will  be  paid  as  due,  out  of  the  funds  in  their  (rust,  if  not  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Company,  and  when  the  iron  has  been  laid  on  the 
first  twenty  miles,  and  a  farther  length  of  ten  miles  has  been  graded, 
and  the  cross  ties  delivered,  a  further  issue  of  bonds  in  same  ra^^io 
to  be  made,  and  so  on  in  sucoes^ve  Sectioos  of  ten  miles. 

To  ensure  the  due  attention  of  the  Company  to  the  payment  of 
the  interest,  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of  the  President  and  Board 
of  Directors,  under  suitable  penalties,  to  present  a  sworn  statement 
every  six  months  of  the  gross  receipts  of  the  part  of  the  road  cot)^- 
pleted,  and  the  expepses  of  working  and  maintaining  it,  and  to  pay 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Trustees, 
the  amount  of  interest  payable  upon  the  bonds  issued,  if  the  net  re- 
ceipts will  pay  the  said  interest,  besides  dividing  six  per  cent  among 
the  Stockholders,  upon  the  a«iount  paid  in  by  them.  But  \f  the  net 
receipts  do  not  amount  to  so  much,  then  the  Company  should  be  re- 
quired to  pay  in  fifty  per  cent,  or  one  half  of  the  net  earnings,  the 
remainder  to  be  divided  among  the  Stockholders.  This  arrangement 
is  made  to  encourage  Stock  subscriptions,  by  enabling  persons  of 
limited  estate  to  take  and  hold  Stock,  as  well  as  to  favor  ♦!»«  Couu- 
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ties  in  the  subsoriptions  hereafler  recommended  to  bo  authorized.-^! 
in  case  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund  should  be  requiren  to  pay 
for  any  deficiency  of  interest,  the  Company  should  be  required  to 
deliver  to  the  Trustees  stock  in  the  Road  to  an  equ<il  amount. 

To  guard  the  fund  from  being  called  upon  to  pay  interest  before 
the  iron  is  laid,  the  Company  should  be  required  to  deposit  the  fir^t 
semi-annual  instalment  of  interest  at  the  time  of  receiving  the  bonds, 
and  should  be  obligated  to  lay  the  iron  upon  the  sections  for  which 
the  bonds  are  issued  within  the  current  six  months. 

To  guard  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund  from  loss,  the  bonds  so 
issued  should  constitute  a  first  lien  upon  the  road,  equipment,  depots, 
warehouses,  workshops  and  franchise,  with  suitable  provisions  for 
enforcing  the  lien  in  rase  of  default. 

To  render  the  roads  of  certain  usefulness  to  the  State,  the  leading 
particulars  in  their  construction  should  be  specified,  ensuring  first 
class  roads ;  and  a  uniform  guage  and  arrangenient  for  through- 
trains,  should  be  required.  t 

It  will  be  perceived  that  under  the  system  proposed  there  can  be 
no  probable  ultimate  loss  to  the  fund ;  for  the  roads  and  appurtenan- 
ces would  certainly  be  worth  the  cost  of  the  iron  and  equipment  pre 
vided  for  them. 

Nor  would  the  fond  he  long  inactive  if  the  roads  proved  profits- 
ble ;  for  if  the  roads  were  able  to  pay  the  sinking  fund  instalment 
and  the  interest  upon  the  bonds,  by  investing  the  sinking  and  Inter 
nal  Improvement  Funds,  with  their  accumulating  interest,  in  the  goa 
ranteed  bonds,  it  wou]^  not  be  very  long  before  the  fund  would  be 
under  control  of  the  State.  To  expedite  this  result,  it  might  be  pro 
vided,  that  after  a  road  shall,  for  five  consecutive  years,  pay  the  sink 
ing  fund  instalnoent,  the  interest  upon  its  bonded  debt,  and  a  dividenc 
of  six  per  cent  to  the  Stockholders,  the  State  should  be  at  liberty  t( 
apply  the  accruing  interest  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund  t( 
other  objects,  so  long  as  the  roads  continue  to  make  the  same  in 
come. 

As  a  further  guard  to  the  interest  which  the  State  fund  will  hav( 
in  the  success  of  the  roads,  and  as  well  to  maintain  their  profitablenea 
as  to  make  fully  tributary  to  our  development  the  advantageons  geo 
graphical  position  of  the  State,  it  is  recommended  that  an  enactmen 
be  made  which  will  secure  these  routes  from  the  danger  of  riva 
lines,  by  which  the  trade  properly  tending  towards  them  might  h 
drawn  off.  While  it  would  not  become  us  to  refuse  to  commerce  i 
transit  through  our  limits,  it  is  still  allowable,  in  due  regard  to  thi 
best  interests  of  the  State,  to  secure,  as  far  as  may  be  consisten 
with  the  general  interests  and  rights  of  trade,  the  benefit  of  oar  posi 
tion  to  the  advantage  of  our  own  people.  Our  neighboring  State  c 
Georgia  has  laid  down,  at  the  last  session  of  her  Legislature,  th 
rule  of  her  government  upon  this  point,  in  the  following  words 
^*.  There  is  nothing  (says  her  Committee)  illiberal  or  selfish  in  the  de 


Digitized  by 


Google 


181 

termination  of  Georgia  to  seize  upon  those  gifts  of  nature  and  a 
bounteous  Providence,  which  seem  to  have  heen  so  exclusively  her 
own,  and  by  their  proper  and  judicious  use  to  secure  for  her  own 
people  the  greatest  possible  advantage.  Such  determination  is  in  no 
wise  incompatible  with  her  political  or  social  relations  to  oth^r 
States  or  thtir  inhabitants/*  and  they  quote  approvingly  the  remark 
of  Governor  Bigler  of  Pennsylvania,  in  his  last  Message  to  the  Le* 
gislature,  that  "  where  no  principle  of  commerce  is  violated,  i:  is  the 
right  and  duty  of  the  State  to  turn  her  natural  advantages  to  the 
promotion  of  the  views  and  welfare  of  the  State."  Without  exarait.-i 
iog  into  the  bearing  of  these  views,  we  quote  them  as  wortliy  to  he 
considered. 

To  induce  an  early  construction  of  the  roads,  it  might  be  provided 
that  no  Company  should  be  entitled  to  the  guaranteed  bonds  for  any 
part  of  their  route  not  constructed  within  five  years  from  the  date  of 
the  Act,  and  the  Companies  undertaking  should  be  required  to  com-* 
mence  their  work  by  grading  twenty  miles  within  two  years. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  bonds  are  allowed  to  bear  a  raaxi- 
mom  interest  of  seven  per  cent  Of  seventy-six  different  kinds  of 
Railroad  bonds,  issued  by  fif^y-two  different  Companies,  thirteen  pay 
an  annual  interest  of  six  percent.,  fifty -five  pay  seven  percent,  sev- 
en pay  eight  (>er  cent,  and  one  pays  ten  per  cent  Most  of  the 
Southern  and  Western  Railroad  bonds  range  from  seven  to  ten  per 
cent 

In  further  aid  of  the  system,  the  Board  recommend  that  the  Count 
ties  through  which  the  roads  pass  be  authorized  to  subscribe  for 
Stock  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  half  the  cost  of  constructing 
that  part  of  the  road  which  lies  within  their  limits,  and  that  the 
Towns  and  Cities  at  the  terminal  points,  and  on  the  route,  be  author- 
ized  to  subscribe  in  their  corporate  character,  without  limit  m  a-i 
mount,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Company.  Provided,  however,  in 
both  cases  the  subscription  be  sanctioned  by  the  vote  of  a  majority 
of  the  legal  voters  in  such  Counties,  Cities,  or  Towns,  who  may  vote ; 
and  that  if  bonds  are  issued  for  the  subscription,  the  Stock  shall  not 
be  assignable,  except  in  exchange  for  the  Stock  Bonds,  until  they 
are  cancelled,^  but  shall  be  held  as  a  collateral  security  for  the  dis-> 
charge  of  them.  If,  instead  of  issuing  Bonds,  the  Counties  or  Cities 
prefer  to  pay  in  their  due  instalments  as  called  for,  by  immediate  tax, 
the  holders  of  the  tax  receipt?,  either  as  original  parties  or  by  as- 
signment, should  be  entitled  to  receive  a  share  of  Stock  for 
every  hundred  dollars  of  tax  receipt 

This  mode  of  contributing  to  the  construction  of  Railroads  is 
practised  in  nearly  all  the  States,  especially  in  the  West  and  South, 
and  has  been  attended  with  very  favorable  effects. 

The  Railroad  Convention  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States, 
which  met  in  New  Orleans  in  1852,  in  which  were  represented  Lout 
^iana,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Florida,  Missouri^ 
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Arkansas,  Texas,  and  Georgia,  passed  unanimoasly   the   followng, 
among  other  Resolutions  : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  people,  whenever  thoy  may 
"  deem  it  proper,  to  subscribe  through  their  municipal  and  paro. 
"  chial  corporations  for  the  stock  of  Railroads  calculated  to  advance 
"their  interests,  and  that  the  Legislatures  of  the  different  States 
"  ought  by  law  to  authorize  their  cities,  parishes  and  counties  to 
''  make  such  subscriptions  when  desired  by  the  respective  inhabi- 
tants." 

As  contrasted  with  subscriptions  made  by  State  loans,  this  plan 
is  infinitely  preferable.  It  may  very  weU  happen  that  while  the 
contribution  for  a  State  loan  is  general  throughout  the  State,  the  ap- 
plication of  the  fund  may  be  very  partial  in  its  benefits,  and  controll- 
ed by  prevailing  influences  in  a  manner  utterly  valueless  to  a  large 
portion  of  the  tax  payers.  Every  person  who  parts  with  a  dollar 
lor  any  purpose  beyond  the  expenses  of  administering  government, 
should  have  a  direct  equivalent.  We  cannot  expect  unanimity  in 
any  case  of  taxation  or  appropriation ;  but  by  County  subscrip- 
tion, based  upon  a  popular  vote,  we  are  assured  the  investment 
is  not  without  local  interest  to  the  tax  payer  who  is  to  meet  tlie  lia- 
bility. The  tax  payers  who  are  to  answer  the  debt,  decide  the  ques- 
tion of  undertaking  the  debt ;  and  all  the  property  which  is  to  be  en- 
hanced in  value  by  the  improvement,  is  brought  into  fair  and  equal 
contribution.  It  is  the  only  means  by  which  the  lands  ol  absen- 
tees, and  the  unsold  lands  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they  may 
become  private  property  before  the  bonds  are  discharged,  can  be 
made  to  bear  its  due  proportion  of  the  burthen. 

The  course  is  clearly  a  just  one.  In  a  recent  discussion  of  the 
subject  by  a  Journal  devoted  to  Railroad  matters,  the  subject  is  well 
presented  in  the  following  terms  : 

''Every  person  in  a  community  living  near  a  Railroad,  is  benefitted 
nearly  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  property  he  possesses.  It  is 
just,  therefore,  that  the  benefit  and  burden  should  correspond  with 
each  other.  When  a  Railroad  is  built  by  individual  contribution,  a 
lew  make  all  the  sacrifices,  while  the  great  mass  reap  all  the  bene 
fit  Now  it  often  happens  that  those  who  are  the  best  able  to  con- 
tribute towards  a  Railroad,  do  the  least.  They  have  an  abundance 
already,  and  the  Road  is  not  necessary  to  their  abundance,  or  means 
of  comfort  or  pleasure.  They  believe  the  Road  must  and  will  be 
built,  whether  they  take  hold  or  not,  and  that  thoy  can  receive  alJ 
the  advantages  to  be^derived  from  it,  without  being  compelled  to  make 
any  sacrifice,  or  incur  any  risk.  The  only  way  to  make  such  mer 
contribute  to  an  enterprise,  is  to  tax  their  property  by  the  genera 
voice  of  the  community.  When,  therefore,  an  entire  community  an 
equally  benefitted  by  a  Railroad,  the  most  equitable  mode  of  raising 
the  necessary  means,  is  to  make  every  person  contribute  according 
to  the  extent  to  which  he  is  benefitted." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


183 

But  in  the  present  condition  of  the  Statd,the  occasion  for  such  aids  id 
unnsoally  imperative.  We  have  as  yet  but  limited  accumalations  o( 
money  capital,  bat  there  is  large  value  in  landed  and  other  property, 
which  is  unproductive  lor  want  of  the  very  advantages  that  Railroads 
will  afford.  The  plan  offers  a  means  by  which  this  inactive  capital 
may  be  developed  into  usefulness. 

£very  protection  to  the  Counties,  from  being  overburthened,  is 
secured,  by  limiting  the  authority  to  works  comprehended  in  this 
tystem,  and  by  confining  the  subscription  to  half  the  cost  of  con-' 
stmction  within  their  respective  limits. 

Nor  is  there  danger  of  inconsiderate  action.  For,  by  requirhig 
the  Commissioners  to  levy  an  annual  tax  to  meet  the  liability,  the 
voters  will  duly  reflect  before  assuming  a  burthen  which  is  to  bear 
at  once  upon  their  means. 

Nor  will  the  benefits  be  unworthy  the  sacrifice^ .  The  increased 
talae  of  property  consequent  upon  the  improvement,  will  be  more 
than  the  liability  ;  and  the  stock  received  in  lieu  will,  by  its  dividends 
and  value,  balance  the  bonds  and  interest  as  soon  as  the  work  is  in 
useful  operation.  The  very  expense  saved  annually  in  transportation 
of  the  exports  and  imports  of  a  County,  would  generally  be  more 
than  the  outlay  for  the  interest  of  a  subscription,  even  in  cases  where 
tlie  maximum  subscription  allowed  by  the  Act  was  made. 

The  Board  believe  that  the  adoption  of  the  svstem  they  recom- 
mend, will  result  in  the  early  construction  of  all  the  roads  contem- 
plated by  it 

With  the  concurrence  of  the  Committees  on  Internal  Improvement 
of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Board  have  prepared 
a  Bill  that  will  carry  out  the  views  they  present,  which  bill  has  been 
examined  and  approved  by  the  Attorney  General,  and  which  is  re- 
spectfully submitted  as  a  part  of  their  report 

In  conclusion,  we  recommend  that  the  Board,  being  no  longer  ne- 
cessary, if  the  proposed  plan  is  adopted,  be  abolished  as  a  Board,  the 
State  Engineer  only  being  retained ;  and  the  Board  take  the  occa- 
aon  to  exiH-ess  their  high  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which  this 
officer  has  discharged  his  duties,  and  as  his  labors  will  be  much  in- 
creased by  the  plan  proposed,  they  doubt  not  that  his  continued  useful- 
ness will  secure  him  a  permanent  public  favor. 

DAVID  L.  YULEE, 
JAMES  T.  ARCHER, 
RICHARD  H.  LONG. 
A.  S.  BALDWIN, 
JOHN  C.  PELOT. 


Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brinson,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  co^es  of  said  Message,  and  accompanying  Report  and  BilU 
were  owlered  to  be  printed. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Ep{>es,  the  order  to  print  the  above  Message 
Rej)oit  and  Bill  was  re-considered. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  the  President  introduced  a 
Bill  in  relation  to  Internal  Improvement,  sent  to  the  Senate  by  hia 
Excellency  the  Governor. 

Mr.  Bird  moved  that  seventy-five  copies  of  said  Bill,  and  &ye  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  Message  and  Report  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Lu 
provement,  be  piinted ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Myrick 
and  Provence,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mn  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Filer,  Hawes,  Long  and 
Provence — 7. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brinson,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Nichol- 
son, Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — ^9. 

So  said  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Brinson  moved  that  8eventy.five  copies  of  said  Bill,  and  twc 
hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Message  and  Report  of  the  Board  oi 
Intemal  Improvement,  be  printed ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  na^^s  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Myricli 
and  Provence,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filer 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smithy  Tracy  and 
Wynn— 14* 

Nays — Messrs.  Gillis  and  Myrick- — 2. 

So  said  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Provence  moved  tliat  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
contract  with  a  printer  for  printing  the  above  order; 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Sapp,  oi 
Madison  County ; 

Was  road  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

House  Resolution  requesting  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  tlie  Indian  Agent  in  Florida,  for  the  delivery  of  a  negro  man  be- 
longing to  B.  M.  Dell,  of  Florida ; 

VVas  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

House  Resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  compensate  James 
D.  Westcott  for  services  in  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  for   other  purposes  ; 

Was  read  the  firet  time  ,the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  time,  and 
on  motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations. 

House  amendment  to  Senate  bill  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Wil- 
liam Webb  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  Escambia  Bay ; 

Was  read  and  concurred  in  by  tlie  Senate. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 
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Eogrosaed  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  stttlioriie  Saittnel  D.  HowaO 
of  Marion  County,  to  aasome  iix0  flumagement  of  bis  own  estate  j 

Waa  read  the  third  time^  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage^  tti0 
tote  waa : 

Yeas — Mr.  President^  Afesenu  Bird,  Cone^  Eppea^  FUor^  Gillisi 
Long,  Mjriek,  Nicholson  and  Traey^— 10« 

Niys^— Messrs.  Brinson^  Hawes^  Hofddns^  Protenee  and  Smith 
-^. 

So  said  bin  passed,  title  as  stated* 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repre^enta^ 
ttre& 

Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  reraote  the  obstruedons  to 
tbe  navigatioa  of  the  Suwannee  Rhrer ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  i]i0 
fotewas: 

Teas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  F^or^ 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Pnovencst,  Smibi  Tracy  tfndWynii 

Naya— Mr.  Oaiia-L 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated^ 

Ordered  that  tiie  same  be  certified  to  (he  Htfuse  of  Representatives* 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  exfJanatory  of  the  aeveral  acts  in  re^ 
Istion  to  diemignitioA  oif  negroes  or  free  persons  of  color  into  Key 
West; 

Wasread  the  first  time  and  orderadfora  aeeond  reading  on  to* 

BiOITDW. 

A  biH  to  be  entitled  An  a<5t  to  create  a  State  Librarian ; 

Wasread  tiie  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  rea<ung  OH  to^ 
Borrow. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  laomiagf  10 
o'clock. 


SATDRDAT,  Deceoiber  23, 1864. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjouitonent 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  ofilcSated  as  Chaplain^ 

On  motion,  the  reacbig  of  the  Journal  was  diquensed  witL 

The  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  House  amradment  to  Senate 
B31  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  William  Wefab  to  establish  a  Feny 
across  the  Escambia  Bay ; 

Was  trsBsmitted  to  the  House  of  Rispresentatives. 

The  following  Bills  which  had  passed  i^e  Senate,  were  transmit- 
ted to  tiie  House  of  Rem-esentatives,  viz; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitiecC  An  Act  to  authorize  Samuel  D.  Howse,  of 
MarioQ  County,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate; 
24  S 
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A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  reraeve  the  obstrjctions  to  1 
Navigation  of  the  Suwannee  River ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  Oiganize  tfie  County 
Volusia ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  Refief  of  die  Town 
Quincy ; 

House  B31  to  he  entitled,  An  Act  to  permanently  locate  the  Coi 
House  of  Hernando  County,  with  amendnoent 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  House  Bill  to  be  entitled.  Ad  Act  mi 
ing  additional  appropriations  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Crimii 
Prosecutions,  and  for  payment  of  Jurors  and  Witnesses  for  the  i 
cal  years  1853  and  1854 ; 

Was  taken  from  the  table  and  placed  among  the  Orders  of  t 
Day. 

Mr.  Filor,  from  the  Committee  on  Engroflsed  Bfllsy  made  tfie  fl 
lowing  Report : 

The  CoRHnfttee  on  Engrossed  Bitts  have  exanuoed  the  foDowi 
Bills,  and  find  them  correctly  engrossed : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  Abolish  die  Ofllce  of  State  £ 
gineer  and  Geologist ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  mstitation  of  Sn 
before  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Santa  Rosa  County ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  Regvlate  the  Performance  of  tl 
Duties  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State^  and  to  change  the  tin 
and  place  for  holding  the  Terms  thereof; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  minting  tibe  Right  of.  Appeal  fro 
the  Judges  and  Orders  of  tike  Board  of  Coantj  CommissioDen 
the  Circuit  Court ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Lagojon  and  Pe 
dido  Canal  Company. 

Respectfully  sabmitted, 

JAMES  FnX)R, 
Chakman. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  Bills  placed  among  the  Orders  ci  ti 
Day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  empower  die  County  Commissio] 
ers  of  Wakulla  County  to  levy  a  Tax  for  the  purpose  of  building 
Coral;  House  in  said  County ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  said  BUI  by  adding  the  following  Se 
tion: 

"  Sec.  2.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  diis  Act  riiaH  not  contim 
in  force  longer  than  two  years" ; 

Whieh  motion  was  adopted,  and  tiie  Bill  as  ameided  was  read  d 
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«ee»ttd  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  oa 
Wednesday  next 

House  Resolution  asking  that  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  Entry ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  as  amendea,  and  adopted. 

Ordered  tliat  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa* 
thres. 

House  Resolution  requesting  an  Order  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  the  Indian  Agent  in  Florida  for  the  delivery  of  a  negro  man,  be* 
longing  to  B.  M.  Dell,  of  Florida ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Wednesday  next 

Hoose  Bdl  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  John  Sapp,  of 
Madison  County ; 

Was  read  the  second  tinie»  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Wednesday  next 

A  Bill  t6  be  entitled.  An  Act  explanatory  of  the  sereral  Acts  in 
relation  to  the  Migration  of  Negroes  or  Free  Persons  of  Color  into 
the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reacfing  on  Wednesday  next 

A  bill  to  be  entaded.  An  Act  to  create  a  State  Librarian ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr«  Myrick^  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  Bill,  Mr.  Provence 
in  the  Chain 

After  some  time  tpent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  through 
their  Chairman  reported  progress^  and  asked  leave  ta  sit  again ; 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  said  Bill  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 

Hoase  Resolution  relative  to  extra  compensation  of  the  Clerk  in 
the  office  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Myrick  moved  its  indefinite  postponement ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Eppes 
and  Gillis,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Nicholson 
and  Smith— 7. 

Nays — Mr.  Preadent,  Messrs.  Cone,  Criglar,  Filor,  Hawes,  Pro- 
vence and  Wynn— 7. 

So  said  motion  was  lost 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes,  said  Resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts. 

House  Bill  to  be  entided.  An  Act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the 
Port  of  Bay  Port; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on 
Wednesday  next 

House  Resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  turn  over  sixty 
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others; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represent 
fives* 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived  to  permit  Mr,  Brinson  to  mai 
^e  following  motions : 

Mr.  Btinson  moved  that  Mr.  Wynn  be  excused  from  attendant 
on  the  Senate  until  tlie  tliird  of  January ; 

Upon  which  flie  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Pn 
yence  and  Eppes,  and  were : 

Yeas-^Mr,  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hawc 
Jliong,  Nicholson  and  Wynn— 9. 

Nays-^Messrs,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Frorenee  ai 
3mith— 7. 

So  Mr-  Wynn  was  excused, 

Mr.  Brinson  moved  that  Mr.  Bird  be  excused  from  attendance  u 
fil  Taesday  next ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs,  Epp 
imd  Provence,  and  were : 

f    YeasF^Mr,  President,  Messrs,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Filor,  Gill 
llaweSy  Hopkins,  Long,  Nicholson,  Smitii,  Tracy  and  Wynn— 13. 

Nays-^Messrs.  Eppes,  Myrick  and  Provence-*^. 

So  Mr.  Bird  was  excused. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr,  Long,  from  the  Coram 
fee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  aod  report  as  cc 
l^tly  enrolled  the  following : 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  C,  A,  Hentz ; 

Abo,  An  Act  to  repeal  An  Act  amendatory  of  An  Act  to  establi 
|i  Mayor's  Court  in  the  city  of  Apalachicola ; 

Also,  An  Act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  the  Counties  of  Putna 
and  Marion  \ 

Also,  An  Act  to  allow  th^  Supreme  and  Circuit  Courts  to  hold  e 
ini  Terms} 

Also,  An  Act  hi  relation  to  evidence ; 

Also,  An  Act  to  establish  a  Ferry  at  Brown's  Ferry,  jn  Jacks' 
Connly; 

A)so,  An  Act  to  enforce  the  laws  against  the  violations  of  the  Sa 
bath  dajp  in  Atpnroe  County. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A,  LONG, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills, 

Which  was  read, 

Honse  Bill  to  make  additional  appropriations  to  defray  the  expenE 
of  Criminal  Prosecutions,  and  for  the  payment  of  Jurors  and  Sta 
Wit^es89S  for  the  fiscal  ^ears  1853  and  1954  i 
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♦  Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  Aird  time  by 
its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  C'one,  Criglar,  Filor,  Gillis, 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myricii,  Nicholson,  Smith,  Tracy  and 
Wjnn— 14. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  Bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  institution 
of  suits  before  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Santa  Rosa  County ; 

Was  read  the  thin.1  time. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Long  offered  the  follow- 
ing  special  amendment : 

Strike  out  the  word  "  cited,"  and  insert  in  its  stead  the  word  "  civiL** 

Which  was  agreed  to. 
"  Mr.  Provence  moved  the  following  additional  section : 

Sbc.  2'  Be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  privileges  granted  in  the 
foregoing  Section  to  Santa  Rosa  County,  be  and  they  are  hereby  ex- 
tended to  every  County  in  the  State. 

Mr,  Tracy  moved  the  following  amendment  to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment of  Mr,  Provence : 

''  Except  so  far  as  It  relates  to  the  Counties  of  Columbia  and  Nas- 
sau." 

Mn  Provence  asked  leave  to  withdraw  said  amendment; 

Which  was  granted. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  Bill,  the  vote  wag : 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes^  Filor,  Gillis, 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Provence,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Nicholson  and  Smitii — 2. 

So  said  Bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  abolish  the  office  of  State 
Engineer  and  Geologist 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr,  Provence  moved  to  lay  the  Bill  upon  the  table ; 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Bronson  and  Hopkins,  and  were : 

Yeas^-Mcssrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Hawes  and  Provence — 5. 

Najs — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Long, 
Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 9. 

So  the  Bill  was  not  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr,  Provence  gave  notice  that  at  a  future  time  he  Would  enter  his 
protest  against  the  vote  just  tiiken. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  tliird  time  and  upon  the  question  of  its  pas- 
sage, the  vote  was : 
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Yeaa — Mr.  President,  MeBsrs.  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppos,  Filor,  Gill 
Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brinson,  Hawes  and  Provence — 3. 

So  said  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represent 
tives. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  performam 
ef  the  duties  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State  and  to  change  tl 
time  and  place  for  holding  the  terms  thereof^ 

Came  ap  on  its  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Myrick  its  furtlier  consideration  was  postpone 
until  Wednesday  next 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Lagcn 
and  Perdido  Canal  Company ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  ti 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,  I 
lor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy— 1 

Nays — None. 

So  said  Bill  passed,'  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represent 
tives. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  granting  the  right  of  Appe 
from  the  Judges  and  orders  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissione 
to  the  Circuit  Court ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  tl 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Filor,  Hawe 
Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smitii  and  Tracy — 12. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  tlie  House  of  Represent 
tives. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Wednesday  morning,  1 
o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  27,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev,  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Journal 
Saturday  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  which  had  passed  theSeoat 
were  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz  : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  aot  to  Incorporate  the  Lagoon  an4  Perc 
do  Canal  Company ; 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  lostttotlon  of  Soits 
before  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Santa  Rosa  Countj ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  the  right  of  appeal  from  the 
Judges  and  Orders  of  the  Board  of  County  Cooiniissioners  to  the 
Circuit  Court ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  State  Engineer 
and  Geologist ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  making  additional  appropriations 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  Criminal  Prosecutions  and  for  the  payment 
of  Jurors  and  State  Witneises  for  the  fiscal  years  1853  and  1854; 

House  Resolution  authotizing  the  Governor  to  tarn  over  sixty 
muskets  and  accoutrements  to  the  Florida  Independent  Blues  and 
others ; 

House  Resolution  asking  tliat  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  Entry 
with  "  enclosed  amendments." 

The  following  Bills  which  had  passed  both  Houses  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  and  had  been  duly  enrolled  and  signed,  were  transmit- 
ted  for  approval  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  via: 

An  act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  the  Counties  of  Putnam  and 
Marion ; 

An  act  to  allow  the  Supreme  and  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State  to 
hold  extra  terms,  whenever  the  regular  terms  cannot  be  safely  held 
in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  any  contagious  disease  at  the 
time  and  place  or  places  appointed  by  law  for  holding  the  regular 
terms ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  C.  A.  Hentz ; 

An  act  to  establish  a  ferry  at  Brown's  Ferry  in  Jackson  County ; 

An  act  to  enforce  the  laws  against  violations  of  the  Sabbath  Day 
in  Monroe  County  ; 

An  act  in  relation  to  Evidence  ; 

An  act  to  repeal  Section  Four  of  An  act  amendatory  of  an  act  to 
establish  and  organize  a  Mayor's  Court  for  the  City  of  Apalachicola, 
approved  January  5th ,  1853. 

Mr.  Flawes  presented  the  memorial  of  Citizens  of  Putnam  County, 
in  relation  to  a  loan  of  money  from  the  State  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  jail  for  said  County  ; 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Filor  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  made  the  fol* 
lowiog  report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  have  examined  the  following 
Bills  and  find  the  same  correctly  Engrossed  : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  explanatory  of  the  several  Acts  in  re- 
lation to  the  migration  of  negroes  or  free  persons  of  color  into  Key 
West 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  the  County  Commission* 
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era  of  Wakulla  County  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  building 
Court  House  in  said  County. 

ReBpectfulIy  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR, 
Chairman. 
Which  was  read,  and  the  Bills  {>laced  among  the  ortlers  of  tl 
day. 

The  following  message  was  received    from  the    House  of  Repr 
sentatives : 

HorsB  or  RaPHBSBNTATivEa,  December  22,  1854. 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sib  : — 'The  House  has  ordered  the  printing  of  500  copies  of  tl 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Internal  IniproYernent,  and  100  copies  of 
Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a  liberal  sj 
tern  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State. 
Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 

Clerk  Ho,  Reps, 


Whieh  was  read. 
Also  the  following: 


House    OF  REPRfeSENTATIVES,  I 


December  23,  1854. 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sib  :^-*The  following  Biil^  and  Resolutions  have  passed  the  Houe 

A  Bill  to  be  entllledAn  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  borrc 
money  to  redeem  the  outstanding  State  Scrip  issued  under  the  act 
the  7th  of  January,  1853 : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  define  the  Boutidary  Lines  of  Dai 
and  Nassau  Counties ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  extending  the  time  authorizing  Geor; 
H.  Tresp^r  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River  at  CI 
Landing,  and  for  otiier  purposes ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  legalizing  the  proceedings  of  i 
Judge  of  Probate  of  St  Lucie  County  ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prrivide  for  the   relinquishment 
the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  title  to,  and  jurisdiction  over  Ian 
for  sites  of  Light  Houses,  and  for  other  purposes,  on   the  coast  a 
Walters  of  this  State  ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  unite  the  offices  of  SheriflT  a 
Tax  Assessor  and  Collector  in  Hernando  and   Escambia  Countie 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Pilots  a 
Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola  ; 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  declare  Indian  River  a  Port  of  I 
livery ; 

Resolutions  making  appropriation  for  repairs  on  the  Capitol; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  t 
Harbor  and  Bay  of  Apalachicola,  without  amendment ; 
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Setiate  Bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  governing  Judges  of  Probates  ia 
eertain  cases,  with  the  following  amendment,  viz : 

Add  the  following  additional  sections : 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  liereafier  every  Jadge  oi  Pro- 
bate shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  give  bond 
with  two  sufficient  sureties,  in  a  sum  to  be  fixed  by  the  County 
Commissioners,  not  less  than  five  Iiundrrd  nor  more  than  five  thous* 
and  dollars  to  the  Governor  and  his  successors  in  office,  conditioned 
in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  which  bond  shall  be  approved 
by  the  County  Commissioners,  and  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  bond  may  be  proseeated 
or  sued  upon  from  time  to  time  in  the  name  of  the  Governor,  for  the 
use  of  any  person  or  persons  interested  or  aggrieved. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  when  ihe  Judge  of  Probate 
shall  find  it  necessary  to  take  charge  of  Estates,  be  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  fees  and  commissions  now  allowed  by  law  to  administra- 
tors and  guardians. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  enti'led  An  act  irt  relation  to  slaves  and  free  per- 
sons  of  color,  with  the  following  amendments,  viz: 

Strike  out  the  words  "ten  dollors"  in  the  2(3th  line  of  the  2d  sec- 
tion, and  insert  "  one  hundred  dollars,  and  thirty  days  imprisonment, 
or  thirty-nine  stripes  on  their  bare  back  ;" 

Insert  the  word  "  oral"  between  the  words  "prohibit"  and  "  reli- 
gious" in  the  31st  line  of  the  2d  section  ; 

Senate  Bill  to  consolidate  the  oflice  of  Sheriff  and  Tax  Assessor 
and  Collector  of  Jackson  County,  with  tlie  following  amendments, 
vir: 

Strike  out  section  4  ; 

Amend  the  title  by  inserting  the  words  "  to  be  entitled  An  act," 
after  theword"  bill;" 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port 
of  Key  Wpst,  with  the  following  amendments,  viz: 

Insert  the  word  "section"  before  the  figures  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  ia 
the  margin,  and  after  said  figures  insert  the  words  '*  Be  it  further 
enacted,  That;" 

Strike  out  figures  "7  and  8  in  the  margin  ;" 

Strike  out  figure  "  9"  in  the  margin  and  insert  "Section  7.  Be  U 
further  enacted,  That;" 

Strike  out"  10"  in  the  margin  and  insert  **  Section  81  Be  U further 
enacted,  That." 

In  all  which  amendments,  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  is  respect- 
fully requested. 

Very  Respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 

CTL  House  Rep's. 

Which  was  read. 
25  S 
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Ordered  that  the  HooBe  Bills  and  Resolutions  be  placed  ami 
the  orders  of  the  day,  and  the  Senate  Bills  be  Enrolled. 

Also  the  following : 

House  of  Reprksentatives,  ) 
December  27,  1854.  \ 

Hon.  H.  Y.  Snkll^ 

President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir: — The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  have  passed  ibe  Ho 
Tiz: 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  hold  the  Courts  of  Orange  Cou 
at  Mellonville ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  abduction  and  «sc 
of  Slaves  from  this  State; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  periods  now  fixed 
law  for  the  payment  of  Taxes,  and  for  the  settlements  of  Tax  ( 
lectors ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  admit  Anderson  J.  Peeler  to  pi 
tice  law  in  the  several  Courts  of  this  State ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  concerning  Re 
and  Highways  in  this  State ; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  Charles  H.  Lc 
worth  of  Gadsden  County,  to  manage  his  own  estate  ;  and 

Senate  Resolutions  in  relation  to  a  mail  route  from  Tallahas 
by  the  way  of  Sopchoppy,  in  Wakulla  County,  to  White  Bluff 
PicketBvilie,  at  the  mouth  of  Crooked  River  on  the  Apalachii 
Bay; 

The  House  has  concurred  in  Senate  amendment  to  House  bil 
be  entitled  An  act  to  permanently  locate  the  Court  House  of  I 
nando  County. 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  Representative 

Which  was  read. 

Ordired  that  the  House  Bills  and  Resolutions  be  placed  am 
the  orders  of  the  day,  and  the  Senate  Bills  and  Resolutions  be 
rolled. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  performs 
of  the  duties  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  and  to  change 
time  and  place  lor  holding  the  terms  thereof; 

Was  read  the  third  time«  and  npon  the  question  of  its  passage, 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopl 
Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence  and  Tracy — 9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes  and  Long — 5. 

So  die  bill  pissied— title  as  stated. 
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Ordered  that  the  sLma  be  certified  to  th«  House  of  Repro8enta«> 
tives. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the 
Port  of  Bavport; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr,  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Branson,  Cone,  Criglar, 
Eppes,  Gillis,  Hawes>  Hopkins,  Long,  My  rick,  Nichobon,  Provence 
and  Tracy — 14. 

Naj's — None.  '    • 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  tbe  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock, 
P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M, 

Hie  Sennte  resumed  Its  session,     A  quorum  present. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Sapp  of 
Madison  County ; 

WsLB  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was ; 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Bird^CriglaryFilor,  GiUls, 
Hawes,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson  and  Tracy— IL 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  bo  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

House  resolution  requesting  an  orderfrom  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  the  Indian  Agent  in  Florida,  for  the  delivery  of  a  negro  man  be- 
longing to  B.  M.  Dell  of  Florida ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage^ 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brtnson,  Criglar,  Filer,  Gillis, 
Hawes,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson  and  Tracy — 10. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  resolution  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa^ 
tives. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for,  and  encourage  a  liber- 
al system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State; 

VVas  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  time  by 
its  U:le,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Internal  Improvements, 

Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  the  County  Com 
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tnissioners  of  Wakulla  Conntj  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  biul( 
Ing  a  Coart  House  in  said  Count}' ; 

Was  read  the  third  time^  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  th 
rote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Crlglar,  Filor,  GiUi 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  My  rick,  Nicholson  and  Tracy — 12. 

Nays — None.  ,  ^^^ 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represent: 
tives. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  explanatory  of  the  sever: 
acta  in  relation  to  the  migration  of  negroes  or  free  persons  of  col( 
into  Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  ti: 
Tote  was: 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Criglar,  Filor,  Gilli 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence  and  Tracj- 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represent 
tives. 

On  motion,  the  role  was  waived,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  tl 
following  bills  were  taken  from  the  table  and  placed  among  tl 
Orders  of  the  Day,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  set  to  create  a  State  Librarian  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensatii 
the  several  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  this  State. 

House  amendments  to  Senate  bill  entitled  An  act  govemio 
Jodges  of  Probate  in  certain  cases ; 

Were  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  Senate  refused 
concur  in  said  amendments. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represent 
tives 

House  amendments  to  Senate  bill  to  consolidate  the  office  of  She 
iflf  and  Tax  Assessor  and  Collector  of  Jackson  County ; 

Were  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  Senate  refused  to  co 
car  in  said  amendmetit,  so  for  as  to  **  strike  out  section  four,''  ai 
concurred  in  amendment  to  the  title  of  Bald  bill. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represent 
tives. 

House  amendments  to  Senate  bill  entitled  An  act  to  amend  i 
act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

Were  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Filor,  the  Senate  concurred 
Mid  amendments. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represent 
throt* 
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e  amendments  to  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation 

8  and  free  persons  of  color ; 

I  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  Senate   refused  to 

in  the  amendments  proposed  in  the  20th  line  of  the  second 

and  concarred  in  the  amendments  proposed  in  the  31st  line 

section. 

red  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 

e  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relinquishment 
United   States  in  ceitain  cases  title   to  and  jurisdiction  over 
r  sites  of  Light  Houses  and  for  other  purposes  on  the  coast 
:ers  of  this  State  ; 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 

e  bi'l  to  be  entitled   An  act  extending  the  time  authorizing 
H.  Tre8per  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River 
Landing  and  for  other  purposes ; 
read  the  first  time. 

lotion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  the  bill  read 
ond  and  third  lime  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its 
,  the  vote  was : 

— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes, 
rillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson  and  Tracj 

— None. 

e  bill  passed — titln  as  stated. 

red  that  the  Sf  me  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa* 

e  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  bor- 
nej  to  redeem  the  outstanding  State  Script  issued  under  the 
he  7th  January,  1853 ; 
read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to* 

e  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  unite  the  oflices  of  SheriflTand 
sessor  and  Collector  in  Hernando  and  Escambia  Counties ; 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to* 

c  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act.  to  legalize  the  proceedings  of  the 

i'  Probate  of  St.  Lucie  County ; 

read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 

e  Resolution  making  appropriations  for  repairs ^on  the  Capi- 

read  the  first  tinie,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to* 

e  bill  to  be  cmi titled  An  act  to  define  the  boundary  lines  of 
,od  Nassau  Counties; 
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Was  roAd  the  firet  lime ;  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  tho  rule  v 
waived,  the  bill  read  the  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  U 
Select  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Tracy  a 
Hawes. 

House  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  declare  Indian  River  a  P 
of  Delivery ; 

Was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brinson,  the  rule  was  waived,  the  Resoltiti 
read  ihe  second  and  third  time  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  questi 
of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeafr— Mr.  Piesident,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Fil 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  My  rick,  Nicholson,  Provence  i 
Tracy— 14. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Resolution  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represei 
lives. 

On  motion,   the  rule   was  waived,  and  Mr.  Provence   from 
Committee  on  Federal  Relations  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Federal  Relations  to  whom  was  referred  a  E 
olution  "  authorizing  the  Governor  to  compensate  James  D.  Wc 
cott  for  services  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and 
other  purposes,''  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  resp< 
fully 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  communicated  with  Mr,  Papy,  the  Attorney  G 
eral,  concerning  the  matter,  and  have  received  from  him  the  foIi< 
ing  communication,  viz : 

Attorney  Gexeral's  Office,   ) 
Tallahassee,  December  27,  1854. ) 
Hon.  D.    Provence,  Chair^n  pro  tern. 

Committee  on  Federal  Relations: 

Sir  : — I  have  received  your  note  of  yesterday's  date,  and  in  re 
to  the  enquiries  propounded  to  me,  have  to  state,  that  I  consider  it 
portant  to  the  interest  of  this  State  to  have  the  services  of  the  B 
J.  D.  Westcott  in  the  cause  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
S.,  between  Florida  and  Georgia,  to  settle  the  question  of  boundary 
tween  the  two  States,  not  only  becauseof  the  value  of  such  service 
the  abstract,  but  because  from  the  great  research,  and  the  intin 
knowledge  which  Mr.  Westcott  possesses,  in  reference  to  all  tlie  mat 
of  fact  and  of  law  connected  with  the  subject,  he  is  better  quail 
to  present  the  question  in  behalf  of  Florida  than  any  person  I  cc 
designate  who  has  not  had  the  same  opportunities  for  investigal 
the  subject,  and  the  same  access  to  the  various  sources  of  infori 
lion. 

I  am  informed  that  the  records  in  the  Executive  Office  show  1 
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estcott  was  origiiuilly  engaged  in  the  caw  by  Gov.  Moseley 
ntinued  by  Gov.  Brown,  and  also  tlmt  the  bill  now  on  file  was 
id  by  Mr.  VV estcott  after  devoting  much  time  and  labor  to 
k. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

M.  D.  PAPY. 
ch  sets  forth  sufRcicnt   reasons   for    passing   the  resolution, 
re,  your  Committee  recommend  its  passage. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

DANX.  BIRD,  Sen., 

Chairman, 
ich  was  read,  and  Resolution  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 

motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Myrick,  from  the  Com- 
on  Schools  and  Colleges,  made  the  following  report : 

ir  Comn)ittee,  in  taking  the  subject  of  Schools  and  Colleges 
>nsideration,  most  respectfully  represent  that  they  have  exam- 
\e  Report  of  the  Register  of  Public  Lands,  who  is  the  Super- 
ent  of  Conunon  Schools,  and  find  the  affairs   of  the   several 

in  a  most  flourishing  and  prosperous  condition,  and  invite  the 
St  scrutiny. 
>n  further   examination   into    the   affairs   of  these   respective 

however,  we  do  not  arrive  at  so  favorable  a  conclusion.     We 

to  the  report  of  the  Treasurer.  We  find  in  that  report  that  a 
amount  of  the  Seminary  Fund  has  been  directed  from  its  mu- 
it  purposes,  by  lending  it  to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
r  certain  indebtness  of  the  State,  known  as  the  Indian  Hostili- 
lereby  placing  said  fund  in  a  position  rendering  it  unavailable. 
Committee  fear  that  great  inconvenience  may  arise,  and  se- 
litficulty  be  found  in  reimbursing  the  Treasury  of  the  State 
he  source  that  it  seems  to  rely  upon.      The  Committee  are 

that  the  amount  loaned  from  this  fund  was  under  the  sanction 
\%  and  Uike  great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  fact,  that 
ime  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  State  Treasurer.  We  would  not 
isidered  either  as  condenming  the  action  of  the  Legislature, 
>  most  sincerely  regret  that  so  unfortunate  an  occurrence  has 
ned,  as  to  be  even  necessary  that  any  part  of  said  fund  should 
'erted  from  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  granted.  The  loan 
on  its  face,  by  the  Report  of  tlie  Treasurer,  a  loan  to  the  State 
Drida,  but  seems  to  look  entirely  to  the  United  States  for  the 
ent  of  the  same.  Your  Conmiittee  fear  that  the  wish  that  the 
may  be  actually  paid  by  the  United  States,  may  not  prove  far- 
o  tlie  thought. 

e  School  Fund  too  has  shared  a  like  blow ;    not  so  large  in 
nt  it  is  true,  but  equally  fatal  in  its  results, 
ur  Committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  enter 
most  solemn  protest  agamst  any  like  act  of  legislation,  where- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


300 

by  any  portion  of  the  School  or  Seminary  Fund  may  be  divert* 
from  its  true  intent  and  meaning.  We  would  not  be  so  understoc 
as  to  desire  that  said  fund  sliall  not  be  so  invested,  as  to  bring  in! 
the  respective  funds  such  a  rate  of  interest  as  shall  have  been  befoi 
received,  but  do  on  the  contrary  recommend  tliat  so  much  of  sa 
fund  as  remains  safe  and  secure  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Treasure 
be  speedily  lent  out  to  the  Counties  in  the  State,  for  such  purposi 
as  they  may  desire,  or  invested  in  stocks  that  are  seUing  at  par  ( 
premium,  as  seems  to  have  been  the  case  uj>on  other  occasions. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  plan  now  adoptt^d  by  tl 
Register  of  Public  Lands,  as  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  is 
most  excellent  one,  and  that  time  only  is  required  to  dovelope  itsel 
to  the  great  advantage  of  the  system  of  education  adopted  for  oi 
sparsely  settled  people.  The  law  passed  at  the  last  Session  of  tl 
Legislature,  authorizing  the  location  of  two  Seminaries  of  Leaniin 
one  East  and  tlie  other  West  of  the  Suwannee,  has  only  been  ca 
ried  out  so  far  as  the  East  is  concerned,  and  your  Committee,  iu  tJ 
absence  of  tlie  report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  designate 
place  for  tlie  location  of  said  Seminary  West,  beg  leave  to  report  th 
in  their  opinion  the  location  of  said  Seminary  of  Learning  any  whe 
W^st  of  the  Suwannee,  cannot  be  effected,  and  give  that  satisfactii 
to  parties  interested  as  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  demand 
and  being  perfectly  satisfied  that  tlie  Act  of  Congress  granting  ti 
means  to  carry  into  requisition  so  great  and  desirable  an  object,  ea 
by  the  influence  and  representations  of  our  delegation  in  Co 
gress,  be  so  alt^^red  as  to  suffer  and  require  the  same  to  be  appropri 
ted  to  Seminaries  of  Learning  in  Florida,  East  and  West  of  the  S 
wan  nee. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  in  the  absence  of  any  report  from  t! 
Commissioners  so  ajipointed  to  locate  said  Seminary,  and  believii 
tliat  the  interest  of  all  parts  of  the  State  can  be  more  fully  subsei 
ed  and  carried  out  for  die  general  good  of  our  young  State,  by  i 
curing  each  and  every  County  a  part  of  said  fund,  for  the  purpc 
of  establishing  a  County  Seminary,  suggest  that  the  present  Legisl 
ture  dissent  from  any  attempt  to  locate  said  Seminary,  but  wait  t 
action  of  Congress  now  in  session.  And  to  that  end,  feeling  \n 
fectly  satisfietl  that  the  views  entertained  by  your  Committee  can 
effected  by  tlie  means  proposed  in  their  report,  beg  leave  to  prese 
the  following  resolution,  and  ask  tlie  passage  of  tlie  same  by  tlie  Se 
ate,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  i 
subject 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  T.  MYRICK,  ChairmarL 

Resolved  by  the  Senai>e  and  House  of  Rept^esefiiathcs  of  the  Sk 
of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened.  That  our  Representati 
and  Senators  in  Congress  be,  and  they  arc  hereby  requested  to  pr 
cure  an  amendment  to  the  law  passed  by  Congress  appro[)riaUi 
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in  Florida  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  two  Seminaries  of 
»g,  so  or  in  such  a  way  as  that  the  proceeds  of  said  Lands 
applied  to  Seminaries  of  Learn iag  in  the  State  of  Florida  in- 
f  two  Seminaries  of  Learning,  as  is  now  the  case. 
ch  was  read,  the  report  concurred  in,  and  the  resolation 
among  the  Orders  of  the  Day  for  to-morrow. 
Long,  from  the  same  Committee,  made  the  following  minori- 
rt: 

undersigned,  one  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Senate 
le  subject  of  "  Schools  and  Colleges,"  begs  leave  to  express 
ent  to  tlie  Report  of  the  majority  of  said  Committee,  as  made 
Senate  through  their  Chairman.  The  policy  of  the  State  in 
I  to  said  Seminary,  as  expressed  in  the  Act  of  January  24, 
;eems  eminently  wise.  While  it  is  admitted  that  the  blessings 
le  from  a  couunon  school  education,  for  the  support  of  which 
,  ill  ultimately  be  a  very  respectable  fund  accumulated  from 
3  of  the  school  lauds  of  the  State,  still  the  scarcity  of  suita- 
t;hers  of  those  schools,  seems  so  to  have  impressed  itself  upon 
ids  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  to  cause  an  express  provis- 
the  a^M)ve  mentioned  Act,  for  the  education  of  suitable  com- 
id  otlier  school  teachers,  at  the  two  Seminaries  so  liberally 
3d  hy  the  grant  of  the  Federal  Government  And  while  the 
igned  is  not  unimpressed  with  the  arguments  which  have  been 
ed  through  the  public  press  and  otherwise,  in  favor  of  distrib- 
he  Seminary  Fund  to  the  respective  Counties,  in  aid  of  Conn- 
demies,  still  these  arguments  do  not  appear  altogethw  conclu- 
jcause,  among  other  considerations,  it  is  obvious  that  the  di- 
Df  the  Fund  at  command,  into  as  many  separate  parcels  as 
re  Counties  in  the  State  west  of  the  Suwannee  River,  would 
tlie  sutn  to  be  used  annually  by  each,  to  a  very  inconaidera- 
not  insignificant  amount  Now,  when  it  is  recollected  that 
ole  Fund  at  present  is  a  little  short  of  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
lual  iiicorue  or  interest  on  the  same  can  only  be  about  three 
nd  six  hundred  dollars,  one  half  of  which  has  already  been 
iriated  to  the  endowment  of  the  Seminary  established  by  Act 
last  Legislature  at  Oeala,  in  i^Larion  County,  east  of  the  Su- 
e  Riven  Thus  there  is  only  an  available  fund  of  about  one 
nd  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  used  for  all  the 
es  west  of  that  River.  This  sum  divided  annually  by  the 
r  of  Counties  west  of  the  Suwannee  River,  being  fourteen  in 
r,  woidd  give  to  each  only  about  8128.  It  does  appear  pro- 
that  any  County  Academies  m  Inch  cannot  sustain  themselves 
it  aid  from  this  fund,  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  do  so  with 
eagre  addition  to  their  means.  Therejfroe,  the  undersigned 
y  suggests  that  such  a  disposition  of  the  small,  but  sacred 
u  question,  would   be   little    better   than   a  total  waste  of  the 
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It  is  also  true  that  the  annual  incom?  of  the  flind  now  at  < 

mand,  (no  diminution  of  the  principal  fund  being  allowable,)  is  n 

too  small  to  sustain  a  College  or  Seminary  of  Learning  siiffieu 

respectable  in  character  to  educate  the  youth  of  the  country,  an< 

supply  the  State  with  a  sufficiejit  number  of  educated  young  me 

teach  th*  Common  and  higher  Schools  in  all  the  Countit^s  of  the  St 

and  this  difficulty  is  enhanced  by  the  recoTlection  that  it  would 

quire  the  aggregate  annual  income  for  many  years  to  be  expended  ii 

purchaseorerection  of  suitable  buildings  forthe  accommodation  of  i 

a  School,  College  orSeminary  of  Learning.  To  obviate  th  is  hisurmn 

able  difficulty,  and  to  make  the  immedi«te  establishment  of  so  desir 

an  institution  possible,  which  might  otherwise  be  de!aj€?d  for  ir 

years,  the  citizens  of  Tallahassee  have,  through  their  Mayf?r  and  C 

mon  Council,  offered  to  add  to  the  interest  fund  at  present  availj 

the  sum  often  thousand  dollars,  payable  in  part  in  a  handsome 

substantial  edifice,  now  near  completion ,  at  cash  valuation,  and 

balance  of  said   sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  payable  in  cash ; 

what  is  still  more  important,  the  city  also  offers  to  guarantee  to 

support  of  said  institution  tlie  annual  sum  of  one  thous^and  five  1 

dred  dollars  forever.     The  only  condition  upon  which   this  dona 

is  made,  is  that  the  Seminary  in  question  shall  be  located  in  Talla 

see.     TTie  suitableness  of  this  location   is  forcibly  presented  in 

interesting  communication  conveying  this  proposition  to  the  Gen 

Assembly,  through  the  Honorable  the  S[)eaker  of  the  House  of  1 

resentadves,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  appended^  having  been  kii 

funiished  to  the  undersigned  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committe( 

Schools  and  Colleges  in  tiie  House  of  Representatives,  to  whom 

same  had  been  referred.     Tlie  undersigned  takes  pleasure  in  sub 

ting  this  proposition  of  his  fellow-citizens  to  the  consideration  of 

Senate,  in  the  hope  and  persuasion  that  it  will  be  regarded  as  at  o 

liberal  and  wise,  and  that  it  may  prove  acceptable  to  the  General 

sembly. 

The  undersigned  also  herewith  submits  a  Bill  to  be  en  tided  An 
to  locate  the  Seminary  of  Learning  West  of  the  Suwannee  River, 
passage  of  which  he  respectfully  reeoinmends. 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Of  Committee  on  Schools  and  Collegec 

To  the  Hon.  Speakgr  of  the 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir  : — As  Intendant  of  the  City  of  Tallaliassee,  I  have  been 
structed,  by  its  Corporate  Authorities,  to  call  tlie  attention  of 
General  Assembly  to  the  propriety  of  establishing  at  this  place 
State  Seminary  that  is  to  be  located  West  of  the  Suwannee  Riv* 

We  sijbmit  that  the  City  of  Tallahassee  offers  inducements  for 
location  of  the  Seminary  equal  to,  if  not  greater  than  those  ofTe 
by  any  other  point  We»t  of  t^e  Suwannee.     In  point  of  health, 
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:liat  this  City  i3  not  Burpasaed  by  any  place  in  Florida.  Prior 
13  our  City  was  occasionally  visited  with  severe  dtsea]^  but 
hat  period  the  temporary  causes  of  disease  have  been  removed, 
[^  rai»  safely  challenge  a  conipariscm  in  point  of  salubrity  with 
her  locality.  For  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  any  serious 
^  has  been  almost  unknown  among  us.  While  various  other 
IS  of  our  State  have  been  visked  with  yellow  fever  and  other 
lies,  we  have  been  happily  exem[)t ;  and  we  have  eveiy^  reason 
eve  that  in  the  future  we  shall  have  occasion  to  number  our 
mipted  health  as  among  the  grojitt»st  of  our  blessings, 
cannot  claim  that  Tallahassee  is  exactly  in  the  geographical 
of  that  portion  of  the  State  lying  West  of  the  Suwannee,  but 
claim,  and  we  think  justly,  that  It  is  sufficiently  in  tlie  centre 
population,  both  present  and  prospective;  and,  moreover,  we 
that  no  place  can  be  found.  West  of  this,  more  accessible  from 
of  the  extremes.  Distance,  for  all  practical  purposes,  in  this 
'  steamboats  and  railroads,  is  no  longer  calculated  by  the  nuni- 
miles  between  one  j)lace  and  another,  but  by  the  length  o^ 
equired  to  accomplish  the  trip.  If  it  be  objected,  then,  to  this 
tliat  it  is  too  far  East,  we  would  ask  what  point  West  of  this 
J  reached,  by  persons  from  the  extreme  West,  with  more  facili- 
ti  this  t  We  have,  now,  a  regular  line  of  steamers  along  our 
from  Pensacola  to  St  Marks,  and  St  Marks  is  connected  with 
lassee,  at  present,  by  railroad,  and  in  a  short  lime  will  be  by 
road.  Persons  from  Pensacola  or  any  Intermediate  points,  by 
nte,  can  reach  Tallahassee  in  less  time  and  at  less  expense, 
,ny  other  point  West  of  this,  #hich  is  Ukely  to  compete  with 
t  is  within  our  knowledge  that  persons  wishing  to  go  from 
cola  to  Marian na,  have  found  it  most  convenient  to  take  Talla- 
I  in  their  route.  The  trij)  from  Pensacola  to  St  Marks,  by 
?r,  need  not  occupy  more  tlian  from  fifteen  to  twenty  hours,  thus 
ng  us  vvithin  reach  of  the  extreme  Western  point  in  less  than 
t'-four  hours.  The  time  now  required  to  reach  this  place  from 
Iton  County,  (the  extreme  Eastern  point,)  is  nearly  double  this. 
rgument,  therefore,  that  Tallahassee  is  too  far  East,  should  not 
veight  Another  argument  in  favor  of  this  place  is,  that  it  is 
lat  of  Oovt»mment,  and  the  Institution,  if  located  here,  will  be 
the  Immediate  supervision  and  control  of  the  Executive  and 
al  AsseniHv,  and  thus  have  a  State  character  given  to  it,  which 
mot  posstbiy  otlierwise  posst^ss.  No  one  can  doubt  that  the 
Hate  guartlianship  of  the  Executive  and  General  Assembly  will 
1  vast  influence  in  inspiring  the  public  at  home  and  abroad,  as 
Ls  the  professors,  teachers  and  j>upils  of  the  Institution,  with 
onfidence  and  aeal  which  is  so  essential  to  success.  It  will  be, 
as  in  the  State  of  South  Carolma,  whose  State  College  is  lo- 
at  the  Seat  of  Govennnent  Every  individual  in  the  State  will 
a  ulterest  and  a  pride  in  its  suucess,  and,  in  a  few  years,  in* 
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fitead  of  seeing  our  people  sending  their  children  abroad,  where  the 
minds  are  too  often  poisoned  wiA  prejudices  iigainst  the  iiistitutioi 
of  the  land  of  their  birth,  we  shall  see  them  properly  educated  j 
home ;  and  it  may  be,  youths  from  more  northern  latitudes  may  I 
attracted  to  enjoy,  at  once,  the  advatitiiges  of  a  collegiate  educatio 
and  the  healdi-restoring  influences  of  our  mild  and  salubrious  cliiii 

Tallahassee  claims  no  precedence  over  other  parts  of  the  State  i 
the  morality  and  intelligence  of  her  citizens ;  but  at  the  same  tune,  sL 
yields  superiority  to  none  in  these  partie ulars.  This  is  not  a  large  con 
mercial  city,  where  the  morals  of  youDg  persons  are  liable  to  grea 
exposure,  but  it  is  at  the  same  time  sufticiently  large  to  afford  tlios 
moral,  religious  and  conventional  advantages  which  result  from  a  n 
fined  state  of  society.  It  is  situated,  too,  in  the  heart  of  the  bei 
provision  growing  portion  of  the  State,  thus  giving  a  guaranty  as  t 
cheapness  of  board,  at  least  equal  to  any  other  portion  of  it. 

I  respectfully  submit  that  these  considerations  alone  are  sufficiet 
to  determine  the  General  Assembly  to  locate  the  Seminary  at  tli 
point,  but  I  am  instructed  by  the  City  Autliorities  to  offer  still  fui 
ther  inducements. 

On  the  high  hill  immediately  west  of  the  City,  overlooking  it  an 
the  adjacent  country,  the  Corporate  Authorities  own  ten  acres  c 
land,  on  which  they  are  now  erecting  and  have  nearly  completed  k 
Seminary  purposes,  a  large  and  commodious  brick  building,  the  coi 
of  which,  when  fully  completed,  according  to  the  conti-act  of  its  coi 
structors,  will  be  about  J7,000.  The  City  Council  have  instruct© 
me  to  8sy  that  if  the  Seminary  shall  be  located  here,  they  will,  i 
once,  give  to  it  the  sum  of  •10,000,  to  be  paid  in  part  by  a  convex 
ance  of  the  above  described  property,  at  whatever  price  the  a| 
praising  agents  of  tlie  State  may  put  on  it,  and  the  balance  i 
cash;  and  that  in  addition  to  the  s.'ud  sum  of  $10,000,  which  is  t 
be  paid  immediately,  they  will  give  to  said  Seminary  the  further  sur 
of  $1,500  per  annum,  for  every  year,  so  long  as  the  Institution  shal 
exist — ^the  said  $1,500,  however,  to  he  exjiended  in  the  tuition  of  th 
children  of  the  City,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  agreed  upon  he 
tween  the  Board  of  Direction  and  the  Corporate  Authorities  of  th 
City. 

Should  this  arrangement  be  adopted,  the  Seminary  may  go  inim( 
diately  into  operation,  as  it  will  have  not  oidy  tlie  necessary  liuilditit; 
and  grounds  to  conmience  with,  but  also  a  cash  capital,  inde{>endei 
of  what  it  will  receive  from  the  State,  of  several  thousand  dollar 
and  a  sure  annual  income  of  81,500 — to  say  no  tiling  of  its  additioi 
al  income  from  pupils  not  residents  of  the  City. 

If  this  oflfer  biB  not  accepted,  the  Seminary  West  of  the  Suwanm 
cannot  hope  to  go  into  operation  for  many  years  yet  to  come,  as  tli 
sum  it  is  at  present  entitled  to  receive  from  the  State  is  only  ahui 
81,600  a  year,  a  sum  entirely  inade(}uate  to  1)utld  up  ^uch  2Ui  Inst 
tution  as  we  desire. 
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B  General  A&semhly  shall  accept  the  offer  which  I  now  have 
or  to  inake»  I  think  I  hazard  but  little  in  saying  that  when 
xt  meet  here,  for  tlie  dischur<^a>  of  their  duties,  they  will  find 
niiiary  in  a  condition  which  will  be  alike  gratifying  to  their 
sm  and  State  pride. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ace, 

WM.  R.  HAYWARD, 
Intendant  City  of  Tallahassee. 

ph  was  read. 

[lotion,  the  Rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Long  permitted  to  in- 

>  without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  lo- 
16  Seminary  of  Learning  to  bo  established  West  of  the  Su- 
^  River  in  this  State ; 

eh  was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

notion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Filer  pursuant  to  previ- 

ice,  made  the  following  minority  report! 

undersigned  from  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 

ition  of  J.  W.  Porter,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Key  West,  begs 

>  present  the  reasons  which  induced  him,  and  the  considera* 
s  he  understood  them,  which  prompted  the  Comaiiiee  to  re- 
[ainst  the  aforesaid  Petition,  and  by  permission 

REPORTS  : 

question  of  the  "  Water  Rights  at  Key  West  being  the  prop- 
le  State  of  Florida,**  tra^'  not  ditftinctly  under  the  consideration 
[Jommiitee,  inasmuch  as  they  deemed  it  unneccessary  to  ex- 
n  opinion  in  relation  thereto,  the  ma';ter  being  so  informally 
ed. 

ch  informality  consists  of  ihe  following  point: 
Petition  purports  to  be  In  behalf  of  the  City  Council,  but  is 
signed  by  J.  W.  Porter,  Mayor  of  the  Cily  of  Key  West,  in 
of  City  Council ;  whereas,  to  properly  reflect  the  wishes  of 
y  Council,  it  should  have  been  properly  certified  by  the  Clerk 
Council  as  a  true  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  a  regtdar  of 
ted  meeting  of  the  Council,  in  order  to  give  it  due  weight  as 

undersigned  does  not  hesitate  to  say  as  his  belief,  that  J.  W. 
signed  the  same,  but  he  would  hesitate  to  legislate  or  recom- 
egislation  upon  a  matter  of  such  grave  importance,  commff  in 
t  with  lar^e  private  interests  as  the  Petition  itself  shows,  wnen 
re  is  not  made  distinctli/  to  appear,  by  proper  a«itbentication« 
legal  act  or  even  wish  of  the  City  Coanoil,  or  through  them  of 
zens  of  Key  VVest.  Such  action  would  be  opening  too  wide 
5  for  individuals  to  give  expression  to  their  private  views  and 
as  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  people  they  may,  under  cer« 
rcmnstanccs,  bo  entitled  to  represent ;  too  dangerous  as  remo* 
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ving  the  pafpjfimrcl  hf  proof,  by  authenticntlon  of  proceedings  of 
Board  Pbtablisbed  by  law,  and  provided  with  means  for  Uie  pro] 
authenticirion  of  their  legai  proceedings. 

The  undersigned  lully  recognizes  the  right  of  petition,  and  wm 
not  hesiLite  to  present  and  act  upon  any  petition  sent  him  by 
citizens  of  Key  West,  and  do  all  in  his  power  lo  gain  them  any  i 
all  rights  or  priviln^es  of  property  or  otherwise,  but  so  informs 
petition  as  that  of  J.  W.  Porter,  bears  upon  its  own  (ace  its  own  c 
demnation. 

The  question  as  to  the  State  being  "  the  proprietor  of  the  wa 
rights  an<I  privileges  from  high  tide  on  the  coast  to  the  distance 
one  marine  leag-  e  seaward,"  may  have  been  suggested  before 
Committeei  yet  it  could  only  be  considered  as  tlie  expression  of 
opinion,  as  the  matters  in  the  petition  were  to  abide  the  determii 
tion  whether  or  no  the  said  petition  wa?!  properly,  authoritatively  i 
legally  presented  for  action  ;  that  being  decided  in  the  negative, 
question  of  water  rights  remained  unacted  upon. 

Such)  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  were  the  controlling  r 
sons  which  actuated  the  Committee  in  re[)t>rting  against  the  petit 
of  J.  W.  Porter,  and  he  disclaims  even  intending  to  represent  t 
the  ''citizens  of  Key  West  were  unwilling  to  accept  a  conveyai 
of  important  and  valuable  franchises,"  but  on  the  contrary  hold 
to  be  his  duty  as  his  pleasure  to  acquire  or  obtain  any  and  all  rig 
and  privileges  in  his  power  for  the  Counties  he  represents,  when 
aame  is  presented  as  the  wish  and  petition  of  the  citizens,  and  \ 
merely  of  a  citizen. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR. 

Which  was  read* 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  Pilots  i 
Pilotage  of  the  Hay  and  Harbor  of  Pen sa cola  ; 

Came  up  on  its  first  reading ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  rule  was  waived,  the  bill  read 
first  time  by  its  titie^  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-m 
row. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  admit  Anderson  J.  Peeler 
practice  law  in  this  several  Courts  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  first  time^  on  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  the 
read  the  second  time  by  its  title,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes,  I 
upon  the  table. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  hold  the  Courts  of  Orat 
County  at  Mellonville ; 

Was  lead  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
morrow. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  periods  now  fi: 
by  law  for  the  payment  of  taxes  and  for  the  settlement  of  Tax  C 
lectors ;  .-  ^, 
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WiiB  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 

rrovv. 

louse  bill  to  be  entitled   An  act  to  amend  An   act  concerning 

fids  and  Highways  now  in  force  in  this  JState; 

Vas  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  rea^litig  on  to- 

TOW. 

louse  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  abduction  and  es- 
e  of  slaves  from  this  State  j 

Vas  read  the  first  tune,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
row. 

.  bill  to  change  the  mode  of  compensating  the  several  Solicitors 
Vosecuting  Attonnys  of  this  State; 
i'as  read  the  secon  I  time. 

Ill  motion  of  Mr.  Lon«»,  the  nmendments  proposed  by  the  Jndici* 
Committee,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  were  adopted,  the  Bill 
iinended  read  the  second  lime,  and  ordered  to  ho  Engrossed  for 
ird  reading  on  to-mr>rrow. 

bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  State  Librarian ; 
^as  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
ng  on  to-morrow. 

ouse  Resolution  authorizing  the  (Governor  to  compensate  James 
fc^estcott  for  services  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
for  other  purposes  ; 
'as  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 

was : 

t;as — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  BrinsoD,CrigIar,  Filer,  Ha wes, 

I  and  Provence — 8. 

avs — Messrs.  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Nicholson  and 

i-6. 

t  the  Resolution  passed. 

-dcred  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa« 

bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  locate  the  Seminary  of  Learning  to 

itablished  west  of  the  Suwannee  River  in  this  State; 

as  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 

ow. 

I  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Myrick  permitted,  with- 

revious  notice,  to  introduce  the  following  bills,  viz : 

bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  William  S.  Wil- 

ind  Dr.  Etheldridge  Phillips ; 

bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  now  in  force  in  rela- 

:o  the  Partition  of  Estates,  real  and  personal ; 

id  bills  were  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day  for  to-mor- 

1  motion, 

le  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 
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THURSDAY,  December  28,  1854. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brinson,  tlie  reading 
the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

The  concurrence  of  the  Senate  to  House  amendments  to  Sena 
bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of  K< 
West ;  the  refusal  of  the  same  to  one  of  tlie  House  amendments 
Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free  persoi 
of  color ;  the  refusal  of  the  same  to  concur  hi  House  amendments 
Senate  bill  entitled  An  act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  certain  c 
ses;  and  the  refusal  of  the  same  to  concur  in  one  of  tlie  Hou 
amendments  to  Senate  bill  bill  to  consolidate  the  office  of  Sheriff  ai 
Tax  Assessor  and  Collector  of  Jackson  County,  were  transmitted 
the  House  of  Repi  esentatives. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  which  had  passed  the  Senal 
were  also  transmitted,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  performance  of  Ae  d 
ties  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State  and  to  change  the  time  ai 
place  for  holding  the  terms  thereof ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  explanatory  of  the  sevenal  acts  in  rel 
tion  to  the  migration  of  negroes  or  free  persons  of  color  into  Ki 
West; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  the  County  Commissionc 
of  Wakulla  County  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Coi 
House  in  said  County  ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  extending  tlie  time  authorizii 
George  H.  Tresper  to  establish  a  ferry  across  tiie  Suwannee  Riv 
and  for  other  purposes ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Sapp,  of  Ma 
ison  County; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  die  Pc 
of  Bayport; 

House  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  declare  Indian  River  a  P( 
of  Delivery ; 

House  Resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  compensate  Jam 
D.  Westcott  for  senices  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stat* 
and  for  other  purposes ;  and 

House  Resolution  requesting  an  order  from  tlie  Secretary  of  W 
to  the  Indian  Agent  in  Florida,  for  the  delivery  of  a  negro  man  li 
longing  to  B.  M.  Dell,  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes,  the  use  of  the  Senate  Chamber  \v 
granted  to  Dr.  Crane  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  a  Lecture_^  tl 
evening. 

Mr  Hawes  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask  lea 
to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  granting  aid  to  the  Couu 
of  Putnam,  to  build  a  Jail  and  Court  House. 
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motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Provence  permitted, 
it  previous  notice,  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An   Act  to 

the  5th  Section  of  the  6th  Article  of  the  Constitution  ; 
ich  was  pbiced  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 
Filor,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  the  folr 
;  report: 

Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report 
lowing  Bill  as  correctly  engrossed : 

ill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensating 
eral  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  tliis  State,  and  for 
lurposes, 

JAMES  FILOR,  Chairman, 
ich  was  received,  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 

following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  tlie  Gov* 

Executive  Chambeb, 
Tallahassee,  December  22,  1854. 

i.  V.  SXELL, 

PresidetU  of  the  Senate  : 
: — I  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  Acts  and  Reso- 

Act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Anderson,  of  Jackson  County  ; 
Act  to  repeal  An  Act  entitled  An  Act   in  relation  to  a  Road 
t  the  Counties  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Escambia,  as  far  as  it  relates 
County  of  Santa  Rosa ; 
Resolution  for  payment  of  tlie  Board  of  Intenud  Improvement, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 
ich  was  read. 

following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
ves: 

House  of  Rephesextatives,  , 
December  27,  1854. 
Presiflent  of  thr  Senate  : 
: — The  following  Bills  have  passed  the  House,  viz;^ 
lill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  nanje  and  establish   the 
V  Site  of  St.  Lucie  County; 

!ite  Kill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding 
L  Court  for  Calhoun  County,   with  the  following  amendment, 

ke  out  the  word  "  conflicting,"  in  t^ie  second  Section,  and  lUy 
lieu  thereof  the  words  "  so  far  as  they  may  conflict;" 
t'hich  ainendment  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  is  respectfully 
ted. 


S7  S 


Very  respect fnllv, 

HIKJH  A.  (OR LEY, 

CIrrk'  lloiusr  of  Rrprvscntalivcs, 
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Which  was  read,  and  flie  Bills  pbeed  among  the  orders  of  i 
day. 

Also  the  following  i 

HOUSK   OF    RET'BESErVTATITES,  > 

Deeember  28,  1854.         \ 
Hon^  President  of  the  Senate  i 

Sir  : — Tlie  House  has  ordeied  iie  prnting  of  T^  eopies  of  the  I 
lowing  Bils,  VB : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  Am  Act  to  Kicorp«nite  tlie  Florida  and  Mat 
Raih^ad  Companj; 

A  Bin  to  be  entitled  An  Aet  to  amend  the  Act  ]ncorp<yratiif 
Florida  Ra&oad  CoflBpaB^. 

.  Tlie  House  has  concarredii  Senate  amendment  of  ResoTution  a 
iiig  that  Taoipa  be  mads  a  Pert  of  Deliverj. 

Very  respectfullv, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  Mouse  ReyresenUUivet 
Which  wav  read. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAl^ 

House  biff  to  be  entided  An  act  to  provide  for  tfie  reTniquiBRm 
to  the  United  States  in  certaia  eases  title  to  and  jurisdiction  o 
lands  for  sites  of  L^ht  Houses  and  for  ether  purposes  on  the  ec 
and  waters  of  this  Slate ; 

Was  read  &e  second  tkne. 

When  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins^  Hie  word  "Twenty  "  ii  tlie 
Ine  of  the  first  Section  was  stricken  out  and  the  word  "  Four  " 
sorted  m  fieu  thereof,  and  the  bS  as  amended  ordered  for  a  tl 
readmg  on  to-morrow. 

House  b2I  to  be  entitled  An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  I 
row  money  to  redeem  the  outstanding  State  Scrip,  issued  under 
act  of  the  Tlfi  January,  1853 ; 

Was  read  the  second  tane,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes  reftiw 
the  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue. 

House  bin  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  unite  the  olEces  of  SheriTi 
Tax  Assessor  and  Collector  in  Hernando  and  Escambia  Countie 

Was  read  the  second  tmie,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  was 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  JudSciiary. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the  G 
emor : 

Executive  Chamber,  ) 

Tallahassee,  December  23,  1854.  ^ 
Hon.  H.  V.  Snell, 

President  of  the  Senate: 

Sir  : — ^I  respectfully  submit  the  following  non^ations  for  the 
vice  and  consent  of  the  General  Assembly : 
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tioneer — R, 


Tor  the  Cmtnfy  of  Dumh, 
Soneere — WiUiani  Ledwith  and  Geoi^  H.  Smith. 

For  Jackson  County : 
ioaeere— W.  A*  Whitfii4d  and  G^o.  W.  Tiflinghast 

For  Ilamilfjon  Coumty^ 
tioneer — WiUiani  T,  Purviance. 

For  HiUsboTQU^k  Cmmty^ 
tiooeer — Madison  Post 

J^^  Orange  Cmmtyi 
tioiieer — Douglas  Dununeft 

JFV  SL  John's  Cwmty.* 
doneer — IL  B,  Oanova. 

For  Marion  CmaUyi 
tioneer — K  D.  Howse. 

For  Monroe  C^uiUy  i 
L.  Hicks. 

JAMES  R  BROOME, 
ch  was  read,  and  the  norntnalions  therein  made  were  advised 
nsented  to, 

se  bifl  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  legalize  the  proceedings  of  the 
of  Probate  of  8t  Lucie  County ; 

I  read  the  second  time)  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
i\ 

sc  Hill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  prevent  the  abduction  and  es- 
f  Siaves  from  this  State; 
J  read  the  second  time. 

notion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
of  tlie  Whole  upon  said  Bill—Mr,  Tracy  in  the  Chair, 
r  some  time  s|>ent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  through 
Chairman  reported  the  Bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  sundry 
meats,  and  recommended  its  passage,  and  asked  to  be  dis- 
d  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
ch  report  was  concurred  in. 

Bill,  as  amended,  was  read  the  seeond  time,  and  the   amend- 
[>rdered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow, 
iU  to  be  entided,  An  Act  to  locate  the  Seminary  of  Learning 
stahlished  west  of  the  Suwaimee  River  in  this  State ; 
;  read  tiie  second  time, 

Myrick  moved  that  the  Bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
n  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.   Gillis 
cholson,  and  were : 

3 — Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,   Filor,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  My- 
1  cholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 10. 

s — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Hawes,  Kilcrease  and 
-6. 
aid  Bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 
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A  Bill  to  he  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  William 
Wilson  and  Doctor  Ethelridge  Philips ; 

Was  read  the  firet  tinie  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  i 
morrow. 

A  Bill  to  he  entitled,  Art  Act  to  amend  an  Act  now  in  force  in 
lation  to  tlie  partition  of  Estates  real  and  personal ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
morrow. 

Mr.  Cone  mored  that  the  Senate  tak^  a  recess  until  3  o'clock, 
M.; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  H( 
kins  and  Gillis,  and  were: 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brmson,  Cone,  Crigkr,  Myrick  a 
Tracy— 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bird,  Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis,  HaWeS/  Hopkinsi  I 
crease,  Long,  Nicholson  and  Smith — 10. 

So  the  motion  was  lost 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  the  Fifili  Section  of 
Sixth  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  tlie  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
mirrow. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled.  All  Act  to  change  tlie  mode  of  cc 
pensating  the  several  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  I 
State,  and  for  other  purposes  j 

Was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  the  nile  was  waived,  and  Mr*  Myrkk  moved  to  sir 
out  tlie  two  last  sectioiis  of  said  Bill. 

Upon  which  tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  Called  foi*  by  Messrs.  Lc 
and  Provence,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President^  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Coiie^  Criglar,  Epf 
Filor,  "Gillis,  Kilcre«ise  and  Myrick-=-10i 

Nays — Messrs.  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Nicholson  and  Provei 
—5. 

So  the  said  sections  Were  stricken  out 

The  Bill,  as  amended,  was  read  the  second  time  Und  ordered  to 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

Engrosed  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Actio  create  a  State  Librariai 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

The  rule  was  waived,  and  on  motion  of  Mr,  Hopkins,  the  Sen 
fesolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  tl>e  considerat 
of  the  same — Mr.  Provence  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein  the  Committee  rose,  and  tliroi 
their  Chairman  reported  the  Bill  back  to  tlie  Senate  with  suir 
amendments,  and  asked  to  be  discharged.  iw 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  Bill,  as  amended,  was  re.id  the  secotid  time,  and  oixlere* 
h«-»  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 
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s^  Bill  to  b^  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  tiame  and  esfat)lisb 

unty  Site  of  St,  Lucie  County ; 

\  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 

row. 

ill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  Circuit 

of  Calhoun  County,  with  House  amendment  thereto; 

le  up  in  order,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Myiick,  was  laid  on  the 

notion  of  Mr.  Myrick,  the  Senate  Adjourned  until  to-niorroW 
g,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  29,  1854i 

Senate  mot  pursuant  to  julj(niinment4 

Rev.  Mr.  Turner  oiHciuted  as  Cha^^laiui 
lorum  being  present; 

motion  of  Mr,  Tracy,  tlie  reading  of  tlie  Jourtial  of  yesterday 
spensod  with. 

Ibllowhig  Bill,  which  had  passed  tlie  Senate,  was  transmitted 
House  of  Rei)resentatives,  viz: 

ise  Bill  to  he  entitled,  An  Act  tO  hold  the  Courts  of  Orange 
f  at  Mellonville. 

motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and   Mr.  Eppes  permitted  to  in- 
Q  without  previous  notice  a  Pill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  repeal 
:  entitled  An  Act  to  restore  tlu  f  jrce  and  operation  of  the  Gen- 
iws  of  this  State,  In  relation  to  the  Migiation  6f  Free  Persons 
or  into  this  State,  apf>roved  Decemher  15,  1854; 
ich  was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Dny, 
Cone  presonted  the  petition  of  ninety-four  citizens  of  Colum- 
mnty,  praying  foi*  tlie  estabhslmicint  of  a  new  County ; 
Ich  was  read, 
motion  of  Mr.  Long,  said  petition  was  laid  uprtn  the  table. 

Provence  introduced  a  Resolution  in  regard  to  Copying  the 

ich  was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 
Filor,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  the  fol- 
r  Report  2 

J  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  have  exammed  the  following 
lid  find  the  same  correctly  engrossed  : 

^ill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensating 
veral  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  this  State ; 
)ill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  State  Librarian. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR,  Chairman, 
lich  was  read,  and  the  Bills  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
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Mr.  Brinson,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  mai 
the  folio  wing  Report: 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  was  referr 
tlie  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a  libei 
system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  Aey  have  examined  said  bill  carefully,  and  coming  to  the 
as  it  does  with  the  sanction  and  approval  of  the  StJite  Board  of  I 
temal  Improvements,  who  have  necessarily  been  enabled  to  bcstf 
more  time,  labor,  and  research  in  maturing  the  details  of  the  bill  thi 
your  Committee  have  been  able  to  do,  they  are  and  were  dispo^ 
for  that  reason  alone  to  give  it  a  favorable  consideration,  but  in  ad) 
tion  thereto,  they  have  been  able  to  find  nothing  in  the  bill  to  objc 
to.  That  the  interests  of  the  State  seem  to  be  carefully  guarded  ai 
the  Internal  Improvement  fund  as  iully  secured  against  ultimate  k 
as  is  possibly  consistent  with  the  extension  of  any  aid  or  assistan 
to  tlie  Internal  Improvement  of  this  State.  The  system  of  Inten 
Improvements  encouraged  by  this  bill  is  certainly  a  vast  and  libei 
one,  and  one  which,  if  put  in  complete  and  successful  operation,  woi 
place  the  State  far  ahead  of  most  of  its  sister  States  of  the  Sou 
And  your  Committee,  therefore,  is  not  enabled  to  offer  any  subs 
tute  for  the  bill  which  would  promise  fairer  to  accomplish  tlie  gra 
object  so  desirable  to  all,  or  to  suggest  any  arnendments  which  woi 
at  the  same  time  secure  the  State  Fund  against  ultimate  loss  a 
render  it  available  in  developing  the  resources  of  the  State. 

We  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  without  amendment. 

WILLIAM  A.  BRINSOxN,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  t 
Day. 

Mr.  Provence,  from  the  Committee  on  Corporations,  made  ihe  f 
lowing  Report : 

The  Committee  on  Corporations  have  had  under  consideration  t 
Bill  referred  to  them,  entided  *'  An  Act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  t 
City  of  Tallahassee,"  and  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  recommend  that  the  following  provision  be  added 
Sectioned: 

Provided,  That  the  said  Banking  Corporation  shall  not  be  co 
posed  of  less  than  twenty  persons. 

They  recommend  this  provision  because  die  3d  Secdon  of  the  K 
Article  of  the  Constitution,  forbids  the  creation  of  any  Banking  Ci 
poration  "  composed  of  a  less  number  than  twenty  individuals," 

The  7th  Section,  amongst  other  things,  provides  for  and  conte 
plates  a  subscription  by  the  Comptroller  for  one-fifth  of  the  capi 
Btock  of  said  Company,  or  in  other  words,  one  hundred  thousa 
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to  \>e  [inid  from  the  School  Fund  of  this  State.  YffOr  Corn- 
arc  not  [>repared  to  recommend  such  an  investnieirt  of  said 
r  any  jmrt  of  it;  especially  \vJjen  it,  as  a  shareholder  in  said 
would  be  limited  to  the  exercise  of  only  the  existing  collect- 
ilities  of  our  laws.  Your  Committee  regard  the  preservation 
School  Fund  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  and  last  unpoitance,. 
;v  apprehend  its  preservation  would  be  jeopardised  if  invested 
Bank  that  possessed  only  taidy  and  toilsome  collecting  fran^ 
^erefore,  your  Committee  recommend  that  everything  in. 
action  touching  the  School  Fund  be  stricken  out,  and  that  the 
I  be  made  to  read  as  follows,  viz: 

7.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  so  soon  as  the  books  of  sub- 
>n  to  the  Capital  Stock  of  said  Bank  shall  have  been   closed,, 

be  tlie  duty  of  the  aforesaid  Commissioners  to  give  public 
thereof  in  one  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  the  city  of  Talla- 
,  in  which  notice  tliev  shall  designate  the  day  upon  which  the 
[  instalment  upon  said  Capital  will  become  payable;  and  the 
ommis^ioners  shall,  at  the  s;ime  time  and  in  the  same  manner, 
t  a  day,  at  least  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  such  notice,  on 
the  Stockholders  of  said  Bank  are  to  meet  in  Tallahassee,,  for 
irpose  of  electing  thirteen  Directors  for  the  parpose  of 
ing  the  business  of  said  Bank ;  and  it  shall  moreo^ver 
I  duty  of  said  Commissioners  to  take  the  necessary  mea- 
for  procuring  the  (necessary  measures,  books,,  plates,  &c., 
sd  for  the  operations  of  said  Hank ;  and  at  the  meeting  of  the 
lolders,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  proceed  immediately  to 
ction  of  tlie  Directors  aforesaiil,  and  a  plurality  of  the  votes 
iliall  be  required  to  make  an  election ;  and  the  Directors  then 
I  shall  be  capable  of  serving,  by  virtue  of  such  election  and 
tment,  until  the  first  Monday  iu  January  aext  ensuing  the  time 
h  election,  and  shall  receive  from  the  Commissioners  th«  mo- 
bich  may  have  been  received  by  them,  together  with,  all  books, 
,  &c.,  belonging  to  said  Bank,  and  shall  take  the  necessary 
res  to  put  the  said  Bank  into  operation,  so  soon  as  the  sum  of 
ndred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  shall  have  been  paid  in 

Stockholders;  and  the  Stockholders  shall,  on  the  first   Mon- 

January  as  aforesaid,  and  annually  on  the  same  day  thereaf- 
Id  an  election  for  Directors  of  said  Bank,  in  the  city  of  Talla- 
,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Directors,  at  their  first  meet- 
bsequently  to  their  election,  to  choose  one  of  their  number  as* 
ent ;  and  if  it  should  at  any  time  happen  that  an  election  for 
ors  should  not  be  made  upon  the  day  when,  pursuant  to  thifr 
■  ought  to  have  been  made,  the  Corporation  for  that  cause  shall 

deemed  to  be  dissolved,  but  it  shall  be  lawful  on  any  other 
>  hold  and  make  an  election  of  Directors,  in  such  manner  as 
lave  been  directed  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  said  Corpo- 
,  and  the  Dliectors  for  the  time  being  shall  in  all  cases  continuer 
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to  act  until  tlvir  successors  are  elected  nntl  ap[>()into(i ;  nrul  in 
of  the  death,  resignation,  or  ahsence  tVoiu  the   ?5tate  of  a    Direi 
Jiis  place  may  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  by  a  aew  ch( 
to  be  made  by  the  remaining  Directors. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  Rule  IX  of  sfiid  Bill  be  amet 
with  the  following  provision,  viz : 

Provided,  Tliat  all  real  estate  and  chattels  acquired,  and  whi 
not  necessary  for  actual  use  in  the  transaction  of  business,  slial 
sold  within  two  years  after  arquisition. 

Your  Committee  reconmiend  tlie  above  provision  as  required  bj 
5th  Section  of  the  13th  Article  of  the  Constitution. 

Rule  Xi  of  sjiid  bill  provides  that  the  debts  which  the  Corpora 
ahali  oweat  any  time,  shall  not  exceed  three  times  the  amount  oi 
Capital  Stock  actually  paid  in,  Ate, 

ITie  Constitution,  Section  7,  Article  13,  prevents  any  Bank  f 
contnictiug  debts  and  liabilities  exceeding  twice  or  double  theanu 
of  the  Capital  Stock,  actually  paid  in ;  therefore  your  Comnuttet 
commend  that  rule  11  of  said  Bill  shall  read  as  follows,  viz: 

RuLB  XI. — The  total  amount  of  debts  which  said  Corporation  i 
at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  contractus 
not  exceed  double  the  amount  the  of  capital  acUially  paid  in,  over 
above  the  money  then  actually  deposited  in  the  Bank  for  safe  ki 
ing,  and  increase  of  excess. 

Rule  18  provides  that  the  Corporation  shall  continue  and  exist 
til  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1880,  which  is  a  period  exceed 
twenty  years. 

ITie  Constitution,  Section  4,  Article  13,  provides  that  no  B 
Charter  shall  exist  exceeding  twenty  years.  Your  Coinniittee,ti 
lieve  this  Rule  frojn  this  Constitutional  oitjection,  recommend  th 
shall  be  altered  so  as  to  read  as  follows,  viz : 

Rule  X VIII.— The  Corporation  shall  exist  and  continue  until 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-f 
but  the  propriitors  of  two-tliirds  of  the  Capital  St-(»ck  of  the  Con 
n}'  may,  by  their  concurring  vote,  at  a  general  meeting,  to  be  Cii 
for  that  purpose,  dissolve  the  same  at  any  piior  peticid:  Proti 
That  notice  of  such  meeting,  and  of  its  object,  be  published  in  or 
the  newspapers  of  Tallahassee  for  at  least  six  months  previ(tus  tf 
time  appointed  for  such  meeting;  and  immediately  after  the  dissohi 
of  said  Corporation,  effectufd  measures  sliall  be  tak^n  by  the  Di 
tors  last  appointed  and  acting,  for  closing  all  the  concerns  of 
Company,  and  for  dividing  the  Capital  Stock  and  profits  which  i 
then  reniain,  among  the  Stockholders,  according  to  their  reSj 
tive  interests. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  recommendthat  that  portion  of 
d  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  investment  of  a  portioi 
the  Conmion  School  Fund  by  tlie  Comptroller  of  diis  State,  a»d 
other  purposes,"  be  stricken  out  * 
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the  foregoing  amendments,  your  Committee  recommend  the 
oftheBiU. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  PROVENCE,  Chairman. 
sh  was  read,  and  the  Bill  placed  amoi%  the  Orders  of  the 

lopkins,  from  a  Select  Committee,  made  the  following  Re- 
Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  "A  Bill  to  be  enti- 
Act   to  define   the  Boundary  Lines   of  Duval   and   Nassau 
«,"  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  on  examina' 
d  no  such  boundaries  as  are  described  in  the  Bill  before  us, 
!e  Counties,  but  on  tlie  coiiti*ary,  find  the  boundary  lines  of 

County  described  on  page  12  of  "  Thompson's  Digest,"  and 
ending  with  the  boundaries  of  Columbia  County  as  described 
»  15  of  the  same  work — which  boundaries,  as  your  Commit- 
eve,  have  been  unquestioned  for  the  last  twenty-seven  years. 
lommittee  further  state  that  no  evidence  is  before  them  that 
fisiderable  portion  of  tlie  citiz(ins  of  either  County  have  sought 
nge  contemplated  in  tlie  Bill  before  us,  and  as  the  success  of 
:  would  cut  off  from  thirty  thousand  to  fifty  thousand  acres 
le  County  of  Nassau,  they  therefore  recommend  that  said  Bill 
pass. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  HOPKINS, 

Chairman, 
ch  was  read,  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 


following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
ves : 

'4i  .•  '  House  of  Representatives, 

December  29,  1854. 
'^rendent  of  ilw  Senate  : 
: — The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  have  passed  the  House, 


'■\ 


ill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  concerning  the  Retailing  of  Spirit- 
liquors  ; 

ill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
tore  of  Tar  and  Turpentine  in  this  State ; 
alution  in  relation  to  Mail  Routes ; 

ate  Bill  to   be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  An 
permanently  fix  the   Election  Precincts  in  the  County  of  Co- 
,  and  to  repeal  certain  Acts  therein  named,  approved  January 
553; 

28  S 


r-jpjr^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


218 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  White  Persons  I 
Gaming  with  Negroes  or  other  Prrsoiis  of  Color ; 

Senate  Resolutions   in  relation  to  tlie  Improvement  of  St  Ji 
Bar  and  the  preservation  of  the  8ite  of  St.  Johns  Light  House. 
The  following  Bill&  have  been  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  H( 
viz: 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  Regulate  the  Performanc 
the  Duties  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  tins  State,  and  to  change 
time  and  place  for  holding  the  Terms  thereof; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entided,  An  Act  to  Abolish  tlie  Office  of  S 
Engineer  and  Geologist 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  RepreseiUaim 
Which  was  read. 

Ordered  that  the  Senate  Bills  and  Resolution  be  enrolled,  anc 
House  Bills  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day, 
Also  the  following : 

House  of  Refresextatives, 
December  29,  1854. 
Hon,  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — The  House  has  refused  to  recede  from  the  House  Ani 
ment  to  Senate  Bill  to  Consolidate  tlie  Offices  of  Sheriff  and 
Assessor  and  Collector  of  Jackson  County,  and  has  appointed  Me 
Galbraith,  Neel  and  Parsons  a  Committee  of  Conference  to  act 
a  similar  Conmiittee  on  the  pai't  of  the  Senate  iii  regard  to 
Amendments. 

The  House  has  also  refused  to  recede  from  the  House  Ain 
ment  to  Senate  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  governing  Judges  of 
bate  in  certain  cases,  and  Messrs.  Pope,  Dell  and  Fennell  have 
appointed  by  the  House  a  Committee  of  Conference  to  act  w 
similar  Conunittee  on  the  part  of  tiie  Senate  in  regard  to  said  Am 
ment 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  Slaves  and 
Persons  of  Color,  with  amendments,  has  been  indefinitely  i>ostpc 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  RepreseiUaim 
Which  was  read. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  relinq 
ment  to  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases,  of  tJie  Tide  to  and  J 
diction  over  Lands  for  Sites  of  Lifi^ht  Houses,  and  for  other  purj 
on  the  Coast  and  Waters  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  as  amended^  and  upon  the  question  o 
passage  the  vote  was : 
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— Mn  President,  Messrs.  Bird)  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes, 
illis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence, 
nd  Tracy— IB. 
— Mr.  Myritk — 1. 
le  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

red  that  the  same  be  (Certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
;e  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  change  the  periods  now  fixed 
f  for  the  Payment  of  Taxes,  and  for  the  Settlement  of  Tax 
^rs; 

read  the  thuxl  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
is: 

— Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Gilli8>  Hopkins  and  Kilcrease — 5. 
i— Mr.  President,  Messi-s.  Criglar,  Eppes,  Filor,  Hawes,  Long, 
,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — IL 
le  Bill  was  lost. 

red  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
ie  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  the  Abduction  and 
of  Slaves  from  this  State ; 

read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  upon  tlie  question  of  its 
>  the  vote  was  : 

r-*Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes, 
rtllis,  Hawes,   Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrtck,  Nicholson, 
ce,  Smith  and  Tracy — 17. 
5--*Non(\ 

le  Bill  passed  as  amended,  title  as  stated, 
jred  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives^ 
se  Bill   to  be  t^ntitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  concerning 
and  Highways,  no\^  ^n  force  in  this  State ; 
,  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
as: 

;— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Blrd>  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigkr,  Eppes, 
jillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith 
•acy — 15. 
s-*-None. 

he  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 
;red  that  the  same  be  certified  lo  the   House  of  Representa- 

se  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  change  the  nanfie  Mid   estab- 

( County  site  of  St.  Lucie  County  ; 

I  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third   reacfing  on  to- 

r. 

se  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  regulation   of  the  Pilots 

lotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola; 

;  read  the  tliird  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  thd 

as : 

^^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Eppes,   Filor,  Giili^ 
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Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith 
Tracy— 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cone  and  Criglar — 2. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  tlie  same  be  cei-tified  to  the  House  of  Represe 
tives. 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  amend  the  law  in  reference  to 
establishment  of  t\i'0  Seminaries  of  Learning  hi  this  State,  and 
other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  1 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

House  Resolution  making  appropriations  for  repairs  on  the  Cap 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Filor,  Hawes,  L 
Myrick,  Nicholson  and  Tracy — 9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppos,  Hopkins  and  Smith — 5 

So  the  resolution  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represe 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  legalize  the  proceeding 
the  Judge  of  Probate  of  St  Lucie  County; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Filor,  G 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Smith  and  Tracy — 1 1. 

Nays — Messrs.  Myrick  and  Nichol>;on — 2. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repress 
tives. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  Williaii 
Wilson  and  Doctor  Etheldridge  Philips ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  now  in  fori 
this  State,  in  relation  to  the  partition  of  Estates  real  and  personj 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  the  Fifth  Section  oi 
Sixth  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  three  times  as  on  its  first  reading,  the  rule  waived, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  R 
ion  of  the  Constitution. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Smith  from  the  Con 
tee  on  Claims  and  Accounts  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred   "  A  Bill  to  be  entitle* 
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•  the  Relief  of  William  R.  Hayward  and  others/'  through  their 
lan 

REPORT : 

t  they  have  no  information  which  would  cause  them  to  change 
port  as  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  recom- 
he  passage  of  the  Bill. 

JAMES  W.  SMITH, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts, 
ch  was  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  tlie  orders  of  the  day. 

the  following : 

Committee  to  whom  was  referred  "  A  Resolution  relative  to 
ompensation  of  the  Clerk  hi  the  Office  of  Compti'oUer  of  Pub- 
lounts,**  through  their  Chairman 

REPORT : 

t  they  find  no  reason  why  such  extra  compensation  should  be 
i,  there  being  a  fixed  salary  allowed  him  by  Law,  and  there  being 
ipukion  on  his  part  to  act  as  such  Clerk  if  he  is  not  satisfied 
le  salary.  They  are  aware  that  as  a  general  rule  in  such  ca- 
Clerks  do  the  principal  labor  while  the  Principal  receives  the 
id  to  avoid  all  difficulty  hereafter  would  recommend  the  sala- 
the  Comptroller  be  so  amended  that  he  shall  employ  his  own 
aut  of  his  salary.  They  recommend  that  the  bill  under  consid 
do  not  pass. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  W.  SMITH, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Public  Accounts, 
ich  was  read,  and  the  Resolution  placed  among  the  orders  of 

ill  to  be  entided  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entided  an  act  to  re- 

the  force  and  operation  of  the  General  Laws  of  this  State  in 

Q  to  the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color  into  this  State,  ap- 

.  December  15th,  1854 ; 

I  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  and  said  Bill  read  a  sec- 

ne  by  its  title. 

Filor  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  adding  the  following  Sec- 

.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
1  be  extended  to  the  Counties  of  Monroe,  Duval  and  Escambia 
itents  and  purposes  as  though  the  said  Counties  had  been  named 
I  with  the  City  of  Apalachicola ;" 
ich  was  adopted. 

I  bill  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
engrossed  for  a  tiiird  reading  on  to-morrow, 
olution  in  relation  to  copying  the  Laws ; 
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Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
morrow. 

Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  c 
pensating  the  several  Solicit<drs  or  Piosetuting  Attorneys  of 
State; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage^ 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs  Cone,  CrJglar,  Hopkins,  Long>  i 
rick,  Smith  and  Tracy— 8. 

Nays-^'Messrs.  Bird,  Eppes,  Gill  is,  Hawes  and  Nicholson — 5. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represe; 
lives. 

Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  State  Librari 

"Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage, 
vote  was : 

Yeas-*-Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Ep 
Filor,  GilHs,  Hawes,  Long  and  Nicholson — 11. 

Nays — Messrs*  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Smith  and  Tracy-^. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  sfcited. 

Ordered  that  tlie  same  be  certified  to  tlie  House  of  Represe 
tives. 

HoHse  Resolution  in  relation  to  mail  routes ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  or 
morro>^. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  conceniing  the  retailing  of  Sp 
uous  Liquors ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  and  said  bill  read  the 
end  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  Senate  resolved  il 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  considemtion  of  the  sa 
Mr.  Tracy  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  thro 
their  Chairman,  reported  the  bill  back  to  tlie  Senate  witli  the 
Section  stricken  out,  and  asked  to  be  discharged ; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in  and  the  Committee  dischargee 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  authoru 
Anderson  J.  Peeler  to  practice  Law'  in  the  several  Courts  of  this  St 
was  taken  from  the  table,  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  ( 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  A<;tto  to  provide  for  theappomtir 
tof  Inspectors  of  Tar  and  Turpentine  in  this  State; 

Was  read  the  first  titne,  the  rule  waived,  and  said  Bill  read  a 
cond  time  by  its  title. 

On  motion  the  Senate  resolved  itvself  into  a  Committee  of 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  Bill — Mr.  Hawes  in  the  Chiii 

AJter  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  thro 
their  Chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Which  report  was  received.  -^  •' 
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notion^  said  Bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  75  copies  ordered 

rinted. 

Qotion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Kilcrease  permitted,  with- 

viouB  notice,  to  introduce  a  Bill  tQ  be  entitled  An  Act  to  sub- 

jradsden  County ; 

;h  was  placed  among  the  orders  oMie  day, 

56  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  define  the  boundary  lines  of 

uid  Nassau  Counties ; 

read  the  third  time. 

lotion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  said  Bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

red  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa> 

le  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Hay- 
id  others; 

read  tlie  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
Ls : 

— ^^Ir.  President,  Megsrs.  Bird,  Eppes,  Filer,  Kilcrease,  Long, 
,  Nicholson,  Provence.  Smith  and  Tracy^ — 11, 
1 — Messrs.  Criglar  and  (lillis — 2. 
lid  Bill  passed — title  as  stated, 
red  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa* 

e  Resolution  relative  to  extra  compensation  of  the  Clerk  in  tho 

'  the  Comptroller  of  Public,  Accounts ; 

read  the  tliird  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 

s: 

-^Messrs.  Brinson,  Long,  Nicholson  and  Provence— 4. 

— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Filer, 

fyrick.  Smith  and  Tracy — 10. 

id  Resolution  was  lost. 

ed  tlaat  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa* 

3  be  entitled  An  Act  to  consolidate  the  offices  of  Sheriff  and 

sessor  and  Collector  of  Jackson  County,  with  House  amende 

n  which  tlie  Senate  had  refused  to  concur; 

)  up  in  order,  and  on  motion  said  bill  and  amendments  were 

^e  tiible. 

0  be  entitled  An  Act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  certain 

ith  House  amendments,  ui  which  the  Senate  had  refused 

ir; 

s  up  in  in  order,  and  on  motion  a  Committee,  consisting  of 

Hopkins,  Gillis  and  Long,  were  appointed  to  confer  with  a 

Committee  on  the  pai*t  of  the  House  relative  to  said  amend- 

e  Bill  to  be  entitled  An   Act  to  admit  Anderson  J.  Peeler  to 
law  in  the  several  Courts  of  this  State ; 
i  up  on  its  second  reading. 
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Mr.  Provence  moved  that  the  first  Section  of  said  Bill  be  amend* 
as  follows : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  provided,"  in  the  fifth  line,  and  inse 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  if  he  should  be  found  qualified  accordiEg 
tlie  manner  and  form  now  prescribed  bj  law," 

Which  was  adopted,  and  the  amendment  ordered  to  be  engrosa 
for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  to  sub-divide  Gadsden  County; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  and  thi 
times,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  tlie  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Epp< 
Filor,  GiUis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Myrick,  Nichol&c 
Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long  the  title  of  said  bill  was  amended  i 
striking  out  the  words  "  to  sub-divide  Gadsden  County,"  and  inse 
ing  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  in  rehition  to  the  election  of  Coue 
Commissioners  in  Gadsden  County." 

Ordered  that  the  passage  of  said  biO  be  certified  to  the  House 
Representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brinson,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clo( 
P.M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  Senate  resumed  its  session. 

A  quorum  not  being  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  a  call 
the  Senate  was  ordered,  when  tlie  following  members  answered 
their  names,  viz: 

Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Hawe^,  Hopkins,  Myri 
Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 9. 

On  motion,  tlie  Sergeant-at-Anns  was  directed  to  request  the 
tendance  of  absent  members. 

The  Presidet  annnounced  that  a  quorum  was  present* 
The  following  message  was  received  from   the   House  of  Rep 
entatives : 

HousB  OF  Representativbs,  ) 
December  29,  1854.  V 

Honorable  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — ^The  House  has  passed  tlie  following  Bill : 
A  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a  lib* 
system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State, 
Very  respec  1 1  id  I  v, 

nU(;H  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  Rejircsentadvei 
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ich  was  read,  and  said  bill  placed  aiongtiie  ordeFS  of  the  day, 

ise  BiU  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  pivide  for  and  encourage  « 

system  of  Internal  Improvements  I  thk  State ; 

le  up  on  its  first  reading. 

notion  of  Mr.  Long  the  role  was  wed,  and  the  bill  read  the 

d  seeond  times  by  its  tide. 

motion  the   Senate  resolved  itselinto  a  Committee  of  the 

for  the  consideration  of  sakl  bill— [r.  Hawes  in  the  chair. 

r  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Comittee  rose  and  through 

Chairman  reported  progress,  and  asU  leave  to  sit  agab ; 

ch  was  concurred  in. 

notion  of  Mr.  Provence,  the  use  ofke  Senate  Chamber  was 

o  Dr.  Crane,  for  the  purpose  of  deluing  a  lecture  this  eve^* 

motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  unt to-morrow  morning,  10 


SATURDAY,  Decembtir  3  1854. 

Senate  met  pursuant  to  adoumment 
Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplai. 
lorum  being  present,  on  ^notion  of  Mr.  trinsop,  the  reading  of 
imal  of  yesterday  was  dispensed  with, 
following  Bills  and  Resolations  which  ad  passed  the  Senate 
ansmitted  to  the  Ho«se  of  Representaties,  vdz : 
h  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  create  a  Sta?  Librarian; 
11  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  change   the  node  of  compensa* 
3  several  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attor^js  of  this  State ; 
U  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  in  relation  to  th  election   of  Coun- 
imissiouers  iu  (xadsden  County ; 

ie  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  regu^tion  of  Pilots  and 
e  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola ; 
se  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An   Act   for   the   refef  of  William   R, 
rd  and  others ; 

36  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to   legalize    tb  pnceedings  o{ 
Ige  of  Probate  of  St.  Lucie  County ; 

se  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  concerning 
and  Highways  now  in  force  in  this  State ; 
36  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  th«  reliiquishment 
Jnited  States  in  certain  cases,  title  to,  and  jorisdetion  over 
)r  sites  of  Light  Houses,  and  for  other  purposes,  oi  the  coast 
ters  of  this  State,  with  enclosed  amendment; 
se  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  the  abdoctDn  and  08* 
'  of  Slaves  from  this  Stiite,  with  enclosed  ainendmats;  and^ 
ae  Resolution  making  appropriations  for  repairs  on  the  Cftpi* 

39  S 
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Tfje  PresideJit  announed  that  the  appropriation  inadfr  for  sta 
cry  for  the  use  of  the  Saite  was  exhausted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tnj  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  pure 
Buch  stationery  as  the  Siate  should  require  for  the  balance  o] 
session. 

Mr.  Filor  from  the  Comittee  on  Engrossed  Bills  made  tbe 
lowing  Report: 

The  Committee  on  ngrossed  Bills  have  instructed  the  m 
signed  to  report  the  folK-ing  Bills  and  Resolution  as  correctlj 


A  Bill  to  be  entitled  n  Act  to  repeal  an  act  to  restore  the  ] 
and  operation  of  the  Gieral  Laws  of  this  State  in  relation  U 
MigTfition  of  Free  Persis  of  Color  into  this  Stata,  approved  De 
berlS,  1854; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitleckn  Act  for  tlie  Relief  of  Dn  William  S. 
son  and  Dr.  Phillips ; 

A  Bill  tp  be  entitle  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  now  in  force  ii 
lation  to  the  Partition f  Estates,  Real  and  Personal; 

A  Resolution  as^in  Congress  to  itiuend  the  Law  in  referenc 
the  establishment  of  ^'o  Senimaries  of  Learning  in  this  Stale, 
(or  otlier  purj>oses. 

RespettfuUy  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR, 

Chairtnj 

Which  was  read  nd  the  Bills  placed  among  the  orders  of  lhe 

The  follo\^1ng  m*sage  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re^on 

latives :  ^ 

House  of  Re  present  ativijb, 
*  December  20,  1854,     * 

Hon.  PrcJtident  of  he  Senate  : 

Sir  : — "^nie  Hrtse  has  passed  enclosed  Resolution  relatr? 
Copying  the  Law  of  the  present  Session,  • 

The  House  ha  ordered  the  printing  of  seventy-five  copies 
Bill  to  be  entitlecAn  Act  in  relation  to  the  selection  of  Grand 
Petit  Jurors, 

/  .    Very  respectfully, 

•  HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 

Clerk  House  of  RepresenUtHvi 
Which  vas  read  and  the  Resolution  placed  among   the  order 
the  day. 


/ 


ORDERS*  OF  THE  DAY. 


House  3ill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  provide  for  and  encoura 
liberal  sytem  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State ; 

Was,  01  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  taken  up  first  m  order. 

On  niaion,the  Senate  again  went  into  Committee  of  the  W 
for  tile  fu"ther  consideratftm  of  said  bill'— Mr.  Hawes  ui  the  chai 
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ler  ■ome  tiine  speot  tbdrein  the  Conunittee  rose  and  throigh 

Chairiiun  reported  lie  Bill  back  to  the  Seaate   with   suodry 

idmentBy  and  reeommtrided  its  passage. 

hich  report  was  concurred  in. 

•.  Long  moved  to  amend  the  5th  Section  by  inserting  the  words 

portion  of  whose." 
hich  was  adoptee/. 
'.  Long  also  offered  the  following : 

amend  Section  5,  third  line,  bv  striking  out  the  Word  "  indica- 
md  insert  the  word  '*  authorized." 

k>  to  amend  tiiird  line  by  inserting  the  words  "  and  araend- 
1  thereto"  afttr  the  word  "  charters,"  and  before  the  word  "  shall" 
uch  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

.  Long  moved  to  amend  the  Sixth  Section,  15th  lyie,  by  adding 
the  word  "  post"  the  word  **  li\ij" ; 
iich  amendment  was  i^eed  to. 

the  30eh  line.  Sixth  Section,  after  the  words "  tariff"  and  "for' 
**  transportation  of  passengers  and" ; 

o  at  tiie  end  of  31st  line,  same  Section,  insert  "and  no  d- 
latioa  shall  be  made  by  one  Company  against  the  freighter 
igers  of  another  Company" ; 

o  amend  Twenty-third  Section,  by  adding  at  the  end  of  toe 
ine  the  following  words,  viz :  "  but  not  if  he  be  in  arreargbr 
than  one  quarter's  compensation  to  such  Company" ; 
lich  several  amendments  were  agreed  to  and  ordered  to  bien* 
■d 

i  Bill  as  amended  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  d*'  for 
lay  next* 
motion,  the  rule  was  waived  and  Mr.  Smith  permitted,  asc^rd- 

previous  notice,  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  AnAct  to 
i  the  Limitation  of  Merchants'  Accounts  in  this  State ; 
lich  was  recei^e4  and  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 
iobition  in  regard  to  Copying  the  Laws; 
IS  read  dw  second  time. 

motion  of  Mr.  Hawes,  the  following  amendment  was  offered 
d  Resolution,  viz: 

iki  out  ail  af!er  the  word  "  for,"  in  the  10th  Hne  of  said  Reso* 
,  End  insert  **  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy -five  dollars"  ? 
[lich  a.Tiend'nent  was  agreed  to. 

iered  that  the  same  be  engrossed  for  a  thbd  reading  on  y^^" 
lext 

Bill  to  be  antitl^,  An  Act  to  Incorporate  a  Bank  in  dv^^^J  ^^ 
hasbec ; 

me  up  on  its  second  reading. 

'motion  tie  Senate  went  into  Committee  of  the  ^^o^®  ^P^^ 
Sill — Mr.Tracy  in  !lie  chair. 

ter  some  tim«  fepent  theiAi  the  Conunitt»«  rose  and  through 
Cbafrma  repd^d  progress,  and  ae^d  leave  to  sit  agairf 
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Vhieh  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Eppes^  the  Senate  aojoumed  until  10  o'cioci 
Moidaj  next  i-  , 


MONDAY,  January  1,  1855- 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chairman. 
A  quorum  being  present ; 

On  motion  of  Mr«  Brinsoni  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of  Si 
day  was  dispensed  with. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Hawes  introdaced  a  Bill  t< 
entitled  An  Act  granting  aid  to  the  County  of  Patnam  to  bu 
Court  House  and  Jail ; 
Which  was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 
Mr.  Cone  presented  a  Petition  from  citizens  of  Colunibia  Coc 
1  relation  to  the  Claim  of  William  Rawlerson  and  liausom  Fostt 
>ss  of  horses  m  die  Service ; 
Which  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cone,  the  Petition  was  referred  to  the  Con 
U  on  Claims  and  AccountSt 

VIr.  Provence  presented  a  Memorial  from  M.  Wliit  Smitb^  in 
tid  to  the  Estate  of  William  Crawford  ; 
Vhich  was  read. 

•n  motion  of  Mr.  Provence,  the  Memorial  was  referred  U 
Ccnnittee  on  Claims  and  Accounts. 
Thi  following  Message  was  received  from  his  Excellencj 

Gcvenor:  '  ^ 

Executive  Chamber, 

Tallahassee,  December  29,  1854 

Hon.  H,  V.  Swell, 

President  of  the  Senate  : 
Sir  :— I  have  approved  and  signed  the  follo\nng  Sm&ie  Bill 
An  Act  to  repeal  Section  Four  of  an  Act  to  estabKsh  and  orgj 

a  Mayor^s  Court  for  the  City  of  Apidachicola,  approved  Jaiuai 

1853  * 
An' Act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  ib&  Counties  of  Put 

*^d  Marion ;  **  ^         .    r    i       ^ 

>  Act  to  establish  a  Ferry  at  Brown's  Ferry,  in  Jaeksw  Cou 
^*  Act  to  allow  the  Supreme  and  Circuit  Courts  of  this  Stat 

hold  IZ^^  Terms,  Ac. ;  ,    .        ..  ,    r,  ^ 

AnA*  ^  enforce  the  Laws  against  Violations  of  the  Sabl 

Day  hi  Ms-oe  County; 
An  Act  foi^  Relief  of  Doctor  C.  A.  Hente ; 
An  Act  in  reti^on  tAi  Evidence. 

Respectfully,* 

JAife  E.  BROOM! 
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eh  Wfla  reiui 

Long)  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Billsy  made  the  fol- 
Report: 

Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  and  report  as  cor- 
enrolled  the  following : 

Let  to  authorize  tlie  drainage  of  Alachua  Savannah ; 
let  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  permanently  fix  the 
n  Precincts  in  the  County  of  Columbia,  and  to  repeal  certain 
erein  named,  approved  January  8,  1853 ; 
Let  to  empower  Charles  H.  Longworth,  of  Gadsden  County, 
ige  his  own  estate ; 

let  to  amend  An  Act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of 
est; 

k^ct  to  authorize  William  Webb  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  Es- 
Bay; 

Lct  to  authorize  Thomas  H*  Willis,  of  Leon  County,  a  minor, 
ne  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 
Lot  fn  prc\   tt  white  persons  from  gaming  with  negroes,  or 
arsons  of  color ; 

lution  in  relation  to  a  Mail  Route  from  Tallahassee,  via  Sop« 
,  in  Wakulla  County,  to  White  Bluff,  or  Pickettsville,  at  the 
)f  Crooked  River,  on  the  Apalachieola  Bay. 
Respectf\iliy  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairmmi  Connojttee  on  EnroUed  Bills. 
;h  was  read. 

Sppes,  from  the  Committee  on  Reviedon  of  the  Constitution, 
le  following  R^)ort; 

Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Constitution,  to  whom  was 
A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  the  Fifth  Section 
Kxth  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  have  had  the 
ider  considenrtion,  and  instructed  Uie  imdersigned  to  report 
e  bill  back  to  the  Senate  and  recommend  its  passage* 

T.  J.  EPPES,  Chairman, 
h  was  read,  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 

lopkins,  from  the  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  made 
►wing  Report : 

[Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  who  were  instructed  to 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  tlie   Tax  on  Saw-Mills,  beg 

report,  that  in  their  opinion  the  jwesent  tax  on    saw-mills  is 
it,  and  recommend  that  it  be  reduced  to  ten  cents   o«   every 

dollars  value  of  such  property. 
Resptjctfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  HOPKINS,  Chairman, 
h  was  read,  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
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Mr.  HopkitiB  from  the  Conxmittee  on  Propositions  and  Grie^'an 
made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was 
ferred  the  Petition  of  Thomas  E.  Harvin, 

REPORT: 

Up  to  this  date  the  statement  made  therein  remains  wholly  tins 
Btantiated  by  other  testimony,  therefore,    the  Committee   return 
Petition  and  accompanying  papers  back  to  the  SenAte,   and  ask 
be  dischai^ged. 

EDWARD  HOPKINS,  Chaimar 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Hopkins  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Coilference  made  tite  foil 
ing  report : 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  An  Act  | 
truing  Judges  of  Probate  in  certain  cases,  have  agreed  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  examined  the  same  and  concur  in    the   two  : 
Bections  of  said  bill  as  amended  by  the  House,  striking  out  the  tl 
Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  HOPKINS,  Chairmai 
Which  was  read  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  ( 
Mr.  Filor  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills   made   the 
lowing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  have  examined  a  Resola 
relative  to  copying  tlie  Laws  of  the  present  Session,  and  find  the  sj 
correctly  eagrossed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR,  Chairmai 
*•  Which  was  read  and  the  Resolution  placed  among  the  orden 
the  day.  » 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  Resolution  in  relation  to  Mail  Route ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Brinson  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  adding  the  follow 
Icesolution : 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  our  Senators  be  instructed  and 
Representative  be  requested,  to  procure  from  Cwigress  an  extenj 
of  the  Post  Route  now  established  from  Stillipica,  in  Madison  Cc 
ty,  to  PinhbOoway,  as  far  as  to  Spring  Warrior,  and  that  they  u 
upon  the'  proper  department  the  necessity  of  establishing  the  I 
Route  from  Madison  Court  House  via  Cook's  Hammock,  Troy,  I 
ton,  Old  Town,  to  Clay  Landing  in  Levy  County. 
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liich  was  adopted  and  the  amendment  ordered  to  be  aigrossed 
third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

lose  Bill  to  be  Antitled.  An  Act  to  change  the  name  and  estab« 
bo  Connty  of  Si  Lucie ; 

Eis  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
i^as: 

as^ — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Criglar,  Eppes,   Fi- 
Jillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,   Long,   Mjrick,   Nicholson,  Provence, 
I  and  Tracy — 15. 
,js — Mr.  Cone — 1. 
said  Bill  passed — title  as  stated. 
iered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa* 

►use  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  concerning  Spirituous  Liquors; 
me  up  on  its  second  reading. 

motion  of  Mr,  Hopkins  the  same  was  indefinitely  postponed 
dered  that  the  same  be  certified  to   the  House   of  Representa« 

grossed  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  amend  the  law  in  refer- 
to  the  establishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning  in  this  State 
or  other  purposes ; 

ELS  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
tvas : 
as — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes, 

Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy— 13, 
ys — Messrs.  Hawes  and  Nicholson — 2. 

the  Resolution  passed. 
dered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 

grossed  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  now  in 

in  relation  to  the  partition  of  Estates  real  and  personal; 

as  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 

wss: 

a»-*Mr.  President,  Messrs,  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Filor, 

ins.  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith  and  TVacy — 13» 

ys — None. 

said  Bill  passed,  tiUe  as  stated. 

dared  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the   House   of  Representa* 

igrosed  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  Wil* 

S.  Wilson  and  Doctor  Philips ; 

.me  up  on  its  third  reading. 

L  motion  the  rule  was  waived  and  Mr.  Pjxjvence  moved  to  add 

)llowing  amendments  to  the  same,  viz : 

)octor  R.  H.  Shaffer  his  account  for  fifty  dollars,   William  A. 

ton  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dolUrs,  John  H.  Pope  twenty* 

loUarz  and  E.  H.  McDonald  twenty-flVe  dollars.'^ 
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Which  vms  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Provence,  the  rule  was  waived  and  the  Bill 
lerredto  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Afcounta, 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be*entitled.  An  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitle 
Act  to  restore  the  force  and  operation  of  the  general  kws  of 
State,  in  relation  to  the  migration  of  Free  Persons  of  Color  iflto 
State,  approved  December  15th,  1854 ; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  an 
the  Fourth  Section  by  stiikuig  out  the  words  "  Duval  and  Est 
bia" ; 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  Bill  as  amended  was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  t 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  extend  the  Lmiitation  of  ] 
chants'  Accounts  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  oi 
morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  granting  aid  to  the  County  of 
nam  to  build  a  Court  House  and  Jail ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  tim( 
its  title,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes,  referred  to  the  Committe 
Propositions  and  Grievances. 

House  Resolution  relative  to  Copying  the  Laws  of  the  pre 
Session ; 

Was  read  tiie  first  time,  the  rule  waived  and  read  the  second  1 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  amend  the  Resolution  by  striking  ou 
-words  "  same  compensation,"  in  the  6th  line,  and  inserting  the  w 
*sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- five  dollars"  in  lieu  thereof; 

Also  strike  out  all  of  the  words  after  the  word  "  service,"  in 
7th  hne ; 

Which  was  adopted,  and  the  amendment  ordered  to  be  engrc 
for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  tiie  Fifth  Section  of 
•Sixth  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  tliis  State ; 

Was  read  three  times  as  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lonjg  moved  its  indefinite  postponement ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  T 
and  Provence,  and  were : 

Teas — Mr.  Presklent,  Messrs.  Bird,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  L 
Nicholson  and  Tracy— 8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Myrick,  Provence  and  Smith- 
So  the  Bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Engrossed  Resolution  relative  to  Copying  the  Laws  of  the  prt 
Session; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage 
vote  was : 
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3 — Messrs.   Bird,  Cone,   Hopkins,  Mjrick,  Nicholson    and 

ce— 6. 

s — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Criglar,  Hawes,  Smith  and 

-6. 

he  Resolution  passed. 

)red  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 

Lse  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  \ct  to  admit  Anderson  J.  Peeler  to 

:e  Law  in  the  several  Courts  of  this  State ; 

i  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  on  the  question  of  its 

;e  the  vote  was : 

s--Messrs.    Bird,    Brinson,  Criglar,   Hawes,   Long,  Mjrick, 

Ison  and  Tracy— 8. 

'9 — Mr.   President,   Messrs.   Cone,   Hopkins,   Provence    and 

-5. 

he  Bill  passed  as  amended,  title  as  stated. 

ered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 

•ill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  Amend  the  Revenue  Act  concern* 
,w  Mills ; 

s  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
w. 

lill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  cer- 
ises, with  House  amendment; 
ne  up  in  order. 

motion   of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the   amendments   proposed  bj  the 
littee  of  Conference  to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  were  con- 
[in. 
iered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa« 

J  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
ives: 

House  of  Repkeseivtatives,  j 
January  1,  1855, 
President  of  the  Senate  : 
;: — ^The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  have  passed  the  House, 

iill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  Organize  the  County  of  Manatee ; 
Jill  to  be  entided  An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  Purchasers  of  Swamp 
itemal  Improvement  Lands  from  the  United  States ; 
Jill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  extend  Political  Equality  to  Igna- 
lalez  and  others ; 

solution  to  bring  on  the  Election  of  State  Oflficers ; 
ramble  and  Resolutions  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the  County 
illsborough  the  Military  Reser\'e,  embracing  Fort  Brooke,  for  a 
nercial  Railroad  Depot; 
30  S 
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Resolution  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  tlie  several  Countiei 
Sixteenth  Sections  within  their  Umits. 

The  House  has  concurred  in  Senate  amendment  to  House  B 
be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  Incorporating  the  Citj  of  St 
gustlne,  approved  4th  February,  1833. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  in  relation  to  tho  Instituti( 
Suits  before  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Santa  Rosa  County,  has 
lost  in  ihe  House. 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  RepresetiHaik 

Which  was  read,  and  the  House  Bills  and  Resolutions  order 
be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

House  Resolution  to  bring  on  die  Election  of  State  Officers 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  oi 
morrow. 

House  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  grant  tiie  several  Coi 
the  Sixteenth  Sections  witliin  tiieir  limits ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  oi 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitied.  An  Act  to  organize  tho  County  of 
atee; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  tho  bill  read  tlie  u 
time,  and  on  motion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Census 
Apportionment 

House  Resolutions  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the  County  of 
borough  the  Military  Reserve,  embracing  Foil;  Brooke,  for  a  * 
merciid  Railroad  Depot; 

Were  read  the  first  time,  tiie  rule  waived,  the  Resolutions  rea 
second  and  tliird  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  their  passag( 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Bnnson,  Cone,  Criglar,  H, 
Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smitii  and  Tracy 

Nays — ^None. 

So  the  Resolutions  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represents 

House  Bill  to  be  entitied,  An  Act  to  extend  political  equali 
Ignatio  Phalez  and  others ; 

Was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins  the  rule  was  waived,  and  ihe  bill 
the  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
ciary. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitied.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  purchase 
Swamp  or  Internal  Improvement  Lands  from  the  United  States 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  < 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  House  Bill  entitied  An   Act  to  pi 
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appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Tar  and  Turpentine  in  this 
wsLS  taken  from  the  table  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 

notion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  tlie  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 

of  \he  Whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  same — Mr.  Hawes 

hair. 

r  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and   through 

iiainii.ui  ii'iM.»ituil  Uiu  ijlll  biiek  with  an  amendment,  and  ask- 

e  discharged. 

eh  was  concurred  in,  and  tho  bill  as  amended  read  the  second 

rd  time  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question   of  its  passage  the 

is: 

s — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Hawes, 

Myrick,  ISicholson,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 12. 

3 — Mr.  Hopkins — 1. 

aid  Bill  passed  as  amended — title  as  stated. 

Ted  that  the  same  be  certified  to   the   House  of  Representa- 

motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
ack,  A.  M. 


TUESDAY,  January  2,  1855. 

Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain, 
orum  being  present ; 

motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  was  dis- 
with. 

following  Bills  and  Resolutions  which  had  passed  the  Senate, 
ansmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 
LI  to  be  entided  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  now  in  force  in  re- 
3  the  Partition  of  Estates,  Real  and  Personal ; 
le  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  name  and  estab- 
County  Site  of  St.  Lucie  County ; 

>e  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  admit  Anderson  J.  Peeler  to 
J  Law  in  the  several  Courts  of  this  State,  widi  enclosed 
aent ; 

ie  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
ectors  of  Tar  and  Turpentine  in  this  State,  with  enclosed 
[lent ; 

^solution  asking  Congress  to  amend  the  Law  in  reference  to 
blishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning  in  this  State,  and 
T  purposes ; 

lution  relative  to  Copying  the  Laws  of  the  present  Session  ; 
nble  and  Resolutions  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the  County 
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of  HillBlwrough  the  Mitarj  Reserve,  embracing  Foit  Brooke,  1 
Commercial  Railroad  Depot. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived  and  Mr.  Nicholson  permitte 
introduce,  without  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  A( 
autliorize  Gregory  Yncistra  and  F,  B.  Bobe  to  establish  a  Whai 
the  City  of  Pensacola  ; 

Also  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  autliorize  Celestino  Gon 
to  establish  a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 

Which  Bills  were  j)laced  among  tlie  ortlers  of  the  day. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  3Ir.  Long  j»eruiitted  U 
troduce,  without  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  t( 
corporate  the  Tallahassee  and  Georgia  Plank  Road  Company; 

Which  was  read  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Filor  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  made  the  fol 
ing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  have  examined  a  B 
be  entitled,  An  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  re 
the  force  and  operation  of  the  General  Laws  of  this  State,  in  rel 
to  the  migration  of  Free  Persons  of  Color  into  this  State,  appi 
December  15,  1854,  and  find  the  same  correctly  engrossed. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR,  Chaimu 

Wliich  was  read  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  tlu- 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  R 
setatives ; 

House  of  Representatives, 
January  2,  1855. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — The  following  Bills  have  passed  the  House,  viz  : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  fin  Act  entitled  an  A 
raise  a  revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida,  and  defining  the  duties  < 
Collectors  and  Assessors  thereof,  approved  July  24,  1845; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  prevent  planting  without  a  fei 
Walton  County ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Benjamin  Marsh* 
charge  Wharfage  in  the  town  of  Milton  ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  Pilotage  on  the  Bar  ( 
River  St.  Johns ; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  explanatory  of  the  several 
in  relation  to  the  migration  of  Negroes  or  Free  Persons  of  Colo 
Key  West ; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  empower  die  County  ' 
missioners  of  Wakulla  County  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  1 
ing  a  Court  House  in  said  Comity ;  and 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  electi< 
County  Commissioners  in  (jadsden  County. 

The  Flouse  has  indefinitely  postponed  Senate  Bill  to  be  entitl* 
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repeal  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  the  several  Acts  con- 
y  Licenses  to  retail  Spirituous  Liquors ; 
House  has  concurred  in  Senate  amendment  to  House  Bill  to 
ded  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  relinquishment  to  the  United 
in  certain  cases,  title  to  and  jurisdiction  over  lands  for  sites  of 
Houses  and  for  other  purposes,  on  the  coast  and  waters  of 
ate. 

House  has  refused  to  concur  in  Senate  amendments  to  House 
be  entitled  An  Act  to  prevent  the  abduction  and  escape  of 
ironi  this  State. 

House  has  ordered  the  printing  of  75  copies  of  the  foUovnng 
iz: 

lill  to  be  entided  An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  amendatory  of  the 
organize  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  Florida ;  and 
ill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  incorporating  the 
:ola  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company,  approved  December  13, 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives, 
eh  was  read  and  the  House  Bills  placed  among  the  orders  of 
f,  and  the  Senate  Bills  which  had  passed   both  Houses  were 
1  to  be  enrolled. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

tse  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a 

system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State ; 

J  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Eppes  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee ; 

eh  motion  was  lost, 

n  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

s — Mr.  President,  IMessrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes, 

[lawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith 

'acy — 15. 

s — Messrs.  Gillis  and  M>Tick — 2. 

he  Bill  passed — tide  as  stated. 

3red  that  the  same  bo  certified  to  tlie  House  of  Representatives. 

ise  Resolution  in  relation  to  Mail  Routes; 

j  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  upon  the  question  of  its 

e  tlie  vote  was  : 

a — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Filor,  GiUis,  Hawes, 

IS,  Kilcrease,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 13. 

s — None. 

laid  Resolution  passed. 

Bred  that  the  same  be  certified  to  tlie  House  of  Reprcsenta* 
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House  Resolution  relative  to  Copying  the  Laws  of  the  pres 
Session ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  upon  the  question  of 
passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Criglar,  Eppes,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myri 
Smith  and  Tracy — 8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Filor,  Gillis,  Kilcrease  and  Kiel 
son — i>. 

So  said  Resolution  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represei 
tives. 

House  Resolution  to  bring  on  the  Election  of  State  Officers; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cone,  the  Resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  Revenue  Act  conce 
ing  Saw  Mills ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  rule  was  waived,  the  Bill  reai 
third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  E[)] 
Filor,  GiUis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Pi 
ence.  Smith  and  Tracy — 16. 

Nays — Mr.  Long — L 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  tlie  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represei 
tives. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  extend  the  Limitations  of  3^ 
chants'  Accounts  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tl 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  for  tlxe  Relief  of  Purchaser 
Swamp  or  Internal  Improvement  Lands  from  tiie  United  States ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on 
morrow. 

House  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  die  several  Co 
ties  the  Sixteenth  Sections  witliin  their  limits ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  tliiixl  reading  on 
morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Celcstino  GonzaIe2 
establish  a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 

Was  read  tlie  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Gregorj^  Yneistra  aiw 
B.  Bobe  to  establish  a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Ttdlahassee 


Georgia  Railroad  Company ; 
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s  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time  by  its 
ind  on  motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improve- 
,  and  seventy-five  copies  ordered  to  be  printed, 
grossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  An 
)  restore  the  force  and  operation  of  the  General  Laws  of  this 
in  relation  to  the  Migration  of  Free  Persons  of  Color  into  this 
approved  December  15,  1854  ; 

,1  apon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
vas ; 

IS — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Eppes,  Filer,  Gillis, 
s,  Hopkins,  Long,  My  rick,  Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 13. 
ys — Messrs.  Cone  and  Criglar — 2, 
said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated, 
lered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 

use  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitied  An  Act 

se  a  Revenue  for  tlie  State  of  Florida,  and  defining  the  duties 

>  Collectors  and  Assessors  thereof,  approved  July  24,  1845  ; 

IS  read  tiic  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 

w. 

motion  the  rule  was  waived ; 

len  Mr.  Hopkins  moved  ;i  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  House 

ution  appointing  Mr.  Haughton   to  copy  the  Laws  passed  by 

esLMit  General  Assembly ; 

iich  motion  was  lost. 

use  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  to  prevent  Planting  without  a 

in  Walton  County ; 

IS  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  and  third 

and  upon  the  question  of  its 'passage  tlie  vote  was : 

18 — >Iessrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  My- 

Vicholson  and  Tracy — 9. 

ys — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Cone,  Criglar,  Long  and  Smith — 5. 

said  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

lered  that  tlie  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 

use  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Benjamin  Marshell 
irge  Wharfage  in  the  Town  of  Milton ; 

is  read  the  first  time,  and  on  motion  die  rule  was  waived,  the 
?ad  a  second  and  thii-d  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  pas- 
ihe  vote  was : 

IS — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson  and  Smith 

ys — ^None. 

said  Bill  passed — tide  as  stated. 

lered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represcnta- 
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House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the  Pilotage  of 
Bar  of  the  River  St  Johns ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
morrow. 
*  House  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  to  prevent  the  Abduction 

I  Escape  of  Slaves  from  this  State,  with  Senate  amendments  ther 

I  in  which  the  House  refused  to  concur ; 

I  Came  up  in  order. 

I  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  a  Committee  of  Conference,  cons 

;  ing  of  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Filor  and  Eppes,  M^as  appointed  to  act  ^ 

!  a  similar  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  Uike  into  coe 

eration  said  amendments. 

Ordered  that  tlie  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represei 
lives. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived ; 
When  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  Petition  of  Tliomas  E.  H 
vin  was  again  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Gri 
ances. 
Ill  I,,  On  motion  of  Mr.  Myrick,  the  Senate  went  into  Committee  of 

illll  111  Whole  upon  a  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  to  Incorporate  a  Bank 

'  '^ '  ^  the  City  of  Tallahassee. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  throi 
their  Chairman  reported  progiess,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again; 
Which  was  granted. 
On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived ; 

When  Mr.  Hopkins,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Propositions  i 
Grievances,  made  the  following  Report: 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was 
ferred  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  granting  Aid  to  ilie  Countj 
Putnam  to  build  a  Court  House  and  Jail,  have  had  tlie  same  ua 
consideration,  and 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  also  had  under  consideration  a  Petition  from  s 
dry  citizens  of  the  County  of  Putnam,  praying  that  the  sum  of  t 
tliousand  dollars  be  loaned,  on  good  and  sutficient  security  be 
given,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Jail  and  Court  House.  Y( 
Committee  have  agreed,  thereibre,  to  recommend  the  passage  of 
Bill  with  the  following  amendments: 

Strike  out  the  word  "  tlnt?e,'*  and  insert  the  word  "  two" ; 

Strike  out  the  word  "  seven,"  and  insert  the  word  "  six,"  wliich 
the  legal  interest  of  the  State. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  HOPKINS, 
Cliaimian 

Which  was  received  and  read,  and  the  bill  placed  ainoug  the 
dors  of  the  day. 
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1-1  

motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until   to-morrow   morning,  10 


WEDNESDAY,  January  3,  1855. 

Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain, 
loruni  being  present; 

notion  of  Mr.  Brinson,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday 
gpensed  with. 

following  Bills  and  Resolutions,  which  had   passed  the  Sen- 
're  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz: 
ill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  the  Revenue  liAWS  of  this 
oncerning  Saw  Mills; 

ill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to 
the  force  and  operation  of  the  general  laws  of  this  State,  in 
1  to  the  migration  of  Free  Persons  of  Color  into  this  State, 
ed  December  15th,  1854; 

se  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  planting  ivithout  a 
n  Walton  County ; 

se  Bill  to  be  entided,  An  Act  to  authorize  Benjamin  Marshell 
ge  whart'age  in  the  town  of  Milton  ; 

se  Resolution  relative  to  copying  the  Laws  of  the  present  ses* 
ith  enclosed  amendment ;  and 
se  Resolution  in  relation  to  Mail  Routes,  with  enclosed  amend* 

following  Bills  and  Resolutions  which  had  passed  both  Houses 

General  Assembly,  and  had  been  duly  enrolled  and  si^ed  by 

siding  officers  thereof,  were  transmitted   for   approval  to  his 

3ncy  the  Governor,  viz ; 

ict  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to   permanently  fix  the 

in  Precincts  of  Columbia  County,  and  to  repeal  certain   Acts 

named,  approved  January  8th,  1853; 

Act  to  authorize   William  Webb  to  establish  a  Ferry  across 

bia  Bay ; 

ict  to  empower  Charles  H.  Longworth   of  Gadsden   County 

age  his  own  estate  ; 

\ct  to  prevent  white  persons  from  gaming  with   Negroes  and 

*erson8  of  Color; 

)lutions  respecting  the  establishment  of  a  Mail   Route  from 

assee  \ia  Sopchoppy  in  Wakulla  County,    to   White  Bluff  or 

tsville,  at  the  moutli  of  Crooked  River,   on  the  Apalachicola 

Act  to  amend  an  Act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of 
i^est;  and 

Act  to  authorize  the  drainage  of  the  Alachua  Savannah* 
31  S 
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Mr.  Bird  annoanced  the  death  of  Jolm  Franklin  Dewtt,  a  memb* 
the  House  of  Representathes  from  Jefferson  Count j. 

On  motion,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory,  the  Senate 
joumed  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock.  A,  M, 


•1- 


THURSDAY,  Januar;^  4,  1855. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present ; 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Eppes,  according  to  jnevious  notice,  introduced  a  Bill  t 
entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  General  Act  for  the  Incorporati* 
Towns,  Academies,  Religious  Societies,  &c.,  approved  January 
1847 ; 

Which  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Long  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to-morrow  or  some  fi 
day  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  relief  of  "  Chaney,"  a 
woman  of  color. 

Mr.  Provence  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  daj 
leave  to  inti-oduce  a  Bill  to  he  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  an  a 
change  the  name  of  Oliver  Price  to  that  of  Oliver  Delk,  and  for  < 
purposes. 

Mr.  Hopkins  introduced  a  Petition  from  the  Masters  of  stea 
and  vessels  trading  on  the  St,  Johns  River,  in  relation  to  the  pj 
Pilotage,  &ic.; 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Provence  presented  a  Communicatiou  from  John  Tranthi 
Justice  of  the  Peace ; 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi( 

Mr.  Uawes  presented  tlie  Memorial  of  Bennett  &  Tcasdell 
others,  asking  that  the  law  tiixing  Foreign  Insurance  Conipanif 
repealed ; 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  referred  to  the  Committe 
Taxation  and  Revenue. 

Mr.  Filor  presented  a  Comnmnication  from  W.  C.  Malony,  i 
gard  to  delivery  of  liquor  to  Negroes  and  Mulattoes ; 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  referred  to  the  Committee  o 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Cone  presented  the  Memorial  of  M.  Wliit  Smith  and  oi 
in  regard  to  the  Jacksonville  and  ADigator  Plank  Road  Comj 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cone  also  presented  a  Petition  from  the  citizens  of  Colo 
County,  asking  that  Elisha  Carter  be  placed  on  an  equal  fo 
with  other  Physicians  of  tlire  State ; 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  table. 
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Myrick  offered  the  following  Resolution  ; 
ili^Bd,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representailvcs  of  tlie  Stat^ 
nida  in  General  Assembly  convened.  That  from  and  after  Sat- 
next,  the  6th  instant,  no  other  Bills  or  Resolutions  shdl  be 
iced  during  the  present  Session  of  tlie  Legislatuiv. 
ich  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  secoud  reading 
morrow. 

Provence,  from  the  Committee  on  Census  and  Api>oitionment, 
the  foUowing  Report: 

I  Committee  on  Census  and  Apportionment,  to  whom  was  ro* 
the  BiR  to  Organize  the  County  of  Manatee,  have  had  the 
under  consideration,  and  through  me,  their  Chairman,  report 
he  Bill  without  amendment,  and  recommend  its  passage. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

D,  PROVENCE, 

Chairman, 
ich  was  ready  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 

Filer,  from  the  Conuxdttee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  the  foU 
\  Report : 

Conmiittee  on  Engrossed  Bills  have  ^examined  the  following 
id  dsid  the  same  correctly  engrossed : 

iiU  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  extend  the  Limitation  of  Mer- 
'  Accounts  in  this  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR, 

Chairman^ 
ich  was  ready  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 

Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  made 
lowing  Report : 

!  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred 
I  to  be  entided  Sm  Act  for  tlie  relief  of  Dr.  Wm.  S.  Wilson 
r.  Ethddridge  Philips,  with  sundry  proposed  amendments,  ask 
through  their  Chainnan,  to 

REPORT: 

it  they  have  taken  the  case  in  hand,  and  afler  investigation  find 
Lccording  to  the  best  of  their  information,  service   was  perfect^ 
d  have  reported  a  bill  in  lieu  of  the  original,  embracing  the  sev- 
ises  therein  set  forth,  and  ask  its  adoption. 
Very  respectiiilly, 

JAMES  W.  SMITH,  Chairman, 
ich  was  read,  and  the  Bill,  together  with  the  substitute,  were 
I  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Long,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made  the  fol« 
j[  Report; 
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The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  nud  find  coi 
ly  enrolled.  An  Act  to  authorize  Thomas  H.  Willis  of  Leon  co 
a  minor,  to  assome  the  management  of  his  own  estate. 

M.  A.  LONG,  Chairm; 

Which  wag  read. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  R 
sentatives : 

House  of  Representatives, 
January  2,  1855. 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir :— TTie  House  has  concurred  in  Senate  amendments  to  th 
lowing  Bills,  viz : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitledi  An  Act  to  admit  Anderson  J.  Peeler  to  i 
tice  law  in  the  several  Courts  of  this  State ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  appointmc 
Inspectors  of  Tar  and  Turpentine  in  this  State  ;  and 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a 
end  system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State. 

The  House  has  also  concuired  in  tlie  report  of  the  Joint  £ 
Committee  of  Conference,  upon  amendments  to   Senate   BiU 
entitled  An  Act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  certain  cases. 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  Representath 

Whieh  was  read,  and  the  Senate  BiU  as  amended  ordered 
enrolled. 

Also  the  following : 

House  of  Representatives 
January  3,  1855. 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  :— -The  House  has  passed  the  following  Bills  and  Resol 
viz: 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  die  re-cstablishnii 
the  Records  of  St  Lucie  County ; 

A  BiU  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  J 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  State  Lands,  approved  Di 
ber31,  1852; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  EHjah  Johnson  &:  ( 
establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  State  1 
lying  on  the  disputed  boundary  hue  l>etween  tlie  States  of  G^ 
and  Florida ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  relative  to  depositions  taken 
Commission ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  make  permanent  the  County  S 
Holmes  County  at  a  place  known  as  Bear  Pen  Bluff,  in  said  < 
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nil  to  l>e  entitled  an  Act  to  change  the  name  of  Chaiies  Irvin 
II,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

ill  to  he  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  approved  November 
*28,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Lumber  m 
rious  Counties  of  this  State  ; 

olution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  contract  for  the  transport 
of  the  Laws  and  Journals  of  the  present  General  Assembly, 
r  other  purposes  ;  and 

ate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting,  with 
lowing  amendment,  viz : 

ke  out  "  Circuit,"  between  the  words  "  the"  and  "in,"  in  the  9th 
nd  insert  "  County." 

>vhich  amendment  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  is  respectfully 
ited. 
wi  Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives, 
ich  was  read,  and  the  House  Bills  and  Resolution  and  Senate 
ith  amendments  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

M\  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  City  of 

lassee; 

ne  ap,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Provence,  the  Senate  again  re- 

[  itself  into  a  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  further  consid- 

a  of  the  Bill— Mr.  Tracy  in  the  Chair. 

er  some  time  spent  therein  the  Committee  rose,  and  through 

Chairman  reported  the  Bill  back  to  the  Senate,  with  sundry 

iments^  and  recommended  its  passage ; 

ich  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  Bill  as  amended  read 

cond  time. 

motion  of  Mr.  Long,  said  Bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  made 

ecial  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next 

B  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

^es: 

House  of  Reprbsbntatives,  ) 
January  4,  1855.  \ 

rable  President  of  the  Senate  : 
: — ^The  following  Resolution  has  been  adopted  by  the  House, 


iolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives ,  {the  Senate  concurring) 
the  General  Assembly  proceed  to  the  election  of  Clerk  of  tlie 
sme  Court,  Comptroller,  Treasurer  and  State  Engineer  and  Ge- 
it,  at  12i  o'clock 
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In  which  Resolution  the  concurrence  of  tlie  Senate  is  respectl 
requested. 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
CleTk  Home  Representaiive 

Which  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  Resolution  was  laid  on  the  t 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Provence  moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inform 
House  that  the  Senate  refuses  to  concur  in  the  said  Resolution  j 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  Messrs.  Provence,  Kilcrease 
Eppes  were  appointed  said  Committee  ; 

Who,  upon  dieir  return,  reported  that  they  had  performed  the 
ty  assigned  them,  and  asked  to  be  discluirged; 

Which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  concen 
Interest  was  taken  from  the  table  and  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Myrick  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "  six"  and  insert  in 
thereof  "seven." 

Which  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Long  moved  to  strike  out  the  fiist  section  of  the  bill ; 

Upon  wliich  the  yeas  and  nays  wcr^.'  called  for  by  Messrs.  1 
and  Myrick,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  L 
and  Smith — 7. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Criglar,  Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis,  Ha 
Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence  and  Tracy — 10. 

So  the  section  was  not  stricken  out 

Ordered  that  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  tliird  reading  on  to-i 
row. 

On  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Kilcrease  moved  that 
Bill  to  prevent  the  deduction  of  two  pounds  of  cotton  per  bale, 
taken  from  the  table  and  placed  among  tlie  orders  of  die  day ; 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

House  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the  several  C< 
ties  the  sixteenth  sections  within  their  limits ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage 
vote  was : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease  and  Prov< 
—6. 

Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Filor,  G 
Hawes,  Long,  Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 11. 

So  the  Resolution  was  lost 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represe 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled,  an  Act  for  tlic  relief  of  purchasers 
Swamp  or  Internal  Improvement  Lands  from  the  United  States ; 


m 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^^m 


S47 

us  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 

¥as: 

IS — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes, 

Gillis^  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence  and  Tra- 

14.  ^  \ 

ys — Messrs.  Hawes  and  Smith — 2, 

said  Bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

lered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 

use  Bill  to  be  entitled,  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an 
>  raise  a  revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida,  and  defining  the  du- 
*  the  Collectors  and  Assessors  thereof,   approved   January  24, 

,s  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  was  referred  to  the 
littee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue. 

MH  to  be  entitled,  an  Act  to  authorize  Celestino  Gonzalez  to  es- 
I  a  wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola ; 

.8  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time 
pon  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 
IS — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,   Provence, 
and  Tracy — 16. 
ys — None. 

the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated, 
lered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the   House  of  Representa- 

motion  of  Mr.  Long,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  change  the 
►f  holding  the  Circuit  Court   of  Calhoun   County,   was  taken 
lie  table  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 
)ill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  Gregory  Yneistra  and  F.. 
be  to  establish  a  wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola ; 
B  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time  and 
the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 
IS — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,. 
GiUis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myiick,  Nicholson,  Provence,, 
and  Tracy — 16. 
j^s — None. 

the  bUl  passed — ^title  as  stated, 
lered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 

lee  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  regulate  the  Pilotage  of  the 

F  the  River  St.  Johns; 

B  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  was  referred  to  a  Select 

littee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Filer  and   Kilcrease,   to- 

'  with  the  Memorial  of  Masters  of  Steamers  and  Vessels  trad- 

i  the  River  St  Johns. 

iill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  granting  aid  to   the  County  of  Put* 

o  build  a  Court  House  and  Jail ; 
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Was  read  the  second  time.         >^  ^ 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Myrick  a  call  of  the  Senate  was  had. 

The  following  Senators  answered  to  the  call,  viz  : 

Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hop 
Long,  Myrick  and  Smith. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  Sergoant-at-Arms  was  ordered  t 
quest  the  attendance  of  the  absent  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gillis,  fartlier  proceeeings  under  the  call 
dispensed  with. 

&f  r.  Long  moved  to  amend  the  first  Section  by  striking  oat  "  sc 
and  inserting  "  eight,  payable  semi-annually,"  between  the  words 
and  •*  for,"  in  the  fourth  line ; 

Which  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  said  Bill  as  amended  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
ing  on  to-morrow. 

Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  the  General  Act  for  the  i 
poration  of  Towns,  Academies,  Religious  Societies,  &c.,  appi 
January  6,  1847 ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  tlie  second  time 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tliird  reading  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Myrick  moved  that  the  Senate  take  a  recess  until  7  o*( 
tliis  evening ; 

Which  was  lost 

Mr.  Myrick  moved  that  the  Senate  take  a  recess  until  3  o'cl 

Which  was  lost 

Mr.  Filor  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn  until  9  o'clock  to- 
row  ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  < 
and  Tracy,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Filai 
Long — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  (tillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  M} 
Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 10. 

So  the  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Provence  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn  until  10  o'cloe 
inorrow ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  b^^  Messrs.  E 
and  Provence,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Filor,  Hawes,  1 
and  Provence — 7. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Mj 
Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 9. 

So  the  motion  was  lost 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  organize  the  County  of  IW 
tee; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passag 
vote  was : 
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U9 — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  BriiisoDy  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes, 

Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith  and 

—15. 

^8 — Mr.  Myrick — 1. 

the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

iered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa? 

crossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  extend  the  limitation  of 
ants*  accounts  in  this  State  ; 

.'....  1  time,  and  upon  tlie  question  of  its  passage,  the 
•as : 

s — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,.Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes, 
Gjllis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  S^iith  an4 
—15. 

rs — Mr.  Provence — L 
he  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 
ered  that  the  same  be  ceitified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 

lill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  William  S. 

1  and  Doctor  Philips ; 

le  up,  and  on  motion  the  substitute  recommended  bjr  the  Com- 

was  adopted  in  lieu  of  the  original  Bill ; 

ich  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 

Y  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for^  third  reading  on 

TOW. 

ise  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  act,  approved  No- 
r  21,  1828,  providing  for  the  appointment  pf  inspectors  of 
5r  in  the  various  Counties  of  this  State ; 
i  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  ^,  secpn^d  time  on 
row. 

ite  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting,  with 
amendments  thereto ; 

le  up  in  order,  and  on  njiotion  of  Mr,  Hopkins,  the  amendments 
oncurred  in. 

jred  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Eit  the  Bill  as  amended  be  enrolled. 

se  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
it  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  State  Lands,  approved  De- 
•31,1852; 

»  read  the  first  time,  &e  rule  waived,  and  read  the  second  time 
itle. 

Cone  moved  to  amend  said  Bill  by  inserting  the  word  "  quar 
tween  the  words  "  exceed"  and  "  one,"  in  the  1st  Section ; 
ch  was  agreed  to. 

se  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  Elijah  Johnson  ^ 
establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River ; 
32  S 
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I  Wa«  read  die  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  an< 

'  times  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Cr^lar,  1 
Filer,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Pro 
Smith  and  Tracy— 16. 
}  Nays— None. 

J  So  the  Bill  passed — title  as  stated, 

\  Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  tlie  House  of  Repre 

1  tives. 

1  House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  authorizing  the  sale  of  the 

tmi  I  Id  Lands  lying  on  the  disputed  boundary  line  between  the  Sta 

fl|||lB  Geoigia  and  Florida ; 

"IB  Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  seeond  reading  c 

iH  morrow. 

^%  House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for   the   establid 

of  the  Records  of  St  Lucie  County ; 

Was  reiMl  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  seeond  reading 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  make  permanent  tiie  C 
site  of  Holmes  County,  at  a  place  known  as  Bear  Pen  Bluff  ir 
liilil  County; 

flB"  1 1^  Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  ti 

to-morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  relative  to  depositions  takei 
der  Commission ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  readbg 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  change  the  name  of  C 
Irvin  Vincan,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  ti 
to-morrow. 

House  Resolution  authoriung  the  Governor  to  contract  fc 
transportatibn  of  the  Laws  and  Journals  of  the  present  Genen 
sembly,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  tic 
to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  change   the   time   of  holdinj 
Circuit  Court  of  Calhoun  County,  with  House  amendments  thi 
Came  up  in  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Myrick,  the  amendments  made  by  the  1 
were  concurred  in. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represents 
and  the  bill,  as  amended,  be  enrolled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morro 
o'clock,  A.  M. 
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FRIDAY,  January  5,  1865. 

Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain^ 
ciorum  being  present ; 

motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  rf  yesAer* 
18  dispensed  ivith. 

following  Bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate  were  transmitted 
House  of  Representatives,  viz : 

ill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  Gregory  Yneistra  and  F.  • 
«  to  establish  a  wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola ; 
ill  to  be  etiutk'J  ail  Act  to  authorize  Ceiestino  Gonzales  to  es- 
a  wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola ; 

ill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  extend  the  limitation  of  Merchants' 
ts  in  this  State  j 

se  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  oiganize  the  County  of  Man* 
ithout  amendment; 

96  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  tO  authoilze  EBjah  Johnson  ds  Co^ 
)Hsh  a  Ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River,  without  amend- 
and 

se  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  A<A  £ot  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
'  or  Internal  Improvement  Laods  from  the  United  States,  with- 
sndment 

concurrence  of  the  Senate  to  Ifouse  amendments  tp  the  fol- 
Bills  were  likewise  transmitted^  viz : 

I  to  be  entitled  an  Act  t«  prevent  fraudulent  voting ;  and 

U  to  be  entitled  an  A<A  t»  change  the  time  of  holding  Circuit 

f  Calhoun  County. 

lotion  of  Mr,  Mynck^  Mr.  Cone  was  excused  from  attendance 

Senate  after  Tuesday  next 

lotien  of  Mk  Filor,  Mr.  Criglar  was  excused  afber  the   12tli 

^or,  from  ike  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  the  fol- 

Report: 

Committee  «n  Engrossed  Bills  have  examined  and  find   cor- 

ngrossed  the  following  bills : 

II  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  the  general  Act  for  the  In- 
tion  of  Towns,  Academies  and  Religious  Societies,  approved 
r  6,  1847; 

1  to  be  entitled  an  Act  concerning  Interest; 
1  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  WUliam   S.  Wil* 
others ; 

1  to  be  entitled  an  Act  granting  aid  to  the  County  of  Put- 
build  A  Court  House  and  Jail. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR,  Chairmaik 
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Which  was  read,  and  the  BiUs  placed  among  the  orders  of 
day. 

Mr.  Long,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  Bill  to  be 
titled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Cherry,  a  free  woman  of  color. 

Which  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  made 
following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  to  whom  was  rcfe 
the  Bill  entitled  An  Act  relative  tlie  claim  of  D.  P.  Hogue,  for 
vices  rendered  to  the  State,  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  ^ame  under  consideration,  and  find  i 
volved  in  difficulty.  Mr.  Hoprue  claims  of  the  State  payment  fo 
tending  to  the  collection  of  a  claini  in  Wasliington  for  tlie  Stal 
Florida.  Said  claim  was  biised  upon  on  appropriation  grante< 
Congress  of  75,000  dollars,  to  rc-iniliiuse  the  State  for  paymei 
expenditures  of  the  State  incurred  in  suppressing  Indian  hostilitit 
the  year  1849:  The  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
ted  States  having  interposed  some  difficulty,  by  off-setting  i 
old  Territorial  claim  against  the  appropriation,  it  was  not  paid  in 
diately  to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  the  then  existing  Gove 
Thomas  Brown,  says,  in  a  cotninuiiicatiou  to  this  Committee,  th 
the  request  of  the  Quarter  Master  (General,  he  prevailed  on  I 
Hogue,  Esq.,  Attorney  General  of  the  State,  but  not  in  his  ot 
capacity,  to  visit  Washington  on  tlie  subject  of  said  elauns,  ai 
urge  the  allowance  of  the  same  ;  that  he  addressed  a  letter  to 
Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  tlie  United  Si 
by  him ;  that  Mr.  Hogue  went  to  Washington,  and  after  much 
culty  succeeded  in  obtaining  tlie  allowance  of  about  #GO,000  oi 
claims  due  to  this  State,  which  were  transmitted  to  him,  as  Gov< 
of  the  State,  in  two  checks,  one  for  28,000  and  odd  dollars,  and 
other  for  31,000  and  odd  dollars,  which  cheeks  were  collected  b 
Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  and  paid  over  to  the  Treason 
this  State.  He  further  says  that  in  sending  Mr.  Hogue  to  Was! 
ton  for  the  settlement  of  those  (*laims,  he  did  not  employ  him 
speciid  State  Agents  nor  did  he  make  any  agreement  for  tlie  pa 
his  services,  but  left  that  for  the  action  of  the  General  Assen: 
that  he  simply  agreed  to  pay  his  expenses,  for  which  purpose  he 
him  a  draft  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  $500,  out  of  tlie  Contii 
Fund,  which  he  received.  He  is  of  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Hogue 
dered  valuable  services  to  the  State,  and  hopes  tlie  General  Asse 
"Will  take  the  justice  of  his  claim  into  consideration,  and  says  th 
any  person  is  entitled  to  be  paid  for  such  services  as  StcUe  A 
Mr.  Hogue  is  the  person. 

The  Committee  have  furtlier  the  evidence  of  W.  H.  Taylo] 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Hogue,  < 
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mry  Department,  March  13,  1854:  tn  this  letter,  Mr.  Taylor^ 
erernce  to  the  claim  of  the  United  States  for  Tierritorial  bonds, 
er  $100,000,  says  that  he  perfectly  recollects  that  Mr.  Hogue 
a  decided  and  active  part,  and  that  until  they  were  disposed  of, 
irt  of  the  appropriation  could  have  been  paid,  and  that  a  matter 
erest  claimed  by  the  State,  he  feels  confident  was  settled  by  his 
tons  in  behalf  of  the  State.  The  amount  of  the  two  drafts,  as  given 
r.  Taylor  to  the  Governor,  he  says  were,  the  first  $28,t>44.32, 
he  other  $31,102.49,  thus  making  in  the  aggregatee  $59,746.81. 
B  have  further  the  testimony  of  Wm;  R.  Hayward,  the  former 
Treasurer,  corresponding  with  the  statement  of  Mr.  Taylor,  as 

B  have  said  this  case  was  involved  in  difficulty,  another  party 
g  claimed  the  settlement  and  procuring  of  these  same  drafts,  be- 
le  very  same  amount,  doUars  and  cents,  exactly  corresponding 
the  above,  which  was  ascertained  by  applying  to  the  Comp- 
p's  office.  We  found  there  that  Mr.  G.  W.  Hutchins  had,  in 
lary,  1854,  on  an  account  rendered  by  him,  as  State  Agent, 
paid,  for  collecting  this  identical  claim,  5  per  cent,  together  for 
'ting  other  money,  on  his  simply  rendering  in  that  account,  with- 
ny  other  showing  than  his  own  statement,  the  account  not  being 
n.  Now  we  are  of  opinion  that,  under  a  resolution  of  the  last 
nbly  in  Mr.  Hutchms*  favor,  that  account  should  not  have  been 
3Dly  upon  proof,  and  if  paid  otherwise,  the  State  should  have  re- 
e  upon  the  Comptroller.  We  are  informed  further  that  a  suit 
een  instituted  by  the  Governor  against  Mr.  Hutchins  for  recov^ 
r  the  money  back,  which  seems  to  us  an  acknowledgement  on 
irt  that  the  money  has  been  wrongfully  paid.  The  issue,  then, 
upon  this :  Was  Mr.  Hutchins  the  State  Agent,  and  as  such 
Agent  did  he  do  the  service  or  not  ?  We  find  by  conference 
lie  former  Governor  that  he  never  did  recognize  him  as  such 
»  from  whom  thht  agency  must  emanate,  if  he  had  any;  and  if 
3  been  paid  for  that  service,  Should  this  do  away  the  claim  of 
[ogue,  who  here  claims  that  he  did  the  service,  and  submits  his 
?  We  are  of  opinion,  from  what  we  can  learn,  that  no  such 
amount  was  expected  of  this  Assembly  to  be  aUowed  as  what 
?en  paid  to  the  one  party,  when  this  work  was  done,  and  that 
te  Governor,  in  fact,  did  not  expect  any  farther  remuneration 
I  be  required  than  the  draft  which  he  gave  for  500  dollars,  and 
firmly  believed  that  he  could  collect  it  through  the  medium  of 
rrespOndence,  and  it  seems  strange  to  us  that  a  matter  of  such 
tance  should  have  so  long  been  neglected.  The  Committee, 
ore,  after  having  submitted  the  result  of  this  investigation,  beg 
to  present  the  accompanying  Bill,  with  this  report,  to  the  Sen- 
tid  leave  it  for  thrfr  investigation,  without  any  reoonunendation 
against  it  on  our  part  further. 

Very  respectftjlly, 

JAMES  W.  SMITH,  Chaiiroan. 
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Which  wAb  read,  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  \ 
Day. 

Mr.  Long,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judieiar3%  made  the  folio 
ing  report  : 

The  Judiciary  Committee^  to  whom  was  referred  a  communicati 
from  a  citizen  of  Monroe  County,  beg  leave  to  report  thereon 
Bill,  which  is  herewith  submitted,  the  passage  of  which  they  reco 
mend. 

M.  A.  LONG,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  Bill  placed  among  the  ( 
ders  of  the  Day. 

On  motion  the  rule  Was  waived,   and  Mr.    Kilcrease  moved  thai 
Bill  to  prevent  the  reduction  of  two  lbs.  of  cotton  per   bale,   be 
ferred  to  a  Select  Committee ; 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  Messrs*  Kilcrease,  Bird  and  Cc 
were  appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion  the  rule  Was  waived,  and  Mr.  Cone  permitted  to  int 
duce,  without  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the 
lief  of  William  Raulersbn  and  Ransom  Foster; 

Which  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Rep 
sentatives : 

HotJsE  OF  Representatives,  ) 
January  5,  1855.  ) 

Han.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir : — ^The  House  has  appointed  Messrs.  Haynes,  Parsons  a 
Pope  a  Committee  to  confer  with  the  Committee  appomted  on  1 
part  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  disagreement  between  the  t^ 
Houses  upon  amendments  to  a  ImII  to  be  entitled^  an  Act  to  prev< 
the  abduction  and  escape  of  Slaves  from  this  State* 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  qf  Representatives* 


Which  was  read. 
Also  the  following  t 


HousM 


■1 


6f  Representatives, 
January  5,  1855. 
Hon.  President  of  the  SeMte  : 

Sir: — ^TThe  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  have  passed  the  Houi 
Viz: 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize    Absalom  W.  Smith 
establish  a  Ferry  across  Suwannee  River ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  the  Cuba  and  Unit 
States  Submarine  and  Territorial  Magnetic  Telegraph  Company, 
pass  lines  of  Telegraph  through  the  State  of  Florida,  and  to  prot< 
the  same ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  adopt  an  equal  and  uniform   mo 
of  Taxation  in  this  State ; 
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Bin  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  taking  of  the  Cen- 
>f  1655  in  this  State; 

inate  Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  to  change  the  mode  of  compen- 
g  the  several  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  this  State, 
rat  amendment; 

mate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  create  a  State  Librarian,  with 
bilowing  amendment,  viz : 

rike  out  "  twenty-five"  in  the  4th  Section  and  insert  *'  one  hun- 
''  in  lieu  thereof; 

which  amendment  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  is  respectfully 
»ted. 

Msolntion  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment  and  for  other  purposes, 
le  following  Bills  have  been  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  House, 

nate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  the  Revenue  Laws  of 
State  concerning  Saw  Mills ;  and 

nate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitled  an  Act 
store  the  force  and  operation  of  the  general  laws  of  this  State 
^tion  to  the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color  into  this  State, 
>ved  December  15, 1854. 

le  House  has  refused  to  concur  in  Senate  amendment  to   Reso-* 
I  relative  to  copying  the  I«aws  of  the  present  Session. 
Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  Representatives, 
hich  was  read. 

dered  that  the  House  and  Senate  Bills  with  House  amendments 
aeed  among  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  Senate  Bills  which  had 
id  both  Houses  be  enrolled. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

(Solution  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of  Bills  after  the  6th  in-> 
as  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 

5W. 

>u8e  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  re-establish^ 
of  the  Records  of  St;  Lucie  County « 
as  read  the  second  time  and  ordereci  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 

DW. 

L  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  JVfr.  Filer  ofiered  the  follow- 

^solution : 

solved  by  the  SencUe,  (the  House  of  BepreserUaUves  concurring) 
the  General  Assembly  proceed  to  the  election   of  Comptroller, 
surer,  State  Engineer  and  Geologist  and  Clerk  of  the  Supreme 
t  at  12  o'clock,  M. 
hich  was  adopted, 
dered  that  the  House  of  Representatives  be  informed  tbereoC 
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House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  authorizing  the  sale  of  die  8t 
Xiands  lying  on  the  disputed  boundary  line  between  the  States 
••Georgia  and  Florida ; 

Was  read  tlie  second  time. 

Mr.  Myrick  moved  that  tiie  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  lor  by  Messrs.  Hopk 
•and  Myrick,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brinson,  Criglar,  Eppes,  GUlis,  Hopkins,  Myri 
JNicholson,  Provence  and  Smith — 9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Filor,  Hawes,  Kilcrease  and  Long- 
So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represei 
^tiyes. 

On  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Provence,  pursuant 
previous  notice,  inti-oduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal 
Act  to  change  die  name  of  Oliver  Prico  to  that  of  Oliver  Delk,  a 
for  other  purposes ; 

Which  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

House  Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  to  make  permanent  the  Coui 
site  of  Hohncs  County,  at  a  place  known  as  Bear  Pen  Blufi'  in  s 
County ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  ^notion  of  Mr.  GilHs  was  1 
on  the  tablr. 

House  Resolution  autliorizing  the  Governor  to   contract   for 
transportation  of  the  Laws  and  Journals  of  the  present  General  j 
sembly,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  ti 
.•and  upon  thc^  question  of  its  passsge,  the  vote  was: 

Yeas — M(i8srs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  GiUis,  Hawes,  Kilcre 
and  Provence — 7. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Eppes,  Filor,  Hopkins,  Loi 
Myrick,  Ni^'liolson  and  Smith — 9. 

So  the  Resolution  was  lost. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repreaeu 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  change  the  name  of  Chai 
Irvin  Vincan  and  for  other  purposes; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act   to   grant  f 
emption  rights  to  Settlers  on  State  Lands,  approved  December 
1852 ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  upon  tiie  question  of 
•  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Hawes,  Myiicki 
Nicholson — 7. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bii-d,  GiUis,  Hopkins,  Long,  I 
vence,  Smitli  and  Tracy — 8. 
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k  Hke  Bill  was  lost 

r.  Bird  moved  to  re-consider  the  vote  on  said  Bill ; 
K>n  which  &e  yeas  and  nays  wese  eaUed  for  bj  Messrs.  Myricl^ 
Fracy,  and  were : 

AS — Mr.  Preifdent,  Messrs.  Bird,  Bfinson,  Cone^  Criglar,  FiJor^ 
,  Hawes,  Long,  Myriek,  Nioholiion,  Provm&oe  and  Smith — 18. 
lys — Messrs.  Eppes,  Hopkins  and  Tracy — 3. 
the  vote  was  re- considered. 

id  Bill  was  again  read  the  diird  time,  and  upon  the  qoostion  of 
ssage  the  vote  was : 

as — Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  CHgiar,  Filer,  GiliiSy  Myrick^ 
)lBon,  Presence  and  Smith-^10. 

ys — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Hawes^  Hapkjns,  Long  «nd  Trar 
>. 

said  BiK  passed-^litle  as  stated. 
i^^tfaaA  the  same  be  certified  to  th^  House  of  Represe&ta- 

nse  BiH  to  be  entitled  an  Aet  to  amend  an  Act,  approved  No* 
iT  21,  1628,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of 
wr  in  the  various  Coonties  of  diis  State ; 
IS  read  the  second  time. 

motion  of  Mr.  Mynck,  the  rule  was  waived,  said  Bfll  read  the 
time,  and  npon  the  qnestion  of  its  passage  the  vote  ^as: 
IS— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Filor, 

Haires,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myijek»  Niehelaon,  Prpvenee^  Smith 
i'racy — 15. 
ys — None. 

said  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated, 
leiied  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the   Houie   of  itepe«eota- 

Qse  Bill  to  be  enticed  an  Aet  rebitive  tQ  DepofliftioiMl  ^en 

CommisMon ; 

18  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  ibr  a  ^Ard  leading  iOn  tOK 

^• 

^8sed  Bin  to  be  entitled  an  Act  concerning  Interest ; 

\s  read  the  tiiird  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  {Mus^age  the 

ras: 

18 — ^Mr.  President^  Messrs.  Bird,  Ciigiar,  Filar,  Gillis,  Myrick^ 

►Ison,  Provence  and  Tracy— *9. 

fs — ^Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long  and  Smith 

the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

lered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representar 

Brinson  gave  notice  thAt  he  wonkl,  at  some  future  day,  e^tcf 
otest  in  relation  to  the  Bill  just  passed. 
83  8 
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Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  WOKa 
S;  Wuson  and  others; 

Was  read  the  thml  dme^  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  t 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Gill 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — U 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Honse  of  Represeni 
tives. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  gp-anting  aid  to  the  Cour 
of  Putnam  to  build  a  Court  House  and  Jail ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  tiie  question  of  its  passage  1 
vote  was : 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Criglar,  Filor,  Gil] 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith  a 
Tracy— 14. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Cone  and  Eppes — ^2. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Honee  of  Represen 
tives. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  the  General  Act 
the  incorporation  of  Towns,  Academies  and  Religous  Societies,  i 
proved  January  6,  1847 ; 

Was  read  die  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  iU  passage  i 
vote  was : 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Crigla%  Epp 
Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Froven 
Smith  and  Tracy— 16.  .  ^ . . , 

Nays — ^None. 

So  the  Bill  passed— title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  ihe  House  of  Represen 
tives. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Cherry,  a  free  won 
of  color; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
morrow. 

A  Committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  Ho 
had  concurred  in  the  resolution  to  go  into  the  election  of  State  C 
cers,  and  as  the  hour  of  twelve  had  arrived,  requested  the  Senate 
join  them  in  said  election. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  House  of  Representatii 

The  President,  by  invitation  of  the  Speaker,  took  the  Chair. 

The  Presid^t  announced  that  the  object  of  the  Joint  Meeting  ^ 
the  election  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  Treasurer,  State  1 
gineer  and  Geologist,  and  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court 
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i  motioii,  th^  Joint  Meeting  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Comp* 

sr  of  Poblie  Accoonta. 

r.  Long  ^f  the  Senate,)  nominated  Theodore  W.  Brevard,  of 

I  County. 

r.  Shine  (of  ^  Hovue,)  nominated  Simcm  Towle,  of  Leon  Coui)^- 

le  first  vote  resulted  as  follows : 

«  BRfivARD.'-^iS>etiate-**Mr.  President^  Messrs.  Birdy  Brinson, 
>,  Criglar,  Filer,  Hawes,  Long  and  Provence — ^9. 
MMe — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires, 
itie.  Coombs,  Dell^  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Par- 
Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  VanZant  and  Wall— 20. 
1—29. 

)it  TowLB. — Senate — ^Messrs.  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick 
elson.  Smith  and  Tracy — 1. 

9use — ^Messrs.  Brown,  Dismokes,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Hollaman, 
ston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Riviere,  Shine,  and 
npsen  of  Santa  Rosa— 12.    Totalr-19. 
le  President  declared  there  was  no  election, 
le  Joint  Meeting  proceeded  to  a  second  voting,  which  resulted 
Uows : 

^R  Bkxvabd. — Senate — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Biinson, 
),  Criglar,  Filer,  Hawes,  Long  and  Provence — ^9. 
mse — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires, 
itie.  Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Par- 
Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Sant  and  Wall— 2L    Total— ^. 

>s  Towui. — Senate — ^Messrs.  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Myrick^. 
olson.  Smith  and  Tracy — 7. 

nue — ^Messrs.  Brown,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Hollaman, 
ston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel^  Riviere,  Shine,  and 
npson  of  Santa  Rosa— 12.    Total— 19. 
16  President  declared  Mr.  Brevard  duly  elected  Comptroller  of 
c  Accounts  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

I  motion,  the  Joint  Meeting  proceeded  to  the  election  of  State 
neer  and  Geologist 

r«  Long  (of  the  Senate)  nominated  F.  L.  Dancy,  of  St  Johns 
ity* 

*.  SUne  (of  the  House)  nominated  William  T.  Stockton,  of 
den  County. 
\e  vote  was  as  follows: 

R  Danct. — Senate — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson, 
,  Criglar,  Filor,  Hawes,  Long  and  Provence — ^9. 
nue — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires, 
tie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Par- 
Penn,  Pope,  Porter,^rescott,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Saat  and  WaU— 21.    ¥otal— W. 
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For  Stockton. — Senate — Messrs.  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins 
Nicholson — L 

House — Messrs.  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  L 
ford,  Shine,  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 7.     Total  11. 

Blank. — Senate — Messrs.  Myrick,  Smith  and  Tracy — 3. 

House — Messrs.  Brown,  Haddock,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Neel 
Riviere — 5.     Total — 8. 

The  President  declared  Mr.  Dancy  duly  elected  State  Engii 
And  Geologist. 

On  motion,  the  Joint  Meeting  proceeded  to  the  election  of  T 
surer. 

Mr.  Long  (of  the  Senate)  nominated  Charles  H.  Austin^  of  I 
County. 

The  vote  was  as  follows : 

For  Austin. — Senate — Mn  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brin 
Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Filory  Hawes,  Long,  Myrick,  Provence 
Tracy— 12. 

House — Mn  .Speaker^  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Ca 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  DeD,  Dismukes,  Dumrnett,  FenneH,  i 
braith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Pars 
Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Vani 
and  Wall— 27.     Total-^9. 

Blank. — Senate — Messrs.  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Nicholson  aftd  S] 
— ^. 

House — Messrs.  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Riviere,  Shine,  and  Tho 
son  of  Santa  Rosa — 5.     Total — Si, 

The  President  declared  Mr.  Austin  duly  elected  Treasurer  of 
State  of  Florida. 

On  motion,  the  Joint  Meeting  proceeded  to  the  election  of  C 
of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Dell  (of  the  Horuse)  nominated  John  P*  K.  Savage,  of  L 
County. 

Mr.  Bird  (of  the  Senate)  nominated  Alfred  L.  Woodward,  of  1 
County. 

The  first  vote  resulted  As  follows  : 

For  Savage. — Senate — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Ep 
Gillis^  Hawes,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 8. 

House — Messrs.  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dmnmett,  Galbn 
Harns,  Haynes,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Pope,  Porter,  Sh 
VanZant  and  Wall— 14.     Total— 22. 

For  Woodward. — Senate — Messrs.  Bird,  Cr^lar,  Filor>  Hopli 
Long  and  Myrick — 6. 

House — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Neel,  P< 
Pfescott,  Riviere  and  Rowley — 9.     Total — 15. 

BlaKIc. — Senate — Messrs.  Cone  and  Nicholson — 2, 

House — Messrs.  B.-iisden,  Bellamy,  Christie,  Haddock,  Hollan 
Langford,  Parsons,  I'hompson  of  Levy  and  Thompson  of  Si 
Rosa— 9.     Total— 11. 
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e  Preridetit  delared  lliere  was  no  el#etM«i.  * 
,  Peim  (of  the  House)  nominated  Benjamin  F.  Parker,  of  Caf^ 
County. 

a  second  voting  resulted  as  foflowg : 

I  Savagk. — Senate — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Eppes,. 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Provence^  Smith  and  Tracy— 9. 
ttf«— 'Messrs.  Carter,   Chaircrs,  Christie,  Coombs,   DeR,   Dum 
Grslbraith,  Harris,   Haynes,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Pope^ 
jy,  Shine  and  WaU— 15.     Total  24. 

I  Woodward. — Senate — Messrs.  Bird,  Cr^lar,  Filor,  tiong  and 
k--6. 
iM^^MesBTB.  Brown,  Disimikes,  Fennell  ttid  Riviere'«>-4.    To- 

i  PAi^ftK. — Senaie — Mr.  C(toe — ^1. 

«c^— Messrs.  Baisden,  Haddock,  Neel,  P^n,  Porter^  Preecott 
anZant^7.     Total  8. 
lNK— Senate — -Mr.  Nicholson — 1. 

Me-*Mr4    Speaker,   Messrs.    Hollaman,   Langford,    Parsons^ 
psdn  of  Levy  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 6.     Total  7< 
!  President  declared  that  there  was  no  election. 
Parsdiis  moved  th^t  the  Joint  Meeting  do  now  adjoiirti  ^ 
ich  was  not  agreed  to. 

Joint  Meeting  then  proceeded  to  a  third  vothig,  which  result* 
'ollows :  0 

Savage. — Senate-^Mfi  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson, 
,  Filor,  Gillis,  HaWes,  Hopkins,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy— 

we — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Chaires,  Chrfstie,  Coomhs, 
)nmmett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Johnston,  Jones 
»au.  Pope,  Rowley,  Shine  and  Watt— 17.     Tbtal  28. 

Woodward. — Senccte — ^Messrs.  Crfglar,  Myricjk  and  Nichol* 
L 

we — Messrs.  Browti,  Carter,  Dismnkes,  Fenn^,  Neel,  Riviere 
bompson  of  Santa  Rosa^— 7.     Total  10. 

Parker.' — Scnat^-*-Messrs.  Cone  and  Long — S. 
»e^— Messrs.  Baisden,  Peon,  Porter,  Prescott  and  VanZant-^* 
7. 

NK.^— fir«^»tete— 0. 

ise — ^Messrs.  Hollaman^  Langfbrdj  Parsons  and  Thofnpson  *dt 
■4.    Total  4. 

President  declared  tfmt  there  was  no  eleeftion. 
Myrick  wilJidrew  the  name  of  Mr.  Woodward. 

fourth  voting  resulted  as  foDows : 

Satag^. — Senate — Mr.  President,    Messrs.  Bird,   Brinson^ 

Filor,  OiRfs,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Myriok,  Nicholson,  Ph^enee, 
and  Tracy— 13. 
wc-=^Messrs.  Bellamy,  <]1iah^s,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dis- 
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inukes,  Dimimett,  Femidl,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hay 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neei,  Pope,  Riviere,  Ro\i 
Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall— 22.     Total  35. 

For  Parker.— iSeyio^e— Messrs.  Cone,  Criglar  and  Long — 3. 

House — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Fenn,  Porter,  Pres 
and  VanZant— 7.    Total  10. 

Blank. — iSenofe-^. 

House — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Hollaman,  Parsons,  and  Thomr 
of  Levy — 4.     Total— 4. 

The  President  declared  Mr.  Savage  duly  elected  Clerk  of  the 
preme  Court  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

The  Jomt  Meeting  then  adjourned,  and  the  Senate  return© 
their  Chamber. 

On  motion  of  Mr«  Myrick,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3  o'cl 
P.M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  Senate  met     A  quorum  not  being  present ; 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-mor 
morning,  9  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  January  6,  1855. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brkison,  the  readii^ 
the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  BiUs  whicj^  had  passed  the  Senate  were  trans 
ted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  i^Q  general  Act  for  the 
corporation  of  Towns,  Academies  and  Religious  Societies,  app 
ed  January  6th,  1847; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  William  S.  ^ 
son  and  others ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  granting  aid  to  the  County  of  Puti 
to  build  a  Court  House  and  JaH ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  concerning  Interest ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  approved 
vember  21st,  1828,  providing  for  the  appointment   of  Inspector 
Lumber  in  the  various  Counties  of  this  State ;  and 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an 
to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  Settlers  on  State  Lands,  approved 
cember  31,  1852. 

Enrolled  Bill,  an  Act  to  authorize  Thomas  H.  Willis  of  L 
County,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  ow  n  estate, ; 
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itract  and  be  oootracted  witfa,  was  transmitted  for  approval  to 
tcellency  the  Governor. 

L<Hig,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made  tbe  follow* 
port: 

)  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  and  report  as  cor- 
enrolled  the  following : 

lolation  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  St  John's  Bar,  and 
eservation  of  the  site  of  St  John's  Light  House ; 
Act  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  Cir- 
curt  for  Calhoun  County ; 

Act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  certain  cases ; 
Act  explanatory  of  the  several  Acts  in  relation  to  the  migra- 
a  of  negroes  or  free  persons  of  color  into  Key  West ; 
Act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Harbor  and  Bay  of  Apa- 
ola; 

Act  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting ;  and 

Act  to  empower  the  County  Commissioners  of  Wakulla  Conn- 
evy  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Court  House  in  said 

M.  A.  LONG, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills* 
ich  was  read 

Long,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made  the  following  re- 
Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  communica- 
1  the  nature  of  a  Memorial,  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Ma« 
ounty,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  Judge  of  the  Eastern 
b  holds  the  opinion,  and  has  decided  that  appeals  do  not  lie  to 
reuit  Courts  of  this  State  from  judgments  rendered  by  Justices 
Peace, 

REPORT: 

t  the  memorialist  regards  this  as  an  evil  which  the  General 
bly  is  called  upon  to  redress ;  but  as  the  communication  or 
ial  has  been  simply  referred  to  the  Committee,  without  any 
tions,  they  are  left  to  conjecture  that  the  object  of  the  refer- 
ras  to  elicit  their  opinion  upon  the  following  points,  viz : 
Whether  the  ruling  of  the  Judge  of  the  Eastern  Circuit  is  a 
t  exposition  of  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  State  on 
Int ;  and  if  so,  ' 

l^hether  tiie  Legislature  have  power  to  confer  on  the  Circuit 
the  necessary  appellate  jurisdiction. 

IThether  it  is  expedient  for  the  Legislature  to  exercise  that 
;  and  if  so, 

to  prepare  a  Bill  for  that  purpose. 

each  of  these  points  the  Committee  have  directed  as  much  at. 
L  and  time  as  has  been  at  their  command,  consistent  with  their 
lomerous  and  equally  important  duties. 
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Vptm  tlie  first  point,  \nz :  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  of 
Judge  ©f  the  Eastern  Circuit,  tlie  Committee,  believing  that 
General  Assembly  have  no  judicial  powers  under  the  Constitnl 
<leem  it  indelicate  and  useless  to  attenipt  to  pass  upon  the  con 
nesa  of  the  opinions  or  decisions  of  the  Judicial  Department  of 
Government  The  Committee  have  been  informed,  and  believe, 
the  correctness  of  that  opinion  will  probably  be  tested  by  the 
preme  Court,  at  its  ensuing  Session  in  the  Easteni  part  of  the  S 
Whatever,  therefore,  might  be  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  we 
proper  for  them  to  express  one,  they  assume  the  decision  to  be 
rect  until  reversed  bj  the  Supreme  Court,  tlie  decisions  of  w 
Court  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  in  the  same  sense,  and  tc 
same  extent,  that  laws  constitutionally  passed  by  the  I^egislature 
80  denwninated.  But  because  the  Senate  may  differ  with  the  C 
mittee  as  to  the  propriety  of  declining  to  consider  die  correctnei 
the  decision  of  the  Eastern  Judge,  and  awaiting  the  final  decisk 
the  Swprerae  Court,  your  Committee  have  deemed  ii  their  dut 
present  tkom  clauses  of  tlie  Constitution  and  Laws  of  tliis  S 
upon  tiie  construction  of  wliich  the  question  depends. 

The  SxtU  Clause  of  the  Fifth  Article  of  the  Constitution,  i 
theae  words  c 

"The  Grcuit  Courts  shall  have  original innsdiction  In  all  noat 
civil  and  eriminal,  lYJtluii  this  State,  not  otherwise  excepted  in 
ConslitutioiL" 

Although  this  clanse  cert<iin[y  does  not  expressly  confer  any 
pellate  jurisdiction,  it  js  to  be  noted  that  it  contains  no  prohibitio 

The  Tenth  Clause  of  the  Fifth  Article  of  the  Constitution,  i 
these  words : 

"  A  competent  number  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  be,  i 
time  ;to  time,  appointed  or  elected  in  and  for  each  County,  in  j 
jnode^  and  for  such  term  of  office,  as  the  General  Assembly  ma] 
rect.  And  shall  possess  such  jurSsdjction  as  shall  be  prescribe! 
Jaw ;  and  in  cases  tried  before  Justices  of  the  Peace,  the  right  oj 
peal  shall  he  secured,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  ma 
prescribed  by  law  " 

It  may  be  remarked^  that  the  appeal  here  provided  for  does 
mention  the  tiibunaJ  to  m  hich  the  same  may  be  taken,  but  seem 
have  left  that  open,  as  one  of  the  regulations  to  be  "  prescribe< 
Jaw." 

By  the  Schedule  and  Ordinance,  Article  !4,  Clause  l,itis  decla 

"That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  now  in  force,  .or  which  maj 
hereafter  passed  by  the  (Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
Territory  of  Florida,  not  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  this  Co 
tution,  shall  continue  in  force  until,  by  operation  of  their  pro  vis 
or  limitations,  the  same  shall  cease  to  be  in  force,  or  until  the  ( 
«ral  Assembly  of  this  State  shall  alter  or  repeal  the  same." 

The  Act  of  18^  was  in  force  and  operation  when  this  Cons 
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ras  adopted,  and  wotdd  seem  to  have  been  embraced  under  the 
cited  provision  of  the  Constitntion — ^in  which  Act  are  the  fol- 
r  words : 

'  either  party  shall  be  dissatisfied  with  the  judgment  of  the  Jus- 
r  the  Peace,  in  any  canse  tried  by  him,  where  the  amount  in 
>versy  shall  exceed  the  amount  of  ten  dollars,  such  party  may, 
I  three  days  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Court  at  which  the 
idgment  was  rendered,  demand  an  appeal  to  the  Circuit  Court 
County ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Justice  to  grant  said 
I,  upon  the  appellant's  paying  the  costs,"  &c.,  &c. 
)n  the  second  point,  as  to  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  con-* 
I  the  Circuit  Courts  the  necessary  appellate  jurisdiction,  the 
littee  have  to  remark,  that  it  is  obvious  that  if  the  Court  has 
pellate  jurisdiction  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  quoted 
3,  the  Legislature  can  confer  none,  for  this  Act  is  as  full  and 
it  as  any  which  this  General  Assembly  could  possibly  enact 
to  the  third  point,  whether  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  appeals 
cuit  Courts  from  judgments  rendered  by  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
)mmittee  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  such  appeals  are  loudly 
ided  for  the  due  administration  of  justice  in  this  State, 
to  the  fourth  point,  viz :  the  preparation  of  a  Bill  with  the  re- 
i  provisions,  the  Committee  have  to  remark,  in  conclusion,  that 
jurisdiction  does  not  exist  at  present,  it  can  only  be  conferred 
amendment  of  the  Constitution ;  but  because  it  does  not  clearly 
itirely  appear  that  Circuit  Courts  are  destitute  of  this  jurisdic- 
there  not  having  been  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  that 
-the  Committee  have  not  thought  it  proper  to  prepare  a  Bill  to 
[  the  Constitution. 

)  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  said  Communication 
morial  be  laid  on  the  taUe,  and  lliat  it  be  discharged  from  the 
r  consideration  of  the  subject 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 

Chairman. 
Ich  was  read  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  concurred  in. 
Hopkins,  from  the  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  made 
lowing  Report : 

I  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue  have  had  under  con- 
ion  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  authorizing  the  Governor  to 
7  money  to  redeem  the  outstanding  State  Script,  issued  under 
it  of  the  7th  January,  1853,  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

t  the  Internal  Improvenaent,  the  Seminary  and  the  School  Fund 

not  to  be  loaned  out  at  so  low  a  rate  of  interest,  because  we 

the  same  can  easily  be  invested  so  as  to  realize  at  least  8  per 

We  do  not  think  tiie  obligation  of  the  State  to  redeem  the 

34  S 
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outstanding  State  Script  of  so  Imtnediate  and  pressing  a  characi 
to  require  the  State  to  borrow  money,  at  any  rate  of  interest,  t< 
the  same.  Indeed,  we  suppose  the  General  Government  will 
these  claims,  if  properly  ap[)lied  to,  as  will  doubtless  be  the  case 
we  think  there  exists  no  necessity  for  the  State  to  borrow  monc 

Admitting  the  power  of  the  State  to  borrow  money  to  pa} 
debt,  as  we  are  disposed  to  do,  although  the  subject  is  not  w 
clear  of  doubts  in  some  minds,  still  we  think  the  power  of  loj 
money  to  be  repaid  by  taxation  should  never  be  exercised,  e 
under  extraordinary  circumstances,  of  the  most  pressing  nece 
which  we  concur  in  believing  do  not  exist 

EDWARD  HOPKINS,  Chainn; 

I  dissent  in  so  far  as  the  rate  of  interest  goes. 

E.  HOPKI> 

Which  was  read  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 

Also  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  to  whom  was  rei 
a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  raise  a  Reveni 
the  State  of  Florida,  and  define  the  duties  of  tiie  Collectors  ani 
sessors  thereof,  approved  January  24,  1845,  have  had  the  same 
der  consideration,  and  Report,  that  in  their  opinion  the  said  biU  si 
not  pass. 

EDWARD  HOPKINS,  Chairmj 

Which  was  read  and  the  Bill   placed  among  the  orders  of  the 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts^  i 
the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  to  whom  was  ref 
th^  Petition  for  rehef  of  William  Raulerson  and  Ransom  Fi 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  the  subject  matter  under  investigation,  to  wit,  a  claim  of 
ment  for  hoiMs  shot,  as  they  say,  while  in  service,  should  have 
rendered,  by  me  Captains  of  their  respective  Companies,  for 
ment  in  the  proper  time,  with  their  claim  for  services,  as  it  wou 
then  allowed,  have  been  refunded  by  the  United  States ;  but  h 
slept  over  it  until  this  late  day,  for  this  (jJeneral  Assembly  to  asi 
payment  of  such  claims,  and  making  the  State  chargeable,  won 
establishing  a  bad  precedent  We,  therefore,  how^ever  we  may 
pathlze  witii  the  parties,  do  -not  recommend  a  bill. 

JAMES  W.  SMITH,  Chairma 

Which  was  read,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  concurred 

The  following  message  was  reoeired  from  the  House  of  Reprc 
tatives: 

House  of  RjsPRESEivTATn'Es, 
Jwnary  6,  1855. 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

SiMiWTbe  following  Bills  have  passed  the  House,  viz: 
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8D  to  be  ^htided  ui  Aet  to  amend  tbe  Attachment  Laws  now 
eem  this  State; 

3ill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  locate  the  Seminary  of  Learning  to 
ablished  west  of  the  Suwannee  River  in  this  State ; 
1;]]  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  W.  M.  C.  Neel  to  estab* 
Ferry  across  the  Chattjihoof  hee  River ; 

3ill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment   of  Physi* 
who  are  summoned  to  attend  Coroners'  Juries ; 
iill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to 
e  the  name  of  Oliver  Price  to  that  of  OKver  Delk,  and  for  oth- 
poses,  approved  January  8,  1853; 

iill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  defining  the  duties  of  Witnesses  in  the 
d  Courts  of  this  State  j 

Ull  to  be  entitled  an  ilct  to  legitimatize  and  change  the  names 
rtain  persons  therein  named ; 

Jill  to  be  entided  an  Act  for  the  Preservation  of  Bridges ; 
Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  amendatory  of  the  Act  to  provide  foir 
ijment  of  Coroners*  Juries,  approved  January  24,  1851 ; 
Mi  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  cede  certain  property  to  the  City 
»yWest; 

Bill  to  be  en  tided  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  for  the  regulation  of 
and  Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola,  passed  the 
B  December  22,  1854  ;  and 

Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  white  females  and  males 
living  in  an  open  state  of  Adultery  or  Adultery  and  Fomica* 
Aithin  the  State  of  Florida,  with  negroes  and  other  persons  of 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives. 
dch  was  read,  and  the  Bills  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 

motion  the  rale  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Eppes  permitted,  without 
us  notice,  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  concerning 
►wers  and  iurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery ; 
dch  was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

M  to  be  entitled  an  Act  amendatory  of  an  Act  entided  an 

oriendatory  of  the  seveiial  Acts  now  vi  force  in  this  State  in  re- 

to  trading  with  negroes ; 

s  read  the  first  time,  the  role  waived,  read  the  second  and  third 

by  it»titie,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

18 — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,   Fllor, 

ins.  Long  and  Tracy — ^9. 

^»-— Messrs.  Eppes,  Gillis,  Myrick,  Nicholson  and  Smith— 4.- 

said  bill  passed,  tide  as  stated. 
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Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represei 
tives. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitled  an  Ac 
change  the  name  of  Oliver  Price  to  tliat  of  Oliver  Delk^  and  for  i 
er  purposes; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  T 
day  nexty 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  relative  to  tlie  claim  of  David 
Hogue  for  services  rendered  the  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  t 
reading  on  Tuesday  next 

A  Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  Raulei 
and  Ransom  Foster; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  T 
day  next 

House  Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  to  adopt  an  equal  and  unif 
mode  of  Taxation  in  this  St^te  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  T 
day  next 

House  Resolution  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment  and  for  other 
poses; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  and  i 
time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Ef 
Filor,  Gillis,  Hawea,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Suiitli  and  Tracy — 13. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Long — ^2, 

So  said  Resolution  passed. 

Ordered  that  die  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repress 
tives. 

Mr.  Tracy  moved  a  re-consideration  of  the  vote  just  had ; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Me 
Eppes  and  Gillis,  and  were : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Eppea,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Long,  M^Tick,  Nichol 
Smith  and  Tracy— ^. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  ] 
and  Hawes — 1, 

So  the  vote  was  re- considered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  E 
offered  the  following  amendment  to  said  Resolution : 

Insert  after  the  figures  1855,  in  the  fifth  line,  the  words  ^'sine 
and  strike  oat  the  balance  of  said  Resolution. 

Upon  which  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  fo 
Messrs.  Eppes  and  Filer,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Long,  My 
Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 10. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar  and  H 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted.    .    #i. 
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.  Bjrinaon  moved  to  stake  out  **  1^'  and  inaert  in  K^u  thereof 
'  also  strike  out  "Saturday?"  and  insert  "Thursday." 
lich  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  read  as  amended 
cond  time,  and  the  amendments  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
reading  on  Tuesday  next 

.  Hopkins  moved  that  the  Senator  eleet  from  Hamilton  be  per- 
1  to  take  his  seat; 
lieh  was  carried. 

B  Senator  elect,  W.  J.  J.  Duncan,  having  presented  the  certifi- 
)f  the  Secretary  of  State,  was  duly  sworn  by  T.  J.  Eppes,  a 
y  Public. 

motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  Mr.  Myrick  was  excused  from  attend- 
upon  the  Senate  after  to-day. 

M  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  create  a  State  Librarian,  v^ith  House 
Iment; 

me  up  in  order. 

motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
iered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives^ 
le  Bill  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

use  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  taking  the  Cen* 
'  1855,in  this  State; 

IS  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Toes- 
ext 

use  BIU  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  the  Cuba  and  Uni- 
tates  Submarine  and  Territorial  Magnetic  Telegraph  Compa^ 
pass  lines  of  Telegraph  through  the  State  of  Florida  and  to 
St  the  same ; 

IS  read  the  first  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins  was  laid 
3  table. 

.  Provence  presented  a  letter  from  James  Gough; 
lich  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Long  was  referred  to  the 
nittee  on  Corporations* 

motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Cone  permitted,  without 
NIB  notice,  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  an 
D  amend  the  several  Acts  concerning  Licenses  to  retail  Spiritu- 
liquors,  and  to  restore  in  force  the  old  Acts  concerning  Licenses ; 
lich  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 
use  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  Absalom  W.  Smith 
ablish  a  Ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River ; 
IS  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  and  third 
» and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 
us — Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Duncan,  Eppes,  Filor,   GUlis^ 
ins,  Long,  NicholsoD,  Provence^  Sooath  and  lVaoy---l3. 
ys — Mr.  Kilcrease— 1. 
Uie  Bill  passed'-^title  as  stated 
iered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa* 
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On  motion  die  rale  was  waired,  and  Mr.  Kilcrease  allowed  to 
trodnce,  without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  in  it 
tion  to  fraudulent  Loans  of  Chattels ; 

Which  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

House  Resolution  in  relation  to  Copying  the  Laws  of  the  pres 
Session,  with  Senate  amendments,  in  which  the  House  refused  to  c< 
cur; 

Came  up  in  order,  and  wasi  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kilcrease,  laid 
the  table. 

Resolution  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of  Bills  after  the  6th  in 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  motion  tlie  rule  was  waived,  i 
Mr,  Kilcrease  offered  the  following  as  an  amendment : 

Strike  out  "  Saturday"  and  insert  "  Monday ;" 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Resolution  was  read  ilie  third  time  as  amended,  and  upon 
question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Duncan,  Filer,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  ] 
crease  and  Nicholson---8. 

Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs*  Brinson,  Eppes,  Hawes,  Lc 
Provence  and  Smith — ^7. 

So  the  Resolution  passed,  as  amended. 

Ordered  that  die  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represei 
tires. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cone,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  the  Resolo 
to  adjourn  on  Thursday  next,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon 
question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  I^sident,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Duncan,  C 
lar,  Eppes,  Filer,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Nicholson,  Smith 
Tracy— 14 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Hawes,  Long  and  Provence— 3. 

So  the  Resolution  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represe 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitied  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  re-establishii 
of  the  Records  of  St.  Lucie  County ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  whicl 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Ep 
Filer,  Gillis,  Hawes^  Kilcrease,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Si 
and  Tracy — 16. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  said  Bill  passed-^titie  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represe 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitied  an  Act  to  change  the  name  of  Chj 
Irvin  Vincan,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passagi 
vote  was : 
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AS— Mr.  Prarident)  Measre.  Bird,  Criglar,  Duncao,  Eppes,  Filer, 
I,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smidi 
rracy— 15. 
lys — None. 

said  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated, 
dered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Honse  of  Representa- 

>iise  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  relative  to  Depositions  taken  un- 
/ommission ; 

as  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
was: 

as — Mr.  Preddent,  Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Filor,  Gillis^ 
9s,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 12. 
lys — None, 

said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated 
dered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 

BiU  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Cherry,  a  free  woman 

lor; 

as  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  referred  to  the  Commit- 

a  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

^use  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  bor- 

noney  to  redeem  the  outstanding  State  Script,  Issued  under  the 

^f  the  7th  January,  1853 ; 

as  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 

was: 

as — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Hawes,  Kilcrease  and 

jlson — 6. 

ys — ^Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Duncan,  Filor,  Hopkins,  Long, 

mce.  Smith  and  Tracy — ^9. 

the  Bill  was  lost 

dered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 

motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Kilcrease  moved  that  Mn 
an  be  placed  on  the  several  Standing  Committees  in  lieu  of  Mr. 

iiich  was  agreed  to. 

use  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Act 
Be  a  Revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida,  and  defining  the  duties  of 
oilectors  and  Assessors  thereof,  approved  July  24,  1845 ; 
18  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vas: 

us — None. 

vs — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Dun- 
rilor,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  KUcrease,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence, 
and  Tracy — 15. 
the  Bill  was  lost 
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Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  tlie  House  of  Represer 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  the  Attachment  La 
now  in  force  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  time,  i 
on  motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  locate  the  Seminary  of  Lea 
ing  to  be  established  West  of  the  Suwannee  River,  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
Tuesday  next 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  W.  M.  C.  Ned  to 
tablish  a  Ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River ; 

Was  read  tbe  first  time,  the  nile  waived,  read  the  second  and  tl 
times,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  tlie  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Dune 
Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence  i 
Tracy— 14. 

Nays — None,  '  ' 

So  said  Bill  passed — ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represei 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  paymen 
Physicians  who  are  summoned  to  attend  Coroner's  Juries ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  time 
its  title,  and  on  motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judicif 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitleil  an  j 
to  change  the  name  of  Oliver  Price  to  that  of  Oliver  Delk,  and 
other  purposes,  approved  January  8,  1853  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  nile  waived,  read  the  second  and  tl 
times,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Duncan,  Eppes,  Gilhs,  H awes,  Hopkins,  Lo 
Nicholson,  Provence  and  Tracy — 9. 

Nfiys — Mr.   President,  Messrs.  Birtl,  Brinson,   Cone  and  Cris 

—5.  ;."' 

So  the  Bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represer 
tives. 

Mr.  Provence,  from  to  Committee  on  Corporations,  made  the 
lowing  report; 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refen-ed  tlie  communication  of  Jar 
Oough,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and 

REPORT: 

That  diey  find  Mr.  Gough  erected  his  Mill  in  the  year  1844,  wl 
the  country  was  new,  and  when  his  enterprise  made  him  almos 
benefactor  to  a  newly  setding  country.  Your  Committee  furt 
find  that  liis  dam  throws  water  back,  and  over  quite  a  number 
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!  of  low  swampy  land,  which  the  State  owns,  and  which  is  imw 
;  to  be  entered  or  taken  by  pre-emption.  Your  Committee,  in 
of  the  above  stated  facts,  offer  the  accompanying  Bill,  the  pro- 
is  of  which,  in  brief,  are  as  follows : 

I  That  James  Gough  shall  hereafter  be  entitled  to  all  the  privt 
5  and  franchises  to  which  he  might  have  been  entitled,  if  his 
lad  been  erected  by  and  under  authority  of  an  act  of  the  Legis 

That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Register  of  the  State 
is,  or  the  Trustees  mentioned  in  Section  2d  of  an  act  entitled 
Act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a  liberal  system  of  Internal 
Dvements  in  this  State,"  to  sell  the  lands  over  which  the  wate^r 
«en  or  may  be  backed  by  the  dam  of  Mr.  Gopgh's  Mill 
Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  PROVENCE, 

Cliairman, 
[ijeh  was  read  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  ordisrs  of  the  day, 
>use  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  define  the  duties  of  Witnesses 
J  several  Courts  of  this  State  ; 

is  read  the  first  time,  tlie  nde  waived,  and  the  Bill  read  a  second 
by  its  title. 

.  Long  offered  the  folio \\ing  amendment : 
wided,  That  witnesses  slijill  continue  to  have  the  same  right  to 
nd  and  receive  thier  proper  fees  for  attendance  from  day  to  day, 
die  party  at  whose  instance  they  have  been  simuponed,  that  is  at 
It  provided  by  law. 
lich  was  agreed  to. 

lered  that  the  amendment;  be  engrossed  for  a  ithir4  reading  on 
lay  next 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  concerning  the  Ppyvprp  Wl  Juris 
n  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  ; 

18  read  the  first  timp,  the  rule  waived,  and  the  Bill  read  a  sec? 
ime. 

motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  said  Bill  was  referred  to  the  Coinmittee 
3  Judiciary. 

motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Kjlcre^sp,  from  the  Com- 
5  on  the  Militia,  made  the  following  report : 
B  Committee  on  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion 
I  Governor's  Message  relating  to  the  Militia,  ask  leave  to  make 
allowing 

REPORT: 

at  it  is  true  the  Militia  of  the  State  is  in  a  disorganized  condition, 
owever,  from  the  want  of  laws  requiring  an  efficient  organization, 
om  the  fact  that  they  are  not  applicable  to  the  present  sparsely 
ated  condition  of  our  State.  Our  Militia  are  too  much  scattered 
>w  of  their  concentration  at  one  point  in  sufficient  numbers  fop 
36  S 
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Brigade,  Regimental,  or  Battalion  musters.  Witli  the  view  of  re 
edying  the  defects  in  our  present  laws  and  making  them  applical 
to  our  present  condition,  the  Committee  propose  tlie  accompanyi 
amenchnents,  and  ask  tiieir  adoption  by  the  Senate. 

The  Conmiittee  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  abolish  the  office 
Qaartermaster-General,  or  that  the  State  Arms  should  be  turned  o^ 
to  the  Treasury,  but  would  recommend  tlieir  distribution  to  Voli 
teer  Companies,  under  certain  resti-ictions,  and  tlie  passage  of  a  R 
olution  asking  Congress  to  allow  the  deposite  of  our  State  Anns 
be  made  at  the  Arsenal  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  at  tke  Govenum 
Stores  at  Pensacola  and  St  Augustine. 

Amendments  Proposed  to  the  existing  Militia  Laws^ 

Sec.  4th — Article  1st. — ^The  Major-General  shall  attend  a  drini 
review  of  the  Officers  of  each  Regiment  of  his  Division,  atkast  oi 
in  every  four  years. 

Article  2d. — The  Brigadier-General  shall  attffid  a  drill  and  revi 
of  the  Officers  of  each  regiment  of  his  Brigade,  at  least  once  ki 
ery  two  years. 

Article  3d. — ^The  Colonel  of  each  Regiment  shall,  once  in  oj 
year,  call  out  the  Officers  of  his  Regiment,  and  drill,  exercise  and 
struct  tliem  in  the  Battalion  and  Regimental  drill,  for  at  least  t 
days. 

Article  4th. — The  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Major  shall,  once 
each  year,  assemble  the  Officers  and   non-commissioned  Officers 
their  respective   Battalions,  and  shall   instruct  and  drill  them  in 
School  of  the  Company  and  Battalion,  for  at  least  two  days. 

Article  5th. — Tlie  Captains  of  each  Company  shall  assemble 
Officers  and  non-commissioned   OtHcers  of  his  Company,  at  le 
twice  in  each  year,  and  shall  instruct  and  drill  tliem  in  the  School 
the  Soldier  and  Company,  not  to  exceed  two  days  at  any  one  tiui 

Strike  out  the  entire  8th  Section,  relating  to  Musters. 

Sec.  9 — Article  2. — Captains  of  Companies  shall  make  return* 
their  strength  to  the  Adjutant  of  tlie  respective   Regiments,  on 
30th  day  of  June  of  each  year. 

Sec.  3 — General  Prainsions — Article  1st — Strike  out  tJie  en 
Article,  and  insert  a  provision  for  tlie  encouragement  of  Vohint 
Companies. 

All  of  wliich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

VVM.  E.  KILCREASE, 
Chairman 

Which  was  read,  and  the  report  concurred  in. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  Act  to  prevent  White  Females  and  Mt 
from  hvmg  in  an  open  state  of  Atlultery  and  Fornication,  within 
State  of  Florida,  wkh  Negroes  and  other  Persons  of  Color ; 

Came  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  tlie  Bill  was  indefinitely  postponed 
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Ordered  fhat  tlie  saniB  be  eertified  to  the  House  of  Representa* 

s. 

[oase  Bin  t^  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  Regula- 
of  Pilots  and  Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola, 

led  tlie  House  December  22,  1854 ; 

VsLS  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  and  the  Bill  read  a  sec- 
time  by  its  title. 

[r.  Criglar  offered  the  following  as  an  amendment,  viz  : 

^rovided,  That  no  coastin*^  \'essels  plying  on  the  Gulf,  between 
West  and  tlie  mouth  of  tlie  River  Rio  Grande,  shall   be  subject 

ay  any  Pilotage,  unless  the  Master  shall  require  the  services  of  a 

t, 

i^hich  was  adopted. 

rdered  that  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third 
on  Tuesday  next 

oase  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  amendatory  of  the  Act  to  provide 

he  p<ayment  of  Coroner's  Junes,  approved  24th  January,  1851  ; 

[as  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  and  third 

s  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

eas — Mr.   President,    Messrs.   Bird,   Brinson,    Criglar,  Duncan, 

es,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 12. 

a\^8 — Mr.  Cone — 1. 

>  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

rdered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the   House  of  Representa* 

ouse  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  preservation  of  Bridges ; 

'^as  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Tues- 

next 

Q  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  following  Committee  was  appointed 

inance,  viz : 

essrs.  Filor,  Eppes,  Brinson,  Long  and  Tracy. 

ouse  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  cede  certain  property  to  the 

of  Key  West ; 

as  read  the  first  time,  the  Rule  waived,  read  the  second  time  by 

tie,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Filer  indefinitely  postponed. 

Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitied  an  Act  to 

id  the  several  Acts  concerning  Licenses  to  retail  Spirituous  Li- 

3,  and  to  refNtore  in  force  the  old  Acts  concerning  Licenses ; 

as  read  die  first  timei  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  and  third 

i  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was  : 

3as — Me^rs.  Bnuson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Eppes,  Hopkins, 

rease  and  Tracy — 8. 

ays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Filor,  GiUis,   Hawes,   Long, 

lolson,  Provence  and  Smith — 9. 

>  the  bill  was  lost 

ouse  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  legitimatize  and  change  the 

?s  of  certain  persons  therein  named  ; 

as  read  tiie  first  time,  iho  rulu  waived,  read  the  second  and  third 
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time  by  its  title,  and'upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  tlie  vote 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Eppes 
lor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Nicholson,  Pro\ 
Smith  and  Tracy— 16; 

Nays — Mr.  President — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Reprei 
tives. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  in  relation  to  F 
ulent  Loans  of  Chattels ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  tit 
its  tide,  and  on  motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  ibrthe  Benefit  of  James  Gough 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  tim( 
Ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tliird  reading  on  Tuesday  next 

On  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  introduced, 
out  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  atfbhorize  Sj 
B.  Thompson  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Soutli    Fork    of 
Creek; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  tlie  rule  waived,  read  the  s 
and  third  times  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passag 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone,  Criglar, 
can,  Eppes,  Filor,  GiUis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  N 
feon,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracj — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated* 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repre 
tives. 

On  motion  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Tuesday  moniing,  10  o' 


TUESDAY,  January  9,  1855; 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Rev.  Mr;  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present ; 

Mr.  Long  informed  the  Senate  of  the  indisposition  of  its  Pre! 
Mr.  SneU. 

On  motion^  Mr.  Tracy  was  elected  President  pro  tern. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Filor,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  was  disp 
with. 

The  following  communication  was  transmitted  to  his  Excel 
the  Governor: 

HovsE  OF  Representatives 
January  9,  1855. 
His  Excellency  James  E;  Bboome, 

Giroernor  of  the  StaJe  of  Florida 

ftm-^We  have  the  honor  to  infonn  your  Excellency  thai 
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Joint  Meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  held  on  the  5th  mst,  for  tJid 
purptse  of  electing  a  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  a  State  Eii* 
^neer  and  Geologist,  a  Treasurer,  and  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court ; 

Mr.  Theodore  W.  Brevard  was  declared  duly  elected  Comptroller 
of  Public  Accounts  of  the  State  of  Florida ; 

Mr.  Francois  L.  Dancy  was  declared  duly  elected  State  Engineer 
and  Geologist ; 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Austin  was  declared  duly  elected  Treasurer  of  the 
State  of  Florida ; 

Mr.  John  P.  K.  Savage  was  declared  duly  elected  Clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

Yery  respectfully, 
.  .       .  G.  D.  LIVINGSTON, 

i.    ,i..i   ^  t  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives, 

Th(iift^lowing  Bills  and  Resolution,  which  had  passed  both  Houses 
of  the  General  Assembly ^ -and  Iiad  been  enrolled  and  signed  by  the 
presiding  officers  thereof,  were  transmitted  for  approval  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, viz : 

Aa  Act  in  relation  to  the  electing  of  County  Commissioners  in 
Gadsden  County ; 

An  Act  to  empower  the  County  Commissioners  of  Wakulla 
County  to  levy  a  Tax  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Court  House  in 
said  County ; 

An  Act  explanatory  of  the  several  acts  in  relation  to  the  Migra- 
tion of  Negroes  and  Free  Persons  of  Color  into  Key  West ; 

An  act  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting ; 

An  Act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  certain  cases ; 

An  Act  to'  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court  of  Cal^ 
houn  County ; 

An  Act  to  Improve  the  Navigation  of  the  Harbor  and  Bay  of 
Apalachicola ; 

Resolution  relative  to  the  Improvement  of  -St  Johns  Bar,  and  the 
Preservation  of  tlie  Site  of  the  St  Johns  Light  House. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions,  which  had  passed  the  Senate^ 
were  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  amendatory  of  an  act  amendatory  of* 
the  several  acts  now  in  force  in  this  StatA,  in  relation  to  Trading 
with  Necrroes ; 

A  liill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  Samuel  B.  Thompson  to 
establish  a  Ferry  across  the  South  Fork  of  Black  Creek ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  re-establish^- 
lishnient  of  the  Records  of  St  Lucie  County ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  change  the  name  of  Charles 
Irvin  Vincan  and  for  other  purposes ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  relative  to  Depositions  taken  un^ 
der  Commission ; 
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House  Bill  to  be  entitled  ftii  Act  to  authorize  W.  M.  C.  Nee 
establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  autliorize  Absalom  W.  S 
to  establish  a  Ferry  acVoss  the  Suwannee  River; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  amendatory  of  the  Act  to 
vide  for  the  payment  of  Coroners*  Juries,  approved  January  5 
1851; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitled  an 
to  change  the  name  of  Oliver  Price  to  that  of  Oliver  Delk,  au 
other  purposes ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  legitimatize  and  change 
name  of  certain  persons  therein  named ; 

Resolution  in  relation  to  the  iirtroduction  of  Bills;  and 

House  Resolution  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment  and  for  other 
poses,  vv^ith  enclosed  amendment. 

Mr.  Long,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  fol 
ing  report: 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  b 
titled  an  Act  concerning  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  the  C< 
of  Chancery  of  the  State  of  I'lorida,  have  had  the  same  under 
sideration,  and  recommend  its  passage  iu  the  fomi  it  now  u 
^ame  being  agreed  to  by  its  autlior. 

ResjwctfuUy  submitted, 

M.  A.  LOxXG,  Chainni 

Which  was  read,  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 

Also  the  following; 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be 
tied  an  Act  to  amend  the  Attachment  Laws  in  force  in  this  ^ 
have  considered  the  same,  and  unanimously  instruct  the  undersi 
to  recommend  that  the  sanoe  do  not  pass.  ^JThe  propose<l  am 
ment  consists  in  allowing  attachments  to  issue  against  a  per 
property,  in  the  total  absence  of  fraud,  whenever  the  debtor  pn 
es  to  remove  bonafde  from  one  Count}^  in  this  State  to  another. 
Committee,  not  to  express  their  sentiments  in  stronger  languagi 
gard  the  amendment  as  harsli  and  alC^gether  unnecessary  to  the 
of  justice. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG,  Chainrn 

Which  was  read,  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 

Also  the  following ; 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  h 
titled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  physicians  who  are  i 
moned  to  attend  Coroners'  Juries,  having  considered  the  sanK 
struct  the  undersigned  to  report  that  diey  recommend  that  the  e 
do  pass. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG,  Chairma 
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Which  was  read,  and  tlie  Bill  placed  among  tlie  orders  of  the  day* 

Also  the  follo\^ing : 

The  Judiciary  Coniinittee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Bill  to  be  en- 
titled an  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  in  reflation  to  fraudulent  loans  of  chat- 
tels, have  considered  the  same,  and  have  instructed  the  undersigned 
to  report  as  follows : 

Upn  examination  of  the  Bill,  it  appears  to  be  a  literal  copy  of  an 
existing  statute,  wUIi  the  alteration  of  one  word — tlie  word  two  is 
substituted  for  the  word  Jive.  I'lie  Act  of  1832,  at  page  217  of 
'JTionipson's  Digest,  of  which  the  Bill  niVi red  is  a  literal  copy,  with 
the  exception  above  specified,  is  regarderl  by  a  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  of  little  or  no  value,  and  they  do  not  think  the  change  pro- 
posed in  the  re-enactment  as  materially  improving  the  same.  The 
iaajority  of  the  Committee  tliink  that  a  lUli  to  rci)eal  tlie  Act  would 
deserve  more  favor  than  the  proposed  amendment,  and  therefore  in- 
struct the  undersigned  to  recommend  its  rejection.  But  if  the  Senate 
should  pass  the  Bill,  its  title  should  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
word  repealf  and  inserting  the  word  amend  in  lieu  thereof. 
Respectfullv  submitted, 

M.  A.  LOxNG, 
Chaimian  Judiciary  Committee. 

^riiich  was  read,  and  the  BiU  placed  among  tlie  orders  of  the  day. 

AUo  the  following: 

ITie  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  w^as  refen-ed  a  Bill  to  be  enti- 
tled an  Act  to  extend  political  equality  to  Ignatio  Phalez  and  others, 
have  considered  the  same  with  more  tlian  ordinary  interest  and  care^ 
and  \vith  an  earnest  desire  to  Hud  suttieient  reasons  to  recommend 
its  passage.  But  as  the  only  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  confer  upon  cer- 
tain persons  therein  named  *'  all  the  imlitical  equality  and  rigJiis  of 
other  free  American  citizens,"  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
power  of  the  Legislature  is  incompetent  to  eiiect  that  object.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  tState  can  alone  confer  political  rights,  and  if  the  per- 
sons named  hi  this  Bill,  being  '*  bom  of  White  and  Indian  blood,"  are 
excluded  by  the  Constitution  from  poUtical  equality,  it  is  quite  ob- 
vious that  nothing  short  of  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  could 
include  or  enfranchise  them.  The  Committee  are  inclined  to  the 
opinion,  were  it  proper  to  express  one  in  the  premises,  that  the  per- 
wjns  named  in  this  bill  are  already  entitled  to  poHtical  equality,  not- 
withstanding  their  Indian  blood,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, as  decided  by  a  high  Judicial  tribunal  of  Louisiana  in  a  similar 
case,  it  being  probable  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  only  aim- 
ed to  exclude  the  African  race  from  political  rights.  Moreover,  the 
Committee  are  by  no  means  ceilain  that  if  the  persons  named  in  this 
bill,  or  their  ancestors,  were  "  inlnibitants"  of  this  Territory  at  the 
date  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  Florida  by  Spain  to  the  United  States, 
tliat  they  are  not  by  that  treaty  entitled  to  political  equality,  inde- 
pendent of  the  Constitution.     But  both  of  these  questions  being  strict- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


380 

\y  judicial  in  dieir  character,  may  not  be  deternjined  by  the  Lc 
tare,  because  all  **  the  judicial  power  of  this  State"  is  vested  i 
Courts  mentined  in  tlie  Congtitiition. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  wbilo  they  sincerely  hope  that  pers^ 
80  much  moral  and  social  worth  and  respectability  as  those  n 
in  this  bill  are  represented  to  be,  may  be  speedily  admitted  to  tl 
taal  enjoyment  of  that  political  equality  for  which  they  are  bc 
qualified,  by  proper  and  legitimate  means,  they  are  constrained 
clare  it  as  their  opinion  that  tlie  Legislature  are  incompetent  1 
complish  that  object 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M,  A,  LONG 

Chairman  Judiciary  ComniitI 

Which  was  read,  and  the  Bill  [tlaced  among  tlie  orders  of  tht 

Mr.  Filor,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  tin 

lowing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  have  examined   and  fine 
rectly  engrossed  tlie  following  bills : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an    Act    relative   to  the    claim   of  Dai 
Hogue  for  services  rendered  the  St^ite  ;  and 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  (he  benefit  of  James  Gough. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  FILOR,  Chainu 
Which  was  read,  and  the  Bills  placed  among  the  orders  of  tin 
The  following  jnessage  was  received  from  tlie  House  of  II 
entatives : 

House  of  ReprksentativeSj 
Jaimary  9,  1855. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — The  House  has  passed  Senate  Bill  to   he   entitled  an 
granting  certain  Lands  to  tlie  Palatka  and  Micanopy    Plank  J 
Company,  with  the  following  amendment,  vizc 
St. ike  out  Section  6. 

The  House  has  refused  to  concur  in  Senate   amendment  to 
to  l)e  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  grant  pre-emption  rigl 
settlers  on  State  Lands,  approved  December  31,  1852. 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  Rejjre^eritaiu 
Which  was  read,  and  the  Bills  placed  among  the  orders  of  tht 
Also  tlie  following : 

House  of  Representatives, 
January  8,  1855. 
Hon.  Pre^fident  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — The  House  has  passed  the  following  Bills  and  Resolu 
viz: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  incoiporating  tlie  Florida  and  M 
Railway  Company; 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  non-residents  of  this  State 
from  banting  or  killing  any  deer  or  other  game  within  the  limits  of 
tJiis  State,  and  Ibr  other  purposes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  persons  from  attempting  to 
entice  or  steal  negi-oes  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  employment  of  negroes 
as  Pilots  on  tlie  waters  of  the  St.  Johns  River ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act  to 
amend  the  Patrol  Laws  of  this  State ; 

Resolution  asking  tliat  the  New  Orleans  and  Key  West  mail  steam- 
ers be  required  to  touch  at  St  Andrews ; 

Resolution  for  the  relief  of  L.  C.  Demilly ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Lan- 
dram,  Solicitor  of  the  Western  Circuit  of  Florida ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Palatka  and 
Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  4th  clause  of  the  3d 
chapter  of  the  4th  division  of  tlie  laws,  in  relation  to  Crimes  and  Mis- 
demeanors ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  establish  a  regular  rate  of  Conmiis- 
sions  for  all  persons  acting  as  Agents  for  masters  of  ships  or  vessels 
at  the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  persons  encamping,  from 
leaving  fire  at  tlieir  camps ;  and 

Resolution  to  pay  Agents  for  selecting  Swamp  Lands* 

The  House  has  ordered  the  printing  of  75  copies  of  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  to  incorponUe  the  Pensacola  and 
Georgia  Railroad  Company. 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  Representatives. 

Wliich  was  read  and  the  Senate  BiUs  ordered  to  be  enroBed,  and 
the  House  Bills  and  Senate  Bills  with  amendments  placed  among  the 
orders  of  tlie  day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  city  of 
Tallaljassee ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  by  its  title  and  oidered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  defining  the  duties  of  Witnesses 
in  the  several  Courts  of  this  State  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  tho 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hop* 
kins.  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 13. 

Nays — None. 

36  S 
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So  the  bin  passed — ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  cei*tijfied  to  the  House  of  Reprosi 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  ao  Act  to  amend  an  Act  for  the  rq 
tion  of  Pflots  and  Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensa 
passed  the  Hoaae  December  32, 1654  ; 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  adopt  an  equal  and  uu 
mode  of  Taxation  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  that  tiie  same  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  najs  were  caJled  for  by  M< 
Criglar  and  Long,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Duncan,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Nicholson,  1 
ence  and  Tracy — 7. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Filor,  Hawes,  Long,^  6 
and  Wynn— 8. 

So  the  Bill  was  not  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr,  Hopkms  moved  that  all  after  the  enacting  clanse  be  stri 
out; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  hj  M< 
Criglar  and  Filor,  and  were : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Cone,  Duncan^  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Niche 
Provence  and  Tracy — 8. 

Nays^Mesars.  Bird,  Criglar,  Filor,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  I 
Smim  and  Wynn — 8, 

So  tbe  motion  was  lost 

Mr»  Hopkins  moved  to  strike  oot  the  Capitation  Tax  iron 
First  Section ; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  fw  by  M< 
Eppes  and  Gillis,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Duncan,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Kflcrease,  I 
olson.  Smith  and  Tracy — 8. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Crigkr,  Filor,  Hawes,  Long,  1 
ence  and  Wynn — 8. 

So  the  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  to  insert  "  twenty  cents'*  instead  of  ** 
cents  f 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  M< 
Hopkins  and  Gillis,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Duncan,  Eppes,  GiJJis,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  I 
olson,  Provence  and  Tracy — S, 

Nays— Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Filor,  Hawes,  Long,  S 
and  Wynn — 8. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost 

Mr.  Long  moved  to  amend  the  Second  Section  by  striking 
**  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars"  and  inserting  "  one  hundred 
fifty  dollars"; 
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Upon  'wtiicli  mofion  the  ymB  and  nays  were  caDed  for  by  Messn. 
Long  ayd  ProTence,  and  were : 

Yeas — ^Meewtrs.  Bird^  Criglar,  Filer,  Hawe8»  Kilcrease,  Long  and 
Wynn— 7, 

N^a — ^Messrs.  Cone»  Dnncan,  Eppes,  Gillis^  Hopkins,  Nichol 
aoD,  rroTonce,  Smith  and  Tracy — ^9. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of  said  Bill ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Prov- 
ence and  Long,  and  vrere : 

Teas — Messrs.  Duncan,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Nich- 
olson, Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Ciiglar,  Fdor,  Hawes,  Long  and 
Wynn— 7. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Eppes  mov^d  to  strike  out  in  the  6tfa  fine  of  Section  2,  *^  Hiat 
all  the  vessds,  boats  and  seines  of  fishermen,  bsA  vesseb,  lighters  and 
bargea;" 

Upon  yrbkeh  the  yeas  and.  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Long 
and  Gillis,  and  were : 

Teas — Messrs.  Duncan,  Eppeis  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Nicholson,  Smith 
and  Tracy — 1. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bud,  Cone,  Cii^lar,  Filer,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long» 
Provence  and  Wyna— -9. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost 

Mr.  Kilcrease  moved  to  strike  out  '*  all  money  loaned"  in  the  2d 
Section,  and  insert  **  all  monies  due ;" 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  wm«  called  for  by  Messrs.  Eppes 
and  Cone,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  Kilcrease— L 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Eppes,  Tllor,  GiUis, 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith,  Tracy  and 
Wynn— 15. 

So  the  motion  to  amend  was  lost 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  a  re-consideration  of  the  vote  striking  out  the 
third  section ; 

Which  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Eppes  moved  to  strike  out  in  Sec- 
tion 3  all  to  the  word  ^  Lawyers,"  so  that  the  section  should  read, 
**  That  no  Ucenae  or  tax  shall  be  imposed  upon  Tavern  or  Inn-keep- 
ers;^ 

Upon  which  ^  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by 
Messrs.  Gillis  and  Eppes,  and  were : 

Teas — Messrs.  Cone,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Nicholson,  Provence  and  Tra- 
cy—6. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Bird)  Crigkr,  Filer,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Sfttttk 
and  Wynn— 8. 

So  tuB  amendment  was  not  adopted. 
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Mf.  Ldng  moved  to  amend  the  7th  Section  by  striking  out  i 
word  "  eighth/'  and  inserting  the  word  "  sixth"  in  lieu  tliereof ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Ep( 
and  Smith,  and  were : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long  and  Wjnn — 4. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Eppes,  FUor,  GiU 
Hopkins,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 12. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  to  amend  the  fifth  section  so  as  to  read,  "  Tli 
no  tax  shall  be  assessed  or  collected  which  is  not  audiorized  by  tl 
act;** 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Sm 
and  Eppes,  and  were : 

Teas-— Messrs.  Duican,  Eppes,  Kilcrease,  Long  and  Nichols 
—5. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkii 
Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn— 10. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  that  the  4th  Section  be  stricken  out; 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Provence  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  section  ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Lo 
and  Kilcrease,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cone,  Duncan,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Nicholsc 
Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — ^9. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Filor,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long  a 
Wynn— 7. 

So  the  second  section  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  that  all  after  the  enacting  clause  be  strick 
out; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Loi 
and  Criglar,  and  were : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Cone,  Duncan,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Nichota 
Provence,  Smith  and  Tiracy — ^9. 

Nays-^Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Filor,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long  a 
Wynn— 7. 

So  the  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  enacting  clause  of  said  bill  w 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Ordered  mat  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represeni 
lives. 

Mr.  Kilcrease,  from  a  Select  Committee,  made  the  following  i 
port: 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred   a  Bill   entitled 
Act  to  prevent  the  deduction   of  two   pounds    of  Cotton  per  ba 
have  hiui  the  same  under  consideration,  and  instruct  the  undersigns 
;is  their  Chairman,  to  recommend  the  title  of  said  bill  to  read  thus 
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A  Bffl  to  be  entaddd  an  Act  to  pr«VBtit  any  dednetion  on  Cotton 
bales. 

And  in  1st  Section,  on  5th  line  at  7^  word,  **  any  deduction  on 
the  actoal  weight  of  Cotton  bales,"  Hie  balance  of  the  Section  be 
slricken  oat 
With  these  amendments  we  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bilL 
Respectfiilly  submitted, 

WM.  E.  KILCREASE,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
Day. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  taking  the  Census 
t>f  1855  in  this  State; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  strike  out  &e  words  *'  one  person/'  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  "  Tax  Collector." 

Which  amendment  was  lost 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cone,  the  rule  was  waived^  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  by  its  title. 

Upon  the  question  of  its  passage  ihe  vote  was : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Bud,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis^ 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kiicrease,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Tracy  and 
Wynn — 15. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  Bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Rein*eBenta- 
tJYes. 

On  potion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Kiicrease  permitted  to 
introduce,  without  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  al- 
ter and  amend  the  Militaa  Laws  of  this  State ; 

Which  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion,  tiie  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Wynn  permitted  to  in- 
trodnce,  without  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  relative 
to  taking  depositions  under  Conunission ; 

Which  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  locate  the  Seminary  of  Learn- 
ing to  be  established  West  of  the  Suwannee  River  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  tbe  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. .    ■  > 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  A.ct  for  the  pres^rvatibn  of  Bridges ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  concerning  the  power  and  jurisdiction 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery ; 

Came  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  die  Attiachment  Law* 
now  in  force  in  tiiis  State ; 
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Was  read  tbo  Ibird  dme,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  pagsag 
Tote  was : 

Yeaa — ^MesBra.  Crlglar,  Duncan,  Kilcrease  and  Smith — 4. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bii3,  Cone,  Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hoj 
Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 12. 

So  the  bill  was  lost 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repres 
tivesp 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  Raul 
and  Ransom  Foster ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,         -  )  ixi*  » 

On  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  the  bill  read  the  third  tL 
its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Duncan,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kile 
and  Provence — ^7. 

Nays — Messrs.  Criglar,  Filor,  Gillis,  Long,  Nicholson,  £ 
TVacy  and  Wynn— 9, 

So  the  bill  was  lost 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  paym 
Physicians  who  are  summoned  to  attend  Coroner's  Juries  j 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passa{ 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  CrigLir,  Duncan,  Eppes,  Hawes,  Hopkins, 
crease.  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn— 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Filor  and  Giliis — 4. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Orderod  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repre 
fives. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  an  act  in  relation  to  u 
lent  Loans  of  Chattels ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  i 
^reading  on  to-morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  extend  Political  Equa] 
Ignatio  Phalez  and  others ; 

Came  up,  and  was,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Long,  laid  on  the  tabl 

Engrossed  Bfll  to  be  entitled  an  Act  relative  to  the  claim  of 
P.  Hogoe  for  services  rendered  the  State ; 

Came  up,  and  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

House  Resolution  relative  to  copying  the  Laws  of  the  preset 
«on ; 

Came  up,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  Senate  recedec 
their  amendment  to  said  Resolution. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repre 
lives. 

On  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  onered  u 
lowing  resolnticHi : 

B€  it  resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresenUxims  i 
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l^iote  of  Florida  in  €r€mral  AssenMy  eotwemd.  That  tb§  TVeasurer 
of  this  State  be  authorized  to  pay  to,  and  the  Comptroller  to  audit 
the  accounts  of  Henry  J.  Stewwt,  conteetee,  and  William  J.  J.  Dun-^ 
can,  contestor,  in  the  case  of  the  Cotitested  Election  in  the  County 
of  Hamilton,  the  same  Mileage  and  per  Diem  as  is  ailowed  now  by 
law  to  members  of  the  General  Assembly — ^from  the  day  on  whien 
the  General  Assembly  convened^  up  to  the  day  this  body  declared 
the  election  irregular  and  returned  both  parties  back  to'  the  people. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  benefit  of  James 
Gough  J 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  the  qutstion  of  its  passage  the* 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Filor,  Hawes,  Hop- 
kins, Kilcrease,  Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  TVacy  suad  Wynit— 13^ 

Nays — Messrs.  Eppes  and  Gillis — 2, 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kilcrease,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  aotil  3  o'- 
clock, P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

Tlie  Senate  met — a  quorum  present 

The  following  Bills  which  haid  passed  the  Senate  were  transmitted 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  benefit  of  James  Gough ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  taking  the  Census  of  1855  in 
this  State; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
Phyacians  who  are  summoned  to  attend  Coroners'  Juries ;  and 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  defining  the  duties  of  Witnesses, 
with  enclosed  amendment 

House  Bill  to  be  entitied  an  Act  to  prevent  persons  encamping 
from  leaving  fires  at  their  camp ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitied  an  Act  to  amend  the  4th  chtuse  of  the  3rd 
chapter  of  the  4th  division  of  the  Laws  in  relation  to  Crimes  and 
Misdemeanors; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

House  Resolution  asking  that  the  New  Orleans  and  Key  West; 
Bfail  Steamer  be  required  to  touch  at  St  Andrews ; 
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Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  o 
morrow. 

House  Resolution  for  the  relief  of  L.  C.  Demillj ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  o 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an 
to  amend  the  Patrol  Laws  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  o 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  establish  a  regular 
Commissions  for  all  persons  acting  as  agents  for  Masters  of 
Vessels  at  the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
its  title,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Filor,  the  bill  was  indefinitely 
poned. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  tbe  House  of  Reprea 
tives.  * 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  the  employment  oi 
groes  as  Pilots  on  the  waters  of  St  Johns  River ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  oi 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  persons  from  attc 
ing  to  entice  or  steal  Negroes ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  o 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  non-residents  ol 
State  from  hunting  or  killing  any  Deer  or  other  game  within  the 
its  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  tim 
its  title,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  granting  certain  Lands  to  the  Pa 
and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company,  with  House  amendments  t 
to; 

Came  up  in  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  Senate  refused  to  concur  in 
House  amendments. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represi 
tives. 

House  Resolution  to  pay  Agents  for  selecting  Swamp  Lands 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  and  read  the  second 

Mr.  Provence  offered  the  following  amendmait  to  come  m  a 
end  of  the  resolution : 

Provided,  That  said  Agents  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Sw 
Land  Fund. 

Which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  rule  was  then  waived,  and  the  Resolution  read  the  third 
and  passed. 
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Ordered  tkat  Uie  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Re|Hfes^ta» 
fives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  Incorporating  the  Florida  and 
Macon  Railwaj  Company; 

Was  read  the  first  time  bj  its  titles  and  m^de  the  special  ord^  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  to  pr^ven^  any  deduction  on  Cotton 
bales; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time, 
and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas-^Messrs,  Bird,  Criglar,  Dimcau,  Filor,  Gillis,  Haw^fi^  Hpp^ 
kins,  Kilcrease,  Provence  nnd  Tracy— 10. 
Nays— Messrs.  Eppes,  Nicholson  and  Smidi«^-3, 
So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  3ame  bp  certified  to  the  House  of  Rapresentar 
ti?es» 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  in  relation  to  taking 
Depositions  under  Commission ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  time  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary, 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  alter  and  aniend  the  Militia  Laws 
of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  (second  reading  on  to* 
morrow. 

The  following  n^ess^ge  was  r^c^ved  fron^  the  Ho^s^  of  {lepre* 
sentatives ; 

House  of  B'SPsssENTit 
January  j 
Han.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — ^The  House  has  refused  to  conpi^r  in  Senate  amendnaants  tQ 
Resolution  fiidng  a  day  of  adjournment,  and  fpr  oib^r  purposes^ 
Very  respectftdly, 

HUGH  A,  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  RepresenUUivfis. 
Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr,  Hppkin.s  the  S^na^  re. 
ceded  from  its  amendments. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  0  the  House  of  Ra{H»sentar 
tives. 

The  following  message  was  repejved  froiji  his  Exc^ency  the  Gov* 
emor: 

Executive  Chamber,         ) 
Tallahassee,  January  9,  1855.  ) 
Hon,  H,  V,  Snell, 

President  of  the  Senate  : 
Sir  : — ^I  respectfully  nominate  "Samuel  W.  Burnett  as  Anction^^ 
to  and  for  the  County  of  Alachua, 

JAMES  E,  BROOMBr 
37  S 


tSSBNTATiyKS,  ) 
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Which  was  read,  and  the  nominatioii  <li«rem  madtt  adriged 

concurred  in. 
Also  the  following : 

Ex]Scu;nvE  Chakbeb, 
Tallahassee^  Jamuuy  6,  ISSd, 
Hon.  H.  V,  Snell, 

President  of  the  Senate  .• 
Sir  : — ^I  respectfully  present  the  following  nomkiationB  for  tii 
vice  and  consent  of  the  General  AsseniUy : 

For  the  County  of  Volusia : 
For  Auctioneer — Douglas  Dummett 
For  Judge  of  Probate— H.  H.  Williams, 
For  Clerk  of  Circuit  Court — Virgil  Dupont. 
For  County  Commissioners — John  D,  Sheldon,  H,  E,  Osteen 
bert  Chandler,  J.  C.  Houstpun. 
For  Sheriff — John  Craig. 
For  Justices  of  the  Peace — Ora  Carpenter,  John  Bethel. 

For  the  County  of  Monroe  : 
Auctioneers — Alexander  Patterson,  G.  L.  Boiyne,  George  W 
ry,  Wm.  A.  Pitcher,  B.  H.  Kerr. 

Commissioners  of  Pilotage  for  Key  West — Cornelius  Curtis, 
Curry,  Sr.,  Frederick  Filer,  FeMx  Senac,  A,  Patterson, 
For  the  County  of  Hamilton : 
Auctioneer — Solomon  Rouek\ 

For  the  County  of  St,  Johns : 
Auctioneer — ^Matthew  R.  Andrew. 

For  the  County  of  Gadsden  : 
Auctioneerr-Thomas  D.  Wilson. 

For  the  County  of  Marion : 
Auctioneers — George  Helvenston,  Allen  J.  Cassady, 

For  the  County  of  Waltan  : 
Auctioneer — ^Daniel  G.  Gunn. 

For  the  County  of  Escambia  : 
Auctioneer — George  W.  Hutton. 

For  the  County  of  Hillsborough  : 
Port  Wardens  for  Tampa — William  Cooley,  William  Ab 
William  D.  Freeman. 

Auctioneers — James  D.  Green,  William  L.  CampbelL 

For  the  Coun^  of  Columbia : 
Auctioneer — William  O.  Jeffries. 

For  Wakulla  County : 
Auctioneer — A.  B.  Noyes. 

Respectfolly, 

JTAMES  E.  BROOM 
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Which  WAS  recul,  and  l^e^nominationB  therein  contained  were  hi* 
\i8ed  and  concurred  in. 

Alio  the  following ; 

Executive  Chamber,  ) 

Tallahabsee,  January  9,  1855.  ) 
Hon.  H.  v.  SNBtL, 

President  of  the  Senate  : 

Snt : — ^I  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  Acts  and  Reso« 
lution : 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  permanently  fix  the 
Election  Precincts  of  Columbia  Cdunty,  and  to  repeal  certain  Actb 
therein  named,  approved  January  8,  1853 ; 

An  Act  to  authorize  William  Webb  to  establish  a  Feny  across  Es- 
cambia Bay; 

An  Act  to  empower  Charles  H.  Longw(Mlliy  of  Gadsden  County> 
to  manage  his  awn  estate ; 

An  Act  to  prevent  white  persons  from  gaming  with  i\<^groes  and 
other  persons  of  color ; 

An  Act  to  am«id  an  Act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Pert  of 
Key  West; 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  drainage  of  the  Alachn  Savannah ; 

A  Resplutiin  respecting  the  establishment  of  a  Mail  Route  from 
Tallahassee,  via  Sopchoppy,  to  White  Bluff  or  Picketteville,  on  the 
Apahichicoia  Bay ; 

An  Act  to  aujthoriae  Thomas  H.  Willis  to  assume  the  management 
ftfhis  own  estate. 

Respectfully^ 

JAMES  E.  BROOME 

Which  was  read. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre 
«eat||]ves: 

HotSB    Ot   REPRESENTATIVES)  > 

January  9,  1855.  J 

Hon.  PreHiUrU  of  the  Senate : 

Sii;*-^The  following  Bills  have  passed  the  House,  viz : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  Regulation  of  Pilots  and  Pilot* 
age  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitledmn  Act  to  authorize  Hiram  Benner,  Daniel 
Davis  and  John  H.  Geisfer  to  construct  a  Wharf  in  the  city  of  Key 
Wert;  ^ 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  Celestino  Gonzalec 
to  establish  a  Wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola ; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  Gregory  Yneistra 
ud  F.  B.  Bobe  to  estaBlish  a  Wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola ; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an*^  Act  granting  aid  to  the  Countj^  of 
Pantam  to  build  a  Court  House  and  Jail ;  and 
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senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  extend  the  limitation  of 
chants'  Accounts  in  this  State. 

The  House  has  indefinitely  postponed  Senate  Bill  to  be  entitli 
Act  concerning  Intei'est 

Very  respectfullv, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  RepreserUalh 

Which  was  read,  the  Senate  Bills  ordered  to  be  enrolled^ 
Souse  Bills  placed  among  the  ordert  of  the  daj. 

House  Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  to  authorize  Hiram  Be 
Daniel  Dans  and  John  H.  Geiger  to  construct  a  Wharf'  at  the  c 
Key  West; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  (he  mle  waited,  and  read  the  second 
by  its  titles 

Mr.  Filer  moved  that  said  Bill  be  indefinitely  postponed  ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  wore  called  for  by  Messrs* 
Vence  and  Long,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Lird|  Ciiglar^  Eppes^  Filor,  GilUs,  Hopkins,  1 
Smith  and  Tracy— 9. 

Nays — Messrs*  DunCiini  Nicholson^  Provence  and  Wynn — 4. 

So  the  Bill  was  inde  initely  postponed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represents 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  i 
mittee  on  Internal  Improvements,  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  was  ref 
a  Bill  entitled  an  Act  to  incorporate  Vie  Tallahassee  and  Ge 
Railroad  Company^  ask  leave  to  report  the  Bill  back  to  the  S 
without  amendment 

E.  D,  TRACY, 
Chairman  pro  U 

Whidh  w&s  read,  and  the  Bill  placed  amcmg  the  orders  of  the 

Mr.  Hopkins,  from  a  Select  Committee,  made  the  foUovidn 
port: 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Bill  to  be  en 
An  Act  to  regulate  the  Pilotage  of  the  Bar  of  the  River  St  J 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and 

REPORT  I  ..„ 

That  aithdtigh  tbfe  present  law  regulating  Pilotage  on  the  afo! 
Bar,  may  require  some  slight  amendments  or  alteration,  yet  the 
diversity  of  opinion  existing  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  effecting 
same,  has  induced  your  Cotnmittee  to  set  forth  the  fact  that  th( 
a  petition  before  your  honorable  body  from  Duval  County,  whi 
in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  the  terms  of  which  in  i 
bpect  correspond  with  the  Views  set  forth  in  said  petition.  Fui 
that  the  bill  itself  is  unaccompanied  by  petiti  n  r  r  ri.ila!. 
these  accounts  your  Committee  are  unwilling  to  recommend  its 
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nitj  to  the  Merchants  and  Ship-owners  of  the  St  Johtis  further  ta 
examine  the  sabject ;  and  should  they  deem  a  repeal  of  the  present 
Pilot  law  essential  or  important  modifications  required  therein,  to  ex- 
press their  opinion,  and  forward  to  the  adjourned  session  such  amend- 
ments as  they  shall  deem  proper  i  and  just,  so  as  to  enable  the  Legis- 
lature to  act  understandingly  upon  the  question,  and  therefore  have 
agreed  the  Bill  shall  not  be  acted  on,  but  lay  over  as  unfinished  bu- 
sioess  to  be  taken  up  by  the  adjourned  session. 

ED.  HOPKINS, 

Which  was  read,  and  the  Bill  and  report  placed  among  the  papcirs 
for  the  adjourned  Session,  on  the  4th  Monday  in  November  next 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Tallahassee  and 
Georgia  Railroad  Company ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived^  read  the  second  and  third 
limes  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas^-* Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Filer,  Gillis,  Hop- 
kins, Long,  Nicholson,  Provence,  Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 13. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated^ 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa^ 
fives. 

Mr^  Wynn  asked  leave  to  record  his  vote  upon  the  passage  of 
House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  encourage  and  provide  for  a  lib-* 
end  system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State ; 

Which  was  granted,  and  Mr.  Wynn  voted  Nay. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Pilotd 
and  Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola; 

Was  read  the  fibrst  time,  rule  waived  and  read  the  second  time  by 
its  tide,  when  Mr.  Nicholson  ofiered  the  following  amendment : 

Prodded,  That  no  coasting  vessel  drawing  eight  feet  or  less  than 
eight  feet  water,  plying  on  the  Gulf  between  Pensacola,  Mobile,  New 
Orleans,  and  the  mouth  of  the  River  Rio  Grande,  shall  be  subject  to 
pay  Pilotage  unless  the  master  of  such  vessel  shall  require  the  servi-» 
ces  of  a  Riot ; 

Which  amendment  was  adopted. 

On  motion^  the  rule  was  waived,  the  Bill  as  amended  read  the  third 
time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Eppes,  Filer,  Gillis,  Hawes^ 
Hopkins,  Long,  Nicholson,  Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 13. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa* 
tives. 

On  motion  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'« 
tiockft 
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WEDNESDAY,  January  10,  1855. 

Th^  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

A  quorum  being  present ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of'  yet 
day  was  dispensed  witL 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolution,  \^  hich  had  passed  the  Sen 
Were  transmitted  to  the  House  of*  Representatives,  viz : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  prevent  any  Deduction  on  Co 
Bales ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  Incorporate  tlie  Tallahassee 
Georgia  Railroad  Company ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  for  the  Regulatiofn  of  the  P 
age  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola,  with  enclosed  am 
ment;  and 

Mr.  Long,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  fol 
ing  report ; 

The  Judiciary  Conmiittee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Bill  to  be 
titled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  relative  to  taking  Depositions  u 
Conmiission,  have  examined  the  same,  and  recommend  its  pas 
with  the  annexed  amendment,  by  way  of  additional  section,  to  h 
sorted  between  the  Second  and  Fourth  Sections.  The  amendi 
is  defemed  of  value,  as  filUng  an  omission  heretofore  existing  ir 
law  on  the  subject  When  so  amended,  the  Committee  recomn 
the  pAssage  of  the  bill. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chainna 

Which  was  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  tiie 

Mr.  Filor  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Engrossed  Bills  made  tlie 
lowing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  beg  leave  respectfully  h 
port  the  following  Bills  as  correctly  engrossed : 

A  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  to  Incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  Gil 
Tallahassee ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  in  relatiotrto  fra 
lent  loans  of  Goods  and  Chattels. 

JAMES  FILOR, 
Chainna 

Which  was  read,  and  the  bills  placed  among  the  orders  of 
day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  vote  taken  yesterday  on  ihe  pas 
of  House  Resolution  in  regard  to  pay  of  Agents  for  selecting  Sw 
Lands,  was  reconsidered,  and  the  resolution  placed  among  th< 
ders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Hopkins  from  the  Gommittee  on  Propositions  and  GrieVa 
tnade  the  following  report : 
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The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re* 
ferred  the  Memorial  of  Tliomas  £.  Uarvin,  have  had  the  said  Har* 
fin  and  one  Strickland  before  them,  and  being  satisfied  of  the  cor* 
rectness  of  the  statement  made  by  said  witnesses,  have  instructed 
me,  as  their  Chairman,  to  introdui^  Hie  accompanying  Bill,  which 
jour  Committee  recommend  should  pass. 

EDWARD  HOPKINS, 
Chairman. 

Wliich  was  read,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Also  the  fioUowing ; 

The  Cornniittee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  have  examined  a 
bill  to  l>e  entitled  an  Act  for  tlie  relief  of  Cherry,  a  free  M'oman  of 
color.  We  find  that  she  has  ever  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  State; 
tliat  she  does  not  mix  witli  negroes,  and  that  the  Bill  simply  requires 
that  she  may  be  permitted,  with  iier  son,  to  remain  in  the  State  as 
free  persons,  tlieir  freedom  having  been  granted  them  by  their  owner^ 

E,  HOPKINS,  Chamnan. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day, 

Mr^  Nicholson,  fh)m  a  Select  Committee,  made  the  following  rer 
port: 

The  Conomittee  to  whom  was  referred  so  mnek  of  the  Governor's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  cession  of  West  Florida  to  the  State  q{A1* 
bama,  b^  leave  to 

REPORT; 

That  whfle  they  properly  appreciate  the  Joint  Resolutior  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  -the  State  of  Alabama,  approved  February  15, 
1854,  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  an  Act  of  such  magnitude  would 
be  premature  on  the  part  of  this  General  Assembly,  without  reference 
to  the  will  of  the  people.  We  would  therefore  recommend  that  some 
suitable  means  be  adopted,  at  some  future  period,  for  submitting  the 
matter  to  the  qualified  electors  of  the  State. 

Tour  Conmiittee  would  propose  that  no  action  be  taken  at  the 
present  time,  but  beg  leave  to  lay  the  same  over  untjl  the  adjourned 
Session  to  be  held  on  the  4th  Monday  in  November  next 
Respectfully  subnHtted, 

A.  W,  NICHOLSON, 

Chairman^ 

Which  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Criglar  permitted  to  in* 
troduce,  without  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitied  an  Act  to  amend 
an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Town  of  Milton,  in  Santa  Rosa  County, 
approved  23d  February,  1844 ; 

Which  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table  until  the  adjourned  S^cw 
jaion. 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Aet  Incorporating  the  Florida 
Maeon  Railway  Company ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  pat  upon  its  passage,  upon  whic 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Duncan,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hop 
Kilcrease,  Nicholson,  Provence  and  Trac>' — II. 

Nays — Messrs.  Criglar,  Eppes  and  Wynn — 3. 

Mr.  Provence  moved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appoint* 
the  President,  to  wait  upon  the  Senators  who  were  detained  by 
ness  from  attendance  upon  the  Senate,  and  allow  them  to  n 
their  votes  upon  the  Bill, 

Which  motion  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Provence,  Bird  and '. 
kins  appointed  aaid  Committee,  who,  upon  their  return,  reports 
vote  as  follows ; 

Yeas— Mr.  President  and  Mr,  Brinson — 2, 

So  flaid  Bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  tlie  House  of  Repres 
liv^s. 

On  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr,  Gillis  moved  thai 
Swiator  from  Escambia,  Mr.  Nicholson,  be  excused  from  attend 
on  the  Senate  after  to-day. 

Which  motion  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  Senate  was  invited  to  attend  the 
neral  of  Gen.  John  P.  Duval,  this  day  ; 

Which  invitation  was  respectfully  declined,  on  aapount  o 
press  of  business  before  the  Senate. 

Resolution  in  regard  to  payment  of  accounts  of  Messrs.  Stc 
ftod  Duncan ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  tim( 
Adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  B^pres 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  preservation  of  Brid| 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  whic 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Crfglar,  Duncan,  Eppes,  FiJor,  C 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Nicholson,  Proven^ie,  Tracj 
Wynn— Z5. 

Nays— None. 

So  said  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repres 
iives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an 
to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  State  Lands,  approvec 
cember  31,  1852,  wim  Senate  amendments  thereto,  in  whic 
House  refused  to  concur ; 
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Came  up  in  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Provence  to  recede  from  the  amendments  there* 
to,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Duncan  and  Hop- 
kins, and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Eppes,  Fllor,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long,^ 
Ph)vence  and  Wynn — ^9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Duncan,  Cnglar,  GiUis,  Hopkins  and  Nicholson^ 
-6. 

So  the  Senate  receded  from  their  amendments. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  locate  the  Seminary  of  Learn- 
ing to  be  established  west  of  the  Suwannee  River  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  th^* 
vote  was : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Hawes  and  Long — 2, 

Navs — ^Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Eppes,  GiOis,  Hop- 
kins, fcUcrease,  Nicholson,  Tracy  and  Wynn — IL 

So  the  Bill  was  lost 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa-* 
fives. 

A  Bill  to  be  ^ititled  an  Act  to  amend  the  Militia  Laws  of  this 
State; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  ^ird  time  on 
to-morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  persons  frotn  lieavkig 
fire  at  their  camps ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  Motion  of  Mr.  G^,  the  Bill 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitied  an  Act  to  prevent  non-residents  of  this* 
State  from  hunting  or  killing  any  deer  or  odier  game  within  the  lim- 
its of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  (]^stion  of  its  passage  the^ 
vote  was : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Crigfar,  Duiltoan,  Eppes,  Fflor,  Gillis,- 
Hawes,  Long,  Nicholson,  Tracy  and  Wynn-*— 12. 

Nays — Mr.  Hopkins — L 

So  the  Bill  pamed — ^titie  as  stated- 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified!  to  tbd  House  6f  Representa- 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitied  an  Act  to  prevent  the  employment  of  Ne- 
groes as  Pilots  on  the  waters  of  St.  Johns  River ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  akid'  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitied  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Act 
to  amend  the  Patrol  Laws  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  timie  and  ordered  for  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

88  S 
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House  Resolution  for  the  relief  of  L.  C.  Demilly ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  ( 
hiorrow. 

House  Resolution  asking  tliat  the  New  Orleans  and  Key 
Mail  Steamers  be  required  to  touch  at  St.  Andrews ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  i 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  the  4th  Clause  of  i 
Chapter  of  the  4th  Division  of  the  Laws  in  relation  to  Crimei 
Misdemeanors ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  o 
morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  relative  to  takii 
positions  under  Commission ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Long  offered  the  following  additional  Section  : 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  Commissioners  in^this 
for  taking  depositions,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
minister  oaths  to  any  witnesses  produced  before  tlieiii. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  Bill  as  amended  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  incorporate  a  Bank 
city  of  Tallahassee ; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Long  permitted  tc 
the  following  special  amendment : 

Amend  the  7th  Section  of  the  Bill  by  inserting  in  the  15tb 
after  the  word  "State,"  the  following: 

"  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  it  shall  become  lawful  for  the  ( 
troller  of  this  State  to  subscribe  for  one-fifth  part  of  the  Capital 
of  said  Bank,  to  be  paid  for  from  the  School  Fund  of  said  Stj 
the  manner  and  form  required  of  other  subscribers,  in  the  fifth  S 
of  this  Act." 

Mr.  Criglar  offered  the  following  amendment  to  said  amend 

Provided,  That  the  President  and  each  Director  and  Stock] 
be  individually  responsible  for  the  whole  amount  of  such  School 
80  received. 

Which  was  adopted. 

^pon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  as  amended,  the  yea 
nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Eppes  and  Nicholson,  and  we 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Hawes,  Kilcrease  and  Long — 

Nays — Messrs,  Cone,  Duncan,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Nich 
Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 9. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  adopted. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  Bill,  the  vote  was : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


299 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes, 
Kilcrease,  Long,  Nicholson,  Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Eppes  and  Hopkins — 2, 
So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to   the  House   of  Representa- 
tives. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  in  relation 
to  fraudulent  loans  of  chattels ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Kilcrease  and  Long — 4. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Cone,  Duncan,  Eppes,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Nichol- 
8on,  Smidi,  Tracy  and  Wynn — ^9. 

So  the  Bill  was  lost 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Cherry,  a  free  woman 
of  color ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time  by 
its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Duncan,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Hawes,  Hopkins, 
Kilcrease,  Long,  Smidi,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 12. 

Nays — Mr.  Cone — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed — ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  ol  Representa- 
tives. 

House  Resolution  to  pay  Agents  for  selecting  Swamp  Lands,  as 
amended  by  the  Senate ; 

Came  up  in  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  Senate  re-considered   the   amend- 
ment as  made  on  yesterday. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

A  Bill   to  be  entitled   an   Act  to  repeal  an  Act  for  the  relief  of 
George  W.  Philips; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered   for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House   of  Repre- 
sentatives : 

House  of  Representatives,  j 
January  10,  1855. 
Hon,  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir: — The  following  Bills  have  passed  the  House,  viz: 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  alter  and   change  the  laws  now  in 
force  in  tiiis  State  in  reference  to  the  limitation  of  actions ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  providing  the  manner  of  carrying  up 
appeals  from  the  Justices'  Courts,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  enjoyment 
of  Chartered  privileges  by  the  Columbus  Bridge  Company  ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  organize  the  County  of  Liberty ; 
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A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  Fli 
da  in  the  settlement  of  boundary  with  the  State  of  Georgia ;  and 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  create  a  fifth  Judicial  Cir( 
in  this  State,  with  the  enclosed  amendments. 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  Representativei 

Which  was  read  and  the  Bills  placed  among  the  orders  of  tlie  d 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  providing  the  mode  and  man 
of  carrying  up  appeals  from  the  Courts  of  Justices'  of  the  Pe€ 
and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  time 
its  title,  and  on  motion,  referred  to  the  <^ommittee  on  the  Judiciar 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  tlie  enj 
ment  of  the  Chartered  privileges  of  tlie  Columbus  Bridge  Compa 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  organize  the  County  of  Lil 
ty; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  expense 
Florida  in  the  settlement  of  boundary  with  the  State  of  Georgia 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  time 
its  tide,  and  on  motion  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Claims  and 
counts. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  alter  and  change  the  laws  i 
of  force  in  this  State  in  reference  to  tlie  limitation  of  actions ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
-morrow. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions,  which  had  passed  the  Sen 
were  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  Cit; 
Tallahassee; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  tlie  relief  of  Cherry,  a  free  woi 
of  color ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  to  prevent  non-residents  of 
State  from  hunting  or  killing  any  deer  or  other  game  within  thelii 
of  this  State,  and  for  other  purpose  ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  for  the  preserv^ation  of  Bridge 

House  Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  incorporating  die  Florida  and 
con  Railway  Company ; 

Resolution  in  relation  to  payment  of  accounts  of  Henry  J.  Stei 
and  W.  J.  J.  Duncan ;  and 

House  Resolution  to  pay  Agents  for  selecting  Swamp  Lands. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  a^ijoumed  \mtil  to-morrow  morning 
p'clock. 
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THURSDAY,  Januaiy  11,  1855. 

The  Senate  met  pnrsuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  officiated  as  Chaplajn. 

A  quorum  being  present ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Filer,  the  reading  of  yesterday's  Journal  wa»^ 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Hopkins  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution : 
Whereas,  Much  inconvenience  is  experienced  by  the  Citizens  of  the 

Counties  of  Duval,  Putnam  and  Alachua,  in  the  State  of  Florida, 

residing  on,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bellamy  Road,  leading  from 

the  St.  John's  River,  to  Newnansville  in  the  County  of  Alachua, 

for  want  of  mail  facilities  :     And  Whereas,  the  rapidly  growing 

and  increasing  population  of  those  Counties  between  said  points,. 

call  for  the  establishment  of  a  Mail  Route  and  Post  Offices  along 

said  line :     Ami  Wiiereas,  The  speedy  transmission  of  intelligence 

and  commuuication  is  of  the  first  importance  to  this,  as  well  as 

other  portions  of  the  country ;  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
■State  of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That  our  Senators 
and  Representative  in  Congress  be,  and  hereby  are  requested  to  pro- 
cure if  possible,  the  establishment  of  a  Mail  Route  between  said 
points,  and  [  the  establishment  of  Post  Offices  at  Danielsville  in  the 
County  of  Putnam,  and  at  the  Sand  Hills  in  the  County  of  Alachua, 
and  the  transmission  of  semi-weekly  Mails  over  said  route,  going  and 
returning  in  two  horse  post  coaches. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion, duly  certified,  be  transmitted  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
to  our  Senators  and  Representative  in  Congress. 

Wbich  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  read  the  second  and  third  times 
by  its  title  and  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor: 

ExEcuTivB  Chamber, 
Tallahassee,  January  10,  1855. 
Hod.  H.  V.  Snell, 

President  of  theSenaJbe : 

SiK : — ^I  respectfully  submit  the  following  nominations  for  the  ad- 
^oeand  consent  of  the  General  Assembly: 

For  Adjutant  and  Impector  General,  Caraway  Smith ; 

For  Pay  Master  General,  Edward  Houstoun. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  nominationa  therein  contained  were 
advised  and  consented  to. 

Also  the  following: 
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Executive  Chambeb, 
Tallahassee,  January  10,  1855. 
Hon.  H.  V.  Snell, 

President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — ^I  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  Bills  and  Res 
tion: 

An  Act  relating  to  electing  County   Commissioners  in  Gadi 
County ; 

An  Act  to  empower  tlie  County  Commissioners  of  Wakulla  C 
ty  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Coiul:  House ; 

An  Act  explanatory  of  the  several  acts  in  relation  to  the  migra 
of  negroes  and  free  persons  of  color  into  Key  West ; 

An  Act  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting ; 

An  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  Circuit  Court  in  Calli 
County ; 

An  Act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Harbor  and  Bay  of  I 
lachicola ; 

Resolution  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  Si  John's  Bar,  I 

An  Act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  certain  cases. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROOMl 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Long,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made  the  fol] 
ing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  and  report  as 
rectly  enrolled  the  following : 

An  act  to  authorize  Celestino  Gonzalez  to  establish  a  Wharf  in 
City  of  Pensacola; 

An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensating  the  several  Solici 
or  Prosecuting  Attomies  of  this  State ; 

An  act  to  extend  the  limitations  of  Merchants*   Accounts  in 
State; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Landrum,  Solicitor  of  the  \ 
tern  Circuit  of  the  State  of  Florida ; 

An  act  to  authorize  Gregory  Yneistra  and  F.  B.  Bobe  to  estal 
a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 

An  act  granting  aid  to  the  County  of  Putnam  to  build  a  C 
House  and  Jail ; 

An  act  to  create  a  State  Librarian. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bill 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Filor  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills   made  the 
lowing  Report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  have  examined  and  find  ( 
rectly  engrossed : 
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A  biU  to  be  eatitled  An  aet  to  amend  an  act  relative  to  taking' 
Depositions  under  Commission. 

Respectfully  snl^tted, 

JAMES  FILOR, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  read^  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  tfie 
Day. 

Mr.  Long,  from  the  Judiciary  Conrniittee,  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  "  A  Bill  to  be 
entided  an  Act  providing  the  mode  and  manner  of  carrying  up  ap- 
peals from  Courts  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  for  other  purposes," 
having  considered  the  same,  instruct  the  undersigned  to  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  has  two  objects :  one  of  which  is  to 
reduce  the  amount  in  controversy,  over  which  the  Supreme  Court 
may  exercise  appellate  jurisdiction,  to  fifty  dollars  and  under,  the 
present  law.  The  Act  of  1845  provides  at  present,  ''  that  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  this  State,  shall  have  and  exercise  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion in  all  cases  brought  by  appeal  or  writ  of  error  from  tti^,several 
Circuit  Courts,  where  the  matter  in  controversy  exceeds  in  amount 
or  value  fifty  dollars." 

The  Committee  favor  the  extension  of  this  appellate  jurisdiction 
to  amounts  of  fifty  dollars  and  under,  for  which  purpose  they  have 
instructed  the  undersigned  to  prepare  the  annexed  bill,  the  passage 
of  which  they  recommend  in  lieu  of  the  bill  referred  to  them. 

The  other  object  of  the  first  section  is  to  allow  appeals  directly 
to  the  Supreme  Court  from  "  all  Courts  of  this  State,"  including  Jus- 
tices' Courts ;  and  all  the  other  sections  of  the  bill  are  intended  to 
regulate  such  appeals. 

The  Committee  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient  to 
allow  appeals  from  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  the  Supreme  Court,  as 
provided  for  in  the  bill  under  consideration,  because  it  seems  obvi- 
ous to  the  Committee,  Justices  of  the  Peace  are  generally,  if  not 
universally,  incapable  of  preserving  and  sending  up  such  a  perfect 
record  of  the  whole  trial,  including  all  the  evidence,  as  to  put  the  ap- 
pellate court  fully  in  possession  of  the  merits  of  the  whole  case. — 
Such  an  appeal  the  Committee  regard  as  rather  spurious  and  delu- 
fflve  than  real  and  beneficiaL  The  only  appeal  from  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  which  the  Conunittee  regard  as  practicable  to  the  suiter,  is  that 
at  present  prescribed  by  law,  which  is  to  the  Circuit  Courts,  where 
the  trial  is  de  novo  upon  proof  before  the  Court  and  Jury,  as  in  oth- 
er suits.  The  Committee  understand  that  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion has  been  drawn  under  the  presumption  that  the  law  at  present, 
prescribing  appeals  to  the  Circuit  Courts  from  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
is  unconstitutional  and  void.  If  this  is  a  correct  presumption,  the 
Committee  are  persuaded  that  the  Constitution  ought  rather  to*  b& 
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amended,  so  as  to  confer  fho  necessary  appellate  jurisdictioi!  i 
the  Circuit  Courts,  than  to  allow  appeals  from  Justices  of  the  P< 
directly  to  the  Supreme  Court,  when  there  seems  so  Utile  chance 
the  real  merits  and  evidence  in  the  case  being  clearly  brought  be 
the  Supreme  Court  Stich  a  right  of  appeal  seems  to  the  Comm 
little  better  than  no  rig^t  of  appeal. 

The  Committee  have  been  informed,  correctly  they  suppose, 
the  question  whether  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Circuit  Courts  of 
State  exists  or  not,  is  now  depending  in  the  Supreme  Court,  w 
arises  upon  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Judge  of  the  Eas 
Circuit  When  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  determined  tliis  <] 
Hon,  if  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  of  the  Eastern  Circuit  is  sustai 
then  it  will  be  time  enough  to  amend  the  Constitutfon  so  as  to 
Circuit  Conrts  the  necessary  a[)pellate  jurisdiction. 

Without  meaning  to  intimate  an  opinion  upon  this  question,  i 
ing  purely  judicial  and  proper  for  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Con 
tee  may  remark,  that  althouf^h  the  Judge  of  the  Eastern  Circuit 
decided  that  the  Act  of  1828,  allowing  appeals  to  the  Circuit  C( 
from  Justices  of  the  Peace,  is  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution 
^hat  Act  has  been  acted  upon  since  the  existence  of  the  State  Go^ 
ment  and  the  Constitution,  in  all  the  Courts  of  the  State,  and 
not  before,  that  the  Committee  are  aware  of,  been  called  in  ques 

On  this  subject,  the  Cominittee  beg  to  call  the  attention  oi 
Senate  to  a  report  which  it  made  on  the  6th  inst,  when  considi 
a  memorial  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  from  Marion  County. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  remark,  that  the  passage  of  the 
herewith  annexed,  will  ensure  the  decision  in  the  Supreme  Coc 
the  question  presented,  because  it  allows  appeals  to  that  tril 
from  the  Circuit  Courts,  where  the  amount  in  controversy  is 
dollars  or  less,  without  the  passage  of  which,  it  would  probabl 
come  the  duty  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  dismiss  the  appeal,  in 
sequence  of  the  smallness  of  the  amount  in  controversy. 

For  these  reasons  the  Committee  recommend  the  passage  o 
annexed  bill  in  lieu  of  the  one  referred. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Committ 

Which  was  read  and  the  bill  and  substitute  were  placed  ai 
Ihe  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  mad 
following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  to  whom  was  ref 
the  memorial  of  M .  Whit  Smith,  have  had  the  same  under  their 
fiideration,  and 

REPORT: 

That  under  an  Act  of  the  last  General  Assembly  of  this  Stat 
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VThR  Smith  iiecame  the  guardian  of  William  Crawford^  a  lunatic  of 
Hernando  County,  and  conveyed  him  to  the  Asylum  in  Columbia, 
S.  C. ;  that  he  became  responsible  for  his  board  and  maintenance  in 
ftaid  Institution,  and  has  paid  and  is  bound  to  pay  to  said  Institution 
for  his  support,  to  25th  March,  1855,  five  hundred  dollars ;  likewise 
twelve  dollars  for  the  fee  of  a  board  of  examining  Physicians,  and 
the  snra  of  fourteen  dollars  and  62-100  for  clothing  in  the  Asylum. 
He  reports  as  having  paid  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
for  expenses  of  transportation,  for  suitable  guard,  and  his  own  travel- 
ling expenses  in  accompanying  him  from  Hernando  County,  Florida, 
to  the  city  of  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  and  placing  him  in  the 
Asylum.    These  sums  added  together,  make  the  sum  of  9T76.62. 

The  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  conveying  this  num  to  the  Asy- 
lam,  declares  his  estate  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  the 
payment  of  his  dfebts,  and  ttie  remainder  to  be  applied  towards  pay- 
ing his  expenses.  According  to  this  provision,  M.  Whit  Smith  has 
sold  his  estate^  and  reports  ^e  proceeds  to  be  91,266.61.  The  act 
provides  that  all  claims  against  said  lunadc  should  be  rendered  with- 
in two  months.  In  this  time  Col.  David  Provence,  M.  Whit  Smith 
and  James  T-  Magbee  rendered  in  their  claims — ^the  first  for  9200, 
and  the  other  two  for  9500  each,  for  their  services  as  Attorneys.  Af- 
ter the  expiration  of  the  two  months'  limit.  Col.  B.  M.  Pearson  and 
Col.  A.  M.  Mitchell  rendered  in  their  claims — the  first  for  $500,  and 
the  last  for  $200,  for  like  services,  making  an  aggregate  of  $1,900 
for  legal  services.  T\\e  memorialist  prays  that  they  mav  all  share  in 
his,  the  said  lunatic's,  estate ;  but  if  we  are  confined  to  the  Act 
making  disposal  for  the  settlement  of  his  estate,  we  cannot,  under  that 
law,  do  anything  with  the  claims  that  came  in  after  the  bar.  We 
think  also  that  the  claims  for  services  of  that  class,  charging  $500, 
are  too  high,  and  believe,  as  said  lunatic  was  not  a  fit  subject  to  make 
contracts,  that  this  Assembly  have  a  right  to  consider  of  this  matter, 
and  recommend  a  deduction,  if  tliey  think  the  charges  too  high. 
They  therefore  recommend  that  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  each 
be  allowed  to  James  T.  Magbee  and  David  Provence,  Esq.,  and  that 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  allowed  M.  Whit  Smith, 
in  consideration  of  his  services  and  trouble  as  guardian,  in  addition 
to  the  allowance  of  seven  hundred  and  seven ty-six  dollars  62-100, 
for  expenditures,  &;c.,  as  aforesaid,  which  will  leave  a  balance  due 
him,  after  tlie  payments  made  as  recommended,  of  $260.01. 

The  account  will  then  stand  thus,  for  debit  side  of  account: 
For  payment  in  the  Asylum  for  lunadc,  two  years,  to  25th 

March,  1855, •  500  00 

For  clothing, • 14  62 

«     Physicians' fee, 12  00 

"    expense,  &c.,  coveying  to  Asylum, • 250  00 

''    amountto  J.T.  Magbee, 200  00 

'^  «      "  David  Provence, 200  00 

39  S 
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Amount  brought  forward, 91,17( 

Foramountto  M.  Whit  Smith, 85( 

Credit  net  amount  estate, 91,260  61 

Amount  from  State, 260  01 

•1^2( 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  Hem; 
Coun^  be  authorized  to  give  M.  Whit  Smith,  guardian  of  Wii 
Crawford,  (lunatic,)  his  discharge  as  such  guardum,  upon  hisvoii 
for  payment  of  the  above  account,  and  that  an  Act  be  passed  in 
favor  for  the  above  balance  of  8260.01 ;  and  further,  diat  thb  i 
provide  for  the  future  maintenance  of  said  lunatic  in  ihe  Asylum^ 
reconunend  the  passage  of  the  annexed  Bill. 

JAMES  W.  SMITH, 

Chainufl 

Which  was  read,  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Cone  permitted  to  ii 

duce,  without  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  respec 

violations  of  the  Sabbath  day ; 

Which  was  placed  among  Uie  orders  of  the  day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  tlie  employment  o\ 
groes  as  Pilots  on  the  waters  of  St  Johns  River ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wynn,  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  W 
Cone  and  Criglar,  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  ttie  House  and 
the  return  of  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  persons  enca 
ing  from  leaving  fire  at  their  tamps. 

The  Committee  returned,  and  reported  that  they  had  peifonne< 
duty  assigned  them. 

House  bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an 
to  amend  ^e  Patrol  laws  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage 
vote  was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Eppes,  FHor,  G 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Smith,  TVacy  and  Wynn — 13. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represe 
tives. 

House  Resolution  for  the  relief  of  L.  C.  Deihilly ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage 
vote  was : 

Yeac^ — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Eppes,  Filer,  G 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Smidi,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 13. 
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Nays— None. 

So  the  Resdation  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa 
lives. 

Hoase  Resolution  asking  that  the  New  Orleans  and  Key  West 
Mail  Steamers  be  required  to  touch  at  St  Andrews ; 
Was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  ceiiified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  the  4th  clause  of  the 
dd  Chapter  of  the  4th  Division  of  tiie  Laws  relating  to  Crimes  and 
Misdemeanors ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  tod  on  the  question  ef  its  passage  the 
vote  was : 
Yeas — Messrs.  Duncan,  Eppes,  Hopkins,  Smith  and  Tracy — 5. 
Nays — ^Messrs.  Burd,  Criglar,  Fllor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Long,  Provence 
and  Wynn — 8. 
So  lie  Bill  was  lost 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  chartered  privileges  of  the  Columbus  Bridge  Company ; 
Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
moiTOw. 

House  Bin  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  alter  and  change  the  laws  now  in 
force  in  this  State  in  reference  to  the  limitation  of  actions : 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Ae  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  organize  the  County  of  Liber- 
ty; 
Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Kilcrease  moved  to  amend  said  Bill  by  striking  out  the  word 
**  Liberty,"  wherever  it  occurs,  and  substituting  the  word  "  Chason ;' 
Which  motion  was  lost 

On  motion,  the  Bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  75  copies  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  the  Militia  Laws  of  this 
State; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
vote  was:  • 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Filer,  Hawes,  Hopkins.  Kilcre.ise, 
Long,  Provence,  Smith,  Tracy  and  Wjnn — IL 
Nays — Messrs.  Duncan  and  Gilfis — 2. 
So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repreqe  i  ta- 
tives. 

A  Bin  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Geo. 
W.  Phillips,  approved  January  14,  1853 ; 
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Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  tic 
its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  ^e  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Filor,  GJllis,  Hawes,  Hopkins 
crease.  Long,  Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — XL 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Bill  passed — ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Reprei 
tives. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  relat 
taking  depositions  under  commission  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  pasaag 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncs^n,  Filor,  Gillis, 
kins.  Long,  Provence,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 1 1. 

Nays — Messrs,  Hawes,  Kilcrease  and  Smith-7r3. 

So  the  Bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repre 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  providing  the  mode  and  m 
of  carrying  up  appeals  from  the  Courts  of  Jusdces  of  the  I 
and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Long  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  tide  a 
serting  the  following : 

An  Act  allowing  appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  ca^es  whe 
amount  is  fifty  dollars  or  less. 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert  as  follows: 

That  hereafter  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Supreme  Court  i 
State  to  entertain  jurisdiction  of  appeals  or  writs  of  error,  in  a 
ses  where  the  amount  is  fifty  dollars  or  less;  and  that  all  laws  i 
sistent  with  this  Act  be  and  the  same  are  l^ei'eby  repealed. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time  as  amended,  and  prdered 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  Committee  was  received  from  the  House  of  Represent 
who  returned  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  persons  en 
ing  from  leaving  fire  at  their  camps ; 

Which  bill  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  respecting  violations  of  die  Sabi 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitied  an  Act  for  the  reKef  M.  Whit  Smidi  j 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  tin 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

The  following  Bills  which  had  passed  both  Houses  of  die  G 
Assembly,  and  been  enrolled  and  signed  by  the  presiding  € 
(hereof,  were  transmitted  for  apprqv^  to  his  Excellency  the  G 
|>r,  vii: 
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An  Act  to  create  a  State  Librarian ; 

An  Act  jto  authorize  Celestino  Gonzalez  to  estabUsh  a  Wharf  in 
ike  Qtj  of  Pensacola ; 

An  Act  to  authorize  Gregory  Yneistra  and  F.  B.  Pobe  to  estabtish 
a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  Land  rum ; 

An  Act  changing  the  mode  of  compensating  the  several  Solicitors 
or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  this  State ;  and 

An  Act  to  extend  the  limitation  of  Merchants'  accounts  in  tiiia 
State. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  persons  from  attempt- 
ing to  entice  or  steal  Negroes  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins  was  in-* 
definitely  postponed. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  creating  a  fifth  Judicial  Circuit,  with 
House  amendments  tliereto ; 

Canit  up  in  order. 

Upon  the  question  of  concurring  in  said  amendments,  the  yeaa 
and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Long  and  Kilcrease. 

On  motion,  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Long,  Provence 
and  Hopkins,  was  appointed  to  proceed  with  the  Secretary  to  the 
rooms  ef  Messrs.  Brinson  and  Snell,  so  as  to  permit  them  to  record 
then-  votes. 

The  Committee  returned,  and  reported  Mr.  Brinson  to  have  been 
too  much  indisposed  to  vote,  and  Mr.  Snell  voting  nay. 

It  was  moved  that  Mr.  Eppes  be  allowed  to  record  his  vote ; 

Which  was  granted. 

The  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cone,  Duncan,  G{llis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Provence, 
Smith,  Tracy  and  Wynn— 9. 

Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Filor,  Kilcrease  and 
Long — 6. 

So  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Hie  Bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  prevent  persons  encamping 
from  leaving  fire  at  their  camps ; 

Came  up,  when  on  motion  the  Senate  went  into  Conunittee  of  the 
Whole  upon  said  hill,  Mr.  Provence  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  through 
Aeir  Chairman  reported  tlie  bill  back  with  amendments,  and  asked 
to  be  discharged; 

Wliieh  was  concurred  in.  / 

The  bill  as  amended  \\  as  read  the  second  and  thy  s,  and 

upon  the  question  of  its  passage  tiie  vote  was :  / 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Filor,  tru-  Hawee, 
Hopkins,  Long,  ProvencCj  Sniith,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 13, 
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Naya — ^None. 

So  the  bill  passed — ^tide  as  stated. 

Ordeiedthai  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Represe 
tives. 

Mr.  Provence  moved  that  the  vote  indefinitely  postponing  H( 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  adopt  an  equal  and  uniifomi  mode  of  1 
ation  in  this  State^  be  reconsidered. 

The  President  decided  the  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Provence  appealed  from  tlie  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

The  following  mesasge  was  received  Ironi  the  House  of  Repre 
tatives: 

House  of  Representatives,  j 
January  11,  1855.  j 

Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir: — ^The  following  fiills  and  Resolutions  have  passed  the  Ho 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  m  3ct  to  change  tlie  time  of  holding  the 
euit  Court  in  the  Eastern  Circuit  of  1^  iorida ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  w  »ct  regulating  the  sale  of  State  Lands 
for  other  purposes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  m  lict  to  regulate  and  establish  the  fee 
the  Secretary  of  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  ^  net  regulating  Quarantine  for  the  Poi 
St  Marks ; 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  establish  certain  Mail  Rout< 
Alachua  County ;  and 

Resolution  authorizing  (he  Comptroller  to  audit  certain  acco 
therein  named. 

The  House  has  concurred  in  Senate  amendments  to  a  bill  to  b< 
titled  an  act  for  the  regulation  of  Pilots  and  Pilotage  of  the  Bay 
Harbor  of  Pensacola. 

The  House  has  appointed  Messrs.  Haynes,  Johnston  and  Dc 
Conmiittee  to  confer  with  a  similar  Conunitiee  on  the  part  of  the 
ate,  relative  to  the  disagreement  upon  amendments  to  a  bill  to  bt 
tided  An  act  granting  certain  lauds  to  the  Palatka  and  Micai 
Plank  Road  Company. 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  RepresetUativt 

Which  was  lead  and  the  bills  placed  among  the  orders  oi 
Day. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Hawes,  and  Cone  were  appoint 
Committee  of  Conference,  to  act  with  a  similar  Committee  on 
part  of  the  House  in  relation  to  House  amendments  to  a  bill  t 
entitled  an  act  granting  lands  to  the  Palatka  and  Micanopy  PI 
Road  Company: 
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Ordered  diat  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

House  biH  to  be  entitled  ap  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the' 
Courts  m  the  Eastern  Circuit  of  Florida ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  on  motion,  the  rule  was  waired  and  the  bilT 
read  the  second  time  by  its  titie. 

Mr.  Provence  ofiered  the  following  amendment  to  the  tide  of  said 
bifl^viz: 

Insert  the  words  "  and  Fiffk  Judicial''  between  the  words  **  Eas- 
tern" and  "  Circuit  ;*' 

Which  amendments  were  adopted,  and  the  bill  as  amended  ordered, 
for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

House  Resolution  authorizing  the  Comptroller  to  audit  certain  ac* 
counts  therein  named ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to* 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitied  An  Act  to  regulate  and  establish  the 
Fees  of  the  Secretary  of  State ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  and  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Hopkins  ofiTered  the  following  amendment : 

Strike  out  the  words  "  one  dollar,**  wherever  they  occur ; 

Which  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived  and  said  Bill  read  a  third  time 
and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Criglar,  Filor,  Hawes,  Long,  Provence 
and  Wynn — 8. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Duncan,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Smith  and  Tracy — 5. 

So  the  bill  passed,  titie  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa* 
tires. 

House  Bin  to  be  entitied.  An  Act  regulating  Quarantine  for  the 
Port  of  St  Marks ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  and  third 
tunes  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  Duncan,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hop- 
kins, Long,  Provence,  Smi&,  Tracy  and  Wynn — 12. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  Bill  passed — ^titie  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa* 
tires. 

House  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  estaUish  certain  Mail  Routes 
in  Alachua  County ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to* 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitied  An  Act  regulating  die  sale  of  State  Landa^ 
and  for  other  purposes; 
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Was  read  the  first  time  aiid  ordered  (or  a  seeond  reading  oi 
hiorrow. 

On  motion,  leave  was  granted  Messrs.  Provence  and  Smith  t 
fcord  their  votes  upon  the  passage,  yesterday,  of  a  House  Bill  t 
entitled  An  Act  to  looate  the  Seminary  of  Learning  to  be  establ 
West  of  the  Suwannee  River  in  this  States 

Upon  the  question  they  voted  nay. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions,  which  had  passed  the  Se 
were  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz  : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  a( 
tiie  Relief  of  George  W.  Phillips,  approved  January  14th,  1853 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  relative  to  taking  Depositions  i 
Commission ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  Militia  Laws  of 
State ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  regulating  Quarantine  at  the 
of  St^  Marks ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  S 
tary  of  State , 

House  BUI  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  ac 
to  amend  the  Patrol  Laws  of  this  St^ite  j 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  ;tn  A.t  to  prevont  persons  encanr 
from  leaving  fire  at  their  camps,  with  anoendments ; 

Resolutions  in  relation  to  Mail  Route  from  the  St  Johns  Ri^ 
Newnansville ; 

House  Resolution  for  the  relief  of  L.  C.  DemiUy ;  and 

House  Resolution  asking  that  the  New  Orleans  and  Key ' 
Steamers  be  required  to  touch  at  St.  Andrews* 

On  motion  of  Mr«  Filor,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-mo 
morning,  10  o'clock 


FRIDAY,  January  12,  1865. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  ofliciated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  readi 
the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  Bill  which  had  passed  both  Houses  of  the  Gc 
Assembly,  and  been  enrolled  and  signed  by  the  presiding  officers  thi 
was  transmitted  for  approval  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  \ 

An  Act  granting  aid  to  die  County  of  Putnam  to  build  a  i 
House  and  Jail. 

Mr.  Filor,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  made  th< 
lowing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  have  examined  and  find 
rectly  engrossed : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


318 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  M.  Whit  Smith. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  FILOR, 

Chairman^ 
V»' hich  was  read,  and  the  Bill   placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day^ 
Mr.  Long,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  enti- 
tled an  Act  concernin«:  Limitations  of  Actions  against  the  estate  of 
deceased  persons,  ha\ing  considered  the  same,  and  report  that  they  per.- 
c  m  no  valid  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  same,  nor  do  they  think 
any  great  necessity  exists  for  its  passage.  The  Committee  return  the 
bill  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its  furtlier  considei  (ttion. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG,  Chairman. 
Which  was  read,  and  the  BiM  pilaeed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
Day. 

Mr.  Long,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  and  find  correct- 
ly enrolled  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Palatka  and  Mi'canopy  Plank 
Road  Company. 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Commftfee  on  Enrolled  Bills: 
Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  from  a  Select  Committee,  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

llie  Joint  Select  Committee  of  Conference  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Senate  amendments  of  House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  pre- 
vent the  abduction  and  escape  of  slaves  from  this  State,  having  con- 
ferred, ask  leave  to' 

REPORT; 

That  they  have  agreed  to   retain  all  the  Senate  amendmeats,  an<j[ 
concur  therdn,  except  the  following  : 
Strike  out  the  word  "  Senate,"  and  insert "  General  Assembly." 

EDWARD  HOPKINS, 
Chairman  Senate  Joint  Select  Committee. 

M.  HAYNES, 
Chairman  House  Joint  Select  Committer 
Which  was  read. 
Also  the  following : 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  of  Conference,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  granting  Swamp  and  Overflowed  Landa 
to  the  Palatka  and  Micanpy  Plank  Road  Company,  have  had  the  fu^a^ 
binder  conaideration,  and  ask  leave  to 
40  S 
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REPORT: 

That  they  have  agreed   to  retain  the   sixth  Section  of  said 
Striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  Alligator"  of  the  same. 

EDWARD  HOPKINS, 
Chairman  Senate  Commits 

M.  HAYNES, 
Chairman  House  CommitI* 

tVhfch  tvas  read. 

A  Committee  was  received  from  the  House,  asking  the  retu 
Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  ameiulatorj  of  an  Act  amendi 
of  the  several  Aete  now  in  force  in  tJiis  State  in  relation  to  tra 
with  Negroes. 

On  motion,  Messrs^  Filor,  Kilcrease  and  Long  were  appoint 
Con&mittee  to  return  said  bill. 

The  Coramittee  returned  and  reported  ttiey  had  discharged  th< 
ty  assigned  them. 

The  following  message  was  roeelved  from  the  House  of  Repn 
fatives : 

House  of  Representatives, 
January  12,  1855. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — ^The  House  has  passed  the  following  Bills : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  the  Trustees  of  the  I 
Aal  Improvement  Fund  to  surrender  the  rigiit,  title  and  claim  of 
State  to  certain  lands ; 

A  BA\  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  James  F.  Harley  to 
tract  aud  be  contracted  with ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  J.  P.  K.  Savage 
Haley  T.  Blocker,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entiled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  incorporate  the '. 
■acoia  and  (Jeorgia  Railroad  Company ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  Gov 
the  Southern  Judicial  Circuit  of  Florida ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Ac 
provide  for  the  establishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning, 
proved  January  24,  1851,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  Samuel  D.  Ho 
of  Marion  County,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Tallaha 
and  Quincy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an 
to  incorporate  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator  Plank  Road  Coe 
ny; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  Wil 
8.  Wilson,  and  others,  with  the  following  amendment,  viz : 

Strike  out  "  fifty,"  in  the  10th  line,  and  insert  "  Uenty-five"  in 
thereof. 
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The  foHawing  Bill  has  been  lost  in  the  House,  viz : 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  amendatory  of  an  Act  entitled  an 
Act  amendatory  of  the  several  acts  now  in  force  in  this  State  in  rela- 
tion to  trading  with  slaves. 

The  House  has  indefinitely  postponed  the  following  Bill  and  Reso* 
htion,  viz : 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  benefit  of  James  Gough  ; 

Senate  Resolution  relative  to  copying  the  laws  of  tlie  present  Ses- 

The  House  has  concurred  in  Senate  amendments  to  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  an  Act  defining  the  duties  of  Witnesses  in  tlie  several  Courts 
of  this  State; 

And  has  refused  to  concur  in  Senate  amendments  to  a  Bill  to  be 
eQtided  an  Act  to  prevent  persons  encamping  from  leaving  fire  at  their 
eamps. 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives, 
Which  was  read,  and  the   House  Bills  and  Bills  with  amendments 
placed  among  the  orders   of  the   day,  and  Senate   Bills  which  had 
passed  both  Houses,  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  Bill,  as  amended  by  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  Appeals  from 
Justices  of  the  Peace  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs,  Bird,  Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes, 
Hopkins,  Kilcrease,  Long  and  Tracy — 10, 

Nays — Messrs.  Duncan  and  Smith — 2, 

So  said  Bill  passed — title  as  amended. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  regulating  the  sale  of  State 
Lands,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

House  Resolution  authorizing  the  Comptroller  to  audit  certain  ac- 
counts therein  named ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  the  resolution  read  the 
thuxi  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was ; 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Duncan,  Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis, 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Long,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 12. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  Resolution  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa* 
tivei. 
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A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  respecting  violations  of  the  Sab 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  referred  to  a  t 
Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Cone,  GiUis  and  Long. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Filor,  House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  ai 
ize  the  Cuba  and  United  States  Submarine  and  Territoriid  Ma| 
Telegraph  Company  to  pass  lines  of  Telegi-apli  through  the  Su 
Florida,  and  to  protect  the  same,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  f 
among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr,  Long  moved  tha 
Wynn  be  excused  from  attendance  on  the  Senate  lor  the  bafcui 
fh »  Session ; 

Which  motion  was  adopted. 

House  Bill  to  be  entilkid  an  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holdir 
Circuit  Courts  in  the  Eastern  and  Fifth  Judicial  Circuits  of  this  i 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  whii 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Duncan,  Filor,  H 
Hopkins,  Long,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 1 1. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Honse  of  Repre 
lives. 

House  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  establish  certain  MailR< 

Was  read  the  second  time,  tlie  rule  waived,  read  the  third 
and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Duncan,  Filor,  Hawes, 
kins.  Long,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 10. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Resolution  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repre 
tives. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  M.jWhit  ^ 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  whi 
vote  was ; 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Filor,  Hawes,  He 
Long,  Smith  and  Tracy — 9. 

Nays — Mr.  Duncan — 1. 

So  said  Bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  tlie  House  of  Repre 
tives. 

The  following  message  wae  received  from  his  Excellency  th( 
^mor: 

Executive  Chamber, 
Tallahassee,  January  11,  185* 

Hon.  H.  V.  SNELLy 

President  of  the  Senate  : 
Sir:-^I  have  approved  and  wgned  tlio  following  Actif 
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lIi  Act  to  create  a  State  Librarian ; 

.n  Act  to  authorize  Celestino  Gonzalez  to  establish  a  Wharf  lA 

City  of  Pensaeola ; 

n  Act  to  authorize  Gregory  Yncistra  and  F.  B.  Bobe  to  estab- 

a  Wharf  in  the  City  o'  Fensacola ; 

n  Act  for  the  Relief  of  J.  M.  Landrimi ; 

n  Act  changing  tiie  mode  of  Compensating  Solicitors,  &:c. ; 

n  Act  to  extend  the  Limitation  of  Merchants*  Accounts  in  tliis 

e. 

Respectfully^ 

JAMES  K  BROOME. 
^hich  was  read. 

ouse   Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  alter  and  change  the  laws 
in  force  in  this  State  in  reference  to  the  Limitation  of  Actions ; 
^as  read  the  second  time. 

n  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  Bill  was  laid  on  the  table, 
ouse  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  enjoy- 
t    of  tlie     chartered  privileges  of  the  Columbus  Bridge  Com- 

r;  ^ 

^as  read  the  third  time. 

n  motion  of  Mr*  Long,  the  Bill  was  laid  on  the  table, 
ouse  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
•ovide  for  the  establishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning,  ap- 
ed January  24th,  1851,  and  for  other  purposes; 
'as  read  the  tirst  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
ow. 

ouse  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  autliorize  James  F.  Harley  to 
ract  and  be  contracted  with ; 

^as  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  and  third 
3  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  tlie  vote  was : 
eas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Duncan,  Eppes,  Filor, 
s,  Hawes,  Long  and  Tracy — 10. 
jiys — Mr.  Hopkins — 1. 
)  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated, 
rdered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the   House  of  Represents- 

n    motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr,   Cone,  from  a  SeleQt 
imittee,  made  the  following  report ; 

he  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Bill  respecting 
ations  of  the  Sabbath,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
report  the  following  amendment  to  tlie  enacting  clause  : 
isert  after  ^*  &;c.,"  "  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
le  State  of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened.'' 
^ith  the  above  amendment,  your  Committee  recommend  the  pas- 
of  the  Bill. 

Respectfully'  submitted, 

WM.  H.  CONE, 

Chairman. 
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Which  l^as  read,  i|nd  the  Bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  t 
for  to-morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  tame  of  h 
Court  in  the  Southern  Judicial  Circuit  of  Florida ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  an< 
|imes  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cotie,  Duncan,  Epj)e8, 
Hawes,  Hopkins,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 11. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordere4  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repr* 
tjves. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  ln$ot 
the  Pensacola  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company ; 

Was  re^d  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  ti 
its  title,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  was  laid  on  tlie  table. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  J.  P.  K,  S 
and  Haley  T.  Blocker,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
morrow. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Trustees 
Internal  Improvement  Fun4  to  surrender  the  right,  title  and  cl 
the  State  to  certain  Lands; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  fpr  a  second    reading 
porrow. 

The  following  message  was  receive4  from  tlie  House  of  '. 
ientatives : 

House  qf  Represeivtati\'e 
January  12,  1855. 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — ^The  House  has  concurred  in  the  Reports  of  the  Coroi 
of  Conference  in  relation  to  the  amendments  to  (he  folio wn| 
viz: 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  prevent  the  Abduction  and  I 
of  Slaves  from  this  State ; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  granting  certain  Lands 
PaUtka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company. 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  C0RLE1 
Clerk  House  Representai 

Which  was  read. 

The  Reports  of  the  Committees  of  Conference  were  concur 
^d  the  Bills  as  amended  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  prevent  persons  encs 
from  leaving  fire  at  their  camps,  with  Senate  amendments  thei 
:firhich  the  House  had  refused  to  concur ; 

Pame  ap  in  order. 
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n  motion  orf  Mr.  Long,  tlie  Senate  refused  to  recede  fronf  toid 

[idnients. 

r.  Long  moved  that  a  Committee  of  Conference  be  appointeid,  to 

vith  a  similar  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  in  relation 

lid  amendments. 

hich  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Long,  Smith  and  Gillis 

appointed  said  Committee. 

Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  William   S.  Wil- 

md  others,  with  House  amendment  thereto ; 

ime  up  in  order. 

1  motion  «f  Mr.  Provence,  the  Senate  concurred  in  said   ametid- 

dered  Qtgi>  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House   of  Representa- 
,  and  that  the  bill  as  amended  be  enrolled. 
r.  Smithy  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  and   Accounts^  made 
allowing  report : 

le  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred 
to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  Florida  in 
ettlement  of  boundary  with  the  State  of  Georgia, 

REIPORT: 

lat  a  majority  of  your  Cofcimittee  are  not  pr6^ared  to  make  a 
able  report,  for  the  reason  that  they  think  the  amounts  are  enor- 
ily  high.  It  is  said  to  them  that  like  amounts  k^e  been  allowed 
eorgia,  but  th^  does  not  change  our  opinion,  as  to  the  value  of 
ibor  done.  We,  therefore,  report,  so  tiar  as  we  are  concerned, 
^orable. 

J.  W.  SMITH,  Chairman., 
hich  was  read  Aid  the  Bill  placed  am6ng  the  orders  of  the  day/ 
)use  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide   for  Che  expenses  of 
da  in  the  settlement  of  boundary  with  the  State  of  Georgia; 
as  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  te^Ae, 
1  motion  the  rvie  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Long  moved  a  reconsid-' 
)n  of  the  vote  of  yesterday  oh  House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act' 
event  persons  from  attempting  to  entice  or  steal  Negroes ; 
hich  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Long,   Bird  and   Cone^ 
appointed  a  Contmittee  to  request  from  ihe   House   of  Repre-' 
.tives  the  return  of  said  bill. 

le  Committee  retiftned,  and  reported  that  they  had  performerf 
uty  assigned  them* 

le  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre^* 
ktives: 

House  of  Representatives,  ) 
January  12,  1855.         J 
,  President  of  the  Senate : 
s : — ^The  House  kas  passed  inclosed  Bill  to  be  entitled  an^  AeC 
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tnakin(rap|»ropriatimis  for  the  exptMises  of  tlie  StaU»  Gorernn 
t.ii*  risciil  year  lsr>5. 

Yen'  re:5i>oetrulh% 

HI  (HI  A.  rORLEY, 
C-U rk  lLn:sc  (>f  RrpresenU 

Wliieh  w.'is  read  and  the  lill  plavtHj  aiiioii«^  ilie  orders  of 

Ihm^e  \V\\\  to  he  eiiiiili'd  ao  Act  inakjng  ajipropiialionj 
Fiscal  year  1^55; 

AVas  rend  the  tirst  time,  the  lule  waived,  read  the  second  s 
times  hy  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  itri  passage  the  v( 

Yeas — Mr.  IVebident,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Ep{>es,  Long,  f 
and  Tia'!y — 7. 

Nays — Messrs.  Duncan,  Fiidr,  Hawes,  Hopkins  and  Kilen 

So  the  liill  pasMtl,  tide  as  st.ited. 

Ordered  that  tlie  same  be  <-ertified  to  the  House  of  Rep 
fives. 

A  (;!oninMttee  from  the  Houf^e  returned  to  the  Senate  He 
to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  [»ersons  from  attempting  to  e 
steal  ne^roe?. 

Hou«ie  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  persons  from  j 
ing  to  entice  or  steal  negroes ; 

Was  read  die  tliird  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  pas 
Vote  was: 

Yeas — Mt.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cr>ne,  Duncan,  Eppej 
Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Provence  and  Tracy — IL 

N  ay  R— None. 

So  the  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  tliat  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Rep 
tix'es. 

The  f.)llowing  Bills  and  Resolutions,  which  had  passed  the 
'twere  trans!ni{te<i  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz: 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  M.  Whit  Smit 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  making  appropriations  foi 
cal  year  isr)5; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  persons  from  j 
ing  to  entice  or  steal  negroes; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  change  the  time  of 
Court  in  the  Soutliem  Jiidicial  Circuit  of  Morida  ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  James  F,  Hi 
contract  and  >>e  contracted  with  ; 

House  Bill  in  relation  to  apjx^alsfrom  tlie  Courts  of  JHsdc( 
Peace,  and  for  other  pur[)Oses,  with  enclosed  amendments; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  change  the  time  of  hoi 
Circuit  Courts  in  the  Eastern  Circuit  of  Florida,  with  € 
amendment ; 

House  Resolution  authoiizing  the  Comptroller  to  audit  cerl 
tjounts  ther^n  named ; 
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House  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  establish  certain  Mail  Routes 
I  Alachua  County. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracj,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  6^  o'olock 
ds  evening. 


6i  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  Senate  met — a  quoruni  present 

The  foUowini^  Bill,  which  had  passed  both  Houses  of  the  General 

ssemblj^  and  Been  duly  enrolled  and  signed  by  the  presiding  offi- 

re  thereof,  was  transmitted  for  approval  to  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 

aor,  viz : 

An  Act  to  Incbrporate  the  Palatka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road 

>mpany. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

itative6 : 

House  of  Representatives,  j 
January  12,  1855. 

wi.  Pi-esiderU  of  th^  Senate:    - 

Sir  :— The  following  bills  have  passed  the  House,  viz : 

^nate  bill  td  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  Militia  Laws  of  this 

ite; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entilled  aa  act  to  prevent  any  deduction  on  Cot- 
Bales  ; 

Senate  bill  t6  be  entitled  ail  act  to  remove  the  obstructionA  to  th^ 

igation  of  the  Suwannee  River; 

^nate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  an 
amendatory  of  the  several  acts  now  in  force  in  this  State  in  rela- 

i  to  trading  with  negroes ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  general  act  for  the 

[>rporation  of  Towns,  Academies  and  Religious  Societies,  approv- 

January  6,  1847  ;  with  enclosed  amendments,  in  which  the  con- 

rence  of  the  Senate  is  respectfully  requested. 

Substitute  to  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel 

Fhompson  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  South  fork   of  Black 

lek,  in  which  substitute  the  jconourrence  of  the  SeuatTe  is  respect^ 

y  requested- 

rhe  following  bill  has  been  lost  in  (lie  HoUse,  viz : 

L  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cherry,  a  free  womaii 

olor. 

Very  Respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 

Crk.  House  Rep's. 

Vbich  was  read. 

Ordered  that  the  Senate  Bills  which  had  passed  the  House  Adthoul; 
41  S 
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amendment  be  enrolled,  and  that  Senate  Bills  with  amende 
be  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

^)n  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  A 
anthonze  the  Cuba  and  United  States  Submarine  and  Terrii 
M.'iixnetic  Telegraph  Company  to  pass  Unes  of  Telegraph  thr 
tlie  :^tate  of  Florida,  and  to  protect  the  same ; 

Was  taken  from  the  orders  for  to-morrow,  and  placed  first  az 
tha  orders  of  the  day  for  this  evening. 

Hon.^e  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  tlie  Cuba  and  V 
States  Submarine  and  Territorial  Magnetic  Telegraph  Compan 
pass  lines  of  Telegrai>h  through  the  State  of  Florida,  and  to  pr 
the  same ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Long  moved  to  add  the  following  proviso  to  the  end  oi 
11th  Section: 

Provided,  however,  That  this  Act  shall  not  be  construed  to 
ate  or  confer  any  corporate  rights  or  privileges,  and  may  at 
time  hereafter  be  repealed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

Which  amendment  was  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  the  Bill  as  amended  rea 
third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Filor,  Hawes,  Kilcr 
Long,  Smith  and  Tracy — ^9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Duncan,  Eppes,  Gillis  and  Hopkins — 4. 

So  said  Bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repres 
tives. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  the  general  Act  for  the 
corporation  of  Towns,  Academies  and  Religious  Societies,  appi 
January  6,  1847,  with  House  amendments  thereto ; 

Came  up  in  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  Senate  concurred  in  said  an 
ments. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repres 
tives,  and  the  bill  as  amended  be  enrolled. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  Samuel  B.  Thonnps^ 
establish  a  Ferry  across  the  South  Fork  of  Black  Creek,  with  H 
substitute ; 

Came  up  in  order. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  concurred  in  sard  substitute. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repres 
tives,  and  the  substitute  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cone,  House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  e^ 
the  time  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  chartered  privileges  of  the  Cc 
bus  Bridge  Company ; 

Was  taken  from  the  table  and  placed  ammig  the  Orders  o 
Df»y. 
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!ou8e  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  extend  i\^e  time  for  the  enjoj  • 
t  of  the  chartered  privileges  of  tlie  Colunibus  Bridge  Company ; 
^as  read  the  third  time^  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  tho 
was: 

eaa — Mr.  President^  Messrs.  Bird,  Cone,  Duncan,   Eppes,  Filor, 
s,  Hawes,  Kilcrease,  Long,  Smith  and  Tracy — 12. 
ays — None. 

)  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated, 
rdered  that  the  same  be   certified  to   the   Mouse  of  Representa- 

1  motion  the   Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  9  o' 


SATURDAY,  January  13th,  1855. 

le  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

quorum  being  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the   reading  of 

rday's  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

le  following  Bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate  were  transmitted 

i  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 

mse  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  extend  the  ti«ie  for  tlie  -enjoy 

of  the  chartered  privileges  of  the  Columbus  Bridge  Company ; 

^use  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorise  ^e  Cuba  and  Uni- 
tates  Submarine  and  Territorial  Magnetic  Telegraph  Company 
iB  lines  of  Telegraph  through  the  State  of  Florida,  and  to  pro- 
he  same,  with  amendment 

e  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
dves : 

House  of  Repbbsentatiyes,  ) 
January  13,  1855.  ) 

President  of  the  Senate  : 

t : — The  House  has  concurred  in  Senate  amendment  to  a  Bill 
entitled  an  Act  to  change  the  times  of  holdh^  the  Circuit 
a  in  the  Eastern  Circuit  of  Florida. 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A,  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  Representatives. 
lich  was  read. 

motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Kilcrease  offered  the  f«l- 
y  Preamble  and  Resolution  : 

lereas,  there  are  several  Bills,  &c.,  of  value  now  befone  the  Sen- 
liich  cannot  be  acted  upon  at  this  time,  therefore, 
it  resolvedy  That  John  G.  Smith  be,  and  he  is  hereby  autlioriz- 
take  charge  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  as  well   also  the   Books, 
aire.  Stationery,  &c.,  in  and  belonging  to  the  same,  and  to  kea^ 
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tfnd  preserve  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  adjounied  session, 
vember  next  And  he  is  hereby  instinicted  not  to  allow  the  said 
ber  to  be  used  or  occupied  for  any  purpose  whatever,  or  to  all 
of  the  Chairs,  Carpets,  Desks,  Stationery,  or  any  other  thing  bel 
thereto,  to  be  removed  froni  tlie  same,  during  the  time  ab«^ 
ciiied. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  ti 
emor : 

Executive  XI!n amber, 
Tallahassee,  January  12,  185£ 
Hon.  H.  V.  Snell, 

President  of  the  Senate  : 
Sir  : — I  respectfully  submit  the  following  nominations  for  1 
vice  and  consent  of  the  General  Assembly : 

For  Brevard  Comity  : 
Auctioneer — William  Ransom. 

For  Levy  County : 
Auctioneers — Daniel  Hogans, 
S.  L.  Edwards. 

For  Jackson  County : 
Aucioneer — Fpbert  S.  Dickson, 

For  Duval  County : 
Port   Wardens   at    Jacksonville — Charles    Broward,   Hei 
Holmes,  H.  H.  Hoeg,  Theodore  Hartridge,  F.  C.  Bamett 
Auctioneer — M.  E.  Hyams. 

Lumber  Inspectors — N.  H.  Vanght,  F-  B.  Land,  J.  B.  Sa< 
Thomas  Bowden,  B.  Frisbee,  Thos.  N-  McCoimell,  Jcphn  M. 
den. 

For  Santa  Rosa  County : 
Auctioneer — Abram  Forechimer. 
Lumber  Inspectors — Wm.  McKain,  Jesse  C.  Allen. 

For  Escambia  County : 
Port  Wardens  for  the  Port  of  Pensacola — Henry   F.   Ing 
C.  P.  Knapp,  Wm.  H.  Judah,  John  Griffin,  George  H.  O^Nea 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROO: 
Which  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkkis,  all  the  nominations  therein  coi 
(except  F.  C.  Barrett)  were  advised  and  consented  to. 
^   Mr.  Provence  moved  that  the  nomination  of  F.  C.  Barrett 
▼ised  and'consented  to ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
kins  and  Tracy,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Duncan,  Filor,  Hawc 
prease  and  Provence — 7. 

Nays — Messrs.  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Smith  and  Tracy — 4. 
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k>  the  motion  waa  adopted. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

louse  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an   Act  entitled  an  Act 
provide  for  the  esUiblishment  of  two  Seniinaiiea  of  Learning,   ap- 
ved  January  24,  1851,  and  for  other  purposes  ; 
Vas  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third   reading  on  the 

Monday  in  November  next 

louse  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  J.  P.  K.  Savage  and 
ley  T.  Blocker,  and  for  other  puiposes ; 

Vas  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  the  bjU  read  the  third 
3  by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 
feas — Messrs.  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,   Provence,  Smith 

Tracy— 7. 
Jays — JVIr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Duncan,  Filor  and  Kilcreasa 


lo  the  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to   the 


House   of  Representei 


louse  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  the  Trustees  of  the 
mal  Improvement  Fund  to  surrender  the  right,  title  and  claim  irf 
State  to  certain  lands ; 

Vas  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  the  Bill  read  the  third 
},  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 
eas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Duncan,  Filer,  Gillis,  Hawes^ 
)kins,  Kilcrease,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 11. 
^'ays — None. 

io  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representa^ 
h 

"he  following  Bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate  were  transmitted 
^e  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 

louse  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relie  f  of  J.  P.  K. 
Haley  T.  Blocker,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  and 
louse  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  the  Trustees  of  the 
mal  Improvement  Fund  to  surrender  the  rjght,  title  and  claim  ta 
ain  lands. 

Tie  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Represent; 
Qs: 

House  of  Representatives,  \ 

January  13,  1855. 
I.  President  of  the  Senate : 
►IB : — The  House  has  passed  Senate  Bill  for  the  relief  of  M.  Whit 
ith,  with  enclosed  amendments,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  thfj 
late  is  respectfully  requested. 

Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clei-k  House  Represenlalwes. 
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"UTiich  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  concurred  in  House  amendments  to  j 
to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  M.  Whit  Smith. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Repre 
lives,  and  that  the  bill  as  amended  be  enrolled. 

A  Committee  from  the  House  of  Representatives  informed  th 
ate  that  the  House  would  be  prepared  to  adjourn  at  12  o'clocl 
to  meet  on  the  4th  Monday  in  November  next,  and  asked  th 
currence  of  the  Senate. 

A  Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  respecting  viohitions  of  the  Sal 

Was  read  tlie  second  time,  and  die  Senate  refused  to  have 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  his  Excellen< 
Governor : 

ExEcrTivE  Chamber, 
Tallahassee,  January  13,  1655, 
Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate 

aad  Home  of  Representatives  : 

I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject 
appropriation  for  the  expenses  and  compensation  of  the  Conir 
recently  appointed,  under  an  interlocutory  decree  of  the  Si 
Court  of  the  United  States,  with  reference  to  the  setdenient 
boundary  between  this  State  and  Georgia.  The  bill  was  filed 
State,  and  the  interlocutory  decree  made  at  the  request  of  the 
neys  of  both  States.  The  question  may  be  finally  disposed  of 
the  present  term  of  the  Court,  tlie  line  ordered  to  be  run,  and 
nal  report  filed  before  the  meeting  oi"  the  General  Assembly 
vember  next  Without  an  approjjriation,  I  cannot  perform  the^ 
if  required,  and  there  is  no  citizen  of  the  State  who  would  n( 
regret  at  knowing  that  his  Government,  as  die  plaintifl^  in  di 
had  been  forced  to  acknowledge  her  inability  to  execute  the  < 

I  have  no  fund  with  which  tp  pay  Attorneys'  fees  long  sinc( 
tracted,  nor  the  expenses  and  compensation  for  services  rende 
the  boundary  Commission,  appointed  by  myself,  under  the  law 
State  and  the  official  opinion  of  tlie  Attorney  General.  I  resp 
ly  request  that  the  General  Assembly  will  not  adjourn  withoi 
king  the  necessary  provision,  and  appointing  an  oliicer  to  au< 
^tUe  the  accounts. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROO 

Which  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  i 
vide  for  the  expenses  of  Florida  in  the  settlement  of  boundai 
the  State  of  Georgia,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  placed  amc 
orders  of  the  day. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  ezpec 
Florida  in  the  settlement  of  boundary  with  the  State  of  Georg 


Digitized  by 


Google 


327 

'^as  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  tlie  question  of  its  passage  the 

was: 

ias — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Uawes,  Kilcrease  and  Long 

lys — Messrs.  Duncan,  Eppes,  Gillis,  Hopkins,  Provence,  Smith 

Iracy — 7. 

I  the  Bill  was  lost 

•.  Provence  moved  a  re-consideration  of  tlie  vote  just  taken  ; 

hich  was  agreed  to. 

I  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  said  Bill  was  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 

e,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Long,  Hawes  and  Eppes. 

le  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

tives: 

House  of  Representatives,  > 
January  13,  1855.  \ 

President  of  the  Sencde  : 

I : — The  foUowing  resolution  has  been  adopted  by  the  House  of 
^sentatives : 

solved.  That  the  Speaker  adjourn  this  House,  at  9  o'clock,  P, 
ver  to  the  fourth  Monday  in  November,  1855,  under  Joint  Ret- 
n  of  both  Houses  of  tliis  General  Assembly. 
Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  House  of  Rejn-e^eniatives. 
.  Long,  from  a  Select  Committee,  made  the  following  report : 
e  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Bill  to  be  entitled 
;t  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  boundary 
ith  the  State  of  Georgia,  having  considered  the  same,  instruct 
idersigned  to  recommend  the  said  Bill  to  be  amended  by  striking 
le  first  and  second  Sections  thereof,  and  by  inserting  in  lieu 
the  following : 

it  fwriher  emKrter/,/rhat  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  author- 
>  order  die  Comptroller  of  this  State  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
arsons  heretofore  appointed  by  him,  as  Commissioner  and  Sur- 
of  the  boundary  line  between  this  State  and  the  State  of  Geor- 
)r  such  amounts  respectively  to  each  as  the  Governor  may,  up- 
estigation,  deem  just  and  proper,  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
)by  authorized  and  required  to  pay  the  amount  so  audited,  out 
J  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
1  that  the  Sections  be  re-numbered,  so  aft  to  correspond  with 
nendment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  Select  Committee, 
iich  was  read,  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 
ise  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of 
a  in  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  with  the  State  of  Georgia ; 
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Came  vtp  on  its  seciitid  reading; 

On  motion,  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Select  Comn 
Whom  it  had  been  referred,  were  adopted. 

The  Bill  as  amended  was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule 
read  the  third  thne,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  t 
was : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs;  Bird,  Gillis,  Hawesj  Kilcrea» 
Provence  and  Tracy — 8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Duncan,  Eppes  and  Hopkins — 3. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Rep 
tives. 

The  following  Bill,  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  was  trai 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 

House  Bill  to  be  en  tided  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  exp< 
Florida  in  the  settlement  of  boundary  with  the  State  of  Georg 

On  ntotion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Long,  froni  the  C 
tee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  and  find  i 
ly  enrolled  the  following : 

An  Act  to  create  a  fifth  Judicial  Circuit  in  this  State,  and 
fer  the  powers  and  devolve  die  duties  of  Justices  of  the  S 
Court  upon  tlie  Circuit  Judges ; 

An  Act  to  prevent  any  deduction  on  cotton  bales ; 

An  Act  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  tlie  navigation  of  t 
\vannee  River ; 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  Williams  S.  Wilson  and  ot 

An  Act  to  authorize  Samael  B.  Thompson  to  establish 
Bridge  or  Ferry  across  the  South  Prong  of  Black  Creek  at 
burg ; 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Militia  Laws  of  this  State ; 

An  Act  to  amend  the  general  Act  for  the  Incdrporation  of  ' 
Academies  and  Religious  Societies,  approved  Jrlnuary  6,  184' 

An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Tallahassee  and  Quincy  Plank 
Company ; 

An  Act  to  authorize  Samuel  D.  Howse  to  assume  the  mana^ 
of  his  estiite ; 

An  Act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Palatka  and  Micanopj 
Road  Company ; 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  incorporate  the 
sonviile  and  Alligator  IMank  Road  Company ; 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  M.  Whit  Smith ;  and 

An  Act  amendatory  of  an  Act   amendatory   of  the   severs 
now  ui  force  in  this  State,  in  relation  to  trading  with  Negroes. 
Respectfully  subniitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chaii'man  Committee  on  Enrolled  I 
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Vhich  was  read. 

^he  following  Bills,  which  had  passed  botli  Houses  of  the  Gener, 
Lssenibly,  and  been  duly  enrolled  and  signed  by  the  presiding  offir 
thereof,  were  transnytted  for  approval  to  his  Excellency  the 
emor,  viz : 

n  Act  io  create  a  Fifth  Judicial  Circuit  in  this  State,  and  to  coa- 
the  powers   and  devolve  the  duties  >of  Justices  x>f  the  Supreme 
irt  upon  the  Circuit  Judges ; 
n  Act  tto  prevent  any  deduction  on  Cotton  Baies ; 
n  Act  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Suwao- 
River ; 

n  Act  for  die  reKef  of  Doctor  William  S.  Wilson,  and  others ; 
n  Act  to  authorize  Sanuiel  B.  Thompson  to  establish  a  Toll  Bridge 
erry  across  the  South  Prong  of  Black  Creek,  at  Middlebujrg ; 
Q  Act  to  amend  the  Militia  Laws  of  this  State  j 
a  Act  to  amend  the  general  act  for  the  incorporation  of  Townsj, 
lemies  and  Religious  Societies,  approved  January  6,  1847 ; 
1  Act  to  incorporate  the  TaUahassee  and  Quincy  Plank   Road 
pany; 

1  Act  to  authorize  Samuel  D.  HowBe  to  assume  the  managemenjt 
s  own  estate ; 

1  Act  granting  Jauds  to  the  Palatka  an<i  Micanopy  Plank  Road 
pany; 

1  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Jack- 
He  and  Alligator  Plank  Road  Company ; 
I  Act  for  the  relief  of  M.  Whit  Smith ;  avd 
I  Act  amendatory  of  an  Act  amendatory  of  the  several  Acts  nov 
'ce  in  this  State  in  relation  to  trading  with  negroes, 
i  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M . 


8  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

e  Senate  met — a  quorum  present. 

e  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Gov.- 

ExEcuTivE  Chamber, 
Tallahassee^  January  13,  1855. 
H.  V.  Snell, 

President  of  the  Senctfe  : 
I :— I  respectfully  submit  the  following  nominations  for  4he  ap- 
l  of  the  Senate : 

ard  of  Education  for  the  East  Florida  State  Seminary — L.  C. 
js,  John  E.  Williams,  John  M.  Taylor. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME^ 
42  H 
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Which  was  read  and  the  nominatioDS  therein  contained  wc 
▼ised  and  consented  to. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re 
tatives: 

House  of  Repeeseivtattvi 
January  13,  1855. 
Hon,  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — The  House  has  concurred  in  Senate  amendments  t< 
to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  expenses   of  Florida 
settlement  of  boundary  with  the  State  of  Georgia. 
Very  respectfully, 

HUGH  A.  CORLE 
Clerk  House  Representai 

Which  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  a  Committee  consistitig  of  Messi 
cy,  Duncan  and  Bird  were  appointed  to  wait  upon  his  Exc 
the  Governor,  and  ask  if  he  had  any  further  communication  t< 

The  Committee  returned,  and  reported  that  they  had  wai 
his  Excellency,  who  informed  them  that  he  had  no  further  coi 
cation  to  make  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  moved  tl 
vote  on  Resolution  in  relation  to  giving  up  the  Senate  Chan 
aafe  keeping  to  John  G.  Smith  be  reconsidered ; 

Which  motion  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  tabi 

A  Committee  from  the  House  infonned  the  Senate  they  w< 
prepared  to  adjourn  at  half  past  3  o'clock. 

Mr.  Long  presented  the  follow  ing  Protest,  which  was  ord 
be  spread  on  the  Journals: 

PROTEST 

Of  a  Minority  against  the  Amendments  to  the  Act  to  establish  i 
Judicial  Circuit  in  this  Stale,  so  far  as  said  Amendments 
signed  to  remove  from  Office  the  present  Judges  of  the  S 
Court,  and  to  appoint  the  Circuit  Judges  to  discharge  the  d\ 
the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Stale, 

The  undersigned,  members  of  tlie  present  General  Assembly, 
voted  against  the  amendments  to  the  Act  to  establish  a  Fifth  J 
Circuit  in  this  State,  so^far  as  said  amendments  are  designed 
move  from  office  the  present  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
appoint  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  to  discharge  the  du 
the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Str.le,  being  about  to  separate,  f 
never  to  meet  on  this  theatre  again,  cannot,  consistently  with  a  s 
duty  to  ourselves,  our  constituents  and  the  Constitution  of  oui 
txyy  close  our  official  duties  without  uniting  our  humble  voic 
spectfully  but  firmly,  in  solemn  protest  against  this  Act,  ae  un 
UitioDal,  unjust  and  alarming. 
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Hie  ConBtttution  provides  **  diat  on  the  first  Monday  in  October, 
lie  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  and  on  the 
t  Monday  in  October  every  six  years  thereafter,  ^ere  shail  be 
;ted,  by  the  quahtied  electors  of  each  of  the  Judicial  Circuits  of 

State,  one  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court,  who  shall  reside  in  the 
cait  for  which  he  may  be  elected,  and  continue  in  oliice  for  the 
n  of  six  years  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next  suc- 
ding  his  election,  unless  sooner  removed,  under  the  provifeions  of 

Constitution  for  the  removal  of  Judges,  by  address  or  impeach- 
It ;  and  for  wilful  neglect  of  duty,  or  other  reasonable  cause 
ch  shall  not  be  sufficient  ground  for  impeachment,  tlie  Governor 
[I  remove  any  of  them,  on  the  address  of  two- thirds  of  the  Gen- 
1  Assembly :  Pravidedy  howevery  That  the  cause  or  causes  shall 
stated  at  length  in  such  address,  and  entered  on  the  journals  of 
b  House :  And  provided  further,  That  the  cause  or  causes  shall 
notified  to  the  Judge  so  intended  to  be  removed,  and  he  shall  be 
litted  to  a  hearing  in  his  own  defence  before  any  vote  for 
1  removal  shall  pass,"  &c. ;  and  that  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
irt  **  shall  be  elected  in  the  same  manner,"  dec,  "  and  shaU  hold 
r  offices  for  the  same  term,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of 
[  first  Section :  Provided,  however,  Tbat  the  Judges  of  the  Sa- 
ne Court  shall  be  elected  by  general  ticket,"  &c. 
lie  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  were  elected  by  the  people  of 
State  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  first  of  January,  1854, 
ch  term  will  not  expire  until  the  first  day  of  January,  1860.  We 
[are  it  as  our  solemn  conviction  that  each  one  of  the  above  quoted 
dsions  of  the  Constitution  has  been  totally  (though  not  wilfully, 
ire  ready  to  believe,)  disregarded  in  the  instance  against  which  we 
;est  The  Judges  have  not  only  been  condemned  unheard,  but 
it  b  infinitely  worse  and  more  unjust,  they  have  not  been  openly 
rged  with  any  misbehaviour  in  office,  or  with  any  personal  delin 
Bcy  whatever.  If  there  are  any  complaints  or  charges  against 
Judges,  either  grave  or  tiivial,  those  who  seek  to  punish  them  by 
oval  from  office,  have  failed  to  give  the  same  utterance  ;  they  are 
t  fH^foundly  secret,  so  far  as  the  records  of  this  General  Assem- 
show.  This  seems  to  the  undersigned  to  partake  of  the  charac- 
of  despotic  cruelty. 

»ut  when  the  form  in  which  the  removal  sought  to  be  efiTected  is 
side  red,  it  wiU  appear  that  there  has  not  been  even  the  least  at- 
pt  to  regard  these  provisions  of  the  Constitution  ;  not  even  a  de« 
t  respect  for  appearances  has  been  observed.  Tliere  have  been 
articles  of  impeachment  preferred  by  the  House  of  Representa* 
s,  and  tried  before  the  Senate,  nor  any  form  of  address  to  the 
irernor,  demanding  the  removal  of  the  Judges  by  that  functiona- 
The  process  adopted  is  a  simple  act  of  ordinary  legislation,  notwith- 
iding  the  express  languageof  the  Constitution,  that  the  Judges  **  shall 
f  their  offices'*  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  January,  1854.     If 
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iliis  act  18  carried  info  execution,  the  Judges  will  iioid  their  (»fl 
only  a  few  days  over  one  yt^iir,  by  an  unauthorized  flat  or  de< 
which  seeks  to  repeal  or  nullify  the  express  meaning  of  the  Cong 
tion.  We  do  consider  this  revolution  in  its  liiost  alarming  fcirm. 
is  an  attempt  of  one  department  of  the  Government  to  crush  and 
stroy  the  separate  and  independent  character  of  another  co-ordi 
department  The  Constitution,  (Article  2,  Clause  1,)  declares 
^*  the  powers  of  the  Govern  ment  of  the  State  of  Floriila,  shall  b* 
vided  into  three  distinct  depai-tnients,  and  each  of  them  confided 
separate  body  of  magistracy,  viz :  Tht)se  which  are  Legisktiv 
one  ;  those  which  are  Executive  to  anotlier;  and  those  which 
Judicial  to  another."  Article  4,  Clause  l,8<iys;  "The  LegisL 
powerof  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  two  distinct  branches,  <S^c. ;" 
the  5th  Article,  Clause  1,  declares  that  **  the  Judichd  power  of 
State,  both  as  to  matters  of  law  and  equity,  shall  be  vested  in  a 
preme  Court,"  &c.  Each  department  of  the  (Jovernment  is  ere 
for  wise  ends,  and  must  exist  as  long  as  the  Constitution  endi 
'lliere  must  be  a  Judicial  as  well  as  a  Legislative  and  Execuliv( 
partment.  The  ultimate  powers  of  that  de[)artnient  must  be  v< 
in  one  Supreme  Court*  There  nuist  be  an  Executive  departn 
the  supreme  powers  of  that  depaitmetit  nuist  be  vested  in  a  ( 
Magistrate.  'Ilie  Governor  can  oidy  be  removed  from  his  otfic 
two-thirds.  On  impeachment.  U'he  office  cannot  be  abolishes 
cannot  be  removed  from  tlie  Governor  by  any  act  of  tiie  Legisla 
The  Judges  can  only  be  removed  from  their  offices  by  tlie  n] 
mentioned  in  the  Constitution.  The  Supreme  Court  carmot  be  ; 
ished,  any  more  tlian  the  Chief  Magistiacy  of  tlie  State,  and 
Judges,  unless  removed  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  are  en 
to  hold  tlieir  offices  during  the  whole  term  for  which  they  were  ( 
ed  by  the  people,  and  conunissioned  by  the  Executive.  If  the  L 
lature  can  abolish  or  discontinue  it  for  one  moment,  tlie  re  is  noi 
to  prevent  its  abolition  forever.  If  the  Legislature  may  turn  oi 
qffice  the  Supreme  Judges,  so  may  they  turn  out  the  Chief  M 
trate ;  for  those  departments  are  lUike  created  by  Uie  Constitutioi 
filled  by  tlie  sovereign  people.  Tliis  is  tlie  doctrine  of  the  Con 
tion— rit  is  the  doctrine  of  genuine  Republicanism — it  was  die 
trine  of  the  Republicans  in  1802,  with  Mr.  Jetferson  at  their  I 
The  Republican  party  in  Congress,  in  1802,  acknowledged  tha 
Supreme  Court  could  not  be  aboHshed,  nor  the  Judges  removed 
office,  by  an  act  of  ordinary  legislation,  because  tlie  Court  wai 
tablished  by  tlie  Constitution,  and  the  J  udges  held  their  offices 
tenure  pointed  out  in  that  instrument.  It  was  regarded  as  heii 
much  beyond  the  power  of  Congress  as  the  existence  of  Conj 
was  beyond  the  power  of  that  Court.  The  same  is  even  more 
viously  true  in  this  State,  \^'here  the  Supreme  Judges  are  eleetei 
the  people  themselves,  just  as  are  the  members  of  the  Lcgi.slatur 
cept  that  the  latter  are  elected  by  the  people  of  the  Counties  or 
frjcts,  and  the  Judges  are  eUcted  by  the  people  of  the  whole  ^ 
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general  tickcl,'"  in  the  language  of  the  Constitution.  But  tliisp 
islature,  as  if  above  the  Constitution,  have  arrogated  the  right  to 
>ve  the  Judges  from  office,  witli  as  little  ceremony  as  if  tlie- 
rt  was  its  creature  and  subject  to  its  will  and  pleasure, 
^e  consider  this  not  only  an  unconstitutional  and  high  handed 
jure,  but  one  which,  if  approved,  will  prostrate  the  whole  fabric 
vil  hberty.  We  consider  this  act  as  an  unintentional  attempt  by 
najoidty  of  the  Legislature  to  consolidate  their  poM'er,  and  perpet- 
their  supremacy  over  the  rights  of  the  minoiity  and  the  ('onstitu- 
by  destroying  the  independence  and  punt}^  and  impartiality  of  the 
;iary  ;  and  if  it  be  countenanced  by  the  people,  we  believe  that  our 
Is  will  ultimatelj'  become  subservient  to  tlie  strong  party,  or  par- 
power  ;  tliat  we  shall  be  governed  by  factions ;  that  **  liberty 
equality"  will  become  empty  sounds;  that  the  ambitious  and 
!rful  will  hold  In  their  hands  the  destinies  of  our  State  ;  that  the 
rity  will  indeed  have  no  rights ;  that  the  freedom  of  speech  and 
nscience,  and  the  rights  of  life,  liberty  and  property  will  depend 
the  caprices  of  a  fluctuating  majority  of  the  Legislature;  that 
[Courts  wiW  be  sen-lie  and  dependent,  like  those  of  revolutionary 
ee  under  Robespiere,  and  like  those  of  England  under  the  Tu- 
and  Stuarts ;  and  that  the  Legislatur'e  of  Florida  will  become 
ically  as  omnipotent  as  the  British  Parliament 
lese  are  not  the  suggestions  of  heated  Imaginations,  but  we  fear 
may  become  sober  and  solemn  realities.     If  tliis  great  outrage 

tlie  Constitution,  upon  tlie  Court,  and  upon  tl)e  rights  of  the 
le,  shall  be  sanctioned,  where  is  our  security  ?  The  approbation 
i  people  of  such  an  act,  would  indicate  a  destitution  of  that  rev- 
le  for  the  organic  laws  of  tlie  land — the  primary  expression  of 
rill  of  the  sovereign  people — which  is  the  soul  of  every  Constitu- 
and  without  which  no  people  ever  were  or  ever  will  be  free, 
greatest  characteristic  of  republican  liberty  is  found  in  a  written 
titution,  dividing  the  powers  of  g'ovemment  into  separate  and 
ict  departments,  the  functionaries  of  each  of  which  being  alone 
insible  to  the  Constitution  and  to  the  people.  These  separate  de- 
[lents  of  the  people's  government  are  wisely  designed  to  operate 
[lolesome  and  salutary  restraints  upon  each  other.  For  instance, 
eto  of  the  Executive  department  is  designed  as  a  necessary  check 
hasty  or  inconsidel-ate  legislation.  The  Legislative  power  of 
achment  and  removal  by  address  of  two-thirds  of  its  members, 
vise  and  salutary  check  upon  the  Executive  and  Judicial  depart- 
s,  to  restrain  or  punish  all  manner  of  corruption,  usurpation  of 
jr,  or  even  mere  worthless  rt  ess  and  inefliciency  ;  and  the  ultimate 
nost  important  power,  of  finally  deciiihig  upon  the  constitution- 
Of  legislative  enactments,  possessed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  is 
wisely  designed  to  check  and  restrain  those  rash  and  inconsid- 
,  and  sometimes  harsh  and  tyrannical  legislative  acts,  which  have 

the  grave  of  good  government,  liberty  and  order,  in  all  ages 
nations  of  AWiich  hijitory  hasgi\enatiy  accouiit.     'Iliis  system 
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of  reciprocal  checks  and  baljttices  of  eonititutional  power,  trc 
ish  as  among  the  very  clearest  and  most  valuable  principles  c 
liberty  and  constitutional  republicanism.  Destroy  this  great  h 
of  liberty,  and  the  government  wiU  soon  as  it  wei-e  run  into  oi 
Bolidated  mass  of  unchecked,  unrestrained  despotic  power,  in 
the  weak  and  helpless  are  preyed  upon  by  the  strong  and  poT 
where  the  voice  of  truth  and  justice  is  silenced  forever.  And 
no  exaggeration,  for  it  is  obvious  tliat  if  the  Legislature  may  u» 
single  unwarranted  power,  no  matter  how  small  and  insign 
it  may  usurp  all,  and  exercise  absolute  power ;  for 

**  Whatever  link  you  strike. 
Tenth  or  ten  thousaodth,  breaks  the  chain  alike.'* 

The  tindersigned  also  protest  against  so  much  of  said  act  ai 
takes  to  command  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  elected  a 
have  been  for  a  particular  term,  by  the  people  of  their  res 
Circuits,  hereafter  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Supreme  Co 
sponsible  and  arduous  as  tliose  duties  are.  This  we  regarc 
most  undisguised  and  unblushing  attempt  to  wrest  from  the  h 
the  people  what  they  have  chosen  not  to  delegate  to  the  Leg 
or  to  any  other  department  of  the  government — the  power  of  a 
ing  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  If  for  the  sake  of  ar, 
it  was  conceded,  as  it  cannot  be,  that  the  Legislature  might 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  without  observing  any  of  tl 
ditions  or  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  we  ask,  because  i 
right  of  the  people  to  know,  by  what  pretext  or  color  of  rig 
Legislature  arrogate  to  themselves  the  power  of  appointing  Ju 
the  Supreme  Court,  when  the  Constitution  plainly  declares  tl 
Judses  of  this  tribunal  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  vofen 
whole  State,  "  by  general  ticket  ?"  If  this  may  be  done,  we  a 
may  not  the  Legislature  also  assume  the  appointment  of  Chief 
trate  of  the  State,  who  is  also  by  the  Constitution  elected  by  ti 
ified  voters  of  the  whole  State,  by  general  ticket  I  Or  why  r 
the  present  Legislature  just  save  the  people  the  trouble  of  elec 
members  of  the  next  General  Assembly,  and  appoint  their  om 
cessors ;  and  indeed  if  any  of  the  members  whose  term  of  o 
yet  unexpired,  shall  happen  to  be  unpopular  with  the  present 
ty,  why  may  they  not  then  be  removed  from  office  widiout  ch 
notice,  and  others  appointed  to  fill  their  pi  aces,  whose  princip 
be  more  suited  to  the  tastes  or  views  of  the  majority  ?  We 
it  as  our  opinion  that  the  cases  are  paralled  in  every  particular, 
that  the  Supreme  Court  is  the  highest  and  far  the  most  imporl 
partment  of  the  government 

If  it  be  said  by  way  of  excuse  or  pretext  for  this  glaring 
tion  of  power,  that  the  Circuit  Judges  did  discharge  the  duties 
ereise  the  powers  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  five  years  after 
election,  and  thereafter  until  the  Legislature  otherwise  provide 
b  more  than  one  conclusiye  answer  to  the  suggestion.    The 
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r  is,  that  the  Circuit  Judges  exercised  the  powers  and  diseharged 
duties  of  the  Supreme  Court,  for  the  time  limited  in  the  Constitu- 
,  under  the    express  command   and  by  the  express  authority  of 

instrument^  and  not  at  the  command  or  by  the  authonty  of  the 
islature.  And  those  functionaiies  would  doubtless  do  so  again,  if 
rnanded  and  authorized  by  the  Constitution  which  they  are  sworn 
efend  and  support  But  it  does  not  follow  that  they  are  under 
obligations  or  have  any  authority  to  do  so,  because  required  by. 
Legislature,  who  have  avowedly  no  more  power  to  appoint  or 
t  Judges,  than  they  have  to  appoint  or  elect  a  Governor  or  mem- 
of  the  General  Assembly,  the  people  having  wisely  chosen  to  re- 
this  power  in  their  own  hands. 

be  Constitution,  (art.  3,  clause  3,)  declares  that  "  for  the  term  of 
^ears  from  the  election  of  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  and 
(after  ttntii  £not  wJieneverj  the  General  Assembly  shall  otherwise 
kie,  the  powers  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  vested  in,  and  its 
!S  performed  by  the  Judges  of  the  several  Circuit  Courts  within 
State,"  &c.  From  this  it  is  plain  that  the  Legislature  had  no 
)  in  making  the  Circuit  Judges  act  as  a  Supreme  Court  for  the 
ed  time  mentioned,  but  all  the  capacity  which  the  Legislature 
in  the  premises  was  that,  after  the  expiration  of  hve  years  from 
irst  election  of  the  Circuit  Judges,  to  otherwise  provide  by  elect- 
fudges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  anotlier  clause  of  the  Con- 
ion  expressly  authorised  them  to  do,  and  the  Judges  so   elected 

to  hold  their  offices  for  life,  or  during  good  behavior,  until  by 
nendment  of  the  Constitution,  the  election  of  Supreme  Judges 
^ven  directly  to  the  people.  Therefore  all  the  agency  which  the 
dature  had  in  the  matter  was  to  determine  wJien  the  Circuit 
es  should  cease  forever  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Supreme 
-t  This  simple  act  the  Legislature  in  1851  did  perform  by 
lection  of  three  separate  Supreme  Court  Judges.  The  Circuit 
t  Judges  were  then,  by  the  letter  and  plain  sense  of  the  Consti- 
%  exempted  from  the  further  discharg€  of  the  duties  of  the  Su- 
le  Court ;  and  there  is  not  one  word  of  authority  in  the  Consti- 
D  for  the  LegisUture  agaia  imposing  that  duty  upon  them.  On 
^ntrary,  since  that  time  the  people  have  taken  away  from  the 
slatare  the  power  of  electing  as  well  the  Circuit  as  the  Supreme 
rt  Judges.  But  if  this  feeble  pretext  of  an  argument  for  the 
Br  of  appointing  the  Circuit  Court  Judges  to  the  Supnsme  Bench 
ed  further  exposure,  it  might  be  found  in  the  simple  eonstdera- 

that  it  proves  a  great  deal  too  much  to  be  true,  for  all  truths 
;  be  consistent  with  each  other.  If,  for  instance,  it  were  true  that 
Legislature  may  now  rightfully  conunand  and  requir.^  the  C^cuit 
rt  Judges  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Supreme  Court,  because 
say  the  Legislature  once  required  that  duty  at  their  hands  for  a 
ed  period,  would  it  not  be  equally  true  that  the  same  Legislatare 
Lt  require,  on  the  same  ground,  that  the  three  separate  SnDreme 
rt  Judges  whom  they  once  required  to  fill  the  Supreme  Court, 
[  for  tluit  reoson  come  forward  now  and  fill  the  same  offices,  in 
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jpreference  te  •those  elected  by  the  people  iti  pnrsiiance  of  the 
•ed  Constitution?  But  in  poiut  of  fact  the  Legislature  never 
power  the  Circuit  Court  Judg-es  to  act  as  Supreme  Judges, 
ihoritj  haWng  been  expi-essly  given  bv  the  Constitution,  ani 
the  Legislature,  who  only  had  the  power  to  terminate  the  auti 
io  act,  by  **  olkerwise  providing"  for  the  election  of  separate  1 
CJourt  Judges,^nd  having  thus^otlierwise  provided,"  it  is  ni 
power  of  the  Legislature,  without  a  cliaiigeof  the  Constitutio 
impose  upon  ike  Circuit  Court  Judges  the  powers  and  dutiei 
Supreme  Court 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  protest  agairjst  die  Act  in  qua 
both  the  grounds  hereinbefore  set  fortii,  nanM»ly:  Against  the 
the  General  Assembly  to  remove  Judf^es  iriihaut  avowed  coi 
without  impeachment  or  address ^  as  required  by  the  Constitut, 
against  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  appoint  any  persoru 
the  offices  of  Supreme  Judges  of  thvi  Sta'r.  We  believe  th< 
question  to  amount  to  a  gross  usuipation  of  power,  which  ^ 
places  the  ConstStution  under  tlie  feet  of  a  tjiumphant  majoril 
if  not  checked  hy  ;the  people,  may  hereafter  exercise  all  pow 
gislative,  £xeo«i9.ve  and  Judicial,  which  Mr.  Jefferson,  an 
p.itriots  of  the  xevolution,  have  justiy  denounced  as  the  mos 
rable  despotistx^  Against  this  sort  of  tyranny  the  fuUiei-s  of 
pablic  protested  in  the  Declaration  of  I  ndependenee ;  against 
of  tyranny  they  struggled,  bled,  andgioriously  triumphed  ;  and 
it  those  of  their  sons  who  cherish  tlunr  principles  will  ever 
and  struggle,  in  whatever  fonn  tlie  coirfest  may  present  its* 
we  do  decdare  io  the  I^egislature,  and  to  the  people,  that 
memornbte  Act  shall  be  permitted  to  be  carried  into  oijeration 
is  in  danger — morality  is  in  danger — traiujuilHty  is  in  danger — 
is  in  danger — lenTr^'thing  dear  and  snered  is  in  danger.  ^ 
have  no  living  Cbnstitution,  and  against  bad  times  and  h 
there  wiH  be  no  security.  This  example  may  eonsecrate  ei 
croachment  thai  power  can  make  on  the  rights  of  the  poor 
humbl^-^the  persecuted  and  the  viituous. 

The  only  prwilege  now  left  the  niiiiority  is  to  /complain 
monstrate,  i>y  appealing  to  the  peoj)le,  and  us  their  faithful  s 
on  the  watch-towers  of  liberty,  to  give  the  alarm  of  this  invii 
tlie  Constitution  and  Hberty  of  our  beloved  country. 

Appealing,  therefore,  to  our  own  consciences,  and  to  that 
dence  tlu^ugh  whose  merciful  dispensations  our  beloved  cour 
passed  through  many  trials  and  perils,  for  the  rectitude  of  o 
duct  and  the  purity  of  our  motives,  we  do  now, for  ourselves 
constituents,  and  our  posterity,  in  the  name  of  constitutional 
and  eternal  justice,  enter  ou  the  journals  this  our  solemn  prol 
Senators.  Representatives. 

M.  A.  LONG,  ,  JO.^HUA  TAYLC 

WILLLVM  L.  CRIGLAR,  JAMES  P.  PENN 
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AMES  HLOR,  WM.  F.  RUSSELL. 

AN'L.  BIRD,  J.  B.  GALBRAITH. 

^M.  E.  KILCREASE, 

[r.  Tracy  offered  the  following  resolutions : 

esdved.  That  our  thanks  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  tha 

.  H.  V.  Snell,  President  of  the  Senate^  for  the  able,  courteous  and 

irtial  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  onerous  and  re- 

sible  duties  of  liis  station  during  th^  present  Session  of  the  Gen- 

Assemyy. 

esolvcd^  further.  That  the  Secretary,  and  pther  o^ers  of  the 

Lte,  are  hereby  Rendered  our  thanjts  ipr  thejr  attenlJQnj}  during  the 

?nt  Sessjon. 

'hich  were  read  and  adopted. 

be  President,  in  an  eloquent  address,  thanked  the  Senate  for  the 

dence  reposed  in  him. 

T  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  a  Committee   consisting   of  Messn, 

kins,  Tracy  and  Havves,  were  appointed  to  inform  the  House  of 

esentatives  that  the  Senate  was  ready  to  adjourn. 

le  Committee  retunied  and  reported   that  they  had  found  tiiat 

louse  of  Representatives  had  already  adjourned. 

I  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  the  4th  Monday  in  Noven^- 

ext. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS 

xtomjattgiuii  tlje  (golitntor's  gtesaije. 


M^^ii 


REPORT  OF  THE  REGISTER 

public  Lands  aad  Superintendent  of  Common  Scliools^ 


STATE  REGlIStER'S  OFFICE,  < 
November  1st,  1854k 

lis  Exce\\Bn6y,  James  E.  Broome^ 

Governor  of  Florida  i 
R : — As  Register  of  Public  Lands  and  Superintendlpht  of  Coni* 
Schools  and  Seminaries  for  the  State,  I  have  the  honor  to  &ub'> 
;o  jour  Excellenciy  tbe  following  as  my  Biennial  Report  i 

SENINARir  FrND. 

•ora  the  31st  October,  1852,  to  1st  November,  1854,  \  have  sold 
inds  belonging  to  this  fund,  ?569  81-100  acres  at  an  averagfe 
J  of  $1  41-100  per  acre,  producing  the  sum  of  #10,687  18-100, 
ish  and  bonds,  of  wrhich  $10^205  68-100  were  received  into  this 
B>  and  $481  50-100  into  the  Treasurer's  Office.  Add  this  nuitt- 
)f  acres  tc  the  21,213  58  100  acres  stated  as  having  been  sold 
le  date  of  my  last  report,  and  it  appears  that  the  whole  number 
cres  sold  belonging  to  this  fund  since  the  first  establishment  of 
office,  is  28,783  39-100,  which,  according  to  the  previous  re- 
i  of  my  predecessor  and  myself,  have  been  sold  at  an  average 
•  of  $2  15-iOO  per  acre>  producing  the  sum  of  $61,863  80-100 
ksh  and  bonds.  The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  and  dis- 
ement«  on  account  of  this  fund  from  October  ^Ist,  1852,  to  Nb- 
>erl8t,  1854: 

RECEIVED  IN  CASH. 

Sales  of  Laod,  being  cash  payments |3,818  42 

Bonds  given  since  Ist  January  1858 1,731  55 

Bonds  given  prior  to  "      "  **    1,92162 

—^ 17,471  4tf 


Digitized  by 


Google 


n 


DISBURSED. 

For  Appraieibg i$        5  00 

"     Printing 32  60 

"     I  binding  books  for  office 18  56 

"     hj^ationery 11  67 

"     ^  Registers  salary 916  62 

"     turned  over  to  the  Treai?urer 6,143  22 

Balance  to  credit  of  account 844  02 

17 

RECEIVED  IN  BONDS. 
From  sale  of  land?,  sold  since  Jannary  1,  1868,  to  Novem- 
ber 1,  1854 ^6,810  28 

Deduct  amount  paid  on  suid  boud^  as  above  EtatedL. .  1,781  66 

Balance  of  said  bonds  in  hand 6,078  88 

Add  amount  of  bonds  given  prior  to  January  1,  1868,  still 

unpaid 668  67 

Whole  amount  of  unpaid  bonds  belonging  to  thic  fund, 

in  this  office $6, 

The  statement  marked  [A,]  appended  to  this  Report,  shov 
items  for  which  the  above  amount  was  disbursed. 

The  whole  of  this  Fund  consisted,  originally,  of  the  four 
ships,  or  92,160  acres  of  Land  granted  by  the  United  States 
State  of  Florida,  for  the  establishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Lea 
one  East  and  the  other  West  of  the  Suwannee  River.  The 
now  consists  of  the  proceeds  of  the  28,783  39-100  acres  tha 
been  sold  as  before  stated,  and  the  remaining  63,376  61-100 
that  remain  to  be  sold.  These  have  all  been  judiciously  looat 
the  State  and  approved  by  the  proper  Department  of  the  G( 
Government.  The  unsold  Lands  belonging  to  this  Fund  are  j 
ally  of  good  quality,  and  if  not  forced  too  rapidly  upon  the  m 
ought  to  command  an  average  price  of  at  least  92  00  per  acn 
of  the  expenses  incident  to  their  sale.  In  this  event  this  Fan< 
bo  worth  in  cash,  when  all  its  Lands  shall  have  been  dispose 
al)out  $200,000 — a  sum  which  will  go  far,  if  judiciously  expe 
towards  building  up  two  Institutions  of  Learning,  which,  I  trus 
prove  the  pride,  as  well  as  the  ornaments  and  blessings  of  our 

No  site  has  yet  been  selected  for  the  location  of  the  Sen 
West  of  tlie  Suwannee  River.  I  am  informed  that  the  Commi 
ers  appointed  by  your  Excellency,  under  an  act  of  the  last  Gi 
Afisombly,  will  sliortly  convene  for  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

By  an  act  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  the  Seminary  to  be 
ted  East  of  the  Suwannee  River,  was  fixed  at  the  town  of  Oci 
the  County  of  Marion. 

During  the  month  of  May  last,  I  made  an  official  visit  to  tiu 
Btitution,  and  I  am  much  gratified  in  being  able  to  say  that,  tl 
in  its  infancy,  I  found  it  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  giving  j 
ise  of  great  luture  usefulness.     I  found  about  sixty  students  in 
tlance,  and  the  Trustees,  as  well  as  the  learned  Faculty,   Male 
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Male,  were  united  in  an  ardent  desire  to  promote  tlieir  education, 
i  the  general  welfare  of  the  Institution,  by  all  the  means  at  their 
nniaiid.  My  visit  strongly  impressed  me  with  tlie  hope,  that  the 
e  is  not  far  distant  when  the  children  of  our  State  will  be  no 
ger  under  the  necessity  of  going  abroad  in  search  of  educational 
vantages,  but  that  the  period  is  near  at  hand  when  they  will  have 
bome,  within  our  own  borders,  as  ample  opportunities  for  intellec- 
1  and  moral  culture  as  can  be  found  elsewhere. 
Appended  to  this  Report,  marked  [B,]  your  Excellency  will  find 
Report  recently  made  to  me  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
ala  Seminary,  in  which  will  be  found  the  opinions  and  views  of 
t  Board,  as  to  the  best  means  of  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  In- 
ution.  These  views  I  commend  to  the  consideration  of  your  Ex- 
lency  and  the  General  Assembly. 

SCHOOL  FrWD. 

Prom  the  31st  October,  1852,  to  the  1st  November,  1854,  I  have 
d  of  Lands  belonging  to  this  Fund,  11,344  17-100  acres,  at  ^n 
5rage  price  of  $1  (K)- 100  per  acre,  producing  in  cash  and  bonds 
3,n2  57-100,  of  which  $1,631  30-100  were  received  in  the 
Basurer's  office,  and  $16,481  27-100  in  this  office.  Add  tliis 
nber  of  acres  to  the  4,199  22-100  stated  in  ray  last  Report  as 
ring  been  sold  by  me,  and  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of 
•es  sold,  belonging  to  tliis  Fund,  since  I  took  charge  of  this  office 
the  23d  November,  1850,  is  15,543  39-100  at  an  average  price 
Bl  64 J  per  acre,  producing  the  sum  of  $25,534  64- 100.  The  fol- 
ring  table  shows  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  this  office  on 
5o^t  of  said  Fund  from  31st  October,  1852,  to  the  1st  November, 

>4: 

RECEIVED  IN  CASH, 
m  Balen  of  land,  being  cash  payments $  5  248  84 

United  States  Five  per  cent  Fund 2,931  11 

'    Premium  on  Drafts  for  above  per  cent 80  65 

Bonds  given  since  January  1,  1863 ,.???.  15 

■    Bond^lveopnorto    ".     «    "     K8«^     ^^^  ^^^  ,^ 

DISBURSED. 

•Stationery ••••' *       ,„  .J 

i  cost  bindbg  books  for  office is  ^o 

Printing  and  Advertising. i^-  ;^f 

Locating,  Appraismg  and  Diagrams 95^)^ 

Rescinded  sales ^^  ^^ 

Auctioneermg ,^  ^^ 

iRegister^sSalary     o,  909  ?I 

Turned  over  to  the  Treasurer •  •  •  •   21,y-tf  75 

lance  to  Dr.  account -cxcss  of  disbnracmonts  above  i  l^n  oa 

receipts  for  this  fun.l .__ 
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RECEIVED  IN  BOXDS. 

trom  salfts  of  land  between  said  dates ^1 1,1 

Deduct  payments  as  aforesaid  on  the  said  bonds 

given  as  aforesaid $623  43 

Amount  of  bonds  returned  on  account  of  rescinded 

sale 993  09  1,( 

balance  of  bonds  in  this  office  belons^ing  to  this  fund.  »  |9,( 

Add  amount  of  bonds  given  prior   to  January  1,  1853, 

still  unpaid  and  remaining  in  this  office 6,! 

Whole  amount  of  bonds  in  this  office  still  unpaid, 

belonging  to  this  fUnd $15,1 

Appended  to  this  Report  find  statement  marked  [C,]  showii 
items  on  nccount  of  which  the  above  amount  was  disbursed. 

In  the  month  of  May,  last,  having  had  them  previously  app 
and  advertised  as  the  law  directs,  I  offered  at  public  sale  all  th 
Sections  lying  in  the  Counties  of  Nassau,  St.  Johns.  Duval,  an 
nam,  and  all  lying  north  of  the  township  line  No.  21,  in  the  C 
of  Orange.  Many  of  these  lands  are  chiefly  valuable  only  foi 
timber,  and  it  may  be  long  before  all  of  them  will  command  th< 
imum  of  §1  25-100  at  which  they  were  offered.  In  the  mo 
March  last,  I  offered  the  16th  Sections  in  Escambia  County, 
sales  there  were  dull,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  contemplated  Ra 
improvements  in  that  section  will  so  increase  the  value  of  these 
as  to  make  thom  command  the  minimum. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  Report  I  have  caused  to  be  locatei 
teported  to  the  proper  department  at  Washington  for  approva 
879  87-100  acres,  to  supply  deficiencies  in  16th  Sections. 

Congress  has  not  yet,  that  I  am  aware,  authorized  the  St 
make  selections  to  supply  the  deliciencies  caused  by  a  very 
nurabdr  of  16th  Sections  being  covered  by  old<:rants.  It  was 
less  originally  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  appropriate 
16th  Section  to  School  purposes.  When  this  intention  is  de 
by  the  intervention  of  old  Spanish  or  other  grants,  I  presume 
Congress,  upon  a  proper  application  from  our  Representative  an 
ators>  would  allow  us  to  supply  such  deficiencies  by  location 
\vhere.  Perhaps  a  Resolution  on  this  subject  by  the  General  } 
bly  would  expedite  the  accomplishment  of  this  desirable  objec 

COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  children  ii 
County  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  and  the  a 
of  money  I  have  apportioned  to  each  county,  accruing  from  1 
lerest  of  the  School  Fund : 
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ajyporlionment  of  Interest  accruing  on  the  School  Fund  J'rom 
dy  1,  1853,  to  July  1,  1854,  among  the  several  Counties  in  the 
fate  of  Florida. 


G0nNTlE3. 


Escambia,... . 
Santa  Rosa^ . 

WaltoD, 

WasbiogtoD,.. 

JacksoD, . 

HolmeB, ...» 
Calhoun, .... 

Franklin, 

Gadsden, .... 

Leon, 

VYakulla...... 

JefFersoD,. . . . 

Madison, . . . . 

Hamilton, . . . 
Colambia,.... . 

Nassau,'.. . . . 

DuvaL. . . . . . 

Alachua, 

^[arion, 

Sumpter, .... 
St.  Johns, . . . 
Putnam, .... 

Levy 

Orange,- .... 
Bernando,... . 
EiiUsborough, 
3t  Lucie,..., 

Dade,. 

Mooroe,.. . . . 


No.  Cbfldren,  16577 
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670 
686 
683 
478 
962 
414 
250 
485 
1802 
1042 
481 
944 
1166 
617 
600 
841 
951 
900 
646 
288 
600 
?33 
131 
114 
269 
691 
100 

488 
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REMARKS. 
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64 

30.35 

75 

87 
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132 

03 

80.86 

646 

91 

80.35 

816 

24 

30.35 

145 

98 

30.35 

286 

51 

30.35 

853 

88 

30.35 

156 

91 

30.85 

182 

11 

30.35 

103 

49 

30.35 

288  6211 

30.35 

273 

15 

30.85 

196 

06 

8086 

70 

71 

30.85 

151 

75 

30.35 

70 

72 

30.35 

89 

75 

80.85 

84 

69 

80.35 

81 

64 

80.85 

209 

71 

30.35 

80 

35 

30.35 

148 

10 

5081 

07 

*Np  Report  this  year.  ^ 


Total  School  Interest 


the  cases  of  Counties  that  made  "  no  report  this  year,"  the  numbei  of  Ohil? 
}  taken  from  their  report  made  to  this  omee  last  year. 

nng,  I  suppose,  to  the  small  anioant  allotted  to  any.  one  county, 
Bw  of  them  have  as  yet  put  pur  school  system  into  practical 
ition.  With  the  exception  of  the  Counties  of  Monroe  and  Frank- 
have  heard  of  none  that  have  contributed  anything  from  the 
ty  treasury  for  the  augmentation  of  the  School-money  received 
the  State.  I  very  much  regret  the  apathy  which  has  prevailed 
)  public  mind  on  this  aU  important  subject  I  cannot  sqggest 
ilteration  of  our  statute  which  would  render  it  more  practical 
tter  adapted  to  the  condition  of  our  people.  A  careful  perusal 
^hool  law,  (approved  January  1853,)  must  enable  any  board  of 
ty  Commissioners  to  understand  it,  and  if  they  have  the  noe^pg 
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and  thi3  will  they  can  easily  put  it  into  operation.  Hither 
Judges  of  Probate  and  county  Commissioners  have  not,  I  fear 
to  this  subject  the  consideration  it  deserves,  or  else  they  hai 
eluded  that  the  means  at  their  command  are  too  small  to  mafa 
a  beginning  with.  Few  persons  anywhere,  seem  to  have  gi^ 
subject  much  attention.  But  from  certain  indications  of  the 
paper  press,  that  great  luminary  of  a  free  country,  I  trust  that 
flood  of  light  is  about  to  be  shed  on  this  subject,  which  will  a 
the  people  to  a  sense  of  its  importance.  Certainly,  under  o 
government  nothing  whatever  can  be  of  more  vital  importanc 
the  general  education  of  the  people,  since  upon  their  inteliigen 
virtue  depends  the  very  existence  of  our  institutions. 

At  this  period  of  the  world,  particularly,  it  is  important  tl 
children  should  be  educated.  Intelligence^  like  wealth, 
comi)arative  thing.  A  man  who  would  have  passed  as  intellij 
the  dark  ages  might  be  considered  very  stupid  now,  and  wl 
ronsider  the  great  attention  that  is  being  paid  to  education 
time  throughout  Christendom,  we  must  feel  that  our  children 
conipelled  to  blush  for  our  neglect  of  them,  unless  we  affor 
bettor  means  of  instruction  than  we  have  hitherto  done.  Oi 
terity  cannot  reproach  us  with  any  more  crying  sin  than  that  < 
iiig  neglected  their  minds.  The  wealth  we  may  bequeath  oi 
drou  in  lands,  slaves,  or  money,  will  be  comparatively  but  a 
less  boon,  if  it  be  not  accompanied  by  the  far  richer  legaej 
t(  lloctual  treasures,  and  high  moral  cultivation.  In  a  free  c 
*•  iiiicwledge  is  Power,"  and  I  will  add,  where  the  child  hat 
/*.  ";a  .  Iij  educated,  knowledge  is  virtue  and  wealth  also. 

Kc marks  might  be  protracted  on  this  subject  to  an  almost 
itod  extent,  but  doubtless,  your  Excellency  and  the  General  I 
hly  being,  as  deeply  impressed  with  its  importance  as  myself,  wi 
it  your  most  serious  and  anxious  consideration. 

INTERNAL  IMPROYEIHENT  FUND. 

From  the  31st  October,  1852,  to  the  1st  November  1854,  1 
sold  of  lands  belonging  to  this  fund  74,908  89-100  acres,  at 
orage  price  of  $1  72 J  per  acre,  producing  in  cash  and 
•Si:S0,765  74-100,  of  which  «4,840  26-100  were  received 
Treasurer's  Office,  and  $125,925  48-100  in  this  office.  Ad 
number  of  acres  to  the  56,610,80  stated  as  having  been  si 
the  date  of  my  last  report,  and  it  appears  that  131,519  69-10( 
is  the  whole  number  belonging  to  this  fund  that  have  been  8ol< 
the  (irst  establishment  of  this  office,  producing  in  cash  and  boi 
sum  of  $228,121  52-100,  being  an  average  price  of  81  73 
acre. 

'J'ho  following  table  shows  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
count  of  this   fund  from  the   31st   October,    1852,  toNovem 
1854  : 
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RECEIVED  IN  CASBL 

lie  of  lands  being  cash  payments |42,614  94 

uDcls  given  since  January  1,  1853.. , 8,975  20 

ends  given  prior  to    "      "    "     


DISBURSED. 

ing  and  repairing  office  furniture. 

cUoneering 

ost  binding  books  for  office 

scinded  sales 

stage 

eating  Lands 1,046  21 

upraising  Lands , ,..        S47  50 

inting  and  Advertising.' 486  81 

itionery , . ., 68  83 

Registei^s  salary 916  76 

irned  over  to  Treasurer 45,614  98 

e  to  credit  account  unexpended  on  account  of  this 

fund 4.025  66 


1,282  98 

152,778  12 

10  00 

50  00 

18  56 

817  84 

28  07 

162,773  IZ 


RECEIVED  IN  BONDS. 

tales  of  land  since  January  1,  1854 83,410  54 

sduct  amount  paid  on  above  bonds  as  aforesaid. ..    8,975  20 

amount  of  unpaid  bond6  in  this  office  belonging  to 

thisfund .,.........-,..  $74,435  84 

»  statement  hereto  appended,  marked  [B,]  shows  the  items  on 
int  of  which  the  foregoing  amounts  were  disbursed, 
ring  the  spring  of  1853,  I  offered  ^11  the  Lands  belonging  to 
und  lying  in  th^  counties  of  Jackson,  Calhoun,  Holmes,  Wash- 
1  and  Walton.  The  unsold  Lands  remaining  in  these- counties 
enerally  not  so  good,  but  yet  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
if  not  all  of  them,  will  before  a  great  while,  command  tlie 
lum  of  $1  25-100,  at  which  they  were  offered.  I  think  it 
i  be  unwise  at  present  to  reduce  said  minimum  either  as  to 
Lands  or  those  belonging  to  the  Seminary  Fund.  The  loca- 
igents  for  the  State,  who  are  without  exception  men  of  char- 
and  intelligence,  of  course  selected  the  best  they  could  find, 
t  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  they  located  many  worth  less  than 
ainimum. 

f  great  aim  in  puttihg  prices  on  these  Lands,  has  been  to  strike 
ledium  between  such  high  prices  on  the  one  hand  as  will  deter 
ins  from  purchasing  who  want  the  Lands  for  actual  settlement 
cultivation,  and  such  low  prices  on  the  other  hand  as  will  induce 
►ns  to  buy  on  speculation  only. 

'  the  500,000  acres  of  Land  to  which  Florida  became  entitled 
r  the  act  of  Congress,  of  September  4th,  1841,  on  her  admis- 
into  the  Union,  312,839  acres  have  been  located  and  approved, 
remaining  187,161  acres  have  been  located  by  the  State,  but 
not  yet  been  approved  by  the  United  States,  though  applica- 
2Ap 
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tions  have  long  been  pending  before  the  proper  department  at  ^ 
ingtoD. 

As  I  have  before  stated,  there  have  been  sold  of  Lands  bek 
to  this  Fund^  131,519  69-100  acres  at  an  average  price  of  il 
producing  the  sum  of  $228,121  ^2-100.  If  the  remaining 
480  31  100  acres  shall  command  an  average  of  $2  00  per 
which  I  think  they  ought  to  do  free  of  expenses,  then  the  whoii 
value  of  this  Fund,  when  all  its  Lands  shall  have  been  sold,  \ 
$965,082  14-100. 

REOAPrrULATKMT. 

Amount  cash  reoeived  on  aoeoont  Semroary  fund. f  7,471  49 

**         « .      «       Bohool  fund 28,198  70 

**  ««        a         «<        «       Internal  Imprt)V.  fufad  62,77S  12 

Total  amount  caah  on  accoant  ail  the  fands ,,,  $83, 

DISBURSED. 

Gash  •zpdoded  on  account  Seminary  fund 7,127  47 

•*      "  **        "        School  fund 24,876  99 

«      "  «        «        Internal  Improv.  fund 48.747  5« 

$80 

Balance  between  disbursements  and  receipts. . . , |8, 

Balance  to  credit  of  cash  account  at  the  date  of  the  last 

report— See  Ledger. , , , $  981  07 

Balance  of  cash  on  band  oji  the  1st  November,  1854. . . .    2,261  22 

^    H 

SWAMP  LAWD  FVND. 

Tlie  Agents  for  locating  the  Swamp  Lands  have  as  jet  m 
Report  to'  this  office.  I  have  understood  from  them,  iinoJ9ici^ 
the  State  will  probahly  received  from  this  source,  about  8,0( 
of  acres.  I  presume  said  agents  will  report  this  winter  whi 
Legislature  is  in  session.  When  the  duty  of  selling  these  add 
8,000,000  of  acres  shall  also  be  confided  to  this  office,  it  will 
Bolotcly  essential  to  increase  its  opperative  force  by  Uie  alio 
of  a  Clerk,  as  its  duties  are  already  greater  than  can  be  eenvi 
ly  discharged  by  one  individual 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  moat 

Obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  WALKEB 
R6giBter< 
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rsemmtt,  on  aoamnl*  of  Seminari^  Fund  from  October  ^l^ 
1^2,  to  N<yc^mber^  ISS^. 


9.    1V>  eaosh  paid  |  Win.  Wn^dD  k  CoV  accoant. 

Stationery $       9  44 

!•    To  cash  paid  J  4th  qr.  Register's  Salary,  1852,  lOQ  00 

7.     "    **    pfiidover  to  Chas.H,  Austin,  Treas'r^  79149 

7.  "  *'  «  "  •*  "  "  "  "  1,363  17 
1.      •*    "        "    i  Ist  qr.  Register's  Salary,  186«,  lift  66. 

27.     ••    "        "    i  \Vm.  WiUon  tt  Go's  accouat 

for  Stationery, .., 2. 13. 

28k    To  cash  paid,  ^  Geo.  tfe  J.  Megiuniss'  accouatt 

binding  books, 18  66. 

12»     To  cash,  paid  Jos.  Clisby,  printing  nud  adv'^,  82.60. 

6.  '*  **  "  over  to  Cb as.  II.  Austin,  Treaer,  276.  Oa 
1.  "  "  "  i  2d  qr.  KiJiriaU'r'a  Sakry,  1863,  116  66 
1^      »    cr       u    ^3dqr.  Register's  Salary.  1863,  116  66 

8.  "    -        "    oyei;  to  Chas.  H,  Au»tiq»  Treaa'r,  623  7a- 

7.  *  '•^  *•  "  •"  "  860.66. 
5.     *****        •*                  **                    *'  381.47. 


19. 44 


$4,^08  66 


2.  To  cash  paid  );4thqr.  Register's  Salary.  1853,  116  66 
1.  **    "        **  over  to  Chas.  H.AwstMi,Trea8'r,  666  80 

6.  *•   **      **  **             "                "  192  oa 

20.  *•    **        *•  1>.L."Vrhite,  forappraielng*. .. .  6  00 

1,  **    **        **  1 1st  qr.  Register's  Salary  1864,  116  66 

3.  *•  **  **  over  to  Chad.  e.  Austio,  Twa^'r,  883  QOr 
}  N  «  <i  M  «r  **  24. 94 
%.  *•*«««  «  ««  246,.05. 
8.  •***•*  «                  "                      *•  171  60 

*    •*       "  f2dqn R^glittt's Salary.  18&4,    .   116.66. 

17.  **    **       •*  oTBt  to  Cha3,  H.  Austin.  Treas'r,  .    224.17. 

4  «    »        «(  ,    «(                  u                     u  619.11 

3  *     •        «.  a                   «                       M.  »y2.7& 

«  i' 8d  qr.  Aegister^s  Sal«yU864,  116  66 


$3)919  4t 


unoimtI>i4bar8ement!l ,,... ^....  $^,127  47 


o. 

t»-*cm«n<«>ofte  aocm&ti  of-  SiihaothMnd from  October' ^l^  185^^, 
to  Nemmber  1,;  18S4, 

9.    ly^cfti^  paidi  tSan.'^ilgo^^Co'^^ccoTWt, 

Statiobery $       %  AA 

20.     *    "        **    oypr.t9,cWvH.AnetiD^Trr«a*'r,..  1,700  0© 

$1,709  44 

r.   To  cash  paid  i4thqr.R€gi8ter'8  Salary.  1862,.       lOa  00 
7i     «    "        "    0VBtt0ChW.H;A^Mtib,Trea8'r,    4,50^00 
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March 

7. 
7. 

April 

1. 
4. 

27. 

28. 

May 

2. 
12. 

June 

6. 

July 

4. 

9. 

Aug't 
Oct'r. 

1. 
1. 

8. 

14. 

NotV. 

7. 

Dec'r 

6. 

1854. 

Jan'y 

1. 

8. 

4. 

11. 

19. 

Jan'y. 
March 

24. 

6. 

27. 

April 

80. 
1. 

May 

6. 

June 

28- 
9, 

10. 

July 

80. 
8. 

Sept 
Oct'r 

8. 

12. 

4. 

8. 

Amount  brought  forward,. 

To  cash  paid  over  to  Cha«.  H.  Austin,  Treaa. 
"    "        "    ^  l8t  qr.  Register's  Salary.  1868, 
u    it        it    overtoChas.  H.  Au8!in,"'rrea8V, 
«    «        "    I  Wm.  Wilson  <&  Go's,  account 

for  Stationery, * 

"     "        "    i^  G.  <fe  J.  Meginoiss'  account  for 

bookbinding, 

«  «  .<  Q^gp  to  Qijgg^  u  Austin,  TreasV, 
**  •*  "  Jos.  Clisby's  account  for  pr'g  <fec. 
tt    it        tt    QyQj.  ^  chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r, 

tt         U  It  It  tt  U 

"  "  "  i2dqr.Regi8terV Salary,  1853, 

"  "  «  W.  W.  Tumblio,  apprais'g  lauds, 

tt  it  .c  (jygj.  ^  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r, 

**  "  "  i  8d  tjr.  Register's  Salary,  1863, 

«  tt  tt  o^^r  to  Qijjjg  u  Austin,  Treas'r, 

tt  M  tt  Qaines  <fe  Royal,  for  advertising, 

**  **  «•  over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r, 


To  cash  paid  i  4th  qr.  Register's  Sal'ry,  1853,  $ 

"    "        "    over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r, 

**  "  **  to  A.  M.  Randolph,  on  account, 
tt    «        «  tt  it        tt 

**  "  "  to  Hopper  <&  Gilmer  on  account 
canceVn  of  16th  Sections  in  Es- 
cambia County,* 

**  Bills  recei7able,  8  notes  returned  on  same 
account  to  Hopper  &  Gilmer,  as 

above 

To  cash  paid  A.  M.  Randolph,  for  selecti'g,  Ac, 
it  it  .i  oyer  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r, 
•*    "        **    O.  M.  Avery  for  expenses,   per 

account, 

"    "        *    A  Marzori,  for  advertising 

«  «  **  i  1st  qr.  Register's  Salary,  1864, 
«  "  "  over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r, 
"    w        M     W,  Q.  Moseley  for  appraismg, 

on  account,. . » 

*«  *<  **  John  McNeally,  for  advertising, 
"    *•        «    M.K.Andreu,  auctioneer'gieths, 

«    u        tt    Yf  yf  Tumblin,  for  same 

tt  u  »  w.  G.  Moseley  in  full  for  appr'g, 
"     "        •*     Geo.  H.  Smith,  auctioneer'g,  <fec, 

"     "         "     C.  R  Dyke,  for  advertisingr 

ti  a  u  over  to  Clias.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r, 
'*  •*  '*  i  2d  qr.  Registers  Salary.  1854, 
«  «  «  J.  R.  Haddock,  for  appr'ngietlis, 
"  "  **  Savannah  Republican,  for  adv'g, 
«     «        «    over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r, 


14,600  00 

8,014  07 

116  66 

1,768  40 

.2  13 

18  66 

540  31 

38  60 

427  89 

2.089  45 

116  66 

10  00 

237  68 

116  66 

414  73 

3  00 

376  83 

713  69 

$    116  66 

1,435  02 

100  00 

100  00 

II 


868  51 


i  8d  qr.  Register's  Salary,  1854, 


iTotalDbbni^ementi,. 
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A  Dbbiirsements,  brought  forward, $25,860  09 

)edact  cash  &Dd  boDds  retomed  to  Hopper  <&  Gilmer,  368  51 

rrne  Disbursements, |24,007  48 

yd  cash  paid  to  Hopper  &  Gilmer^ 868  51 

Potal  cash  disbursements, $24,375  99 

3^  sale  was  t^uoelled  because  the  land  had  not  been  offered  at  public  sale. 


E. 

ursemerUs  on  account  of  Internal  Improvement  Fund  from  Octo- 
,    her  31,  1852,  to  November  1,  1854. 

9.    To  cash  paid  \  Wm.  Wilson*8  &  Oo.'s  account 

for  Statiooeryv %  9  44 

26.  **    **      "      D.  Manley  tor  candles i  64 

80.     **    "      **      Florida  Democrat  for  advertising,  26  00 

I  M  a  t<  B  p  Whitoer,  Jr.,  balance  for  ap- 
praising lands  in  Manon  County,     110  00 

27.  **    **      '*      A.  M.  Randolph  for  locating  lands 

to  date, 260  76 

1410  St 

'     1.  To  cash  paid  i  4th  qr.  Regi8ter*8  salary,  1852,  $  100  00 

r    7.      "    "  «  over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r,  2,000  00 

h    7.     '*    •*  "  "    "  "                       "          714  85 

9.  "    "  "    D.  Manley,  for  stationery, 5  00 

11."*'  «  ilstqr.  Register's  salary.  1853,     116  68 

18.      **    **  "  Miles  Nash,  postage  account  in  full,        5  07 

27.  "    «  **  Wm..WiUon.ACo.,faco«pntfor 

stationery, w '. 2  13 

*****  **  refunded  to  Stephen  Brown,  on  ac- 
of  inability  of  the  State  of  Flori- 
da to  give  him  good  titles  to  land 
hebougbt,.. 57  75 

28.  **    **        *•    i  account  G.  A  J.  Meginniss,  bind- 

ing books,  <&c.> 18  56 

2.     **    **        '*    over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r,  2,302  25 

11.  **    **        **    Betton  A  Higgs^  account  made 

Jan'y  18,  1861, 1  00 

12.  **    ••        **    Jos.  Clisby,  for  printing  and  adver- 

tising,   212  81 

27.      **  "  **  J.  A.  Edmondson,  making  seal 

stand, 8  26 

21.     "  '«  **  Florida  Whig,  for  advertising,  Ac,  19  60 

24.     **  **  **  Angus  Gillis,  for  appraising, 17  60 

**  '*  •*  Jos.  T.  Ru88,  for  same, 185  00 

80.      **  "  **  Britton  Barclay,  for  same, 50  30 

B       6.      **  «*  «  over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Trejis'r,  400  00 

7.      *'  **  **  D.  G.  McLean,  for  apprnij»iTi^, ...  84  60 

14.      •*  *'  **  A.  N.  Mclver,  for  auctioneering,  50  00 

16.      ••  *«  •*  Florida  Democrat,  for  advertising,  14  00 

"       **  **  •*  A.  Hutchins,  for  rep'ing  safe  lock,  1  50 

y      L      «  **  «  i2dqr.  RegUter'ssaUry,  1858,  116  68 

•       •*  **  **  Floridian  and  Journal,  adverting,  14  00 

4.      *•  **  *<  ever  to  Obaa.  H.  AaitiD,  Treaslr,  6,066  46 
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Not. 
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81. 
7. 
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Jan'7 

1 
8. 
9. 

17. 
20. 

teVy 

1. 
6. 

7. 

karel 

1   L 

6. 
16. 

18. 

April 

1. 
8. 

6. 
22. 

May 
June 

Juij 

20. 
1. 

0. 

8. 

17. 

8. 

Aug. 
Sept 

6. 
7. 

4. 
6. 

1*0  Cash  paid  Commercial  Adyertiaer,  adT'iqg, 

"  **       "    M.  Nash;  pofltajye  in  full, '. 

u  u  u    penaacola  Gazette  for  adverting, 

u  u  tt    overtoChaa.  H.  Austin,  Treaar, 

«  C(  u          u-         u               ■      It      -                 '        (t 

"  **  «    i  3rd  qr.  Register's  salary.  1853, 

«  "        "    over  to  Chas. H.Austin, 

**  "  "    M.  Nasli,  pkMtage  acc't  to  Ist  inst, 

**  "  "J.  McDouffal,  acc't  as  per  rec't, 

«  "  "    H.  Wells,  balance  acc*t  for  locaU'g, 

tt  «  tt    ^yQY  ^  Qjjj^a  3   Austin,  Treas'r, 


bet      8. 


22  Od 

8  70 

17  00 

1,261  61 

3,776  06 

116  68 

4,729  98 

6  83 

2  60 

484  46 

8,541  06 

8,238  06 
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To  cash  paid  i  4th  qr.  Regiiter^a  salary,  1868,  $  1 16  68 
"  *•  "  over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r,  1,118  98 
**    *'        **     Jo8»  Ciisby,  priatic^,  advertising; 

and  bindiiig,, . . « • . . .«     108  50 

tt    u       c(     il  ^ash,  poatage  aoeount  to  date,        4  81 
"    ^        **     J.  K  Allen,  on  aocount  of  rescind- 
ed purchase,  May  26, 1862,  Act 

Lc^lature,  I^eo.  29»  1862, 48  12 

«  tt  a  pver  ^  qj,^  ^  Austin.  Treas'r,  1,280  00 
**  **  «  M.  I^ash^  for  postage,  stamps,. ...  1  00 
**    •'        -^     Jno.  McDougal,  account  of  1868 

and  1864  to  this  date, 87  12 

"    ''        '*     S.  B.  Todd,  on  aocount  reisdaded 

s^e, 83  18 

**  "  "  over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r,  2,180  12 
"    •*        "     W.H.Horton,onacoodntreBC«nd' 

ed  s^ 66  40 

^    **        *     N.  A.  Long,  OD  account  resdnded' 

sale, 96  94 

"  •«  "  i  1st  qr.  Register'^  salary,  1864,  116  68 
"  "  •*  over  to  Ohas.  H.  Austin,  TreasV,  1,108  44 
<*  "  "  H.  Nash,  postage  aCo't  to  date,  2  65 
"  **  **  A.M.Raodolpb.f<tfaelecliiigland,  800  00 
**  «  **  S,  B,  Todd.  Wance  due  him  on 
aocount  of  canoeUed  sale,  aee  re^ 

ceipt of  date,^ , 17  47 

«  **  *'  Wepdruflf  A.McNeil,  aorft  forink,  8  60 
"  "  "  ovar  to  Cbag.  H.Au8tin>  Treas'r.  1,163  48 
tt    If        .1        u    H  u  .«      2,001  37 

"    "        "     K  I^ash,  po$tage«tamp% 1  00 

u    H        tt     G.  T.  Towpseqd..for  chairs, 4  60 

«  «  «  i  2nd  qr.  R.egister's  salary,  1854,  116  68 
«*  *«  "  over  to  Chas.  5.  Austin,  Treas'r,  919  94 
a  «  a  M.Naah,pQstageaco*tto8din8t,  8  11 
«  <«  "  over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Ttaas'r,  1,065  83 
If    «        .1        u     II  i<  «        J  34 J  2^ 

"    "        "     Henry  Co(&,  making  ourtaine  for 

office, 76 

«  "  **  i  Srd  qr.  Register's  salary,  1864,  116  68 
"    "        •*     overtoChae.a  AuatiB,  Treas'r,  1,421  40 


i*ota]  distoaemetjta,. 
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B. 
KEPORT  OF  BOiftd  OF  JEDPCATIOK  E.  F.  8.  It 


berewith  eoclose,  and  tranimit  to  yon  bj  mi&il,  an  Acoonnt  Cnrrenf 
i  the  East  Florida  State  Seminarj  for  the  years  1853  aod  1854| 
»Dipanied  by  an  Address  from  the  Board  of  Edaention,  also  my 
Report  (1  take  oceasion  here  to  state  that  the  Board  of  Visit 
who  were  appointed  and  invited  did  not  visit  the  Institntioni 
oqaendy  it  loses  the  advantage  of  their  reports.) 
li  of  whieb  is  most  rpspeetfully  sabmitted, 

JOHN  M.  McINTOSH, 
idg^of  F>robia<B,  M,  C,  de  ex-Officio  See.  B,  ^.  E.  F.  S.  S, 

ADDRESS, 

OcALA  Fla.,  Nov.  6th,  1854. 
'<morMe  Sir : — The  board  of  Education  for  the  East  Florida 
)  Seminary,  in  submitting  their  report  to  you,  feel  it  a  privilege, 
ell  as  a  duty,  to  accompany  that  report  with  such  opinions  and 
estions  as  to  them  seem  pertinent  and  legitimate,  as  coming 
those  whose  duty  it  has  been  made  to  act  as  guardians  over 
leginning,  the  progress  thus  far,  and  the  well  being  of  this  mag- 
mt  scheme  of  Education,  in  ISast  Florida,  by  a  wise  and  far 
g  legislation,  hoping  if  any  stray  tho»ght9  worthy  of  treasuring 
ind  presenting  to  the  present  Leeislature,  should  opcur  in  this 
ess,  you  will  take  pleasure  in  clothing  it  in  your  own  h^ppj 
lage,  and  made  thus  paptivi^ting,  pii|bo4y  U  in  yoqr  pwi>  »d- 
i  to  that  august  body, 

s  a  supporter,  a  supervisor,  and  a  dear  lover  of  Education,  in 
iception,  its  progress,  and  its  perfection,  in  all  its  efforts,  how- 
humble,  or  however  magnificent  and  well  ouitured^  we  can 
to  you  Confidently  for  sympathy,  encouragement  and  support 
can   appreciate  the  many   difficulties  and  drav-baeks  any 
tne  of  Education  must  encounter  in  a  country  just  merging 
a  State  of  wilderness,  where  the  people  have  met  together  to 
society,  and  have  come  from  various  States,  mostly  strangers 
Lch  other,  and  havinrr  but  little  in  commons  where,  too,   other 
more  serious  difBcuItiea  rise  up  ip  the  path  of  all,  where  their 
13  are  necessarily  exhausted  in  procuring  homes,  habitations, 
the  necessaries  of  life — when  a  deep  desire  in  many  to  EducatO 
children  is  alnnost  crushed  out,  by  the  want  of  abdlity — where 
population  on  which  a  school  depends  is  scattered  over  a  lailfo 
nt  of  Territory,  and  but  few  are  prcfwred  to  aocommodate  £e^ 
ng  and  able  with  board ;  and  you,  with  your  practical  goo4 
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sense,  can  see  how  Buch  adverse  circumstances  must  r.ecessar 
tard  the  progress  of  a  State  Semhiary,  if  the  trustees,  imhae* 
a  worthy  state  pride,  should  deem  it  proper  to  asseu^ble,  as  a 
ty,  the  best  talent  and  practical  ability,  by  the  only  possible  i 
the  offering  salaries  that  will  command  such  talent  and  pr 
ability.  And  last  of  all,  you  can  appreciate  the  embarrassmi 
this  board  in  administering  the  affairs  of  this  institution,  uiu 
these  trials,  ard  with  no  previous  experience.  The  scheme 
out  by  the  act  establishing  this  Seminary,  and  a  similar  one,  i 
the  Suwannee,  is  a  grand  one— a  scheme  of  which  any  State 
Union  might  be  proud — a  model  for  the  world;  and  were  the 
commensurate  with  the  plan,  might  be  readily  reduced  to  pr 
and  one  tliat  this  board  would  feel  forever  honored  in  being  t! 
entrusted  wdth  its  execution. 

The  General  Government  has  exhibited  a  parental  care  and 
worthy  munificence  in  bestowing  upon  the  State  so  large  a 
for  seminary  purposes,  and  the  State,  taking  into  considera 
pecular  shape,  has  exercised  a  sound  judgment  and  a  wise 
in  dividing  that  fund  and  creating  two  seminaries  in  place  ( 
and  the  programme  of  these  Seminaries  are  the  certain  fooi 
of  a  master  mind.  But  the  available  means  are  inadequate 
proper  beginning,  and  laying  out  of  its  praciical  application  in  a 
so  sparsely  settled  and  so  fettered  with  hardships,  and  s 
of  money.  And  yet  the  few  that  are  here  need  this  means  c 
cation,  and  the  children  of  our  State  must  not  be  allowed  t 
op  in  even  partial  ignorance,  nor  be  forced  to  seek  the  con 
of  their  education  in  other  latitudes  until  the  accumulated  fur 
have  proved  sufficient  to  begin  the  plan  and  carry  it  out  ii 
beneficial  details.  Better  have  only  established  one  Semini 
that  on  a  less  costly  plan.  But  who,  being  a  Floridian,  upon 
ing  the  geography  of  our  State  and  reviewing  the  plan  of  oui 
naries,  would  consolidate  or  abate  one  jot  or  tittle  of  the 
scheme? 

There  is  a  means  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  reme 
defect,  and  to  set  the  whole  machinery  to  work  in  due  time, 
per  State  pride,  and  a  little  nerve  would  speak  the  means  in 
tence.     Could  ever  a  people  be  taxed  for  a  holier  purpose  tl 
the  education  of  their  children?     Even   this  is   not  indispens 
The  Stiite  is  entitled,  by.  donation,  to  a   large  amount   of  v 
land,  partially  submerged,  capable  of  being  cheaply  reclaim 
portion  of  this  rould  not  be  more  sensibly  appropriated  than 
ting  apart  a  sufficiency  of  it  to  endow  these  Seminaries  libera] 
to  supply  the  present  need,  a  loan  might  be  granted  to  the 
tive  boards  of  education  of  sums  sufficient  to  supply  all  the  ui 
pendages  of  high  Seminaries  of  learning  ;  such   as   Philos( 
Chemical  and  Astronomical  apparatus,  Library,  Globes,  <kc. 
^uiraphemalia  of  colleges  are  indispensable  as  among  the  meai 
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i^  ..  ....ts  as  were  in  the  main,  contemplated  to  be  educa- 

in  these  Colleges  or  Seminaries. 

is  the  State  appropriations  became  funded  and  money  realized, 
principal  might  be  restored,  or  if  the  State  should  not  feel  that 
rality  and  pride  which  would  prompt  a  donation,  the  loan  might 
panted,  and  a  sufficiency  of  the  interest  withheld  annually,  to're- 
blish  the  principal  in  four  or  five  years.  When  the  Seminaries 
e  once  provided  with  all  the  faculties  of  imparting  a  liberal  edu- 
on,  and  the  country  had  settled  up  and  been  relieved  in  a  great 
sure  of  its  embarrassments,  then  the  Seminaries  would  not  only 
ible  to  pay  th  eir  own  way,  but  be  able  to  add  something  to  the 
ns  necessary  to  carry  out  the  entire  plan  of  the  wise  originators 
^e  scheme.  Without  some  such  timely  aid,  the  Seminary  in 
t  Florida  must  retrograde  in  character,  or  suspend  operations 
I  the  sum  due  it  becomes  adequate  to  its  necessities.  With  these 
suggestions,  we  trust  our  cause  into  your  care  and  honorable 
)iDg,  and  subscribe  ourselves 

Friends  and  obedient  servants, 

LEWIS  C.  GAINES,  President, 

WM.  ROYALL,      )    r.      .    . 

W.S.  HARRIS,      }J^.,. 

J.  M.  McINTOSH,  )  Education. 
D  Honorable  D.  S.  Walker,  State  Supermtendent  of  Common 
)ois,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 


16  Board  of  Education  for  the  East  Florida  Seminary,  employ- 
r  the  year  1853, 

As  Principal,  S.  S.  BURTON, 

Male  Assistant,  Dr,  J.  F.  MOWE. 

Femnle  Assistaat,  Miss  LAURA  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Teacher  of  Music,  Miss  P.  L.  A.  UNDERWOOD. 

\d  considering  it  rather  an  experiment,  thought  it  advisable  to 
'  as  salaries  for  said  Teachers,  the  interest  of  the  State  Fund 
ne  year  together,  with  the  tuition. 

e  Principal,  Mr.  S.  S.  Burton,  failed  to  report  in  accordance 
the  instructions  of  ihe  Board,  the  number  of  scholars  attending 
;hool,  the  amount  of  tuition,  and  the  studies  pursued  in  the  In- 
on.  It  is  consequently  not  in  the  power  of  the  Board  to  state 
nly  and  have  to  rely  upon  a  verbal  report  of  the  Principal,  that 
imber  of  scholars  in  attendance  during  the  year  was  varying 
sixty  to  ninety.  This  tuition  amounted  to  $1,400.  The  stud- 
irsned  were  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Natural  Philosophy, 
sh  Grammar,  Geography,  Drawing,  and  Music,  and  a  small 
of  beginners  in  Latin. 

e  school  commenced  well,  but  the  Principal  becoming  unpopu. 
3App 
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lar,  and  having  been  indiscreet,  it  closed  inauspiciouslj  and 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  the  East  Florida  State  Sem 
em{)loyed  for  the  year  1854, 

As  Principal,  J.  G.  BOWMAN,  A.  M. 

Male  Assistant,  A.  F.  GOULD,  A.  M. 

Female  Assistant,  Miss  VIRGINIA  K.   BAUGHAN, 

Teacher  of  Music,  Miss  R.  L.  ROGERS. 

This  ypar  there  was  some  difficulty  in  getting  started,  fn 
fact   of  the  teachers  not  having  arrived  until    the  List  of  Ja 
This  delay  had   caused  several  scholars  to  go  to  other  Semi 
and   in   fact  caused   the  getting  up  of  some  county  schools 
carried  off  some  who  otherwise  would  have  attended  our  insti 
Another  draw-back  upon  the  institution    was  the   difficulty 
which  it  closed  last  year,  difficulties  which  could  not  have  hee 
seen  nor  prevented,  such  as  any  institution  or  all  are  liable  t 
Of  coursf^   I  cannot  tell  what  the  school  will  net  in  the 
tuition  for  the  last  session  of  this  year,  but  have  a  right  to  ji 
will  net  more  than  the  first  session.     Last  session  there  wen 
tendance   about  70  students,  studying  from  Spelling  to  Lati 
young  ladies  take  lessons  in  Music.  This  session  there  is  in  atte 
about  05  students,  studies  about  the  same.     The  Board,  in  c 
ration  of  this  being  a  State  Institution,  have  reduced  somew 
rates  of  tuiiio:i  as  compared  with  schools  of  si'nilar  grade, 
ed,  please  find  the  rates  as  assessed  by  the  Board : 

Spelling,   Reading,  and  Writing,  per  Session,  (5  months,) 
Primary  Arithmetic  &  Geography,  together  with  the  above, 
Arithmetic,  Geography  and  English  Grammar,  together 
with  the  above,       ------         ^ 

The  Natural  Sciences  and  History  together  with  the  above,  { 
The  higher  branches  of  Mathematics,  the  Classics  and 

Moral  Philosophy,  together  with  the  above,  -     -     -  I 
Piano  Music  (Extra)  per  session         -         -         -         -    t 

Use  of  instrument  per  session,  .         -         -         - 

No  scholar  admitted  for  a  less  term  than  one  session  nor  i 
duction  rajide  for  loss  of  time,  except  from  sickness. 

Persons  filing  a  declaration  of  intention  to  become  teachers 
State  of  Florida,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Eduoatio 
be  admitted  free  of  tuition  fees. 
By  order  of  the  Board. 

LEWIS  C.  GAINES,  Presi( 
J.  M.  McIntosh,  Sec*y. 
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East  Florida  State  Seminary,  in  Account, 

To  salary  of  S.  S. Burton, Principal, $1,400  00 

"       •'       "  J.  F.  Mowe,  Assistant, 700  00 

"        "  Laum  Chamberlaiu,  Aas't, 358  8o 

"      "        "  P.    L.    A.    Undertvood,    Music 

Teacher, 358  85 

•*  account  S.  S.  Burton, 859  37 

•*  cash  paid  Mrs.  Helvenston, .  * 60  00 

"     •*       **      .  V 10  00 

"     "       "      Gaines  <fe  Royall.  Printers, 15  00 

u     M       ti      SavauDah  Georgian,     "     5  00 

"    «       "      Wm.  H.  Royal,             "     28  88 

"  Salary  of  J.  G.  Bowman,  A.  M.,  Principal,  1.500  00 

"      "  A.  F.  Gould.  Assistant, 1,000  00 

"      "  V.  R  Baughan,     **      450  8 1 

«         "      **  R.L.  Rogers,  Music  Teacher,..  600  00 

»'  purchase  of  Stoves, 14S  66 

**  Treasurer's  commissions 120  00 

**  per  diem  of  Board  of  Education, 98  00 

By  contributions  as  bonus, |1,600  00 

**  Draft  of  State  Treasurer, 966*  20 

"  Tuition,  (about) 1,400  00 

By  Draft  of  State  Treasurer, 700  00 

«      "            «          «  »741  29 

"  Tuition  Ist  Session  1854, 418  66 

"  Balance  down, 1,889  91 


DR. 


$7,210  9h 


CR 


$7,210  95 


0.    II.] 

[EPORT  OF  STATE  ENGINEER  &  GEOLOGIST. 


Office  of  State  Engineer, 
Palatka,  Florida,  November  12,  1854. 
)  His  Excellency,  James  E.  Broome, 

Governor  of  Florida: 
Sir: — Accompanying  this  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your 
:cellency,  a  *'  General  Report"  of  my  proceedings  as  State  Engi* 
er  since  the  creation  of  the  office.  Also  my  Report  on  ihe  "  Re- 
nnoisance  of  the  Pensacola  and  Georgia  Rail  Road  route,"  marked 
.]  Also,  Report  "  on  the  practicability  of  connecting  the  waters 
the  St.  Johns  with  those  of  Indian  River  by  a  navigable  canal,'^ 
the  information  of  the  (tI  en  oral  Assembly,  marked  [B.]     All  of 
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which  I  hope  will  meet  with  jour  and  its  approval.  The  ma 
accompany  this  report  are  not  quite  completed,  but  will  be  in  i 
Dess,  and  handed  to  you  in  person  by  me,  by  the  4th  proximo. 

I  have  no  report  to  make  on  the  Florida,  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
Road  route,  as  I  was  informed  by  the  President  of  said  Com] 
(when  I  reported  to  him  for  duty,)  that  the  company  were  no 
prepared  to  act  on  the  matter,  and  requested  that  I  would  posl 
making  the  reconnoisance  for  the  present. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Geology  of  the  State,  I  have  made  i 
port,  from  the  fact  that  the  General  Assembly  failed  to  specifj 
duties  or  make  any  appropriations  to  defray  any  expenses  iiic 
in  reference  to  the  matter.  Consequently  nothing  has  been 
by  me,  except  to  obtain  specimens  of  soils  and  minerals  froi 
various  localities,  (where  marked  changes  were  perceptible,)  v 
by  me  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  Engineer. 

I  remain  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
F.  L.  DANCY,  Suae  Engineer,  i 


GENERU  REPORT. 

Officb  op  State  Engitoser, 
Palatka,  Florida,  November  1st,  1854. 

To  His  Excellency,  Jam:fs  E.  Broomb, 

Governor  of  Florida : 

Sir  : — In  compliance  with  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembl 
fining  the  duties  of  State  Engineer,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  R 
my  proceedings  since  my  acceptance  of  said  office  on  the  2d  d 
February,  1853. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  my  Commission  and  qualifying, 
dressed  a  communication  to  the  late  Governor  Brown,  who  the 
cupied  the  Gubernatorial  chair,  asking  for  instructions  and  fo 
means  necessary  to  procure  instruments  to  enable  me  to  perfon 
duties  assigned  me  by  the  General  Assembly.  In  his  reply,  \ 
February  15th,  1853,  he  informed  me,  "  That  there  had  been  n 
propriation  made  by  the  General  Assembly  for  the  purchase  < 
Btruments,  and  that  he  had  no  fund  at  his  disposal  that  could  I 
plied  to  said  purpose ;  and  moreover,  that  he  had  nothing  to  do 
the  State  Engineer,  other  than  to  approve  of  certain  acts.''  I 
this  state  of  the  case,  I  determined  to  call  together  the  Board  < 
ternal  Improvement,  to  consult  with  them  in  regard  to  the  dutic 
pertaining  to  the  office  ;  which  was  done  by  letter  to  each  mc 
of  the  Board  on  the  12th  day  of  May,  1853,  requiring  them  to 
at  the  town  of  Palatka  on  the  7th  day  of  July,  1853.  Whei 
time  arrived  but  one  member,  Mr.  Paul  McCormick,  appeared 
after  waiting  for  two  days  and  finding  no  others  were  likely 
t'^^d;  I  adjourned  over  the  meeting  t'dl  further  notice.     As  a  vej 
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ant  portion  of  the  duties  assigned  by  the  General  Assembly  to 
State  Engineer  was,  '*  thai  of  examining  and  surveying  the 
np  and  overflowed  lands  belonging  to  the  State/'  I  turned  my 
^tion  to  them,  and  with  that  view,  addressed  the  Register  of  State 
ds  on  the  subject,  who  replied  under  date  16th  April,  1853, 
lat  he  had  neither  lists  nor  diagrams  of  the  swamp  or  'overiio  wed 
s,  and  that  no  return  in  any  way  had  been  made  to  his  office." 
ing  finally  ascertained  from  the  Comptroller  that  my  draft  on 
for  the  purchase  of  instruments  would  be  accepted,  and  having 
ured  them  by  the  last  of  September,  1853, 1  determined  on  vis- 
[the  members  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement  in  tlieir  re- 
live districts ;  they  with  the  State  Engineer  being  a  competent 
d  to  determine  upon  and  recommend  plans  for  the  reclamation 
vamp  and  overflowed  lands,  and  plans  for  local  works  of  Inter- 
Improvement  for  their  respective  districts.  In  pursuance  of  this 
[ve,  I  held  a  conference  individually  with  the  members  for  the 
;ern  district,  and  appointed  a  day  to  meet  them  together,  one  of 
m  failed  to  attend  on  account  of  sickness.  I  then  proceeded  to 
Vliddle  district,  and  after  consulting  with  the  member  from  said 
ict,  the  conclusion  arrived  at  was — "  that  there  was  nothing  on 
lb  they  could  act  under  the  laws  as  then  existing,  and  in  the 
situation  of  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands."  I  then  deemed 
eless  to  proceed  any  further  west  and  returned  home.  In  the 
Qtime,  I  had  taken  steps  to  procure  the  field  notes  from  the  Sur- 
>r  General's  ofiice  at  St.  Augustine  of  such  Swamp  and  over- 
ed  lands  as  have  been  selected  and  approved  by  him,  to  enable 
[nternal  Improvement  Board  and  myself  to  act  knowingly  in  re- 
n  to  them,  so  far  at  least  as  those  notes  were  to  be  relied  on. 
n  the  10th  January,  1854,  the  instructions  from  your  office  were 
ived,  requiring  me  to  proceed  to  Tallahassee  to  consult  with 
"self  and  the  President  of  the  Pensacola  and  Georgia  Railroad 
ipany,  with  the  view  of  making  a  reconnoisance  of  the  country 
ugh  which  said  Road  was  contemplated  ;  more  particularly  with 
iw  to  its  Eastern  terminus.  The  result  of  said  reconnoisance 
\  the  Apalachicola  River  to  the  waters  emptying  into  the  Atlan- 
B  herewith  communicated,  marked  [A.]  in  reference  to  the 
tern  terminus,  my  views  were  communicated  under  date  31st 
eh,  ultimo. 

our  instructions  dated  November  20tb,  1853,  "  requiring  me  to 
nine  and  report  on  the  practicability  of  connecting  the  St.  Johob 
I  Indian  River  by  a  navigable  canal,"  were  entered  on  as  soon  as 
arrangements  could  be  made,  after  completing  the  reconnoisance 
le  Pensacola  and  Georgia  Railroad.  Deeming  it  advisable  to 
nect  with  this  examination  another  ordered  by  Resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly,  to- wit:  "  The  examination  and  survey  of  the 
Jticability  of  draining  the  St.  Lucie  Savannah,"  and  the  distance 
le  extreme  point  of  these  exaaiinations  being  near  two    hundicd 
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miles  from  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  St  Johns  River,  r 
more  labor  and  expense  in  travelling  the  distance  than  in  il 
al  work  to  be  done.  After  reaching  the  scene  of  operations, 
to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country,  and  the  uncertaiutj  of 
ing  either  hands  or  subsistence,  it  became  necessary  to  tal 
from  the  settlements — there  being  over  100  miles,  without  r 
settlements.  My  Report  on  the  Canal  is  herewith  commui 
marked  [B.]  That  on  the  drainage  of  the  St.  Lucie  Savanu 
transmitted  on  the  first  day  of  August,  1854. 

The  above  comprises  a  brief  summary  of  the  service  perfori 
me  since  entering  on  the  duties  of  State  Engineer. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  feel  it  due  to  rayj«elf  to  state,  t 
ing  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  laws  passed  by  the  last  Gone 
sembly,  and  to  the  further  fact,  that  the  office  of  State  Engin 
created  at  least  two  years  before  there  was  any  actual  neces 
it,  so  iar  as  the  examination  and  survey  of  tho  swamp  and  ovc 
lands  of  the  State  were  concerned,  as  even  up  to  the  presoi 
they  are  not  in  a  situation  such  as  to  enable  the  Engineer  an( 
of  Internal  Improvement  to  act  in  reference  to  them.  The  tin 
ever,  is  now  at  hand  when  these  lands  will  be  fully  under  the 
control ;  when  the  duties  of  State  Engineer  will  be  very  a 
and  his  services  all  important,  to  protect  the  State  from  th( 
schemes  of  interested  parties,  and  from  engaging  in  expens 
ultimately  ruinous  expenditures  for  works  called  improve 
which,  when  made,  after  incurring  heavy  expenses,  will  prov 
tie  or  tio  value.  I  doubt  not,  with  judicious  management,  tl 
ultimately  to  be  derived  from  the  swamp  and  overflowed  Iar 
will  enure  to  the  State,  will  be  a  large  one,  but  by  no  meai 
many  enthusiasts  may  suppose,  from  the  number  of  acres  tli 
probably  revert  to  the  State.  There  will  be  portions,  and  larg 
of  the  overflowed  lands,  such  for  instance  as  the  Bottoms  c 
ries  of  the  upper  St.  Johns,  that  will  be  immon&ely  valuabl 
distant  day,  as  I  am  fully  convinced  that  large  portions  of  tbte 
be  reclaimed  with  a  moderate  ouilay,  by  the  enterprise  and 
of  private  capitalists,  should  such  a  policy  be  adopted  by  the 
as  to  encourage  capital  to  seek  investments  ia  that  line.  Whi 
reclaimed  for  sugar,  rice  or  corn,  they  will  cocnparo  favorabl; 
the  best  Mississippi  bottoms.  They  are  generally  from  1^  t( 
above  the  ordinary  level  of  the  water  in  the  river,  covered  wi 
maiden  cane  grass,  from  5  to  10  feet  in  heighth,  and  suffi 
Arm  for  stock  to  travel  over  them — of  a  dark  vegetable  loam, 
with  shell  ot  various  kinds,  principally  muscles  and  perriwinli 
in  many  places  thousands  of  acres  might  be  diked  in  by  simp 
uing  three  dams,  one  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  two  othei 
to  high  land — these  dams  are  not  required  to  be  high,  as  tli 
seldom  rises  more  than  3  to  5  feet. 

There    are  doubtless  siinilar  Lands  in  other  portions  of  tli' 
that  niii^ht  be  rcch.inud  with  equal  facility,   and  it  will  be  :hi 
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the  members  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Board  to  bring  all  such 
their  respective  Districts  to  the  notice  of  the  Board,  and  then 
ough  the  Engineer  to  that  of  the  General  Assembly,  if  of  sufficient 
portance  for  its  action. 

[  also  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  say  a  few  words  in  reference  to 
general  or  State  system  of  Internal  Improvements.  In  this  con- 
!tion,  I  deem  it  not  only  necessary  that  we  should  look  to  our 
n  immediate  convenience,  but  if  compatible,  that  we  should  com- 
e  with  it  the  accommodation  of  neighboring  States,  and  the  con^- 
rce  and  travel  of  the  whole  country,  in  order  to  render  such  a  syF» 
1  profitable  to  the  State,  as  also  individual  Stockholders.  It  is  cer- 
1  that  vhere  is  no  settled  portion  of  this  great  republic  so  little 
)\vn  and  so  much  abused  and  misunderstood,  as  our  own  State  of 
)rida.  And  why  is  it  ?  The  answer  is  plain  and  simple.  It  is 
the  want  of  good  roads,  affording  safe,  certain  and  speedy  means 
the  traveller  to  visit  its  various  sections,  which  embrace  every  eli- 
te known  to  the  Middle  and  Southern  States  of  this  Union,  as  al- 
that  of  Cuba  and  the  West  Indies.  Its  productions  are  as  various 
its  climate,  from  the  most  hardy  plants  to  those  confined  pecu- 
ly  to  a  tropical  climate.  It  is  my  opinion  that  these  objects  may 
acconplished,  and  all  portions  of  our  State  placed  within  a  rea* 
able  distance  of  Railroad  or  Steam  Boat  transportation,  for  a 
9  small  in  comparison  to  that  of  any  State  in  the  Union. 
To  accomplish  this  end,  t^ie  first  inquiry  is,  has  the  State  of  Flori< 
any  sea  port  or  tributary  of  the  Atlantic,  to  and  from  which  for- 
Q  commerce  can  be  carried  on  ?  To  this,  I  answer  in  the  affirm- 
re.  It  has  one,  and  but  one.  This  is  to  be  found  on  the  east  side 
the  Amelia  River,  and  on  the  west  side  of  Amelia  Island.  The 
let  to  the  sea  from  which  has,  at  low  water,  18  feet  on  the  Bar, 
I  an  average  rise  of  tide  of  six  feet,  with  thirty  feet  water  up  to 
Bay  in  front  of  the  Island,  with  a  harbor  completely  land  locked, 
rould  therefore  recommend  a  system  of  Railroads  for  the  State, 
commence  or  have  their  termini  at  this  point.  1st.  A  Road  from 
s  point,  to  terminate  at  one  of  the  Cedar  Keys.  This  would  be 
inly  for  the  through  travel  from  the  North  to  California,  and  from 
Gulf  for  the  North,  as  also  much  of  the  Gulf  commerce.  Some 
ty-five  miles  of  this  Road  can,  without  any  loss  of  distance,  be 
de  common  to  two  other  Roads.  The  one  to  the  west,  to  termi- 
e  at  Pensaoola,  and  the  other  to  the  Soutb  to  terminate  at  Tam- 
Bay  or  Charlotte  Harbor.  These  two  Roads,  as  the  necessities 
the  State  required  it,  could  be  connected  either  by  short  branch 
[roads  to  the  light  and  left  of  their  respective  routes,  with  all  the 
portant  settlements  and  towns,  both  inland  and  on  the  Gulf,  with- 
distances  varying  from  5  to  20  miles.  The  western  route  would 
irly  equally  divide  the  middle  and  western  districts,  and  the  south- 
I  route  would  divide  nearly  equally  the  peninsula  between  the 
If  and  St.  Johns  river,  placing  almost  every  settler  in  any  piiktion 
these  districts,  within  20   miles  of  either   railroad  or   steamboat 
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navigation.  The  country  south  and  east  on  the  peninsula,  e' 
far  south  as  Cape  Florida,  require  but  twelve  miles  of  Canal 
tliem  water  communication  for  some  400  miles  inland.  Wh 
me  ask,  is  the  country  that  would  be  so  blessed  with  facilit 
intercourse  with  the  world  as  we  would  be,  and  at  an  outlay 
cohsiderable,  when  compared  with  the  outlay  of  other  Stat 
communities.  These  works  might  all  be  accomplished  in 
years,  by  the  aid  of  the  State  Internal  Improvement  Fund,  a 
swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  and  by  the  aid  of  private  subscr 
I  hope  to  see  some  action  of  the  General  Assembly  at  its 
session,  in  regard  to  these  measures,  and  that  it  will  not  all 
funds  of  the  State  to  be  frittered  away  on  mere  neighboriio 
strictly  local  projects.  Hoping  sir,  the  above  views  may  me 
your  approval,  and  those  of  the  General  Assembly, 
I  remain  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  L.  DANCY, 
State  Engineer  and  Gecl 


[A.] 


Reconnofsance  of  Pensacola  and  Creorgia  Rail  Rn 


Office  of  State  Eiyginsei 
PiLATKA,  Florida,  August  20th,  1854. 
To  His  Excellency,  James  E.  Broome, 

Governor  of  Florida : 

Sir: — ^Your  instructions  dated  "Executive  OflSce,  Talh 
January  2nd,  1854,"  requiring  me  to  "  proceed  to  TaUahai 
the  purpose  of  conferring  with  you  fully  in  regard  to  the  Rec 
sance  of  a  Railroad  route  from  Tallahassee  or  the  Apal« 
River  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Mary's  River,  and  also  the  St 
under  the  charter  of  the  Pensacola  and  Georgia  Railroad,"  i 
ceived  by  me  on  the  12th  January,  1854.  My  arrangemen 
soon  made  and  on  the  20th  I  started  for  the  seat  of  Gove 
where  I  arrived  on  the  31st  January,  and  after  a  full  cor 
with  yourself  and  Col.  Whitner,  the  President  of  the  Pensaci 
Georgia  Railroad  Company,  and  receiving  instructions  from 
ter  in  regard  to  the  wishes  of  the  Company,  I  proceeded 
with  my  examination :  and  as  my  instructions  required  the 
Tallahassee  should  be  a  point  in  the  route,  it  became  necessai 
the  broken  and  hilly  nature  of  the  country  in  its  vicinity,  to  ni 
the  most  advantageous  route  for  the  road  in  its  approach  and 
tnre  from  the  city. 

After  a  critical  examination  and  full  inquiry  of  those  best  ac 
ed  Mfjth  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  I  became  f 
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the  ieafti  expensive  and  most  feasible  approach  from  the  East; 
Id  be  up  a  vaUey  leading  from  the  western  end  of  Lake  Lafoj* 
to  a  depression  in  the  Kidge  east  of  the  city.  This  depression 
between  Miller's  plantation  and  Shine's  Brick-yard,  and  leads 
the  valley  of  the  St.  Augustine  Branch.  From  thence  there 
;wo  routes  that  suggest  themselves,  one  following  the  side  slope 
le  valley  of  Si  Augustine  branch  to  the  southward,  with  gentld 
atares  to  the  vicinity  of  the  St.  Mark's  Depot,  and  thence  up 
valley  to  the  Quincy  Road,  thence  to  a  depression  in  the  St 
s  Ridge  some  300  yards  sooth  of  the  Qoiney  Road  ;  or  2dly. 
1  the  depression  in  the  ridge  east  of  Tallahassee,  directly  across 
ralley  of  St.  Augustine  creek,  and  through  the  strecTt  leading 
and  west  by  the  Jail,  to  a  valley  west  of  the  present  settled  ,por- 
of  the  city,  and  a  very  suitable  place  for  a  depot ;  thence  to  the' 
im  limits  of  the  city,  thence  through  the  first  ridge  ^est  of  the 
with  s6ght  cutting  for  ^  of  a  nidle,  and  striking  the  Quincy 
I  at  the  corner  of  Mr.  Fisher's  plantation,  then6e  to  the 
depression  in  the  St  Louis  Ridge  as  the  first  route,  thence  to 
ackson  Bluff  Road  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dabney's.  This  last 
would  be  nearly  direct,  but  would  require  a  heavy  embankment 
{ridge  across  the  St  Augustine  branch  valley,  and  a  Cot  of  some 
ii  in  depth  through  the  Ridge  on  which  the  city  is  mainly  built 
ipon  the  whole,  I  should  give  it  the  preference  in  cotisequence 
B  saving  of  distance  and  the  avoidance  of  corves.  From  the 
on  Bluff  Road  near  Dabney's,  following  near  the  ROad  over  a 
and  favorable  country  around  the  south  end  of  Gum  Swamp, 
lear  the  base  line  thence  up  the  valley  of  Poly  branch  to  the 
land  neai^  Mr.  J.  Hale's  residence,  thence  over  a  flat  country, 
g  Mr.  Rawl's  ttf  north,  (12  nriles  from  Tallahassee,)  the  route 
a  nearly  dead  level  until  you  reach  Pork  creek  near  Fort  Bra- 
This  valley  is  about  400  yards  ^ide,  and  would  require  an 
ikment  or  trestle-work  30  feet  high  in  the  highest  part,  and  a 
)  or  culvert  of  forty  feet  span,  thence  the  Country  continues 
'  level  to  near  Cashe's  Uj^ding,  on  the  Ochlocknee  River, 
there  is  a  favorable  crossing — having  a  high  bluff  on  the  east 
with  a  bridge  150  feet  long,  and  thence  by  trestle-work  12 
igh  for  300  yards,  and  thence  an  embankment  eight  feet 
[>r  600  yards  to  the  high  pine  woods  on  the  west  side  of  the 
This  crossing  is  about  ^  of  a  mile  south  of  the  base  line, 
I  the  route  continues  over  a  slightly  undulating  country  near  J. 
'ell'a  &  Bradshaw's  dwelling's,  keeping  on  the  Biaek  Jack 
separating  Bear  Creek  and  Ochlawahaw  creek,  the  general 
being  about  North  50  deg.  west,  until  we  strike  the  3  Notch 
Vom  Tallahassee;  at  41  miles  from  Tallahassee  on  said  Road,  the 
passes  through  the  gap  between  Cany,  Rocky  Comfort,  Bear 
,  Tologee  and  Ocklawahaw  cfeeks,  thence  the  route  follows 
the  Tolugee  valley  and  crosses  below  its  junction  with  Mule 
4App 
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€V0%\i,  (and  dittabt  aboat  ten  miles  from  Rook  Bluff  on  Apa 
Is  River)»  theooe  over  s  rolling  Black  Jack  and  &andy  countr 
Apalaehieola  river,  where  it  is  two  hundred  yards  wide  bet' 
banks,  with  high  Roek  blaff  on  the  east  side  and  alow  swj 
the  west,  )  of  a  mile  wide  and  covered  at  high  water  to  the 
8  feet.  There  is  plenty  of  lime-stone  rock  at  this  point  suit 
bailding  purposes;  the  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  is  01 
80  feet,  the  wtter  rising  in  the  highest  freshets  about  20  feel 
point  may  be  approached  from  the  Table  Land  to  the  east  h 
ley  deseendiog  towards  the  river  for  J  of  a  mile,  thence  a  1 
a  narrow  ridge  150  yards  long  by  30  feet  deep,  to  an o the 
leading  quite  to  the  River.  This  point  is  some  eight  miles 
the  Base  Line,  and  in  a  good  position  for  continukig  the  rou 
ward  through  the  fertile  and  populous  portion  of  Jackson 
This  is  a  very  favorable  route  the  whole  distance  from  Tall 
say  45  miles,  with  few  natural  obstacles  to  contend  with, 
little  horizontal  curvatures.  It  however  passes  through  gen 
poor  and  sparsely  settled  country.  At  Ochesee,  1^  abo 
Bluff,  the  lowlands  oo  the  east  side  are  some  800  yards  w 
OD  the  west  about  600  yards  wide,  and  subject  to  the  same  < 
overflow  as  those  at  Rock  Bluff  on  the  west  side.  This  bi 
limit  of  my  iostructions  westward,  I  retraced  my  steps  follow 
3  Notch  Road  to  Mule  Creek,  and  thence  diverged  more  noi 
ly  with  a  view  to  find  a  more  central  route  through  the 
populous  portion  of  Gadsdea  County.  The  first  obstacle 
route  is  Mule  creek,  where  a  dam  or  embankment  400  ya 
and  10  feet  high,  with  a  bridge  of  40  feet  span,  will  be  n 
thence  leaving  the  road  and  passing  over  a  favorable  countr 
Tolugee,  which  b  crossed  below  tl>6  junction  with  the  Tal 
branch  and  Yon  Creek  near  Eden  field's,  requiring  trestle-i 
i  mile  and  a  bridge  with  40  feet  span  and  twenty  feet  high,  1 
vs  to  the  Table  Land  leading  to  Rocky  Comfort  Creek,  lea 
Bethel  Church  west  of  Tolugee  ^  a  mUe  south,  as  also 
Thomas',  Picketts'  and  Wortbingtim's,  to  the  south,  and  A 
down  a  valley  leading  into  Rocky  Comfort  Creek,  a  little  nortl 
ford  and  McCall's,  and  desceading  into  the  valley  of  Rocky 
Creek,  crossing  several  deep  ravines  to  the  bottom  lands,  r 
an  embankment  some  600  yards  long,  with  a  bridge  60  (e( 
thence  up  a  valley  leading  South-East  at  an  ascent  of  60 
mile  for  i  mile,  passing  between  Mr.  Meachara's  and  Dr.  W 
the  top  of  the  ridge^  tbence  leaving  Mrs.  Lines*  mill  i  mil 
south,  winding  aroand  the  slope  of  the  hill  at  a  grade  of  40 
mile  to  the  tal>le  land  between  Lynes'  mill  creek  and  LittI 
crossing  the  Road  from  Quincy  to  Jackson  Bluff  five  miles  i 
former  place — thence  a  cut  through  a  ridge  200  yards,  twe 
deep  to  the  head  of  a  valley  leading  East,  to  Little  River 
above  the  lower  bridge,  and  in  descending  at  40  feet  per  mil 
kig  throngh  Alston's  plantation  to  the  vaUey,  requiring  an  i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J7 


Mit  }  mile  long  and  20  feet  high,  and  a  bridge  150  feet  iong-^ 
eoce  an  ascent  40  feet  per  mile  for  i  mile,  to  top  of  Ridge  betweea 
[ttle  River  and  Mun roe's  Mill  Creek  with  i  mile  cutting,  twentr 
Bt  deep;  thence  near  the  Qmncj  road  to  the  valley  of  Manroe'a 
ill  Creek,  with  a  descending  grade  of  40  feet  per  mile,  and  reqai* 
ig  tressle-work  800  yards  long  and  twenty  feet  high,  and  bridge 
10  span ;  thence  by  a  valley  running  East,  at  an  ascending  grade 

40  feet  per  mile,  for  ^  of  a  mile,  to  a  ridge  {4  miles  from  the 
sklocknee  River,  at  the  Bridge,)  thence  following  a  valley  on  the 
rth  side  of  the  Road,  to  the  River,  or  leaving  the  3  Notch  Road  4 
les  west  of  the  Bridge,  and  pursuing  a  course  about  east  to  the 
^klockney,  at  Munson's  Mill ;  tbence  following  up  a  valley,  and 
iking  the  Base  Line  about  one  mile  east  of  Joe  Hales'  residence, 
d  not  far  from  the  head  of  Poly  branch ;  thence  oh  to  Tallahaf^see, 

described  above.  In  reference  to  the  portion  of  country  lying 
)8t  of  Tallahassee  to  the  Apalachicola  River,  I  must  remark  that 
9  route  examined  following  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  base 
le  to  the  Tolugee,  and  thence  diverging  to  Rock  Bluff,  is  unquea- 
nably  the  most  direct  route,  and  requiring  fewer  horizontal  curvet, 
d  tess  deep  cutting  and  embankment,  as  also  less  bridging  and 
Iverts,  than  any  other  through  that  section  of  country,  passing 
nerally  through  rather  a  level  country,  and  on  the  dividing  ridge 
tweeii  the  streams  emptying  to  the  north  into  the  Ochlocknee  and 
[>8e  which  fall  in  lower  down.  On  the  upper  roate  examined  by 
)  through  Gadsden  county,  from  the  numerous'  creeks  and  riven 
rough  that  section,  rising  west  and  north  near  the  Georgia  Line, 
d  running  generally  a  South  or  South-East  course,  with  no  lead- 
l  valley  or  ridge  of  any  extent  in  a  direction  eastwardly,  there  would 
much  heavy  cutting  and  filling,  with  a  great  deal  of  horizontal  carva- 
"es,  as  well  as  much  bridging.  The  valleys  of  all  the  streams  to  be 
[>B8ed  between  the  Apalachicola  and  Ocklocknee  on  this  route,  are 
7  deep,  such  as  Mule  Creek,  Tolugee,  Rocky  Comfort,  Line's  Mill 
eek.  Little  River,  Munroe's  Mill  Creek,  and  a  number  of  deep  ra* 
leg,  would  render  the  construction  of  a  road  through  that  immedi- 
)  section  very  expensive,  and  would  requlre^a  very  careful  and 
note  Instrumental  survey  before  the  route  could  be  definitely  loca- 
1.  It  would  certainly  be  much  more  beneficial,  however,  to  the 
mting  interests  of  that  county,  to  have  the  road  through  that  por- 
»n  of  it  At  the  same  time  I  am  free  to  say,  that  for  a  g<3neral  high- 
ly for  travel,  as  also  for  commercial  purposes,  the  most  direct  roate 
tween  the  extreme  points,  should  as  a  general  rule  be  adopted. 
From  Tallahassee  Eastwardly,  tbe  route  would  pass  through  a 
pression  in  the  ridge  East  of  Tallahassee,  and  a  little  South  of 
lines,  Brick-Yard,  with  a  gentle  grade  to  the  Western  end  of  the 
lley  of  Lake  Lafayette,  thence  along  said  valley  to  its  Eastern 
lit  i  mile  North  of  the  Cross  Roads  from  Tallahassee  to  St. 
irki,  at  10  miles  from  the  farmer  place ;  thence  over  a  favorable 
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•oiintry  near  8t  Angastine  road,  to  Roache's  X  Roads,  IS 
from  Tallahassee,  keeping  near  the  base  line  to  the  vicinity  < 
W.  Jones'  Mill ;  thence  a  little  South  of  the  base  line,  cross 
sinking  branch  of  St  Marks  River,  to  the  vallej  of  a  brand 
Marks  coming  from  the  North-East  with  a  gentle  slope ;  thei 
to  another  valley  running  East,  and  passing  a  little  North  < 
Gadsden's  and  Octavius  Gadsden's  residences,  to  the  base  lit 
ridge  near  Gales,  thence  following  the  base  line  through 
Swamp,  (i  mile,  depth  of  water  5  feet,)  to  the  Pinhook  Roac 
mile  North  of  Wakeena  or  Marion  X  Roads.)  thence  thrc 
valley  leaving  Mrs.  Houston's  to  the  South,  down  to  Gormai 
Mill  Site ;  thence  over  a  rolling  country  with  gentle  grad 
moderate  curves  to  Long's  Branch;  thence  along  the  b« 
through  a  swamp  2^  miles  to  the  flat  woods  of  the  Ocilla, 
through  several  swamps  from  i  to  half  mile  in  width,  and  c: 
two  creeks,  one  100  feet,  the  other  400  feet  wide,  to  "W 
Bridge  on  the  Ocilla  River— -or  by  passing  North  of  base  lin 
leaving  Long's  branch,  over  a  rolliog  country  and  striking 
cilia  at  Harrison's  bridge,  where  there  is  a  favorable  crossii 
quiripg  a  Bridge  100  feet  long  and  trestle  work  10  feet  hi 
200  yards  long,  to  high  pine  land  on  the  West  side — on  tli 
aide  is  a  bluff20  feet  high  up  to  the  River ;  thence  through  a 
ble  valley  passing  through  Harrison's  plantation  and  a  little 
of  the  base  line,  and  crossing  the  Hickstown  slough,  with  a 
200  feet  long,  near  the  Koad  to  Madison  Court  House,  thr 
rolling  country  and  requiring  considerable  horizontal  curvatu: 
some  short  but  deep  cuts,  until  we  strike  a  valley  running  jusi 
of  Madison  Court  House;  thence  along  a  ravine  leaving  the 
ry  to  the  North  and  up  a  gentle  slope  to  the  table  land ; 
keeping  on  the  table  land  with  gentle  curves  to  near  Peirsc 
thence  over  a  favorable  country  to  the  Withlacoochee  at  tl 
Spring,  one  mile  above  the  Indian  ford,  high  pine  woods  oi 
aide,  the  banks  of  the  river  nearly  perpendicular  and  compc 
secondary  lime  stone  rock,  the  banks  being  from  25  to  30  fee 
thence  over  a  beautiful,  gently  rolling  pine  country  3  miles 
Okohatchie  drain,  300  yards  wide ;  thence  North  East  to  the 
ahaw  at  Jenney's  Bluff,  2^  miles  below  the  Georgia  line,  B 
feet  high,  requiring  a  bridge  200  feet  long  and  trestle  ifvork 
long  on  the  East  side ;  thence  through  a  rolling  coiintry 
Georgia  line,  8  ipiles  East  of  the  Alapahaw.  From  Madison 
House  this  is  the  proposed  connexion  West  with  Georgia, 
the  Georgia  line  I  examined^  route  running  South,  near  < 
and  crossing  the  Suwannee  near  the  Lower  Springs,  (requi 
Bridge  600  feet  long  and  trestle  work  200  yards  over  the  rivei 
to  intersect  the  route  from  Madison  Court  House  running  £ 
ranjj^e  14,  Township  2,  South.    This  route  from  the  Geoi^ 
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lee  OTor  &  verj  fiiTorable  eonntiy^  and  woold  iifford  a  oonnexioq 
woen  the  Eastern  district  and  Georgia. 

^o  retarn  near  to  Madison  Coart  House  and  take  np  the  rente 
n  the  West,  in  that  vicinity  :  the  roote  should  follow  outthe 
ey  leading  Sonth  of  the  factory,  and  thence  keep  the  table  land 
r  the  stage  road  to  Colun^bus,  over  a  gently  rolling  country,  to  a 
ey  (a  little  South  of  the  stage  road,)  leading  to  the  rjver  about  i  mile 
t£  of  the  bridge  at  Columbus,  inhere  there  is  a  favorable  crossing 
le  river  being  130  yards  wide  with  high  blu^B  on  each  side, 
I  a  back  slough  on  the  East  side  30  feet  above  ordinary  stage, 
through  which  the  waters  flow  at  extreme  high  water,  which 
lid  require  an  embankment  200  yards  long,  and  3  feet  high. — 
I  substrata  of  both  of  the  banks  and  bottom  of  the  river  at  this 
it  are  of  lime  stone  rock,  suitable  for  building  purposes.  This 
ising  is  about  2  miles  South  of  the  base  line.  Thence  a  course 
at  South  East,  near  the  road  from  Columbus  to  Alligator  in  Co- 
bia  County,  the  first  portion  of  the  route  being  over  a  gently 
ng  country  admitting  of  easy  grades,  with  little  horizontal  cur- 
ires  for  some  three  miles,  then  over  a  flat  level  country  for  five 
« ;  then  over  a  gently  rolling  country  to  Johnson's  some  18 
m  from  Columbus ;  thence  over  a  flat  country  with  occasional 
8  to  the  vicinity  of  McClellan's  on  Little  River,  27  miles  from 
ambus ;  thence  12  miles  to  the  vicinity  of  the  tpwn  of  Alligator. 
Di  Alligator,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  heavy  Swamps  and 
>  ravines  of  the  streams  flowing  into  the  South  Prong  of  the  St. 
ys  river,  and  keeping  on  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  waters 
t  Marys  and  those  of  the  San  Taffee  River,  the  route  should  pur- 
a  course  of  about  70^  East,  running  ip  the  vicinity  of  the  Black 
ek  Road,  passing  over  a  favorable  country  wjth  easy  grades  and 
V  small  creeks,  requiring  culverts  to  the  Olns^ee  creek,  12  miles 
3  Alligator  where  a  bridge  of  100  feet  span  would  be  required ; 
ice  the  route  passes  through  a  low  level  coup  try  interspersed 
I  small  pond9  and  cypress  slashes  to  the  head  of  New  River, 
he  neighborhood  of  Weston's,  38  miles  from  Alligator.  Thia 
ion  of  the  route  from  Alligator  will  require  but  little  more  than 
ring  the  Roadway,  and  diti^hes,on  each  side  to  raise  the  Roadbed 
ve  high  water,  with  frequent  culverts  to  pass  off  the  collected 
er.  Iq  the  vicinity  of  this  place,  say  in  Townphip  5  South, 
ige  21  or  22  East,  this  route  would  intersect  the  Air  Line  Road 
1  Amelia  Island  to  Cedar  limeys ;  thence  a  course  about  North 
t  to  Amelia  Island,  the  route  passes  on  the  dividing  ridge  be? 
en  the  waters  emptying  into  the  St.  Marys  River  to  the  North,  and 
le  of  Black  Creek  and  St  Johns  to  the  South  and  East,  the 
ntry  being  flat  and  intersected  with  cypress  ponds  and  slashes, 
no  streams  requiring  extensive  bridging,  and  passing  the  head 
rrout  Creek  and  several  small  branches,  over  a  flat  level  conn- 
to  a  qnarah  on  the  South  side  of  Thomas  Swamp,  and  crossing 


Digitized  by 


Google 


so 

iMiid  marsh  (i  mile)  and  a  oreek  requiring  a  Bridge  90  feet  §\ 
little  North  of  Boat  Swamp,  to  high  piae  land,  thence  across 
aloaghy  dry  at  low  water,  to  another  neck  of  Land  ;  thence 
marab  ^  mile  wide,  to  Halfmoon  Island,  to  the  marsh  of  ^ 
River,  (i  miles  wide,)  the  river  requiring  a  Bridge  of20( 
span,  with  draw  for  the  passage  of  vessels,  there  being  20  fe< 
ter  in  ihe  channel;  thence  across  a  neck  of  high  land  one  a 
Loflin's  Creek,  requiring  a  Bridge  200  feet  long  and  trestle 
one  mile,  to  high  level  land  with  small  wet  slough,  requiring  s 
culverts,  to  the  head  of  a  dry  marsh  north  of  Harrison's  Plan 
''called  Orange  Grove,"  to  the  Isle  of  Pines;  thence  aero 
marsh  of  Amelia  Riyer  1^  miles,  and  Bridge  200  feet  span,  ( 
the  cut  made  by  the  United  States  Grant)  with  a  draw,  to  j 
Island ;  thence  north,  on  said  Island,  3  miles  to  Yellow  Bluff, 
one  mile  south  of  the  site  of  old  town  of  Fernandina,  within  I 
.of  the  St.  Mary's  Bar,  admitting  v-  ssels  drawing  18  feet  of 
with  an  ample  harbor,  completely  land-locked,  for  any  amc 
commerce,  with  25  feet  of  water  immediately  along  side  of  the 
with  a  high  elevated  table  land  within  one  mile  of  the  sea-bead 
abundarce  of  pure  fresh  water,  insuring  health  throughout  thi 
This  terminus  is  wholly  within  the  State  of  Florida,  and  shoi 
Railroad  project  be  consummated,  would  enable  the  State  to 
in  a  few  years,  of  having  as  advantageous  an  Atlantic  city  ac 
bor  for  commercial  purposes  as  any  State  south  of  Virginia, 
would  ask  if  this  is  not  a*:  object  worthy  of  the  co-operatior 
true-hearted  and  patriotic  Floridians  ?  Let  us  then  all  unite, 
Middle,  South  and  East,  to  concentrate  the  energies  of  the  Si 
building  up  a  great  Florida  sea-port  on  the  Atlantic,  corresp 
as  near  as  possible,  with  that  unrivaled  harbor,  Pensacola,  ( 
Gulf,  thus  securing  to  our  State  two  commercial  points,  one 
extreme  South-West  and  the  other  on  the  North-East,  that  wil 
pare  favorably  with  those  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

The  route,  as  described  above,  will  pass  within  12  miles 
Town  of  Jacksonville,  on  St.  John's  River,  this  distance  bein 
a  flat  leve)  country,  intersected  with  small  slues  or  drains,  a 
press  ponds,  over  which  a  Road  might  be  located  without  an 
culty,  requiring  nothing  but  good  ditches  on  each  side,  anc 
culverts  at  intervals  of  half  a  mile,  to  take  off.  the  waters  whit 
lect  in  heavy  falls  of  rain. 

In  regard  to  the  St  John's  being  looked  to,  as  the  main  tei 
of  so  great  an  enterprise,  I  regret  sincerely  it  is  not  in  my  po 
recommend  it,  from  the  fact  of  there  not  being  sufficient  d< 
water  on  the  Bar  at  its  mouth  to  admit  the  larger  class  of  sea 
era  or  sail  vessels,  there  being  at  low  water  not  over  nine  fe< 
often  less ;  and  the  prospect  of  improving  it,  so  as  to  give  a  ( 
4raft,  is  so  distant  m  to  forbid  any  oalcuTations  l^eing  made  o 
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TIm  mettnired  dtstancei  on  the  map,  by  kn  air  iia«  from  the  Apit<^ 
«hieola  River  eastward,  are  as  follows: 

rom  Rook  Bluff,  on  the  Apalachicola  River,  to  Tal- 
lahassee,           ....  40    mites. 
Add  15  per  cent  for  variation  from  air  line,              6  ** 
rom  Tallahassee  to  the  Suwannee  River  65  ** 
Add  15  per  cent,  for  variation  from  air  line               9}  ^ 
rom  the  Suwannee  at  Columbus  fo  intersect  with 
the  Peninsula  Road  in  Township  5,  South,  Ran- 
ges 21  and  22  East               -            -             .  60  '' 
Add  for  variation  from  air  line  3  per  cent                 1}  '' 
rom  intersection  in  Township  5  South,  Ranges  21 

22  East  to  Amelia  Island,         -  -  55  '' 

Add  for  variation  from  air  line  4  per  cent  2^  " 

[aking  the  distance  from  Rock  Bluff  to  Amelia  Isl- 
and -  -  -  -  -  2391     " 

r  the  distance  through  the   Middle  District   120}  miles,  and  the 
Bngth  of  Road  through  the  Eastern  District,  119  miles, 
r  from  the  Apalachicola  River  to  the  intersection 

l¥]th  the  Peninsula  Road^  -  .  182^    miles, 

bence  to  Jacksonville  on  St  John's  River,  36       *' 


Bngth  of  Road  from  Apalachicola  River  to  St  Johns,  218^ 

r  the  distance  from  the  Apalachicola  River  to  Madl- 

Bon  Court  House,  -  -  -  107 

hence  to  the  Geoi^ia  line  east  of  the  Alapahaw,  85 


miles. 


iaking  the  distance  from  the  Apalachicola  to  the 

Georgia  Line,  ....  142    miles. 

rom  the  Georgia  Line  east  of  the  Alapahaw  to  in- 
tersect the  route  to  the  East  of  the  Suwannee,  25     *' 

I  present  no  detailed  account  of  the  cost  of  this  Road  from  the 
ct  that  nothing  more  than  a  reconnoissance  was  required.  But  I 
m  say  with  confidence,  however,  that  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  it 
m  be  constructed  for  as  small  an  amount  per  mile,  as  the  same 
miber  of  miles  of  Road  in  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  as  succinct  and  minute  a  statement  of 
e  difficulties  to  be  overcome  by  a  Railroad  from  the  Apalachicola 
iver  through  Tallahassee  to  tbe  St  John's  River,  Amelia  Island, 
id  the  Georgia  Line  east  of  the  Alapahaw,  as  the  nature  of  the  ex- 
nination  will  admit,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  over  portion* 
'  the  route  t  was  compelled  to  proceed  with  a  guide,  it  may  b« 
MBible  that  I  may  not  in  the  whole  distance  have  foUowed  tbat^ 
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roata  thai  may  be  foUnd  best  when  the.instmmeQta  eonl^  to  U  i 
ito  the  groand. 

With  much  r^pect,  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  aboVe  R 
And    remikin  jour  obedient  servant, 

F.  L.  DANCY, 
State  Engineefi 


[B.] 
taial  Ujf9Ttk 

Office  of  State  ENCiifEES, 
PaiAtka,  Florida/ Noyember  lOdi,  1854 
^o^His  Excellency,  James  E.  Broome, 

Croverillcn'  of  Florida : 
Sir  : — In  obedience  io  jour  inStmctionSy  dated  Noyember 
1853,  after  repeated  interroptiond  and  delays  from  yarions  c 
I  started  on  the  20th  day  of  May;  ultimo,  to  exatnine  the  tipp 
Johns  River,  '^  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  practicabili 
Connecting  its  waters  with  those  of  Indian  River,  by  a  navigab] 
nal,"  "  to  be  laid  before  the  next  General  Assetnbly." 

To  do  this  it  first  became  necessary  to  ascertain  up  to  tehat 
the  St  Johns  is  at  priesent  navigable,  (or  may  be  rendered  s 
moderate  outlay^)  and  then  to  ascertain  the  natore  of  the  inten 
country,  and  the  distance  from  the  point  so  found,  to  a  point  o 
dian  River  at  which  the  same,  or  even  a  greater  draft  of  wate 
be  carried  through  its  length.  In  proceeding  to  ascertain 
facts,  there  being  nO  settlements  On  the  Si  Johns  or  regular 
course  on  its  waters  higher  up  than  Lake  Monroe^  and  being  i 
to  obtain  any  reliable  information  how  high  up  the  River  it 
be  necessary  to  examine,  I  took  passage,  (with  my  party  and  t 
cessary  outfit,  for  both  land  iand  water  transportation,  from  Pi 
on  the  St  Johns  River,  soniid  ninety  miles  from  its  mouth,)  on 
the  steamer  Darlington;  bbund  for  Enterprise  on  Lake  M< 
some  120  miles  above  Palatka,  on  the  21st  day  of  May,  1854 
to  this  point,  the  steamer  Darlingt^in,  measuring  298  tons  and 
ing  4  feet  of  water,  plies  regularly  once  a  week  from  Jackso 
touching  at  all  the  intermediate  landings  on  the  river,  thus  n 
the  distance  now  navigated  by  steamboats  on  the  St  Johns,  oy( 
kundred  miles. 

At  Lake  Monroe  I  was  informed  that  the  Lake  and  River 
then  at  about  the  ordinary  stage.  From  thende  I  proceeded  in 
oared  boat,  with  a  portion  of  my  hands  andbaggage  up  the  river, 
ing  my  teams  and  the  balance  of  my  party  by  land  to  meet  i 
the  Salt  Lake  some  60  miles  distant)  The  Bar  or  inlet  at  the 
•md  of  Lake  Monroe^  had  on  it  at  tMt  time  h  feet  of  yvater^ 
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epth  eontinnes  ov^  a  space  of  some  100  yards  into  the  lake ;  thence 
le  river  is  from  eighty  to  100  yards  wide,  and  meanders  with  gen- 
e  carves  through  an  extensive  prairie  or  marsh,  occasionally  com- 
ig  quite  up  to  the  high  land  on  either  side  of  the  river  bottom.  It 
oniinues  thus,  without  any  very  great  variation,  up  to  the  inlet  from 
•ake  Jessup.  This  Lake  lies  to  the  southwest,  and  empties  into  the 
t  Johns,  some  15  miles  above  Lake  Monroe  ;  the  route  up  the  St* 
ohns  passes  within  sight  of  the  Lake,  but  does  not  enter  it ;  thence 
le  S^L  Johns  continues  with  little  change  in  its  general  features  up 
)  Lake  Harney,  some  40  miles  above  Lake  Monroe.  The  river  rac- 
ier more  frequently,  in  this  latter  distance,  approaches  the  high 
ind  on  either  side — the  water  deep  and  the  curves  very  gentle,  pre- 
mting  no  obstacles  to  navigation,  and  in  fact,  but  for  its  windings, 
jsembles  an  artificial  canal  very  much,  as  there  is  on  either  bank, 
«cept  at  intervals  where  creeks  or  drains  make  in  from  the  prai- 
es,)  an  elevated  bank  from  3  to  4  and  5  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
^ater  in  the  river,  and  from  10  to  30  and  40  feet  wide,  with  a  beau* 
ful  growth  of  live  oak,  hickory  and  various  other  forest  trees  and 
ines  in  the  greatest  profusion  and  luxuriance,  extending  their  foliage 
>T  a  considerable  distance  over  the  waters  of  the  River.  The  trees 
ave  in  many  places  as  much  regularity  as  if  they  had  been  planted 
y  the  hand  of  man.  The  whole  distance  from  Lake  Monroe  to 
.ake  Harney,  the  river  and  the  adjacent  country,  presents  a  most 
eautiful  and  variegated  landscape.  Tlie  marshes  or  prairies  in 
lis  portion  of  the  river  are  in  places  from  two  to  four  miles  in  width, 
ad  would  average  2J  miles;  they  are  occasionally  interspersed  with 
nail  mounds  or  islands  covered  with  timber.  The  prairies  are  suf- 
ciently  firm  for  cattle  to  walk  over  them,  and  are  covered  with 
widen  cane  grass  from  4  to  10  feet  high  and  exceedingly  thick,  af- 
)rding  luxuriant  pasturage  the  whole  year  rolmd  for  stock.  Lake 
[arney  is  some  five  riiiles  m  length  from  North  to  South,  and  from 
i  to  2  miles  wide.  From  tihis  Lake  the  entrance  from  the  South  is 
Bry  shoal  for  several  hundred  yards  into  the  Lake,  there  being  at 
lis  time  not  more  than  thirty  inches  on  the  bar,  thence  South  the 
ver  becomes  quite  narrow,  from  30  to  60  yards  wide  and  very 
binding  for  some  two  miles,  when  it  opens  out  into  a  small  lake  or 
asin  a  mile  wide  east  and  west,  and  i  mile  north  and  south.  At  its 
juth  end  the  nver  enters  by  several  small  slues  or  channels,  the 
widest  not  more  than  30  feet  wide  and  24  inches  on  the  bar  at  the 
ntrance  into  the  Lake ;  thence  the  river  winds  in  every  direction  for 
^enty  miles,  (the  distance  ascended  by  me,)  through  extensive  prai- 
ies  from  5  to  10  miles  in  width,  and  the  channel  frequently  so  nar- 
3w  that  the  oars  of  my  boat  were  often  in  the  marsh  on  both  sides 
t  the  same  time,  with  frequent  shoals  with  not  more  than  two  feet 
f  water  over  them.  After  finding  such  to  be  the  nature  of  the  river, 
nd  so  difi'erent  from  what  I  had  been  led  to  expect,  as  steam  boats 
ad  ascended  even  as  high  as  Lake  Poinsett  during  the  Indian  war> 
5App 
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tvhich  must  evidently  have  been  during  a  very  high  stage  of 
I  at  once  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  cost  as  much  oi 
to  render  that  portion  of  the  river  at  all  times  navifi;able  as  tc 
few  additional  niiles  of  canal  through  high  land,  ana  moreover 
was  no  place  in  that  distance,  (20  miles,)  where  the  river  app 
ed  nearer  than  one  mile  to  high  land  on  either  side,  so  extensr 
the  prairies  in  this  portion  of  the  river.  Again,  Indian  riv 
broad  open  sheet  of  water,  nearly  strait  from  north  to  south,  fr 
Lucie  Sound  to  as  far  north  as  the  Haulover,  in  township  20 
33  £.,  the  same  as  the  south  end  of  Lake  Harney. 

I  therefore  determined  to  return  to  Lake  Harney,  and  exan 
eastern  shore,  to  ascertain  if  a  suitable  place  could  be  found 
for  the  commencement  of  a  canal.  I  found  near  the  south-east 
point  of  high  land  where  there  was  sufficient  water  within  IOC 
of  the  beach,  suitable  for  such  a  purpose.  I  therefore  determi 
survey  the  route  from  that  point,  starting  at  the  ^  mile  station,  b 
sections  20  and  29,  T.  20  S.,  R.  33  east  of  the  public  surveys, 
tended  running  a  due  east  line  to  Indian  River.  After  proceedinj 
4  miles  through  a  flat  level  country,  my  guide  urged  me  to  chai 
course,  that  I  would  otherwise  encounter  an  extensive  cypress  g 
I  did  so,  and  after  several  slight  variations  from  a  due  east  cc 
reached  Indian  River  somewhat  above  the  Haulover  on  the  es 
leading  to  New  Smyrna,  whereas  the  true  line  should  strike 
one  mile  south  of  said  Haulover,  where  there  is  plenty  of  wat^ 
the  shore.  The  distance  across  I  found  to  be  12  miles  901 
The  greatest  elevation  between  the  two  rivers  I  found  to 
feet,  and  this  for  a  very  short  distance.  There  is  but  one 
course  in  the  whole  distance ;  that  is  a  cypress  swamp  which  g 
ly  holds  water.  It  lies  at  the  distance  of  7  2-3  miles  from  Lai 
ney  and  near  the  summit  level.  The  country  is  open  pine  an 
palmetto,  interspersed  with  numerous  cypress  ponds,  mostly  1: 
water,  but  shallow,  none  being  more  than  3  or  4  feet  deep, 
first  3  or  4  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  earth  is  a  compact 
and  black  sand,  and  is  mostly  underlaid  with  marl  or  a  mix 
clay,  shell  and  sand. 

As  the  present  draft  of  water  in  each  river^  from  their  po 
junction  with  the  canal,  is  from  4^  to  5  feet,  I  propose  a  a 
feet  wide  at  bottom,  to  start  from  four  feet  water  in  Lake  H 
and  to  descend  to  the  same  depth  below  the  water  level  in 
River,  and  as  there  is  a  difference  between  the  water  level  of 
Harney  and  that  of  Indian  River  of  3  feet  6  inches,  it  will  g 
the  bottom  of  the  canal  a  slope  towards  the  latter  of  3^  inch< 
mile,  not  sufiicient  to  cause  any  difficulty  in  navigating  the  cs 
sails  or  oars.  I  propose  also,  a  lock  at  each  end,  one  of  six  f 
and  the  other  of  eight  feet.  Likewise  a  basin  or  side  bay  f 
passage  of  boats  about  midway  the  length  of  the  canal.  The 
are  to  prevent  the  flow  of  the  current  through  the  canal,  which 
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ittedy  would  form  a  sboal  or  shoals  at  either  end  of  the  canal.  That 
ere  will  always  be  a  full  supply  of  water  in  the  canal  as  proposed 
r  navigation,  I  have  no  question,  as  the  natural  filtration  alone 
ould  afford  it,  from  the  fact  that  the  shallow  ponds  not  more  than 
feet  deep  are  scarcely  ever  dry,  and  then  the  canal  could  always 
)  kept  full,  should  there  be  any  deficiency  from  that  source,  by  al- 
vving  the  water  from  the  Lake  to  flow  inta  the  canal  through  the 
ck.  The  locks  should  be  of  wood  or  stone,  there  being  an  abun- 
;nce  of  the  latter  material  on  Indian  River  of  an  excellent  quality' 
r  such  a  work,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  expense-  of  build- 
g  with  stone  would  be  but  a  fraction  more  than  of  woodj  and  the 
cks  would  be  much  more  durable. 

The  excavation  for  said  canal,  the  distance  being  twelve  mfles 
id  nine  hundred  feet,  would  require  the  removal  of  3,115,488  cubic 
irds  of  earth,  which  from  its  nature  would  cost  not  more  than  six 
nts  per  cubic  yard,  equal  to  8186,925  98 

be  Locks  would  cost  an  average  of  85,000  each^  10,000  00 

Id  ten  per  cent  for  contingencies,  1,869  25 

aking  the  entire  cost.  $198,795  23 

For  further  information  in  reference  to  the  Canal,  see  the  accom- 
nying  map. 

Now  we  will  enquire,  what  are  the  inducements  for  the  State  to 
pend  such  an  amount  for  this  purpose.  In  the  first  place,  I  have 
en  informed  by  the  State  Agent  for  the  selection  of  swamp  lands> 
at  he  has  taken  the  whole  country  South  of  Township  20,  South, 
loge  33  East,  with  the  exception  of  the  private  grants  and  a  few 
Lctional  Townships,  so  far  as  the  Public  Surveys  have  yet  exten- 
d.  This  would  give  the  State  in  the  district  lying  contiguous  to 
a  Sl  Johns  and  Indian  River,  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lucie  River, 
mething  over  1,300,000  acres  of  land  ;  which,  under  the  present 
rcoinstances,  is  literally  worthless,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  almost 
accessible  either  by  land  or  water,  there  being  as  good  as  no 
r  seaward  from  Indian  River,  that  which  is  known  as  the  bar,  con- 
intly  shifting,  and  has  at  best,  only  from  three  to  five  feet  of  water, 
d  no  roads,  if  we  except  the  Military  Road  from  Fort  Capron  on 
dian  River  across  the  Poninsula  to  Charlotte  Harbor,  on  the  Gulf 
)ast.  This  is  the  only  wagon  road  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
3  routes  travelled  at  this  time  in  all  other  direction^  being  by 
ad  trails  or  horse  paths;  causing  that  whole  region  to  be  a  Terra 
cognitio  to  all  except  a  few  hardy  and  enterprising  adventurers, 
10  have  located  in  defiance  of  all  obstacles,  on  the  Western  bank 
Indian  River,  from  80  to  100  miles  South  of  the  point  where  the 
oposed  Canal  will  enter  said  River.  As  to  the  value  of  thest* 
ids,  I  am  satisfied,  fromjmy  own  observation,  that  there  is  scarcely 
single  mile  in  the  whole  length  of  Indian  River  on  the  Western 
nk,  (which  is  in  general  from  10  to  30  feet  high,  with  miles  of  a 
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bold,  rocky  shore,)  where  small  bodies  of  excellent  land  suitab 
5  to  10  working  hands  could  be  obtained,  and  where  from  th 
licious  and  genial  climate,  most,  if  not  all  the  Tropical  fruit: 
vegetables,  as  well  as  Sugar  Cane  may  be  raised  in  perfect! 
The  lands  back  from  the  River  are,  in  places,  high,  rolling  s 
pine,  and  scrub  oak  ridges,  with  frequent  ponds  and  savannahs 
occasional  small,  rich  hammocks,  and  many  beautiful  pine  i 
convenient  for  stock  raising,  with  excellent  range,  both  on  tl 
John's  prairies  and  in  the  low  lands  and  ponds  intervening  be 
it  and  lodinn  River.  These  lands,  if  furnished  with  a  suitable  ( 
would  in  a  very  few  years  command,  much  of  them,  from  82 1 
per  acre ;  and  their  enhanced  value  would  double,  aye,  treb 
outlay  necessary  to  open  this  Canal.  Beside  which,  Indian 
could  be  made  to  supply  the  whole  of  Florida,  and  in  fact,  the 
Southern  Atlantic  market  with  Fish  and  Oysters  of  the  finest  qi 
It  would  open  an  outlet  to  the  markets  of  the  whole  country 
finest  tropical  fruit  region  in  the  United  States.  Moreover,  no  h 
ier  region  can  be  found  in  America,  than  the  West  bank  of] 
River  and  between  it  and  the  ocean.  In  a  military  point  of 
it  would  be  of  incalculable  benefit,  as  it  would  enable  the  G< 
ment  to  send  troops,  supplies,  dec,  inland  by  water  from  Chad 
S.  C,  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Cape  Florida,  without  the  leas 
ger,  either  from  storms  or  hostile  fleets.  It  would  add  to  the 
merce  of  Florida,  through  the  St.  Johns  River,  an  amount  wfa 
this  day  cannot  even  be  approximated.  This  link  of  twelve 
would  give  to  East  and  South  Florida,  an  improvement  that  wil 
ly  facilitate  their  intercourse  and  commerce  with  the  rest  of  the  ^ 
and  which,  from  the  peculiar  features  of  the  country,  would  do 
what  the  system  of  Railroads  proposed  in  another  communi 
would  do  for  the  other  portions  of  the  State.  This  improv 
would  not  only  benefit  the  lands  immediately  bordering  tb 
rivers,  but  would  extend  its  influence  even  to  the  Everglades, 
which,  if  ever  settled,  (of  which  I  have  no  question  whenever  t 
dians  are  removed,)  the  principal  outlet  will  be'  through*this  ca 
the  North  and  Charlotte  Harbor  to  the  West,  for  all  produ 
raised  in  that  region. 

I  therefore,  feel  myself  fully  justifiable,  in  most  earnestly  r 
mending  that  this  be  one  of  the  first  works  authorized  by  the  C 
al  Assembly,  as  by  inducing  emigration  to  that  portion  of  the 
would  doubtless  have  a  most  beneficial  influence  on  the  few  re 
ing  Indians  now  inhabiting  that  section,  and  would  in  a  few  ; 
(unless  they  should  sooner  be  removed,)  completely  cut  th< 
iVpm  the  Atlantic  sea  board. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  L.  DANCY 
State  Engineer  and  Geolog 
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[C] 

Engineer's  Office,  } 

Palatka,  Fla.,  August,  5tfi,  1854.  y 
His  Excellency,  James  E.  Broome, 

Governor  of  Florida : 
^nt : — In  obedienceto  "  Resolution  No.  3  of  the  General  Assembly 
this  State,  Approved  14th  of  January,  1853,"  I  have  examined 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  report "  upon  the  practicability  of  dram- 
the  submerged  lands,  in  rear  of  St  Lucie  Sound,  comnronly 
►wn  as  the  main  Savannah  in  said  County  of  St.  Lucie."  The 
lyin  making  this  examination,  has  arisen  partly  from  the  want 
;be  necessary  instruments,  and  after  their  receipt,  in  September 
t,  by  the  necessity  of  finishing  certain  other  duties  in  which  I  was 
Q  engaged. 

rhe  St.  Lucie  savannah,  or  "  main  savannah  in  St.  Lucie  County,** 
>  long,  narrow  pond  or  savannah,  lying  nearly  parallel  to  St.  Lu- 
sound,  and  separated  from  U  by  a  ridge  of  sand,  which  is  under- 
1  at  intervals  by  a  shell  or  coquina  rock.  The  horfzontal  distance 
n  the  eastern  margin  of  the  savannah  to  the  margin  of  St.  Lucie 
ind,  at  a  place  known  as  Capt.  Davis's,  is  550  {five  hundred  and 
7)  feet,  with  an  elevation  at  the  highest  point  of  the  intervening 
IB  of  33  feet  and  4  inches.  At  this  point,  a  cut  twelve  (12)  feet 
le  at  bottom  and  side  slopes  IJ  horizontal  to  1  vertical,  will  re- 
re  an  excavation  of  11,000  (eleven  thousand)  cubic  yards  of  earth, 
I  as  the  bed  of  the  savannah  is  15  feet  3  inches  (fifteen  three)- 
her  than  the  watei:-level  of  St.  Lucie  Sound,  there  can  be  no 
ibt  of  the  practicability  of  draining  off  the  water  from  the  savan- 
I,  whose  greatest  depth  does  not  exceed  (5)  five  teet.  Th<#  rock 
ken  of  as  underlying  the  sand  will  be  no  obstacle,  as  it  lies  too 
p  to  interfere  to  any  extent  with  the  excavation.  The  dimensions 
ihe  cut  proposed  is  deemed  ample,  as  the  flow  of  water  at  first 
I  be  so  great  as  to  cause  it  to  wash  out,  and  continue  to  enlarge. 
Phis  savannah  is  the  receptacle  of  much  of  the  water  from  the 
annahs  and  swamps  lying  to  the  westward,  which  in  wet  seasons 
rflow  the  slight  elevations  between  them,  and  run  into  this,  where 
waters  continue  to  accumulate  until  they  obtain  a  sufficient 
jht  for  it  to  overflow  in  its  turn,  and  then  the  waters  are  dis- 
irged  into  the  head  of  St.  Lucie  to  the  South,  and  the  St.  Sebastian 
Jr  to  the  North.  Tliis  Savannah  is  about  (18)  eighteen  miles  long, 
an  average  width  of  (i)  one-half  mile.  It  is  believed  that  from  i 
2-3ds  of  the  land  now  covered  by  water,  as  also  that  occasionally 
►merged,  would  be  very  productive  if  properly  drained,  and  that 
whole  of  it  would,  from  the  genial  climate  in  which  it  lies,  yield 
;ar  cane  and  all  the  Tropical  fruits  in  perfection.  Another  great 
'antage  of  draining  this  savannah,  in  my  opinion,  is,  the  effect  a 
V  oudet  would  have  in  taking  off  the  waters  which  fall  in   the 
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back  country,  which  are  now  dammed  up  and  prevented  from 
ing  into  the  Sound  by  a  ridge  of  sand,  extending  from  the  St.  S 
tian  to  the  St  Lucie  river,  a  distance  of  some  (50)  fifty  mile^ 
back  of  or  to  the  westward  of  Indian  river  and  St.  Lucie  S 
without  a  single  break  in  the  whole  of  this  dbtance  of  any  ( 
quence,  where  the  accumulated  waters  can  flow  into  either  the 
or  sound.  The  waters  consequently,  in  wet^seasons^continue  i 
cumulate  until  nearly  the  whole  back  country  becomes  subuic 
and  as  they  gradually  subside  by  evaporation  and  filtration, 
the  country  covered  to  a  great  extent  with  ponds,  savannah 
swamps.  Now  by  making  this  new  outlet,  and  gradually  coi 
ing  the  various  savannahs  and  ponds  in  a  direction  East  and  ] 
the  ufiect  it  will  have  in  drying  that  whole  country  will  be  imn 
It  is  only  in  this  way  it  can  ever  be  drained  with  any  advai 
and  at  a  reasonable  expense.  The  country  is  so  nearly  level ! 
and  South,  with  a  slight  descent  to  tne  Eastward,  with  the  exe< 
of  the  sand  ridge  above  n>entioned,  that  any  cut  East  and 
would  draw  to  itself  the  waters  from  both  North  and  SoutI 
would  in  a  short  time  form  a  considerable  stream,  and  it  is  n< 
probable  that  throwing  such  a  volume  of  water  into  the  SL 
Sound,  may  cause  such  a  flow  of  water  seaward  as  may  have  i 
eficial  efiect  on  the  bar  at  the  outlet  to  the  ocean. 

Believing  in  the  practicability  of  draining  this  savannah 
deeming  it  both  necessary  and  proper  for  ihe  development  o 
capabilities  of  the  country,  and  that  it  can  be  accomplished  f 
amount  appropriated  by  the  General  Assembly, deducting  thee 
ses  of  the  preliminary  survey  and  examination,  I  have  the  hoi 
request  that  the  amount  appropriated  for  tbfs  improvement  m 
transmitted  to  me,  or  placed  at  my  disposal  without  unnec< 
delay,  that  I  may  have  the  work  executed  at  the  earliest  practi 
moment..  There  were  other  points  examined  by  me,  but  thei 
so  far  exceeded  the  cost  of  the  above  named  point,  without  any  a 
tages  to  counterbalance  the  extra  cost,  that  I  have  had  no  hesii 
in  adopting  the  above  as  the  most  suitable.  This  report,  si 
been  delayed  in  consequence  of  indisposition  since  my  return 
the  south. 

I  remain  very  rypectfuUy,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  L.  DANCY, 
SicUe  Engineer  and  Geologi 
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ATTORNEY  GENERAL'S  REPORT. 


Artornby  General's  Office,      >* 
Tallahassee,  November  16,  1854. ) 
His  Excellency,  Jambs  1^.  Broome, 

Governor  of  Tlorida : 
Jir: — ^In  compliance  with  the  act  of  July  2dd,  1845, 1  have  the 
ior  to  submit  to  your  Excellency, .  to  be  laid  before  the  Legisla- 
j,  a  report  touching  such,  matters  as  I  am  by  law  reqmred  to 
\g  to  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly, 
'he  law  referred  to  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Attorney  General  to 
)rt  "  as  to  the  eftect  and  operation  of  the  acts  of  the  last  ptevi- 
session,  the  decisions  of  the  Courts  thereon,  referring  to  thepre- 
18  legislation  on  the  subject,  with  such  suggestions  as  (m  my 
lioD)  the  public  interest  may  demand.'' 

'he  last  Legislature,  desiring  to  afford  the  people  of  this  State 
i  Banking  facilities  as  the  necessities  of  the  Country  might  re- 
e,  and  at  the  same  time  wishing  to  protect  the  public  against  the 
sequences  of  a  circulation  not  based  upon  substantial  capital, 
ed  into  a  law  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the  business 
anking." 

was  doubtless  supposed  that  the  provisions  of  this  law  were 
ciently  liberal  to  induce  capitalists  to  embark  in  the  business  it 
orlzes,  whilst  the  checks  and  restnctions  embraced  in  it,  would 
^ct  the  public  from  imposition,  and  give  confidence  in  the  circu- 
Q  throughout  t^e  State.  No  effort,  however,  has  been  made  to 
}Iish  the  business  of  Banking  in  this  State  as  authorized  by  the 
and  it  has  been  suggested  as  one  of  the  reasons,  that  any  asso- 
3n  or  Individual  Banker  would,  in  order  to  avoid  the  consequen- 
vhich  might  result  under  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section,  be 
ired  to  keep  on  hand  a  large  amount  of  unproductive  capital,  to 
the  demands  which  might  be  made  for  the  redemption  of  flie 
ilating  notes.  The  stock  required  to  be  deposited  with  the 
ptroller  being  equal  in  amount  with  the  bills  put  in  circulation, 
be  regarded  at  a  sufficient  security  to  the  public  ;  but  if  in  ad- 
1  to  this,*  the  association  or  individual  Banker  finds  it  necessary  to 
on  band  a  liarge  amount  of  gold  and  silver,  yielding  no  divi- 
8  or  interest,  it  is  manifest  that  the  inducements  to  engage  in  the' 
less  must  be  considerably  lessened.  An  amendment  of  the  sixth 
3n,  with  such  other  amendments  of  the  law  as  the  wisdom  of 
legislature  may  suggest,  may  perhaps  result  beneficially, 
vould  farther  suggest  that  this  act  be  so  amended  and  restricted- 
prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges  it  grants,  by  persons  who* 
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may  literally  comply  with  the  pre-requisites  of  the  law,^and  tl 
sort  to  some  State  or  Country  remote  from  cur's  for  the  purj 
issuing  the  notes  countersigndd  by  the  Comph  oiler,  and  trant 
all  other  business  authorized  by  the  act,  making  Florida  but  nc 
ly  the  location  of  the  office  or  place  of  business.  As  the  ac 
stands,  it  is  contended  by  some,  that  there  is  nothing  to  ( 
those  who  seek  the  benefit  of  its  provisions,  to  make  Florida  i 
ity  the  place  of  business. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  tt 
late  quarantine  laws  in  this  State,"  pafesed  at  the  last  session,  t 
Port  Physician  is  only  authorized  to  order  a  vessel  into  quar 
in  case  any  malignant,  pestilential  or  infectious  diseases  have 
red,  or  are  prevailing  on  board.  A  most  important  omission, 
curs  to  me,  has  been  made,  in  not  granting  the  same  authoi 
cases  of  vessels  arriving  from  Ports  where  malignant  or  pest 
diseases  exist  or  are  prevailing,  and  I  respectfully  suggest  th 
priety  of  so  amending  the  law,  as  to  include  the  case  referrec 

By  the  second  section  of  the  "act  to  repeal  an  act  in  rela 
Pilotage  for  the  Port  of  Key  West,"  approved  January  8,  U 
laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  relation  to  pilotage  at  that  port  are 
ed.  The  effect  of  this  provisionj  as  has  been  decided  by  the  ] 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Southern  District,  has  1 
repeal  all  laws  authorizing  the  appointment  of  the  very  coran 
ers  who,  by  the  third  section,  it  was  intended  should  have  the 
to  make  all  necessary  by-laws,  dec,  governing  the  subject, 
consequence,  I  am  assured,  never  was  designed  by  the  Legi 
and  I  call  attention  to  it  with  the  view  that  the  necessary 
ment  may  be  made.  But  a  reference  to  this  act  is  also  made 
more  important  purpose  of  suggesting,  that  the  right  of  the  I 
ture  to  delegate  to  commissioners  the  power  to  make  by-law 
and  regulations,  prescribing  the  duties  of,  and  imposing  p 
upon  pilots  and  masters  of  vessels,  is  very  questionable.  Ir 
am  of  opinion  that  under  the  constitution  no  such  right  exist 
Legislature  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  laws,  and  it 
shift  from  itself  the  responsibility  of  their  enactment,  nor  dele 
any  other  body  the  power  which  the  Constitution  has  alone  c 
to  the  representatives  of  the  people.  Hence  all  laws  declar 
duties  of  pilots  and  masters  of  vessels,  and  imposing  penal 
their  violation,  must  bp  enacted  hy  the  Legislature ;  but  th 
and  details  of  their  execution  may  be  confided  to  the  Gomraisi 
together  with  authority  to  grant  licenses,  and  to  establish  sue 
and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  due  fulfilmenl 
purposes  of  the  law.  By  reference  to  the  act  mentioned,  it 
found  that  the  whole  power  over  the  subject  is  conferred  u[ 
"Commissioners." 

By  authority  of  the  General  Assembly,  a  suit  was  institu 
my  predecessor  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to 
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e  the  question  of  boandarj  between  thin  State  and  the  State  of 
»rgia.  On  my  assuming  the  dAties  of  this  office,  I  made  uiquiriea  * 
0  the  posture  of  the  case,  and  was  informed  that  it  had  been  set 
a  hearing  on  the  second  Monday  of  December  last  The  duty' 
conducting  the  prosecution  of  this  cause  having  been  imposed  on 
Attorney  General,  in  conjunction  with  such  additional  counsel 
hoald  be  engaged,  I  attended  the  last  term  of  the  Supreme  Court 
liV'ashington,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  case,  but  found, 
ny  arriving  there,'that  it  was  not  in  a  condition  for  argument  on 
Jay  fixed  for  the  hearing.  Application  was  made  by  the  counsel  for 
Ida  for  a.  postponement  for  a  fortnight,  in  the  expectation  that  in 
time  the  case  could  be  placed  in  a  condition  to  be  heard.  The 
reme  Court,  however,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  cases  pend- 
felt  it  to  be  its  duty  to  deny  the  application,  and  to  continue 
case  generally  until  the  next  term.  The  second  Monday  in  De- 
her  next  having  been  appointed  for  the  hearing,  it  is  expeeted 
the  case  will  then  be  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the 
rt.  It  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  remark  that  no  blame 
attach  to  my  predecessor  for  the  condition  in  which  the  case  was 
d. 

y  desire  of  the  counsel  for  Georgia,  a  decretal  order  was  enter- 
by  consent,  at  the  last  term,  for  the  appointment  of  commission* 
whose  duty  it  should  be,  first,  to  run  and  mark  a  line  from  the 
iuence  of  Flint  and  Chattahoochee  rivers,  to  the  point  designa- 
by  Ellicott  and  Minor,  under  the  Treaty  of  1795,  between  the 
led  States  and  Spain,  as  the  head  of  St.  Mary  river;  and  second- 
hould  they  find  such  point  not  to  be  at  the  head  of  St.  Marys 
r,  then  to  run  another  line,  from  the  oonduence  of  Flint  and 
ttahoochee  rivers  to  such  point  as  t^ev  should  determine  to  have 
\  the  head  of  St.  Marys  river  at  ^he  date  of  said  Treaty.  Nei- 
party,  however,  was  to  be  concluded  by  the  action  of  the  com*' 
lioners.  It  was  supposed  that  the  execution  of  this  order  would 
erially  expedite  the  cause,  whilst,  on  the  part  of  the  counsel  for 
ida,  it  w*as  hoped  that  the  examinations  by  the  Commissioners 
Id  throw  such  light  upon  the  subject,  as  to  show  satisfactorily 
the  claim  which  Florida  asserts  is  as  well  founded  in  fact,  as 
in  law. 

ubsequently,  it  being  ascertained  that  time  did  not  admit  of  the 
ling  of  two  lines  within  the  period  limited  by  the  Court,  by  a- 
»ment  of  parties  the  decretal  order  referred  to  was  modified  so 
3  authorize  the  Commissioners  to  make  the  necessary  examina*^ 
8  to  determine  the  head  of  St.  Marys  river,  before  running  and 
king  the  line,  the  purpose  being,  if  the  Commissioners  could  a- 
J  on  a  point  as  the  head  of  the  river,  to  have  but  one  line  run. — 
ras  farther  agreed  to  waive  all  departures  from  the  terras  of  the 
;inal  decretal  order,  as  should  be  consistent  with  the  said  modifi- 
on.  The  action  of  the  Commissioners,  under  the  order  and  its 
6Ap 
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BQodification^  and  the  trftnaaotions  eonneeted  therewith,  a 
known  to  your  Excellency,  and  if  necessary  can  better  be  < 
nicated  to  the  General  Assembly,  by  your  Excellency,  than 
self. 

I  am  very  Respectfolly, 

Your  Obedient  Serv't., 
M.  D.  P. 


No.  IV.] 

QUARTER-MASTER'S  REPORT. 


QvABTKB  Master's  Depastmbiv 
April  13th,  1854. 
His  Excellency,  Jajubs  E.  Bbooue, 

Gitoemor  cf  Florida  i 
Sir  :— Yoars  of  the  12th  inst,  calling  for  ^  a  Report  of  tl 
ber  and  description  of  State  Arms,  now  on  hand  at  this  depai 
is  received,  and  in  response  thereto  I  have  the  honor  to  sol 
following  Report: 

Three  pieces  of  Brass  Ordnance,  6  pounders,  with  Ci 
Artillery,  Harness  and  other  Equipments  complete. 

Two  hundred  and  fifly*nine  Muskets  and  ail  EquipmentSj 
ing  Picks  and  Brashes. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  one  Rifles,  with  Equipments  coi 
Three  hundred  and  forty -eight  Pistols,  and  Equipments  C( 
Sixty  one  Muskets,  Three  Rifles,  and  eleven  Pistols  in  i 
and  other^vise  damaged  condition. 

Very  Respectfully, 

Your  Obedient  Serv't 

J.  P.  K.  SAVAGE,  a  I 


CoMiittiiicatioii  froB  Orteance  Departeeit. 


ORtiNANCB  Office, 
Washington,  August  8,  18 
His  Excellency  James  E.  Bboomb, 

Governor  of  Florida  : 
Sib  : — ^Your  letter  of  the  1st  inst,  to  the  Secretary  of  W 
referred  to  this  ofiice.     In  answer  I  have  to  state  that  the 
with  Florida  shows  on  the  books  of  this  office,  that  it  has  eve 
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nfl  to  an  extent  which  will  require  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  year*! 
otas,  according  to  its  present  Militia  return^  to  cover. 
The  adfBnces  exceed  the  dues^  including  the  quota  for  1854,  bj 
6  2-13  muskets,  and  the  apportionment,  according  to  the  latest 
QTB,  amounts  to  68  muskets. 

There  is  a  regulation  established  by  the  President,  in  conformity 
tk  Htke  law  for  drawing  the  Militia,  which  prohibits  issues  to  any 
ite  or  Territory,  to  which  no  arms  are  due ;  so  that  no  issues  can 
made  to  Florida  at  present 

Fhe  within  mentioned  balance  of  996  2-13  muskets  arises  whol- 
from  advances  made  to  the  State  of  Florida  in  August,  1846,  as 
'  accompanying  account  current  upon  the  application  therefor,  of 
ID.  the  J.  D.  Wescott,  and  the  approval  thereof  of  the  Secretary 
War,  with  the  understanding  that  they  were  to  be  charged  to 
State  under  the  law  of  1808. 

rhe  balance  of  252  10-13  muskets  charged  in  the  account  cur- 
t,  arises  from  issues  made  in  1840  and  1843,  and  were  legitimate- 
lebited  to  the  Territory  of  Florida  under  the  law  of  1808. 
Respectfully,  Your  Ob't.  Servant, 

A.  K.  CRAIG, 
— Col.  Ord. 

Tie  State  of  Florida  in  account  current  with  the  United  States. 

DR.  Hivkets. 

To  balanoe  doe  the  United  States  to  end  of  1844, 252  10-lt 

\. 

Utt    "  4  e-ponnder  bronze  gtins,  momited  complete, 

**  800  muBkets  and  acooutremeots, ' 

•*  800  Hairs  rifles  and        do.        

*■  600  pistols, 

<<  800  sets  of  -Cavalry  aocoutremeots, 

The  whole  bebg  equivalent  to,. 1,6^9  S-11 

1,882  2-13 
OIL 

»,  Dee.  81«    By  amxyrtionment  of  anns  for  1846, 94 

i,    «    81.    **  "  u      u        u    1948^ 93 

,  «  SI.  «  «  "  "  -  1847 92 

L  "  81.  «  «  m  u  u  1848 90 

,  "  81.  **  u  .     u  u  u  1849 88 

,  «  81.  "  "  «  «  «  I860 86 

.  «  81.  "  «  M  u  u  1861, 80 

.  •«  81.  "  *  -c  «i  «  1862, ^n 

.  •*  81.  "  "  u  M  u  1858, 68 

,  •*  •«  •«  u  u  u  1864,.: 68 

Balance  dne  the  Unit^  States  to  end  ef  1854,  as  per  eontra,  996  2U 

1,882  2-18 

Balance  doe  the-United  States,  as  per  eontra.. .  ^ 996  2.18 

A.  K.  CRAIG,  Col  Ord. 
Orrum,  WaihioftoD,  Aug.  8,  1868. 
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REPORT  OF  LATE  COMPTROLLER, 


TALLAHASSBBy  NoV.  14| 

To  Jaicbs  E.  Bbookb,  Esq. 

Governor  of  Florida : 
Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  hand  to  yoa,  herewith,  a  state 
my  acooont  with  the  Seoainarj,  School  and  Internal  Impn 
Fund,  that  had  been  placed  in  my  hands  for'investment,  n 
time  when  I  resigned  the  office  of  Comptroller.  My  ^ 
will  be  exhibited  as  soon  as  the  Assembly  shall  have  appoi 
usual  Committee  to  examine  accounts,  which  I  hope  will  I 
«arly  day  in  the  Session. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  BEARD, 
LaU  Cwiptrcih 


The  State  of  Florida  in  account  with  John  Beabd,  Comj^ 

1862.  DR. 

Kov.    11.    To  cash  leot^  on  aoooont  of  Indian  Ho8tilitiee»  $  4,500  00 

1858. 

Kay  *'  $21,000  North  Carolina  Bonds,  with  pre- 

miam  6  1-10,  interest  and  ezchangfe, 22.644  89 

June  "  cash  lent  Duval  County 1,000  00 

Sept    9.     "    "     paid  Treasurer, 892  82 

Nov.     9.     "    «      "  «  97100 

1854. 

Feb.     6.     «    "      **  "  700  00 

March         '*  $48,000  North  Carolina  Bonds,  premium 

4  6-100,  interest  and  exchange,. . .  .i. . . ...  46,816  88 

April  18.     **  cash  paid  Treasurer, 2,166  10 

•— $1 

1862.                                                    CR. 
Nov.   10.    By  amount  in  Comptroller's  hands,  for  in- 
vestment  $18,926  19 

186S. 

April  '*    cash  reoeived  from  Treasurer, 9,000  00 

«    Interest  on  $26,000  No.  Carolina  Bonds, 

from  July,  1862,  to  January,  1868, 780  00 

"    Interest  on  $88,000  Viiiginia  Bonds,  for 

the  same  period, ^ ^ ......  •     1,140  00 

**    Interest  on  $7,000  Georgia,  7  per  cent,  for 

same  period, 246  09 

**    Interest  on  $88,000  Ya.  Bonds,  nrom  Jan< 

uary  to  July,  1868, 1,140  00 

**    Interest  on  $7,000  Geoivia  "*  246  09 

,.«       «        «  $47,000  Nori  Carolina  Bonds 

icQBi  January  to  July,  1868,...  •...«.«     MIO  09 
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1.  1.  **  Interest  on  $47,000  No.  Carolina  Bonds,  1,410  00 
•*  -        "  188,000  Virginia  "    '        1,140  00 

******    $7,000  Georgia  «  246  00 

iicb        **    Cash  reoeiTed  from.  Treasorer, 43,000  00 

$78,e80  19 

RECAPITULATION. 
\e  Seminary  Fund,  ^c.f-in  account  with  JohxBeabd,  ComptroHer. 

DR. 

minary  Fond,  To  amount  mb  per  aooomit» $29.68S  16 

iMol        «         ♦*        "        •*    "        "         16,868  68 

Limp't  "         •*        "        •*    "        *         83,278  41 

$78,680  19 

CR. 

minaiy  Fimd,  By  amoont  as  per  account^ $29,688  16 

iool        "  u        u        u    u        a      16,868-68 

^Imp't"         •'        **        "    "        " 35,278  41 

■ $78,680  19 

The  School  Fund,  in  account  tnth  John  Beasd^  Comptroller. 
58.  DR 

)ril  22.    To  premium  for  excbange $      89  61 

ij      7.      *'  44,000  North  Carolina  Bonds,  -with  6  10- 
100  per  cent  premium,  and  interest  to 

date  purchase, 4,284  00 

pt     9.      "  Cash  paid  Treasurer, 892  82 

54. 

L     16.      '' premium  for  exchange 7  15 

iieh  27.      "  $9,000  No.  Carolina  Bonds,  at  4  6-00  per 
cent  premium,  and  interest  to  date  and 

exchange, • 9,684  10 

xil  18.      **  Cash  paid  Treasurer, 1,061  46 

$16,868  U 

52.  CR. 

>T.   10.    Bj  bfilanoe  as  per  Report^ • $      68  6t 

68. 

0.    22.      <*  Interest  $1 8,600  Virginia  Bonds 666  00 

3ril  22.      "  Cash  receiyed  from  Treasurer, 4,000  00 

ij      7.      **  Interest  on  $10,000  North  Carolina  Bonds 

to  the  1st  January,  1868.  800  00 

ly    81.      <*  Interest  on  same  to  July  1st, 800  00 

'*       "       *'  $4,000  No.  Carolma  Boodi^       120  00 
««        **        «  $18,600  Virginia  ••  666  00 

64. 

a    16.      •*        "       «  $14,000  No.  Carolina      «  420  00 

irdiSO.      *"       *'       <' $18,600  Virginia  *<  666  00 

<*  Cash  receiyed  from  TreMurar, '  9,000  00 

$16,86$  U 
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TJie  Internal  ImprovemetU  Fund,  with  John  Bsass,  Can^ro 

1864.  DR. 

Jan.     16.    To  cosh  for  ezcbaDge $      10  89 

March  27.  '*  $31,000  No.  Carolina  Bonds,  at  a  premi- 
um of  4  5-100  per  cent,  interest  and  ex- 
change,     88,011  88 

April  18.      "  cash  paid  Treasurer, 256  19 

$38 

1852.  CR. 

Nov.    10.    By  balance  as  per  Eeportk I      18  41 

1858. 

May      7.      *'  Interest  on  $14,000  No.  Carolina  Bonds 

to  January  Ist,  1858 ^ 420  00 

July  **  Interest  on  $14,000  No.  CaroUoa  Bonds,        420  00 

1«54. 

Jan.     16.      "        a       u        ^  u        i.  u  420  oo 

March  20.      **  cash  received  from  Treasurer, 82,000  00 

$88, 

The  Seminary  Fund,  in  account  tnth  John  Bbard,  Camptrt 

1862.  DR. 

Nov.  17.  To  cash  lent  the  State  of  Florida,  to  pay 
claims  arising  under  the  Indian  hostilities  of 
1849 $  4,500  00 

1868. 

April  22.     **  cash  paid  for  ezobange, 114  28 

May  7.  **  $17,000  North  Carolina  Bonds  amounting 
with  interest  to  the  day  of  purchase,  and 
5  1-10  per  cent  premium, , ,,    18,207  00 

June  **  cash  lent  Duval  County 1,000  00 

Nov.      9.    "    •*    paid  Treasurer, : 97100 

1854. 

Jan.     12.    "    "      "    forexchange, ,,.  7  71 

Feb.      26.    «    «      «    Treasurer. 700  00 

March  27.  "  $8,000  North  Carolina  Bonds,  with  premi- 
um and  exchange, 8,194  70 

April    18.    <*  cash  paid  Treasurer, 686  4iS 

--$29, 

1862.  CR. 

Nov.    10.    By  balance,  as  per  official  Report  of  this  date,  $18,848  16 

1868. 

Jan.     22.      "  Interest  on  $19,600  Yii^ginia  Bonds, 585  00 

April  22.      ^  cash  received  from  Treasurer, 5,000  00 

25.      *<  Interest  on  Georgia  Bonds, 245  00 

May     7.      «*        J?        "N.Carolina"    60  00 

July    21.      u        «#       «        «  *c    eo  00 

"  «  "Vuginia      "  685  00 

April            "  «•  "  GeoigU      «  245  00 

"  ««  •  "N.  Carolina" 610  00 

1654. 

Jan.    12.       «'  «  "        "           «  670  00 

«  "  "Geoigia       "  245  00 

jM«roh20.      «  "  "Virginia      "  685  00 

'    "  cash  received  from  Treaaorer, 2,000  00 
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0.  VI,] 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Treasurer's  Office,         ) 
Tallahassee,  November  1, 1854. ) 
is  Excellency  Jambs  E.  Broome, 

Governor  of  Florida : 
Sir  : — In  cocnpliaDce  with  the  claties  assigned  bj  law,  I  hare  the 
nor  herewith  to  submit  tey  Reports,  exhibiting  the  total  receipts 
d  expenditures  of  this  Department  for  the  Fiscal  Year  1853,  and 
r  the  jear  ending  October  31,  1854,  the  period  for  the  fiscal  year 
vlng  been  altered  so  as  to  terminate  the  31  st  of  December. 

Very  respectfully, 
C.   H.  AUSTIN, 

State   Treasurer* 

he  Treasurer^  in  account  with  the  State  of  Florida,  for  the  Fiscal 
year  1853. 

».  DK 

»T.  1.    To  balaoee  from  fiscal  year, |     5,884  9S 

•<  atnouDt    **     Auction  Tax, |  1,449  99 

«   •     ♦«        "     Fines, 1,869  86 

*  "        *♦     Licenses, 4,836  88 

•*        "        «      Eevenue,  1847, 41  97 

«        •*            "        1849 29  8» 

"        "        **            **        1860 10  82 

•♦         •*         "             "         1861,. 2,212  93 

"        "            "         1862,. 46,188  88 

•••«••            •*         1863^ 1,478  82 

— ■ I  67,102  47 

•*        «    loan  from  School  Fund,  by  authori- 
ty of  Gov^emor  and  Comptroller,  10,000  00 

*  **    received  from  United  States,  on  ao- 

.  count  of  Indian  hostilities  of  1849,  2,884  40 

^  "  from  lands  bought  in  for  Taxes,.. .  175  89 
**        **    Loan  from  Internal  Improvement 

Fund  to  pay  Indian  Hostilities,  Act 

89,Ch.618of  1868, 26,000  00 

"    Balance. 8,928  02 

1109,876  31 
CR. 

By  CJomptroUer's  warrants  paid, ^8^,981  90 

«•  amount  paid  on  account  of  Indian  hostili- 
ties     26,669  64 

*'  amount  from  lands  bought  in  for  tazes^. .        248  62 
*•      "       Treasury  certificates  redeemed,..  1  26 

"      «*       Taxes  refunded 16  00 

**      piofitandlofls, ^ 10  00 

1109,876  81 
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The  Treasurer  in  account  toiih  the  Internal  Improvement  F 

1853.  DR. 

Not.  1.    To  balance  as  per  last  Report;.  ,..,* $51,748  86 

"  amount  received  from  sales  of  land  by 

Register, 2,162  05 

**  Bonds  received  from  sales  of  land  hj 

Register, 2,697  85 

**  amount  received  from  State  Register,. . . .    20,250  10 
"        "  "  "     interest  account,...  86  98 

|7« 

1853.                                                          CR 
Jan.       7.  By  amount  refunded  Wm.  Watson,  for  im- 
proper entry  of  land,  War.  162, 4  $ 

"  amount  returned  W.  M.  Garrison,  as  per 
Act  of  Assembly,  viz.,  cash  $82,45,  bond 

$87,45 

24.     "  War.  343  fav.  W.  R.  Hay  ward,  this  fund's 

portion  of  $200,  for  extra  services, 

Skoamp  Land  Fund  for  the  for  the  following  advances: 
Feb.     18.  By   War.  378  favor  J.  J.  Brvant,  selecting 

Swamp  lands $    250  00 

April  23.    "      "       477     "    F.  L.  Danoey,  Eog.  and 

Geologist  saOary, 421  80 

July      5.    "      *•       708    **    same, 500-00 

Sept.  26.    "      "       802     "     W.  J.  Young,  Instructs. 

<tc  for  Eog.  and  Geol.,        198  50 
80.    "      "       825    "    F.  L.Dancey,Eng.and 

Geologist  salary,. 500  00 

United  States  for  advances  of  Indian  JffosiiWies.asfolUtes : 
Feb.   17.  By  loan  to  State  of  Florida,  under  Act  89, 

•*  Ch.  518,  of  1 853, « $10,000  00 

Sept.  SO.    '*  loan  to  State  of  Florida,  under  the  same,    15,000  00 

21 

Jaa    17.    **  War.  665,  favor  D.  S.  Walker  Expenses 

of  land  sale, ^ 

July     6.    "  Calhoun  County,  War.  715,  favor  8.  Rich- 
ards, loan  to  said  Countv,  Act  27,  Ch. 

838,  Sec.  1,  of  1850....* 

Sept.    9.    "  Gadsden  County,  loan  by  authority  of 

Comptroller, 1 

<*  Bonds  still  due  for  land  sales,  carried 

down, 31 

"Cash, II 

"$7! 

To  amount  brought  down,  due  by  Swamp  Land, $  1,870  80 

"      due  by  U.  folates  for  Indian  hostilities, 25,000  00 

"        "    "    Cnlhoun  County,... 660  00 

«    "    Gadsden    "       1,150  00 

"        "        "    on  bonds  for  land  sales, 82,076  09 

«      cash  on  hand, 16,669  16 

$7( 

Note. — ^By  reference  to  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  fiscal  ye 
k  win  be  seen  that  the  sum  of  $27,640  was  transferred  to  the  Comptroll< 
tetlment. 
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Th€  Treasurer  in  account  with  the  School  Fund, 
186S.  DR 

oT'r  1.     To  balance  per  lait  Report; I  4.182  8S 

"   Amouot  received  from  sales  of  land,....       8,948  49 
"        "        bonds        "        "    "     »*     ....  716  88 

ti.     "        "        received  from  Marion  Ck>aoty,  on 

accuant  of  loan 1,000  00 

"        "        received  from  lands  redeemed,         896  04 
"        "  **         "      Stated  Register, 

from  February  7  to  October  4, 
as  proceeds  from  land  sales,. . . .     12,992  62 
**        **        received  on  interest  account. . . .  892  S% 

— . 124,128  91 

CR. 
eb'y  17.    Bj  United  States  for  loan  to  the  State  of 

Florida  for  Ind.  hostilities $10,000  00 

pril  22.     "    amount  transfeired  to  John  Beard,  Comp- 
troller, for  investment, 4,000  00 

"  «  paid  W.RHavward,  late  Treas- 
mer,  this  funas  portion  tor  ex- 
tra services,.. , ^...  6000 

**    bonds  from  land  sales, 2,668  58 

"    cash  on  hand, 7,889  64 

124,128  07 

>  amount  advanced  for  Indian  hostilities, $10,000  00 

"  transferred|to  Comptroller  form  vestment. . . .  4,000  00 
**      bonds  for  land  sales 2,668  61 

cash  on  hrfnd, ,      7^99  54 

^         -^ $24,068  07 

7%6  Treasurer  in  account  with  the  Seminary  Fund, 

53.  DR. 

iv'r.   1.    To  balance  per  last  report,, $4,644  66 

"    amovnt  received  from  laud  sales,. .' 278  68 

**        "      bonds        "      «         '•      660  00 

"        **      received  from  State  Register,  (from 
February  7  to  October  4,)  proceeds 

land  sales, 2,968  86 

•*        "      received  on  interest  account, 71 

. .—  $8,827  SI 

OR. 
iri  22.    By  amount  transferred  to  Jotm  Beard,  Comp- 
troller, for  investment. $6,000  00 

tV    81.      **         •*        this  fund's  portion  of  $200  pf.il  W. 
R.  Hay  ward,  late  Treasurer,  for 

«ztra  services, 16  00 

**        **        bonds  from  land  sales, 2,864  07 

'*    cash  00  band,. 948  24 

$8,827  II 

mooDt  transferred  to.  John  Beard,  Comptroller,  for 

investment. $5,000  00 

-      bonds  unpaid 2,864  07 

•Qpahonhsnd , 948  24 

$8,813  81 
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A  Summary  cftU  Rutipis  and  PaymetUt  at  the  Treamy  inriiy 
ihB  Fiscal  Year  185a 


tSlO.181  It 


RECEIPTS. 

Od  aceooot  of  the  State  of  Florida, |ioo  ^7  ^^ 

"        •*       "  Internal  ImproyemeDt  Fuod^ 1&,1S0  65 

•*•*•*  School  Funa, 24*128  07 

•*        "       "  Seminary  Fund, [/,        M27  81 

PAYMENTa 

On  aeeoount  of  the  State  of  Florida, $109  87ft  81 

1        u        u  Internal  Improvem'tFund,  solosi  80 

I        »         u  t^"^^  ^"i^-^ 14-^60  00 

*,         «    "Seminary  Fund, 5  oi5  00 

BtlMoe.  Bonds, 137,108  69 

^^^ 16,088  82— 162,1«7  01 

1210,18811 

The  Treasurer  in  ace&unt  wUh  the  State  of  Florida,  fnm  Naum- 

her  1,  lS5S,jo  NovemLer  I,  1854. 
18M.                                        '     j>K 
KovV.   1.    To  amomit  received  from  auction  tax,. $  2  817  84 

r       u         r  ."     f!"^»' 1,626  80 

„        ^  .  Licenses. 6,068  06 

^        ^  ^  "     Keveouel862,...       1,408  88 

2        2  1  "  "        1S6S,...  49.849  41 

**       1864....       2,086  78 

^  162.801  11 

Hot*!    1.    By  balance  per  last  lant  report, f  8  928  62 

*H    •°^"°'  Comptroller'g  wnrnints  paid 48^872  60 

«•        «        P«<a  on  account  of  Ind.Wtilit'8,  4,682  21 

^        ~        Treasury  certificates  redeemed,  10  46 

lands  bought  iu  for  taxes „  839  62 

*«^«*' 668  00 

• $62,801  11 

The  Treasurer  in accountwUh  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund. 
1864.  p,^ 

JToT.  1.    To  amoQot  bronsfht  from  foniw  aeeouut,do« 

by  Swamp  Land  Fund |  i,870  80 

due  by  U.  States,  ad van<-ed  on  ao- 
«        «  -    ..  J?T^   ^"''''*"    lioftiliiie^   26,000  00 

«        •  u    a  i^"".'''V°  County,  for  luiiu,        660  00 

^  "     ••  Gadsden      ♦•         "      -         IJ50  qq 

m        Z         '^^"•""^''•y^nds  for  land  tales,  82,076  09 
•tih  OD  band  from  former  aooount*   16,669  16 

-     "••ivwIfitxnJ.Beiird.UteOoiiip.  tH4li  II 

trailer,  u  wainwrnUd 

fUlf 
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lof .  1.  To  MttooDl  r«Mir#d  from  State  Regbler  freoi 
Not.  7,  1863,  to  Oct 
2, 1864,  fh>m  sales  of 

land 26.264  8» 

**        ••  -        "    lutereat  account, 1,866  48 

1103.808  06 

1858.  OR.  

By  loan  to  Swimp  Lnnd  Fund,  an  follow*: 
Dea    81.    Warrant  118,  faror  P.  L.  Duncey,  Eiig.  and 

Sur^  for  salary 600  00 

1864. 

Pebt    14.        ••    191  and  268.  same,  expense  Surrey 

Riilniad  ruute, 212  00 

April  22.        "         260,  same,  Eiig.  Ac,  salary 600  00 

July    10.        «         895,  suiTie,      »'  "  . .         600  00 

Aug  and         **    868,  475.  476.  and  468  to  468,  favor 
Sept  B«net  <&  Teasdiile.  U.  R.  Reed,  nnd 

others,  for  expeii?**?  of  survey  of  St 

Johns  and  In.lian  Rin'r 862  68 

••  464  t«»  474.  f.ivur  J3.  net  <&  Teas  Inle, 
Htiford,  Russell  nnd  othfrn,  expenses 
survey  of  St  Lucie  Savannah, 469  14 

By  amount  transferred  to  Jno.  Beard.  Comp- 

iroiliT.  for  nivftil  nient 

"       **      due  by  SwHuip  Lnn^l  Fund,  l»ro*t 

down  to  be  carried  forward 

*      ••      due  by  U.  SUito^,  for  advances  on 

count  of  Indian   luHtilitieH,  bro*t 

down  to  be  c:irrie4l  forwards 

**      •       from  Oalhoun  Coun»y,  bro't  down 

and  carried  forward 

**      **      fiom  Gadsden  County,  same,.  • . . 

"      ••      Bonds  from   former  account,.. , .  .$82,076  09 

Less  amount  collected, 16,21 1  00 

-      **      Oash  on  hand  Nov.  1, 1864 


1864.  Nor.  1. 

Ta  United  States  amount  loan  to  State  on  aeooont  of 

Indian  hostilities. $26,000  00 

"  amoont  due  by  Swamp  Land  Fuud  br<»ught  down,  $8,048  82 
•"•*••♦*  •«        -      former  account,    1,870  80 

$4,914  If 

*•        •*    transferred  to  J.  Beard.  Comp:,  for  investm't,  82,000  00 

••        •*      due  by  Gadsden  County,  bro*t  down,. ...  1,160  00 

-        -    -    Calh<»un      "  u        u       660  00 

"        *•      Bonds  dne  from  bmd  sales 16,866  09 

•        •*      Oashonhand, 28,728  84 


$8,048  8t 

82,000  00 

1,870  80 

26,000  00 

650  00 
1,160  00 

16,866  09 
23,723  84 

$103,803  06 

$103,808  06 


Add  0Ditad  States  for  amount  loanad  to  State  (See 
TkaMurWa  Report  1868)  on  aoe*t  of  Ind.  hoaiiUlies,  6,000  00 

$108,808  06 
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Kon. — Amount  of  State  Boodt  received  from  Jobo  Beard,  late 
Comptroller  for  this  "  Fund," $46,000  00 

The  Treasurer  in  account  with  the  School  Fund, 

1854.  DR. 

lHoy'r    1.    To  amounts  brou^t  from  former  account, 
United  States  for  loan  to  State 

for  Indian  hostilities, $10,000  00 

Amount  transferred  to  ComptV  for  inveatm't,      4.000  00 

••        bonds  for  land  sales, 2,668  68 

**        cash  on  hand, 7.339  64 

$24,068  (rt 

April  18.          **        received  from  John  Beard,  Comp- 
troller, uninvested  balance $  1,061  45 

26.  *•        received  from  lands  redeemed. ...  87  60 

•  «*  **      from  State  Register, 

from  November  7,  1868,  to  Oc- 
tober  2.   1854,  from  proceeds 

land  sales, 7,237  58 

**        received  on  Interest  account, 888  7ft 

$88,298  01 
^  CR. 

BTov'r    1.    By  amounts  brought  down  to  be  carried  for- 
ward, United  States  for  loan  to 

State  for  Indian  hostilities. $10,000  00 

■*        **         transferred  to  John  Beard,  Comp- 
troller, for  investment, 4,000  00 

"    bonds  from  land  sales, $  2,668  5$ 

Less  amount  collected,^ , 1,249  64 

$1,418  89 

March  20.      *'    amount  transferred  to  Comptroller  for 

investment, 9,000  00 

June    17.      "         "        Warrant  854,  for  D.  S.  Walker, 

Register,   expenses  land  sales,  144  00 
"        Warrant  372,  for  W.  P.  Cun- 
ningham, teacher, , . . . .  60  00 

"        ••        cashonhand, 8,670  12 

$88,293  01 

To  amount  brought  down,  United  States,  for  loan  to 

State  for  Indian  hostilities,. 10,000  00 

"        **        transferred  to  J.  Beard,  Comptroller,  for  in- 
vestment,   8,1000  00 

•*        «        bonds  for  land  sales, 1,418  89 

<*        •*        cashonhand, ,  8,670  18 

$38,089  01 
Add  amount  loaned  State,  to  pay  expenses  of  General 

Assembly,  January  24, 1851, $28,000  00 

"        balance  (of  principal)  on  bond  for  loan  to 

Gadsden  County, 6,768  88 

$80,768  88 

$68,862  89 
NoTr — Amount  of  State  bonds  received  from  John  Beard,  late 
Comptroller,  forthis  fund, $41,600  00 
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Th$  Treaiurer,  in  aecotwt  ttiik  tJie  Seminary  Fund, 

18M.  Bit 

Not.  1.    To  amomrts  from  former  aecoonts : 

**  amouut  f raijsfvrred  to  Compt'r,  for  investm't,   $5,000  00 

•♦      **       Bonds  uupnul, 2,864  09 

"      "       Cashonhand, 948  24 

18,812  81 

April  IS.   **      "       received  from  J.  Beard,  Comptroller, 

as  unexpeDded  babiuce,  ^  888  46 

«      "  «.         »<      State  kfgrister,   frdm 

.  Nov.  7,  1863,  to   Oct  2,  1854,  from 

laudsales, 8,189  86 

**      •*      0a  iuleieat  account, 826  92 

113,167  65 

1854.  OR. 

Hot.  L    By  amouota  brought  do-^n  to  be  carried  forward : 
**  amount  tiaiisferred  to   Comptroller,  for  in- 

veatment, (5,000  00 

*•      *•        Bonds  for  land  sales, $2,864  07 

liess  amount  collected, ^  • ... .         885  49 

1,528  68 

JiirchSO.  "      •*        transferred  to  Com  p.  for  investm*t,  2,000  00 

•*      *'        Cashonhand. 4,638  97 

fl8,167  66 

To  iiDoant  brought  down,  via : 

^  amount  transferred  to  Comptroller,  for  investment,.. .  7,000  00 

*     -       BondauncoHected,..* 1,528  58 

•»     "       Caahonhand, 4,688  97 

$18,167  55 
Add  United  States  for  this  amount  loaned  to  State  to  paj 

Indian  boetilitiea, $4,500  00 

Loan  to  Duval  County,  April  20,  1858 1,900  00 

$6,600  00 

$18,667  65 
Korc — Amount  received  from  John  Beard,  late  Comptroller,  in 
StateBonda  for  tbia  **  Fund," $48,500  00 

A  Sumwiary  of  the  Receipts  and  PaymenU  at  the  Treasury  from 
November  1,  1853  to  November  I,  1864. 


RECEIVED. 

Oiaeeoont  of  State  of  Florida $62,801  51 

♦*  Internal  Improvement  fund, 74.632  75 

"        "SchoolFuod, 19,298  01 

**       •*        "  Seminary  Fund, 8,167  55 

-— . $164,894  It 
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lULTMENTa. 

Oaaeeoaat  of  State  of  Honda, |e2,2SS  61 

•«•«•*  Internal  Irnproreraeot  Fund^ 95.048  82 

••        •«        *•  School  Fund, 9.204  00 

••        «•        "  Seminary  Fund, 2.000  00 

BaUmee,  (eaah  t87,600.98,  bonds  |18,812.56,> 66,418  49 

1164,814  If 


TALLAHiSSEE  FVIID. 

Trbasuhkr's  Opncc,    ) 
Tallahassbs,  NoTember  1, 1854. ) 
HU  Exeellencj  Jambs  E.  Broome, 

Governor  of  Florida : 
Sir: — 'Vh^  Tallahassee  Fund  has  1,300  acres  of  land  ansnid,  and 
m  cash  balance  of  Ofty-two  44-100  dollars  on  hand,  and  owe^tha 
tarn  of  2843  12-100  dollars  (principal)  as  far  as  inform  ition  r*sfi  be 
obtained.  Some  additional  value  has  lieen  given  to  the  land  bj  the 
emigration  to  that  part  of  the  State,  I  have  made  the  effort  to  close 
the  rem-iinder  of  the  Fund;  it^  present  creditors  are  unwilling  so  far 
to  purchase  land  for  their  claims  (as  has  been  done  previoaslj,)  nor 
has  application  been  made  for  its  pnrchase  l>y  others. 

Very  RespectfQlljr, 

C.  H.  AUSTIN, 
Treasorer  and  Ez-Officio  Commissioaer  Tallahassee  Foni 
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HOUSE  JOURNAL.     ' 


%mxu\  0f  t|e  f  r0mljing$ 


OF  THE 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


OF  THB 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  FLORIDA. 


SEVENTH  SESSION, 

k^nu  asi  HeM  at  the  Capitol  in  tke  City  of  Tallaliassce,  oil 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBEE  2T,  1854. 


^alla|assff : 


OFFICE  OF  THE  FLORIDIAN  &  JOURNAL 

rSIKTSD  BT  DTEB  <fc  WiIXIAUS. 


1854. 
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MONDxVY,  November  27th,  LS^l. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  the  Constitution  of  tliis  State  for  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  House  of  Representatives  was 
called  to  order  by  F.  L.  Villepigue,  Esq.,  Secrelary  of  State,  who 
proceeded  to  call  the  roll  by  Counties;  when  the  following  mem- 
bers appeared,  presented  tbeir  credentials  and  w  ere  sworn  in  by  C, 
H.  Austin,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  to-wit: 


ram 

Walton 

Countj/y 

GiLKs  BowrRs, 

tt 

Holmes. 

u 

Di;Mrsi:r  Fexxell, 

ti 

Jackson, 

t( 

JOUX    B.  WlUTEUURST, 
ArSTERLITZ    L.    RiVEIRE, 

(t 

Gadsden 

€< 

Miles  M.  Joiixstox, 

D.    W.    IIOLLA^IAX, 

Paul  Drs>ruKEs, 
N.  D.  Zeigler, 

(t 

Leon 

<C 

R.  A.  SiiixE, 

John  B.  Galbraith, 

it 

Jefferson 

ti 

John  F.  Dewitt, 

« 

Hamilton 

it 

Joseph  R.   Haddock, 

<t 

Duval 

tt 

Melton  IIaynes, 

tc 

Nassau 

tt 

Hakley  Jones, 

iC 

Orange 

tt 

Algernon  S.  Speeb. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  on  motion  of  R.  A.  Shine,  tho 
House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 


TUESDAY,  November  28th,  1854. 

Tho  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  was  called  to  order. 
The  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read  and  approved. 

The  roll  being  called  by  Counties,  the  following  members  appeared 
^nd  took  their  seats: 
From    Walton    County,         Giles   Bowers, 
"       Holmes         "  Dempsev  Fennell, 

5*       Jackson        "  John  B.  Whiteuurst, 

AusTERLiTz  L.  Riviere, 
William  M.  C.  Neel, 
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From    Gadsden  County, 


"  Calhoun  " 
"  Franklin  " 
«      Leon  " 


«  Waktdla  " 

"  Jefferson  « 

«  JModwon  « 

"  HamUton  " 

"  Columbia  « 

«  Z>tt»aZ  ** 

"  Nassau  '* 

"  Orange         " 

"  St.  Lucie  " 

"  Marion  ^  Sumpter 

«  ictjy  " 

"  Alachua  " 

*'  Hillshoro'  " 


Miles  M.  Johksto]^^ 
d.  w.  hollahan^ 
Paul  Dismukes, 
N.  D.  Zbigler. 
Joel   Porter, 
James  P.  Penn, 
John  B.  Galbraith, 
Richard  A.  Shine, 
Joseph  B.  Christie , 
Green  Chaires, 
A.  R.  Coombs, 
John  F.  Dewitt, 
Burton  W.  Bellamy^ 
Joshua  L.  Taylor, 
Barton  C.  Pope, 
Thomas  Lanoford, 
Joseph  R,  Haddock, 
Garrett  VanZant, 
JosiAH  T.  Baisden, 
Darling  C.  Prescott, 
Melton  Haynes, 
Harley  Jones, 
Edward  J.  Dummett, 
Algernon  S.  Speer, 
W.  F.  Russell, 
William  S.  Harris, 
James  F.  Thomson, 
Philip  Dell, 
Jesse  Carter. 


There  being  a  quorum  present. 

On  motion  Mr.  Carter  tooic  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  the  oath  of  office  was  administered  by  C.  H.  Aasdo, 
Esq.,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  Messrs,  Neel,  Porter,  Penn,  Christie, 
Chairos,  Coombs,  Taylor,  Bellomj,  Pope,  Langford,  VanZant,  Baia- 
den,  Prescott,  Dummett,  Harris,  Russell,  J.  F.  Thomson,  Carter, 
and  Dell. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker. 

Mr.  Neel  nominated  Mr.  Shine  of  Leon  County. 

Mr.  Harris  nominated  Mr.  Russell  of  St.  Lucie  County. 

The  vote  was : 

For  Russell — Messrs,  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires,  Chris- 
tie, Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes, 
Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thomson  of  Levy  aod 
VanZant— 20. 

For  Shine — Messrs.  Bowers,  Dismuke^,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Hoi- 
)aman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Riviere,  Russell, 
^peer,  Whiteburst  and  Zeigler-^H. 
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Mr.  Russell  was  declared  duly  elected  Speaker  of  the  House. 
On  motion,  Messrs.  Galbraith,  Harris,  and  Thomson  of  Levy  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  conduct  the  Speaker  elect  to  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  retarned  his  thanks  to  the  House  in  an  appropriate 
address. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Chief  Clerk. 
Mr.  Harris  nominated  Hugh  A.  Corley. 
The  vote  was : 

For  Corley — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Bowers, 
Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dismukes,  Dum- 
mett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  John- 
ston, Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Ri- 
viere, Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thomson  of  Levy,  VanZant,  White- 
hurst  and  Zeigler — 33. 
Bla:?k — Mr.  Neel — L 

Mr.  Corley  was  declared  duly  elected  Chief  Clerk. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Assistant  Clerk. 
Mr.  Harris  nominated  Mr.  William  Scott  of  Jefferson  County. 
Mr  Shine  nominated  Mr.  Alexander  S.  Johnson  of  Leon  County. 
The  vote  was : 

For  Scott-— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs,  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Had- 
dock, Harris,  Haynes,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Taylor,  Thom- 
son of  Levy,  and  VanZant — 21. 

For  Jon?¥soN — Messrs.  Bowers,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Hollaman, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Riviere^  Shine,  Speer, 
Whitehurst  and  Zeigler — 13. 
Mr.  Scott  was  than  duly  declared  elected  Assistant  Clerk. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Enrolling  and  En- 
grossing Clerk. 
Mr.  Harris  nominated  Mr.  Augustus  L.  Fisher  of  Leon  County. 
Mr.  Neel  nominated  Mr.  A*  S.  Johnson  of  Leon  County. 
The  vote  was : 

For  FisHEB — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Har- 
ris, Haynes,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Taylor,  Thomson  of  Le- 
vy, and  VanZant— 20. 

For  Johnson — Messrs.  Bowers,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Haddock, 
Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Riviere,  Shine, 
Speer,  Whitehurst,  and  Zeigler — 14. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  declared  duly  elected  Enrolling  and  Engrossing 
Oerk. 
Tlie  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Sergeant  at  Arms. 
Mr.  Harris  nominated  Mr.  John  C.  Jones,  of  Columbia  County. 
Mr.  Shine  nominated  Mr.  William  McCuUom. 
The  vote  was : 
Mr  Jones — Mj.    Speaker,  Messrs.    Baisden,   Bellamy,  Carter, 
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Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Deli,  Dewitt,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Har: 
ris,  Haynes,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Taylor,  Thomson  of  Le- 
vy, and  Van  Zant — 20. 

For  McCrLLOM — Messsr.  Bowers,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Haddock, 
Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Riviere, 
Shine,  Speer,  Whitehurst  and  Zeigler — 14. 

Mr.  Jones  was  declared  duly  elected  Sergeant-at-Arms, 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Door-Keeper. 

Mr.  Harris  nominated  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell,  of  Madison  Coun• 
Mr.  Shine  nominated  Mr.  John  A.  Kelly,  of  Calhoun  County. 

The  vote  was : 

For  Campbell — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Har- 
ris,  Haynes,  Langford,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Taylor,  Thom- 
son of  Levy,  and  VanZant — 2L 

For  Kelly — Messrs.  Bowers,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Hol- 
laman, Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  iSeel,  Riviere,  Shine,  Speer, 
Whitehurst,  and  Zeigler — 13. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  delared  duly  elected  Door-Keeper. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Galbraith,  a  Committee  of  three  were  appoint- 
ed, consisting  of  Messrs.  Galbraith,  Dell,  and  Shine,  to  engage  the 
services  of  a  Chaplain  for  the  present  session. 

On  motion,  the  olRccrs  elect  were  sworn  by  C.  H.  Austin,  a  Jus- 
tice of  tlie  Peace. 

On  motion,  the  Rules  of  the  last  session  were  adopted  for  the 
government  of  the  House  until  other  rules  shall  be  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter,  a  Committee  of  three  was  appointed, 
consistiuir  of  3U'Ssn<.  Carter,  Shine  and  S])cer,  to  inform  the  Senate 
that  the  House  is  now  organized,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Deli,  a  Committee  of  three  was  appointed,  con- 
?;isting  of  Messrs.  Doll,  Prescott  and  Shine,  to  act  with  a  similar 
Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  and  inform  him  that  the  General  Assembly  is  now 
organized,  and  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  may  be 
pleased  to  make. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  1 1  o'clock, 
A.M. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  29, 1854. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings 
was  read. 

Elijah  Wall,  member  elect  from  Putnam  County,  John  Parsons, 
piember  elect  from  Hernando  County,  and  Benjamin  W.  Thompson^ 
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member  elect  from  Santa  Rosa  County,  presented  their  certifi* 
cates  of  election,  and  were  severally  sworn  by  C.  H.  Austin,  Esq., 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  House  now  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  Printer. 

Mr.  Shine  moved,  as  a  substitute  for  said  motion,  that  a  Commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  receive  proposals  for  the  printing  of  this  House. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  substitute,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bowers,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Haddock,  HoUaman, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Riviere,  Shine,  Speer, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall,  VVhitehurst  and  Zeigler — 16. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Har- 
ris, Haynes,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Taylor,  Thom- 
son of  Levy,  and  VanZant — ^21. 

So  the  substitute  was  lost. 

The  original  motion  was  then  adopted,  and  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  a  Printer. 

Mr.  Galbraith  nominated  Charles  E.  Dj^ke. 

Mr.  Shine  nominated  Benjamin  F.  Alien, 

The  vote  was : , 

For  Dyke — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dummett,  Galbraith, 
Harris,  Haynes,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Tay- 
lor, Thomson  of  Levy,  VanZant  and  Wall — 22. 

ior  Allen — Messrs.  Bowers,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Hollaman, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Riviere,  Shme,  Speer, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Whitehurst  and  Zeigler — 14. 

Mr.  Dyke  was  declared  duly  elected  Printer  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bellamy,  a  Committee  of  three  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Shine  and  Carter,  to  drafl  rules  for 
the  government  of  the  House; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter,  a  Committee  of  three  was  appointed, 
consisting  pf  Messrs.  Carter,  Speer  and  Galbraith,  to  contract 
with  the  Printer  for  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid  foi  print- 
mg  at  the  present  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  Sergeant  at  Arms  was  instructed 
to  furnish  stationery  to  the  members. 

Mr.  Carter  gave  notice  that  he  will  on  a  future  day,  ask  leave  to 
introdoce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Vigil. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  the  Printer  be  instructed  to  furnish  100  prin- 
ted copies  of  the  Rules  of  the  last  session,  for  the  use  of  this  House^ 
which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  a  Committee  of  three  was  appointed  to 
act  with  a  similar  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  the  pnr- 
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pose  of  drafting  joint  rtiles  for  the  regalation  of  the  two  bodies,  da- 
ring  the  present  session. 

Messrs.  Pope^  Speer  and  Dell  were  appointed  said  Comn^ 
tee. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inform  the  Senate  of  the  organ- 
ization of  Ae  Hoiise>  reported  that  they  had  performed  that  daty. 

Mr.  Parsons  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  a  future  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  .W.  W.  Leggett ;  and  also  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Henry  Christie  and  Theophilus  Higginbotham. 

A  Committee  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House  of  the  organ- 
ization of  that  body. 

Mr.  Penn^gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  free  negroes  into 
the  Port  of  Apalachicola. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor and  inform  him  of  the  organization  of  the  General  Assembly, 
reported  that  they  had  performed  that  duty. 

The  following  Message  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  wai 
received  and  read : 


GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMEIfT, ) 
TALLAHAssEtr,  Novembcr  24, 1854.     J 

Ji'elloW' Citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  Ilouse  of  Bepres&ntativea  : 

It  gives  mo  pleasure  to  welcome  you  to  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  favorable  cir- 
cumstances under  which  you  have  assembled. 

During  the  year  now  nearly  closed,  our  State  appears  to 
have  been  especially  favored  by  Divine  Providence.  While 
some  sections  have  been  visited  with  drought,  and  oth- 
ers with  storms  and  floods,  we  have  enjoyed  a  propitioiis 
season.  The  earth  has  rewarded  the  diligent  husbandman 
with  a  fair  harvest,  and  with  remunerating  prices  for  our 
great  staple,  we  may  expect  throughout  our  borders  a  state 
of  prosperity  which  should  be  highly  satisfactory.  But 
this  is  not  the  only  or  even  the  more  important  evidence  of 
such  favor. 

Disease  and  death  have  visited  many  sections  of  our 
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common  country  with  unrelenting  violence.  Insatiable  in 
their  demands,  they  have  spared  neither  age  nor  sex.  Their 
victims  have  been  claimed  from  every  class  and  condition 
—the  tenant  of  the  hovel  and  the  palace  have  alike  be- 
come the  tenants  of  the  grave.  The  benevolent  physician, 
as  he  has  been  ministering  to  the  sick  and  dying,  has  been 
stricken  and  called  to  his  reward  1  The  man  of  God,  while 
pointing  out  to  dying  penitents  the  road  to  Ileaven,  has 
himself  been  summoned  to  that  blessed  abode  1  Human 
sympathy  has  been  awakened,  and  human  benevolence  has 
made  willing  sacrifices  ;  but  no  sacrifices,  however  noble, 
no  sympathy,  however  earnest,  could  do  more  than  miti- 
gate sufiering.  Death  has  done  its  work,  and  whole  com- 
munities have  been  clothed  with  the  habiliments  of  mourn- 
ing. Against  such  visitations,  our  commonwealth  has  been 
mercifully  protected.  The  general  health  of  our  people 
has  rarely  been  better,  and  while  the  afflictions  with  which 
our  sister  communities  have  been  visited,  applies  "most  for- 
cibly to  us  the  admonition,  "  be  ye  also  ready,"  our  extra- 
ordinary exemption  calls  upon  us  for  the  most  humble  and 
devout  gratitude  to  that  beneficent  Being  who,  while  He 
rules  in  the  armies  of  Heaven,  deigns  to  minister  to  His 
creatures  on  earth. 

The  Constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to 
"give  to  the  General  Assembly  information  of  the  state  of 
the  Government,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration 
such  measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient."  In  discharge 
of  this  duty,  I  beg  leave  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  ac- 
companying 

OFFICIAL  KEPORTS. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  shows  that  the  revenue  of 
the  State  for  the  year  preceding  the  1st  November,  has 
been  considerably  in  excess  of  the  disbursements,  and  that 
the  finances  are  in  a  healthy  and  satisfactory  condition. — 
The  amounts  borrowed  from  the  different  State  funds,  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  suppressing  Indian  hostilities,  have 
not  yet  been  refunded  by  the  Federal  Government,  and 
2H 
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It  may  become  ilecessary  for  the  General  Assembly  at  its 
present  session,  to  make  further  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  first,  and  perhaps  the  second  instalments  of  the 
script,  authorized  by  the  last  General  Assembly  to  be  is- 
sued, under  an  Act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  Captain  Sparkman's,  Parker's  and  other  Vol- 
unteer Companies,  for  services  in  the  year  1849."  Ac- 
companying this  Report  is  the  Treasurer's  accounts  with 
the  Seminary,  School,  and  Internal  Improvement  funds, 
•which,  with  the  accompanying  accounts  of  Major  Beard, 
the  Comptroller,  charged  by  law  with  the  investment,  will 
show  the  amount  and  present  condition  of  these  various 
funda,  so  far  as  they  have  been  paid  over  into  the  Treasury. 

The  Report  of  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  fiimishes 
a  most  satisfactory  exhibit  of  the  transactions  of  his  office 
during  the  past  two  years,  with  the  balances  remaining  un- 
paid on  account  of  sales  for  the  various  funds  committed 
to  his  charge,  and  which  have,  therefore,  never  gone  into 
the  Treasurer's  accounts.  I  would  here  remark,  that  such 
is  the  complication  of  duties  under  the  law,  governing 
these  funds,  that  to  procure  information  of  their  condition 
and  extent,  a  careful  examination  of  the  Register's,  Treas- 
urer's and  Comptroller's  accounts  is  necessary.  It  is  re- 
spectfully suggested  that  these  accounts  might  be  simpli- 
fied without  detriment  to  the  public  interest. 

The  accounts  of  the  Register  are  accompanied  by  such 
suggestions,  on  the  subjects  of  Seminaries  and  Common 
Schools,  as  his  observation  and  experience  have  qualified 
him  to  offer ;  and  to  these  your  attention  is  respectfully 
invited.  It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  more  has  not 
been  effected,  in  the  way  of  organizing  Common  Schools, 
but  I  apprehend  that  this  is  not  attributable  to  the  want 
of  a  proper  interest  in  the  subject,  by  those  to  whom  the 
law  has  committed  it,  nor  to  the  want  of  energy  in  the  law 
itself,  but  to  the  insufliciency  of  the  fund.  The  increase 
of  this  fund  is  a  matter  of  great  State  interest,  and  should 
enlist  the  talents  and  efforts  of  every  citizen.    Until  such 
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inci^ease  is  effected,  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  the  ben- 
efits of  the  system  can  become  general. 

The  Report  is  accompanied  by  a  Report  from  the  Board 
of  Education  of  the  State  Seminary  at  Ocala,  in  East  Flor- 
ida, suggesting  measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  fund^ 
and  showing  the  condition  of  the  institution,  to  which  I 
invite  your  attention. 

The  Report  required  by  law  to  be  made  to  the  General 
Assembly,  by  the  Attorney  General,  accompanies  this 
tommunication.  You  are  respectfully  referred  to  it  for 
valuable  suggestions  on  the  subject  of  our  Quarantine  laws, 
Pilotage  at  Key  West,  ahd  for  a  statement  of  the  present 
condition  of  the  suit  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  between  this  State  and  Georgia,  to  settle 
the  question  of  boundary.  On  this  subject  I  will,  at  some 
early  day,  make  to  the  General  Assembly  a  special  com- 
munication. 

The  resignation  of  Major  John  Beard,  as  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  created  a  Vacancy  which  was  fiUed  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Theodore  W.  Brevard,  to  serve  until  the  last 
day  of  the  present  session  of  the  General  Assembly.  On 
the  2d  of  October  last,  I  granted  to  the  Comptroller  a  tem- 
porary leave  of  absence,  and  have  sittce  extended  it,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  having  accidentally  received  a  serious  in- 
jury, which  has  prevented  his  return  up  to  this  date.  I 
have  made  no  ad  interim  appointment,  because  I  desired 
the  benefit  of  his  suggestions  on  the  subject  of  revenue, 
&c.  It  is  hoped  that  he  will  be  able  to  return  and  resume 
his  duties  at  an  early  day,  when  his  report  will  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  General  Assembly. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  General  Re- 
port of  the  State  Engineer  and  Geologist,  with  the  accom- 
panying reports,  marked  A.  B.  and  C.  The  Board  of  In- 
ternal Improvement  will  meet  in  Tallahassee  on  Monday 
the  4th  prox.,  after  which  I  may  make  to  the  General  As- 
sembly a  communication  on  some  of  the  points  embraced 
n  the  General  Report,  f 
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The  l*eport  of  the  Quartermaster  General  shows  the  ntwi- 
ber  and  condition  of  the  State  arms,  and  the  letter  of  Col. 
Craig  of  the  Ordnance  Department,  and  the  account  cur. 
rent  between  the  State  and  the  General  Government,  here- 
with communicated,  shows  tlie  extent  of  our  indebtedness 
for  arms  over-drawn.  This  State  has  made  no  report  of  her 
military  strength  since  the  year  1845,  and  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  the  apportionment  of  arms  to  us  has  been 
annually  diminishing.  'We  have  no  military  organization 
worthy  of  the  name,  and  cannot  expect  to  have  until  the 
State  is  prepared  to  pay  at  least  the  expenses  of  some  pa- 
triotic and  public  spirited  citizen,  who  will  devote  his  time 
and  talents  to  the  work.  A  report  from  the  Adjutant 
General's  ofSce  in  1845,  secured  us  an  annual  apportion- 
ment of  arms  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  what  is  esti- 
mated as  the  equivalent  of  836  muskets,  and  we  have  paid 
more  than  four  thousand  dollars  to  have  them  preserved. 
The  arms  now  on  hand  will  soon  have  cost  the  State  more 
than  their  value,  and  as  there  is  under  our  present  organi- 
zation no  prospect  of  receiving  additions  for  the  next  fif- 
teen years,  I  respectfully  suggest  to  the  General  Assembly 
that  suitable  provision  be  made  for  the  eflScient  organiza- 
tion of  the  Militia  of  the  State,  or  that  the  office  of  Qna^ 
termaster  General  be  abolished,  and  the  arms  turned  over, 
■with  the  other  State  property,  to  the  Treasury. 

SALARIES. 

The  constitutional  provision  that  the  compensation  of 
the  Governor  "  shall  not  be  increased,  or  diminished,  du- 
ring the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,"  re- 
lieves me  from  any  embarrassment  in  calling  your  attention 
to  the  subject  of  salaries.  When  most  of  the  present  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  connected  with  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment were  fixed,  the  expenses  of  living  were  less — ^the 
price  of  labor  less — and  the  duties  of  the  officers  much  less 
onerous  than  at  present.  Under  the  present  scale,  no  man 
having  a  family  to  support  can  afford  to  accept  an  office  in 
the  Executive  Department,  unless  he  has  a  residence  of  his 
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own  at  the  capital,  with  his  own  servants,  and  is  so  situa- 
ted as  to  be  able  to  add  something  to  his  salary  incorae. 
The  salary  of  the  Treasurer  of  tin's  State,  who  is  required 
to  find  good  and  sufficient  security  for  seventy-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  is  charged  with  the  risk,  not  only  of  re- 
ceiving and  disbursing  the  revenues  of  the  State,  but  with 
the  preservation  of  the  State's  property,  and  the  safe  keep- 
ing, disbui*sement,  &c.,  of  the  large  and  increasing  amounts 
of  money  and  bonds  belonging  to  the  Seminary,  School  and 
Internal  Improvement  Funds,  is  several  hundred  dollars 
per  annum  less  than  is  paid  by  the  merchants  of  this  city 
for  competent  book  keepers.  The  subject  is  one  which  calls 
for  examination  J  and  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your  con* 
sideration. 

INDIANS. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  its  last  session,  passed  an  act 
for  the  final  removal  of  the  Indians  from  the  State,  and  for 
other  purposes.  That  act  required  the  Governor  to  raise 
one  Brigade,  to  be  composed  of  one  Kegiment  of  Mounted 
Volunteers,  and  one  Kegiment  of  Infantry,  of  not  more 
than  one  thousand  men  each.  It  required  him  to  commis- 
sion the  officers  elected,  including  the  Brigadier  General 
elected  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
when  organized,  to  tender  the  Brigade  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment for  the  removal  of  the  Indians. 

These  duties  were  purely  executory,  and  finding  them 
wholly  unexecuted  at  the  date  of  my  qualification,  I  com- 
missioned Allen  G.  Johnson,  who  had  been  elected  Briga* 
dier  General  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  placed  him 
under  orders  to  raise  his  Brigade,  with  a  view  to  tendering 
it  to  the  General  Government  as  required  by  the  act. 

He  reports  to  me  that  the  Mounted  Regiment  is  enrolled 
and  ready  for  organization,  but  that  he  has  not  been  able 
to  raise  a  single  company  of  Infantry,  and  doubts  whether, 
under  existing  circumstances,  that  Regiment  can  be  pro- 
cured. This  being  the  case,  I  have  been  unable  to  organ- 
ize the  Brigade  as  required  by  the  act,  and  have  conse- 
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^fjuently  ttiade  no  tendei*  of  its  services  to  the  Federal  Gor- 
fernmeut.  The  further  duties  required  of  the  Governor  ia 
iBxeeuting  thelaw,  were  made  to  depend  upon  the  Govern' 
ment's  refusing  to  accept  the  services  of  the  Brigade,  and 
upon  several  other  contingencies,  neither  of  which  has  oc- 
curred. I  have,  therefore,  issued  no  bonds  and  incurred 
no  obligations  for  the  State ;  and  whilst  I  have  at  all  times 
been  readj  to  act  promptly  in  discharging  the  duties  as- 
signed me,  I  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  make  furthei' 
use  of  the  powers  which  the  act  conferred  upon  the  Execu- 
tive. 

The  failure  to  raise  the  regiment  of  Infantry,  renders  a 
material  modification  of  the  law  necessary,  and  it  is  possi- 
ble that  your  deliberations  may  lead  you  to  consider  im- 
portant changes  desirable.  I  am  advised  by  Capt.  Casey, 
the  agent  of  the  Government,  that  the  Indians  are  peace- 
ably disposed,  and  he  expresses  the  opinion  that  a  rigid 
enforcement  of  the  State  law  prohibiting  all  persons  from 
trading  with  them,  or  in  any  manner  furnishing  them  sup- 
plies, will  lead  at  no  distant  day  to  their  peaceable  emi- 
gration. Having  received  information  that  the  law  had 
been  violated,  I  instructed  the  IJistrict  Attorney  for  the 
Southern  District  to  enquire  into  the  matter,  and  to  use  his 
best  efforts  to  convict  and  punish  the  violators. 

The  duty  of  removing  these  Indians  from  our  State,  has 
been  transferred  by  the  present  Administration  from  the 
Interior  to  the  War  Department,  and  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  General  Davis — a  man  who,  as  a  statesman  and  a  sol- 
dier, has  always  been  equal  to  his  duty.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  while  he  greatly  desires  to  effect  the  object 
peaceably,  he  will  use  coercive  measures  if  necessary,  and 
that  the  Government  is  not  entertaining  the  idea  of  adopt- 
ing a  policy  which  looks  to  a  permanent  settlement  of  these 
people  within  our  borders.  It  will  be  for  the  General  As- 
Bembly  to  determine  whether  the  State  will  wait  longer,  or 
whether  she  will  take  the  matter  into  her  own  hands.  If 
Nve  determine  to  wait,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
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large  discretion  conferred  on  the  Governor  in  tbe  law  of 
the  last  session  be  repealed,  and  that  some  simple  provis- 
ion for  protection  in  case  of  emergency  be  substituted.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  determined  to  proceed  at  once  to 
coercive  measures,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
provision  made  in  the  law  of  the  last  session  will  be  found 
inadequate.  The  appropriation  is  too  small  for  such  a  ser- 
vice, and  the  means  provided  for  raising  the  money  would 
probably  be  unreliable  in  the  present  state  of  financial  de- 
rangements. The  question  is  submitted  to  you,  as  the  peo- 
ple's representatives,  with  a  confidence  that  it  will  receive 
that  careful  consideration  and  prudent  action  which  its 
delicacy  and  importance  demand. 

mTKRNAL   IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution  were  deeply  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  a  liberal  system  of  Internal  Imr 
provements,  and  provided  that  such  a  system  should  be 
encouraged  by  our  State  Government.  The  time  has  prob- 
ably arrived  when  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  our  constitu- 
ents requires  us  to  fix  upon  and  adopt  a  State  system,  aild 
determine  the  extent  to  which  we  can,  as  a  Government, 
aid  in  its  construction.  To  determine  these  points,  and 
act  upon  such  determination,  is  to  aflPect  for  weal  or  for  woe 
the  best  interests  of  our  commonwealth,  and  therefore  in- 
volves grave  and  important  responsibilities.  So  far  as 
these  may  attach  properly  to  the  Executive  Department, 
I  am  prepared  to  assume  them,  and  feel  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  that  in  my  judgment  no  State  system  will  be 
worthy  of  the  name  which  fails  to  connect  Fernandina,  o? 
some  other  equally  accessible  point  on  our  Atlantic  Coast, 
with  Tampa  Bay  in  the  South  and  Pensacola  Bay  in  the 
West.  These  two,  as  great  main  trunks,  would  form  the 
basis  of  a  system  which  would  be  worthy  of  the  "  sea  girt 
State.^'  Less  than  these  would  be  unworthy  of  our  envia- 
ble geographical  position.  These  trunks  would  throw  off 
their  branches,  or  feeders,  to  every  point  where  a  sufficient 
commerce  would  invite  them,  and  thus,  not  only  every  sec- 
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tion  of  uur  State,  but  almost  every  County,  would  share  in 
their  benefits. 

It  has  been  doubted  by  some  whether  such  Roads  would 
pay.   I  have  not  shared  in  such  doubts.    Few  if  any  Roads 
in  the  South,  according  to  their  length,  pass   through  lar- 
ger portions  of  rich   agricultural  country   than  these,  and 
none  i)robably   through    a  greater  extent  of  pine  forests, 
adapted  to  the  business  of  lumber  and  naval  stores.    It  is 
nniformly  conceded  that  Roads  relieved  from  undue  com* 
petitioH,  pay  well  in  good  cotton  growing  districts,  butit  i« 
not  generally  understood  that  one  man  employed  in  the 
turpentine  business,  will  furnish  more  freight  to  a  Railroad, 
than  ten  men  engaged  in  the  culture  of  cotton.    And  yet 
such  is  the  case.    It  has  been  demonstrated  by  at  least  one 
of  our  Southern  Companies,  that  where  a  Road  passes  in 
equal  portions  through  a  pine  forest  unfit  for  cultivation, 
but  abounding  in  naval  stores,  and  through  a  rich  agricul- 
tural district,  the  forest  furnishes  freight  ten  times  as  great 
as  the  agriculture.     In  our  case,  the  two  sources  of  supply 
are  happily  combined— Cotton  and  Sugar,  with  tropical 
fruits,  &C.5  for  winter  transportation,  and  naval  stores  and 
lumber  for  the  summer.     Thus  provided,  it  can  hardly  be 
doubted  that   the   local  business  offered  to  these  Roads, 
would  be  at  least  ecj^ual  to  that  done  on  any  Roads  ia  tho 
Southern  States. 

But  this  is  ^ot  all.    It  must  be  remembered  that  more 

an  one  half  of  all  the  produce  exported  from  the  United 
States  passes  through  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  around  the 
Peninsula  of  Florida,  The  articles  received  in  exchange 
for  this,  are  doomed  to  the  same  tedigus,  hazardous  and  ex- 
pensive navigation  ;  and  when  we  recollect  that  the  extra 
insurance  on  nearly  all  light  goods,  added  to  the  loss  of  in- 
terest by  detention,  would  more  than  pay  the  whole  freight 
from  Xew  York  to  their  place  of  destination,  we  may  rea- 
sonably infer  that  the  through  freight  would  be  an  item  of 
no  small  importance. 

But  these,  however  ample,  would  not  be  our  only  sources 
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of  income.  Our  geographV^al  position  would  of  neceesity 
make  oar  roads  great  mail  routes,  and  the  most  important 
thoroughfares  of  travel  between  th^  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
oceans.  It  is  doubted  whether  their  income  from  through 
travel,  would  be  equaled  by  any  two  Amprican  roads  of 
similar  length,  south  of  New  York.  To  these  advantages, 
local  and  geographical,  may  be  added  another  worthy  of 
consideration.  The  right  of  way,  it  is  believed,  could  be 
procured  on  both  Ifnes,  at  a  cost  merely  nominal ;  both 
roads  would  pass  through  country  abounding  in  the  very 
best  timber  for  superstructure,  and  which,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, has  been  graded  by  nature,  enabling  us,  it  is  believ- 
ed, to  build  first  class  roads  at  much  less  expense  than  any 
of  our  neighbors.  "When  we  consider  all  these  advanta- 
ges, and  contrast  them  with  other  enterprises  already  com- 
pleted, which  are  paying  good  dividends,  and  whose  stock 
is  in  demand  at,  and  above  par,  it  is  difficult  to  resist  the 
impression,  that  our  General  Assembly  acted  wisely  in 
fixing  a  limit  beyond  which  the  annual  profits  of  these 
companies  should  not  be  extended. 

But  suppose  we  are  mistaken  in  the  extent  of  business 
which  would  be  thrown  upon  these  roads,  and  consequent- 
ly in  the  amount  of  profit  to  be  derived  from  the  invest- 
ment, we  should  even  then  find  ourselves  abundantly  re- 
warded, in  having  appropriated  to  purposes  of  profitable 
trade,  at  least  three  of  the  finest  harbors  in  the  South, — in 
having  built  up,  within  our  own  borders,  three  cities  des- 
tined to  become  great  marts  of  commerce—in  having  re- 
moved the  inaccessibility,  which  has  hung  like  an  incumbus 
around  us — in  having  increased  the  happiness,  augmented 
the  wealth,  and  secured  the  prosperity  of  otir  people, •and 
last,  though  not  least,  in  having  blotted  sectionalism  from 
the  map  of  Florida,  and  made  our  people  one  in  interest 
and  feeling. 

That  all  these,  and  other  advantages  would  follow  the 
completion  of  these  great  enterprises,  I  have  no  doubt,  an<J 
that  they  are  worthy  of  the  highest  efforts  of  our  Goveru' 
3H 
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meat  and  people,  there  can  be  no  question.  Let  ns,  there- 
fore, turn  our  attention  to  another,  and  controlling  consid-. 
eration  connected  with  the  subject. 

Have  we  the  ability  ?  To  what  extent  can  the  State  en- 
gage in  these  enterprises  consistently  with  the  best  inte^ 
est  of  the  people,  and  without  a  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ?  These  are  questions  which  deserve,  and  will  doubt- 
less receive,  your  earnest  and  anxious  consideration. 

The  2nd  Sec.  of  the  8th  Article  of  the  ConstitntioQ  de- 
clares as  follows :  "  No  other  or  greater  amount  of  tax  or 
revenue,  shall  at  any  time  be  levied,  than  may  be  required 
for  the  necessary  expenses  of  Government.'*  The  13th 
Sec.  of  the  13th  Article  declares,  that  ^^  The  General  As- 
sembly shall  not  pledge  the  iaith  and  credit  of  the  State  to 
raise  funds  in  aid  of  any  corporation  whatsoever." 

"Whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  of  the  wisdom  of 
these  provisiqns,  all  will  agree  that  they  prohibit  the  gov- 
ernment from  resorting  to  taxation  in  aid  of  internal  im- 
prpvements,  and  deprive  this  State  of  that  description  of 
credit,  upon  which  others  have  relied,  to  the  greatest  extent, 
for  the  success  of  such  enterprises.  We  are  not,  however, 
prevented  from  using  money,  and  other  assets,  which  we 
may  at  any  time  have,  that  are  applicable  to  this  purpose, 
in  such  manner  as  we  may  consider  most  advantageous; 
and  to  this  part  of  the  subject  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  par- 
ticular attention. 

The  Report  of  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  shows  sales 
of  Internal  Improvement  land  to  the  amount  of  $228,- 
121.52,  and  furnishes  estimates  for  the  land  unsold,  which 
would  make  the  fund  965,000  dollar^.  This,  with  the  in- 
terest already  due  and  that  will  accumulate  before  the  fond 
will  probably  be  used,  would  justify  us  in  estimating  it  in 
round  numbers  at  one  million.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
Federal  Government  granted  to  the  State,  in  1850,  all  the 
swamp  and  overflowed  land  remaining  unsold  within  our 
borders  on  the  28th  of  September  of  that  year.  The  se- 
lections under  tbis  grant  have  been  pressed  forward  by  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


19 

State's  agents  with  commendable  energy,  but  are  not  yet 
completed,  and  many  of  those  made  have  not  yet  received 
the  final  action  of  the  Commissioner.  "Without  knowing 
the  extent  of  this  fund,  it  may  not  be  extravagant  to  esti- 
mate it  at  8,000,000  acres,  embracing,  with  much  that  is 
worthless,  some  of  the  most  valuable  land  in  the  State. — 
The  value  of  this  fund  has  been  variously  estimated,  but 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  can  be  relied  on  as  a  safe 
and  suflBcient  security  for  two  million  dollars.  This,  ad- 
ded to  the  Internal  Improvement  fund,  would  give  us  a  re- 
liable security  of  three  million,  with  w^hich  to  commence 
operations.  With  such  a  fund,  we  are  now  called  upon  to 
decide  whether  we  will  begin  the  work  of  frittering  it 
away  in  local  enterprises,  and  as  food  for  local  and  section- 
al prejudices,  or  whether  we  will  adopt  a  great  State  sys- 
tem, and  enter  upon  its  construction  with  a  zeal  and  ener- 
gy that  will  abate  only  with  success — a  system  which  will 
give  us  a  commerce  second  probably  to  no  State  in  th^ 
South,  which  will  build  up  our  infant  manufactures,  increase 
and  develope  our  agricultural  resources,  improve  the  val- 
ue of  our  lands,  fill  up  our  forests  with  an  industrious  and 
happy  population,  and  make  us  a  great  and  prosperous 
commonwealth.    To  my  mind,  the  path  of  duty  is  plain. 

A  road  from  Fernandina  to  Tampa  Bay,  and  one  from  a 
convenient  point  for  intersection  in  Columbia  county,  to 
Pensacola,  would  not  vary  much  from  an  aggregate  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty  miles.  It  has  been  suggested  that  to 
secure  the  construction  of  these  roads,  the  State  might 
well  afford  to  make  a  donation  of  all  the  funds ;  and  that 
with  such  security,  the  companies  could  readily  obtain  the 
money  necessary  for  building.  Again  it  has  been  suggest- 
ed, that  a  loan  of  the  funds  to  the  companies,  to  be  used 
as  a  security,  they  agreeing  to  release  them  at  some  future 
day,  and  restore  them  to  the  State,  would  serve  the  pur- 
pose desired.  To  ray  mind,  the  first  plan  proposed  is  un- 
necessary, and  not  likely  to  meet  with  general  acceptance. 
It  would,  to  some  extent,  be  une(|ual  in  the  distribution  of 
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its  benefits^  because  there  would  be  no  fund  returned  with 
•Which  to  did  in  Constructing  the  branch  roads  necessary 
to  pi'omote  the  interest  of  a  large  portion  of  the  State,  and 
which  should  be  looked  to  as  a  part  of  the  system.  Kor 
is  this  the  only  objection  to  absorbing  and  sinking  the 
fund.  When  it  has  served  the  purpose  in  aid  of  these  va- 
rious works,  it  should  return  to  bless  our  people,  by  build- 
ing a  school  house  in  every  neighborhood,  6nd  securing  a 
good  English  education  to  every  child.  "To  a  loan  there 
are  grave  objections ;  not  the  least  of  which  is,  that  it 
would  not  be  likely  that  the  fund  would  return  to  the  State* 
The  course,  in  my  judgment,  promising  the  best  results, 
and  calculated  most  certainly  to  succeed,  is  for  the  State, 
with  the  consent  of  the  companies,  to  subscribe  for  stock 
to  the  extent  of  ten  thousand  dollars  per  mile,  to  be  paid 
in  State  Internal  Improvement  bonds,  payable  in  ten  years, 
bearing  interest,  and  to  be  delivered  as  required  for  the 
progress  of  the  work  ;  the  payment  for  the  principal  and 
interest  of  these  bonds  to  be  secured  by  the  hypothecation 
to  the  companies  of  all  the  Internal  Improvement  and 
swamp  land  funds,  together  with  the  stock  for  which  the 
bonds  were  given. 

The  subscriptions  should  "be  accompanied  by  a  contract 
on  the  part  of  the  State,  to  sell  the  stock  to  the  companies 
or  their  assignees  at  par,  whenever  they  desired  it,  for  the 
bonds  at  par.  Thus  the  companies  would  be  secured  by 
the  bonds  of  the  State,  the  stock  for  which  they  were  giv- 
en, the  Internal  Improvement  fund,  the  ^Wamp  laud  fund, 
and  the  right  to  convert  the  bonds  into  a  stock  that  would, 
in  my  judgment,  be  second  to  few  in  the  tJuion.  To  these 
securities  the  companies  could  add  their  private  subscrip- 
*  tions  by  hypothecating  the  stock  of  the  road,  which,  for 
the  purposes  of  tRis  argument,  I  will  estimate  at  the  sun^ 
of  two  million,  or  four  thousand  dollars  per  mile.  So  fap 
as  securing  a  loan  would  be  concerned,  the  companies  could 
make  the  State's  securities  as' fully  available  as  if  they 
pwped  the  fund  as  a  donation  ;  and  the  fact  that  the  State 
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Ud  manifested  Jier  confidence  in  them,  by  large  subscf-it)" 
tions  to  their  stock,  would  greatly  aid  their  negotiations. 
In  this  respect  the  companies  wonld  be  benefitted,  while 
the  right  to  convert  the  bonds  into  stock  at  par  would  en- 
ablethem  to  appropriate  to  themselves,  if  they  should  de- 
sire, the  advantages  of  the  whole  enterprise,  as  fully  as  if 
the  State  had  loaned  the  fund^ 

In  speaking  of  the  securities  which  such  a  subscription 
would  enable  these  Companies  to  offers  it  will  be  observed 
that  I  have  said  nothing  of  grants  of  land  by  the  General 
Government,  and  these^  in  some  shape,  they  will  doubtless 
receive. 

The  course  which  I  have  suggested  would,  I  think,  se- 
cure the  early  construction  of  both  roads,  and  the  State 
may  be  easily  protected  from  loss  or  embarrassment  by 
throwing  the  necessary  safe-guards  around  the  subscription 
and  the  issue  of  bonds* 

I  have  thus,  Fellow-Citizens,  expressed  my  opinions  fully 
and  frankly  on  this  subject.  They  are  submitted  for  your 
consideration.  Should  the  course  which  I  have  suggested 
fail  to  command  your  approbation,  then  will  I  most  cheer- 
fully co-operate  with  you  iji  any  other  which  promises 
greater  benefits,  and  is  not  inconsistent  wijth  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution.  That  your  united  wisdom  will  enable 
you  to  adopt  some  system  of  operations  which  will  secure 
the  advantages  so  much  desired,  and  at  the  same  time  be 
safe  and  judicious,  I  have  no  doubt ;  and  having  adopted 
it,  let  us  take  as  our  motto,  ''  Energy  and  Action.  •' 

CHARTERS. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  its  last  session,  granted  several 
charters,  incorporating  Railroad  Companies,  and  among  , 
them  one  styled  the  Tensacola  and  Georgia  llailroad  Com- 
pany. That  charter  gives  a  floating  Eastern  terminus  to  be 
fixed  by  the  directors  of  the  company,  at  any  point  they 
may  select  on  the  line  dividing  this  State  from  the  State  of 
Georgia.  A  road  built  under  it  from  Pensacola  to  the 
junction  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee,  theie  to  connect 
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with  a  Georgia  road  to  skirt  oar  borders  to  the  Atlantic, 
would  prove  a  dangerons  if  Dot  a  successfal  rival  of  one  of 
our  great  State  lines  ;  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that, 
with  the  consent  of  the  company,  the  charter  be  so  modified 
as  to  locate  its  Eastern  terminus  at  Fernandina,  or  at  such 
point  on,  or  near  the  Florida  Railroad,  as  the  company  may 
designate,  and  that  there  be  authority  conferred  to  con- 
struct a  branch  road,  if  they  desire,  to  the  line  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  at  some  point  east  of  the  Alapaha  river. 

So  far  as  Railroads  are  concerned,  it  is  believed  that  we 
now  have  charters  on  our  Statute  Book  which,  with  some 
unimportant  amendments,  will  be  found  sufficient  for  the 
present  wants  of  the  State.  The  construction  of  these  roads 
may  be  greatly  embarrassed  by  the  grant  of  charters  for 
rival  routes,  and  I  respectfully  suggest,  that  all  such  appli- 
cations be  carefully  examined  before  being  acted  on. 

I  received  from  the  Secretary  of  a  Commercial  Conven- 
tion held  in  the  city  of  Charleston  in  June  last,  a  copy  of 
certain  resolutions  on  the  subject*  of  the  Pacific  Railroad, 
accompanied  by  a  communication  from  a  committee  char- 
ged by  the  Convention  with  certain  duties,  and  enclosing 
copies  of  bills,  <fec.,  on  which  the  action  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  State  is  requested.  They  are  herewith  com- 
municated and  your  attention  respectfully  invited  to  the 
consideration  of  the  application. 

TAXATION. 

The  Constitution  requires  the  General  Assembly  to 
adopt  ''  an  equal  and  uniform  mode  of  taxation."  This 
requirement  should  be  obeyed,  or  the  section  amended. 
Justice  would  seem  to  require  the  State  to  distribute  the 
(burthens  of  Government  as  she  does  its  benefits — ^that  those 
who  receive  the  same  measure  of  protection  should  contri- 
bute the  same  amount  to  the  revenue.  This  is  indeed  the 
policy  indicated  by  the  Constitution,  but  I  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  the  present  revenue  laws  of  the  State  fail  to  put 
it  into  practice.  The  law  imposes  a  capitation  and  prep- 
ay tax  upon  Lawyers,  Doctors,  "Weighers,  Inspectors  and 
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Pilots,  juet  as  it  does  npon  Planters,  Manufacturers,  Mer* 
chants  and  Teachers  ;  and  yet^  in  the  case  of  the  former, 
a  tax  is  required  on  their  income,  which  is  not  required  on 
tie  income  of  the  latter.    The  Government  confers  no  more 
protection  upon  the  profession  of  law  or  medicine,  than  if 
does  upon  those  of  agriculture  or  manufactures,  and  it  is 
difiicalt  to  vindicate  the  justice  of  a  law  which  imposes 
upon  them  an  unequal  portion  of  the  burthens  of  Govern- 
ment, ^or  are  these  the  only  classes  against  whom  the  in- 
equality operates.  A  planterin  the  country  purchases  two 
thousand  acres  of  second  rate  land,  for  twenty  thousand 
dollars — he  constructs  a  princely  mansion  and  makes  other 
irapovements  worth  twenty  thousand  more-^he  stocks  his 
plantation  with  horses,  mules,  implements  of  husbandry, 
&c.,  at  a  cost  of  five  thousand,  and  furnishes  his  house  at 
a  cost  of  another  five  thousand,  making  an  estate  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  on  which  he  receives  the  protection  of  the 
Government,  and  for  this  he  pays  8^  mills  per  acre  on  his 
and,  or  the  sum  of  sixteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents.    A  me- 
chanic or  manufacturer,  whose  occupation  requires  him  to 
reside  in  a  town  or  city,  invests  fifty  thousand  dollars  in 
houses  and  lots  for  his  residence,  workshops,  &c.     On  this 
investment  he  receives  the  protection  of  the  Government, 
and  because  it  happens  to  be  within  the  corporate  limits 
of,  even  a  villa,  he  pays  twenty-two  cents  on  every  hun- 
dred dollars  value  thereof,  or  the  handsome  little  sura  o 
one  hundred  and  ten  dollars.    Here  are  two  citizens  en- 
joying the  same  measure  of  protection,  and  under  a  consti- 
tution which  requires  a  "unifortn  mode  of  taxation,"  and 
yet  one  pays  towards  the  support  of  the  Government  more 
than  six  times  the  amount  paid  by  the  other.  Again  the  citi- 
zen who  has  his  estate  invested  at  interest,  or  in  property 
which  pays  a  valuation  assessment,  contributes  twenty-two 
cents  on  each  hundred  dollars ;  whereas  at  the  present 
value  of  slave  property,  it  pays  but  little,  if  any,  over  half 
as  much.    A  man  who  owns  a  saw  mill  worth  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  pays  a  tax  of  eight  dollars  and  eighty  cents ; 
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wlieroas  his  neiglibor,  who  owns  one  thousand  head  of  cat- 
tle worth  the  same  amount,  pays  only  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents.  Can  tliis  be  "  an  equal  and  uniform  mode  of  taxa- 
tion ?"  If  it  is  not,  then  I  apprehend  that  it  does  not  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  Constitution.  The  question  is  one 
of  importance,  because  it  affects  th^  relative  burthens  im- 
posed,  and  benefits  conferred,  upon  every  citizen  by  the 
Government  of  his  State.  It  is  submitted  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  General  Assembly,  and  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  such  modifications' be  made  as  will  conform  the 
law  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  requirements  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

CRIMINAL    PROSECUTIONS. 

Tlic  expenses  of  prosecuting  criminals  in  this  State,  have 
greatly  increased  within  the  last  few  years.  For  the  fiscal 
year  1S50,  they  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $7,457.24  ;  for  the 
fiscal  year  1853  to  $13,172.91,  and  for  the  last  fiscal  year 
to  $13,086.66,  being  an  increase  of  nearly  eighty  per  cent, 
in  four  years.  From  such  an  increase  of  expense  we  would 
naturally  infer  an  increase  of  business,  and  consequent 
augmentation  of  the  receipts  from  that  source ;  but  such  is 
not  the  case.  The  fines  collected  in  1850  amounted  to$l,- 
024.10,  whereas  the  fines  collected  in  1854  were  only  $1,- 
626.60,  showing  that  while  the  expenses  increased  80  per 
cent.,  the  collections  decreased  over  15  per  cent.  The  pay- 
ment into  the  Treasury  from  this  source,  amounts  to  less 
tlian  one  fortieth  part  of  the  State's  revenue,  while  the 
amount  paid  out  is  more  tl^au  one  fifth  of  the  entire  expen- 
ses of  the  State  Government.  This  subject  merits  a  care- 
ful investigation,  and  is  submitted  for  your  consideration 
with  the  hope  that  the  source  of  the  evil  will  be  found,  and 
the  ])roper  remedy  applied. 

retailer's  license. 

That  there  is  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  the  people  of 
this  State  on  the  subject  of  license  generally,  there  cau  be 
no  doubt,  and  that  the  question  has  to  some  extent,  and 
will  probably  to  a  still  greater  extent,  be  carried  to  thebal- 
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lot  box  in  our  politicftl,  elections,  we  have  reason  to  feai*/ 
Like  every  question  affecting  the  people,  it  should  be  re^ 
ferred  to  them  for  settlement,  and  this  I  think  may  readily 
be  done.  The  revenue  laws  of  this  State  restrict  the  Boards 
of  County  Commissioners,  in  the  exercise  of  the  taxing 
power,  to.  levying  a  ta^  not  greater  than  one  half  of  the  tax 
levied  by  the  State,  and  this  restriction  has  been  held  to 
apply  also  to  the  question  of  license.  All  that  is  necessary 
to  enable  each  County  in  the  State  to  decide  the  question 
for  itself,  is  to  remove  the  restriction  on  the  taxing  power. 
The  issue  would  then  be  changed  from  our  political  to  our 
County  elections,  and  would  be  contested  in  the  selection 
of  the  Boards  of  County  Commissioners.  These  elections, 
it  will  be  remembered,  come  off  when  there  is  no  political 
contest  in  the  State,  and  would  be  relieved  from  all  party 
bias.  Kthe  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  is  a  great  evil,  the 
.  people  should  have  the  right  to  relieve  themselves  from  its 
influence,  and  whether  it  is  or  is  not  such  an  evil,  those  af- 
fected by  it  should  have  the  right  to  judge. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  its  last  session,  passed  an  act 
providing  that  "  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors  shall  pay 
annually  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars"  for  a  license. 
This  law,  I  am  of  opinion,  has  been  highly  beneficial,  but 
it  is  urged,  and  with  good  reason,  that  it  is  unequal  in  its 
operation.  It  attempts  to  lessen  the  number  of  retailers, 
but  leaves  untouched  the  dealer  from  one  quart  upwards. 
Should  the  General  Assembly  decline  to  refer  the  question 
to  the  respective  County  Governments,  as  I  have  suggest- 
ed, then  I  Respectfully  recommend  such  an  amendment  of 
the  law  as  will  embrace  those  who  sell  intoxicating  liquors, 
without  reference  to  the  quantity. 

CESSION   OF  WEST   FLORrDA. 

I  have  received  from  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Al- 
abama, a  copy  of  a  5oint  resolution  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  that  State,  approved  February  15, 1854,  proposing 
that  the  State  of  Florida  shall  cede  to  the  State  of  Alabama 
all  that  portion  of  her  Territory  lying  west  of  the  Chatta- 
4H 
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lioochee  and  Apalachicola  Elvers,  with  a  request  thaf  the 
said  resolution  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State.  I  herewith  enclose  it,  and  beg  leave  to  remark  that 
a  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  our  sister  State  would 
transfer  the  city  of  Apalachicola,  the  largest  commercial 
city  in  Florida — would  transfer  the  Bays  of  St,  Josephs, 
St.  Andrews  and  Pensacola — would  cut  oft'  from  our  ju. 
risdictiou  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  valuable  sea 
-coasts  in  the  United  States,  and  would  give  to  Alabama 
instocid  of  Florida,  at  some  future  day,  the  greatcity  of  the 
South.  Such  an  act  of  liberality,  I  humbly  conceive,  is 
more  than  should  be  expected,  and  it  is  not  likely  to  re- 
ceive a  favorable  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  people's 
rei)resentatives. 

6TATE   LIBEAKY. 

The  Library  has  received  large  and  valuable  addifions 
during  the  past  year.  The  duties  of  Librarian  have  been 
discharged  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  his  oflSco  has  been 
used  as  a  Library  Room.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  lar- 
ger room  should  be  i)rovided,  and  a  librarian  appointed, 
with  a  moderate  salary.  The  books  are  of  great  value,  and 
the  duties  of  the  office  are  too  onerous  to  be  made  an  aj>- 
pondage,  without  compensation,  to  any  office  in  the  E.x«c- 
iitive  Department. 

CENSUS    AND   APrOKTIONMENT. 

The  duty  of  providing  for  an  enumeration  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  this  State,  and  for  apportioning  the  Representa- 
tion, will  devolve  upon  the  present  General  Assembly. 

The  Constitution  appears  to  contemplate  the  apportion- 
ment after  the  enumeration,  and  whether  it  will  be  com- 
petent for  the  General  Assembly  to  establish  the  basis  and 
delegate  to  others  the  arrangement  of  details,  &c.,  is  a 
question  worthy  of  consideration.  , 

In  connection  with  this  enumeration,  I  would  respectful- 
ly suggest  that  a  general  table  of  statistics  be  arranged, 
embracing  most  of  the  subjects  in  the  United  States   Cen- 
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8{is  of  1850,  and  adding  the  statistics  of  wealth,  including 
everything  of  value. 

AMEND?JJEXTS  OF  THE  CO^'STIT.UTION. 

The  3rd  Sec.  of  the  6th  Article  of  the  Constitution  pro- 
vides that  "Ko  President,  Director,  Cashier  or  other  ofifi- 
cer  of  any  Banking  Company  in  this  State,  shall  be  eligi- 
ble to  the  office  of  Governor,  Senator  or  Kepresentative  to 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  so  long  as  he  shall  be 
such  President,  Director,  Cashier  or  other  officer,  nor  un- 
til the  lapse  of  twelve  monihs  from  the  time  at  which  ho 
shall  have  ceased  to  bo  such  President,  Director,  Cashier,  * 
or  other  officer." 

The  8th  Sec.  of  the  6th  Article  provides  that  "  ISo  Gov-, 
eraor,  Justice -ot  the  Supreme  Court,  Chancellor,  or  Judge 
of  this  State,  shall  be  eligible  to  election  or  appointment, 
to  any  other  and  different  station,  or  office,  or  post  of  hon- 
or, or  emolument,  under  this  State,  or  to  the  station  of  Sen- 
atpr  or  Kepresentative  in  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
until  one  year  after  he  shall  have  ceased  to  be  such  Gov- 
ernor, Justice,  CJiancellor,  or  Judge.'' 

The  10th  Sec.  of  the  6th  Article  provides  that  "  Xo  Min- 
ister of  the  Gospel  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor, Senator,  or  niember  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  this  State." 

If  there  were  rea&ons  existing  at  the  time  when  our  Con- 
stitution was  adopted  W'hich  justified  the  partial  disfran- 
chisement of  any  citizen,  except  for  crimes  which  rendered 
him  unworthy  of  public  confidence,  it  is  believed  that  they 
no  longer  exist,  and  the  policy  of  excluding  from  offices 
of  trust  any  class  of  citizens,  in  consequence  of  their  occu- 
pation or  profession,  is  exceedingly  questionable.  I  beg 
leave *to  call  your  attention  to  these  sections,  and  respect- 
fully suggest  the  propriety  of  taking  the  necessary  steps 
to  modify  or  repeal  them. 

The  amcnxlment  of  our  Constitution  which  changed  the 
Sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  from  annual  to  biennial^ 
was  adopted  raainly  as  a  measure  of  economy.    An  exan^r 
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Ination  of  the  average  expenses  of  the  Government  before 
and  since  the  change,  will  show  that  the  results  anticipated 
have  been  but  very  partially  realized.  It  is,  indeed,  doubt- 
ed whether  the  true  interest  of  the  State  does  not  call  for 
a,  return  to  annual  sessions.  The  subject  is  worthy  of  the 
careful  consideration  of  the  people's  representatives. 

FEDEEAL    EELATIONS. 

The  present  political  aspect  of  the  non-slaveholding 
States  of  the  Union,  furnishes  cause  for  serious  reflection  and 
apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  South.  In  1850,  we  sub- 
mitted to  a  Compromise,  as  it  was  termed,  which  a  second 
time  branded  us  with  inequality  in  the  Union.  It  deprived 
us  of  our  just  right  to  participate  in  the  settlement  of  Cal- 
ifornia ; — ^it  dismembered  a  slave  State,  under  a  threat  of 
coercion  by  Federal  arms  ; — it  singled  out  from  the  great 
mass  of  property  the  controlling  property  of  the  South,  and 
denied  us  the  privilege  of  converting  it  into  money  in  the 
District  of  Columbia :  and  for  these  surrenders,  what  did 
we  receive  ?  We  were  told  that  we  were  compensated  bj 
a  clear  and  decided  acknowledgment  of  our  constitutional 
rights  on  two  points.  One  was  the  right  to  reclaim  our  fu- 
gitive slaves,  and  the  other  was  the  recognition  and'adop- 
tion,*by  the  Federal  Government,  of  the  great  principle  of 
Non-intervention  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Territories  of  the  Union.  '  We  were  told  that 
the  Wilmot  proviso  had  been  strangled,  and  that  in  future 
the  North  and  the  South,  like  a  band  of  brothers,  were  to 
settle  the  common  Territories,  and  that  they  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  States  when  they  organized  their  Gavemments, 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  the  inhabitants  might  deter- 
mine. With  these  recognitions,  although  but  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  rights  already  possessed,  the  South  rested. 
The  fugitive  slave  law,  although  fair  in  theory,  and  honestly 
and  promptly  executed  by  the  Government,  has  proved  in 
practice  worse  than  useless.  Such  have  been  the  obstructions 
thrown  in  the  way  of  its  execution,  that  in  some  instances 
the  cost  of  recovering  a  single  slave  have  been  more  than 
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twenty  times  bis  value,  while  in  others  the  blood,  and  even 
the  life,  of  the  Southern  citizen,  has  atoned  for  his  temerity 
in  availing  himself  of  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

The  organization  of   tlie  territories  of  Nebraska  and- 
Kansas,  furnished  an  opportunity  for  testing  the  sincerity 
of  the  country  on  the  subject  of  Non-intervention.      The 
introduction  of  the  bills  arrayed  against  the  Constitution 
and  the  South,  the  armies  of  Abolition  fanaticism.     The 
men  of  the  South,  standing  upon  the  Constitution,  cheered 
on  by  a  noble  and  distinguislied  band  of  Northern  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives,  and  sustained  by  the  power  and 
influence  of  a  patriotic  Administration,  achieved  a  victo- 
ry.   The  stnrggle  was  violent  and  protracted,  but  the  Con- 
stitution triumphed.    The  Territories  were  organized.  The 
Missouri  restriction  which,  for  more  than  thirty  years,  had 
been  branding  the  South  with  inequality,  was  repealed.  The 
question  of  slavery  was  referred  to  the  Constitution,  Con- 
gressional non-intervention  established,   and  the  patriot 
permitted  to  hope  that  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and 
equal  rights  under  it,  would  become  the  watch- word  in  ev- 
ry  section.     Such  hopes,  however,  were  doomed  to  an  ear- 
ly disappointment    The  passage  of  these  bills  only  trans- 
ferred the  battle  to  another  field,  and  was  made  the  signal 
for  new  and  fanatic^  organizations  in  the  non-slaveholding 
States.    They  inscribed  on  their  banners,  "  A  Restoration 
OP  THE  MissouEi  Restriction — the  Repeal  op -the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  Law,  and  the  admission  of  no  more  Slave 
States  into  the  Union."    On  such  a  platform  they  have 
met,  and  most  signally  defeated  the  men  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.   They  have,  with  possibly  a  single  exception,   con- 
trolling majorities  in  every  non-slaveholding  State,  and 
have,  for  the  first  time  under  our  Government,  elected  a 
House  of  Representatives  purely  and  wickedly  sectional 
in  its  character.    In  view  of  all  this,  the  South  is  calm  and 
unmoved.    She  is  prepared  to  abide  by  the  Union,  made 
by  the  Constitution,  with  equal  rights  under  it.      Beyond 
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this,  she  will  be  forced  to  act  upon  the  sentiment,  "  A  un- 
ion of  the  South  for  the  protection  of  the  South." 

Pledging  my  co-operation  in  all  constitutional  measures 
<jalculated  to  promote  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  State, 
and  anxiously  desiring  the  blessing  of  God  upon  your  de- 
liberations, I  nm, 

Your  fellow  citizen, 

JAMES  E.  BKOOME. 


On  motion,  of  Mr.  Dell.  1000  copies  of  the  Message,  and  300  cop- 
ies of  the  Jicfoinpanyir^g  Documents,  were  ordered  to  bo  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Honse. 

On  motion,  the  [louse  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  12  o'clock, 
M. 


THURSDAY,  Xovembor  30,  1854. 

The  Roufc  met  pursuant  to  adjoummeut  The  Rev.  Mr.  Tv- 
dings  officiated  as  Cliaplain. 

A  quorum  b?in<^  proson*:  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings 
was  rend,  amended  and  approved. 

Lyman  W.  Rowloy, member  electfrom  Escr.rnbli:  County,  presonl- 
ed  his  corlillcate  of  election  and  was  sworn  by  C.  H.  Auslia,  Esq., 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  vSpcakor  announced  the  following  Standing  Committees: 

Com7?ii!:cc  on  Judiciary.  Committee  on  Claims. 

Messrs.  rOPE,  Messrs.  DELL, 

GALRRAITH,  RIVIERE, 

SHINE,  CHAIRKS, 

PARSONS,  PRESCOTT, 

SPEER,  ROWLEY, 

PORTER,  SPEER. 

Commlilce  on  Finance  and  P id)-    ConiirJllec  on  Lilcr:ial  hiprorc- 
lie  Accounts.  men's, 

Messrs.  PARSONS,  Messrs.  CARTER, 
ZEIGLER,  SHINE, 

PAISDEN,  lENN, 

WHITEHURST,  POPE, 

CARTER,  PARSONS, 

PEWITT.  .     HARRIS. 
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Commitiee  on  Agricvllure. 

Messrs.  BELLAMY, 
HAYNES, 
VANZANT, 
JOHNSTON. 
LANGFORD. 

.  Vommittee  on  Engrossed  and  En* 
rolled  Bills, 

Messrs.  BAISDEN, 
J3  ELL  AMY, 
NEEL, 
DEWITT, 
HAYNES. 

Commitiee  on  Elections, 

Meswa.  PORTER, 
CHRISTIE, 
HADDOCK,  • 

DUMMETT, 
JONES  of  Nassau. 

Commifiee  on  Corporations. 

MessM.  TAYLOR, 

HOLLAMAN, 
THOMPSON  of  Santa  Rosa. 
PRESCOTT, 
COOMBS. 


CommUtce  on  Militia, 
Messrs.  SHINE. 

DISMUKES, 
DELL, 
WALL, 
COOMBS. 

Commitiee  on  Propositions  and 
Grievances, 

Messrs.  PENN, 

JONES  of  Monroe, 
DUMMETl', 
BOWERS, 
CHRISTIE. 

Gommiltee  on  Federal  Relations, 

Messrs.  HARRIS, 
POPE, 
CARTER, 
SPEER, 
BROWN. 

Committee  on  Indian  Affairs* 
Messrs.  SPEER, 

THOMSON  of  Levy, 

CHAIRES, 

JONES  of  Monroe, 

BELLAMY. 


Committee  on  Schools  ^  Colleges, 

Messrs.  GALBBAlTH,  SHINE, 

HARRIS,  SPEER, 

BROWN,  THOMSON  of  Levy. 

Mr.  Thomson  of  Levy  moved  that  a  Committee  of  five  on  "  State 
Lands"  be  added  to  the  list  of  Standing  Committees  of  the  House ; 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  Speaker  announced  the  following  Committee  on  State  Lands : 

Messrs.  Thomson,  of  Levy  Harris,  Parcons,  Dismukes  and  Ri- 
viere. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  House  now  proceed  to  the  electioT^  of 
an  assistant  Enrolling  and  Engrossing  Clerk ; 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Pope  nominated  Mr.  Moses  S.  Atkins  of  Gadsden  County. 

Mr.  Shine  nominated  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Wood  of  Leon  County. 

The  vote  was : 

For  Atki>s — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraith, 
Harris,  Haynes,  Hollamaui  Johnston,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter, 
Prescott,  Rowley,  Thomson  of  Levy,  VanZant,  Wall  and  Zeigler — 
25. 

tor  Wood — 'Messrs.  Bowers,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Jones  of  Nassau^ 
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Lnngford,  Neel,  Riviere^  Shine,  Speer,  Thompeon  of  SaoAta  Roraanif 
Whitehoret— 11. 

The  Speaker  declared  Mr.  Atkins  duly  elected  assistant  Edrollipg 
and  Engrossing  Clerk. 

Mr.  Carter  moved 

That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as  relates  to  Indmns  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs ; 

That  on  Internal  Improvements  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements ; 

That  on  Charters  to  the  Copumitte  on  Corporations ; 

That  on  Taxation  to  the  Comtnittee  on  Finance,  (or  Revenne ;) 

That  on  Criminal  Prosecutions  to  the  Conmnttee  on  the  Judicia- 
ry ; 

That  on  Retailer's  License  to  the  Committee  on  Finance ; 

That  on  the  Cession  of  West  Florida  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary ;  • 

That  on  Amendments  of  t}\e  Constitudon  to  the  Committee  on  &e 
Judiciary ;  / 

That  on  Salaries  to  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grieran- 
ces ; 

That  on  Federal  Relations  to  the  Committee  on  Federal  KeU- 
tions  ; 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Galbraith  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  ''  An  act  to  provide  for  Ae  re- 
linquishment to  the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  title  to  and  juris- 
diction over  lands  for  sites  of  Light  Houses,  and  for  other  purposes 
on  the  coast  and  waters  of  this  Statue ;" 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  ^ovide  for 
the  payment  of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses,  approved  January  8, 
1848." 

Mr.  Prescott  gave  notice  that  be  would  on  some  future  <iay  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  modify  the  license  o&  retailers  of  spirito- 
ous  liquors  in  the  State  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Bowers  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  seme  future  dsj  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  Jurors  and  State  Wit- 
nesses of  the  State  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Carter  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  extending  political  equahty  to  Ignatio*  Pha- 
lez,  Rufino  Phalez,  Marcia  Montes  De  Oca  and  others. 

Mr.  Langford  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  redsce  the  price  of  the-  State  I^ndsia 
Florida. 

Mr.  Speer  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  form  a  new  co«nty  from  a  part  of  Or^ 
ftnge. 
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Mr.  Pope  gave  Dotice  that  he,  would  on  some  future  day  ask  leave 
io  iDtroduee  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Bell. 

Mr.  Penn  moved  that  the   Sergeant-at-Arms  be  requested  to  fur- 
nifth  each  member  of  this  body  with  a  copy  of  the  Constitution,  of 
this  State ; 
Which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Whitehnrst  moved  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  r^equested 
to  call  on  the  Secretary  of  State  for  a  copy  of  the  Acts  and  Reso- 
lutionii  of  the  General  Assembly  ofthe  State  for  1852-3,  and  also  a 
Joomai  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  same 
((^te  for  each  member  of  this  House,  for  their  use  and  convenience 
doring  the  present  session,  and  one  copy  of  Thompson's  Digest  for 
the  Chairman  of  each  Standing  Committee  ; 

Which  nootion  was  carried. 
'  A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  announcing  the  appoint- 
saennt  Qf  Messrs.  Long,  Bird. and  Eppes,  a^  a  Committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  act  with  a  similar.  Conrimittee  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  for  the  purpose  of  drafting  joint  rules  for  the  regulation  of 
the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  during  the  present  session. 
The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 

Senate  Chamber,  November  30th,  1854. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

SiE : — ^The  enclosed  Joint  Rul0s  were  adopted  by  the  Senate  linA 
referred  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Yours  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGOT'ON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
On  motion^  the  aceoippanying  Report  was  received  and  Che  Joint 
Rales  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  House  reconsidered  the  vote  receiving  said  Re- 
port and]  adopting  the  Rules,  and  the  same  wore  referred  back  to 
the  Joint  Committee.. 

On  motion^  the  rules  were  waived  to  permit  Mr.  Carter  to  make 
a  motion. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  that  a   Committee  of  ^ve  oh  Che  State  of  the 
^pitai,  and  a  Committee  or  &ve  on   Census  and  Apportionment  6f 
Representation,  b^  added  to  the  Ust  of  Standing  Committees  of  the 
Hoase  ; 
Which  motion  watf  tarried. 

Mr.  Galbraith,  from  iHe  Cooimittee  appointed  to  select  a  Chaplain 
for  the  House  daribg  the  present  session,  reported  that  they  had  dis- 
chargtsd  that  duty  and  selected  the  Rev.  Mr.  R.  Mc.  Tydings  as  said 
Chaplain ; 
Which  report  Was  received  and  concurred  in. 
On  nlotion,  the  House  adiourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock^ 
AM. 
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« 

STAND'iNO  RULES  tft  TJiE  HOUSE, 

KuLB.  1.  The  Speaker  eball  take  thte  Chair  every  da^* 
irecisely  at  the  hoar  to  which  th^  '  Houi&e  shall  have  ad- 
jonrned  on  the  preoediog  d«y ;  ehiUl  immediately  call  thier 
members  to.  order, -and  on  the  appearance  ai  sl  qnonun'^ 
ihali  cause  the  Journal  of  the  preceding  day  to  be  reacL 

3.  He  shall  preserve  order  and  deoorttm;  may  speak  W 
points  of  order  in  preforenoe  to  other  nemMra,  risiog 
nom  his  seat  for  thht  pnrpose ;  and  sball^  decide  qoesiiMil 
of  order,  subject  to  an  i^peal  to  t&^  Hottse  by  any  two 
members.;  on  which! appeal  no  mtoteber  shatl  i^peak  more 
&an  once,  nlnless  by  leave  of  the  Hons€)V 

5.  He  shilll  rise  to  put  the  qnettion, 'bat  may  stdle  it 
fitting. 

4.  No  member  «hal¥  speak  to  any  otmr,  6r  otbeiMse 
intermpt  the  business  of  the  Honse^  or  fead  any  newspa- 
per,' or  otbc^  paper,  while  the  Journals  o^  otber  publit  pi- 
pers: are  beibg  read,  noi^  pass  between  tihe  Speaker  and 
my  6ther  mtimber  who  may  be  iddressinjr  Ae  Hona^ 

S;^  £^ery|  member,  when  he  speaks,  dvaU  addreA  the 
Ohair,  stan'dfing  in  his  place,  andT  when?  he  has  finished 
tfball  sit  do'#n ;  nor  shall  any  member  speak  more' than 
twi^  on  any  one  stAject  without  lea^e  of  th^'  House. 

6.  When  two  o]^m<»«  members  shiall  riee«at  the  same 
time,  the  Speaker  dftall  ni^ne  the  person  entitled  tOpro^ 
eeed. 

7.  Wh^n  a  men!rt>er  shall  be  ealled  to  ohkr.  lie  shafi 
sit  down  until  the  Speaker  shall*  have  deten^ined  whether' 
he  is  in  order  or  not :  a^d  every  qmestion  ot  order  shaS  be> 
decided  by  th^  Speaker,-  without^^  debate,  subject  to  aii*ap^ 
]^eal  to  the  House. 

8.  If  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order  ttit  words  sM& 
en,  th^  exceptionable  words  shalif  be  immediately  takeli 
down'  in:  Writing  by  the  person  objecting,  thai  th^  Speai- 
te  may  be  better  able  to  judge  of  the  matter. 

9.  No  member  sjiall  «bseht  himself  from  tlie  service  of 
ifhe  Honse  without  leave  of  the  House ;  and  in  case  a  leu 
Bumber  than  a  quorum  shall  convene,*  they  are  herelnr  a# 
l|Lorized  to  send  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  for  (any  or)  ail  ab- 
sent members,  as  the  majority  oi  such  members  present 
efaall  agree,  at  the  expense  of  such  absent  members  ne 
qpectiveiy,  unless  such  excuse  for  non^-atteadaace  shall  be 
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made  at  the  House  (when  a  quorum  is  (ConrAned)  shall* 
judge  sufficient. 

l(y.  1^.0  motion  shall  f>e' debated  until  the  same  sfaal( 
ho  reduced  to  writing,  delivered  in  at  the  table,  read  and 
:^econded. 

11.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall 
h^  received  but  to  adjourn,  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  to  post« 
pone  indefinitely,  to  postpone  to  a  certain  day,  to  commit! 

>  or, to  amend;  wbicAi  several  motions  shall  have  precedeno^ 
in.  fthe  order  in  which  they  stand  arranged ;  and  the  mo« 
tion  for  adjournmeiM^  shall  always  be  in  order,  and  the  mo- 
tions to  ad;|ourn  or  Uy  on  the  table  shall  be  decided  with- 
out debate. 

12.  If  the  question  in  debate  contains  several  points, 
any  member  may  have  the  same  divided. 

13.  In  filling  up  blanks,  the  largest  sum  and  longest 
ftime  shall  be  first  put  in. 

14.  "Vlien  the  reading  of  a  paper  is  called  for,  and  the 
«ame  is  objected  to  by  mj  member,  it  sl^all  be  determined 
by  vote  ot  the  Housci  without  debate^ 

15.  V^hen  the  yeas  agid  nays  shiiU  be  called  for  by  iw9 
lof  the  numbers  present,  every  member  within  the  bar  of 
jtli«  House  at  the  time  the  question  was  put  by  the  Speak- 
«!%  ahall  (unless  for  special  reasons  be  be  exctised  by  the 
Hottse)  declare  openly  and  without  debate  hiis  assent  ov 
dissent  to  the  question.  In  taking  the  yeais  and  nays,  and 
«pofi  the  call  of  the  House,  the  names  of  the  members 
sbalt  be  taken  alphabetically,  and  the  Speaker  shall  in  all 
cases  vote  first. 

16*  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  on  any  ques- 
tion who  was  without  the  bar  of  the  House  at  the  time  the 
question  was  put,  unless  by  the  consent  of  the  House,  and 
DO  motion  to  permit  such  member  to  vote,  shall  be  in  or- 
der, unless  it  shall  be  made  before  the  House  shall  proceed 
to  other  business. 

17.-  On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  to  shut  the  door 
of  the  House  in  the  discussion  of  any  business,  in  w^ioH 
discussion  the  public  safety  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
House,  imberiously  require  secresy,  the  House  shall  di- 
rect the  bpeaker  to  cause  the  lobby  to  be  cleared,  and 
during  the  discussion  of  such  business,  the  door  shall  re^ 
main  shut,  and  noperson  shall  be  admitted  except  by  spe- 
cial order  of  the  House. 

18*  The  following  order  shall  be  observed  in  taking  up 
jthe  b^isiness  of  the  House,  viz:  1st,  motions;  Sd,  petitions^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36 

memorials,  and  other  papers  addressed  either  to  the  Hoiifi« 
ipr  to  the  Speaker  thereof;  3d,  resolutions ;  4th,  reports  of 
Standing  Committee^  :  5th,  reports  of  Select  Committees ; 
6th,  messages  from  tlie  Senate  lying  on  the  table;  and 
lastly,  orders  of  the  .day. 

19.  When  a  question  has  been  once  piade  ;^nd  carried  in 
the  aflSrmative  or  negative,  it  sbalj  be  in  ojder  for  aoy 
njember  of  the  majority  to  njove  for  a  re-consideration 
thereof;  but  no  motion  for  the  re-consideration  of  any  vote 
shall  be  in  order  after  a  bill,  resolution,  message,  report, 
amendment,  or  motion  upon  which  the  vote  was  taken, 
shall  have  gone  out  of  the  possession  of  the  house,  an- 
nouncing their  decision ;  nor  shall  any  motion  for  re-con- 
sideration be  in  order  unless  made  on  the  same  day  on 
vhich  the  vote  was  taken,  or  within  the  two  next  days  of 
the  actual  session  of  the  House  thereafter, 

20.  All  questions  shall  be  put  by  th^  Speaker  of  the 
Pou3e,  and  the  members  shall  signify  their  assent  or  dis- 
sent, by  answering  viva  voce  yea  or  i)ay,  and  in  the  eyent 
of  a  tie,  the  question  shall  be  decided  in  the  negative. 

21.  The  Speaker  of  the  House,  or  the  Speaker  ^rt?  iem^ 
shall  have  the  right  to  name  a  member  to  perform  the  du- 
ties of  the  Chair,  but  such  substitution  shall  not  extend 
beyond  an  adjournment. 

22.  Before  any  petition,  memorial,  or  other  paper,  ad- 
dressed either  to  the  Hoiise  or  the  Speaker  thereof  shall 
be  received  and  read  at  the  table,  whether  the  same  be  in- 
troduced by  the  Speaker  or  a  member,  a  brief  statement 
of  the  contents  of  the  petition,  memorial,  or  other  paper, 
shall  be  made  by  the  introducer. 

23.  One  day's  notice  at  least  shall  be  given  of  an  intend- 
ed motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  no  bilj  shall  be 
written  or  printed  except  by  exprpss  order  of  the  House. 

24.  Every  bill  and  all  resolutions  of  a  public  nature,  or 
for  the  appropriation  of  the  publicr  money,  shall  receive 
three  readings  previously  to  the  final  passage  of  such  "bill 
or  resolutions,  and  the  Speaker  shall  give  notice  at  each 
whether  it  be  the  first,  second,  or  third  reading ;  which 
readings  shall  be  on  three  diflferent  days,  unless  four-fifths 
of  the  members  shall  otherwise  direct. 

25.  At  the  second  reading  of  any  bill  or  resolution,  it 
shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  to  move  its  commitment 
Jo  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  ;  that  it  lay  on  the  ta- 
y]^ ;  for  its  indefinite  postjponement ;  for  its  postponement 
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to  a  day  certain,  not  beyond  the  session ;  for  its  commit- 
ment to  a  Standing  Committee ;  to  a  Select  Committee; 
or  to  amend ;  which  motions  shall  have  prQcedeiieein  the 
order  above  stated. 

26.  It  shall  not  be  in  order  to  amend  the  title  of  any  bill 
or  resolution  until  it  shall  have  passed  its  thire  reading. 

27,  The  titles  of  bills,  and  such  parts  thereof  only  as 
shall  be  affected  by  proposed  amendments,  shall  be  insert- 
ed on  the  journals. 

J8.  The  following  Standing  Committees,  to  consist  of  not 
less  than  five  members  each,  shall  be  appointed  bv  the 
Speaker  at  the  .commencement  of  each  session,  with  leave' 
to  report,  by  bill  or  ^otherwise,  viz  :  A  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary;  a  Committee  on  the  Militia;  a  Committee  on 
Finance  and  Public  Accounts ;  a  Comipittee  on  Claims; 
a  Cominittee  on  Schools  and  Colleges ;  a  Committee  on 
Internal  Improvements ;  a  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills 
ftnd Engrossed  Bills  ;  a  Committee  on  Elections;  a  Com- 
mittee on  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  a  Committee  on 
Federal  Relations ;  a  Committee  on  Corporations ;  a  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Afiairs,  and  a  Committee  on  Agriculture.  - 

2'J.  All  confidential  communications  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernor to  the  House,  and  all  business  in  the  consideration  of 
which  the  injunction  of  secresy  shall  have  been  imposed, 
shall  be  by  the  members  thereof  kept  secret,  until  the 
House  by  its  resolution  shall  take  off  the  injunction  of  se^ . 
cresY- 

30.  Each  member  of  Select  Committees  shall,  with  their 
Chairman,  sign  every  report  made  to  the  House,  if  they 
concur  therein. 

31.  Messages  may  be  received  at  any  stage  of  the  busi-t 
ness,  except  while  a  question  is  being  put,  or  while  the 
yeas  and  nays  are  being  called. 

33.  The  Governor  and  Secretary  and  members  of  the 
Senate,  shall  be  admitted  to  a  seat  within  the  bar  of  the 
House,  and  any  other  person  shall  be  admitted  in  like 
^lanner,  upon, being  invited  by  a  member. 

83.  The  Clerk,  Sergeant  at-Arms  arid  Door-Keeper  shall 
be  severallv  sworn  by  a  judicial  officer  of  the  State,  well 
and  faithfullv  to  discharge  their  respective  duties,  and  to 
keep  secret  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  when  sitting  with 
closed  doors. 

34.  All  acts,  addresses  and  joint  resolutions  shall  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker ;  and  all  writs,  warrants  and  sulh 
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E)M8  issnadbj  order  of  tke  Honsei  shall  be  nnderhig 
nd  and  seal,  and  attested  bj  the  Clerk. 
35.  In  case  of  any  disturbance  or  disorderly  conduct  in 
tiie  lobby,  the  Speaker,  or  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  shall  have  power  to  order  the  same  to 
be  cleared. 

86.  Beporters  wishing  to  take  doMm  the  debates  and  pro- 
ceedings, may  be  admitted  by  the  Speaker,  who  shall  ssr 
sign  such  places  to  them  on  the  floor,  or  elsewhere,  as  shall 
BOt  interfere  with  the  convenience  of  the  House. 

87.  No  member  shall  vote  on  any  question  in  the  event 
of  which  he  may  have  a  private  or  personal  interest 

88.  After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  Speaker,  or  read  hj 
the  Clerk,  it  shall  be  deemed  in  possession  of  the  House, 
but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  before  a  decision  of 
amendment. 

89.  The  previous  <ji}estion  shall  be  |n  this  form :  **  Shalt 
the  main  question  be  i)ow  put  V^  and  shall  be  decided  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  present,  witbput  debate ;  and  un- 
til it  is  decided,  it  shall  preclude  all  arpendments,  and  far- 
ther debate  of  th§  main  (ji^estion. 

4O9  When  a  qi^stion  is  postponed  indefinitely,  the  same 
shall  i)Qt  be  acted  npop  agftin  during  (he  session. 

41.  No  motioi^  pr  proposition  on  f^  subject  different 
Irom  that  under  coi^niderfttioi^  shall  be  admitted  under  col- 
or of  amendment. 

42.  The  unfinished  business  in  whiph  the  House  was 
engaged  at  the  adjournment,  shall  have  the  preference  in 
the  orders  of  the  day ;  and  no  motion  op  any  oc^er  bnsi* 
ness  shall  be  received  without  special  leave  of  th§  House, 
until  the  former  is  disposed  of. 

43.  Upon  the  call  of  the  House,  the  names  of  tb^  m^- 
bers  shall  be  called  over  by  the  Clerk  and  the  ^^entees 
lioted ;  after  which,  the  names  of  the  absentees  shall  Pg^^ 
be  called  over,  the  doors  shall  then  be  shut,  and  those  for 
whom  no  excuse  or  insufficient  excuses  are  made,  may, 
by  order  of  those  present,  be  taken  into  custody  as  they 
appear,  or  may  be  sent  for  and  taken  into  custody  wherev- 
er to  be  found  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

44.  When  a  member  shall  be  diacharsed  from  custody 
imd  admitted  to  his  seat,  the  House  shall  determine  whe- 
ther such  discharge  shall  be  with  or  without  paying  fees. 

45.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  ElectioDS 
to  ^^c^mine  and  report  upon  the  certificates  of  election,  or 
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t^tber  creclciililali,  ofthe  memiMn  returned  W  Benre  in  tbiar 
House,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  snch  peti« 
tionfl  and  otUto  matters  touching  elections  and  returns  asr 
Ihall  or  may  be  presen^  or  come  into  question,  and  be' 
referred  to  tnem  by  the  House. 

46.  No  committee  shall  sit  during  the  sitting  of  thef 
House,  without  special  leaV^s 

47.  All  bills  ordered  to  h6  Engrossed,  shall  be  executed 

In  a  fitir,  found  hand,  and  without  erasures  Or  interlinea- 
ions. 

48.  Ko  amendment,  by  way  ot  rider ^  shall  be  received 
to  any  bill  on  its  third  reading; 

49.  When  ik  bill  or  resoldticrn  shall  haV^  passed  itar 
third  readinjgj  it  shall  be  carefully  engrossed  tinder  the  di- 
teetidn  of  the  Clerk ;  be  certified  by  liim,  ndiing  the  day 
tf  its  passage  at  the  foot  ther^^  ilnd  shall  be'  transmitted 
to  the  Senate;  accomptoied  With  K  message,  silttiog  the  ti- 
tle ofthe  bill  Or  resolution^  and  asking  the  cOttcnnrence  <« 
that  body,  aiid  its  trailsinission  shall  be  ent^tfed  npon  the 
journals; 

60.  Bills  ^mmitted  to  a  comiilittee.of  tli6'  ^hole  House 
shall  b^  first  read  throiL^hout  by  the  ckrk,  and  then  again 

EmI  and  debated  by  clauses,  leaving  the  preamble  to  be' 
t  considered ;  the  bc^dy  of  the  said  bill  shall  riot  l>e  id- 
terlined  and  defniced,  bdt  all  amendments,  noting  £he  pagel 
and  line,  shall  be  duly  entered  by  ilid  cleric  on  a  separate 
paper,  as  the  same  snaH  be  agreed  to  t^'  the  committeoj 
and  so  reported  to  the  House.  After  repdft^  the  bill  shall 
again  be  sabjedt  to  be  debated  and  amendra  by  clauses. 

61.  It  shall  t^  in  ord^r  for  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
and  EngrOBsed  JBill^  to  report  at  any  ^ime. 

S3.  Messages  shkll  be  transmitted  to  th<$  Oovernor  and 
fteinate  by  the  jDoor-kee'ffer,  uiiless  <^erwise  directed  by 
the  House.      .         . 

5Si.  No  bill  shall  l]le  introduced  into  thcr  House  on  th^ 
list  week  ofthe  session,  nor  shall  the  above  fules,  or  any  oi 
^m,  be  rescinded  or  suspended,  unless  fliree^fourths  c4 
the  members  present  so  direct- 
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FRIDAY,  December  1,  1854. 

l^c  Hodse  met  parsoant  to  adjournment 

'thi^  Rev.  Mr.  Ty dings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present^  the  journal   of  yeiflerday's  proceeding! 
■was  t€«d  and  approved. 

On  motion,  Moses  S.  Atkins  was  duly  sworn  as  assistant  Eorbl- 
ling  and  Engrossing  Clerk. 

Notice  was  given  ot  the  intention  to  introduce  the  following  bills, 
at  some  future  day,  viz :  ' 

By  Mr.  Haddock : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hendry  of 
Hamilton  County  by  divorce ; 

Also,  a  Bill  to  be  Entitled,  An  act  to  authorize  Jackson  Lee,  a 
minor,  of  Hamilton  County,  to  manage  and  control  his  owu  proper* 
ty  as  though  he  were  ot  age. 
.  By  Mr.  Galbraith: 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  provide  for  the  appolntuneot  of 
Inspectors  of  Tar  and  Turpentine  in  this  State. 

By  Mr.  Rowley  : 

A  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  Pilots  and  Pilotage  of  the  Harbor  d 
Pensacola* 

By  Mr.  Haynes  t 

A  Bill  to  prevent  the  escape  of  Slaves  on  board  of  vessels  letviog 
the  Port  of  Jacksotiville; 
.    By  Mr.  Carter: 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled, 'An  act  to  authorize  John  W.  Robarts  to 
practice  Medicine  in  the  County  of  Hillsborough. 

By  Mr.  Baisden : 

A  Bill  authorizing  A.  J.  Smiley,  &  minor,  to  assume  the  manage- 
ment of  hid  own  estate. 

By  Mr.  Hollaman : 

A  Bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Williams  of  Gadsden  County. 

By  Mr  Papons: 

A  Bill  to  authorize  Alexander  Mandin  to  establish  a  Toll  Bridge 
on  the  Withlacoochee  River; 

Also,  s  Bill  to  authorize  Henry  Benner  to  establish  k  Ferry  across 
the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

Also,  a  Bill  to  authorize  Nerll  Monroe  to  establish  a  Ferry  acron 
the  Withlacoochee  Kiver. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Carter  introduced  a  Bill  to  be 
entitleil.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Vigil ; 

Which  was  road  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Propositions  aod 
Grievances. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Parsons  introduced  a  Bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Watson:  W.  Leggett; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


41 

Whicb  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rale  waived,  read  a  second 
time  bj  its  title,  and  referred  to  th&  Committee  on  Propositions  and 
Grievances. 

Parsuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Parsons  introduced  a  Bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Christy  and  Theophilus  Hig- 
giDbotham ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  tde  rule  waived,  read  a  second 
time  by  its  title^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  State  Lands. 

Mr.  Carter  presented  ii  petition  from  Jose  Vigil,  a  petition  from 
146  citizens  of  Hillsborough  County,  and  a  certificate  of  10  citizens 
of  Hillsborough  County,  asking  the  remission  of  a  fine  assessed 
against  said  Jose  Vigil  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Hillsborough. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Propositions 
and  Grievances: 

Mr.  Parsons  presented  the  petition  of  94  citizens  of  Hernando 
County  asking  the  release  of  Watson  W.  Leggett,  from  a  judgment 
decreed  against  him  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Florida  in  Hernando 
Circuit  Court : 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Propositions 
and  Grievances. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  certain  testimony  taken  in  re- 
lation to  the  election  for  Representatives  in  Duval  County,  which 
was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  asked  further  time  to  report,  which 
was  granted. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  hx  the  rate  of  compensation  to  be 
paid  for  the  Printing  of  the  General  Assembly  during  its  present  ses- 
sion, ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  contracted  with  Messrs.  Dyke  dc  Williams  for  the 
prioting  of  the  House  on  the  foUowmg  terms,  viz : 

For  furnishing  500  copies  of  the  Journals  at  $2  00  per  page,  coant- 
iog  one  copy ;  for  daily  slips  of  proceedings,  and  all  other  miscella- 
neous printing,  such  as  Reports  of  the  House,  Bills,  Slips,  ^c,  i  of 
a  cent  per  100  words,  counting  75  copies. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  CARTER,  Chairman. 
A.  S.  SPEER, 
J.  B.  GALBRAITH. 
On  motion  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Dewitt  were  granted  leave  of 
absence  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10 
o'clock. 
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SATURDAY  December  2,  1854. 

The  House  met  pnrsaant  to  adjonrDment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tjdings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  qaoram  being  present,  the  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  transmitting  Senate  biQ 
to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  John  Richard  Bradford,  a  minor, 
to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate,  as  having  passed  that 
body; 

Which  was  read  and  the  bill  placed  among  tbe  Orders  of  tk 
Day. 

Mr.  Pope  announced  to  the  House  the  death  of  Gen.  J<^n  S. 
Broome  of  Madison  County,  and  moved  that  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  act  with  a  similar  Committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  drafting  resolutions  of  condolence  with 
His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Qiis  State,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
death  of  his  brother,  John  S.  Broome,  late  Adjutant  General  of  the 
State  of  Florida. 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  Messrs.  Pope,  Langford  and  Gal- 
braith  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  House  then  adjourned  imtil  Hondaj, 
12  o'clock,  M. 


MONDAY,  December  4, 1854 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

On  motion,  Mr.  Shine  took  the  Chan*. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and 
approved. 

S.  F.  Jones,  member  elect  from  Monroe,  presented  his  certificate 
of  election,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  D.  Cameron,  Esq.,  Justice  of 
the  Peace. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
Speaker  pro  tem,  which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Galbraith  nominated  Mr.  Carter  of  Hillsborough  County. 

The  vote  was : 

For  Carter — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Christie,  Dell,  Dewett, 
Fennell,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Langford, 
Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,Tay« 
lor,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZaot,  Wall 
and  Whitehurst^25. 

Mr.  Carter  was  declared  duly  elected  Speaker  pro  tem. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed, 
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f^onsisBQg  of  Messrs.  Galbraith,  Christie  and  Speer,  to  conduct  the 
Speaker  pro  tern,  to  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  jpro  tern,  returned  his  thanks  to  the  House  in  a  brief 
address. 

Notice  was  given  of  intention  to  introduce  the  following  bills  at 
some  future  day : 

By  Mr.  Galbraith  : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  incorporate  Leon  Lodge.  No.  5. 
L  O.  O.  F. 

By  Mr,  Baisden : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  amend  the  first  clause  of  the  Sixth  Article  of  the  Constitution  of 
this  State. 

By  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Levy : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  Patrol  Laws  of  this 
State. 

By  Mr.  Hanis: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  State  Lands,  approved  Dec. 
aO,  1652. 

By  Mr.  Haddock : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  legitimati^  Lucinda  Read,  of  Ham- 
ilton County,  and  for  other  purposes. 

ByMr.  DeU: 

A  bill  to  amend  the  Fifth  Section  of  Article  Sixth  of  the  Consti- 
tation  of  the  State  of  Florida,  relative  to  duelling. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  aci 
passed  November  7, 1828,  as  makes  it  necessary  for  the  relinquish- 
ment of  Dowers. 

By  Mr. Rowley: 

A  bill  for  the  preservation  of  game  in  Santa  Rosa  and  Escambia 
Counties. 

By  Mr.  Bowers : 

A  bill  authorizing  James  M.  Cockroff  to  establish  a  toll  bridge 
across  East  River  in  Walton  County  and  for  other  purposes 

By.  Mr.  Carter:  ^ 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  A  S.  Speer 
and  Arthur  Ginn.  * 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Parsons  introduced  the/oUowinff 
bills :  * 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  A«  act  to  authorize  Neill  Monroe  to  establish 
m  ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Henry  Benner  to  establish 
m  ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

And  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  Allen  Mondin  to  ti* 
tablifih  a  toll  bridge  across  the  Withlacoochee  River. 
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Which  were  read  the  first  time,  the  rale  waived,  read  the  secood 
time  bj  their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Corporatiom. 

Parsaant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Baisden  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act*  to  authorize  Andrew  J.  Smilej,  a  minor,  to  assome 
the  manageipient  of  his  own  estate; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
pa  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Penn  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled An  act  to  restore  the  force  and  operation  of  the  general  lawi 
of  this  State  in  relation  to  the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color  in- 
to this  State ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on 
to-morroiy. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Galbruth  introduced  a  bill  to  b^ 
entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Ju- 
jon  and  State  Witnesses,  approve^  January  8,  1848 ; 

Which  was  read  ithe  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time  by  its  title,  and'  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Galbraith,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Bellamy.         , 

Pnirsuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  CaKer  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  an  act  to  extend  political  equalily  to  Ignatio  Fhales  and 
others; 

Which  was  read  the  fir^t  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Carter  introduced  a  resolution  to  declare  Manatee  a  Port  (tf 
Delivery; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  readlo| 
on  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entided  an  act  to  empower  John  Richard  Brad- 
ford, a  lAinor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate,  was 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  IQ 
o'clock 


TUESDAY,  December  5tii,  1854. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Th^  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  ofiSciated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present^  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read, 
fended  and  approved. 

James  Brown,  member  elect  from  Washington  County,  presented 
his  certificate  of  election  and  was  duly  sworn  by  C.  H.  Austin,  Eeq^ 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Fennell  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Corpo- 
^tions  and  Internal  Improvements. 
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Mr.  Feanell  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  a.sk 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  relating  to  Gam- 
ing. 

Mr.  Russell  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  legalize  the  proceed* 
ings  of  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  St  Lucie  County  ; 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  name  of  St  Lucie 
County,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Langford  introduced  a  Preamble  and  Resolution  relative  to 
Suwannee  River ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  made  the  follow- 
ing Report: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An 
aet  for  the  relief  of  Watson  Leggett,  having  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  your  Committee  think  it  would  be  establishing  a  bad  prece- 
dent to  recommend  the  passage  of  said  bill,  and  would  therefore  re- 
port against  its  passage. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  P.  PENN,  Chairman. 
GILES  BOWERS, 
S.  F.  JONES, 
E.  J.  DUMMETT, 
JOS.  B.  CHRISTIE. 
Whieh  was  received  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
Day. 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  made  the  foUow- 
iBg  Report : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Jose  Vigil>  having  had  the  same  under  consideration^ 
beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  in  consideration  of  the   large  number  of  signatures  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Vigil,  and  the  respectability  of  the   same,  your   Committ^ 
Vonld  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  P.  PENN,   Chairman. 
GILES  BOWERS, 
JOS.  B.  CHRISTIE, 
S.  F.  JONES, 
E.  J.  DUMMETT. 
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Which  was  received,  tnd  the  Bill  pUced  atnoDg  the  Orders  of 
the  Day. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  and  Engrossed  Bills  reported  afrcor- 
rectly  engrossed  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  restore  the  force 
and  operation  of  the  general  laws  of  this  State  in  relation  to  the  mi* 
gradon  of  free  persons  of  color  into  this  State. 

Which  report  was  received,  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  Or* 
ders  of  ttie  Day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  Andrew  J.  Smilej,  a 
minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  extend  politiesl  equality  to  Igoa* 
tio  Phales  and  others ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  t 
third  reading  on  to-morrowv 

Re.^elution  to  declare  Manatee  a  Port  of  Delivery ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  empower  John  Richard  Brad* 
ford,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Engrossed  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  restore  the  force  and  op- 
eration of  the  general  laws  of  this  State  in  relation  to  the  migration 
of  free  persons  of  color  into  this  State ; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading  and  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Watson  W.  Legget^ 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jose   Vigil; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  oidered  to'be  engros»9d  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  momlDg,  10 
o'cloek. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  6,  1864 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Tidings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 
A  quorum  being  present,  the  Joornal  of  yesterday  was  read  aod 
approved. 
On  motiom  of  Mr.  Shinoi 
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Leave  of  absenee  was  {panted  to  Mr.  Fennell  until  Friday  neicf, 
Pursaant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Harris  introduced  a  bill   to  be 
pntiJed  An   act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act  to  grant  pre-emp- 
tion rights  to   settlers  on   State    Lands,   approved  December  SL 
1852; 

Which  veas  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
OD  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rowley  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  iStephen 
C.  Gonzalez  to  build  a  Wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola; 

Also  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  S.  A.  Leonard  to 
boild  a  wharf  in  the  city  of  Punsacola. 

Mr.  Harris  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  improvement 
of  certain  rivers,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Johnston  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  Malcolm 
Nicholson,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate. 
Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Haynes  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  abduction  and  escape  of  slaves  from 
this  State; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time  by  its  title  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Haddock  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  repeal  An  act  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  sever- 
al acts  concerning  Licences  to  retail  spirituous  liquors  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Haddock  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  legitimatize  Lucinda  Read  of  Hamilton  County, 
Florida ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Haddock  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Jackson  Lee  of  Hamilton  County  to 
tnume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Carter  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Algernon  S.  Speer  and  Arthur 
Ginn; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 
The  Committee  on  Corporations  made  the  following  report : 
The  Committee  on  Corporations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bills 
of  Henry  Banner  and  Neil  Munroe,  to  establish  ferries  across  the 
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Withlacoochee  River,  also  Allen   Mondiu  to  establish  s  toll  brii^ 
across  the  same,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

• 

That  the  J  have  bad  the  same  ander  consideration,  and  reooaunend 
the  passage  of  the  same. 

JOSHUA  TAYLOR, 
CbairmaD. 
Which  was  read  and  the  bills  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

The  Speaker  annoanced  the  following  Standing  Committees  of 
the  Iloase  : 

On  the  State  of  the  CapitoL 

Messrs.  CHRISTIE, 
FENNELL, 
PRESCOTT, 
LANGFORD, 
JOHNSTON. 

On  Census  and  Apportionment. 

Messrs.  DELL, 

CHAIRES, 

WHITEHURST, 

HADDOCK. 

^rhe  Committee  on  State  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Christy  and  Theophilns  Hig- 
ginbotham,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  Hoase  without  amend- 
ment, and  recommended  its  passage ; 

Which  report  was  received  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Orders 
of  the  Day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  relative  to  Snwannee  River ; 
.    Were  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Dewitt  moved  that  they  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  were: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  DeU,  Dewitt,  Dnmmett, 
Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley, 
Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  Wall — 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of 
Monroe,  Langford,  Shine,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Van- 
Zant  and  Zeigler — 11. 

So  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
indefinitely  postponed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  restore  the  force  and  operation  of 
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tlie  general  laws  of  this  State  in  relation  to  the  migration  of  free  per*> 
60D8  of  color  into  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage 
the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie^ 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes, 
Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall,  White- 
harst  and  Zeigler — 83. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  John  Richard  Brad* 
ford,  a  minoi',  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
tote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christ- 
tie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman^ 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott^ 
Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa,  VanZant,  Wall,  Whitehurstand  Zeigler— 30. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dewitt,  Dummett,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Langford 
and  Taylor — 6. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Resolution  to  declare  Manatee  a  port  of  deliv^iy ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Watson  W.  Leggett ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Dell,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Speer,  Thomp- 
son of  Levy,  VanZant,  Wall  and  Whitehurst — 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bowers,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dewitt,  Dummett, 
Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Langford,  Penn,  Porter,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Taylor  and  Zeigler — 14. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Upon  motion,  a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered,  and  upon  calling 
the  roll  the  following  members  answered  to  their  names : 

Messrs.   Baisden,    Bowers,    Brown,   Carter,   Chaires,   Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dummett,  Harris,  Haynes,  Holloman,  John- 
ston, Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn, 
Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,    Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor, 
7H 
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Xhompson  of  Levy, ,  ThompBon  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZaat,  WaK, 
Whiteharst  and  Zeigler — 33. 

Farther  proceedings,  under  the  call,  were  dispensed  with. 

A  B{\\  to  be  entitled^  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Vigil ; 

Was  read  the  third  time^  and  pat  upon  its  passage,  apon  whidi 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  C1m» 
tie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Harris,  Hajnes,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe, 
Jones  of  Nassaa,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Speer,  Thompson  of 
Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  and  Whifehurst — ^21. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dewitt,  Dammett,  HoUaman,  Langford,  Rowky, 
Shine,  Taylor,  VanZant,  Wall  and  Zeigler-^IO. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  ih^  Senate. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  extend  political  eqaality  to  Igor 
tio  Phales  and  others ; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading,  and  was  postponed,  and  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day-  for  Saturday  week. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  Andrew  J.  Smiley,  a 
minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  whicli 
the  Tote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Carter,  Chaires,  Dell,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Raydes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Penn,Pope^ 
Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Lefy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,*^  VanZant,  Wall,  Whiteharst  and  Zeig- 
ler—24. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Coombs,  Dewitt,  Dummeit^  Jones  of  Mon- 
roe, Langford,  Porter  and  Taylor — 8. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Srdered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate^ 
bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  Henry  Benner  to  estaln 
lish  a  ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

Wad  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tiiB0 
on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  Allen  Mondin  to  estiln 
lish  a  toll  bridge  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorize  Neil  Monroe  to  estab- 
lish a  ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Christy  and 
Theophilus  Higginbotham ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 
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On  motioDy  the  Honse  adjoarned  until  to-morrow  mon4n|(,   10 
o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  7,  1854. 

The  Honse  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  journal  of  yesterday  was  read, 
amended  and  approved. 

The  following  Bills  and  resolution,  which  had  passed  the  House, 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  viz : 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  restore  the  force  and  operation  of 
the  general  laws  of  this  State  in  relation  to  the  migration  of  free 
persons  of  color  into  this  State ; 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Watson  W.  Leggett; 

Bill  to  be  untitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Vigil ; 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorise  Andrew  J.  Smiley,  a  minor, 
to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

Resolution  to  declare  Manatee  a  Port  of  Delivery ;  and 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  empower  John  Richard 
Bradford,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate. 

Mr.  Pope  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  legitimatize  and  change  the  names  of 
Richard  R.,  James  B.,  Thomas  B.,  Wade  Ann,  and  Chariott  Ann 
Lamb; 

Also,  a  Bill  authorizing  Andrew  J.  Lea  to  sell  and  convey  the 
Lands  belonging  to  the  estate  of  John  D.  Shehee,  deceased,  under 
certain  restrictions. 

Mr.  Dummett  gave  notice  that  he  wonld,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leavo  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  An  Act  incorporating  the 
eity  of  St  Augustine,  approved  4th  Feb'y.  1833. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Galbraith  introduced  a  Bill  to 
be  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  relinquishment  to  the  United 
States,  in  certain  cases,  title  to  and  juri^iction  over  lands  for  sites 
of  Light  Houses  and  for  other  purposes  on  the  coast  and  waters  of 
this  State ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to  morrow.  • 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Rowley  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Stephen  C.  Gbnzalez  to  build  a  wharf  in 
the  city  of  Pensacola  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  tlie  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Corporations. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Rowley  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  A.  Leonard  to  build  a  wharf  ji^ 
^he  city  of  Pensacola ; 
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Which  was  read  the  first  tiniAy  the  nde  waived,  read  the  second 
time  hy  its  title^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Corporations. 

Mr.  Johnston  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  fatore  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  period 
now  fixed  by  law  for  the  payment  of  taxes  and  the  settlement  of 
Tax  Collectors. 

Mr.  Dummett  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  allow  the  "  Florida 
Independent  Blues''  sixty  muskets  and  accoutrements,  to  be  used  by 
them  daring  their  organization  as  a  military  company. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Harris  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled An  act  for  the  improvement  of  certain  rivers,  and  for  other 
purposes ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Impro?e- 
ments. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  memorial  from  the  New 
York  Institute,  asking  a  complete  set  of  all  the  Public  Acts  and  Sta- 
tutes of  Florida ; 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Monroe,  presented  a  petition  from  187  dtixeosof 
Monroe  County,  asking  further  restrictions  upon  the  liquor  traffic ; 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  consisdog 
of  Messrs.  Jones  of  Monroe,  Penn,  Zeigler,  Wall  and  NeeL 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  draft  and  report  rules  for  tb 
Government  of  this  House,  reported  the  rules  of  the  last  session,  and 
recog^nended  that  they  be  adopted  as  the  rules  of  the  present  ses- 
sion; 

Which  report  was  received,  and  the  rules  adopted. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  75  copies  of  the  list  of  Standmg  Com- 
mittees be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  House ; 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  be  instructed  to  obtain 
the  copies  of  the  Govemor^s  Message  ^hich  had  been  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  this  House ; 

Which  motion  prevaile<^ 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  setuers  on  State  lands,  approved  Dec 
31,1852; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  60  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  to  amend  the  sevenl 
acts  concerning  Licenses  to  retail  Spirituous  Liquors; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi» 
nance. 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  legitimatize  Lncinda  Read,  of  Ham- 
ilton Coanty,  Florida ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Jackson  Lea,  of  Hamil- 
ton County,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  td  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  to  permit  Mr.  Dell  to  offer 
a  Resolution. 

Mr.  Dell  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolcedf  That  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  be  instructed  to  get  carpet- 
ing enough  to  cover  the  floor  without  the  bar  of  the  Representative 
Hall; 

Which  resolution  was  adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Algernon  S. 
Speer  and  Arthur  Ginn  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims.  * 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Henry  Benner  to  estab- 
lish a  ierry  across  the  Withlac^ochee  River ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Chris- 
tie, Coombs,  Dismnkes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  gf  Nassau, 
Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Van- 
Zant  and  Zeigler — 31. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Allen  Mondiu  to  cstab-. 
lish  a  Toll  Bridge  across  the  Withlocoochee  River ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  it  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Chiistie,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Hollaman, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Par- 
sons, Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Thomp- 
son of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant,  Whitehurst  and 
Zeigler— 31. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  biU  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Neil  Monroe  to  establish 
a  Ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 
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Was  read  the  third  time  aad  pat  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  BeUam  j,  Bowers,  BrowD,  Carter,  Chairea, 
Christie,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraith^ Harris,  Haynes,  Holiamao, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe;  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Par- 
sons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Thompson  of 
Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant,  Whitehurst  and  Zeigler 
—30. 

Nays-^None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Christy  and 
Theopholis  Higginbotham ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  npon  its  passage,  npon  which 
the  vote  was  s 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie,  Dell, 
Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  HoUa< 
man,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassaa,  Langford,  Ned, 
Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Speer,  Tliompsoa 
of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant,  Whitehurst  and  Zeig- 
ler— 30. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  tide  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock, 
A-M. 


FRIDAY,  December  8,  1854. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion,  the  reading  of  the  journal  of 
yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  Bills,  which  had  passed  the  House,  were  transmit- 
ted to  the  Senate,  viz : 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Henry  Benner  to  establish 
a  ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

Bill  to  be  entitied  An  Act  to  authorize  Allen  Mondin  to  establish 
a  toll-bridge  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Neil  Monroe  to  establish 
a  ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ;  and 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Christy  and 
Theophilus  Higginbotham. 

Mr.  Shine  announced  to  the  House  the  death  of  Gen.  John  P. 
Duval,  and  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow  mornings, 
JO  o'clock,  to  permit  the  members  to  attend  his  funeral ; 
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Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  House  adjourned  until  to-mor« 
row  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  9, 1854* 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tjdings  officiated  as  Chaplain^ 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr» 
Bel-lamy  until  Wednesday  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mes- 
srs. Coombs  and  Dismukes  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Shine  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Doo* 
tors  Eppes  &  Robertson. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mn  Bowers  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  An  Act  authorizing  James  M.  Cockroff  to  erect  a  Toll 
Bridge  across  East  River,  in  the  County  of  Walton  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Speer  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en* 
titled.  An  Act  to  organize  the  County  of  Volusia ; 

Which  WAS  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  Whitehurst  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  relative  to  the  3rd,  8th,  and  10th  Sections 
oi  the  Sixth  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State. 

Mr.  VanZant  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  authorize  B.  F.  Jordon  to  build  a  Toll 
Bridge  across  the  Suwannee  River,  at  or  near  the  White  Springs, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Johnston  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  Act  to  change  the  periods  now  fixed  by  law  for  the 
payment  of  Taxes  and  for  the  settlement  of  Tax  Collectors ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Johnston  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  An  Act  to  empower  Malcolm  Nicholson,  a  minor,  to  as- 
i^me  the  management  of  his  own  estate  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Dummett  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  incorporating  the  City  of  St  Au« 
gustlne,  approved  4th  February,  1833 ; 
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Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordereil  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Haynes  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day,  tak 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  incorporate  a  Bank 
in  the  Town  of  Jacksonville. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Levy,  introdaced 
a  bill  to  bo  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  the  Patrol  Laws  of  this 
State ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Haynes  presented  a  Petition  of  the  citizens  of  the  Brandy 
Branch  Neighborhood,  asking  a  change  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  Counties  of  Nassau  and  Duval; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  Committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Haynes,  Galbraith  and  Bowers. 

Mr.  Shine  presented  the  Petition  of  L.  C.  Demilly,  asking  com- 
pensation for'services  rendered  in  cleaning  and  repairing  the  State 
arms ; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Dnmmett  ofiered  a  Resolution  to  declare  Picolata  a  Port  of 
Delivery ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dell  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedf  That  no  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shaH 
receive  the  per  diem  allowed  by  law,  who  does  not  serve,  unless 
himself  or  family  a  e  sick. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table,  upon 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  resulted  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messis.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Dismu'kes,  Fen- 
nell,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Johnston,  Langford,  Neel,  Penn,  Pope,  Shine, 
Taylor,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall  and  Whitehurst — 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dell,  Haynes,  Parsons,  Prescott,  Rowley  and 
Thompson  of  Levy — 6. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  made  the  following  Report: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Bill  for  the  relief  of 
Algernon  S.  Speer  and  Arthur  Ginn,  i>eg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  find  that 
said  Spcer  and  Ginn  were  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  to 
fill  tho  offices  for  which  they  claim  compensation,  and  that  they  per- 
formed the  soi-vice  in  good  faith.  We  therefore  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  PHILIP  DELL, 

Chairman. 
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Which  report  was  received^  and  the  Bill  placed  among  the  Orders 
of  the  Day. 

The  Coramittee  on  Corporations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bills 
authorizing  Samuel  A.  Leonard,  and  Stephen  C.  Gonzalez  to  build 
vrharves  in  the  City  of  Pensacoia,  reported  said  bills  back  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  and  recommended  their  passage ; 

Which  report  was  received  and  the  bills  placed  among  the  Orders 
of  the  Day. 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors  and 
State  witnesses,  approved  January  8,  1848,  made  the  following  ke- 
port: 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled, 
"  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors  and 
State  Witnesses,  approved  January  8,  1848,"  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT : 

That  the  bill  involves  a  question  of  much  importance,  and  is  well 
worthy  the  mature  consideration  of  this  Assembly.  The  present 
amount  of  compensation  allowed  to  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses  in 
this  State,  is  either  too  much  or  not  enough.  If  the  principle  is  cor^- 
rect  that  the  services  of  all  its  citizens  as  Jurors  and  Witnesses  are 
due  the  State  absolutely,  and  that  they  have  no  just  right  to  claim 
any  compensation  for  the  same,  and  are  bound  to  devote  their  time 
and  sacrifice  their  private  interests  to  preserve  the  public  peace,  pro- 
tect the  property  and  settle  the  difficulties  of  others,  and  punish 
crioies,  without  any  reward,  then  is  the  present  compensation  unauthor- 
ized and  unnecessary.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  proper  and  just 
that  the  community  should  compensate  those  whose  services  it  re- 
quires, in  the  execution  of  its  laws  and  the  administration  of  its  go- 
vernment, in  proportion  to  the  labor  and  inconvenience  to  which  it 
pats  them,  and  its  ability  so  to  compensate  them,  then  is  the  present 
compensation  of  Jurors  in  this  State  inadequate  and  unjust  This 
latter  principle  of  compenEation  has  been  adopted  by  almost  all  gov- 
ernments as  reasonable  and  proper.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  sala* 
ries  of  our  State  officers,  and  of  the  members  of  this  Assembly. 

By  the  present  law,  a  Juryman  receives  one  dollar  per  day  for  his 
services.  The  bill  proposes  to  increase  this  amount  to  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents,  and  allows  five  cents  mileage  travelling  to  and 
from  the  Court.  In  most  if  not  nil  the  Counties  of  this  State,  the  in- 
convenience and  loss  to  which  Jurymen  are  subject  in  attending 
Court,  bears  no  proportion  whatever  to  the  compensation  which  they 
now  receive.  In  many  of  our  Counties,  the  Courts  sit  at  those  sea- 
sons of  the  year  when  farmers  are  most  busy.  It  is  not  uncommon- 
ly the  case  that  a  man  of  small  means,  who  depends  mainly  on  his 
own  labor  to  make  his  crop,  is,  at  the  vory  time  when  it  most  needs 
8  11 
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his  attention,  compelled  to  travel  daily,  for  two  weeks,  ten,  fifteeiF, 
or  even  twenty  miles  to  attend  Court  as  a  Juror,  while  his  busineM 
is  suffering  severely  for  want  of  his  personal  attention.  The  com- 
pensation which  he  receives  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Juror  who 
lives  at  the  Court-house,  and  is  as  nothing  to  his  losses.  This  is  un- 
just, and  no  good  reason  can  be  ofiered  why  those  whose  property 
and  lires  are  protected  by  his  services  should  not  pay  him  at  least 
enough  to  bear  his  expenses  while  engaged  in  their  service.  If  it  li 
objected  that  it  will  increase  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  we 
say,  nevertheless,  let  justice  be  done.  Those  who  enjoy  the  bless- 
ings and  security  of  civil  government,  must  pay  for  its  support  and 
administration.  Our  government  is  not  so  poor  and  bankrupt  that 
it  must  do  injustice  to  its  own  citizens  to  support  itselt.  To  the 
M'ealthy  citizen,  the  question  of  the  increase  of  his  pay  as  a  Jury- 
man a  few  cents,  may  bo  a  matter  of  little  consideration,  but  to  the 
poor  man,  whoso  time  is  money,  it  is  a  subject  of  importance. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  provides  for  the  payment  of  Wit- 
nesses summoned  to  testify  before  Grand  Juries.  There  is  no  rea- 
son why  witnesses  before  Grand  Juries  should  not  receive  the  same 
compensation  as  those  who  testify  before  petit  juries.  The  incon- 
venience to  which  they  are  put  is  the  same — theii-  loss  of  time  is  the 
same,  and  nearly  all  the  other  circumstances  are  the  same.  Why, 
then,  should  they  rec^^ive  no  compensation  ?  There  is  no  other  rea- 
son but  that  it  would  bo  too  great  a  tax  upon  the  treasury.  The 
bill,  however,  provides  that  the  con^pensation  of  witnesses  summon- 
ed before  Grand  Juries  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasuries  of  the  re- 
spective counties.  The  deliberations  of  Grand  Juries,  and  the  in* 
vestigations  which  precede  the  finding  of  a  true  bill,  are  done  on  the 
pait  of  the  county,  though  after  the  Grand  Jury  has  presented,  the 
State  prosecutes.  It  is  not  improper,  then,  that  the  counties  as  such 
should  bear  part  in  the  expenses  of  these  preliminary  investigations. 
Besides  it  is  urged  that  such  a  provision  may  make  Grand  Janes 
more  cautious  in  simimoning  witnesses  before  them,  and  patting 
them  to  great  trouble  and  expense  on  idle  and  frivolous  grounds. 

For  these  reasons,  your  Committee  report  the  bill  back  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  and  recommend  that  it  do  pass. 

J.  B.  GALBRAITH, 
Chairman. 

Which  Report  was  recer\'ed,  and  75  copies  of  the  Bill  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  extend  political  equality  to  Ignatie 
Phalez  and  others ; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading,  and  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  piovide  for  the   relinquishment  to 
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the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  title  to,  and  jurisdiction  over 
lands  for  sites  of  Light  Houses,  and  for  other  purposes,  on  the  coast 
and  waters  of  this  State  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  legitimatize  Lncinda  Read,  and  to 
make  her  the  heir  at  law  of  William  IVI.  Read,  of  the  County  ci 
Hamilton,  Florida ; 

Was  read  the  third  tiQie,  and  put  upon  it  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown.  Carter,  Christie,  Dell, 
Disniukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langfbrd,  Noel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Rowley,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thomj)son  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosa,  VanZant,  Wall  and  VVhitehurst— 28. 
Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Jackson  Lee,   of  Hamil- 
ton County,  to  assume  the  mamigmeut  of  his  own  estate  : 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie,  Dell, 
Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraiili,  Haddock,  Hariis,  Haynes,  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Poi>e,  Prescott,  Riviere, 
Rowley,  Speer,  Tiiompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall 
and  Whitehurst — 20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Langford,  Taylor  and  VanZant — 3, 
So  the  bill  passetl,  title  as  stated. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Algernon  S.  Speer, 
and  Arthur  Ginn  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on 
Monday  next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  A  Leonard  to 
build  a  warf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Stephen  C.  Gonzalez  to 
build  a  wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  bo  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday  next 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  the  House,  were  transmitted 
to  the  Senate,  viz  : 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  legitimatize  Lucinda  Read,  and  to 
make  her  the  heir-at-'aw  of  William  M.  Read  of  the  County  of  Ham- 
ilton, Florida;  and 
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Bin  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Jackson  Lee,  of  Hamiltoo 
County,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate. 

The  rules  being  waived  to  permit  Mr.  Dell  to  make  a  moUon,  Mr. 
Dell  moved  that  Messrs.  Thompson  of  Levy,  Pope  and  Parsons,  be 
added  to  the  Committee  on  Census  and  Apportionment; 

Which  motion  was  carried. 

The  rules  being  suspended  to  permit  Mr.  Pope  to  make  a  motion, 
Mr.  Pope  moved  that  leave  of  absence  be  granted  to  Mr.  Taylor 
until  Tuesday  next; 

Which  motion  was  carried. 

The  rules  being  suspended  to  permit  Mr.  Bowers  to  make  a  mo- 
tion, Mr.  Bowers  moved  that  leave  of  absence  be  granted  to  Mr. 
Whitehurst  until  Tuesday  next; 

Which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Wednesday 
morning,  10  o'clock  ; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Speer,  the  House  adjourned  antil  Monday  morn- 
ing, 10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  11,  1854. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  quorum  being  present  the  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and 
approved. 

Mr.  Galbraiih  moved  that  the  use  of  the  Representative  Hall  be 
granted  to  the  Ladies  of  Tallahassee,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a 
concert  on  Thursday  evening  next ; 

Which  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Carter  was  added  to  the  Committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Carter  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  John  W.  Robarts,  to  Practice  Medi- 
cine; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Carter  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  organize  a  Coun- 
ty to  be  called  the  County  of  Manatee. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  VanZant  introduced  a  bOl  to  be 
entitled,  An  Act  to  authorize  B.  T.  Gordon,  of  Columbia  County, 
to  build  a  Toll  Bridge  across  the^Suwannee  River  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  secood 
time  on  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  returned  the  following  House  Bills,  as  having  passed 
that  body  without  amendment,  viz  : 
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Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Aet  to  authorize  Allen  Mondin  to  estab- 
lish a  Toll  Bridge  across  the  Withlacoochee  River,  and 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Henry  Benner  to  establish 
a  ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River. 

Ordered^  that  said  bills  be  enrolled. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  setters  on  State  Lands,  approved  De- 
cember 31,  1852 ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
State  Lands. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  James  M.  Cockroff  to 
erect  a  toll  bridge  across  East  River,  in  the  County  of  Walton,  at 
or  near  Cockroff's  Ferry,  on  said  river ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Volusia; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  con- 
nsting  of  Messrs.  Dummett,  Spear  and  Galbraith. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  change  the  periods  now  fixed  by 
laMr  for  the  payment  of  taxes  and  for  the  settlement  of  Tax  Col- 
lectors ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com* 
mittee. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  empower  Malcolm  Nicholson,  a 
minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the 
City  of  St.  Augustine,  approved  4th  February,  1833 ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Corporations. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  the  Patrol  Laws  of  this 
State; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  (x^ 
to-morrow. 

Resolution,  asking  that  Picolata  be  made  a  Port  of  Delivery ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  extend  political  equality  to  IjnatiQ 
Phales  and  others ; 

Was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraitli,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  said  bill 
was  referred  to  a  Select  ConiniiUoe  consisting  of  Messrs.  Galbraith, 
Parsons  and  Rowley. 
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A  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Algernon  S.  Speer 
and  Arthur  Ginn : 

Was  read  the  third  time^  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  B'*own,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones 
of  Nassau,  Langford,  Noel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere, 
Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Van- 
Zant  and  Wall— 26. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  A.  Leonard  to 
build  a  wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Fennell,  Haddocic,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nas- 
sau, Langford,  Neel,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Speer, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  and  Wall — ^22. 

Nays— None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certifidd  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorize  Stephen  C.  Gonzalez  to 
build  a  wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, Coombs, 
Dell,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Lang- 
ford, Noel,  Penn,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Speer,  Thompson  of 
Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VauZant  and  Wall — 23. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered,  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning,  9  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  12,  1854 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  »- 
mended  and  approved. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Dell  introduced  a  bill  to  be  enti- 
tlod  An  Act  to  repeal  the  Fifth  Clause  of  the  Sixth  ATticIe  of  Ihe 
C Constitution  of  this  State  ; 
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Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Dell  introduced  a  bill  to  be  enti- 
tled An  Act  in  relation  to  Dower ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Russell,  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the  State 
Engineer  and  Geologist,  accompanying  the  Governor's  Message,  as 
relates  to  the  connection  of  St.  Johns  and  Indian  Rivers,  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 

On  motion  o(  Mr.  Shine,  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as 
relates  to  census  and  apportionment  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Census  and  Apportionment. 

Mr.  Carter  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  a  future  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  County  Com- 
missioners to  grant  Licenses  to  retail  Spirituous  Liquors,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Russell  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  laws  of 
this  State  relative  to  distress  and  sale  of  lands  for  non-payment  of 
taxes. 

Mr.  Galbraith  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  asking  Congress  to  declare  Indian 
River  a  Port  of  Delivery. 

Mr.  Carter  presented  the  Petition  of  166  citizens  of  Hillsborough 
County,  asking  that  John  W.  Robarts  of  said  County  be  empoweerd 
to  practice  medicine. 

Mr.  Neel  moved  that  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee ; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

On  motion,  the  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry citizens. of  Monroe  County,  asking  further  restrictions  upon  the 
liquor  traffic,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Patterson,  and  others,  citizens  of  Monroe  County,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  are  convinced  that  the  subject  of  the  traffic  in  ardent 
spirits,  is  one  that  requires  the  serious  and  careful  consideration  of 
the  Legislature.  Every  restriction  should  be  thrown  about  it  con- 
sistently with  the  rights  of  individuals.  We  cannot  legislate  upon 
nor  restrict  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage ;  for  every 
roan  has  as  much  right  to  drink  as  he  has  to  eat  what  he  pleases. 
Yet  the  traffic  may  become  a  serious  public  evil,  and  it  therefore  be- 
comes the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  limit  and  control 
that  traffic  by  wise  legi^latiuu. 
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Tippling  houses  and  dram  shops  aro  almost  necessarily  a  naisance, 
and  it  should  therefore  be  the  policy  of  the  law  to  limit  their  nom- 
ber.  This  is  to  be  accomplished  by  laying  a  heavy  tax  upon  the 
license.  The  action  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  fixing  the  an^oont 
of  State  tax  at  two  hundred  dollars,  has  had  a  happy  effect;  and  we 
are  led  to  believe,  from  present  indications,  that  public  opinion 
thoughout  the  State  is  adverse  to  any  increase  of  that  tax. 

There  is  an  evil,  however,  connected  with  this  subject  which 
should  be  remedied — as  our  laws  now  are,  there  is  no  restriction 
upon  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  in  quantities  over  a  quart  In  con- 
sequence  of  this,  every  merchant  sells  by  the  quart,  and  the  evils  re- 
sulting notoriously  from  this  practice,  are  almost,  if  not  quite,  as  great 
as  from  dram  selling  itself.  It  defeats  that  Y>olicy  of  the  law  which 
would  limit  the  number  of  dram  shops,  and  at  the  same  time,  in- 
jures the  business  of  the  licensed  retailer,  who  has  paid  his  tax  and 
is  entitled  to  protection  in  his  business.  Your  committee  recommend 
that  the  limit  to  the  amount  authorised  to  be  sold  without  license 
be  raised  to  one  galloji,  and  herewith  submit  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  F.  JONES,  Chairman, 
W.  M.  C.  NEEL, 
JAMES  P.  PENN, 
.  ELIJAH  WALL. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying  bill  read  the  firsi 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  appointed  to  draft  and  report  Roles 
for  the  government  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  Joint  Select  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  to  draft  and  report  Rules  for  the  government  of 
the  two  branches  of  the  General  Assembly,  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following : 

JOINT  EULES  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 


Rule  1.  Messages  from  either  House  to  the  other  shall  be  sent 
by  such  persons  as  a  sense  of  propriety  in  each  House  may  deter- 
mine. 

2.  A(\er  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  Houses,  it  shall  be  duly  en* 
rolled  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  by  the  S%er 
retary  of  the  Senate,  as  the  bill  may  have  originated  in  one  or  the 
other  House. 

3.  When  bills  shall  be  enrolled,  they  shall  be  exammed  by  a 
Joint  Committee  of  at  least  two  from  the  Senate,  and  two  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  appointed  as  a  Standing  Committee  ibr 
that  purpose,  who  shall  forthwith  make  report 

4.  When  a  bill  *or  rcsoluiion,  wliich  shall  have  passed  in  one 
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House  is  rejected  in  die  other,  notiee  thereof  shall  be  given  to  the 
Hoase  Id  which  the  same  may  have  passed. 

5.  When  a  bill  or  resolntion  which  has  been  passed  in  one  Honse, 
shall  be  rejected  in  the  other,  it  shall  not  be  brought  in  during  the 
same  session,  without  notice  of  ten  days,  and  leave  of  two-thirds  of 
that  House  in  which  it  shall  be  moved. 

6.  Each  House  shall  transmit  to  the  other  all  papers  on  which 
any  bill  or  resoludon  shall  be  founded. 

7.  No  bill  that  shall  have  passed  one  House,  shall  be  sent  for 
eoneurreoce  to  the  other,  on  eiUier  of  the  last  three  days  of  the  ses* 
rion. 

8.  After  each  House  shall  have  adhered  to  their  disagreement,  a 
bill  or  resolution  shall  be  lost 

9.  When  elections  are  required  to  be  made  by  joint  vote  of  the 
two  Houses,  the  time  of  electing  shall  be  previously  agreed  upon, 
and  each  Honse  shall  communicate  the  nominations  made  therein  to 
the  other,  prior  to  the  voting. 

10.  Each 'House  shall  communicate  to  the  other  the  nominations, 
and  ihe  result  of  each  voting. 

11.  In  every  Joint  Committee  the  member  first  named  on  the  part 
of  the  House  first  proposing  such  Committee,  shall  converie  the 
same. 

12.  During  the  election  of  officers  there  shall  be  no  motions  en- 
tertained, except  to  adjourn,  to  proceed  to  vote,  to  nominate  and  to* 
withdraw  a  candidate — ^which  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the 
^rder  they  stand. 

13.  The  doings  throughout  shall  proceed  without  debate. 

14.  Communications  shall  be  made  on  paper,  and  signed  by  ihe 
Secretary  of  each  House,  and  transmitted  by  the  Messenger,  or 
Door-keeper. 

15.  In  the  election  for  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  both  Sen- 
ators shall  be  voted  for  at  the  same  time,  until  one  or  both  of  them' 
shall  be  chosen. 

16.  In  every  case  of  disagreement  between  the  Senate  and  Houscr 
of  Representatives,  either  House  may  suggest  conference,  and  ap« 
point  a  Committee  for  that  purpose,  and  the  other  House  shall  also. 
app€>int  a  Committee  to  confer  at  a  convenient  hour,  to  be  designa- 
ted by  the  Chairman ;  said  Committees  shall  meet,  and  confer  freely 
on  the  subject  of  disagreement 

17.  Whenever  a  public  bill  or  resolution  is  ordered  (o  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  either  House,  a  number  shall  be  ordered  sufficient  for 
the  use  of  both  Houses ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
die  Senate  or  Clerk  of  the  flouse,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  inform  Qia 
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other  Honse  of  such  order,  and  to  trmnsioit  to  that  Home  die  reipl* 
site  number  of  printed  copies. 

All  of  which  is  respecUully  submitted* 

B.  C.  POPE, 
.  Chairman  of  Com.  on  part  of  House. 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  of  Com.  on  part  of  Senate. 
Which  report  was  received  and  read. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  the  rules  reported  by  the  Committee  be 
adopted  by  the  Hoase ; 
Which  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  act 
with  a  similar  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose 
of  drafting  and  reporting  Joint  Rales  for  the  regulation  of  the  two 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  during  the  present  session ; 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Dell,  Shine  and  De- 
witt  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Resolution  asking  that  Picolata  be  made  a  Port  of  Delivery; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  (he  question  of  its  adoption  the 
tote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,Coombi^ 
Dewitt,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennel,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynes, 
HoUaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neei, 
Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer, 
Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VauZant,  Wall  and 
Zeiffler— 31. 

Nays— None. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  Patrol  Laws  of  this 
SUte^, 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  whidi 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Par- 
sons, Pope,  Prescott,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy,  and  VanZant — 10. 

Nays-^Messrs.  Bowers^  Brown,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Uol- 
laman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Penn,  Riviere,  Rowley, 
Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall  and  Zeigler — 16. 

So  said  bill  was  lost. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  empower  Malcolm  Nicholson,  a 
minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate; 

Came  up  on  third  reading,  and  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  authorizing  James  M.  Cockrofi^  to 
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•reet  a  ToU  Bridge  across  East  Rfver,  in  the  Cmmty  of  Walton> 
at  or  near  CockrofTs  Ferry,  on  said  Rirer ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  pat  upon  its  passage,  upon  whieh 
the  vote  was  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Chaires,  Dewitt,  Dis- 
makes,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nas- 
sau, Langford,  Neel,  Penn,  Popie,  Prescott,  Reviere,  Rowley,  Speer, 
Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant,  Wall  and^ 
Whiteharst— 25. 

NayS'-Messrs.  Carter,  Jones  of  Monroe  and  Zeigler — 3. 

So  the  hill  passed — ^dtle  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  he  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  he  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorize  B.  T.  Jordon,  of  Co* 
Inmbia  County,  to  build  a  Toll  Bridge  across  the  Suwannee  River; ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  John  W.  Robarts  to 
practice  Medicine ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Monroe  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  up» 
on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  ana  resulted  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Dewitt,  HoUaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Penn  and 
Zeigler — 5. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs, 
Dnmmett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Langford, 
Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Wall  and  Whitehurst— 22. 

So  the  motion  was  lost 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dummett,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read  : 

Sbnate  Chambbs,  Dec.  12, 1854. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  RepreserUatives : 

Sib  : — ^The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills  and  resoldtionsy 
▼iz:  ^ 

House  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorize  Andrew  J.  Smiley, 
a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  Neil  Monroe,  to 
establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  repeal  the  road  tax  of  Santa  Rosa 
County ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  in  relation  to  Vi* 
lotage,  at  the  Port  of  Key  West; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  reliefof  Watson  W, 
Leggett ; 

House  resolution  to  declare  Manatee  a  Port  of  Delivery ; 
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A  TemAuUMk  in  rtlation  to  tbe  Eleetioa  of  officers  tfaerein  nimed ; 
A  reaplition  deBignatiDg  adjourament  of  the  General  Assembljr* 
•  Very  respectfatly, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered  that  the  Hoase  bills  and  resolutioo  be  enrolled,  and  diit 
the  Senate  bills  and  resoiatious  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
Day. 

Mr.  Haynes  moved  that  the  House  reconsider  the  vote  on  tbe 
qaestion  of  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend 
the  Patrol  Laws  of  this  State  ; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

Senate  resoktion  in  relation  to  the  election  oif  certain  <^eers 
Aerein  named ; 

Was  read  and  posjtponed  until  Thursday. 

Senate  resolution  designating  the  day  for  the  adjournment  of  ths 
General  Assembly ; 

Was  read  ^e  first  time. 

Mr.  Peon  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table,  upon 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas-r-Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Danmiett, 
Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Par- 
sons, Penn,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZant  and 
Wall— 18. 

Nayfr^^Messrs.  Baisden,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dismukes,  Fenndl, 
HoUaman,  Langford,  Neel,  Pope,  Reviere,  Shine,  Speer,  Thompson 
of  Santa  Rosa,  Whitehnrst  and  Zeigler — 15. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  the  Road  Tax  of  Santa 
Rosa  County; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to*morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  in  relation  to 
Pilotage  at  the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

The  following  message  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  wa« 
received  and  read: 

ExscunvE  Chambeb,  ) 

December  9th,  1854.   \ 
To  the  Hon.  Wh.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir : — I  nominate  William  P.  Dewees  for  the  office  of  Notary 
Public,  in  and  for  Duval  County. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME; 

^80  the  fo^pwing: 
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EZECUTITB  ChAMBES, 

December  9th,  1854. 
To  the  Hon.  Wil  F.  Rusbbll, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 
8a, : — ^I  respectfollj  nominate  Jacob  A.  Garrard  and  Cyprian  T. 
JeDkins,  as  Notarie's  Public,  and  James  A.  Bo.yet  and  John  £.  John- 
MD,  as  Anctioneers^in  and  for  the  County  of  Hernando. 

I       JAMES  E.  BROOME. 
On  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  nominations  therein  made, 
was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'- 
clock.. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  13, 1854. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  ot  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolution  which  had  passed  the  House, 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  viz : 

Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Algernon  S.  Speer  and 
Arthur  Ginn ; 

Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  Samuel  A.  Leonard  to 
build  a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 

Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  Stephen  C.  Gonzalez  to 
build  a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola; 

Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  James  M.  CockrofT  to  build 
a  Toil  Bridge  across  East  River,  in  the  County  of  Walton,  at  or 
near  Cockroff's  Ferry  on  said  River ; 

Resolution  asking  that  Picolata  be  made  a  Port  of  Delivery. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Haynes  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  An  Act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  Town  of  Jacksonville ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  by  its  title,  the  rule  waived,  read  a 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  75  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Notice  was  given  of  intention  to  introduce  the  following  bills  on 
some  future  day :  « 

By  Mr.  Pope : 

A  bill  to  repeal  the  Third  Article  of  Pourth  Section  of  the  law 
providing  for  sales  or  property  under  execution ;  also 

A  bill  to  alter  and  change  the  laws  now  in  force  providing  for  the . 
selection  of  Jurors. 

By  Mr.  Brown : 

A  bill  to  authorize  William  A.  Gainer  to  build  a  Toll  Bridge  over 
Bear  Creek  in  Washington  County. 

By  Mr.  Shine : 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  Ad  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  Joatice'a  of  tt» 
Peace;  also 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Willkun  R.  Haywatd. 

By  Mr.  Parsons : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of 
Bajport;  also 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  offices  of  Sheriff  and 
Tax  Assessor  and  Collector  in  Hernando  County. 

ByMr.  Dewitt: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Oliver  H.  Heam  to  build 
Bridge  across  the  Ocilla  River. 

By  Mr.  Carter : 

A  bill  to  be  entilled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  State 
Script  and  for  other  purposes. 

By  Mr.  Haynes : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  Pilotage  on  the  Bar  of  tlie 
River  St.  John's. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Fennell  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  laws  of  this  State  relating  to  gambling; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  aecood 
time  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  waived  to  permit  Mr.  Thompson,  of 
Levy,  to  introduce  a  bill  without  previous  notice. 

Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  certain  State  Officers,  dec. ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a 
second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  said  Bill  be  laid  on  the  table  ; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  were  as 
foUows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Dell,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Holla- 
man,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Riviere  and  White- 
hurst— 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dewitt,  Die- 
mukes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Penn,  Presoott,  Row- 
ley, Shine  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa, 
Wall   and  Zeigler— 19. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  said  bill  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  Public  Accounts. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Pope  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled An  act  authorizing  and  empowering  A.  J.  Lea,  Administrator, 
to  sell  certain  real  estate  therein  specified ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waivi^d,  read  the  aeeond 
time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrov. 

Mr.  Dummett  introduced  a  resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to 
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turnover  sixty  mnekets  and  accoutrements  to  the  Florida  Indepen- 
dent Bines ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HoUaman  moved  that  a  copy  of  each  of  the  newspapers  pub- 
lished in  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  be  furnished  each  member  of  this 
Hoase ; 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baisden,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  and  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  the  following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Henry  Benner  to  estab- 
lish a  Ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Neil  Monroe  to  establish 
a  ferry  across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Andrew  J«  Smiley,  a  mi* 
nor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Allen  Mondin  to  estab* 
Gsh  a  Toll  Bridge  across  the  Withlacoochee  River. 

J.  T.  BAISDEN, 

Chairman. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Ssi^fATE  Chamber,  > 

December  13, 1854.  ] 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives : 

Sib  : — The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills  and  resolution, 
m: 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  restore  the  force  and  opera- 
tion of  the  General  Laws  of  this  State,  in  relation  to  the  migration 
of  free  persons  of  color  into  this  State ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authoriae  Jackson  Lee  of  Ham- 
ilton County,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  legitimatize  Lucinda  Read,  and 
to  make  her  the  heir  at  law  t)f  William  M.  Read  of  the  County  of 
Hamilton,  Florida ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Anderson  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  allow  the  Supreme  and  Circuit 
Courts  to  hold  extra  terms ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Evidence  ; 

A  bill  to  establish  a  Ferry  at  Brown's  Ferry  in  Jackson  County ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  explanatory  of  the  several  acts  in  re- 
lation to  the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color  into  the  port  of  Key 
West ; 

A  bill  to  consolidate  the  office  of  Sheriff  and  Tax  Assessor  and 
Collector  of  Jackson  County ; 
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A  resolution  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  members  of  tiie 
Board  of  Internal  Improvement 

Very  respectfally, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
Ordered  that  the  House  Bills  be  enioUed,  and  the  Senate  bills  and 
Resolution  be  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  the  fifth  clause  of  the  sixth 
articlei  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Dower ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  concerning  the  retailing  of  spiritaoos 
liquors ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  Public  Accounts. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Galbraith  introduced  a  biU  to  be  en- 
titled An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Tsr 
and  Turpentine  in  this  State  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  Malcolm  Nicholson,  a 
minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Ccipmbs, 
Dell,  Disuiukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hoi- 
laman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  ^^ssau,  Neel,  Parsons, 
Pefln,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson 
of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall— 27. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dewitt,  Langford  and  Taylor — 3. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  B.  T.  Jordan  to  build  a 
bridge  across  the  Suwannee  River  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  whidi 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Chris- 
tie, Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Hapes, 
HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Pre8COtt,'Rowley,Shine,  Taylor,  TTiomp- 
son  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall,  Whitehurst  aud  Zeig* 
ler--3I. 
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Nays — ^None. 

So  SHid  bill  passed,  title  as  stated 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses,  approved  January  8,  1848  ; 

Was  read  the  second  tinne,  and  on  motion,  the  House  resolved  it- 
self itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  consideration  of 
said  bill,  Mr.  Shine  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  its  chalroian,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again  ; 

Which  report  was  received,  and  leave  granted.  , 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  An  act 
in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  the  Counties  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Es- 
cambia, so  far  as  relates  to  the  County  of  Santa  Rosa  ; 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  third 
time  by  jts  title,  and  put  upon  .its  pa.<!sage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisaen,  Bowers,  Browti,Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Dewitt,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Presscott,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Taylor,Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall,  Whitehurst  and  Zeigler — 31. 

Nay»— None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  in  relation  to 
Pilotage  at  the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Monroe,  moved  that  the  rules  be  waived  to  permit 
the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time ; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

The  bill   was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  ^ntitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Ander- 
son, of  Jackson  County ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  oa 
to  morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  allow  the  Supreme  and  Circuit 
(Courts  of  this  State  to  hold  extra  terms  whenever  the  regular  terms 
eannot  be  safely  held  in  conseqnence  of  the  prevalence  of  any  con- 
tagious disease,  at  the  time  and  place,  or  places,  appointed  by  law 
for  holding  the  regular  terms ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  timo  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Evidence ; 
.    Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

.    10  H 
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8enate  bill  to  be  entitled  Ad  act  to  eetablish  a  ferry  at  Brown's 
ferry,  in  Jackson  County ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  Frandnlent  Voting; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  oo 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  explanatory  of  the  several  Acts 
in  relation  to  the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color  into  the  Port  of 
Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  first  time. ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  th^  rules  were  waived,  and  said  bill  was 
read  a  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  rules  be  waived,  and  said  bill  be  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Speaker  put  the  question,  *'  Shall  the  rules  be  waived  V*  and 
upon  a  viva  voce  vote,  tbe^  Speaker  decided  that  the  House  had  vo- 
ted in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Rowley  called  for  a  division  of  the  House,    f 

The  Speaker  decided  that  after  a  decision  of  the  vote  by  the 
chair,  a  call  for  a  division  is  out  of  order,  from  which  decision  Mr. 
Rowley  appealed. 

Upon  the  question,  "  shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustain- 
ed V*  the  House  voted  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  consolidate  the  office  of 
SheriflT  and  Tax  Assessor  and  Collector  of  Jackson  County ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  resolution  for  payment  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Im- 
provement ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

On  motien,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  IQ 
.o'clock* 


THURSDAY,  December  14, 1854. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  ofiiciated  as  Chaplain. 

.A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings 
was  read,  amended  and  approved. 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  the  House  were  transmitted 
to  the  Senate,  viz : 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  empower  Malcolm  Nicholson,  a  mi- 
nor, to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 
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Bill  to  be  entidedy  An  Act  to  authorize  B.  T.  Jordon  to  build  a 
bridge  across  the  Sownnnee  River,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and 

Senate  bill  to  be  entided.  An  Act  to  repeal  An  Act  en  tided  An 
Act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  the  Counties  of  Santa  Rosa  and 
Escambia,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  County  of  Santa  Rosa  ; 

Mr.  HoUaman  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  a  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Quincy. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Shine  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en« 
tided.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Hay  ward,  and  others ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  Ume,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  nodcej  Mr.  Baisden  introduced  a  Mil  to  be 
entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  endtled  An  Act  amendatory  of 
the  First  Clause  of  the  Sixth  Ardcle  of  the  Consdtudon  of  fhis 
State ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Monroe  moved  that  a  Select  Committee  be  appoin* 
ted  to  ascertain  why  it  is  that  the  House  is  now  paying  to  the  prin- 
ter elect  fifty  cents  more  per  page  than  is  paid  to  said  printer  by 
the  Senate; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs  Jones 
of  Monroe  and  Langford,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Dismukee, 
Fennell,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Langford,  Neel,  Riviere,  Shine,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa, 
Whitehurst  and  Zeigler — 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Dewitt,  Duminett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Parsons,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Rowley,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZant  and  Wall 
—19. 

So  the  motion  was  lost 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Dewitt,  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
ootided.  An  Act  to  authorize  Oliver  Hearn  to  build  a  Toil  Bridge 
Across  the  Ocilla  River ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Dewitt  moved  that  the  rules  be  waived,  to  permit  said  bill  to 
be  read  a  second  time ; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  to  mor* 
row. 

Mr.  Bo\«er8  gave  notice,  that  he  would  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  making  an  appropriation  out  of  the  Inter<* 
DaiJmprovement  Fund  for  removing  obstructions  and  clearing  out 
£ast  and  Yellow  Rivers,  and  Four  Mile  Creek,  in  the  County  of 
Walten. 

Mr.  Parsons  presented  petitions  from    163  oitizens  of  Hernando 
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County,  asking  the  location  of  the   county  site  of  said  county,  at 
Bay  Port ; 

Which  were  read  and  refered  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Harris,  Thompson  of  Levy,  and  Buisden. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
was  received  and  read  : 

Treasurer's  Office,  ) 

Tallahassee,  December  13,  1854. ) 
To  the  Hon  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir  :-r-Accompanying,  herewith,  I  send  a  map  of  the  United 
State,  Received  from  the  late  Comptroller,  who  informs  me  tliai  it 
was  purchased  for  the  Representative  Hal. 

'  I  am,  very  repsectfuUy, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C;  H.  AUSTIN, 
Treasur«»r. 
Ordered  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  hang  the  map,  accoropan\iii^ 
said  letter,  in  some  place  in  the  Representative  Hall,  convenient  lor 
reference. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  read : 
The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  the  follow- 
ing bills  as  correctly  enrolled : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  restore  the  force  and  operation  of 
the  General  Laws  of  this  State  in  relation  to  the  migration  of  fiee 
persons  of  color  into  this  State  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Jacksno  Lee,  of  Hamilton 
County,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  tor  the  relief  of  Watson  W.  Leggetl; 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  legitamatize  Lucinda  Read,  and  to 
make  her  the  heir  at  law  of  William  M.  Read,  of  the  County  uf 
Hamilton, 

Respectfullv  aabmitted, 
J.  t.  BAISDEX, 
Chairman. 
Mr,  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  on  Corporations,  to  whom  wa^i 
ref^arred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  act  incorporating' 
the  city  of  St  Augustine,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  with 
out  amendment,  and  recommended  its  passage  ; 

Which  report  was  received,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  tbe 
Governor : 

Executive  Chamber,  }^ 

Tallahassee,  December  12th,  1854.** 
To  the  Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representaiites : 
@IB ; — I  respectfully  ncminate  Thos,  Shea,  David  Slow,  Be  rja- 
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mill  Lucas,  D«niel  Pratt,  mid  Robert  Mjere,  as  Auctioneers,  in  and 
for  the  Counij  of  Fiunklin  ; 

N.  Baker,  A,  R.  Allender,  J.  Milligan,  Harry  Swain,  B.  L.  Tur* 
nor,  H.  Harrison,  sen.,  and  James  P.  Penn,  as  Port  Wardens,  in  and 
for  the  County  of  Frank Hn  ; 

Samuel  Benezet,  Robert  Myers,  Willinm  A.  Kain,  Francis  \.  AHen- 
d'^T,  and  Benjamin  Gllisonas  Commissioncis  of  Pilot a<|;e,  in  and  for 
tlie  County  of  Franklin. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  nomintiaons  therein  made  advised  and 
consented  to. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellenfcy  the 
Governor: 

ExKcuTivE  Chamber,  ) 

Tallahassee,  December  13,  1854. ) 
Hon  W.  F.  Russell,  Speaker  of  the 

Ilmise  of  RepreseMfatives : 

Sir  : — I  inclose  a  communication  Irom  the  Treasurer  (if  the  Stnte, 
showing  that  the  appropriations  for  criminal  prosecutions,  and  for 
pay  of  Jurors  and  Witnesses,  have  been  exhausted,  and  furnishing 
estimates  for  tlie  probable  outstanding  balances. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  an  early  appropriation  be  made  by 
the  General  Assembly  to  cover  these  outstanding  balances. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  communication  from  the  Treasurer  ac- 
companying the  same,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
Public  Accounts. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  announcing  that  Messrs. 
Long,  Eppes  and  Brinson  had  been  appointed  a  Committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  to  act  with  the  Cotnmittee  on  the  part  of  tlie 
House,  for  the  purpose  of  drafting  Joint  Rules  for  tlie  government  of 
the  two  houses  of  the  General  AsseiVibly. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Senate  Chamber,  >  . 

Decembec  14,  1854.  $ 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir  : — The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills  and  resolution, 
viz :  • 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  cer- 
tain cases ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  create  a  fifth  Judicial  Circuit ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tallahassee  and 
Quincy  Plank  Road  Company  ; 

*  House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  James  M.  Cockroff 
to  erect  a  Toll  Bridge  across  Ea<it  River,  in  the  County  of  Walton, 
at  or  near  CockroflTs  Fenv  on  said  River; 
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House  bill  to, be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  A.  Leonard 
to  build  a  wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Stephen  C*  Gooza* 
lez  to  build  a  wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola ; 

House  resolution  asking  that  Picolata  be  made  a  Port  of  Delife* 
ry. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
Ordered  that  the  House  bills  and  resolution   be  enrolled,   and  the 
Senate  bills  placed  among  the  Oi-ders  of  the  Day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  nominations  made  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  his 
Message  of  the  9th  instant,  were  advised  and  consented  to. 

Senate  resolution  in  relation  to  the  election  of  certain  officen 
therein  namod  ; 

Was  rtjad  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Deli  moved  that  the  resolution  be  indefinitely  postponed,  up. 
on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  were  as  fol. 
lows: 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  ^Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Brown^ 
Carter,  Chaires,  Chribtie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dnramett,  Gal- 
braith,  Harri**,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons, 
Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompso  n  of  Levy,  VanZaot 
and  Wall— 28. 

Nays-^Messrs.  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Hollaman,  John- 
ston, Langford,  Nell,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Whitehurst  and  Zelff- 
ler— 12. 

So  the  resolution  was  indefinitely  postponed 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  iu  the  Town  of 
Jacksonville ; 

'  Came  up  on  its  second  reading,  and  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Laws  of  this  State  rela- 
ting to  Gambling ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Monroe,  moved  that  the  bill  he  indefinitely  postponed, 
upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  were  as  fel- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Coombs,  Dewett,  Dnmmett,  Galbralth,  JohnslcMi, 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Parsons,  Prescott,  Rowley,  VanZant  and  Zeigler^- 
IL 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Dis- 
cmkes,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  HoUaman,  Jones  ofNas- 
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saa,  Langford,  Pope,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson 
of  Santa  Rosa,  Wail  and  Whitehurstr— 20. 

So  the  motion  ^as  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fennell,  said  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill  to  be* entitled  an  act  aut];^orizing  and  empowering  A.  J.  Lea, 
administrator,  to  sell  certain  real  estate  therein  specified ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
TOte  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes»  Dummett,  Galbraith>  Haddock,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  ot  Nassau, 
Langford,  Neel,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Thomp- 
son of  Santa  Rosa^  VanZant,  Wall  and  Zeigler — 29. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  turn  oyer  sixty  musketa 
and  accoutrements  to  the  Florida  Independent  Blues ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Militia. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  the  Fifth  Clause  of  the 
Sifth  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Dell,  Dummett,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Penn,  and 
Prescott— 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter^  Chaii-es, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dewitt,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Harris, 
Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau^  Langford, 
Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor^  Thompson  of 
Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall'and  Whitehurst — 30. 

So  the  bill  was  lost 

Mr.  Rowley *moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  IL 
o'clock,  A.  M. ; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Speer,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow, 
10  o'clock,  A.  M./ 


FRIDAY,  December  15,  1854. 


The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 
A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  amen- 
ded, and  approved. 

A  bill  to  be  entided  An  act  authorizing  and  empowering  A.  J.  Lea, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


80 

Adnnnistrator,  to  sell  certain  real  estate  the!*ein  specified,  which  had 
passed  the  House,  was  transmitted  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  Senate  Resolution  for  the  payment  of  the 
Board  of  Internal  Improvement  was  placed  first  among  the  ordeis 
of  the  day. 

Pursuant  to  previous  no' ice,  Mr.  Hollaman  introduced  a  bill  to  he 
entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  town  of  Quincy ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  \)e  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Fennell  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day,  tsk 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  an  approprhition  out  of  the  Interna 
Improvement  Fund  for  removing  obstruotions  out  of  the  Choctawhat- 
chie  River. 

Mr.  Speer  gave,  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  the  county  site  of  Orange  Coun- 
ty  at  Mellonville,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  law. 

The  Committee  on  Engrossed  and  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled,  the  following  Bills  and  Resolutions,  viz: 

Resolution  asking  that  Picolata  be  made  a  Port  of  Delivery; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  autliorize  Stephen  C.  Gonzalez  to 
build  a  wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  A.  Leonard  to 
build  a  wharf  in  the  city  of  Pensacola; 

A  Resolution  to  declare  Manatee  a  Port  of  Delivery. 

The  following  report  was  received : 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  A. 
T.  Frierson,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  other  citizens  of  Her 
nando  County,  praying  that  the  Court  House  of  said  County  be  per- 
tiianently  located  at  Bay  Port,  in  said  County,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  tliey  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  said  pet ioner»4>e  granted* 
for  which  purpose,  they  herewith  report  to  the  HouSe^a  bill,  aud  re- 
commend that  it  do  pass. 

W.  S.  HARRIS, 
JAMES  T.  THOMPSON, 
JOSIAH  T.  BAISDEN. 

Whirh  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  tinje  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Duminett,  from  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bin  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Volusia,  rr- 
ported  said  Bill  back  to  the  House  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mended its  passage ; 

Which  report  was  received,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 
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S^NATB   CHAHfilfiB,  ) 

December  15th^  1854.      ) 
Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  RepresetOatites : 
Sra: — ^The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills,  viz: 
A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Palatka  and  Mica* 
nopj  Plank  Road  Company ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  An  act  amendatory  of  An 
aet  to  establish  a  Mayor's  Court  in  the  cify  of  Apalachicola  ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  enforce  the  laws  against  the  viola* 
tions  of  the  Sabbath  day  in  Monroe  County  ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  drainage  of  the  Alach- 
ua savannah ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Algernon  S. 
Speer  and  Arthur  Ginn ; 

Very  Respectfully* 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
Ordered  that  the  House  bill  be  enrolled,  and  the  Senate  bills  be 
placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  rule  being  waived,  the  following  report  was  received  : 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  coronTuni- 
ations  of  the  Governor  and  Treasurer,  respecting  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  Criminal  Prosecutions  and  State  Witnesses  and 
Jurors,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  in  order  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  State,  it  is  important 
tiiat  the  additional  amount  asked  for  be  immediately  appropriated, 
as  the  funds  are  in  the  treasury,  but  cannot  be  paid  out  but  in  pursu^ 
ance  of  law.  They,  therefore,  present  a  bill  for  this  purpose,  and 
ask  your  favorable  action. 

JOHN  PARSONS, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Finance. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  following  enrolled  bills,  which,  having  passed  both  Houses  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  had  been  signed  by  the  presiding  ofl[icer8 
thereof,  were  transmitted  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  for  appro- 
val, viz: 

An  Act  to  authorize  Henry  Benner  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the 
Withlacoochee  River; 

An  Act  to  authoriz3  Neil  Monroe  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the 
Withlacoochee  River ; 

An  Act  to  authorize  Allen  Mondin  to  establish  a  toll  bridge  a- 
cross  the  Withlacoochee* River; 

nil 
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An  Act  to  authorize  Andrew  J.  Smiley  of  Colombia  CooqIj,  s 
minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

An  Act  to  restore  the  force  and  operation  of  the  general  laws  of 
this  State,  in  relation  to  the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color  inta 
this  State  r         ' 

An  Act  to  authorize  Jackson  Lee,  of  Hamilton  County,  to  assume 
the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Watson  W.  Leggett; 

An  Act  to  legitimatize  Lucinda  Read,  and  to  make  her  the  heir* 
at-law  of  William  M.  Read,  of  the  County  of  Hamilton,  Florida. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Senate  Resolution  for,  the  payment  of  the  Board  of  Internal  In>- 
provement ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time, 
and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dismukes,  Dommetf,  Fennell,  Gal- 
braith.  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaroan,  Johnston,  Jones  of 
Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant,  WaB^  Whitehnrst  and  Zeigkr 
87. 

Nays— None. 

So  the  Resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  Id> 
specters  of  Tar  and  Turpentine  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  by  ks  title. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  75  copies  of  said  bill  be  printed ; 

Which  motion  was  tost 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  in  relation  to 
Pilotage  at  the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

Came  up  on  its  thh'd  reading,  and  was  postponed  ontil  to-mor- 
tovr. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
j^yment  of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses,  approved  January  8,  1848; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

The  House  in  a  Committee  of  tiie  Whole  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  said  bill — Mr.  Shine  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  of  said  bill,  the  Conmiittee- 
rose,  and  by  its  Chairman,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House 
with  amendments,  and  asked  to  be  discharged  ; 

Which  report  was  received,  the  amendments  concurred  in,,  and  the* 
Committee  discharged. 
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Ordered  that  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morw 
row. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Ander- 
son ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  allow  the  Supreme  and  Cir- 
cuit Courts  to  hold  extra  terms ; 

Was  road  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Evidence ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Penn  moved  that  75  copies  thereof  bo  printed ; 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-mop- 
row. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  establish  a  Ferry  at  Brown's' 
Ferry  in  Jackson  County ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  rules  be  waived  to  permit  him  to 
make  a  motion ; 

Upon  the  question  of  waiving  the  rules,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowors,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Gal- 
braith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nas- 
sau, Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Thompson  of 
Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall — 20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dell,  Hollaman,  Rowley,  Sliine,  VanZant,  White- 
hurst  and  Zeigler — 7. 

So  the  House  refused  to  waive  the  rules,  three-fourths  of  the  mem- 
bers present  not  voting  therelbr. 

Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Elections. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  explanatory  of  the  several  Actg 
in  relation  to  the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color  into  the  Port  of 
Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bowers,  Coombs,  Fennell,  Jones  of  Monroe,  and 
Jones  of  Nassau — 5. 

Nays — iVIr.  Speaker,  Messrs  Brown,  Chaires,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dis- 
mukes,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston, 
Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley, 
Shine,  Speer,  Tavlor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa^ 
VanZant,  Wall,  Whitehurat  and  Zeigler— 29. 

So  sold  bill  was  lost 
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Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  consolidate  the  office  of  Sber* 
iff  and  Tax  Assessor  and  Collector  of  Jackson  County ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Jadiciary  Com* 
mittee. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  governing  Judges  of  Probates  la 
certain  cases; 

Was  read  Uie  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  oa 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  create  a  fifth  Judicial  Cir* 
cnit ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  oo 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Tallahassee  aod 
Quincy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  od 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  R,  Hayward 
and  others  ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading,  and  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An  Act 
amendatory  of  the  First  Clause  of  the  Sixth  Article  of  the  Coostittt- 
tion  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pope  the  Hooae 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  coDsideration 
ol  said  bill,  Mr.  Galbraith  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  its  Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House,  with 
all  after  the  enacti-^g  clause  stricken  out 

Which  report  was  received. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  were  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaiiw, 
Coombs,  Dewitt,  Dismukes,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  HoliamaD, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Peno,  Ri>iere, 
Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall, 
Whitehurst  and  Zeigler— 26. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Dell,  Fennell,  Haynes,  Langford,  Ncel, 
Pope,  Prescott,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  VanZant — JO. 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Oliver  H.  Heam  to  build 
a  Toll  Bridge  across  the  Ocilla  River ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  tomorrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  organize  the  County  of  Volaaa; 
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Was  read  tho  second  time  bj  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  on  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  Section  4  of  An  Act 
amendatory  of  An  Act  to  establish  and  organize  a  Mayor's  Conit 
for  the  City  of  Apalachicola,  approved  January  4th,  1853  ; 

Was  rea  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  he  entitled  An  Act  to  enforce  the  laws  against  vio- 
lations of  the  Sabbath  day  in  Monroe  County ; 

Was  read  the  first  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to*morrow. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock, 
A.  M. 


SATURDAY,  December  16,  1854. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

Senate  Resolution  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  Board  of  In* 
temal  Improvement,  which  had  passed  the  House  without  amend- 
ment, was  transmitted  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Enrolled  Bills  and  Resolutions,  which  had  passed 
both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  had  been  signed  by  the 

{iresiding  officers  thereof,  were  transmitted  for  approval  to  his  Excel- 
ency  the  Governor,  viz : 

An  Act  to  authorize  Samuel  A.  Leonard  to  build  a  Wharf  in  the 
City  of  Pensacola ; 

An  Act  to  authorize  Stephen  C.  Gonzalez  to  build  a  Wharf  in  the 
City  of  Pensacola ; 

A  Resolution  to  declare  Manatee  a  Port  of  Delivery  ;  and 

A  Resolution  asking  that  Pieolata  be  made  a  Port  of  Delivery. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Levy,  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  fu- 
ture day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  granted 
George  H.  Tresper  to  establish  a  ferry  on  the  Suwannee  River,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  also 

A  bill  to  amend  Article  Fourteenth  of  the  Constitution  of  Florida, 
by  striking  out  the  second  Section  thereof. 

Mr.  Baisden  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  Incorporate  the 
Suwannee,  Santafee  and  Gulf  Navigation  Company. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  a  Committee  of  three  was  appointed, 
ponsisting  of  Messrs.  Galbraith,  Dell  and  Speer,  to  wait  on  the  Sen* 
ate  and  ask  the  return  of  Senate  Resolutions  for  the  payment  of  the 
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Board  of  Interaal  Improvement,  which  had  paased  the  Hoose  on 
yesterday : 

Said  Committee  having  waited  upon  the  Senate,  retamed,  and  re> 
ported  they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Pope  introduced  a  bill  to  be  enti- 
tled, An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Bell ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Taylor  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  tsk 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  granting  pre-emptions  to  settlers  on  State 
Lands  lying  on  the  disputed  boundary  line  between  Florida  and  Geor- 
gia, 

A  Committee  from  the  Senate  returned  to  the  House  Senate  Res- 
olution to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  Board  of  Internal  hn- 
provement ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  vote  upon  the  adoption  of  said  Reso- 
lution was  reconsidered. 

On  motion,  the  Resolution  was  placed  first  among  the  Orders  of 
the  Day. 

Mr.  Bellamy  moved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  in- 
form the  Senate  that  the  House  will  be  ready  to  go  into  an  electioQ 
of  a  United  States  Senator  to-day,  at  12  o'clock,  M.,  knd  ask  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate ; 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Speer  and 
Parsons  were  appointed  said  Comnuttee. 

Said  Comlnittee  having  wailed  upon  the  Senate,  returned  and  re- 
ported that  they  had  performed  the  duty  asi>igned  them. 

Mr.  Dell  presented  a  petition  from  sundry  citizens  of  East  Flor- 
da,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  to  provide  for  the  drainage  of  tbe 
Alachua  Savannah ; 

Which  was  ordered  to  be  placed  uith  the  bill  already  introduced 
for  that  purpose. 

TTie  follo\%nng  Report  was  received  and  read  : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  ask  leave  to  report  the  foBow- 
ing  bills  as  correctly  enrolled : 

A  biU  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  tho  relief  of  Doct  Algernon  S. 
Speer  and  Arthur  Ginn. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  James  M.  Cockroff  to 
erect  a  Toll  Bridge  across  East  River,  in  the  County  of  Walton,  at 
or  near  Cockrofi*'s  Ferry  on  said  river. 

Respectfully  subniStted, 

J.  T.  BAISDEN, 
Chairman. 

The  following  Report  was  received  and  read : 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  appointed  to  draft  and  report  Joint 
Rules  of  the  General  Assembly,  having  conferred  together  and  conr 
sidered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  report  the  followuig : 
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JOINT  RULES  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY, 

Rule  1.  Messages  from  either  House  to  the  other  shall  be  sent  by 
such  persons  as  a  sense  of  propriety  in  each  House  may  determine, 

2.  After  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  Houses,  it  shall  be  duly  en- 
rolled by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate,  as  the  bill  may  have  originated  in  one  or  the 
other  House. 

3.  When  a  bill  or  resolution  which  shall  have  passed  in  one  House 
is  rejected  in  the  other,  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  to  the  House  in 
which  the  same  may  have  passed. 

4.  When  a  bill  or  resolution  which  has  been  passed  in  one  House 
shall  be  rejected  in  the  other,  it  shaD  not  be  brought  in  during  the 
same  session,  without  notice  of  ten  days,  and  leave  of  two-thii5s  of 
that  House  in  which  it  shall  be  moved. 

5.  Each  House  shall  transmit  to  the  other  all  papers  on  which  any 
bill  or  resolution  shall  be  founded. 

6.  No  bill  that  shall  have  passed  one  House  shall  be  sent  for  con^ 
currence  to  the  odier  on  either  of  the  last  three  days  of  the  session, 

7.  After  each  House  shall  have  adhered  to  their  disagreement,  a 
bill  or  resolution  shall  be  lost 

8.  When  elections  are  required  to  be  made  by  joint  vote  of  the 
two  Houses,  the  time  of  elec^g  shall  be  previously  agreed  upon,  and 
each  House  shall  communicate  the  nominations  made  therein  to  the 
other  prior  to  the  voting. 

9.  Each  House  shall  communicate  to  the  other  the  nominations^ 
and  the  result  of  each  voting. 

10.  In  every  Joint  Committee,  the  member  first  named  on  the 
part  of  the  House  first  proposing  such  Committee,  shall  convene  the 
same. 

IL  During  the  election  of  officers,  there  shall  be  no  motions  en^ 
tertained  except  to  adjourn,  to  proceed  to  vote,  to  nominate  and  ta 
withdraw  a  candidate,  which  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the 
order  they  stand. 

12.  The  doings  throughout  shall  proceed  without  debate. 

13.  Communications  shall  be  made  on  paper,  and  signed  by  the 
Secretary  of  each  House,  and  transmitted  by  the  Messenger  or  Door- 
Keeper. 

14.  In  every  case  of  disagreement  between  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  either  House  may  suggest  conference,  and  ap- 
point a  Committee  for  that  purpose,  and  the  other  House  shall  also 
appoint  a  Committee  to  confer,  at  a  convenient  hour,  to  be  designa- 
ted by  the  Chairman ;  said  Committee  shall  meet  and  confer  freely 
on  the  subject  of  disagreement 

15.  Whenever  a  public  bill  or  resolution  is  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  either  House,  a  number  shall  be  ordered  sufl^cient  for 
the  use  of  both  Houses ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
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the  Senate,  or  Clerk  of  the  House,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  inform  die 
other  House  of  such  order,  and  to  transmit  to  that  House  the  requi- 
site nomber  of  printed  copies. 

RespectfoUj  sobmitted, 

M.  A.  LONG, 
Chairman  on  part  of  Senate. 

PHHJP  DELL, 
Chairman  on  part  of  House. 
On  motion,  said  Joint  Roles  were  adopted. 
Ordered,  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
The  following  Message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Senate  CHAXSEKy  December  16, 1854 
Hotu  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  RepresetUaiites : 
Sir :— The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  Bills,  viz : 
House  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Hemy  Christy 
and  Theophilus  Higginbotham. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  empower  Malcolm  Nicholson, 
a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate. 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jose  VigiL 
A  Bill  to  be  entitled.   An   Act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  the 
Counties  of  Putnam  and  Marion. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  in  relation  to  Slaves  and  Free  Per- 
sons of  color. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Doct  C.  A.  HentE. 
Very  req)ectfullj, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  Senate, 
Ordered,  that  the  HouSe  Bills  be  enrolled,  and  the  Senate  Bills  be 
placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Senate  Resolution  for  payment  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improve' 
ment; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  vote  ordering  said  Resolution  to  be  read  a  third 
time  was  reconsidered,  and  said  Resolution  was  placed  on  its  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  to  amend  said  Resolution  by  adding  the  follow- 
ing: 

Be  U  further  resolved.  That  upon  the  Comptroller  auditing  said 
claims,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tlie  Treasurer  to  pay  the  same  out  of 
the  Internal  Improvement  Fund ;  Provided,  said  amount  so  paid  shall 
be  returned  to  said  fund  whenever  any  money  shall  come  into  the 
Treasury,  resulting  from  the  sale  of  Swamp  Lands. 

A^liich  motion  was  agreed  to  and  said  amendment  adopted. 
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Mr.  Rowley  moved  to  amend  the  Resolution  by  adding  the  follow* 
ing: 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
Resolution,  all  laws  which  established  the  Board  of  Intermd  Improve* 
ment  are  hereby  repealed. 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
]^owley  and  Langford,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bowers,  Fennell,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel, 
Riviere,  Rowley  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa— 8» 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes, 
Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott.  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZant,  Wall  and 
Whitehurst— 27. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adopt  said  amendment 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  Resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
which  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Pope  moved  &at  the  rules  be  waived,  and  die  Resolution  be 
read  a  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  motion  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy^  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell, 
Dewitt,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn, 
Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
VanZant,  Wall  and  Whitehurst— 29. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bowers,  Langford,  Rowley  and  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa — 4. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  four-fiftbs  of  the  members  voting 
therefor,  and  said  Resolution  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended, 
and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dell, 
Dewitt,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraidi,  Haddock,  Harriss,  Haynes,  Hol- 
laman, Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel, 
Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thomp* 
son  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant,  Wall  and  Whitehurst — 3L 

Nays — None. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  in  relation  to 
the  Pilotage  of  the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  waived,  and  said  Bill  was  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Jones  of  Monroe,  Parsons 
and  Speer. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Town  of  Quin- 
cy; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Tuesdav  next 

12  H 
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A  Committee  from  the  Senate  infonned  die  House  that  die  Senate 
luul  concurred  in  the  motion  to  go  into  the  election  of  a  United  Sutet 
Senator  at  12  o'clock. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  pennanentlj  locate  the  Coort  House 
4>f  Hernando  Comity ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tioie  <m 
Monday  next 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  nuddng  adiiitional  appropmtions  ta 
defray  the  expenses  of  Criminal  Prosecutionsy  and  for  the  payment  of 
Jvors  and  State  WitneMes  for  the  fiscal  years  1853  and  1854; 

Was  read  the  second  tune,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  oi 
Monday  next 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  to  provide  for  die 
payment  of  Jurors  and  State  WitnesseSy  apfMt>Ted  January  8, 1848; 

\Vas  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  a  call  of  the  Honse  was  ordered. 

Upon  callhig  the  roll,  ^  following  members  were  absait,  riz: 

Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Christie,  Dell,  Dismnkes,  HaddocJL,  Lang- 
ford,  Porter,  Shine,  VanZant  and  Zeigler. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  Sergeant-at^Arms  was  directed  to  re> 
quest  the  appearance  of  the  absentees. 

Hie  roll  being  again  caQed,  the  following  members  were  absent, 
viz :  Messrs.  Brown,  Dismiikes,  Porter  and  Zei^er. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FenneU,  farther  proceedings  onder  the  call  woe 
dispensed  with. 

Hie  Bill  was  then  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  vas: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy^  Bowers,  Carter,  Chairei^ 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dommett,  Fennell,  Galbrailh,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hajnei 
Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Sneer,  Tliomp> 
son  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Saiita  Rosa,  VanZant,  Wail  and  White- 
hurst— 31. 

Nays — Mr.  Taylor— 1. 

So  the  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  die  Senate. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entided.  An  Act  for  die  rdief  of  John  B.  Ander- 
son ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  pat  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  die 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  BeUamy,  Bowers,  Carter,  Chaires,  Chris- 
tie, Dell,  Dommett,  Fennell,  Galbrahh,  Haddock,  Johnston,  Jones  of 
Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassao,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Riviere.  Rowley,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa,  Wall  and  Whitehnrst— 27. 

Nays — Messrs.  Coombs,  Dewitt,  Harris,  Haynes  and  TanZant 
—5.  ^ 

So  the  bill  passed,  tide  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
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THie  rules  being  waived  to  permit  Mr.  Rowley  to  make  a  motion, 
Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  be  instructed  to  in- 
form persons  within  and  without  the  bar  that  smoking  is  not  permit- 
ted in  the  Representative  Hall  during  the  sitting  of  the  House ; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  the  House  took  a  recess  of  ten  minutes. 

At  the  exjHration  of  ten  minutes,  the  House  resumed  its  session. 

Hie  roll  being  called,  there  was  a  quorora  present 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter,  a  Committee  of  three  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  Messrs^  Carter,  Shine  and  Parsons,  to  inform  the  Sen- 
ate that  the  House  was  then  ready  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
tJnited  States  Senator. 

Said  Committee  having  waited  upon  the  Senate,  returned,  and  re- 
ported that  they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them.         • 

The  Senate  entered  the  Hafl : 

The  President  of  the  Senate,  by  invitation  of  the  Speaker,  took 
the  Chair. 

The  President  declared  the  object  of  the  joint  meeting  to  be  the 
election  of  a  United  States  Senator,  and  announced  that  nominations 
were  in  order. 

Mr.  Long  (of  the  Senate,)  nominated  David  L.  Yulee. 

Mr.  HoHaman  (of  the  House)  nominated  Thomas  Brown. 

The  vote  was : 

For  V  ulee. — Senate — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson,  Cone, 
Crigler,  Filor,  Hawes,  Kilorease,  Long  and  Provence — 10, 

House. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Balsden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dewitt,  Dummett,  Gtdbraith,  Harris,  Hayne^ 
Parsons,  Penn,Pope,  Prescott,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZant 
and  Wall— 2L    Totol— 3L 

FoK*  Brown. — Senate — Messrs.  Eppes,  Gillls,  Hopkins,  Myrick, 
Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy^-7. 

^House. — Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Hollaman, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Ri- 
viere, Shine,  Speer  and  Thompson  oi  Santa  Rosa — 14.    Total  21 

Blank. — Senate — Mr.  Wynn — 1. 

House.— Mr.  Rowley— 1.    Total  2. 

The  President  declared  David  L.  Yulee  duly  elected  United  States 
tStates  Senator  for  six  years  from  the  fourth  day  of  March  next 

On  motion,  the  Joint  Meeting  adjourned,  and  the  Senate  returned 
to  tkeir  Chamber. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parsons,  a  Committee  of  three  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Carter,  Parsons  and  Bellamy,  to  act  witii  a  sim- 
ilar committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  the  Hon.  Da- 
vid L.   Yulee,  Senator  elect,  and  inform  him  of  his  election. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday  morning,  10  o*- 
«lock. 
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MONDAY,  December  18,  1854. 

The  Hoose  met  parsoant  to  adjoarnment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quoram  being  present,  the  Jonrnal  of  Saturday  was  read,  ain^D' 
ded  and  approved. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolution,  which  had  passed  the  House, 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  viz : 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  to  provide  for  th« 
payment  of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses,  approved  JaDoarv  8, 184b; 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  tiie  relief  of  John  B.  Ander 
son;  and 

Senate  Resolation  for  payment  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improve- 
ment 

The  following,  commonioation  was  addressed  to  His  Excelleocj 
the  Governor : 

HousB  OF  Repsesentatives,  ) 
December  18,  1854.    ) 
His  Excellency  James  E.  Bboohe, 

Governor  of  the  SUOe  of  Florida: 

Sir  : — We  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  at  t 
joint  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  held  on  the  16th  inst ,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  a  United  States  Senator  for  six  years  from  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next,  Mr.  David  L.  Yulee  was  dechu-ed  dilj 
elected  United  States  Senator  for  the  term  aforesaid. 
Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 
Clerk  Ho.  Reps. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Penn,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Neel 
on  til  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Langford  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  aA 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Sapp,  of  Madisoo 
County,  Florida. 

Mr.  Harris  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  mIl 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  William 
R.  Friar,  of  Marion  County. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Carter  introduced  a  Bill  to  beeo- 
titled  An  Act  to  authorize  County  Commissioners  to  grant  Liceiuei 
to  retail  Spirituous  and  Vinous  Liquors,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  seeood 
tame  on  to*morrow. 

Pursuant  to  prtvious  notice,  Mr.  Brown  introduced  a  Bill  to  be 
mtitled  An  Act  to  authorize  William  A.  Gainer  to  build  a  Toll 
Bridge  across  Bear  Creek  \ 
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Which  was  read  the  first  time,  an«l  ordered  to  be  read  a  S'^cond 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Taylor  ifitrodoced  a  Bill  to  b'? 
entitled  An  Act  to  grant  Pre-emptions  to  Settlers  on  the  Stale  Lands 
lying  on  the  disputed  Boundary  Line  between  Plorida  and  Geor- 
gia; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Parsons  intioduccd  the  following 
Bills,  viz; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of 
Bay  Port;  and 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  unite  the  offices  of  Sheriffand  Tax- 
Assessor  and  Collector,  in  Hernando  County ; 

Which  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  the  sec- 
ond time  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Prescoit  presented  a  petition  from  125  citizens  of  Duval  Coun- 
ty, asking  that  said  County  be  divided  and  a  new  county  established 
oat  of  .1  portion  thereof; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Prescott,  Baisden  and  Wall. 

Mr.  Penn  presented  a  petition  from  sundry  citizens  of  Apalachico- 
la,  asking  the  passage  of  An  act  to  improve  the  Harbor  and  Bay  of 
Apalachicola ; 

Which  was  read. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Penn  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Harbor  and  Bay  of  Apalach- 
icola ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Carter  ofiered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be  requested  to  furnish  the  Houso 
of  Representatives  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  scrip  issued  under 
the  act  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  Captain  Spark  man's,  Parker's,  and  other  volunteer 
cocDpanies,  for  services  in  the  year  1849,  including  the  interest  there- 
on, to  the  first  day  of  January,  1855. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Carter  ofiTe^-ed  a  resolution  to  make  Tampa  a  Port  of  Entry ; 

Whiah  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Carter  offered  a  resolution  relative  to  extra  compensation  of 
tke  Clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
#D  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bowers  offered  a  resolution  making  appropriations  for  thtpoF- 
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pOBe  of  clearing  out  the  obstnictions  to  the  navigation  of  East  and 
Yellow  Rivers  and  Foar  Mile  Creek  in  Walton  County ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
00  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  on  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolotion 
aathorizing  the  Governor  to  tarn  over  sixtj  muskets  and  accoutre- 
ments to  the  Florida  Independent  Bines,  reported  the  same  back  to 
the  House  with  an  amendment; 

Which  report  was  received,  and  the  resolotion  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report : 
The  Committee  on   Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the  following 
bills  and  report  the  same  as  correctly  Enrolled : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  die  relief  of  Jose  Vigil ; 
A  bill  to   be  entitled  An   act  to  authorize  Malcom  Nicholson,  a 
minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Christy  and 
Theophilus  Higgiubotham. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  BAISDEN, 
Chairman. 
Which  was  read. 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate  bill  entitled 
An  act  in  relation  CO  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of  Key  West,  reported 
said  bill  back  to  the  House  with  amendments; 

Which  report  was  received,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Orders 
of  the  Day. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Senate  Chamber,  ) 

December  18, 1854. ) 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives  : 
Snt : — The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills,  viz  : 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  act  regulating  ConomoD 
Law  Proceedmgs; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  An  act  entitled  An  act  to 
amend  the  several  acta  concerning  License  to  retail  Spirituoas  Li- 
quors. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  UVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
Ordered  that  the  bills  be  daeed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Dsy. 
Hie  following  bills  which  had  passed  b6th  Houses  were  trans- 
mitted for  approval  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  viz : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Algernon  S.  Speer  and  Arthur  Ginn ; 
An  act  to  authorize  James  M.  Cockroff  to  build  a  Toll  Bridge 
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across  East  River  in  the  County  of  Walton,  at  or  near  Cockroff's 
Ferry  on  said  River.- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shine,  a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

Upon  calling  the  roll  the  following  members  were  absent,  viz :      ^ 

Messrs.  Bellamj',  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dismukes,  Hollaman,  John- 
ston Neel,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Whitehurst  and  Zeigler. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shine,  further  proceedings  under  the  call  were 
dispensed  with. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  town  of 
Jacksonville  ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading,  and  was  postponed  and  made  the 
special  Order  of  the  Day  for  Wednesday  next 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  allow  the  Supreme  and  Circuit 
Courts  to  hold  extra  terms  whenever  thp  regular  terms  cannot  be 
safely  held,  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  any  contagious  dis- 
ease at.  time  and  place,  or  places,  appointed  by  law  for  holding  the 
regular  terms ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie,  Dewitt, 
Dammett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Parsons,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall — ^20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dell,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Shine, 
Speer  and  VanZant — 7. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  in  relation  to  Evidence ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie,  Dell,  Dummett, 
Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones^of  Monroe,  Jones 
of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Tay- 
lor, Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and 
Wall— 24. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  establish  Ferry  at  Brown's 
Ferry,  in  Jackson  County ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Dell,  Dewitt, 
Dammett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of 
Naasau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Prescott,  Reviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer 


Digitized  by 


Google 


9« 

Tajlor,  Th  miwoD  of  Levy,  Thompeon  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant 
and  Wall— 25. 

Nays — Mr.  Jones  of  Monroe — 1. 
^    So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ord(*red  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  governing  Jadges  of  Probatai 
in  certain  cases; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committer 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Parsons,  Shine  and  .Carter. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  create  a  Fiflh  Judicial  Cir. 
cuit; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ofths 
W^hole  for  the  consideration  of  said  bill,  Mr.  Shine  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose  and  by  it  Clja;rtnan  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Senate  bill  to  be  enti'led  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Tallahassee 
and  Quincy  Plank  Road  Company  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitt  e  on  Internal  Improvements.  , 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Hayward 
and  others ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Ae 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  Bill,  Mr.   Parsons  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  its  Chairman,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House  with 
amendments : 

Which  report  was  received. 

Said  bill  was  read  the  second  time  as  amended. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking  oat  the  words** to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropria- 
ted '*  at  the  end  fif  the  first  Section,  and  adding  said  words  to  the 
end  of  the  second  Section  ; 

Which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter,  the  further  consideration  of  said  BiU 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  was 
read: 

Executive  Chamber,         ) 
Tallahassee,  December.  15,  1854. ) 
Hon.  W.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  : — I  have  approved  and  sifi:ned  the  following  Acts : 

An  act  to  authorize  Henry  Bonner  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the 
Withlacoochee  River ; 
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An  act  to  authorize  J*9[eil  Monroe  to  establish  a  ferry  across  thtf 
Withlacoochee  River ; 

An  act  to  authorize  Allen  Mondin  to  establish  a  Toll  Bridge 
across  the  Withlacoochee  River ; 

An  act  to  aathorize  Andrew  J.  Smiley  of  Columbia  County,  a  mi- 
nor, to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate ; 

An  act  to  restore  the  force  and  operation  of  the  General  Laws  of 
this  State  in  relation  to  the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color  into  this 
State; 

An  act  to  authorize  Jackson  Lee,  of  Hamilton  County,  to  assume 
the  management  of  his  own  estate  ; 

An  act  to  legitimatize  Lucinda  Read,  and  to  make  her  heir  at  h.w 
of  William  M.  Read,  of  the  County  of  Hamilton,  Florida. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Also  the  iollowing : 

Executive  Chamber, 
December  16, 1854. 
Hon.  W.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  : — I  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  Bills  and  Reso- 
lutions : 

An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  A.  Leonard  to  build  a  Wharf  in  the 
City  of  Pensacola ; 

An  act  to  authorize  Stephen  C.  Gonzalez  to  build  a  Wharf  in  the 
City  of  Pensacola  ; 

A  Resolution  to  declare  Manatee  a  Port  of  Delivery. 

A  Resolution  asking  that  Picolala  be  made  a  Port  of  Delivery. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Also  the  following : 

ExECtTTivE  Chamber,  > 

December  15,  1854.      J 
Hon.  W.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  : — I  respectfully  return,  without  approval,  An  act  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Watson  W.  Le^gett" 

The  Act  proposes  to  relieve  Watson  W.  Lcggett  from  all  liability 
on  account  of  a  certain  Judgment  obtained  against  him  (by  the 
State  of  Florida)  as  one  of  the  Sureties  on  the  Appearance  Bond  of 
Ashley  Braswell.  To  my  mind,  there  are  insuperable  objections  as 
a  matter  of  State  policy,  to  the  precedent  which  this  act  would  es- 
tablish. But  without  discussing  these,  it  may  be  sufficient  for  me  to 
rest  my  objections  on  the  want  of  Constitutional  Power  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  pass  such  an  Act. 

The  2nd  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  distributes  the 
powers  of  Governmentbetween  the  Legislative,  Executive  and  Judi- 
cial Depaitments,  and  expressly  declares  that  neither  "  shall  exerciw 
13  H 
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any  power  properly  belonging  to  either  of  the  otherSi  except  Id  ih» 
instances  expressly  provided  in  this  Constitution." 

The  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  is  conferred  on  the  Got- 
emor,  and  may  be  found  in  the  eleventh  clause  of  the  third  article  of 
the  Constitution;  and  if  this  judgment  is  upon  a  forfeiture,  which 
seems  to  be  the  case,  it  will  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  power  o{ 
remission  ''  properly  belong/'  to  the  Executive,  and  not  the  Legisli- 
tive  Department  of  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

On  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  returned  by  His  Exed- 
lency  with  his  objections,  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Volosia; 

Was  read  the  third  and  pat  upon  its  passage^  upon  which  the  vote 
was  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie,  DeD, 
Dummett,  Fennel),  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of 
Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Penn,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley, 
Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa 
and  Wall— 25. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  section  4  of  An  set 
amendatory  of  An  act  entitled  An  act  to  establish  a  Mayor's  Coort 
for  the  City  of  Apalachicala,  approved  January  5,  1853. 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  enforce  the  laws  against  vio- 
lations of  the  Sabbath  day  in  Monroe  County ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Peon,  indefinitdj 
postponed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Palatka  and 
Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  sec- 
ond time  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Oliver  H.  Heam  to  build 
a  Toll  Bridge  across  the  Ocilla  River ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  whidi 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie,  DeD, 
Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rota  lod 
Wall— 24. 
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Nays — ^None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the 
Citj  of  St  Augustine,  approved  February  4,  1833; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
Uie  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter, 
Dell,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Jones  of 
Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Prescott,  Ri- 
viere, Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thomp- 
son of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — ^26. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  abt  to  authorize  the  drainage  of  the 
Alachua  Savannah; 

Was  read  the  first  time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  road  a  sec- 
ond time  on  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  C.  A.  Hentz; 

Was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  rules  be  waived  to  permit  said  bill  to 
be  read  a  second  and  third  times  and  put  upon  its  passage  ; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  to-mor- 
row. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free  per- 
sons of  color ; 

W$s  read  the  first  time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  sec- 
ond time  on  to-morrow. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Shine  introduced  a  resolution  author- 
izing the  Governor  to  allow  compensation  to  counsel  employed  in 
behalf  of  Florida  in  litigating  the  boundary  line; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrew. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Monroe  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-mor- 
row, 10  o'clock,  A.  M.; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  the 
Counties  of  Putnam  and  Marion  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  oa 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Bell ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  10  o'- 
clock, A.  M. ; 
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Which  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  S peer  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  9  o*- 
clock,  A.  M.  ; 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Penn,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-moirow,  10 
o'clock,  A.  M. 


TUESDAY,  December  19,  1854. 

The  HouBO  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  Mr.  Fennell  moved  that  the  reading  of 
the  journal  of  yesterday  be  dispensed  with; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Russell  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  ititroduce  a  Resolution  relative  to  the  duties  of  Graud  Ja- 
rors,  and  for  other  purpo>es ; 

Mr.  Duiumett  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  fiature  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  Anactcon* 
corning  Roads  and  Highways,  now  in  force  in  this  State. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr,  Rowley  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Pilots  and  Pilotage  of  the 
Bar  and  Harbor  of  Pcnsacola ; 

Wiiicli  was  read  the  first  time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Shine  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  name 
of  Charles  J.  Vincan  and  declare  him  the  adopted  son  of  James 
Green ;  also, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Thomas  D.  Sanders  to 
assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Langford  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Sapp  of  Madison  County; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Russell,  the  vote  postponing  indefinitely,  Sen- 
ate bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  enforce  the  Laws  against  the  viola- 
tions of  the  Sabbath  day  in  iMonroe  Count}^  was  re-coniidered,  and 
said  bill  placed  among  the    Orders  of  the  Day. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Carter  introduced  a  Bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  Act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  borrow  money  to  re- 
deem the  outstandmg  State  Script  issu^  under  the  Act  of  the  7th  of 
January,  1853; 
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Which  was  read  the  first  time^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Dewitt  during  the  balance  of  the  week. 

Mr.  Dell  introduced  a  Resolution  relative  to  reclaiming  a  slave 
from  the  Indians  in  Florida ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to. morrow. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  Message  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  returning,  with  his 
objections.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Watson  W.  Leggeit,  was  taiieu 
op,  and  the  question  being  taken  on  the  passage  of  said  bill  over  the 
veto  of  the  Governor,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Parsons  and 
Trescott — 5. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Chaires,  Christie,  Dell,  Dis- 
mokes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes, 
HoIIaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Penn,  Porter,  Riviere,  Shine, 
Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa ^Rosa,  Van- 
Zant,  Wall  and  Whitehurst— 26. 

So  the  Bill  was  lost. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  town  of  Quincy ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
tiie  vote  was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bnisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Chris- 
tie, Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Haynes,  HoUaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Parsons,  Penn,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant,  Wall  and  Whitehurst — 30. 

Nays — Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy — I, 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  permanently  locate  the  Court  House 
of  Hernando  County ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie,  Dell, 
Dismokes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes, 
HoIIaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Fenn,  Por- 
ter, Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of 
SanU  Rosa,  Wall  and  Whitehurst— 26. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  making  additional  appropriations  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  Criminal  Prosecutions^  and  for  the  payment 
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t>f  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses,  for  the  fiscal  years  1853  and  1854 ; 
Was  read  the  third  time   and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hollamaii.  Jones  of 
Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Lnngford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Porter,  Prescott, 
Rowley,  Shine,   S peer,  Taylor,   Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa,  VanZant,  Wall  and  Whitehurst — 28. 
Nays— Mr.  Dell— 1. 
So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
A  resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  turn  over  sixty  mosketo 
and   accoutrements  to  the  Florida  Independent  Blues  ; 
Was  read  the  second  time. 

The  amendment  proposed  to  said  resolution  by  the  Committee 
on  Militia  was  agreed  to. 

Said  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing  on  to-morrow. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read  : 

Senate  Chamber,  Dec.  19,  1854 
Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives  : 
Sir  : — ITie  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills,  viz : 
House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  B.  T.  Jordan  to  baild 
a  Bridge  across  the  Suwannee  River,  and  for  other  purposes; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize   William  Webb  to  estab- 
lish  a  ferry  across  Escambia  Bay ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Thomas  H.  Willis  of  Le- 
on County,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate; 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Palatka 
and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the   House  amendment   to  Senate 

resolution  in  relation  to  payment  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Board; 

The  Senate  has  indefinitely  postponed   House  bill  to   be  entitled 

An  act  to   authorize   Andrew  J.  Lea,  Administrator,  to  sell  certain 

real  estate  therein  specified. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTOX, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
Ordered  that  the  House  bills  passed  by  the   Senate   be  enrolled, 
and  the  Senate  bills  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor : 

ExECUTivB  Chamber,  ) 

December  18th,  1854   ) 
To  the  Hon.  Wm.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives ; 
Sir : — ^I  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  bills: 
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Aq  Act  for  the  relief  of  Algeraon  S.  Speer  and  Artfatir  Ginn  ; 

An  Act  to  authorize  James  M.  Cockroff  to  erect  a  Toll  Bridge 
across  Ea^t  River,  in  the  County  of  Walton,  at  or  near  Cockroff'g 
Ferry  on  said  River. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  in  relation  to 
Pilotage  at  the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  postponed  until  Thursday  next 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  An  act  entitled  An  act 
to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  Licences  to  retail  Spirituous 
Liqaors; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-^norrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Act  regulating 
Common  Law  proceedings ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  County  Commissioners 
to  grant  Licenses  to  retail  spirituous  and  vinous  liquors,  and  for 
other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking  out  the  words 
**  which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  County  Treasury/'  at  the  end  of 
the  6th  section ; 

Which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  75  copies  of  said  bill  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  William  A.  Gainer  to 
build  a  Toll  Bridge  across  Bear  Creek ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  grant  pre-emptions  to  settlers  on 
State  Lands  lying  on  the  disputed  boundary  line  between  Florida  and 
Georgia ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
State  Lands. 

A  Committee  from  the  Senate  requested  the  return  to  the  Senate, 
of  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Andrew  J.  Lea,  adminis- 
trator, to  sell  certain  real  estate  therein  specified. 

On  motion,  a  Committee  of  three  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Rowley,  Deli  and  Penn,  to  return  said  bill  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of 
Bay  port ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  unite  the  offices  of  Sheriff  and  Tax 
Assessor  and  Collector  in  Hernando  County ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 
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Mr.  Rowley  moved  to  amend  said  bill  bjiosertbg  the  words  "and 
Eacambia'*  after  the  word  **  Hernando"; 

Which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  hill  was  ihen  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Har- 
bor and  Bay  of  Apalachicola; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  resolution  asking  that  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  Entry; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  to-morrow. 

A  resolution  relative  to  extra  compensation  of  the  Clerk  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  to-morrow. 

A  resolution  making  appropriations  for  the  purpose  of  clearing 
out  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  East  and  Yellow  Riven 
and  Four  Mile  Creek  in  Walton  County ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pro- 
positions and  Grievances. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Haj- 
ward  and  others  ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  inserting  in  the  second 
Section  the  words  "  to  Dr.  S.  F.  Jones,  25  dollars ;" 

Which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HoUaman  moved  that  said  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts; 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  oa 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  repeal  Section  4,  of  An  Act 
amendatory  of  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  establish  and  organiie  a 
Mayor's  Court  for  the  City  of  Apalachicola,  approved  Januarj  5, 
1853 ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Haynes,  Flollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsona, 
Penn,  Poiter,  Rowley,  Speer,  Thon^pson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  Wall  and  Whitehurst— 27. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Bills  which  had  passed  both  Houses  were  trani- 
mitted  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  viz: 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Vigil ; 
A  biHto  be  entitled  An   act  tj  authorize  Malcolm  Nicholsou,  ji 
minor,  to  assume  the  managomet  of  his  own  estate ; 

A  bill  to  bo  ejititled  An  act  for  the  relief  Henry  Christy  and 
Tlieophitas  Hi<jginbotham. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  enforce  the  Laws  against  the 
violations  of  the  Sabbath  Day  in  Monroe  County  ; 
Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  upon 
which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Russell  and 
Whitehurst  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — iVlessrs.  Baisden,  Dell,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons, 
Penn,  Rowley  and  VanZant — 8. 

Nays — Mr;   Speaker,  Messrs.   Bowers,  Brown,   Carter,  Chaires, 
Christie,   Coombs,   Dismukes,  Dummett,    Fennell,  Galbraith,  Had-  i 
dock,  Harris,   Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Langford,  Porter,  Pres- 
cott,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Tiiompson  of  Santa  Rosa^ 
Wall  and  WhiU-hurst— 2 4. 
So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  75  copies  of  the  bill  be  printed ; 
Which  motion  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 
Senate  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Palatka  and 
Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
ternal Improvoments. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the*  relief  of  Dr.  C.  A. 
Hentz ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free  per- 
sons of  color ; 

W'as  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  payment  of  counsel  employed  in  litiga- 
ting the  Boundary  questiou  between  the  States  of  Florida  and 
Georgia ; 

W^as  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  thu-d  time  on 
to.morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  thq 
Counties  of  Putnam  and  3Iarion  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to  morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  William  "Webb  to 
establish  a  Ferry  across  Escambia  Bay  ; 

W'as  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  bo  read  a  second  time  .on 
to-morrow. 

14  H 
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Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  anfliorize  Thomas  H.  Willis, 
6f  Leon  County,  a  minor,  to  assmne  the  management  of  has  own 
Estate ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Pa- 
latka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time. 

•  On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived   and  said  bill  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time  by  its  title. 

On  motion,  the  vote  referring  Senate  bill  to  be  entided  An  act  to 
incorporate  the  PaUtka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company  to  the 
Committee  %n  Internal  Improvements,  was  re-considered. 

On  motion  75  copies  of  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Palatka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company,  and  Sen- 
ate Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Palatka 
and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Dummett,  said  bills  were  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Dummett,  Carter,  Dell,  Chairs  aod 
Parsons. 

On  motion,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Whitehurst  QntS 
the  5th  of  January. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  tomorrow,  10  o'clock, 
A.M. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  20, 1854. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  ofliciated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of  yesterda/s 
proceedmgs  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  the  House  were  transmitted 
to  the  Senate,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  act  incorporatiDg  the 
City  of  St.  Augustine,  approved  February  4,  1833 ; 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Volusia; 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Oliver  IL  Ilearn  to  bailda 
Toll  Bridge  across  the  Ocilla  River ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitle^  An  act  to  establish  a  ferry  at  Brown's 
ferry,  in  Jackson  County ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  allow  the  Supreme  and  Cireait 
Courts  of  this  State  to  hold  extra  terms  whenever  the  regular  terms 
cannot  be  safely  held,  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  anj  con- 
tHgious  disease,  at  the  time  and  place,  or  places,  appointed  hj  hw 
lor  holding  the  regular  terms ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Evidence ; 
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Senate  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  Section  4  of  An  act 

.  amendatory  of  An  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  and  organize  a 

Mayor's  Court  for  the  City  of  Apalachicola,  approved  January  5th, 

1853; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Town  of  Qaincy ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An   act  to  permanently  locate  the  Court 

HoDse  of  Hernando  County  ;  and 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  making  additional  appropriations  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  criminal  prosecutions,  and  for  the  payment  of 
Jurors  and  JState  Witnesses,  for  tlie  fiscal  years  1853  and  1854. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Galbraith  introduced  a  Resolu* 
tion  asking  Congress  to  declare  Indian  River  a  Port  of  Delivery ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to- mono w. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Galbraith  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  Act  to  incorporate  Leon  Lodge  No  5,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy  introduced  a 
bill  to.be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution on  Amendments  and  Revision  of  the  Constitution; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy,  introduced  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  extending  the  time  authorizing  George  H. 
Tresper  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River  at  Clay 
Landing,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

^Which  waa  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Shine  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  A.  J.  Peel- 
ei  to  practice  law  in  the  several  Courts  of  this  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hollaman,  Senate  Resolution  designating  the 
day  for  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly,  was  taken  from 
the  table  and  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 
llie  following  report  was  received  and  read : 
The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  ^hom  waa 
referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  aniend  the  laws  of  this  State 
relating  to  Gambling,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration^  beg 
leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  consider  the  words  "in  any  private  house  or  othqr 
place"  as  objectionable,  and  therefore  report  against  its  passage. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  P.  PENN, 
Chairmaq. 
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Messrs.  Bowers  and  Christie,  members  of  said  Committee,  dissea- 
ted  from  said  Report. 

Ordered  that  the  bill  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following?  report  was  received  and  read: 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Bell,  having 
considered  the  same,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  consider  the  case  of  George  Bell  a  peculiarly  hard  one, 
but  have  some  doubts  as  to  the  Constitutionality  of  the  bill  before 
them ;  but  should  it  not  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  State, 
would  report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  said  bill. 

AU^of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  P.  PENX, 
Chairman. 

Ordered  that  the  bill  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  read  : 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  Resolution  making  appropriation  for  the  purpose  ofclf^ar- 
ing  out  the  obstruetinns  lo  the  navig-ition  of  l^ast  and  Yellow  Riv- 
ers and  Four  Mile  Creek,  beg  leave  <o 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  considered  the  Resolution,  and  think  it  should  not 
be  passed. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  P.  PEXX, 
Chairman. 

Mr.  Bowers,  amember  of  said  Committee,  dissentedf  rom  said  Re- 
port 

Ordered  that  the  resolution  be  4)laced  among  the  Orders  of  the 
Day. 

'J'he  following  report  was  received  and  read  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Staie  of  the  Capitol  beg  leave  to 

REPORT; 

That  they  have  made  an  examination  of  the  building  and  would 
respectfully  roconiine'nd  that  the  lK)llowing  repairs  and  additions  be 
made  :  lirst  that  thcbuiling  be*  painted,  and  the  plastering  repair- 
ed on  the'inside.  That  the  poiticoos  lie  sealed  or  plastered,  and 
that  comfortable  scats  be  provided  in  tl  e  Senate  and  Representa- 
tive Hall  for  public  aeconHnodalion  ;  and  that  such  other  repairs  be 
made  as  the  (Tovornor  and  T^en^urer  may  deem  necessary. 

Your  Conmiittec  recommend  that  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dob 
lars  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  re» 
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pairing  the  Capitol,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  and 
Treasurer  for  ihat  purpose. 

Your  Committee  submit  a  resolution  for  those  purposes. 

JOS,  B.  CHRISTIE. 

The  accompanying  resolution  was  read  the  first  time,  and  order-. 
ed  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  following  bills  were  received  irom  the  Senate  as  having 
pa^ed  that  body, viz: 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
expenses  of  Criminal  Prosecutions,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  grant  pre-emptions  on  School 
Lands;  and 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act 
to  incorporate  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator  Plank  Road  Compa- 

•  ny. 

Ordered  that  said  bills  be  placed  among  the  Orders   of  the  Day. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  read : 

Tho  Select  Committee  to  which  was  referred  a  petition  from  a 
portion  of  this  State  known  as  the  Brandy  Branch  Neighborhood, 
in  Duval  and  Nassau  Counties,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  the  grievance  complained  of  by  the  petitioners  is  one  which 
properly  calls  for  the  action  of  tliis  Assembly.  Tho  facts  set  forth 
in  the  Petition  are  these :  The  Brandy  Branch  Neighborhood  is  be- 
lieved to  be  partly  in  Duval  and  partly  in  Nassau  Counties.  By  an 
examination  of  the  laws  defining  the  boundary  lines  of  these  two 
Counties,  it  will  be  discovered  that  there  is  a  conflict  in  the  lines  as 
there  laid  down.  The  boundary  lines  of  neither  of  these  Counties' 
have  ever  been  run  inthisquarter,  an:]  the  citizens  residing  in  this  Neigh- 
borhood are  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  on  the  subject,  which  is  a  se- 
rious grievance,  and  should  be  remedied.  Your  Committee  can  see 
no  other  remedy  for  the  grievance  but  by  an  act  re-declaring  and  de- 
fining the  boundary  line  of  Duval  and  Nassau  Counties  and  provid- 
ing for  its  being  properly  run.  They  have  consequently  prepared  a 
bill  for  this  purpose,  which  accompanies  this  report. 

The  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  that  a  new  boundary  line  be  estab- 
lished between  the  two  counties,  which  will  throw  the  whole  neigh- 
borhood  into  Duval  County,  your  Committee  do  not  deem  expedi- 
ent to  be  gi'anted.  Although  the  fact  set  forth  that  the  neighbor* 
hood  is  more  conveniently  situated  to  the  County  Site  of  Duval  than 
that  of  Nassau,  may  be  true,  yet  your  Committee  cannot  recommend 
any  action  that  would  dismember  Nassau  County. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

MILTON  HAYNES, 
J.  B.  GALBRAITH, 
GILES  BOWERS. 
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Tho  accompanjing  bUl  to  bo  ent'Ued  An  act  to  define  the 
boandary  lines  of  Duval  and  Nassau  Counties  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
to-morrow. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Comptroller  of  Public  A^ 
counts  was  read : 

Treasury  Department,  Comptroller's  Office,     ) 
Capitol,  Tallahassee,  Flolida,  December  20th,  1854. ) 
Hon.  W.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the 

Hou^e  of  Representatives : 
Sir  : — ^In  compliance  with  a  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, the  Comptroller  communicates  the  following  information, 
viz : 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  Captain  Sparkman's,  Parker's,  and  other  Volunteer 
Companies  for  services  in  the  year  1849,"  approved  January  7tb, 
1853,  State  Script  has  been  issued  to  the  amount  of  $64,361  90 
The  interest  on  this  amount  up  to  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1855,  is  -  -  -  5,535  09 


Principal  and  Interest  •  -  -  $69,896  99 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  T.  ARCHER, 
Comptroller. 
Ordered  thnt  75  copies  of  said  communication  to  be  printed. 
The  following  communication  was  received  and  read : 

QuiNCY,  Florida,) 
December  18th,  1854.     \ 
To  tho  Hon.  W.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  ' 

House  of  Representatives  : 
Sir  : — I  hereby  tender  my  resignation  as  member  of  the  Geoend 
Assembly  from  the  County  of  Gadsden. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

N.  D.  ZEIGLER. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  town  of 
Jacksonville ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  die 
"Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  bill,  Mr.  Parsons  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  its  Chairman  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Which  report  was  received  and  leave  granted. 
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The  following  Message  was  received  from  his  Ezcellencj  the 
Governor : 

Executive  Chamber,  > 

Tallahassee,  December  20,  1854.  ) 
Hon  W.  F.  Russell,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  RepresenMives : 

Sib  : — I  respectively  nominate  Herod  K.  Doles  as  Auctioneer 
in  and  for  the  County  of  Calhoun. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Which  was  read  and  the  nomination  therein  contained  advised 
and  consented  to. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Pilots  and 
Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola  ; 
•  Came  up  in  order. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  by  its  title ; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Shine  moved  that  said  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Propositions  and  Grievances  ; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor : 

Executive  Chamber,  ) 

Tallahassee,  December  16,  1854.  \ 
FeUaW'Cilizeru  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

The  suit  which  has  been  pending  for  some  years  in  the  Supreme 
CoUrt  of  the  United  States,  between,  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Flor- 
ida, to  settle  definitely  the  Boundary  Line  between  the  two  States, 
has  not  yet  been  decided.  At  the  last  Term  of  tlie  Court,  an  inter- 
locutory decree  was  obtained,  on  the  application  of  both  parties, 
raising  a  Commission,  to  be  composed  of  one  Commissioner  and  one 
Surveyor  on  the  part  of  each  State,  and  to  be  named  by  the  States 
respectively.'  They  were  required, "  First,  To  run  and  mark  a  line  from 
the  confluence  of  the  .Flint  and  Chattahoochee  Rivers  to  the  Eastern 
terminus  alleged  by  the  complainant  to  have  been  determined  by  El- 
lieott  and  Minor,  as  Commissioners  on  tlie  p^  of  the  United  States 
and  Spain,  under  the  Treaty  of  San  Lorenzo  el  Real ;  Second,  If  they 
shall  find  such  terminus  not  to  be  the  twie  head  or  source  of  the  St 
Marys  River,  then  to  run  and  mark  another  line,  from  the  confluence 
of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee,  to  the  point  which  they  shall  ascer- 
tain to  have  been,  at  the  date  of  the  Treaty,  such  true  head  or  source," 
&;c.  A  copy  of  the  interlocutory  decree  is  herewith  ,  communicated, 
marked  A.  This  interlocutory  decree  was,  by  the  counsel  of  the  re- 
spective States,  and  with  the  consent  of  Governor  Johnson  and  my- 
self, so  far  modified  as  to  permit  the  work  to  begin  at  the  point  indi^ 
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cated  by  Elicott  aud  Minor  as  the  head  or  source  of  the  River.  This 
was  done  with  the  hope  that  an  actual  examination  would  lead  to  a 
concurrence  of  opinio:i  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners,  and  possi- 
bly save  the  expense  of  runnings  one  of  tlie  Unes  authorized  bj  the 
Court  A  cf>py  of  tluit  modification  U  lierewith  communicated,  nmrk- 
ed  B.  The  investigations.  Surveys,  Maps,  &c.,  to  be  made  by  this 
Commission,  were  considered  very  important,  and  as  no  Session  of 
the  Legislature  was  to  take  place  between  the  date  of  the  decree  and 
the  time  which  it  fixed  for  completing  the  work,  filing  the  Reports, 
&c',  I  represented  the  State,  under  the  Act  approved  December  the 
21th,  1850,  by  naming  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Whitner  as  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  Benjamin  1\  Wliltner,  Jr.,  as  the  Surveyor  on  the  part  of 
this  State. 

These  gentlemen  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned 
them  under  circumstances  of  the  most  trying  character,  endangering 
health  and  life,  and  with  a  porseverence  and  ability  worthy  of  better 
results,  continned  in  the  field  until  tlie  work  was  arrested  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Commissioner  and  Sur\'eyor  named  by  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  of  (u'orpjia.     For  more  particular  information  on 
tills  point,  you  are  respectfully  refen-ed  to  the  letter  of  His  ExceUen- 
cy  Governor  Jolnison,  dated  September  the  14th,  1854,  marked  C, 
to  my  letter  in  reply  dated  Sojiteniber  the  20th,  1854,  marked  D., 
and  to  the  report  of  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Wiitner,  dated  September  IStfa, 
1854,  marked  E.,  copies  of  which  accompany  this  communication. 
In  addition  to  these,  you  are  resptH'tfully  referred  to  another  com- 
munication of  Col.  Whitner,  dated  December  the  8tli,  1854,  marked 
P.,  embracing  a  statement  of  exj)enses,  and  calling  my  attention  to 
the  subject  of  comj)ens.'ition.     This  is  accompanied  by  an  extract  of 
a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  3Iajor  Allen,  tJie  Commissioner  on  the 
part  of  Georgia,  datod  Se{»te!uber  25th,  1854,  which  will  show  the 
character  of  the  services  performed  by  tlie  Surveyor  on  the  part  of 
Florida. 

Oh  die  snl)ject  of  compensation,  I  agreed  \v\i\i  the  Commi^oner 
that  the  usual  and  even  liberal  compensation  would  be  allowed,  in 
consequence  of  the  unpropitions  season  of  tlie  year,  and  the  necessity 
for  pressing  the  work  forward  to  an  eaily  completion.  On  the  same 
subject,  1  addressed  a  communication  to  tlie  Surveyor,  dated  July  the 
8th,  1854,  a  copy  of  \vlu'.h  is  herewith  transmitted,  marked  G.,  to 
which  you  are  re.^pectfally  refeiTcd.  The  gentleman  who  had  been 
selected  by  the  United  States  to  run  the  Hno  between  Alabama  and. 
Florida,  was  selected  by  me  to  run  this  line,  and  I  stipulated  that  his 
com^jcnsation  should  have  reference  to  the  compensation  received  for 
that  senice.  This  I  considered  proper,  because  the  United  Sates,  as 
the  proprietor  of  the  land  on  the  wliole  route,  would  be  expected,  of 
course,  to  refund  the  expenses  of  the  suney,  and  if  tliey  were  raado 
to  conform  to  their  own  contract  on  the  Alabama  line,  no  differeiieo 
could  arise  on  that  point. 
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Towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Commission,  procuring  the 
outfit,  &c.,  I  advanced  from  the  Contingent  Fund  nine  hundred  dol- 
Jars,  and  now  respectfully  recommend  an  early  appropriation,  to 
cover  such  amounts  as  may  be  properly  due,  and  remaining  unpaid, 
on  account  of  expense  and  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  and 
Surveyor.  JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Which  was  read,  and  together  with  the  accompanying  documents^ 
laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Sapp  of  Marion 
County ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  relative  to  reclaiming  a  slave  from  the 
Indians  in  Florida^ 

Were  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  cm 
to-morrow; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  An  act 
to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  Licenses  to  retail  Spirituous 
Liquors ; 
Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  that  said  Bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  and  Public  Accounts ; 
Which  motion  was  lost 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter,  said  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Resolutions  authorizing  the  Governor  to  turn  over  sixty  muskets 
and  accoutrements,  to  the  Florida  Independent  Blues ; 

Were  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  their  passage,  upon  which 
ttie  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy, Brown, Carter, Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes«  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Langford,  Parsons,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Speer, 
Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  and  Wall 
—30. 
Nays — None. 

So  the  resolutions  were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  the  title  of  said  Resolutions  was  amended 
by  adding  the  words  "  and  others." 

Ordered  that  the  adoption  of  said  resolutions  be  certified  to  the 
Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  County  Commissioners 
to  grant  License  to  retail  Spirituous  Liquors,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On    motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  bill,  Mr.  Rowley  in  the  Chair. 
After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
15  H 
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all  ad^r  the  enacting  clause  stricken  out 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  act  regidating 
Common  Law  proceedings ; 

Was  read  the  second  time^  and  referred  to  the  Jodiciarj  Commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Shine  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  uitil  3  o'elodr, 
P.  M. 

Mr.  Dammett  moved  that  the  Hoase  adjoam  nntS  to-monrow;  10 
o'clock  A.  M. 

The  qaestion  being  taken  on  the  motion  to  adjonm,  it  was  net 
agreed  to. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Shine's  motion,  k  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  House  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  its  session.    A  quorum  present 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  William  A.  Gainer  Xm 
build  a  Toll  Bridge  across  Bear  Creek ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upoa  which 
the  vote  was ; 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,Messr8.Bai8den,Brown,  Carter,  Christie,  Ks- 
mukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Hajnes,  Hollafflan» 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Penn,  Pope,  Preseott^ 
Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  VanZaat — 
23. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Har- 
bor and^ay  of  Apalachicola ; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading,  and  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 

Resolution  asking  that  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  Entry ; 

Was  read  the  thini  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  whieh  tba 
vote  was : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Carter,  Christie,  Dell,  DiarnidMB, 
Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  HoUaman,  Xo«i«b  of 
Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Penn,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Ro^r, 
ley.  Shine,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Saotik 
VanZant  and  Wall— 25. 

Nays — None, 

So  the  resolution  ^iflis  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
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A  Resolotion  relative  i|i  exM  com^naation  of  the  Clerk  in  the 
Office  of  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accoants ; 

Was  read  the  third  time^  and  pat  apon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote 
was: 

Yeas^^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Mouroe,  Jones  of  Nas  • 
aau,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott^  Rowley,  Speer,  Thompson  of 
Levy  and  WaU— la 

Nays — Messrs.  Dell,  Dismukes,  Dammett,  Fennel],  Haddock, 
HoUaman,  Langford,  Riviere,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosa  and  YanZant— 12. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  biU  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Hay  ward, 
and  others ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  opon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Ditoukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  GalbraUh,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons, 
Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of 
Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — 29* 

Nays — None, 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  enforce  the  laws  against  the 
violations  of  the  Sabbath  day  in  Monroe  County  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  i(k  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Holla** 
man,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Pope,  Riviere,  Taylor  and  Wall — 
18. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Baisden,  Dell,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Lang- 
ford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Thompson  of 
Levy  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 13. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  C.  A.  Hentz; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell, 
Dismukes,  Haddock,  Hanis,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones 
of  Monroe,  J  ones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Riviere,  Rowley,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa  and  Wall— 25. 

Nays — None. 
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So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  drainage  of  tlio 
Alachua  Savannah  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  to-morrow. 

A  resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  engage  the  services  of 
Hon.  J.  D.  Wescott  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  compensate  him  for  documents  in  his  possession  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
Tote  was ; 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell, 
Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hajnes,  Jones  of  Monroe, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Row- 
ley, Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall — 24. 

Nays — Mr.  Johnston — 1. 

So  the  Resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  the 
Counties  of  Putnam  and  Marion ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Gal- 
braith, Harris,  Hajnes.  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones 
pf  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley, 
Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  Wall — ^23. 

Nays — Mr.  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — I. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parsons,  the  vote  upon  the  adoption  of  Resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  Governor  to  engage  the  services  of  Hon.  J.  D. 
Westcott,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  to  com- 
pensate him  lor  documents  in  his  possession,  was  reconsidered,  and 
3aid  Resolution  was  placed  among  the  Orders  for  Saturday  next 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  William  Webb  to 
establish  a  Ferry  across  Escambia  Bay ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  Resolution  designating  the  day  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
General  Assembly ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words 
^•20thinst;" 

Which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  to  fill  the  blank  by  inserting  "  tenth  of  Janoarj;" 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  to  fill  the  blank  by  inserting  "  20th  of /anu- 
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Mr.  Harris  moved  llu\t  the  tvsolution  bo  indefinitely  postponed. 
Upon  the  question  of  indefinite  postponement,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,   Carter,  Christie,    Coombs,   Fennell,  Gal- 
braith,    Harris,  Parsons,  Pope,  Kiviere  and  'I'aylor — -11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Hol- 
Jaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Pres- 
cott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — 13. 
So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  resolution  indefinitely. 
Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy  moved  to  fill  the  blank  by  inserting  **  10th 
of  March  next;" 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  tliat  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution 
be  postponed  until  Wednesday  next ; 
Which  motion  was  lost. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  question  of  filling  the  blank 
with  the  words  "  20th  of  January,"  trie  same  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  filling  the  blank  with  the  words 
"  tenth  of  January,"  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  Resolution  was  then  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to-mor- 
row. 

Senate  Vill  to  be  entitled  An  aet  to  authorize  Thomas  H.  Willis, 
of  Leon  County,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own 
estate ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  laws  of  the  State  rela- 
tinfr  to  gaming ; 

Was  read  second  time. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itselfinto  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  bill. 
Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed,  upon 
which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Coombs,  Dell,  Galbraiih,  Harr/s,  Haynes, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley, 
Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZant  and  Wall — 15 

Nays — Messrs.  Carter,  Christie,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Hollaman, 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Langford,  Riviere,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor  and 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 12. 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Bell ; 
Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  Mr  Pope  was  permitted  to  withdraw  said  bill. 
Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
expenses  of  Criminal  Prosecutions  and  for  other  purposes  ; 
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Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  entitled  An  act  to  grant  pre-emptions  on  Sehool 
Lands ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  Ad 
act  to  incorporate  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator  Plank  Road  Com- 
pany; 

Was  read  the  first  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
on  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10 
o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  21,  1854. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tjdings  officiatea  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  which  had  passed  the  House 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  viz  : 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  a  Road  Tax  in  tiie 
Counties  of  Putnam  and  Marion ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  C.  A. 
Hentz; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  enforce  the  laws  against 
the  violations  of  the  Sabbath  Day  in  Monroe  County ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Haywvd, 
and  others ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorise  William  A.  Gainer  to 
build  a  Toll  Bridge  across  Bear  Creek ; 

Resolutions  authorizing  the  Governor  to  turn  over  sixty  mvaketi 
and  accoutrements  to  the  Florida  Independent  Blues,  and  others; 

Resolution  asking  that  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  Entiy ;  and 

Resolution  relative  to  extra  compensation  to  the  Clerk  in  the  Of- 
fice of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts. 

Mr.  Dummett  gave  notice,  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  aik 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  piovide  for  the  es* 
tablishment  and  organization  of  the  Florida  Independent  Blues. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Carter  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Manatee ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  &  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Rowley  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
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entitled  An  act  to  prevent  non-residents  of  this  State  from  hunting 
or  killing  any  deer,  or  other  gamey  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  and 
for  other  purposes ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Shine  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled An  act  to  admit  Anderson  J.  Peeler  to  practice  law  in  the 
several  Courts  of  this  State  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Russell  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entUled  An  act  legalizing  the  proceedings  of  the  Judge  of  Probate  of 
St  Lucie  County ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Dummett  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  concerning  Roads  and  Highways 
now  in  force  in  this  State  ; 

^  Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Russell  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  change  the  name  and  establish  the  County  Site  of 
St  Lucie  County ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  second 
time  on  to  morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shine,  the  use  of  the  Representative  Hall  was 
granted  to  Mr.  Reynolds  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  Concert  on  tbis 
evening. 

Mr.  Rowley  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Grand  Jury  of  Es- 
cambia County,  asking  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  protection  of 
regular  traders; 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Plropositions 
and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Monroe  presented  the  petition  of  William  C.  Den« 
nis  asking  the  grant  of  certain  privileges  to  aid  him  in  carrying  on 
his  Salt  Works  on  the  Island  of  Key  West ; 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Sbnats  Chambbb,         > 
December  21, 1854.5 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatwes : 

Snt: — ^The  Senate  has  ordered  seventy  five  copies  of  the  follow- 
ing Bills  to  be  printed,  viz: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  Incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  city  of 
Tallahassee; 
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A  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  performance  of  the  do- 
ties  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  iState,  and  to  change  the  time  and 
places  for  holding  the  terms  thereof; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  Incorporate  the  Lagoon  and  Perdi- 
do  Canal  Company  ; 

Also,  seventy  five  copies  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor's  Mes- 
sage, and  accompanying  documents,  in  relation  to  the  Boundary  be- 
tween this  State  and  Georgia. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Also  the  followin'g : 

Senate  Chaxb^) 
December  2l8t,  1854.      ] 
Hon,  Speaker  of  tJie 

House  of  RepreseniatitTs  : 

Sir: — The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills,  viz: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Har- 
bor and  Bay  of  Apalachicola ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  Charles  H.  Longworth  of 
Gadsden  County  to  manage  his  own  Estate ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  Calhoun  County  ; 

House  bill  to  he  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Ju- 
rors and  Stjite  VA  itncsses,  approved  January  8th,  1848  ; 

House  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  Incorporating 
the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  approved  4th  February,  1833,  with  the 
following  amendment,  viz : 

Strike  out  all  of  Sections  two,  four,  five  and  seven,  and  amend 
Section  three  to  Section  two,  and  Section  six  to  Section  three. 

In  which  amendments  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives is  respectfully  requested. 

Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered  that  the  Senate  bills  be  placed  anrM)ng  the  Orders  of  the 
Day,  and  that  the  House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses,  approved 
January  8,  1848,  be  enrolled. 

Cn  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 
bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  snx  act  incorporating  the  City  of 
St.  Augustine,  approved  February  4,  1833,  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Russell  oflered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to 
examine  the  law  relative  to  the  duty  of  Grand  Jurors,  and  see  wheth- 
er or  not,  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  change  the  law  so  as  not  to 
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make  it  thoir  duty  to  return  persons  for  assaults,  batteries,  and  af* 
frays,  and  give  to  Justices  of  the  Peace  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
same,  with  the  right  ol  appeal  to  the  defendant  and  prosecutor.  And 
furilicr,  To  enquire  whether  or  not,  it  would  bo  expedient  to  give  to 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  fees  upon  all  proceedings,  whether  civil  or 
criminal,  before  them  had ;  and  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  read  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  abduction  and  escape  of  slaves 
from  this  State,  have  had  the  same  under  corlsideratioo,  and  ask 
leave  to 

REPORT : 

That  they  recommend  the  following  amendments  to  the  bill : 

Ist.  Strike  out  in  the  2d  section  and  3d  line,  the  words  **  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate."  Youf  Committee  re- 
commend this  amendment  because  the  concurrence  of  the'Senate  is 
not  necessary  in  so  unimportant  a  matter  as  this  ; 

2d.  That  in  the  2d  section  the  following  words  be  added,  "when- 
ever in  the  opinion  of  said  officer  it  is  necessary ;" 

3d.  In  the  4th  section,  insert  after  the  words  "  two  dollars/'  the 
words  "  and  fifty  cents;" 

4lh.  The  Committee  recommend  the  following  in  lieu  of  the  fifth 
aection : 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  captain,  comn:an- 
der,  or  person  in  charge  of  any  vessel,  refuse  to  comply  w- ith  the  re- 
quisitions of  this  act,  or  in  any  way  molest,  hinder,  or  delay  such 
otRcer  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  the  person  so  offending  shall  bo 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall 
be  fined  in  a  sum  not  more  than  two  thousand  nor  less  than  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

B.  C.  POPE, 
Chairman. 

Ordered  that  the  bill  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  read : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  period  now  fixed  by  law  for  the 
payment  of  Taxes  and  for  the  settlements  of  Tax  Collectors,  have 
bad  the  same  under^consideration,  nnd  beg  leave  to  report  the  bill 
back  without  amendment,  and  recommend  its  passage. 

B.  C.  POPE, 
Chairman. 

Ordered  that  the  bill  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  read : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was   referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to   slaves  and  free   persons  of  color, 
16  II 
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report  the  same  back  without  amendmont,  and  recommend  that  it 
do  pass. 

B.  C.  POPE, 
•  Chautnan. 

Ordered  that  the  bill  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  read : 

The  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  An  act  to  consolidate  the  offices  of  Sheriff  and  Tax  Ab- 
sessor  and  Collector  of  Jackson  Coanty,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration  and 

REPORT: 

That  they  recommend  the  passage  cV  the  bill,  the  fourth  section 
being  stricken  out 

B.  C.  POPE, 
ChaimuuL 

Ordered  that  the  bill  he  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Daj. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  read  : 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  &£- 
tied  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relinquishment  to  the  United  States,  in 
certain  cases,  title  to  and  jurisdiction  over  lands  for  sites  of  Light 
Houses  and  for  other  purposes,  on  the  coast  and  waters  of  this  State, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT : 

That  the  bill  provides,  as  its  title  indicates,  that  the  Governor  of 
the  State  shall  have  the  power  to  relinquish  to  the  United  States  tide 
to  and  jurisdiction  over  sites  for  Light  Houses,  Beacons  and  Ma- 
rine Hospitals,  in  this  State.  At  present,  it  requies  a  special  act  of 
the  Legislature,  granting  jurisdiction  to  the  United  States,  befora 
any  Light  House,  or  public  building  of  the  kind,  can  be  erected. — 
This  is  a  cause  of  great  delay  and  inconvenience,  and  should  be 
remedied.  The  rights  of  private  persons  can  in  no  way  be  affected 
by  the  passage  of  the  bill,  as  ample  provision  is  made  protectbg  the 
same. 

B.  C.  POPE* 

Chakmao. 

Ordered  that  the  bill  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  lollowing  report  was  received  and  read: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act 
governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  certiiin  cases, 

REPORT: 

That  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  with  the  amend- 
ments or  additional  sections  thereto,  herewith  submitted : 

Sec.  4.  Be  U  further  enacted,  That  hereafter  every  Judge  of  Pro- 
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bate  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  give  bond 
with  two  sufficient  sureties,  in  a  sum  to  be  fixed  by  the  County  Cona- 
missioners,  not  less  than  five  hundred  nor  more  than  five  thousand 
dollars,  to  the  Governor  and  his  successors  in  office,  conditioned  in 
the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  which  bond  shall  be  approved 
by  the  Copnty  Commissioners,  and  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  t 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  bond  may  be  prosecuted 
or  sued  upon  from  time  to  time  in  the  name  of  the  Governor,  for  the 
use  of  any  person  or  persons  interested  or  aggrieved. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  thd  Judge  of  Probate 
shall  find  it  necessary  to  take  charge  of  Estates,  be  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  fees  and  commissions  now  allowed  by  law  to  administra- 
tors and  guardians. 

JNO.  PARSONS, 
R.  A.  SHINE, 
JESSE  CARTER. 

Ordered  that  the  bill  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Intendant  of  the  city  of 
Tallahassee,  asking  the  location  of  the  Seminary  west  of  the  Suwan- 
nee at  said  city,  and  making  certain  propositions  in  the  premises ; 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Colleges. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  in  relation  to 
pilotage  at  the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  to  whom  said  bill 
was  referred,  was  adopted. 

Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

A  resolution  asking  Congress  to  declare  Indian  River  a  Port  of 
Delivery ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to* 
morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  Leon  Lodge  No.  5, 
LO.O.  F.; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  ai third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Fourteeenth  Article  of 
the  Constitution  on  amendments  and  revision  of  the  Constitution ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  to-morrow. 

,  A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  extending  the  time  authorizing 
George  H.  Tresper  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River, 
at  Clay's  Landing,  and  for  other  purposes; 
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Wfis  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Resolution  making  appropriation  for  repairs  on  the  Capitol ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shine,  the  resolution  was  amended  by  sti iking 
out  the  words  "  fifteen  hundred/'  and  inserting  "  not  more  than 
three  thousand." 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  define  the  boundary  lines  of  Duval 
and  Nassau  Counties ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayes,  the  bill  was  amended  by  inserting  aftw 
ihe  word  "  head"  in  the  third  section,  the  words  '*  of  the  Middle 
Prong." 

The  bill  was  thdh  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-mor- 
row. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  town  of 
Jacksonville ; 

Came  up  in  order. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  Ihe  further  consideration  of  said  bill — Mr.  Galbraith  in 
the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  its  Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  Dummett  moved  that  said  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Carter  moved  that  the  32nd  section  of  said  bill  be  stricken 
out. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on    to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Pilots  and 
Pilotiii^o  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola  ; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading  and  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Sapp  of  Madi- 
son County; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was: , 

Yeas — .Messrs.  Haisden,  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chris- 
tie, Coon^l)s,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Fennell,-  Galbraith,  Harris,  HoUaman, 
.lories  oi'  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langlbrd,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope, 
Porter,  Prescott,  Ueviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson 
of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Uosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — 30. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  hill  j)assed — tille  as  stated. 

Onlcred  ihnl  tii(»  snine  be  certitied  to  the  Senate. 
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A  bill  to  l)e  entitlod  An  act  authorizing "  the  Governor  to  borrow 
money  to  redeem  the  outstanding  State  Script  issued  under  the  Act 
of  Ihe  7tli  of  January,  1853  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter,  the  blanks  in  said  bill  were  filled  with 
the  words  ''  seventy  thousand  dollars  ;*' 

The  bill'was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

Resolution  requesting  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
Indian  Agent  in  Florida  for  the  delivery  of  a  negro  man  belonging 
to  B.  M.  Dell,  of  Florida ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  adoption  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baipden,  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Brown, 
Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Gal- 
braith.  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Uollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott, 
Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thomp. 
son  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — 34. 

Nays — None„ 

So  the  Resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of 
Bayport ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock',  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones 
of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott, Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Lovy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — 30. 

Nays — 'None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the'  House  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

T*he  House  resumed  its  Session.     A  quorum  present* 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled,  Ah  Act  to  authorize  the  Drainage  of  the 
Alachua  Savannah ; 

Was  read  the  tliird  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  wliich  tlio 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christre, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismnkes,  Foiniell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Hanis, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jone.s  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford^ 
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Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Speer,  ^fhompson  of  Levy,  Thompeon 
of  Santa  Rosa,  Van  Zant  and  Wall— 26. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  tJiat  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  Wiljiam  Webb  to 
establish  a  Ferry  across  Escambia  Bay ; 

Was  read  the  third  time. 

By  unanimous  consent,  said  Bill  was  amended  by  inserUng  the 
words  "  of  Escambia  County"  between  the  words  "  Conunisaoners" 
and  "  and,"  in  the  Second  Section. 

The  Bill  was  then  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Cliristie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fenndl,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Ha3mes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Shine, 
Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — 30. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  Resolution  designating  the  day  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
General  Assembly ; 

Was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  tJiat  the  further  consideration  of  the  Resolotioa 
be  postponed  until  Wednesday  next ; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

The  Resolution  was  then  put  Upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Dum- 
mett, Fennell,  Hayiies,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nas- 
sau,  Langford,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  arid  Wall — ^20. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Carter,  Christie,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Shine  and  Taylor — 10. 

So  the  Resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy,  the  vote  upon  the  adoption 
of  Senate  Resolution  designating  the  day  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
General  Assembly,  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  that  the  Resolution  be  indefinitely  postponed, 
upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Christie,  Dummett, 
Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Parsons,  PenUj  Pope, 
Prescott  and  Taylor — 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Fen- 
jiell,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,   Langfoi-d,  Porter,  Ri\-iere,  Shine, 
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Speer,  ^Fhompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and 
WaU— 17.  \ 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  said  Resolution  indefinitely. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  resolution  making  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  out 
obitructions  to  the  na^rigation  of  East  and  Yellow  Rivers  and  Four 
Mile  Creek  in  Walton  County  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  postponed  until  Wednesday  next 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Thomas  H^  Willis, 
of  Leon  County,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  es- 
tate; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter, 
Christie,  Dell,  Dummett,  Fennel!,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Jones  of  A  as- 
saa.  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Shine,  Speer,  Thompson  of 
Levy,  VanZant  and  Wall— 21. 

Nays — Messrs.  Harris,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Langford,  Porter,  Tay- 
lor and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 6. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entided  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
expenEes  of  Criminal  Prosecutions,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  grant  pre-emptions  on  School 
Lands; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

•     Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act 
to  incorporate  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  that  said  bill  be  postponed  until  Wednesday 
next; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

Said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime  on  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding 
Circuit  Court  of    Calhoun  County ;  •    . 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  Charles  H.  Long- 
worth  of  Gadsden  County,  to  manage  his  own  estate ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled^  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Harbor  and  Bay  of  Apalachlcola ; 
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Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  oa> 
to-roorrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parsons,  the  vote  of  yesterday  postponing  until 
Saturday,  the  resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  engage  the 
services  of  Hon.  J.  D.  VVestcott,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  to  com- 
pensate  him  for  documents  in  his  possession  ;  , 

Was  reconsidered,  and  said  resolution  was  read  and  put  upon  its 
passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Eaisden,  Carter,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons, 
Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Shine,  Taylor,  VanZant  and  Wall — ^20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  F;ennell,Hollaman,  Riviere,  Speer,  Tnomp. 
son  of  Levy,  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 7. 

So  the  Resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter,  the  title  of  the  Resolution  was  changed 
80  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  compensate  Janies  D. 
Westcott  for  services  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Ordered  that  the  adoption  of  said  Resolution  be  certified  to  tho 
Senate. 

On  motion, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to  morrow,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


FRIDAY,  December  22,  1854. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday, 
was  dispensed  with,  and  the  Clerk  instructed  to  correct  the  same. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  which  had  passed  the  House 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  viz  : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Sapp  of  Madison 
County ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of 
Bay  Port ; 

Resolution  requesting  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
Indian  Agent  in  Florida  for  the  delivery  of  a  negro  man  belonging 
toB.  M.  Dell  of  Florida; 

Resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  compensate  James  D. 
Westcott  for  services  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  di-ainage  of  the 
Alachua  Savannah ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Thomas  H.  WiJlia 
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of  Leon  County^  a  minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  hia  dwn  es- 
tate; and 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  William  Webb  to 
establish  a  Ferry  across  Escambia  Bay. 

Pursuant  to  prefvious  notice,  Mr.  Harris  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Friar; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  OP  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Rusftell  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act  to  raise  a  revenue 
for  the  State  of  Florida,  and  defining  the  duties  of  the  Collectors  and 
Assessors  thereof,  approved  July  24th,  1845 ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  secoad  time 
on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Dummett  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  aud  organization  of 
the  Florida  Independent  Blues ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 
The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Sbnate  Chamber,*  Dec.  22|  1854. 
Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives : 
Sir  : — ^The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  have  passed  the  Sen* 
ate,  viz  : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act  to 
permanently  fix  the  Election  precincts  in  the  County  of  Columbia  and 
to  re()^al  certain  Acts  therein  named,  approved  January  8th,  1853 ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  white  persons  from  gaming 
with  Negroes,  or  other  persons  of  color ; 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  Landrum ; 
House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Oliver  H.  Heam  to 
build  a  Toll  Bridge  across  the  OciUa  River ; 

House  bill  to  authorize  William  A.  Gainer  to  build  a  Toll  Bridge 
across  Bear  Creek; 

Resolution  in  relation  to  mail  route  from  Tallahassee  via  Sopchop« 
py  to  White  Blufl!'  or  Pickettsville  ; 
Resolutions  in  relation  to  the  Improvement  of  St  Johns  Bar; 
The  following  bill  was  lost  in  the  Senate,  viz : 
House  bill  to  be  entitled  An   act  to  authorize  and  empower  An* 
drew  J.  Lea,  administrator,  to  sell  certain  real  estate  therein   apeo* 
ified. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
Ordered  that  the  House  bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate  be 
17  H 
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<>nrolIed,  and  the  Senate  bilU  be  placed  among  the  Orders   of  the 
Day. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  read  : 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  so  moch  of  the 
Governor's  message  as  relates  to  Taxation  and  Revenue,  beg  leave 
to 

REPORT: 

That  they  agree  with  the  Governor  in  his  views  upon  this  subject- 
Whatever  opinions  may  exist  as  to  the  proper  legislation  to  remedy 
the  present  system  of  taxation,  there  appears  to  be  universal  dissat- 
isfaction at  its  unequal  and  unjust  operation.  There  is  but  little  doubt, 
too,  of  the  necessity  of  a  change,  in  order  to  meet  the  increasing  ex- 
penditures, and  which  must  necessarily  have  an  extraordinary  in- 
crease in  the  next  fiscal  year.  VV^e  have  to  pro\ide  for  taking  the 
census  and  for  the  expenses  of  an  adjourned  or  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature. 

There  would,  therefore,  seem  to  be  no  doubt  that  we  must  increase 
the  taxes  under  the  present  system  or  adopt  a  new,  or  in  the  words 
of  the  Constitution,  "  an  equal  and  uniform  mode  of  taxation.'' 

Your  committee  have  drawn  up  a  bill,  (submitted  herewith,)  which 
they  believe  will  introduce  a  more  equal  and  just  system  of  taxation. 
They  have  proceeded  upon  the  principle  that  the  burthens  of  govern- 
ment should  be  in  proportion  to  the  protection  received.  They  are 
aware  that  the  justice  of  a  capitation  tax  has  sometimes  been  qaes- 
tioned — but  they  conceive  it  to  be  without  jnst  grounds.  Individual 
members  of  society  are  protected  in  their  persons  and  in  their  perso- 
nal rights,  and  in  privileges  as  freemen,  and  they  believe  that  this  tax 
should  be  most  cheerfully  paid. 

The  next  basis  and  the  most  important  one  is,  that  property  io 
every  shape  shall  pay  for  its  protection  in  proportion  to  its  vake. 
This  is  the  true  principle  whether  considered  in  relation  t<)  equality 
in  the  support  of  Government,  or  in  reference  to  policy  and  expedien- 
cy. All  arguments  which  have  any  force  in  favor  of  specific  taxes 
for  protection  in  federal  legislation,  are  utterly  groundless  when  ap- 
plied to  State  policy ;  and  we  find  that  State  after  State  has  adopted 
the  ad  valorem  principle,  until  at  present  our  State  is  regarded  as  an 
exception. 

Your  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  in- 
equality and  mjustice  of  our  present  system,  as  the  facts  set  forth  in 
the  message  of  the  Governor  are  conclusive.  They  may,  however, 
remark  that  the  tax  on  incomes  is  altogether  inconsistent  with  the 
principles  of  our  institutions.  Our  policy  has  been  and  should  be 
to  encourage  industry,  to  perfect  skill  and  increase  knowledge  by  all 
the  means  Iciritimately  within  the  province  of  government,  and  vet 
these  are  tuxod  in  princi[)le  and  effect  if  we  tax  incomes.  On  the 
contrary  a  tax  on  property  produces  a  different  effect  upon  theie  vir- 
tues, and  if  it  does  not  directly  stimulate  them,  it  prevents  property 
from  remaining  idle  and  unproductive  for  any  long  period  of  time. 
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Yonr  committee  have  not  attempted  to  interfttre  with  the  tax  on 
licenses,  except  in  those  cases  where  tliere  is  a  manifest  departure 
from  the  principles  on  which  the  bill  is  founded.  . 

In  all  the  States  where  the  ad  valorem  principle  is  adopted,  so  far 
as  jour  Committee  have  examined,  some  exceptions  have  been  made 
in  favor  of  the  poorer  classes,  and  the  bill  now  proposed  excepts  fif- 
ty head  of  cattle,  and  furniture  under  three  hundred  dollars  in  value. 
This  will  except  cattle  that  are  kept  for  individual  or  family  use, 
whilst  investments  in  stock  raiding,  as  a  business,  will  be  taxed  as 
other  capital. 

Your  Committee  have  specified  a  rate  in  the  bill,  which  they  be- 
lieve, trom  estimates  made,  will  raise  a  sufficient  sum  to  meet  the 
necessary  expenditures  fur  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOliN   PAKSONS,  Chairman. 

The  accompanying  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  adopt  au  equal 
and  uniform  mode  of  taxation  in  this  State  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  said  bill  was  read  a  second  time  by  iti 
title,  and  75  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  bills  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  and  beg  leave 
to  report  as  correctly  enrolled : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  B.  T.  Jordan  to  boild  a 
Bridge  across  the  Suwannee  River,  and  for  other  purposes; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  ace  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
paynaeut  of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  BAISDEN, 

Chairman. 
ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  abduction  and  escape 
of  slaves  from  this  State  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  amendments  recommended  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  wqib 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  bill  was  amended  by  striking  out  the 
word "  fumigating"  in  the  third  section,  and  inserting  the  word 
*'  searching"  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  period  now  fixed  bj 
law  for  the  payment  of  taxes  and  for  the  setdement  of  Tax  Collec- 
tors; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Popa  moved  to  amend  the  ViU  by  adding  the  following  addi* 
tionai  section ;  '  " 
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On  tnotioDy  the  unendineDto  reported  bj  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free  persons  of  eokir^ 
Were  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  rale  was  waived,  and   said  bill  was 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several  Tax  CoUectors  of  this 
State  in  travelling  to  and  (roro  the  Capital,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
their  annual  settlement,  shall  receive  five  cents  per  mile,  calculatiog 
from  the  county  site  of  each  county,  to  and  from« 

Which  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free  per- 
sons of  color ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  adding  the  following  addi? 
tional  section  : 

Be  U  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  free  per- 
sons of  color  further  than  to  require  such  persons  of  color  to  obtain 
from  the  Judges  of  Probate  and  County  Commissioners  in  the  Coon- 
ties  wherein  they  may  reside,  permission  to  emfioj  means  for  thdr 
education ; 

Which  amendment  v^m  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HoUaman  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Meetn, 
Dell  and  Shine,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Dismukes,  Fenn^, 
HoUaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Rowley  and  Taylor — ^9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Chaires,  Christie,  Dell,  Dum- 
roett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Nassau,  I^ng- 
ford.  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescotr,  Shine,  Speer,  Thomp- 
son of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — ^23. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shiqe,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  bill — Mr.  Galbrattk 
in  the  Chair. 

JUier  sometime  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  its  Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House  with 
amendments ; 

Which  report  was  received. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  a  call  of  the  House ; 

Which  was  ordered. 

Upon  calling  the  roll,  the  following  members  were  absent,  viz : 

Messrs.  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Dewitt,  Dismukes,  Galbraith,  Johnatoii, 
Ned,  Porter,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor  and  Whitehursi 

Upon  calling  again  the  list  of  absentees  the  foHowing  membeit 
were  still  absent: 

Messrs.  Bowers,  Dewitt,  Johnston,  Neel,  Shine  and  Whitehorst 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  further  proceedings  under  di^eal^ 
were  dispensed  with. 
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read  a  tiiird  time  and  put  upon   its  pasrs.nge,   upon  which   the  vote 
was  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Dell, 
Dammett,  Harris,  Hayoes,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope, 
Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa,  VaoZant  and  Wall— 21. 

Nays — Messrs.  Carter,  Coombs,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith, 
Haddock,  HoUaroan,  Jones  ofMonroc^,  Lut^gford,  Rowley  and  Tay- 
lor—11. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  tl)e  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  consolidate  the  office  of  Sheriff  and  Tax  Assessor 
and  Collector  of  Ja.cksun  County  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

The  amendment  recommended  by  tlie  Judiciary  Committee,  to- 
wit :  that  the  4th  section  be  stricken  out,  was  concurred  in,  and  said 
section  stricken  out 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  paid  bill  was 
read  a  t^Ud  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote 
was; 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs*  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Fennellt  Galbraith,  Had- 
dock, Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaroan,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nasr 
saa,  Langford,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott»  RowJey,  Shine,  Speer,  Tay- 
lorj  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Sosa,  VanZant  and 
Wall-30. 

Nays— Non'e. 

8o  the  bill  passed. 

On  motion,  the  title  of  the  bill  was  amended  by  inserting  the 
words  "  to  beenlitled  An  act"  after  the  word  *'  bill." 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  waa 
received  andrc^: 

Executive  Chamber, 

December  22d,  1854. 
To  the  Hon.  Wm.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sib  :»-I  have  the  honor  now,  to  transmit  the  Report  made  to  me 
by  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement,  accompanied  by  a  bill  which 
they  prepared^,  designed  to  cary  into  execution  the  system  which 
they  have  recommended. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  system  recommended  embraces  every  aeet 
tion  of  the  Sthte,  and  is  one  on  which  it  is  believed,  every  interest 
ean  harmonize.  The  provision  made  for  securing  the  construction 
of  the  work,  although  not  exactly  that  recommended  in  my  annual 
measage,  is  perhaps  better,  and  may  prove  more  certain  to  aecore  the 
object  desin^.  The  impor  tanee  of  the  work  contemplated— the 
^reat  labor  bestowed  on  the  subject  by  the  Board,  and  the  abUit^ 
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with  which  they  have  enforced  their  views  and  recommendations, 
^vlil  doubtless  secure  for  their  action  the  careful  consideratloa  of  tlie 
4ieneral  Assembly.  Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 


REPOKT  OF  TUE  BOARD. 


Tlie  Board  of  Internal  Improvement  hesr  leave  respectfully  to  re- 
port, that  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  the  State  Engineer,  they  assem- 
iiled  at  Tallahassee  on  the  4th  day  of  December. 

Many  of  the  tofMcs  brounfht  under  consideration,  and  which  did  not 
seem  to  call  for  lej^islntive  interference,  tliey  have  acted  upon  by  res- 
olutions, contiiining  the  suggestions  of  the  Hoard,  addressed,  through 
tlie  President  of  the  Boaiii,  to  the  various  Olticers  or  Departnienia 
charged  by  law  with  the  respective  subjects.  Among  these,  are  re- 
commendations regarding  steps  for  a  more  speedy  confirmation  of 
Swamp  selections ;  for  a  classification  of  these  selections,  in  lists  de- 
scriptive of  the  several  characters  and  grade  of  land  and  growth ;  for 
an  application  of  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  improving 
St  Johns  River,  under  directions  of  the  Governor  of  this  State ;  for 
the  extension  of  the  reconnoisance  lately  begun  by  the  State  Engi- 
neer West  of  the  Apalachicola  River;  and  for  a  reconnoisance  of  4e 
Hau lover  between  Matanzas  and  Halifax  Rivers. 

The  subject  which  chiefly  employed  the  attention  of  the  Board, 
referred  to  a  general  system  of  improvements  for  the  State,  which, 
while  developing  into  prosperous  growth  its  great  natural  resources, 
and  giving  fair  o[)portunity  to  every  section  to  bring  i!ito  activity  its 
peculiar  advantages,  would  draw  together  in  closer  union  and  fnit^- 
nity  the  extremes  of  the  State ;  and  in  accomplishing  this,  the  Board 
has  still  kept  in  view  the  duty  to  make,  as  nearly  as  possible,  equal 
distribution  to  every  part,  of  the  aids  which  can  be  rendered  fmn  the 
general  fund^ 

There  is  no  portion  of  the  Union  more  advantageoasly  located,  by 
geographical  position,  for  profitable  investment  in  Railroad  enterprises, 
than  Florida ;  nor  is  there  one  upon  the  development  and  population 
of  which  such  improvements  would  tell  with  a  more  sensible  effect. 
Our  climate  is  unequalled  in  the  Union  for  its  moderate  and  eqnaUe 
temperature  and  general  healthfulness.  Every  portion  of  oar  soil  u 
suited  to  some  industry,  productive  of  wealth;  extensive  forests, 
abounding  in  valuable  woods ;  unlimited  natural  pasturage,  capable 
of  supporting  numerous  herds  of  cattle  and  horses,  throughout  all  &e 
seasons,  without  the  aid  of  the  agriculturist ;  and  extensive  belts  of 
agricuhural  lands,  of  fertile  and  durable  quality,  bearing,  in  large 
pomparative  yield,  the  richest  staples — Upland  and  Sea  Island  Cot^ 
tons,  Sugar,  and  fruits  of  all  the  latitudes.  We  have  an  extensive 
•ea  coast,  al>oanding  with  valuable  fisheries,  and  indented  with  the 
^nest  commercial  harbors  which  the  South  affords,  both  Atlantic  and 
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Gulf.     Yet,   with  all  tlios*^'  blosjjings  from  nature,  our  pro;:(ress  an(J 
development  has  been  very  taixly. 

This  suspension  of  growth  has  been  owing  only  to  our  failure  in  a- 
vailing  ourselves,  with  due  diligence,  of  another  and  marked  natural  ad- 
vantage — that  of  ourgeograpliicfU  position.  With  one  shore  upon  the 
broad  Atltantie,eonfrontingthegreat  marts  of  distribution  and  consump- 
tion for  Southern  and  VVefcJtern  staples,  and  on  the  other  the  greatest  ba- 
sin of  commercial  supply  which  the  globe  presents ;  these  two  seas  di- 
^^ded  by  an  interval  so  narrow,  compared  with  the  States  North  of  us, 
that  we  may  claim  to  hold  from  nature  the  key  of  connection  between 
them ;  with  one  of  the  finest  harbors  of  the  Atlantic  upon  one  side,  and 
with  a  series  of  noble  bays  and  harbors  ujwn  the  Gulf,  each  more  or  less 
convenient  to  one  or  other  important  stream  of  trade  or  travel ;  we 
have  only  to  open  suitable  avenues  of  connection  to  draw  through  the' 
State  the  greatest  tide  of  commercid  intercourse  the  world  has  ever 
Been,  and  to  bring  our  State  into  the  relation  of  a  center  to  the  social 
and  commercial  connection  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Union ;  render- 
ing it  thus  an  inviting  field  for  the  enterprising  of  all  classes — agricul- 
tural, commercial  and  mechanic. 

That  the  avenues  necessary  to  this  purpose  have  not  heretofore 
been  opened,  has  been  owing  to  the  limitied  resources  of  cash  capi- 
tal at  the  command  of  our  people,  and  the  inability  of  the  State  to* 
contribute  to  their  construction.  The  time  has  come  now  when,  m 
the  opinion  of  the  Board,  it  is  in  our  power  to  stimulate  an  early  con- 
struction of  the  necessary  work«,  and  we  owe  it  to  ourselves  to  put 
the  State  at  once  upon  its  career  of  progress. 

The  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  State  consist  of  500,000  acres  of 
land,  selected  at  an  early  date,  in  bodies  of  320  acres,  and  their  pro-' 
ceeds;  and  an  amount  of  Swamp  Lands,  likely  to  reach  the  quanti- 
ty of  10,000,000  of  acres.  A  portion  of  the  lands  of  the  last  de- 
scription are  not  of  present  value,  but  other  portions  will  have  large 
value  for  agricultural  purposes  and  for  lumber  and  naval  stores,  when 
penetrated  by  railroads,  or  reduced  to  agricultural  adaptation  by 
drainage. 

We  have  thought  it  best  to  recommend  the  concentration  of  these 
means  upon  a  system  of  improvement  having  reference  to  the  wants 
of  general  commerce  as  well  as  local  necessity  ;  for  the  growth  of 
the  State  in  population  and  wealth  being  thus  most  rapidly  develop- 
ed, the  means  necessary  for  local  connections  and  improvements 
U'culd  very  soon  be  produced. 

The  system  we  recommend  for  aid  consists  of  a  Railroad  between 
the  waters  of  Escambia  Bay  and  the  St.  John's  River  at  Jackson- 
ville,  with  an  extension  from  suitable  points  on  the  line,  to  the  waters 
of  St  Andrew's  Bay  in  West  t  lorida,  and  the  St.  Mark's  River  in 
Middle  Florida ;  and  from  Amelia  Island,  an  the  Atlantic,  to  the 
waters  of  Tampa  Bay  in  South  Florida,  with  an  extension  to  Cedar 
Key  in  East  Florida ;  and  to  connect  the  country  east  of  the  St 
John's  with  the  system,  and  thus  to  comprehend  that  section  naare 
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full)  in  its  benefit*,  we  I  odorhmend  alsMlie  construction  of  a  Canal  td 
connect  Indian  River  with  the  St  John's. 

These  improvements,  with  roads  from  Macon  in  the  direction  of 
Cedar  Key  and  from  Montgomery  to  Pensacola,  and  to  some  other 
more  eastern  point  of  our  system,  will  complete  all  the  desirable 
linps  for  a  prosperous  system. 

It  will  be  found  by  reference  to  the  map,  that  every  County  in  die 
State  will  be  more  or  less  within  convenient  reach  of  the  system  of 
roads.  So  far  as  the  State  may  afford  aid  for  these  improyeroeots, 
the  benefits  will  have  been  as  equally  dispensed  to  the  different  sec- 
tions as  would  be  easily  practicable  ;  and  to  each  section  of  the 
State  is  afforded  an  opportunity  to  develop  tlie  growth  of  a  harbor 
of  commerce  within  its  own  limits. 

In  adopting  a  system,  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  if  we  posses- 
sed within  our  own  borders,  suitable  harbors,  upon  the  two  seas,  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  commerce  which  would  pass  over  our 
roads ;  for  otherwise,  it  would  be  necessarj^  to  point  our  improve- 
ments to  suitable  connexions  with  the  system  of  our  neighboring 
States. 

Upon  the  Atlantic  we  possess  the  harbor  of  Fernaodina.  lliis  is 
proved,  by  the  Hydrographical  Surveys  made  under  authority  of  the 
United  States'  Government,  to  be  one  of  the  finest  harbors  for  the 
purposes  of  commerce  which  is  to  be  found  South  of  the  Chesapeake 
Bay.  The  harbor  is  perfectly  and  closely  land-locked,  with  an  av- 
erage depth  of  35  to  40  feet,  entirely  without  shoals,  an  anchorage 
with  good  holding  ground  extensive  enough  for  the  largest  pos- 
sible commerce,  and  having  a  frontage  of  over  two  miles,  along  the 
whole  extent  of  which  Wharves  ol  20  to  50  feet  will  reach  a  depth 
of  25  to  35  del  of  water.  It  is  on  a  Sea  Island,  and  thos  seenre  of 
health  ;  being  very  similar  in  its  climate  to  that  of  St  Augustine.*- 
The  depth  upon  the  bar  is  thus  given  in  a  late  report  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Engineer  bureau  to  Congress,  viz :  **  The  bar  of  this  river 
ufl^ords  13^  feet  at  the  lowest  water,  and  from  20  to  22  ieet  during 
Spring  tides." 

To  show  the  sufficiency  of  this  harbor  for  all  the  porposes  of  do- 
mestic and  foreign  trade,  it  will  be  found  by  a  reference  to  Lloyd's 
list  for  the  year  1853,  that  there  are  only  thirty-three  vessels  oat  of 
ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  recorded  in  that  office,  that 
draw  twenty  feet  or  more.  The  following  is  a  list  of  these  thirty- 
three  vessels,  showing  their  burden  and  drafl : 

5  Vessels  are  600  tons  burden  and  draw 
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Charleston,  the  harbor  of  Fernandiaa  is  much  superior.  At  Charles* 
ton,  the  depth  on  the  main  ship  channel  does  not  exceed  ten  and  A 
half  feet,  at  low  water;  and  at  Savannah  vessels  cannot  reach  the 
city  with  more  than  eight  feet  draft  at  low  water.  Vessels  drawing 
17  feet  can  receive  cargoes  12  miles  or  more  below  the  citj,  from 
lighters,  and  proceed  to  sea  at  high  water,  but  this  mode  of  conduc- 
ting  commerce  is  attended  with  great  inconvenience  and  expense. — 
Neither  of  these  ports  have  a  frontage  at  all  comparable  to  Fernan- 
dina.  From  Fenandina  vessels  drawing  twenty  feet  can  load  at  the 
vharf,  and  proceed  to  sea  ^ith  any  wind  and  without  towage,  for 
the  wharves  are  not  more  than  three  miles  distant  from  the  open  sea. 

Besides  this,  we  believe  that  Coal,  a  necessary  element  in  the  sup- 
porting means  of  an  extensive  commerce,  can  be  delivered  at  any  of 
oar  ports  from  the  mines,  for  a  cost  not  exceeding  that  at  any  other 
Southern  sea-port 

Upon  the  Gulf  side,  we  have  the  noble  bays  of  Pensacola,  St  An- 
drews, and  Tampa ;  besides  many  others  of  sufficient  capacity  for 
the  accommodation  of  any  amount  of  Gulf  trade. 

We  have  felt  justified,  Uierefore,  in  resting  our  system  upon  ports 
located  within  our  own  limits. 

The  next  point  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Board  was  directed, 
eoDcerned  the  ability  of  the  system  to  maintain  itself. 

Throwing  out  of  view  the  large  local  support  which  the  roads  will 
derive  from  the  domestic  productions  and  commerce  of  the  State, 
vre  propose  to  regard  them  in  their  relation  to  the  general  needs  of 
commerce  in  the  transport  of  persons  and  commodities. 

1.  In  respect  to  travel.  The  destination  of  the  streams  of  travel  be* 
tween  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  is  to  Cuba,  to  the  Pacific 
over  the  various  crossings  of  the  Isthmus,  to  Texas,  to  New  Orleans, 
Mobile  and  Apalachicola,  the  three  leading  American  ports  on  the 
Gulf.  The  crossings  to  the  Pacific,  are  made  and  to  be  made  at 
Chagres,  at  Honduras,  and  at  Tehuantepec.  It  is  capable  of  dem* 
onstration  that  the  most  comfortable  and  cheapest  transport,  and  in 
nearly  every  material  instance,  the  shortest  and  quickest,  from  the 
Atlantic  to  either  of  these  points — Cuba,  Chagres,  Honduras,  Tehu- 
antepec, Texas,  or  the  Northern  Gulf  ports,  can  be  made  through 
Florida,  using  one  or  other  of  the  ports  on  the  Gulf  reached  by  our 
system,  for  debarkation,  according  to  the  point  of  destination.  So 
of  course,  with  the  returning  tides  to  the  Atlantic. 

2.  In  respect  to  trade,  llie  Gulf  of  Mexico  is  a  common  basin 
or  expansion  forming,  through  its  tributary  rivers,  and  its  connections^ 
the  natural  receptacle  for  the  products  of  the  largest  area  of  produ- 
cing country  that  is  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  same  space  upon 
the  globe.  The  population  which  is  to  occupy  the  Valleys  of  the 
upper  and  lower  Mississippi,  ot  the  Ohio,  of  the  Amazon  and  its  trib- 
utaries, and  the  surface  of  Texas,  Mexico,  Central  America,  Cuba 
and  the  other  West  Indies,  must,  in  process  of  time,  reach  inconceiv- 
able numbers,  producing  an  amount  of  annual  wealth  beyond  any- 
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tfiiug  heretofore  known  ;  most  of  which  must  pour  into  this  cooi- 
mon  basin. 

When  to  this  is  added  the  vast  productions  of  the  Pacific  Cotio- 
tries,  which,  by  Canal  or  roads,  must  seek  the  Atlantic  through  the 
same  basin,  there  is  no  appreciating  the  value  of  the  commeree 
which  it  will  supply.  For  a  large  part  of  this  commerce — much  more 
of  it  than  our  system  can  accommodate — the  transit  through  Flori- 
da will  be  more  convenient  and  more  cheap,  than  by  sea,  or  over  any 
land  line  outside  of  our  limits. 

It  is  an  undoubted  truth  that  commerce  will  settle  itself  in  those 
channels  which  ofier  the  cheapest,  and  at  the  same  time,  quickest 
transport,  other  considerations  afiecting  commercial  value  being 
equal.  Tried  by  this  test,  it  is  certain  that  a  great  and  enriching 
portion  of  the  vast  trade  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  must  pass  over  our 
lines.  The  Board  do  not  wish  to  swell  their  report,  by  entering  upon 
detailed  comparisons  with  other  water  and  land  routes,  but  they  are 
satisfied  that  the  position  they  assume  will  bear  the  most  rigid  scru- 
tiny. 

No  inconsiderable  circumstance  in  determining  the  advantage  of 
our  routes  for  conducting  the  business  of  the  Gulf  basin  is,  that  nont 
of  the  points  at  which  the  produce  now  collects  are  suited  for  a 
large  foreign  commerce.  Galveston  admits  less  than  12  feet,  the 
Mississippi  only  about  13  feet,  and  not  more  than  10  feet  can  be  ca^ 
ried  to  Mobile  at  high  water. 

The  difficalty  of  conducting  foreign  commerce  from  New  Orleans, 
may  be  illustrated  by  the  facts  stated  in  a  memorial  to  Congress  bj 
the  Chamber  of  Comiierce  a  few  years  since.  It  is  therein  stated 
that ''  within  the  last  few  weeks  nearly  forty  ships  have  been  aground 
on  the  bar,  for  various  periods,  from  two  days  to  eigJU  week^,  some 
of  which  were  compelled  to  throw  portions  of  their  cargoes  over- 
board, and  others  to  discharge  cargo  into  lighters  before  they  coald 
be  got  through  the  Channel,  occasioning  heavy  expense  to  the 
goods,  and  great  straining  and  injury,  besides  involving  pecuniary 
losses  which  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  9500,000." 

At  the  time  of  the  grounding  of  the  steamer  Georgia,  Capt  For- 
ter,  U.  S.  N.,  prepared  a  draft  "  representing  the  appearance  of  the 
bar  of  the  Mississippi  River,  May  16,  1852,"  which  was  published 
by  order  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans.  The  ex- 
planation printed  with  the  draft  stated  as  follows : 

VESSELS    ON   NEW    ORLEANS    BAR. 

Tons,    Bales  Cotton,       Value,  Detained, 


Middlesex, 

1430 

4500 

$160,000 

40  days. 

Desdemona, 

625 

2200 

80,000 

35    " 

Winchester, 

1475 

5800 

205,000 

83    « 

Progress, 

1400 

4300 

105.000 

46    « 

Goodwin, 

600 

800 

60,000 

8    « 

Montreuil, 

600 

2000 

70,000 

7    •* 

Digitized  by 


Google 


139 

Tons,    Bales  Cotton,  Value,             DeiainetL 

Brought  forward,           -           -  8725,000 

Liberty,                      740          2000  70,000              5  days, 
Str.  Georgia,             2500 

Total  Cargoes,         ....  $795,000 

Value  of  Vessels,          •    -         -         -  705,000 


Or  aggregate  value  of  proj>erly  detained     $  1 ,500,000 

It  is  added  in  a  note  to  the  above  table  that  ^  many  other  vessels 
than  those  above  were  aground  at  the  same  time,  awaiting  a  swell 
from  South-easterly  gales." 

Nor  is  Mobile  better  circumstanced  for  heavy  commerce.  In  a 
memorial  from  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  Mobile,  lately  presented  to 
Congress,  it  is  stated  that  vessels  of  heavy  draft  have  to  lie  28  miles 
below  the  city  and  are  loaded  and  discharged  there,  by  means  of 
lighters.  This  charge  of  lighterage  only  is  shown  to  have  amoun- 
ted to  9227,000  on  the  commerce  of  the  previous  season.  This  is 
not  the  greatest  loss.  The  memorial  enters  into  a  calculation  to 
show  the  damages  done  goods  and  produce  by  the  necessary  tran- 
shipments, and  concludes  that  cotton  at  Mobile  is  injured  to  the  a- 
mount  of  one  eighth  per  cent  per  pound  in  comparison  with  shipments 
to  New  Orleans,  which,  on  the  crop  of  the  previous  year,  made  a  loss 
of  ♦167,230, — which  added  to  the  lighterage,  makes  an  aggregate 
loss  on  foreign  commerce  from  this  cause  of  $394,62S.  The  injury 
to  domestic  trade  is  put  at  $107,791  more,  thus  swelling  the  annual 
injury  in  conducting  commerce  at  Motile,  from  deficiency  of  harbor, 
to  $502,599  ;  a  sum  sufficient  to  have  transferred  the  cotton  shipped 
from  Mobile,  from  her  wharf,  to  Fernandina. 

Besides  which,  the  interruption  of  business  by  a  climactic  mortali* 
ty  at  Mobile  and  New  Orleans,  from  Avhich  Fernandina  would  bo 
exempt,  must  more  or  less  affect  the  cost  of  factorage,  freight  and 
facilities  of  business. 

The  effect  of  our  improvements  will  be,  practically,  to  furnish  the 
Gulf  with  a  good  Atlantic  port  by  an  extended  wharf,  and  it  is  not 
doubted,  that  in  progress  of  time,  the  Gulf  ports  will  find  their  inter- 
est in  a  common  resort  to  Fernandina  as  their  seaport  for  foreign 
trade. 

The  Board  then  feel  warranted  in  the  belief  Uiat  the  system  pro- 
posed is  capable  of  sustaining  itself  profitably. 

The  next  subject  which  occupied  their  attention,  related  to  the 
mode  in  which  aid  should  be  given  to  these  works. 

After  considering  the  several  modes  in  which  aid  had  been 
given  by  other  States,  and  the  various  forms  in  which  our  lands 
might  be  made  available  for  the  purpose,  we  concluded  to  re- 
commend  that  companies  constructing  these  lines,  be  authorized  to 
issue  bonds  to  the  extent  of  ten  thousand  ($10,000)  dollars  per  mild. 
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the  interest  on  which  might  be  gaarantied  by  a  lien  upon  the  iDternal 
Improvement  fund,  upon  the  condition  that  the  bonds  should  pass 
only  in  payment  for  iron,  and  equipment,  after  the  road  bed  and 
wooden  superstructure  was  prepared  for  the  iron  :  the  whole  debt 
thus  created  constituting  a  first  lien  upon   the  Road. 

We  have  proposed  to  throw  around  the  State  fund  every  possible 
security  consistent  with  the  efficiency  of  the  plan,  and  have  recom- 
mended conditions  on  the  part  of  the  Companies,  which  will  give  to 
the  State  the  most  ample  assurance  that  the  Roads  will  subserve  the 
general  public  utility.  • 

In  considering  the  subject,  various  modes  came  under  review. — 
Whatever  practicable  aid  was  necessary  to  insure  the  construction  of 
the  Roads,  a  wise  policy  would  justify ;  for  the  rapid  enhancement 
of  the  general  wealth  and  population  certain  to  follow  their  construc- 
tion, would  be  ample  recompense  for  the  surrender  of  the  whole  fund. 
A  single  bridge  is  being  built  at  Montreal  at  a  greater  cost  (to- wit : 
seven  millions  of  dollars,)  than  the  whole  amount  of  our  aid,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  making  unbroken  connection  v/\th  the  Lakes.— 
But  we  were  desirous,  if  possible,  of  saving  to  the  State  the  fond, 
for  future  public  use,  if  a  sufficient  stimulus  to  the  construction  of  the 
Roads  could  be  afforded  without  parting  with  it. 

1.  A  gratuity  or  bonus  of  the  lands  to  the  Companies. 

This  mode  of  aid  has  not  been  unusual. 

New  York  granted  as  a  bonus  or  giil  from  the  State,  93,000,000 
to  the  Erie  R.  R.  Co. 

Mississippi,  by  legislative  act,  granted  to  a  Company  by  way  of 
bonus,  a  Railroad  completed  from  Jackson  to  Brandon,  (14^  miles,) 
with  the  car?,  locomotives,  fixtures,  depots,  town  lots,  &c.,  attached 
to  the  road,  sixty  choice  and  picked  negroes,  the  two  per  cent,  fund 
then  on  hand,  being  about  $12,000,  and  that  which  might  afterwards 
be  received,  to  induce  an  extension  of  the  road  to  the  Alabama 
line. 

Texas  made  a  direct  grant  of  nearly  twelve  millions  of  acres  of 
land  to  the  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

Illinois  gave  as  a  bonus  to  the  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  works  upon 
which  the  State  had  expended  two  millions  of  dollars. 

The  State  of  Maryland  made  a  bonus  of  $1,000,000,  and  the  Cky 
of  Baltimore,  a  further  bonus  of  $850,000  to  the  Baltimore  and  Sus- 
quehanna R.  R.  Co.,  as  an  inducement  to  agree  to  a  consolidatioii 
into  the  Northern  Central  R.  R.  of  Maryland,  **  for  the  better  bos- 
ness  advantag*^  s  of  Baltimore.'' 

Even  private  companies  make  such  aids  in  pursuing  Uieir  own  in- 
terest. 

The  Michigan  Central  R.  R.  Co.  offered  a  bonus  of  two  hnodied 
thousand  dollars  to  the  Canada  R.  R.  Co.  if  they  would  complete 
their  road  at  a  certain  time. 

Not  deeming  this  mode  of  lid  nceeisary,  the  Board  did  not  adopt 
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it.  This,  however,  may  })e  an  appropriate  place  to  say  that  they  re- 
commend the  grant  of  alternate  sections  where  the  Roads  pass 
through  State  Lands,  to  the  extent  usually  granted  by  Congress,  and 
with  such  limitations  as  will  prevent  any  title  passing  until  the  Roads 
are  made. 

The  principle  upon  which  this  rests  is  of  consideration  for  benefit 
rendered  to  the  general  value  of  the  State  Lands,  by  the  enterprize 
and  hazards  of  private  mvestment. 

The  State  Fund  will  be  more  than  recompensed  by  the  making  of 
the  Roads,  if  this  grant  should  help  to  induce  their  construction. 
Whatever  increases  the  general  prosperity,  and  opens  new  avenues  of 
industry,  enhances  the  general  value  of  property ;  but  Roads  have, 
besides,  a  direct  and  powerful  influence  upon  the  value  of  real  es- 
tate. 

In  1841,  when  Boston  commenced  her  Railroad  enterprises,  the 
total  assessment  of  property  value  in  that  city  was  ninety-eight  mil- 
lions, one  hundred  and  six  thousand,  six  hundred  dollars.  In  1850, 
Ti'hen  the  Railroads  were  in  operation,  it  was  two  hundred  and  sixty 
millions,  six  hundred  and  forty-six  tiiousand,  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
four  dollars;  and  this  was  produced  by  Roads  the  total  cost  of  which 
was  thirty  millions,  two  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand,  nine  h(m- 
dred  and  twenty-six  dollars. 

In  Mobile,  the  assessed  value  of  property  rose^v^  millions  in  one 
jrear,  after  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Road  was  commenced. 

In  New  York  City,  in  the  period  of  ^\e  years,  from  1845  to  1850, 
the  value  of  real  estate  fell  from  two  hwidred  and  fifty-one  millions 
to  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  millions.  Since  then,  the  Erie  Rail- 
road has  been  completed,  and  the  assessed  value  of  real  estate  for 
1853,  showed  an  increase  of  sixty-two  millions  over  the  assessment  of 
the  previous  year,  or  above  seventeen  per  cent  The  ratio  of  increase 
in  real  and  personal  property  was  about  equal. 

In  Louisville,  in  1848,  the  value  of  property  was  a  little  over  four- 
teen millions.  During  that  year,  she  commenced  a  system  of  Roads. 
In  1853,  (five  years  idler,)  tiie  assessed  value  of  property  had  risen 
to  thirty  millions. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Pacific  Railroad  Company  in  Mis- 
souri, they  sav : 

**  It  seems  nere  a  proper  place  to  observe  that,  in  its  effects  upon 
the  price  of  lands  adjacent  to  the  line,  the  Railroad  is  accomplishing 
quite  as  much  as  was  ever  predicted  or  promised.  The  value  has 
been  at  least  trebled.  Lands  which  recently  were  held  at  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents,  are  now  held  at  ten  dollars  per  acre.  Those 
which  were  held  at  thirty  dollars,  have  been  sold  at  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. Those  which  were  but  lately  bought  for  three  hundred  dollars, 
have  been  sold  for  one  thousand  dollars.  There  can  hardly  be  a 
doubt  that  the  enhanced  value  of  lands  through  the  district  of  coun- 
try in  which  our  Road  is  laid,  already  considernbl}^  exceeds  the  esti* 
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matoil  costs  of  the  work,  as  far  as  located.  Another  perceptible  ef- 
fect is  a  renewe<l  spirit  of  industry  and  enterprise,  and  the  develop- 
opmcnt  of  our  resources.  In  the  interior,  it  has  attracted  new  set- 
tlers, and  occasioned  the  entry  of  larjje  quantities  of  public  land." 

An  instance  is  lately  stated  in  the  United  States  Economist,  as  be- 
ing within  the  knowledge  of  the  editor,  of  a  person  who  invested  his 
earnings  for  some  time  in  land,  in  Illinois,  which  he  ofiered  in  the 
end  for  twenty  thousand  dollars,  but  without  success.  The  Central 
Railroad  passed  through  it,  and  he  was  hesitating  at  an  offer  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

These  are  a  few  instances,  out  of  similar  thousands,  in  illustration 
of  tbe  effects  of  Railroads  upon  the  value  of  lands  in  their  vicinity. 

The  Board,  therefore,  thought  that  the  enhanced  value  to  the  ftmd, 
by  the  construction  of  those  Roads,  would  well  justify  the  contnba- 
tion  proposed  under  this  head ;  and  it  may  be  well  to  reserve  to  the 
State  the  power  to  do  the  same  in  the  case  of  future  charters,  not 
falling  witliin  the  system  now  proposed. 

2.  By  subscription  to  the  Stock  of  the  Companies. 
This  was  deemed  unadvisable,  for  various  reasons.  To  place  the 
State  and  individual  stockholders  upon  a  just  equality,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  pay  for  the  Stock  in  cash,  and  it  was  not  believed  a 
sufficient  amount  of  cash  capital  could  be  derived  from  the  lands  to 
afford  any  useful  aid  to  tlie  Companies  at  present  Besides  this,  if 
the  ultimate  avails  of  the  land  should  prove  inadequate  to  cover  the 
amount  of  Bonds  issued  to  raise  the  cash  for  subscription,  the  State, 
under  the  inhibitions  of  the  Constitution,  would  have  no  means  nor 
resources  from  which  to  supply  tlie  deficiency,  and  would  thus  be  ex- 
posed to  damage*  of  n*pute.  It  was  also  a  cause  of  objection,  that  if  the 
State  were  able  to  subscribe  enough  to  afford  effective  aid,  she  would 
necessarily  acquire  a  large  share  in  the  direction  and  management  of 
the  work,  and  such  connection  of  political  agencies  with  works  of 
this  nature,  has  heretofore  proved  so  objectionable  as  to  cripple  their 
credit  The  wastefulness  of  political  agencies  in  the  management  of 
public  works,  is  very  strongly  exhibited  by  a  table  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  on  the  public  works  in  Pennsylvania,  compared  for 
a  series  of  years.  Tlie  table  was  presented  by  a  member  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  State,  at  its  last  session,  and  shows  how  expend iivre4 
grow  under  political  management : 

Receipts.  Erpendiiures. 

1846 $1,034,815 $499,970 

1847 1,230,422 532,728 

1848 1,184,245 793,308 

1849 1,238,720 730,528 

1850 1,345,501 839,418 

1851 1,234,062 894,451 

1852 1,452,417 1,036,497 

1853 1,303,5^11 1,158,104 
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3.  By  loan  of  credit^  or  wliat  is  tantamount,  guarantee  of  the 
bonds  of  the  Company. 

This  is  the  most  usual  mode  of  aid,  by  States,  to  Companies  un- 
dertaking important  public  works. 

In  Tennessee,  the  State  loans  the  bonds  of  the  State  to  the  amount 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  every  mile  of  road  graded  by  private  sub- 
scription, and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  additional  for  every  im- 
portant bridge. 

In  Missouri,  the  State  bonds  were  loaned  to  Companies  at  a  sin- 
gle session  to  the  amount  of  eight  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

In  Virginia,  at  a  single  session,  (1850-1,)  the  State  guaranteed 
bonds  of  Rail  Road  Companies  of  a  million  dollars,  besides  large 
similar  aids  before  and  since.  In  the  case  of  a  single  Company,  she 
has  made  loans  and  guarantees  exceeding  three  and  a  half  miUions  of 
dollars. 

In  Maryland,  the  State  loaned  its  credit  to  Railroad  Companies  to 
an  amount  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars. 

North  Carolma  has  endorsed  the  bonds  of  the  Wilmington  and 
Raleigh  Company  and  others  to  a  large  amount — ^nearly  a  miUion  in 
one  case,  (the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  R.  R.) 

South  Carolina  guaranteed  the  bonds  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Compa- 
ny for  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars. 

Massachusetts  aided  the  Western  Railroad  Company  to  the 
amount  of  four  millions  of  dollars ;  and  for  the  Hoosac  Tunnel,  cost- 
ing three  millions,  guaranteed  bonds  for  two  milHons  of  dollars. 

Cities  even,  and  private  companies,  do  the  same  for  tlie  stimulating 
of  such  works. 

The  city  of  Portland,  in  Maine,  with  a  population  at  the  time  not 
reaching  twenty  thousand,  loaned  the  credit  of  the  city  to  a  Railroad 
Company  connecting  with  Montreal  for  one  and  a  halif  million  of  dol- 
lars. 

Various  towns  in  Maine  loaned  their  credit  to  the  Kennebec  and 
Portland  R.  R.  Co.,  to  the  amount  of  near  a  miUion  of  dollars. 

Cincinnati,  in  Ohio,  loaned  the  credit  of  the  city  to  various  Com- 
panics  on  one  day  to  the  amount  of  a  million.  She  also  loaned  her 
credit  to  the  St  Louis  and  Cincinnati  Railroad  Company  for  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

Baltimore  lately  endorsed  the  bonds  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company  for  ^ve  milUon  of  dollars. 

The  same  city  also  endorsed  the  bonds  of  the  Connellsville  R,  R. 
Company  for  the  amount  of  a  million  of  Dollars.  She  abo  loaned 
her  bonds  to  the  North-western  Railroad  Company,  (in  Virginia,)  for 
one  miUion  and  a  half  of  dollars,  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  R.  R. 
Co.  loaned  its  credit  by  guaranteeing  bonds  for  the  same  Company 
for  one  million  of  dollars. 

The  city  of  Knoxville,  in  Tennessee,  guaranteed  bonds  of  the  East 
Tennessee  and  Virginia  Railroad  to  a  considerable  amount 

This  form  presents  a  better  mode  of  aid  from  the  State  Lands,  bc- 
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cause  it  makes  the  road  intervene  between  the  creditor  and  the  fund^ 
and  afTords  a  larger  basis  for  aid  than  the  mode  of  subscription. 

But  the  Board  settled  finally  upon  a  mode  of  aid  farming  a  modi' 
fication  of  the  last  mentioned,  and  affording  a  larger  basis  for  aid  io 
the  Companies,  namely : 

4.  A  guarantee  of  only  liie  interest,  of  the  bonds,  and  a  require^ 
ment  from  the  Company  to  deposite  with  the  Trustees  of  die  Internal 
Improvement  Fund,  annually,  a  sufficient  amount  to  compose  a  sink- 
ing fund,  that  will  cover  the  principal  of  the  bonds  at  maturity.  A 
semi-annual  payment  of  half  of  one  per  cent  will  do  this  in  the  case 
of  thirty-five  year  bonds  at  seven  per  cent 

To  accomplish  this  purpose,  it  is  recommended  that  tiie  lands  be 
vested  in  a  Board  of  Trustees,  consisting  of  the  Governor,  Comptrol- 
ler, Treasurer  and  Attorney  General,  and  riiaO  compose  a  property, 
to  be  called  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund.  That  this  Board  take 
in  charge  the  care  of  the  lands,  affix  prices,  make  sales,  adopt  suita- 
ble plans  for  drainage  without  encroaching  upon  the  cash  funds,  in- 
vest the  proceeds  of  the  lands  in  safe  and  proper  securities,  invest 
also  the  sinking  fund,  direct  the  payment  of  interest  as  it  falls  doe, 
and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  proper  to  be  committed  to 
them. 

When  twenty  miles  of  road  on  any  part  of  the  routes  indicated 
has  been  graded,  and  the  cross  ties  prepared  and  delivered  on  the 
ground,  it  is  recommended  that  the  Company  be  aathorized  to  issae 
coupon  bonds  running  thirty  five  years,  and  bearing  an  interest  not 
exceeding  seven  per  cent,  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars  per 
mile,  in  payment  for  iron  and  equipment,  and  not  to  be  valid  if  ap- 
plied to  any  other  use ;  and  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Internal  Im- 
provement Fund  be  authorized  (o  certify  upon  said  bond  that  tbe 
interest  will  be  paid  as  due,  out  of  tbe  funds  in  their  trust,  if  not  pro- 
vided  for  by  tbe  Company,  and  when  the  iron  has  been  laid  on  tbe 
first  twenty  miles,  and  a  further  length  of  ten  miles  has  been  graded, 
and  the  cross  ties  delivered,  a  further  issue  of  bonds  in  same  ratio 
to  be  made,  and  so  on  in  successive  Sections  of  ten  miles. 

To  ensure  the  due  attention  of  the  Company  to  tbe  payment  of 
the  interest,  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of  tbe  President  and  Board 
of  Directors,  under  suitable  penalties,  to  present  a  sworn  statement 
every  six  months  of  the  gross  receipts  of  tbe  part  of  the  road  com- 
pleted, and  the  expenses  of  working  and  maintaining  it,  and  to  pay 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  subject  to  the  order  of  tbe  Trustee 
the  amount  of  interest  payable  upon  the  bonds  issued,  if  tbe  net  re- 
ceipts will  pay  tbe  said  interest,  besides  dividing  six  per  cent  among 
the  Stockholders,  upon  tbe  amount  paid  in  by  them.  Bnt  if  the  net 
receipts  do  not  amount  to  so  much,  then  the  Company  should  be  re- 
quired to  pay  in  fifty  per  cent,  or  one  half  of  tbe  net  earnings,  tbe 
remainder  to  be  divided  among  tbe  Stockholders.  This  arrangement 
is  made  to  encourage  Stock  subscriptions,  by  enabling  persons  of 
limited  estate  to  take  and  hold  Stock,  as  well  as  to  favor  the  Conn- 
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ties  in  the  Bobscriptions  hereafter  recommended  to  be  anthorized.— 
In  ease  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund  should  be  required  to  pay 
for  any  deficiency  of  interest,  the  Company  should  be  required  to 
deliver  to  the  Trustees  stock  in  the  Road  to  an  equal  amount. 

To  guard  the  fund  from  being  called  upon  to  pay  interest  before 
the  iron  is  laid,  the  Company  should  be  required  to  deposit  the  first 
semi-annual  instalment  of  interest  at  the  time  of  receiving  the  bonds, 
and  should  be  obligated  to  lay  the  iron  upon  the  sections  for  which 
the  bonds  are  issued  within  the  current  six  months. 

To  guard  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund  from  loss,  the  bonds  so 
issued  should  constitute  a  first  Hen  upon  the  road,  equipnoent,  depots^ 
warehouses,  workshops  and  franchise,  with  suitable  provisions  for 
enforcing  the  lien  in  rase  of  default 

To  render  the  roads  of  certain  usefulness  to  the  State,  the  leading 
particulars  in  their  construction  should  be  specified,  ensuring  first 
class  roads ;  and  a  uniform  guage  and  arrangement  for  through- 
trains,  should  be  required. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  under  the  system  proposed  there  can  be 
no  probable  ultimate  loss  to  the  fund ;  for  the  roads  and  appurtenan- 
ces would  certainly  be  worth  the  cost  of  the  iron  and  equipment  pro* 
vided  for  them. 

Nor  would  the  fund  be  Ions;  inactive  if  the  roads  proved  profita- 
ble ;  for  if  the  roads  were  able  to  pay  the  sinking  fund  instalment 
and  the  interest  upon  the  bonds,  by  investing  the  sinking  and  Inter- 
nal Improvement  Funds,  with  their  accumulating  interest,  in  the  gua- 
ranteed bonds.  It  would  not  be  very  long  before  the  fund  wonla  be 
under  control  of  the  State.  To  expedite  this  result,  it  might  be  pro- 
vided, that  after  a  road  shall,  for  five  consecutive  years,  pay  the  smk* 
fng  fund  instalment,  the  interest  upon  its  bonded  debt,  and  a  dividend 
of  six  per  cent  to  the  Stockholders,  the  State  should  be  at  liberty  to 
apply  the  accruing  interest  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund  to 
other  objects,  so  long  as  the  roads  continue  to  make  the  same  in* 
come. 

As  a  further  guard  to  the  interest  which  the  State  fund  will  have 
in  the  success  of  the  roads,  and  as  well  to  maintain  their  profitableness 
as  to  make  fully  tributary  to  our  development  the  advantageous  geo-; 
graphical  position  of  the  State,  it  is  recommended  that  an  enactment 
be  made  which  will  secure  these  routes  from  the  danger  of  rival 
lines,  by  which  the  trade  properly  tending  towards  them  might  be 
drawn  ofiT.  While  it  would  not  become  us  to  refuse  to  commerce  a 
transit  through  our  limits,  it  is  still  allowable,  in  due  regard  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  State,  to  secure,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  general  interests  and  rights  of  trade,  the  benefit  of  our  posi* 
tion  to  the  advantage  of  our  own  people.  Our  neighboring  State  of 
Georgia  has  laid  down,  at  the  last  session  of  her  Legislature,  the 
rule  of  her  government  upon  this  point,  in  the  following  words : 
**  Tliere  is  nothing  (says  her  Committee)  Illiberal  or  selfish  in  the  de- 
19  H 
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termination  of  Georgia  to  seize  upon  those  gifts  of  natare  and  t 
bounteous  Providence,  which  soem  to  have  been  so  exclusively  her 
own,  and  by  their  proper  and  judicious  use  to  secure  for  her  own 
people  the  greatest  possible  advantage.  Such  determination  is  in  do 
wise  incompatible  with  her  political  or  social  relations  to  other 
States  or  their  inhabitants,"  and  they  quote  approvingly  the  remark 
of  Governor  Bigler  of  Pennsylvania,  in  his  last  Message  to  the  Le- 
gisfature,  that  **  where  no  principle  of  commerce  is  violated,  il  is  the 
right  and  duty  of  the  State  to  turn  her  natural  advantages  to  the 
promotion  of  the  views  and  welfare  of  the  State."  Without  examin- 
ing  into  the  bearing  of  these  views,  we  quote  them  as  worthy  to  be 
considered. 

To  induce  an  early  construction  of  the  roads,  it  might  be  provided 
that  no  Company  should  be  entitled  to  the  guaranteed  bonds  for  any 
part  of  their  route  not  constructed  within  five  3*ear8  from  the  date  of 
the  Act,  and  tlie  Companies  undertaking  should  be  required  to  com- 
mence their  work  by  grading  twenty  miles  within  two  years. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  bonds  are  allowed  to  bear  a  mwi. 
mum  interest  of  seven  per  cent.  Of  seventy-six  different  kinds  of 
Railroad  bonds,  issued  by  fiftytwo  different  Companies,  thirteen  pay 
an  annual  interest  of  six  percent,  fifty -five  pay  seven  percent,  sev- 
en pay  eight  per  cent,  and  one  pays  ten  per  cent  Most  of  the 
Southern  and  Western  Railroad  bonds  range  from  seven  to  ten  per 
cent 

In  further  aid  of  the  system,  the  Board  recommend  that  the  Coun- 
ties through  which  the  roads  pass  be  authorized  to  subscribe  for 
Stock  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  half  the  cost  of  constractiog 
that  part  of  the  road  which  lies  wuhin  their  limits,  and  that  the 
Towns  and  Cities  at  the  terminal  points,  and  on  the  route,  be  author- 
ized to  subscribe  in  their  corporate  character,  without  limit  m  a- 
mount,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Company.  Provided,  however,  ia 
both  cases  the  subscription  be  sanctioned  by  the  vote  of  a  majority 
of  the  legal  voters  in  such  Counties,  Cities,  or  Towns,  who  may  vole; 
and  that  if  bonds  are  issued  for  the  subscription,  the  Stock  shall  not 
be  assignable,  except  in  exchange  for  the  Stock  Bonds,  until  they 
are  cancelled,  but  shall  be  held  as  a  collateral  security  for  the  dis- 
charge of  them.  If,  instead  of  issuing  Bonds,  the  Counties  or  Cities 
prefer  to  pay  in  their  due  instalments  as  called  for,  by  immediate  tax, 
the  holders  of  the  tax  receipts,  either  as  original  parties  or  by  as- 
signment, should  be  entitled  to  receive  a  share  of  Stock  for 
every  hundred  dollars  of  tax  receipt 

This  mode  of  contributing  to  the  construction  of  Railroads  is 
practised  in  nearly  all  the  States,  especially  in  the  West  and  Souths 
and  has  been  attended  with  very  favorable  effects. 

The  Railroad  Convention  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States, 
which  met  in  New  Orleans  in  1852,  in  which  were  represented  Lou- 
isiana, Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Florida,  Missonri, 
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Arkansas,  Texas,  and  Georgia^  passed  unanimously  the  foUowng, 
Among  other  Resolutions  : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  people,  whenever  they  may 
^'.deem  it  proper,  to  subscribe  through  their  municipal  and  paro- 
"  chial  corporations  for  the  stock  of  Railroads  calculated  to  advance 
*'  their  interests,  and  that  the  Legislatures  of  the  different  States 
"  ought  by  law  to  authorize  their  cities,  parishes  and  counties  to 
"  make  such  subscriptions  when  desired  by  the  respective  inhabi- 
tants." 

As  contrasted  with  subscriptions  made  by  State  loans,  this  plan 
is  infinitely  preferable.  It  may  very  weU  happen  that  while  the 
contribution  for  a  State  loan  is  general  throughout  the  State,  the  ap- 
plication of  the  fund  may  be  very  partial  in  its  benefits,  and  controll- 
ed by  prevailing  influences  in  a  manner  utterly  valueless  to  a  large 
portion  of  the  tax  payers.  Every  person  who  parts  with  a  dollar 
for  any  purpose  beyond  the  expenses  of  administering  government, 
should  have  a  direct  equivalent  We  cannot  expect  unanimity  in 
any  case  of  taxation  or  appropriation  ;  but  by  County  subscrip- 
tion, based  upon  a  popular  vote,  we  are  assured  the  investment 
is  Dot  without  local  interest  to  the  tax  payer  who  is  to  meet  the  lia- 
bility. The  tax  payers  .who  are  to  answer  the  debt,  decide  the  ques- 
tion of  undertaking  the  debt ;  and  all  the  property  which  is  to  be  en- 
hanced in  value  by  the  itpprovement,  is  brought  into  fair  and  equal 
contribution.  It  is  the  only  means  by  which  the  lands  of  absen- 
tees, and  the  unsold  lands  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they  may 
become  private  property  before  the  bonds  are  discharged,  can  be 
made  to  bear  its  due  proportion  of  the  burthen. 

The  course  is  clearly  a  just  one.  In  n  recent  discussion  of  tlie 
subject  by  a  Journal  devoted  to  Railroad  matters,  the  subject  is  well 
presented  in  the  following  terms  : 

"Every  person  in  a  community  living  nearn  Railroad,  is  benefitted 
nearly  ip  proportion  to  the  amount  ol  property  he  possesses.  It  is 
jqst,  therefore,  that  the  benefit  and  burden  should  correspond  with 
each  other.  When  a  Railroad  \s  built  by  individual  contribution,  9, 
lew  make  all  the  sacrifices,  while  the  great  mass  reap  all  the  bene  • 
fit.  Now  it  often  happens  that  those  who  are  the  best  able  to  con- 
tribute towards  a  Railroad,  do  the  least.  They  have  an  abundance 
already,  and  the  Road  is  not  necessary  to  their  abundance,  or  means 
of  comfort  or  pleasure.  They  believe  the  Road  must  and  will  be 
baOt,  whether  they  take  hold  or  not,  and  that  they  can  receive  all 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  it,  without  being  compelled  to  make 
any  sacrifice,  or  incur  any  risk.  The  only  way  to  make  such  men 
contribute  to  an  enterprise,  is  to  tax  their  property  by  the  general 
veice  of  the  community.  When,  therefore,  an  entire  community  are 
equally  benefitted  by  a  Railroad,  the  most  equitable  mode  of  raising 
the  necessary  means,  4s  to  make  every  person  contribute  according 
jto  the  extent  to  which  he  is  beuefittcA'' 
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But  in  the  (ireseiit  condition  of  the  Stat^,tbd  occasion  for  each  aidsia 
imosaidlj  imperative.  We  have  aa  jet  but  limited  accumulations  of 
money  capital,  but  there  is  large  valae  in  landed  and  other  property, 
which  is  anprodactive  tor  want  of  the  verj  advantages  that  Railroads 
will  afford.  The  plan  offers  a  means  by  which  this  inactive  capital 
nu^  be  developed  into  usefulness. 

Every  protection  to  the  Counties,  from  being  overbnrthened,  is 
■ecured,  by  limiting  the  aathority  to  works  comprehended  in  diia 
•ystem,  and  bj  confining  the  subscription  to  half  the  cost  of  coo- 
atmction  within  their  respective  limits. 

Nor  is  there  danger  of  inconsiderate  action.  For,  by  requiring 
die  Commissioners  to  levy  an  annual  tax  to  meet  the  liability,  the 
voters  will  duly  reflect  before  assuming  a  burthen  which  is  to  bear 
at  once  upon  their  means. 

Nor  wUl  the  benefits  be  unworthy  the  sacrifice.  The  increased 
value  of  property  consequent  upon  the  improvement,  will  be  more 
than  the  liability ;  and  the  stock  received  in  lieu  will,  by  its  dividends 
and  value,  balance  the  bonds  and  interest  as  soon  as  the  work  is  in 
useful  operation*  The  very  expense  saved  annually  in  transportation 
of  the  exports  and  imports  of  a  County,  would  generally  be  more 
(han  the  outlay  for  the  interest  of  a  subscription,  even  in  cases  where 
the  maximun)  subscription  allowed  by  the  Act  was  made. 

The  Board  believe  that  the  adoption  of  the  svstem  they  recoo)- 
mend,  will  result  in  the  early  construction  of  all  the  roads  contem- 
plated by  it 

With  the  conci|rrence  of  the  Conmiittees  on  Internal  Improvonent 
of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Board  have  {R«pared 
a  Bill  that  ^vill  carry  out  the  views  they  present,  which  bill  has  been 
examined  and  approved  by  the  Attorney  General,  and  vdiich  is  re* 
apectfully  submitted  as  a  part  of  their  report 

In  conclusion,  we  recomn^end  tha^  the  Board,  being  no  longer  ne- 
cessaiT,  if  the  proposed  plan  is  adopted,  be  abolished  as  a  Board,  the 
State  Engineer  only  being  retained ;  and  t^  Boar(i  take  the  occa- 
aion  to  express  their  high  satisfaction  with  t^e  manner  in  which  this 
officer  has  dischaiged  his  duties,  and  as  his  labors  will  be  much  in- 
creased by  the  plan  proposed,  they  doubt  not  that  his  continued  usefbl- 
ness  will  secure  hiip  a  permanent  public  favpr. 

DAVID  L.  YUI4EE, 
JAMES  f .  ARCHER, 
RICHARD  H.  LONG. 
A.  S.  BALDWIN, 
JOHN  C.  PELOT. 


Which  was  read,  and  500  copies  of  the  accompanying  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  waived  to  permit  Mr*  Galbraith  to  in* 
trodnce  1^  bill  without  previous  notice. 
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Mr.  Galbraith intfckluced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  Ani^ to  provide  for 
and  encourage  a  liberal  ajstem  of  Internal  Impipvementa  in  itliia 
Stote; 

Which,  the  rale  being  waived,  was  read  the  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  100  copies  ordered  to  be  printcyd. 

The  fqllowing  Message  was  received  froQi  his  Ezcellencj  the 
Governor: 

EXECUTIVB    ChAMBBR,  ) 

Tallahassee,  December  22,  1854.  ) 
Hon  W;.  F.  RirssBLL,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Represenfutives : 

Sir:«-I  respectfully  return  without  my  approval  Act  entitled 
•*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joso  Vigil." 

The  bill  returned  Is  subject  to  the  same  objections  which  induced 
me  to  leturn  without  approval,  the  Acteqtitled  **  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Watson  W.  Leggett,"  the  reasons  for  which  were  assigned 
in  my  communication  of  the  15th  insL,  iwd  to  which  yon  are  respect- 
Colly  referred. 

Yeiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  £.  RROOMB. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  ^^estion  being  taken  upon  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  bill  over  ,the  veto  of  the  Governor,  the  vote 
was: 

Yeaa — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter,  Jones  of 
Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  and  Shine — 7» 

Nay»«— Messrs^  Baisden,  Chaires,  Dell,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Had- 
dock, Harris,  Haines,  Holaman,  Langford,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Rowley,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Van- 
2ant  and  WaU-^19. 

So  the  bill  was  lost 

A  bi^  to  be  entitled;  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relinquishment  to 
the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  title  to  and  jurisdiction  over  lands 
for  sites  of  Light  Houses,  and  for  other  purposes,  on  the  jcoast  and 
waters  of  this  Sts(te ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  th^rd  time  by 
its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Chaires, 
Cbristie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith^  Haddock, 
Harris,  Haynes,  Elollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langfonji^  Parsons, 
Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosa  and  Wall— 26. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  governing  Judges  ^  Pr.obaJ^es  io 
lOertain  cases ; 

Was  i^ead  the  second  time. 
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The  ameiulments  r^eoiQineDded  to  siid  bill  by  Ae  Scleet  Com- 
jnittee  to  whom  the  same  was  referred  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  waived,  and  said  bill  was  read  a  third 
dme  by  its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passnge,  upon  which  the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bajsden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Chaires, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Disraukes,  Dumoiett,  Fenoell,  Galbiaitfa, 
Haddock,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Penn, 
Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa  and  Wall— 25. 

Nays — Mr.  Harris — 1. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rules  being  waived,  Mr.  Parsons  introduced  the  following 
Resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  furnish  this  House  wl^  probable 
estimates  of  the  current  expenditures  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  having 
regard  to  the  expense  of  taking  the  Census  and  the  expenses  of  ao 
adjourned  or  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  for  fixing  the  appor- 
tionment ; 

Which  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  Comptroller  be  notified  thereof 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  non-residents  of  this  Stato 
from  hunting  or  killing  any  deer,  or  other  game  within  the  limits  of 
this  State,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  secoc^d  time,  and  was  postponed  and  made  the  spe- 
cial Order  of  the  Day   for  Thursday  next 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  admit  Anderson  J.  Peeler  to  prac- 
tiee  law  in  the  several  Courts  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  thiid  time  oa 
jto-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  legalizing  the  proceedings  of  die 
Judge  of  Probate  of  St.  Lucie  County; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third  time  by 
^ts  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was  : 

Ybaa — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Har- 
ris, Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Joaes  |0f  Nassau,  Lang- 
ford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall — ^28. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  House  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

^e  House  resumed  its  session,  a  quorum  present^ 
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On  nrrotion,  leave  of  absentee  was  granted  to  Messrs.  Christie  and 
Fennell  for  to-morrow,  aud  to  Mr.  Haynes  until  next  Tuesday 
week. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  concerning  Roads 
and  Highways  now  in  force  in  tbis.  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  tx>  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  name  and  establish  the 
County  Site  of  St.  Lucie  County; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  aud  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-ttorrow.  • 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  in  relation  to 
Pilotoge  at  the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Coombs,  Dismukes,  Galbraith,  Hands,  Haynes,  HoUaman,  Jones  of 
Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Sbine, 
Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  San  a  Rosa,  Van- 
Zant  and  Wall— 24. 
Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
Resolution  asking  Congress  to  declare  Indian  Rivera  Port  of  De- 
Kvery  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.   Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,   Chaires,, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Galbraith,   Harris,  Haynes,    Hollaman, 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Sauta  Rosa  and  Wall — ^23. 
Nays — None. 

So  the  Resolation  was  adopted. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  extending  the  time  authorizing  George 
H.  Tresper  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River  at  Clay 
Landing,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes, 
Galbraith,  Harris,*  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Van- 
Zant  and  Wall— 25. 
Nays — None. 

So  said  biU  passed — ^title  as  stated. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
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iiesbiution  mtfking  ap|]fropriaUon8  for  rqMirs  on  tfte  Capitol  ^ 

Was  read  the  Ihird  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  ita  passage/ Ae 
▼ot^  was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bafsden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dis- 
makes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Hayoes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Shine,  Speer,  Thompson 
of  Levy  and  Wall— 19. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dell,  Harris,  Hollaman,  Penn,  Rowley,  Taylor, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  VanZant — 8^ 

So  the  Resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  define  the  Boundary  Lines  of  Dwnl 
and  Nassau  Counties ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  npoiD  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman, 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Shine,  Speer,  Tay- 
lor, Thompson  of  Levy  and  Wail — ^22. 

Nays — Messrs.  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Thompaon  of  Santa 
Rosa  and  VanZant — 4. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  borrow 
money  to  redeem  the  outstanding  Statb  Scrip  issued  under  tlie  Act 
of  the  7th  of  January,  1853 ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brovm,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coorabs, 
Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman, 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Rowley,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Ro8»— 
22. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Langford,  Shine,  Taylor,  VanZant  and 
Wall— 6. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  ike  PSlota  and 
Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  by  its  title,,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  up- 
on which  the  vote  was  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs  Baisden,  Brown,  Coombs,  Dismukes, 
Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jonoa  of  Monroe, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley, 
Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  I^vy,  Hiompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Vaa- 
Zant  and  Wall— 24. 

Nays — Mr.  Carter — L 
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So  the  bfll  pa88ed-4itl6  at  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town  ot 
JacitsonviUe ; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading,  and  was  postponed  tinittl  Friday 
next 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  unite  the  offices  of  Sheriff  and 
Tax  Assessor  and  Collector  in  Hernando  County  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  pat  upon  its  passage,  iipon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Teas — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dismokes,  Dnm- 
mett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Joneil 
of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  PreScott,  Rowley,  Shine^ 
Sp^r,>  Thompson  of  Levy,  Tliompsdn  of  Santa  Rdsa  and  Wallr*^ 
23. 

Nays— Mr.  VanZant— 1. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rowley,  the  title  6t  the  Bill  was  amended  1>^ 
striking  out  the  word  ^*  County"  and  inserting  the  words  **  aod  Es- 
cambia Counties." 

Ordered  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  be  certified  to  the  Senates 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  tb6 
expenses  of  Criminal  Prosecutions,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading  and  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  grant  pre-emptions  on  School 
Lands ) 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading,  and  whk  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act 
to  incorporate  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator  Plank  Road  Compa- 
ny; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading,  and  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding 
Circuit  Court  of  Calhoun  County ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parsons,  the  bill  was  amended  by  striking  out 
the  word  '*  conflicting"  in  the  second  section,  and  inserting  in  lien 
thereof  the  words  "  so  far  as  they  may  conflict." 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  rule  being  waived,  tiie  Committee  on  Agriculture  made 
the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Agriculture  have  had  under  consideration  "  a 
bill  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of 
Tar  and  Turpentine  in  this  State,"  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  same 
back  to  the  House  and  recommend  its  passage. 

B.  W.  BELLAMY, 
Chairman. 
20  H 
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Which  was  r^ad,  and  the  accompanjing  bill  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  rale  being  waired,  Mr.  Haynes  introdneed  a  bill  to  be  tnti- 
tled  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  approved  Nov.  21,  1828,  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Lumber  in  the  varioss  Coanties  of 
this  Stote ; 

Which  was  read  tbe  first  tfme,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  seeood 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  Improve  the  Nav%ation  oTtlw 
Harbor  and  Bay  of  Apalachicok ; 

Was  read  die  second  time,  the  nde  waived,  read  a  tiiird  tioM  by 
its  title,  and  pot  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Del, 
Dismnkes,  Dnromet^  Galbrailh,  Harris,  HoUaman,  Jonea  of  Mon- 
roe, Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Preseett, 
Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  erf  Lery,  Thompsoi  of 
Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall— 26. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  use  of  the  Representative  Had  was  granted  16 
Miss  Reynolds  for  the  parpose  erf  giving  a  concert  thn  erening. 

On  motion. 

The  House  adjonmed  ontil  to-morrow,  10  c^eVnsk,  A.  H. 


SATURDAY,  Deeember  23,  I86C 

The  HoQse  met  parsnant  to  adjonrament 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  <^ciated  as  Chaplain. 

A  qooram  being  present,  on  motion,  the  reading  of  tiie  Journal  ef 
yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  which  had  passed  the  Hoiss 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  borrow 
money  to  redeem  die  outstanding  State  scrip  issued  vndttr  die  Act 
of  the  7th  of  Januarv,  1853 ; 

A  bUl  to  be  entitled  entitled  An  act  to  define  die  boandary  lines 
of  Duval  and  Nassau  Counties ; 

A  biH  to  be  entitled  An  act  extending  the  time  authoriziDg  George 
H.  Tresper  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River  at  Clay 
Landing,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  legalizing  the  proceedings  of  the  Jidge 
of  Probate  of  St  Lucie  County ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relinqoiahmeDtto  tho 
United  States  in  certain  eases,  title  to,  and  juriMiictioo  over  kuids  fat 
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Mies  of  Light  Houses  and  for  other  purposes,  on  the  coast  and  wa- 
ters  of  this  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  aet  to  onite  the  offices  of  Sheriff  and  Tax 
Assessor  and  Collector  in  Hernando  and  Escambia  Counties ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Pilots  and  Pi* 
lotage  of  the  Baj  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola ; 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  declare  Indian  River  a  Port  of 
Delivery ; 

Resolutions  making  appropriation  for  repairs  on  the  Capitol; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Harbor  and  Baj  of  Apalachicola ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  governing  Judges  of  Probates  in 
certain  cases ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  slaves  and  free  per- 
sons oi  color; 

Senate  bill  to  consolidate  the  office  of  Sheriff  and  Tax  Assessor 
and  Collector  of  Jackson  County ;  and 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port 
of  Key  West 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  both  Houses  and  had  been 
duly  enrolled  and  signed,  were  transmitted  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  viz : 

An  act  to  authorize  B.  T.  Jordan  to  build  a  Bridge  across  ihe 
Suwannee  River,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors  an4 
State  Witnesses,  approved  January  8, 1848. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communicatioii 
HousB  OF  Rkprbsbntativbs,  Capitol,  ) 
Tallahjjbsbb,  December  33d,  1854  ) 
Hon.  W.  F.  RuBSBLL, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representathes  : 

Sot: — ^My  election  by  the  House,  as  Speaker  pro  tempore,  waa 
justified  by  the  indisposition  of  the  Speaker.  That  cause  no  longer 
existing,  1  deem  the  office  no  longer  necessary,  and  therefore  respect- 
folly  tender  my  resignation. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  CARTER. 

Which  waa  read,  and  the  resignation  accepted. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Sbnatb  Chambbr, 

December  22, 1854.  \ 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives : 

Sib: — ^The  following  bill  was  this  day  lost  in  the  Senate,  viz : 

An  aet  of  the  sixth  General  Assembly  to  alter  ancT  tmend  the 
fcnrteenth  and  twenty  third  clauses  of  the  third  article,  and  the  thir- 
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feenth  mid  mxtectnth  e)aii868  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitation  oC 
this  State. 

The  Senate  has  ordered  two  handred  and  fifty  co|>ies  of  hit  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor's  message,  and  the  Report  of  the  Bosrd  of 
internal  ImproTement,  as  also, 

Seventy-five  copies  of  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  same  subject 
Very  Respectfblly, 

b.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
S feretory  of  Senate, 

Also  the  following : 

Sbnatb  Chamber,         ) 
December  23, 1854.     ) 
Hon  W.  F.  RussBLL, 

Speaker  of  ike  House  of  Representatives : 

Sib: — -The  Senate  has  concurred  In  '*  House  amendment^  to  Sen- 
ate bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  William  Webb  to  establish 
fi  Perry  across  Escambia  Bay. 

The  following  bills  have  passed  the  Senate,  viz: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  D.  Howse  of  Mar- 
ion  County  to  assume  the  managenient  of  his  own  Estate  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the  nari- 
ffation  of  the  Suufannee  River ; 

House  Bill  to  be  ent^ed  An  act  to  organne  the  County  of  Vdo- 
tia  without  amendment ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Town  of 
(^uincy  without  amendment ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  permanently  locate  the  Coart 
House  of  Hernando  County,  with  an  amendment  to  the  tide  of  said 
^ilUviz: 

Strike  out  *'  Court  House''  and  substitute  in  its  place  "  Co^niJ 
Pite." 

In  which  amendment  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  reBpetMHj 
requested. 

Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate, 

On  motion,  the  an^ndment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  be  entided 
An  act  to  permanendy  locate  the  Court  House  ^  Hernando  Coun- 
ty, was  concurred  in. 

Ordered  that  the  House  bills  be  enrolled,  and  the  Senate  bilis  be 
placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing Bills  as  correcdy  Enrolled : 

A  bill  to  be  endtled  An  act  to  authorize  William  A.  Gainer  tobuil^ 
^  Toll  Bridge  across  Bear  Creek ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


167 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  aathorize  Oliver  H.  Hearn  to  buil4 
a  Toll  bridge  across  the  Aucilla  River. 

Respectfully  sabmittf>d, 

J.  T.  BAISDEN, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  Charles  H.  Long** 
woith  of  Gadsden  County,  to  manage  his  own  estate; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third  time  by 
lis  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was: 

leas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Chaires,  Coombs^ 
Oelly  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  HoUan^an,  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer, 
Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  and  Wall — 2^ 

Nays-r-Messrs.  Jones  of  Monroe  and  Langford — 2. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived  to  permit  Mr.  Galbraith  to  make  a  motion^ 
Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  500  addit'onal  copies  of  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Internal  Improvement  be  printed ; 

Whieb  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Rowley  introduced  a  Resolution  ask- 
ing Congress  to  alter  the  provisions  of  the  grant  of  land  for  estab' 
lishing  two  Seminaries  of  l^eaming  in  this  State ; 

WUch  was  read  the  first  tin^e,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  OQ  Wednesday  next 

Senate  Resolotion  in  relation  to  a  mail  route  from  Tallahassee  by 
the  way  of  Sopcboppy,  in  Wakulla  Coun<y,  to  White  Bluff  or  Pick* 
ettsville,  at  the  mouth  of  Crook  River  on  the  Apalachicola  Bay ; 

Were  read  the  first  time,  the  rules  waived,  read  a  second  and  third 
time  by  their  title^  and  put  upon  their  passage,  upon  which  the  vote 
was: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Coombs,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Hollaman,  John-i 
800^  Jones  of  Monroe,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Shine,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Vani 
Zant  and  Wall— 24. 

Nays— Mr.  Dell— 1. 

So  the  Resolutions  were  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  roles  being  waived^  Mr.  Spneer  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  to  hold  the  Courts  of  Orange  County  at  Meilonville ; 

Wbich  was  read  the  first  time,  the  roles  waived,  read  a  second  anci 
third  time  by  its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  opon  which  the  vot^ 
Vras: 
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Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Oiaifes' 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismokes,  DammeU,  Haddock,  Harris,  HoUamant 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Joces  of  Nassan,  Langford,  ParsonSf 
Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Spe<>r,  lliompson  of  Levj, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — ^27. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  white  personi  bom 
gaming  with  negroes,  or  other  persons  of  color ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  tune  on 
Wednesday  next 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  Landmm; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
Wednesday  next 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act 
to  permanently  fix  the  election  precincts  in  the  County  of  Ccdnmbis, 
and  to  repeal  certain  Acts  therein  named,  approved  January  6th, 
1853; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  oa 
Wednesday  next 

Senate  Resolution  in  relation  to  the  improTement  of  St  Johns 
Bar,  and  the  preservation  of  the  Site  of  St  Johns  Light  Hoise; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
Wednesday  next 

A  bill  to  be  entided  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Friar ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  oa 
Wednesday  next 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  ad  to 
raise  a  revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida,  and  defining  the  dntiea  of 
the  Collectors  and  Assessora  thereof,  approved  July  ^i,  1845 ; 

Was  read  the  second  time^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Wednesday  next 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  eataUiahment  and 
organization  of  the  Florida  Independent  Bines ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Dnmmett  was  permitted  to  withdraw  amid  hSL 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  abduction  and  eneape 
of  Slaves  from  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  paaaage,  upon  wfaieh  the 
vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Cbairei^ 
Coombs,  Dell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  HoUaman,  Johnatoe, 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Paraona,  Penn,  Pope, 
Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Speer,  Thompaon  of  Levy,  Thompaon  of 
Santa  Roaa,  VanZant  and  Wall— 36. 

Nays — None. 
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So  ssid  bOl  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  periods  now  fixed  by 
law  for  the  pajment  of  Taxes  and  for  the  settlement  of  Tax  Collec- 
tors; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  pot  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
Tote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Chaires,  Coombs^ 
Dell,  Dommett,  Galbraitb,  Haddock,  Harris,  HoUaman,  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Pope,  Shine,  Speer, 
VanZant  and  Wall— 20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Carter,  Langford,  Penn,  Porter,  Preseott,  Rowley 
and  I'hompson  of  Santa  Rosa — ^7. 

So  the  bill  passed — ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Wednesday  next 
at  11  o'clock,  upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  were 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Galbraith,  Hoi- 
laman,  Johnston,  Parsons,  Penn,  and  Pope — 10. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Dell,  Dummett,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Porter,  Prescott,  Shine, 
Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and 
WaU— la 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Tuesday  morning,  10 
o'clock ; 

Which  motion  was  lost 

On  motion,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Messrs.  HoUamaa 
and  Dismukes  until  Wednesday  next 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Manatee ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading,  and  was  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day next 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  admit  Anderson  J.  Peeler  to  prao* 
tice  law  in  the  several  Courts  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

\eas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Galbraith, 
Harris,  Johnston,  Langford,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Shine,  Speer, 
Thompson  of  Levy,  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Dell,  Dummett,  Haddock,  Jones  of  Mon- 
roe, Jones  of  Nassau,  VanZant  and  Wall — 8. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy,  leave  of  absence  was  grant- 
ed  to  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Bellamy  until  Wednesday  next 
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A  bill  to  be  Entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  aet  concerning  Roadi 
and  Highways  in  ibis  State; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  npon  its  passage,  opon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chairei, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dunlmett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter, 
Prescott,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  YanZant  and  Wall— 23. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Dunimett  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Wednesday 
morning,  10  o'clock. 

On  motion  a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered,  when  the  foUowing 
members  answered  to  their  names  i 

Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dammett, 
Galbraith,  Harris,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott^  Shine,  Thompson 
of  Santa  Rosa,  and  Wall— 20. 

There  being  no  quorum  present,  the  names  of  the  absentees  were 
kgain  called  over,  and  none  of  them  answered. 

On  motion,  the  doOrs  ¥^ere  closed,  and  the  Sergeant  at- Arms  in* 
itructed  to  cause  the  appearance  ot  the  absent  members. 

A  quorum  appearing,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  oatil  Wed- 
nesday next,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  27,  1854. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Kennedy  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present  the  reading  of  the  Jonmal  of  Saturday 
was  dispensed  with. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dummett,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  pro- 
Tide  for  and  encourage  a  liberal  system  of  Internal  Improvement,  id 
this  State,  was  placed  first  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  rul(»s  being  waived,  Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy  was  permitted  to 
introduce  without  previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  Aji  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Florida  and  Macon  Railroad  Company; 

Which,  the  rules  being  waived,  was  read  the  first  and  second  tiroes 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Impro?e- 
ments,  and  75  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Fennell  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  more  permanently  locate  the  County  Site 
of  Holmes  County. 

Mr.  Galbraith  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  fatare  day  ask 
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leafe  to  in  trod  ace  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  establish  the  records 
of  St.  Lucie  County. 

The  rule  heiiiir  waived,  IMr.  Dell  was  permitted  to  introduce  with- 
out  previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Act  in- 
corporating the  Florida  Raiboad  Company; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rules  waived,  read  the  second 
time  by  its  tiile,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  improve- 
ments, and  75  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Dell  was  permitted  to  introduce  with- 
OQt  previous  notice,  a  bill  to   be  entitled  An  act  to  grant  certain 
property  to  the  City  of  Key  West ; 
Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Monroe  objected  to  reception  of  said  bill. 
The  Speaker  decided  the  objection  out  of  order,  from  which  de- 
cbion  Mr.  Jones  of  Monroe  appealed. 
The  House  sustained  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Penn  moved  that  the  rules  be  waived  and  said  bill  be  read  a 
second  time  by  its  title  ; 
•    Which  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  to-mor- 
row. 

The  rules  being  waived,  Mr.  Carter  was  permitted  to  introduce 
without  previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  regulating  the 
salaries  of  State  officers  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Carter  introduced  a  Preamble  and  Retiolutions  asking  Con- 
gress to  grant  to  the  County  of  Hillsborough  the  Military  Reserve, 
embracing  Fort  Brooke,  for  a  commercial  Railroad  Depot ; 

Which  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Penn  was  permitted  to  withdraw  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled An  act  to  improve  the  Harbor  and  Bay  of  Apalachicola^ 
which  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy  introduced  the  following  resolution  : 
Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That  our  Senators 
in  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  instructed,  and  our  Representa- 
tive be  I  equested  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  the  passage 
of  An  act  granting  to  the  several  Counties  within  the  State,  all  the 
sixteenth  sections  lying  within  their  borders,  and  the  funds  accruing 
therefrom  for  Common  School  purposes  instead  of  the  townships  as 
now  provided  by  law. 

Whicli  was   read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  A^aecond 
time  on  to-morrow. 
Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy  introduced  the  following  resolution  : 
21  H 
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Xeeclved,  That  ike  Register  give  informAtion  to  diis  Home  whsl 
provision  Congress  iias  made  in  cases  where  sixteendi  sections  are 
on  grants  or  valueless,  and  if  anj  means  have  been  taken  to  seeme 
the  benefit  of  such  provision. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  Raster  of  State  Lands  be  notified  thereofl 

Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy  introdaced  the  following  resolution: 

Be  U  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Florida  in  General  Assemby  convened,  That  our  Senators 
be  instracted,  and  our  Representative  be  requested  to  urge  upon  the 
proper  department,  the  necessity  for  establishing  the  Post  route  from 
Waukennah  in  Jefferson  County,  via  Rocky  Ford,  Fort  Fanning, 
Wekiva,  Crystal  River,  Uomosassa,  to  Bayport  in  Hernando  County, 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  made  the  follow* 
log  report,  which  was  received  and  read : 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  memorialof  the  Grand  Jury  of  Escambia  County,  beg  leaie 
to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  are  of  opin- 
ion that  to  allow  Captains  of  vessels  and  other  transient  persons  to 
sell  their  commodities  at  the  wharfs  without  paying  a  tax  for  the  priv- 
ilege, enables  them  greatly  to  undersell  the  regular  trader,  and  ma- 
terially interferes  with  his  business.  We  therefore  recommend  the 
passage  of  a  law  to  prevent  such  titensient  persons  from  seUiog  their 
commodities  without  first  obtaining  a  license. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted^ 

J.  P.  PENN, 
Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  sondry  hiHf 
relating  to  the  license  on  retailers, 

REPORT: 

That  they  believe  the  present  tax  conflicts  with  the  Constitatios 
of  this  State.  This  declares  that  the  taxes  shall  be  equal  and  nm- 
form,  and  the  inequality  of  the  present  tax  on  retailers,  as  compared 
with  the  taxes  on  other  citizens,  is  too  apparent  to  need  eluctdatioo. 
If  the  calling  or  pursuit  of  retailer  is  the  exercise  of  a  right  in  itself, 
or  if  the  Legislature  make  it  a  lawful  business,  it  cannot  be  taxed 
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more  than  other  pursuitii  without  violating  what  jour  Committee  be- 
here  to  be  a  plain  provision  of  (he  Constitution. 

But  if  the  exercise  of  the  calling  is  not  the  exercise  of  a  right,  or 
if  it  is  made  unlawful,  it  may  be  restricted  by  penal  enactments — not 
by  taxation.  The  principle  of  taxation  is  violated  when  it  is  attemp- 
ted  to  make  such  an  application  of  it.  Your  Committee  would  there- 
fore recommend  such  a  change  in  the  license  laws  as  will  prevent 
the  conflict  with  the  Constitution,  and  correct  this  anomaly  in  the 
system  of  taxation.  As  they  have  examined  the  question  in  its  re- 
lation to  Finance  only,  they  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  the 
measures  to  control  the  business  of  retailing,  but  merely  report 
against  the  policy  and  propriety  of  raising  a  revenue  from  this 
source. 

The  bills  are  reported  back  herewith  without  amendment 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  PARSONS, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying  Bills  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  Committee  on  State  Lands  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  State  Lands  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
bill :  "  A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
Swamp  and  Internal  Improvement  Lands  from  the  United  States," 
and  recommend  its  passage. 

It  is  well  known  to  most  of  the  Committee  that  there  are  a  large 
number  of  persons  who  have  entered  land  from  the  United  States, 
and  as  yet  have  not  their  titles  confirmed  owing  to  the  State's  loca- 
tion of  the  same  lands,  and  have  caused  the  necessity  for  a  law  for 
their  relief,  and  as  the  State  can  in  no  event  lose,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
the  innocent  purchasers  may  be  saved  all  the  trouble  they  can  by 
the  passage  of  this  or  a  similar  act. 

JAMES  F.  THOMPSON, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying  bill  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  to-morrow. 

1  he  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  Committee  of  the  House  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  Governor  as  relates  to 
State  Internal  Improvements,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration 
and  aak  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  your  Committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  offer  aigument  in 
support  of  the  **  system  of  Internal  Improvemaits  for  the  State,"  re- 
eommended  by  his  Excellency  the  Goremor.  It  is  ably  sostained, 
and  its  advantages  and  benefits  clearly  illustrated,  in  the  arguments 
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and  illustrations  accoinpanjiiig  tlie  rccorameudatiou — ^in  all  of  wliielt 
the  Committee  fully  concur.  At  an  early  day  of  the  session,  by  spe- 
cial invitation,  your  Committee,  jointl}^  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Senate,  met  in  conferoiice  \vith  the  Boai-d  of  Intonial  Improvement 
of  the  State,  and  were  mucli  gratified  to  know  that  the  Board  was 
in  perfect  harmony  with  his  Excellency  the  (lovenior  in  the  system 
proposed. 

The  familiarity  of  the  Board  with  the  siihjeot  of  State  Internal  Im- 
provements, then  under  consideration,  and  the  confidence  in  the  judg- 
ment and  abihties  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it,  induced  your  Com- 
mittee, jointly  with  the  Senate  Committee,  to  address  a  written  re- 
quest to  tlie  Board  to  prepare  a  bill,  conforming  to  the  general  sys- 
tem proposed  by  his  Excellency,  for  the  consideration  of  the  present 
General  Assembly.  The  Board  kindly  yielded  to  the  request,  and 
have  prepared  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  and  en- 
cotirage  a  liberal  system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State,'' 
which  was  submitted  to  liis  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  by  him 
transmitted  to  both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly.  Your  Com- 
mittee fully  concur  in  the  provisions  of  the  said  bUl,  and  eamesdy 
recommend  its  passage. 

An  able  and  interesting  report  from  the  Board  of  Internal  Improve- 
ments of  the  State  accompanied  the  transmission  of  the  bill  to  the 
General  Assembly,  which  clearly  illustrates  the  benefits  and  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  the  system  proposed,  and  furnishes  much 
valuable  data  on  Internal  Improvements  and  the  interests  of  the 
State,  which  your  Committee  recommend  to  be  liberally  printed  and 
distributed  at  home  and  abroad. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  CARTER,  CJiairman. 

Which  was  received  and  read. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  Report: 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the  following 
bills  and  Report  the  same  as  correctly  Enrolled: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Town  of  Quincy; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  permanently  locate  the  County  Site 
of  Hernando  County ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Volusia. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  BAISDEN, 
Chairman. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Comptroller  was  read  : 

Comptroller's  Office,         ) 
Tallahassee,  December  26,  185-1.   ) 
To  Hon.  W.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  House  of  RcpresentMivcs  : 

Sir  : — ^Agreeable  to  the  requirements  of  a  Resolution  adopted  on 
the  22d   mstant,   by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Comptroller 
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furnishes  the  following  estimate  of  the  probable  expenses  of  iJio  Slate 
during  the  next  Fiscal  Year,  viz : 

For  pay  of  Members  and  Officers,  Printing  and  Con- 
tingent Expenses  of  Gonerul  Asseniblv, $21,000  00 

"    Salaries  of  Public  Officers, .' 20,500  00 

"    Contingent  Expenses  of  State  Government, 5,000  00 

"    Criminal  Prosecutions  and  Contingent  Expenses 

of  Circuit  Courts, 12,000  00 

«    Jurors  and  Witnesses, 10,000  00 

"    Residence  of  Governor, 500  00 

"    Rent  of  Amory, 250  00 

"    Expense  of  Printing  Laws, (500  00 

•*    Contingent  Expenses  of  Supreme  Court, 1,800  00 

"    Interest  on  I^Ioney  borrowed, 2,080  00 

"    Expenses  on  Lands  bought  in, 400  00 

"          "          of  taking  Census, 4,000  00 

"          "          "    Adjourned  Session  of  General  As- 
sembly,   10,000  00 

888,130  00 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  T.  ARCHER,  Comptroller. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor: 

Executive   Chamber, 
Tallahassee,  December  22,  1854. 
Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives : 

SiH : — I  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  Acts  : 

An  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Algernon  S.  Speer  and 
Arthur  Ginn ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Christie  and  Theophilus  Higgin- 
botham ; 

An  act  to  authorize  James  M.  Cockroffto  erect  a  Toll  Bridge  a- 
eross  East  River  in  the  County  of  Walton  at  or  near  CockrofTs  P'er- 
ry  on  said  River ; 

An  act  to  empower  Malcolm  Nicholson  to  assume  the  manage- 
ment of  his  own  estate  ; 

An  act  to  authorize  B.  T.  Jordan  to  build  a  Bridge  across  the  Su. 
wanneo  River,  and  for  other  purposes  ; 

An  act  to  amend  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors  and 
State  Witnesses,  approved  January  8th,  1848. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

The  followihg  messnge  from  the  Senate  was  read  : 
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SeNATB   CflAMBn,) 

December  27th,  1854.     S 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

.  House  of  Representatives  : 

Sib  : — ^The  Senate  has  passed  the  fo]Iowiug  Bills  and  Resola- 
tions,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  Incorporate  the  Lagoon  and  Per- 
<lido  Canal  Company  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  Institution  of  aoits 
i>efbre  Justices  of  the  Poace  in  Santa  Rosa  County  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  the  right  of  appeal  from  the 
Judges  and  orders  of  the  fioai'd  of  County  Commissioners  to  the 
Circuit  Court; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  State  Engineer 
and  Geologist ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  making  additional  appropriations 
to  defray  the  eicpenses  of  Criminal  Prosecutions,  and  for  ^e  pay- 
ment of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses  loV  tlie  fiscal  years  1853  and 
1854; 

House  resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  turn  over  sixty  mus- 
kets and  accoutrements  to  the  Florida  Independent  Blues,  and  oth- 
ers ; 

House  resolutions  asking  that  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  Entry, 
^*ith  the  following  amendments : 

Strike  out  of  the  first  Resolution  in  the  last  line  the  words  "  a 
Port  of  Entry,"  and  substitute  in  lieu  thereof  "  a  Port  of  Collection 
and  Inspection ;"  also,  amend  the  title  of  the  Resolutions,  so  they 
shall  read  Resolutions  asking  that  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  Collec- 
tion and  Inspection ; 

In  which  amendments  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Repreeen- 
atives  is  respectfully  requested. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 

Ordered  that  the  House  Bill  and  Resolutions  which  had  passed 
the  Senate  without  amendment  be  enrolled,  and  that  the  Senate  bills 
and  amended  House  Resolution  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
Day. 

The  following  bills  and  resolutions  which  had  passed  the  Hottsa 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  hold  the  Courts  of  Orange  County 
at  Mellonville ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  abduction  and  escape 
of  Slaves  from  this  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  periods  now  fixed  by 
law  for  the  payment  of  Taxes  and  for  the  settlements  of  Tax  CoUec- 
4ors; 
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A  bill  to  t>e  entitled  An  act  to  admit  Anderson  J.  Peeler  to  prac* 
tiee  law  in  the  several  Courts  of  this  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  concerning  Roads 
and  Highways  in  this  State ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  Charles  H.  Long- 
worth  of  Gadsden  County,  to  manage  his  own  estate;  and 

Senate  Resolutions  in  relation  to  a  Mail  Route  from  Tallahassee 
by  the  way  of  Sopohoppy  in  Waknlla  County  to  White  BlufT  or 
Piekettsville,  at  the  mouth  of  Crooked  River  on  the  Apalachicola 
Bay. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a  liberal 
system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  Bill — Mr.  Galbraith  in  the 
Chair. 

AfW  some  time  spent  in  consideration  of  said  Bill,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  its  Chairman  reported  progreeSy  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again; 

Which  report  was  received,  and  leave  granted. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  incorporating  the 
city  of  St.  Augustine,  approved  4th  February,  1838,  with  the  Senate 
amendments  thereto ; 

Came  up  in  order,  and  was  postponed  until  Saturday  next 

A  Resolution  making  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  out 
the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  East  and  Yellow  Rivers  and 
Four  Mile  CredL,  in  Walton  County ; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading,  and  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  name  and  establish  the 
County  Site  of  St  Lucie  County ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Dell,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones 
of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Tliompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZantand  WaU 

Nays — ^None. 

So  the  Bill  passed— title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  incorporate  Leon  Lodge  Na  5«. 
LO.O.R; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading,  sad  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next 
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A  Bill  to  l>e  eiititleil  An  Act  to  amend  tlie  Fodrteontfa  Artide  of 
the  Constitution  on  amendments  and  Revision  of  the  Constitution ; 

Ciiino  up  on  its  third  reading,  and  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  Criminals  Prosecutions,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Came  up  on  its  tliird  reading,  and  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  to  grant  pre-emptions  on  School 
Lands; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  waived,  and  said  Bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  State  Lands. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An 
Act  to  incorporate  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator  Plank  Road  Com- 
pany; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  rules  wei-e  waived,  and  said  Bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding 
Circuit  Court  of  Calhoun  County ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Cliaires, 
Dell,  Fennell.  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones, 
of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  ITiorapson 
of  Levy,  ITiompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — ^21. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Bill  passed — tide  as  stated. 

Ordered  tiiat  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which  was  ordered. 

Upon  calling  tlie  roll,  the  following  members  answered  to  their 
names,  viz : 

Mr.  Speaker^  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Dell,  FenneB,  Gal- 
braith, Haddock,  Harris,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Lang- 
ford,  Parsons,  Porter,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Hiompson 
of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall— 20. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  names  of  the  absentees 
were  called,  but  none  answered. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  instructed  to  cause  the  appearance  of 
the  absent  members. 

A  quorum  appearing,  the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  Ae  appointment  of  In- 
spectors of  Tar  and  Turpendne  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  thmi  tune  on 
to-morrow. 
A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amead  an  Act  approved  Novcm- 
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ber  21, 1828,  providing  for  tlie  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Lumber 
in  the  various  Counties  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Samuel  D.  Howse, 
of  Marion  County,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  estate ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the 
Navigation  of  the  Suwannee  River ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  alter  the  provisions  of  the  grant 
of  Land  for  establishing  two  Seminaries  of  Learning  in  this  State; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  Resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table ; 

Which  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  tHrd  time  on  to- 
morrow. 

The  following  Bills,  which  had  passed  both  houses,  and  had  been 
duly  enrolled  and  signed,  were  transmitted  for  approval  to  his  Ex- 
cellency thft  Governor,  viz  : 

An  Act  to  authorize  William  A.  Gainer  to  build  a  Toll  Bridge 
across  Bear  Creek ; 

An  Act  to  authorize  Oliver  H.  Heam  to  build  a  Toll  Bridge  across 
the  Ocilla  River ; 

An  Act  to  organize  the  County  of  Volusia ; 

An  Act  to  permanendy  locate  the  County  Site  of  Hernando  Coun 
ty ;  and 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Town  of  Quincy. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitied  An  Act  to  prevent  white  persons  from 
gaming  with  negroes,  or  other  persons  of  color ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Penn  moved  that  the  rules  be  waived  to  permit  said  bill  to 
be  read  a  third  time ; 

Which  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee; 

Which  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitied  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitied  an  act 
to  permanently  fix  the  Election  Precincts  in  the  County  of  Colum- 
bia, and  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  named,  approved  January  8, 
1853; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  thud  time  on 
to-morrow. 

22  n 
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Senate  Resolutions  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  StJotna 
Bar,  and  the  preservation  of  the  Site  of  St  Johns  Light  House  ; 

Were  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Friar ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Harris^ 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Langford,  Neel,  Speer  and  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosa— 10. 

Na^'s — Messrs.  Baisden,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Dell,  Dummett, 
Haddock,  Parsons,  Penn,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Thompson  of 
Levy,  VanZant  and  Wall — 1&. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
raise  a  Revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida,  and  defining  the  duties  of 
the  Collectors  and  Assessors  thereof,  approved  July  24,  1845 ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs-  Carter,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Jones  of 
Monroe,  Parsons,  Penn,  Porter  and  Shine — 0. 

Nays — ^fessrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Dell,  Fennell, 
Haddock,  Harris,  Jones  of  Nassau,.  Langford,  Prescott,  Rowley, 
Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Tfiompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall — 16, 

So  the  bill  was  lost^^ 

On  motion,  the  House  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  its  session,  a  quorum  present. 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  the  House,  were  trausmitted 
to  the  Senate,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  name  and  establish  the 
County  Site  of  St.  Lucie  County  ;  and 

Senate  bill  to  be  entided  An  act  to  change  the  time  of  faolding 
Circuit  Court  of  Calhoun  County. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Lan- 
drum,  Solicitor  of  the  Western  Circuit  of  the  State  of  Florida ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prop- 
ositions and  Grievances. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  adopt  an  equal  and  uniform  mode 
of  Taxation  throughout  the  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion,  postponed  until  Satar- 
day  next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  concerning  the  retailing  of  Spiriluoar 
Liquors ; 
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Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
-to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  (o  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  (he  several  Acts  concerning  Licenses  to  retail  Spirituous  Li- 
•quors; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incoporate  the  Lagoon  and 
Perdido  Canal  Company ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  institution  of 
suits  before  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Sant'i  Rosa  County; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  the  right  of  appeal  from 
the  Judges  and  orders  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  to  the 
Circuit  Court; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  abolish  the  officer  of  State 
Engineer  and  Geologist  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to- morrow. 

Resolution  asking  that  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  Entry,  with  the 
Senate  amendm^Mit  thereto,  came  up  in  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter,  said  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered  that  the  Resolution  as  amended  be  cnndled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  the  House  reconsidered  the  vote  rejecting 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  net  entitled  An  act  to  raise 
a  revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida  and  defining  the  duties  of  the  Col- 
lectors and  Asstssnrs  tlierrol*,  approved  July  24th,  1845. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  the  House  reconsidered  the  vote  ordering 
said  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parsons,  said  bill  was  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee consisting  of  Messrs.  Parsons,  Shine  and  Galbraith. 

The  rules  being  waived,  Mr.  Carter  gave  notice  that  he  would  on 
some  future  day  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to 
authorize  the  Supreme  Court  to  appoint  a  Clerk. 

On  motion,  the  House  «idjourned  until  to-njorrow,  10  oVlocl;, 
A.M. 


THURSDAY,  December  28,  1854. 

Tlio  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
7'hc  Rev.  Mr.  Ty dings  offi'iated  as  Chaplain. 
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A  qnornm  bemg  present,  on  inotioD,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of 
jesten<ay  whb  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Neel  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  fntore  day  ask  leave 
to  introdace  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  authorizing  Elijah  Johnson 
&  Co.,  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River  at  Hair's 
Landing  in  Jackson  County. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  Mr.  Speer  was  excused  from  attendaDte 
at  the  present  session  after  Saturday  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hollaman,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Dismukes  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Galbraith  presented  the  petition  of  Otis  Fairbanks,  asking 
compensation  for  labor  bestowed  in  getting  out  stone  with  a  view  of 
building  steps  for  the  Capitol ; 

Which  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  CooitLittee  on  Propor- 
tions and  Gtievances. 

Mr.  Rowley  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of  Escam- 
1>ia  Connty,  asking  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  said  County  be  au- 
thorized to  hold  terms  of  Court  at  Warrington,  and  that  his  jurb- 
diction  be  enlarged  ; 

Which  was  read,  and  lakl  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Prescott  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Duval 
County,  asking  a  repeal  or  modification  of  the  tax  upon  foreign 
Bank  Agencies ; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
Public  Accounts. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Sbnate  Chambrr, 

December  28, 1854.1 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  RepresenUaives  : 

Sir  : — ''^Tlie  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  House  amendments  to 
Senate  hill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port 
of  Key  West 

The  Senate  has  refused  to  concur  in  one  of  the  House  amend- 
ments to  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  slaves  and 
free  persons  of  color,  viz: 

Strike  out  the  words  '*  ten  dollars"  in  the  26th  line  of  the  second 
section,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  **•  one  hundred  dollars  ond  thirty 
day's  imprisonment,  or  thirty-nine  stripes  on  their  bare  back ;"  and 
has  concurred  in  the  other  amendment  proposed; 

The  Senate  has  refused  to  concur  in  the  House  amendments  to 
Senate  bill  entitled  An  act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  certain 
cases  ; 

And  has  also  refused  to  concur  in  one  of  the  House  amendments 
to  Senate  bill  to  consolidate  the  office  of  SherifTand  Tax  Assessor 
and  Collector  in  Jackson  County,  viz:  **  Strike  out  section  4/'  and 
bos  concurred  in  the  HoUse  amendment  to  the  title  of  said  bill 
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The  following  bills  nnJ  resolutions  have  passed  the  Senate,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  performance  of  the  du- 
ties of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  and  to  change  the  times  and 
places  for  holding  the  terms  thereof; 

A  bill  to  be  entith'd  An  act  explanatory  of  the  several  acts  in  re- 
lation to  the  migration  of  negroes  or  free  persons  of  color  into  Key 
West; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  the  County  Commission- 
ers of  Wakulla  County  to  levy  a  lax  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
Court  House  in  said  County ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  net  extending  the  time  authorizing 
George  H.  Tresper  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River 
at  Clay  Landing,  and  for  other  purposes,  without  amendment ; 

House  resolution  asking  Congress  to  declare  Indian  River  a  Port 
of  Delivery,  without  amendment; 

House  resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  compensate  James 
D.  Westcott  for  semces  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,  without  amendment ; 

House  resolution  requesting  an  order  fron)  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  the  Indian  Agent  in  Florida  for  the  delivery  of  a  negro  man  be- 
longing to  B.  M.  Dell  of  Florida,  \^ithout  aujendment; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Sapp  of 
Madison  County,  without  amendment;  and 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port 
of  Bajport 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  Ihe  Senate, 

Ordered  that  the  House  bills  and  resolutions  be  enrolled,  and  the 
Senate  bills  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Dell  introduced  a  resolution  relative  to  copying  the  laws  of 
the  present  session ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Dell  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened^  That  tioth  Houses  of  this 
General  Assembly  adjourn  on  Thursday  the  10th  day  of  January, 
1855,  to  meet  again  on  the  first  Monday  in  Novemb'^r,  1855; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to  morrow* 

The  Commiitee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report : 

Tlie  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the  following 
bilU  and  find  the  same  correctly  Enrolled: 

Resolutions  authorizing  the  Governor  to  turn  over  sixty  muskets 
and   accoutrements  to  the  Florida  Independent  Blues  and  others ; 

A  BiU  to  be  entitled  An   act  making  additional  appropriations  to 
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d€?fi  ay  the  expenses  of  Criminal  Prosectrtlcms,  and  for  the   payment 
of  Jurors  and  Stnto  Witnesses,  for  the  fiscal  years  1858  and  1864; 
Resoltitions  asking  that  Tampa  be  made  n  Port  of  Collection  and 
Inspection. 

Respectfolly  submitted. 

J.  T.  BAISDEN, 

Chairman. 
The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  to  extend  political  equality  to  Ignatio  Phalez  and  otliers,  made 
the  following  Report : 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  **  n  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  to  extend  political  equ.-dity  to  Ignatio  Phalez  and  others," 
have  had  the  same  under  con^ideration,  and  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  the  Preamble  to  the  Bill  sets  foith  the  fact  tliat  the  persois 
to  whom  this  bill  proposes  to  extend  the  rights  of  political  equnlitj 
are  natives  of  Florida,  born  «)f  White  and  Indian  blood,  and  are  con- 
sidered well  worthy  to  bei'ome  citizens  of  this  State.  The  Consti- 
tution of  the  State  provides  that  "free  white  peisons"  only,  shall  be 
admitted  to  ciiizeuship,  and  the  question  arises,  would  an  act  extend- 
ing political  equality  to  the  persons  named  in  the  bill,  be  constitu- 
iional  ?  Your  Conmiittee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  in  the  above  provision,  merely  had  in  view  the  rxcla 
sion  of  neg'oes  and  persons  of  AlVican  blood  from  all  political  rights; 
for  which  exclusion  the  reason  is  obvious.  There  is  no  reason,  how- 
ever, why  persons  who  have  Indian  blood  in  their  veins  should,  for 
that  cause  be  forever  excluded  from  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  and 
we  do  not  think  that  that  can  be  the  design  of  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision. As  to  who  are  or  who  are  not  **  white  persons,"  within  the 
technical  meaning  of  the  term,  your  committee  cannot  at  present  dis- 
tcuss.  It  is  a  scientific  question,  the  discussicm  of  which  would  require 
TOore  space  and  time  than  would  be  proper  in  this  place. 

As  to  the  policy  of  the  act,  your  Connnitteeareof  the  opinion  thai 
it  is  justand  repub'ican.  Several  of  the  States  in  the  Union  have 
admitted  persons  of  Indian  blood  to  the  rights  of  citizenship.  The 
whole  genius  and  spirit  of  our  government  is  in  accordance  ^ith 
the  principle  that  all  free  men  should  have  a  voire  ifi  selecting  their 
xulers,.and>menns  to  prot«*ct  themselves  politically,  when  it  doeft  not 
•clearly  endanger  the  lights  and  interests  of  the  majority.  Taxation 
without  representation  is  unjust,  and  nothing  but  necessity  can  justi- 
fy it.  It  is  not  good  policy  to  have  in  the  State  people  worthy  to 
S)ecome  citizens,  who  have  no  interest  in  the  government,  but  look 
■Upon  it  as  a  proscribing,  inconsistent  tyranny.  Soujc  of  the  bright- 
leat.intellects.tliat  uur  counti;y  hasj)roduced  lave  been  those  desceiiddl 
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fiFOfm  White  and  Indian  blood.    Your  coimmttee  reporl  Ae  biU  ba«il 
to  the  House  and  recommend  that  it  do  pass. 

J.  B.  GALBRAITH, 
JNO.   PARSONS. 
Which  was  received,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
Day. 

Mr.  Rowley,  from  the  same  Committee,  made  the  following  mi- 
Boitty  Rt^purt: 

The  undersigned,  one  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  n 
b8l  entitled  An  Act  to  extend  political  equality  to  Ignatio  Phalez  and 
others,  begs  leave  to  make  the  following 

MINORITY  REPORT; 

1st  Upon  the  ground  of  its  unconstitutionality.  Article  Third  of 
Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  Florida  reads  thus :  "  Every 
free  white  male  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  up- 
wards," 6lc.,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  rights  of  citizensliip.  Article 
Fourth  of  the  Constitution,  Section  Fourth,  reads :  "  No  person  shall 
he  a  Representative,  unless  he  be  a  white  man,"  &c.  Section  Fifth  of 
the  same  Article  reads :  "  No  man  shall  be  a  Senator,  unless  he  be  a 
white  man,"  dtc.  Now,  the  question  arises,  what  is  a  whfte  man  ? 
Is  a  mixed  blood  of  any  description  white,  be  it  a  cross  of  African  or 
Indian  ?  This  is  the  question  to  be  decided.  It  is  a  delicate  one 
for  the  members  of  this  House  to  say  a  half  breed  of  any  kind  or 
quality,  be  it  a  Griffe,  Mulatto,  Quadroon  or  an  Indian  cross,  is 
whi-e.  It  is  true  that  there  may  be  a  great  difference  of  opinion  up- 
on the  subject,  but  I  ask  the  members  of  this  House  to  pause  and 
consider  one  moment  before  they  open  the  flood-gate  wide  to  this 
innovation  upon  the  Constitution.  If  it  is  done  in  this  instance,  why 
not  in  others?  And  the  next  bill  that  will  be  introduced  will  be  an 
appeal  to  the  "  higher  law  doctrine."  For  my  part,  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  used  the  word  "  white" 
to  exclude  all  mixed  blood  from  the  rights  of  franchise. 

2d.  This  body  has  no  right  or  authority  to  naturalize  or  to  extend 
the  rights  of  political  equality  to  any  person,  under  the  provisions  of 
our  Constitution.  Congress  alone  has  the  right  to  frame  all  laws  of 
naturalization,  and  under  those  laws  foreigners  are  admitted  to  the 
rights  of  citizensliip.  Now,  where  is  the  clause  in  the  Constitution 
allowing  iliis  body  to  virtually  naturalize  a  half  breed  born  in  this 
State,  or  in  any  other  ?  It  is  not  denied  but  what  Congress  has  ad- 
mitted the  citizens  of  those  Territories  which  have  been  lately  ac- 
quired to  the  right  of  franchise,  but  when  those  Territories  are  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  they  frame  a  Constitution  which  designates  those 
who  shall  have  such  rights.  Even  under  our  Territorial  laws  the 
word  "  white"  was  used :  see  Chapter  675,  Section  19  of  the  Terri- 
torial Laws  of  Florida,  which  reads  thus :  "  Tliat  all  white  inhabit- 
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ants,  citizens  of  the  United  States/'  d^;.,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  r%fats 
of  citizenship. 

3d.  It  has  been  urged  as  a  pretext  for  the  passage  of  this  B31,  diat 
the  respectable  citizens  of  Hillsborough  have  admitted  these  half  breeds 
to  a  scale  of  social  equality.  This  is  the  only  plea  that  is  ui^ged  for 
its  passage.  What  an  idea !  If  the  citizens  of  Hillsborough  see 
proper  to  admit  a  Quadroon  to  those  privileges — and  I  presome  there 
can  be  pointed  out  many  of  that  class  who  have  good  educations 
and  have  sprung  from  the  best  white  blood  in  the  State — b  it  to  fol- 
low, as  a  matter  of  course,  that  this  body  ^all  enact  laws  whereby 
they  are  placed  upon  terms  of  political  equality  with  white  men  cf 
the  State? 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LYMAN  W.  ROWLEY, 
One  of  the  Coaumttee,  dee. 

Which  was  received. 

The  following  report  was  received : 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  from  no* 
merous  citizens  of  Duval  County,  have  had  the  same  under  eonsid- 
eration,  and  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  said  petkionert  be 
heard,  and  the  passage  of  the  aecunipanying  bill. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  C.  PRESCOTT, 
J.  T.  BAISDEN, 
ELIJAH   WALL. 

Which  was  rend,  and  the  accompanying  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act 
to  organize  the  County  of  Haynes; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  oo 
to-morrow. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  read  : 

The  Seleet  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  in  refereooe  to 
the  sale  of  lands  for  taxes, 

REPORT: 

That  th^y  recommend  that  the  bill  be  passed  with  the  folio wlog 
amendment : 

Add  to  the  second  section  the  following,  '*  provided  that  mioort 
or  others  under  legal  disability,  residing  within  the  State,  shall  not 
lose  the  remedy  of  redemption,  now  provided  by  law,  through  the 
neglect  of  their  Guardians,  or  from  the  want  of  sach  Guardians.^ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J>0.  PARSONS, 
J.  B.  GALBRAITH, 
R.  A.  SHINE. 
Ordered  that  the  accompanying  bill  bo  placed  among  the  Ordei* 
of  the  Da^. 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  non-residents  of  tbis  State 
front  hunting  or  killing  any  deer  or  other  game,  Mrithin  the  limits  of 
this  State,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
insisting  of  Messrs.  Carter,  Shine  and   Rowley. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Manatee ; 
*  Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to* 
morrow. 

'  A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  cede  certain  property  to  the  City 
of  Key  West ; 

-  Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Mon- 
roe, said  bHl  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  the  Com- 
mittee aothoriied  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  regulating  the  salaries  of  State  Offi- 
cers; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Dell,  Carter,  Shine,  Penn  and  Haddock. 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the  Coun- 
ty of  Hillsborouffh  the  Military  Reserve,  embracing  Fort  Brooke, 
for  a  Commercial  Railroad  Depot; 

Were  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

Resolution  in  rcJation  to  Mail  Routes  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived  read  a  third  time  and 
put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Har- 
ris, Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Neel,  Parsons, 
Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of 
LevT,  VanZant  and  Wall— 2a 

Nays— None. 

So  the  Resotutton  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the  several  Counties  the 
sixteenth  Sections  lying  within  their  limits  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  Swamp 
and  Internal  Improvement  Lands  from  the  United  States ; 

Was  read  the  second  iime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a  liberal 
system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State ; 

Came  up  in  order,  and  on  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
23  H 
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Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  farther  consideration  of  said  ISl, 
Mr.  Galbraith  in  the  Chair ; 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  bj  its  Chairman,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Which  report  was  received,  and  leave  granted. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  placed  first  among  the  Orders  of  the  Daj 
for  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  aetata  provide  for  the  appoiotntent  of  In- 
spectors of  Tar  and  Turpentine  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  ttpoo  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Carter,  Cbaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Galbraith,  Harris,  HoUaman,  Langford,  Panoos,  Pope, 
Porter,  Rowley,  Shine  and  Taylor — 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Dell,  Fenoell,  Haddock, 
Neel,  Prescott,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Lievy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa 
and  Wall— 12. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  SaoMiel  D.  Howse  te 
assume  the  managoment  of  his  own  estate; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  t*  the  Judkiary  Commit. 
mittee. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  remove  the  obetructiona  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Suwannee  River; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In^ 
temal  Improvements. 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  alter  the  provisions  to  the  grant  of 
land  for  establishing  two  Seminaries  of  Leanimgin  this  State; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading,  and  was  postpooed  antil  Monday 
next. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  White  persons  from 
gaming  w  ith  Negroes  or  other  persons  of  Color ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was ; 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires^ 
Christie,  Dell,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  H add ock,<  Harris,  Hollaman,  Jones 
of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott, Rowley,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant 
and  Wall— 26. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act 
to  permanently  fix  the  election  preoinots  in  the  County  of  ColomlM 
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and  to  repeal  certain  Acts  therein  named,  approved  January  8, 
1853; 

Was  read  ihe  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — iVfessrs.  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Dell, 
Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock.  Harris,  HoUaman,  Jones  of  Monroe, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Porter,  Prescott,  Speer, 
Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and 
Wall— 24. 

Nays — None, 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  Resolutions  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  St.  Johns 
Bar,  and  the  preservation  of  the  Site  of  the  St.  Johns  Light  House; 

Were  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  their  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  BeUamy,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter^ 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  FennrM,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Hollaman, 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley, 
Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levj,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa 
and  Wall— 25. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Resolutions  were  adopted. 

Ordered  thai  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  concerning  the  retailing  of  spirituous 
liquors ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage, 
the  vote  was  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe, 
Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Preicott,  Rowley,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall — ^21. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Chaires,  Dell,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Langford,  Porter,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  VanZant — 10. 

So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning 
licenses  to  retail  spirituous  liquors; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
▼ote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Dell,  Fennell,  Haddock, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Porter,  Prescott,  Thompson  of 
Xevy,  VanZant  and  Wall— 14. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Christie,  Coombs,  Dummett,  Gal- 
braith, Harris,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Neel,  Penn,  Pope, 
Rowley,  Shine,  Taylor  and  lliompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 15. 

So  the  bill  was  lost 
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Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  rrfatkm  to  the  mlilBiioii 
•f  saits  before  Jnstio4*»  of  tie  Pl^aee  la  Santa  Roea  Coanty; 

Was  read  the  seeotxl  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tiase  oa 
to-morrow. 

Senate  b3l  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  the  right  of  appeal 
from  the  Judges  and  orders  of  the  Board  of  Coantj  Comminaioiiert 
to  the  CircQit  Coart; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Jvdielarj  Com- 
mittee. 

Senate  bBl  to  be  entitted  An  aet  to  regolate  the  perfNvianee  of 
the  duties  of  the  Supreme  Coort  of  this  State,  and  to  ahaoge  the 
time  and  piace  for  holding  the  terms  thereof; 

Waa  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  tfie  rale  was  waived,  and  aaid  Ml 
was  read  a  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  DeB  rooTcd  that  said  biO  be  indefinitelj  postponed; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Msssia.  Row- 
ley and  DeO,  and  were  as  fc^ws : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Carter,  CooaAa^  D^,  Puiaiett, 
GiA>raith,  Harris,  HoDaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Parsoaa,  Pope,  Rea- 
cott,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Leyy,  VanZant  and  WaH — M. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  FeaaeU,  Janea 
of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Porter,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer  aad  TlKMop- 
son  of  Santa  Rosa — IS. 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  notion,  the  Hoase  took  a  recess  antil  3  o'clock,  P.  M* 


9  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  resomed  its  ses^n.    A  quomm  present. 

The  following  bills  and  resolotions  which  had  passed  both  Henscs 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  had  been  duly  elirolled  and  signed, 
were  transmitted  for  approval  to  his  Excellency  theGoiremor,viK: 

An  act  making  addiitional  appropriations  to  defray  the  ezpmsM 
of  Criminal  Prosecntions,  and  for  the  payment  of  Jarors  aad  State 
Witnesses,  for  the  fiscal  years  1653  and  1854; 

Resolntioas  asking  that  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  CoBection  sad 
Inspection  ;  and 

Retofution  aatherixingthe  Goremortotam  over  sixty  nni&ketsasd 
accoutrements  to  the  Florida  Independent  Blues,  and  others. 

Senate  UH  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  the  Cofanty  Ceai- 
missioners  of  Wakulla  County  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  pvrpose  of 
building  a  Court  House  in  said  County  ; 

Was  read  the  first  tibie  itnd  erdered  for  a  second  reacBng  ad  to- 
morrow. 
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StiuUe  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  expUnatory  of  die  several  acts 
in  relation  to  tbe  migration  of  n^roes  or  free  persons  of  eolor  ia* 
to  Key  West; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  seeond  resding  on  to- 
morrow. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  SUta 
Engineer  and  Geologist ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed,  npon 
ivhich  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Shme  and 
Dell,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Dell, 
Dammett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Johnston,  Parsons,  Pope,  Pros* 
Qott,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZant  and  Wall— 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Hoi- 
lanoan,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Ned,  Rowley,  Shine,  and  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa^ll. 

80  the  Bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Ofdered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  extend  Political  Equality  to  |gna- 
tio  Phalez  and  others ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tiose  on 
to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to 
ittise  a  Revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida,  and  defining  the  duties  of  the 
Collectors  and  Assessors  thereof,  approved  July  24, 1845; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  amendment  recommended  by  the  Committee  to 
whom  said  Bill  was  referred,  was  concurred  in,  and  the  Bill  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  in  relation  to  Slaves  and  Free 
P^vons  of  Color,  with  the  House  amendment  thereto,  in  which  tiie 
Senate  had  refused  to  concur ; 

Was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy  moved  that  the  bill  and  amendments  be 
indefinitely  postponed,  upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  and 
were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaks,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Hollaman,  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  qf  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and 
WaU— 24. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Baisden,  Chaires,  Dummett,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones 
of  Nassau  and  Pope — 1. 

So  tiie  bill  and  amendment  were  indefinitely  postponed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  consolidate  the  office  of  Sherifl*and  Tax  Assessor 
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and  Collector  of  Jackson  Coanty,  with  the  House  amendment  there- 
to, in  which  tfie  Senate  had  refnsed  to  concur,  came  up  in  order. 

The  House  refused  to  recede  from  said  amendment,  and  on  mo- 
tion, Messrs.  Galbraith,  Neel  and  Parsons  were  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  ^e  House  to  confer  with  a  similar  Conmiittee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  said  bill  and  amendment 

CMered  that  ^e  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entided,  An  Act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in 
certain  cases,  with  tiie  House  amendment  thereto,  in  which  the 
Senate  had  refused  to  concur ; 

Came  up  in  order. 

The  House  refused  to  recede  from  said  amendment 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Pope,  Dell  and  Fennell  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  confer  with  a  similar  Committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  said  Bill  and  amendment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  the  House  reconsidered  the  vote  ordering 
a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to'  {Ht^vide  for  and  encourage  a  Hberal 
system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State,  to  be  placed  among 
the  Orders  of  the  Day  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  further  consideration  of  said  Bill,  Mr.  Galbraitii  m  the 
Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee  rose 
and  by  its  Chairman  reported  the  Bill  back  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  asked  to  be  discharged ; 

Which  report  was  received,  and  the  amendments  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  to  amend  the  Bill  by  striking  out  the  word 
**  Tampa"  wherever  it  occurs  in  said  Bill,  and  inserting  the  woid 
*'  Hillsborough"  in  lieu  thereof; 

Which  amendment  wus  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tle^i^ley  moved  to  amend  tiie  Bill  by  striking  out  the  words 
*•*  Pensacoki  Bay**  wherever  they  occur  in  said  Bill,  and  inserting  the 
words  "  City  of  Pensacola"  in  heu  thereof; 

Which  amendment  was  not  agreed  -to. 

The  Bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Dummett  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  tonmorrow 
morning,  10  o'clock ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  the  use  of  the  Representative  Hall  was  granted  to  Ml 
Sweeny  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  Oonoert  to-oi^t 

vOn  motion  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
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FRIDAY,  December  29,  1854 

The  Hduse  met  parsoant  to  adjoarnmeDt. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tjdings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  qaorum  being  present,  on  motion  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  which  had  pastfed  the  Hoaae 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  viz  : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  In* 
specters  of  Tar  and  Turpentine  in  this  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  concerning  the  retaillog  of  Spiritnons 
Liquors; 

Resolution  in  relation  to  Mail  Route ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  White  persons  from 
gaming  with  Negroes  or  other  persons  of  Color ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  t6  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act 
to  permanently  fix  the  election  precincts  in  the  County  of  Columbia, 
and  to  reoeal  certain  Acts  therein  naraed^  approved  Jannary  8, 
1853;  and 

Senate  resolution  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  St.  John's  Bar, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  Site  of  St  John's  Light  House; 

Mr.  Galbraith  presented  the  petition  of  A.  A.  Ftsbef^  adminlstra- 
tor,  and  Elizabeth  Leviniis,  asking  the  j>a88age  of  a  bill  for  their  re- 
lief; 

Which  was  read  andreferred  to  a  Select  Committee  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Galbraith,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  Fennell. 

Pursuant  to  prevent  notice,  Mr.  Pope  introduced  a  bill  to  be  enti* 
tied  An  act  in  relation  to  the  selection  of  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rate  ^ived,  read  tlie  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  75  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Pnranant  to  previous  neticci  Mr.  TboQi|MiOfi  of  Santa  Rosa  iatro* 
duced  the  following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Laws  now  in  force  in 
this  State  relating  to  Drvorces,  approved  by  the  Grovemor,  Jantmry 
8th,  1853,  and  to  revive  the  Laws  as  they  stood  before ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authoriM  Benjamin  Marshell  to 
charge  Wharfage  In  the  Town  of  Milton  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  securing  Hens  to  Me- 
chanics, Otrerseers,  and  others ; 

Which  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  secoud 
thne  on  to*nM>rfow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Bowers  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  prevent  planting  without  a  fence  in  Walton 
County ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 
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The  following  message  was  received  Crom  iiis  Exeelleoey  ^ 
GoTernor : 

ExvcvmrB  Chaxbse,         > 
Deeember  28d,  1654.  ] 
To  the  Hon.  Wx.  F.  Rvsssll, 

Spedkeraftke  HmueofRepretaUoHves: 
Sn :— I  respectfally  sabmit  the  following  nominations  for  the  ad- 
Yice  and  consent  of  the  General  Assembly : 

For  the  Caaniy  of  Dwoal : 
Anetioneers— William  Ledwith  and  George  H.  Smith. 

For  Jaekmm  Comity : 
Anetioneers— W.  A.  Whitfield  and  Geo.  W.  TilUnghast 

ForHamOton  Caimiy: 
Auctioneer— William  T.  Purvianoe. 

For  HUUborough  County : 
Auctioneers-Madison  Post. 

For  Orange  Cotmty: 
Aactioneer— Douglas  Dummett. 

For  Si.  John's  County  : 
Auolioneer-'R.  B.  Canova. 

For  Marion  County: 
Auctioneer— E.  D.  Howse. 

For  Monroe  County : 
Auctioneer-^R.  L.  Hicks. 

JAMES  E.  BROOMB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter,  the  nomination  for  Hillsborough  Conn* 
ty  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Speer  moved  that  the  nomination  for  Orange  County  be  laid 
on  the  table ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haddock,  the  nomination  lor  Hamilton  County 
was  laid  on  the  Cable. 

On  motion»  the  nominations  for  the  Counties  of  Duval,  Jackson, 
Orange,  Si.  Johns,  Marion  and  Monroe,  were  advised  and  consea* 
led  to. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  Report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  eiamined  the  followhig 
resolutions  and  billa,  and  report  the  same  as  correctiy  enrolled : 

A  resolution  requesting  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
Indian  Affent  in  Florida,  for  the  delivery  of  a  negro  man  btlongiag 
to  B.  M.  Dell  of  Florida ; 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  declare  Indian  River  a  Port  of  De« 
livery ; 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  extending  l^e  timeaathoH^ing  George 
H.  Tresper  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River  at  Clay 
Landing,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

A  biU  to  be  entided  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Sapp  of  Madi- 
son County ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of 
Bayport; 

A  Resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  compensate  James  D. 
Westcott  for  services  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  BAISDEN, 
Chairman. 
The  following  Message  from  the  Senate  was  read  : 

Senate  Chambeb,  Dec.  29,  1854. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives  : 
Sir  : — The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  Bill,  viz : 
House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  hold  the  Courts  of  Orange 
County  at  MellonviUe  without  amendment. 

Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  tlie  Senate. 
Ordered  that  the  bill  be  enrolled. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a  liber- 
al system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  tliis  State  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  by  its  title. 

The  rule  being  waived  to  permit  Mr.  Russell  to  offer  an  amend- 
ncient  to  the  bill,  Mr.  Russell  moved  to  amend  the  17th  section  by 
striking  out  all  between  the  word  "  each"  in  the  8th  line,  and  the 
word  "and"  in  the  10th  lino,  and  by  striking  out  the  word  "four" 
\yherever  it  occurs  in  the  13th  line,  and  inserting  the  word  "eight" 
in  lieu  thereof; 

Which  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  rule  being  waived  to  permit  Mr.  Pope  to  offer  an  amendment, 
Mr.  Pope  moved  to  amend  the  IGth  section  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  and  the  said  Trustees  shall  adopt  a  liberal  system  of  sale  for  actu- 
al settlement  and  cultivation,  not  allowing  pre-emptions  for  more 
than  one  section  of  hnd  to  any  one  actual  settler,"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  the  following: 

And  the  said  Trustees  shall  encourage  actual  aiHtlement  and  cul- 
tivation of  said  lands  by  allowing  pre-emptions  under  such  rules  and 
regulatiojis  as  they  may  deem  advisable ;  Fmvlded,  That  in  no  case 
shall  a  pre-emption  for  more  than  one  section  of  land  be  granted  to 
any  one  settler ; 

24  II 
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Which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  put  upon  its  passage,  npon  which  the  vote 
was: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Fenneil,  Galbraith,  Had- 
dock, Harris,  Haynes,.Hoilaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones 
of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Shine,  Speer, 
Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZant  and  Wall — 30. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bowers,  Neel,  Porter,  Rowley  and  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa — 5. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Resolution  relative  to  copying  the  laws  of  the  present  session ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time 
by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Fenneil,  Galbraith,  Had- 
dock, Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope, 
Rowley,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosa  and  Wall— 27. 

Nays — Mr.  Johnston — L 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certiOed  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a  liberal 
system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State,  which  had  passed  the 
House,  was  transmitted  to  the  Senate. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  a  call  of  the  House  ; 

Which  was  ordered. 

Upon  calling  the  roll,  the  following  members  answered  to  their 
names,  viz: 

Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Fenneil,  Galbraith,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and 
Wall. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  further  proceedings  under  the  call  were 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Dein  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  10  o'- 
clock, A.  M. 

Upon  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Carter  and  Dell,  and  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Shine  and  Thompson  of  Levy — 2, 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Fenneil,  Galbraith,  Had. 
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dock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones 
of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Ponn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Spcer, 
Taylor,  Thompson  of  Sant.a  Rosa  and  \Vall — 29. 

80  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  that  the  resolution  be  postponed  until  Wednes- 
day next; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Dell  and  Spcer,  and  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dum- 
mett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Johnston,  Penn  and  Pope — 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  fJaisden,  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Dell,  Fennell,  Had- 
dock, Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Langford,  Neel,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor, 
Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  and  Wall — ^21. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  Resolution, 

Mr.  Pope  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution : 

TSe  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That  no  Bill  or  Res- 
olution shall  be  introduced  in  either  branch  of  the  General  Assembly 
afler  Saturday,  the  sixth  day  of  January,  1855.* 

Upon  the  adoption  of  which,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  and 
were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Johnston,  Langford,  Parsons, 
Penn,  Pope  and  Porter — 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Dell,  Fennell,  Had- 
dock, Haynes,*  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Neel, 
Prescott,  Rowley,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of 
of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall— 18. 

So  the  substitute  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  to  amend  the  ResolutioL  by  striking  out  the 
word  "first,"  and  inserting  the  word  "fourth;*' 

Which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy  moved  to  strike  out  "  10th"  and  insert 
*'22d;" 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  to  strike  out  "  10th"  and  insert  "  13th  ;" 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Shine  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  10  o'- 
clock, A.  M.; 

Which  mQtion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P. 
M.; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harris  moved   that  the  resolution  be  indefinitely  postponed; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Afessrs. 
Dell  and  Carter,  and  were  as  follows : 
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Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Carter,  Christie,  Coombs,  Haitis, 
Johnston  and  Taylor — 1, 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Brown,  Dell,  Diim- 
mett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Holiaman,  Jones  of 
Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — ^23. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  resolution  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  to  amend  the  Resolution  by  adding  ''  and  the 
adjourned  session  shall  be  held  at  Tampa." 

Mr.  Duramett  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  bj  striking  oat 
"  Tampa"  and  inserting  "  Bayport ;" 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Carter,  upon  a  viva  voce  vote,  the  Speaker  decided  that  the  amend- 
ment had  been  agreed  to. 

A  dviision  being  called,  the  Speaker  decided  that  it  was  not  in 
order  to  call  for  a  division  after  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  bad 
been  announced. 

Mr.  Dell  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  upon  the 
question  ''  shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained  ?"  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Galbraith,  Har- 
ris, Johnston,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Shine,  Taylor  and 
Thompson  of  Levy — 14. 

Nays — 'Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Dell,  Dummett,  Fen- 
nell, Haddock,  Haynes,  HoUaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nas- 
sau, Langford,  Neel,  Porter,  Rowley,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall— 19. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  not  sustained. 

The  question  being  again  taken  upon  the  amendment  proposed  bj 
Mr.  Carter,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Dell  and 
I^angford,  and  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Coombs,  Harris^  Parsons,  Penn, 
Pope  and  Thompson  of  Levy — 8. 

Nays — ]\Iessrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Christie,  Dell,  Dom- 
mett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynes,  HoUaman,  Jones  of  Mon- 
roe, Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall— 23. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Shine  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  oat  all  after 
the  word  "  January ;" 

Pending  the  consideration  of  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bowers,  the 
House  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  its  session,  a  quorum  present. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  which  had  passed  both  Houses 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  had  been  duly  enrolled  and  signed, 
were  transmitted  for  approval  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  viz : 

An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of  Bay  Port ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Sapp  of  Madison  County ; 

An  act  extending  the  time  authorizing  George  H.  Tresper  to  es- 
tablish a  Ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River  at  Clay  Landing,  and 
for  other  purposes ; 

Resolution  requesting  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
Indian  Agent  in  Florida,  for  the  delivery  of  a  Negro  man  belonging 
to  B.M.  Dell  of  Florida; 

Resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  compensate  James  D. 
Westcott  for  services  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  and 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  declare  Indian  River  a  Port  of  De- 
livery. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly 
came  up  in  order. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Shine  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  "  January"  was  not  agreed  to ; 

Mr.  Pope  moved  to  amend  the  Resolution  by  striking  out  the 
words  "Thursday  the  13th"  and  insert  **  Monday  the  15th;" 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  to  amend  the  Resolution  by  striking  out  the 
words  ''Thursday  the  13th"  and  insert  "Tliursday  the  11th." 

The  question  being  taken  upon  striking  out  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  Resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Dell  and  Carter,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Galbraith,  Har- 
ris, Johnston,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Shine  and  Taylor — 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Dell,  Dummett,  Fcnnell,  Had- 
dock, Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Lang- 
ford,  Neel,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — 20. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  Resolution  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Caiter  moved  that  the  Resolution  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  caUed  for  by  Messrs.  Deli  and  Fcnnell,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Ccombs,  Galbraith,  Har- 
ris,  Johnston,  Parsons,  Pope  and  Shine — 10. 

N  ays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Dell,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Haynes, 
H-ollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Penn, 
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Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Lev}%  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosa,  Vanzant  and  Wall— 19. 

So  the  House  refused  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on 
Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  the  resolution  be  postponed  until  Monday 
next; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harris  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  original 
resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  House,  the  Senate  concuringy  That  the  two  Houses 
adjourn  on  the  third  day  of  January,  1855,  to  assemble  again  on  the 
4th  Monday  in  November,  1855. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  10 
o'clock,  A.  M. ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy  moved  to  amend  the  substitute  by  striking 
out  **  third"  and  inserting  "  twenty-second," 

Upon  the  question  of  striking  out,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
for  by  Messrs.  Hanis  and  Carter,  and  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Galbraith,  Johnston,  Parsons  and  Thomp- 
son of  Levy — 5. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dell, 
Fennell,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley, 
Speer,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall — 22. 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  the  word  "  third." 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  substitute  be  laid  on  the  table ; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Harris  and  Pope,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Dell,  Fennell,  Haddock, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Pope,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Van- 
Zant— 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Galbiaith,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Langford,  Neel, 
Parsons,  Penn,  Prescott,  Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  Wall — 17. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  tomorrow,  10  o'- 
clock, A.  M. ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  7  o'clock, 
P.  M. ; 

Which  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  substitute  be  indefinitely  postponed; 

Upon  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Harris  and  Pope,  and  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Dell,  Fennell,   Haynes,  HoDa- 
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man,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Lang  ford,  Neel,  Prescott,  Rowley, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Par- 
sons, Penn,  Pope  and  Thompson  of  Levy — 9. 

So  the  substitute  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  resolution  be  postponed  until  next  Mon- 
day week; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  the  resolution  be  postponed  until  next 
Tuesday  week ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  resolution  be  postponed  until  next  Wed- 
nesday week; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  resolution  be  postponed  until  next  Thurs- 
day week ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  the  blank  in  the  resolution  be  filled  with  the 
words  "  Thursday  tho  lltb." 

Mr.  Shine  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  10  o'- 
clock, A.  M.; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  9  o'clock, 
A.  M.; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  11  o'- 
clock, A.  M. ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harris  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  at  10^ 
o'clock,  A.  M. ; 

Upon  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Rowley  and  Parsons,  and  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Galbraith, 
Harris,  Johnston,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope  and  Taylor — 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Dell,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Haynes, 
Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Neel,  Pi  escott,  Row- 
ley* Speer,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant 
and  Wall— 17. 

So  thn  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Haddock  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-mori^,  1(9 
o'clock,  A.  M. ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  House  adjourned  until  five  minuted 
past  9  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 
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SATURDAY,  December  30,  1854. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoamment 

On  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  dispensed 
with. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  the 
Chaplain  for  one  week  froji  yesterday. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Harris  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning, 
approved  January  24,  1851,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  secood 
time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Hollaman  moved  that  the  House  reconsider  the  vote  of  Tlmrs- 
day  indefinitely  postponing  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
State,  and  to  change  the  time  and  place  for  boldmg  the  terms  there- 
of. 

Tlie  Speaker  decided  the  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Shine  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  House  sustained  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Galbraith  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  Records  of 
St.  Lucie  County ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  Haynes  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  enti- 
tled An  act  to  amend  the  Patrol  Laws  of  this  State. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Neel  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled An  act  to  authorize  Elijah  Johnson  &  Co.,  to  establish  a  feny 
across  the  Chattahoochee  River; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  bo  read  a  second 
lime  on  Monday  next 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Haynes  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  regulate  Pilotage  on  the  Bar  of  the  River  St 
John's ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  pn  Monday  next 

Mf.  Carter  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  nA 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  privilege  to  the  Cuba  ard 
United  States  Submarine  and  Territorial  Magnetic  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, and  lor  other  purposes ;  and 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  act  amendatory  of  the 
Act  to  organize  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
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Mr.  Hollaman  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  paULo  meeting  in 
the  Town  of  Quincy,  and  the  Preamble  and  Resolutions  adopted  at 
said  meeting,  presenting  the  claims  of  Qainej  and  its  vicinity  for 
the  establisbment  there  of  the  Seminary  to  be  located  west  of  the 
Suwannee  River; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  coosisting 
of  Messrs.  Hollaman,  Galbraith,  Rowley,  Pope  and  Neel. 

Mr.  Harris  offered  a  Resolution  to  bring  on  the  election  of  State 
Officers  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rale  waived,  read  the  second 
and  third  time  and  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Taylor  introduced  a  Resolution  to  provide  for  the  distribution 
of  the  Acts  and  Journals  of  the  present  General  Assembly ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next 

Resolution  relative  to  copying  the  Laws  of  the  present  Session, 
which  had  passed  the  House,  was  transmitted  to  the  Senate. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly ; 

Came  up  in  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  blank  was  filled  with  the  words 
"  Saturday  the  13th.'' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parsotfs,  the  Resolution  was  made  the  Special 
Order  of  the  Day  for  Wednesday  next 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  adopt  an  equal  and  uniform  mode 
of  Taxation  throughout  the  State ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  Bill,  Mr.  Galbraith  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  its  Chairman,  reported  the  Bill  back  to  the  House  with 
amendments. 

Which  report  was  received  and  the  amendments  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed  ; 

Upon  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Galbraith  and  Thompson  of  Levy,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Fennell,  Hollaman,  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Langford,  Neel,  Penn,  Rowley,  and  Thompson 
of  Sat.ta  Rosa — 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell 
Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons, 
Pope,  Porter,  Prescotfc,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZant  and 
Wall— 19. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  said  bill  indefinitely. 
25  II 
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On  motion  ofMr.  Hollaman,  the  bill  was  postponed  ontil  Tnesday 
next 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Senjitk  Chaxbes,) 
De<^ember  SOth,  1854.      ) 
Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir  : — ^The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  have  passed  the  Senate, 
▼iz: 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  State  Librarian ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensating 
the  several  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  this  State ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Comtj 
Commissioners  in  Gadsden  County ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  ihe  Pilots 
and  Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensaeola,  without  amend- 
ment; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Haj- 
ward  and  others,  without  amendment ; 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  legalize  the  proceedings  of  the 
Judge  of  Probate  of  St.  Lucie   County,  without  amendment ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  concerning  Roada 
and  Highways  now  in  force  in  this  State,  without  amendment ; 

House  Resolutions  making  appropriation  for  repairs  on  the  Cap- 
itol; 

House  Resolution  relative  to  extra  compensation  of  the  clerk  iq 
the  office  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  has  been  lost  in  the 
Senate; 

Also  House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  periods  now 
fixed  by  law  for  the  payment  of  Taxes,  and  for  the  settlement  of  Tax 
Collectors,  has  been  lost  in  the  Senate ; 

And  the  Senate  has  indefinitely  postponed  House  bill  to  be  enti« 
tied  An  act  to  define  the  boundary  fine  of  Duval  and  Nassau  6oan« 
ties. 

Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LmNGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 

Ordered  that  the  House  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate  be  eih 
rolled,  and  the  Senate  bills  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Senate  Chambbb,  Dec.  dOQk,  1854. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  : — ^Tbe  Senate  has  appointed  Messrs.  Hopkins,  GOlis  and  Long, 
a  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  with  a  similar  Com- 
mitte  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  relatioD  to  House 
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lun^ndntents  to  Senate  Bill  entitled  An  act  governing  Judges  of  Ptro*^ 
bates  in  certain  cases ; 

The  Senate  has  ordered  to  be  printed,  seventy  five  copies  of  the 
following  bill,  viz : 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
laspectors  of  Tar  and  Turpentine  tn  this  State. 

Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTCNT, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Aiso  the  following : 

SftNAT*  Chaxber,  December  30,  1854. 
BotL  Speaker  rf^  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  ^. — The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills,  viz : 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relinquishment 
to  the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  title  to  and  jurisdiction  over 
lands  for  sites  of  Light  Houses  and  for  other  purposes  on  the  coast 
and  waters  of  this  State,  with  Ah  folio  wing  amendments,  viz : 

Strike  out  the  v9xytd  ^  Twenty  "  in  the  fi(\hline  of  the  1st  Section 
Und  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  •*  Four." 

And  House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  abduction  and 
escape  of  riaves  from  this  State,  with  the  following  amendments, 
viz: 

StHke  out  the  word  ^  or  **  in  the  11th  line  of  the  Ist  Section  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  *'  and  ;** 

Add  the  words  *'  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate" between  the  words  •'Governor"  and  "to"  in  the  2nd  line  of 
the  2nd  Section  $  also 

Strike  out  of  the  same  Section  all  afer  the  word  ''  vessel'*  in  the 
6th  line; 

Strike  oat  the  word  *'  or  ^  in  the  9th  line  of  the  4th  Section  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  and  ;" 

Also  the  feMo wing  additional  Sections: 

Section  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
any  Pilot  or  other  person  to  remove  or  to  take  over  the  St  John's 
Bar  any  vessel  or  vessels  outward  bound,  as  hereinbefore  provided, 
without  having  first  received  from  the  Master  of  said  vessel  a  certifi- 
cate duly  signed  by  the  searching  ofilcer  that  the  duties  required  to 
be  perform^  by  him  have  been  duly  performed ;  and  if  any  Pilot 
or  other  person  shall  remove  any  such  vessels  as  aforesaid  without 
the  certificate  aforesaid,  he  shall  be  liable  to  indictment,  and  on  con^ 
viction  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  less  than  fifly  and  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  dollars. 

Section  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  oflicer  whose  appoint*- 
raent  is  hereinbefore  provided  for,  shall  have  power,  by  writing  under 
bis  hand  and  seal,  to  appoint  a  deputy,  who  shall  have  full  power  to 
discharge  all  the  duties  of  the  office,  in  the  dbsence,  sickness,  inabil^ 
t^  to  serve  of  his  principal. 
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In  which  several  aroeDdmeute  the  conearreiice  of  the  House  of 

Rcpreseatatives  b  respectfully  requested. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVLNGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 

Ordered  that  the  bills  be  pUced  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Act  incorporating  the 
City  of  St  Augustine,  approved  4th  February,  1833,  wiih  Senate 
amendments  thereto; 

Came  up  in  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dummett,  the  House  concurred  in  said  amend* 
ments. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate,  am)  that  said 
bill  as  amended  be  enrolled. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  ia  the  Town  of 
Jacksonville ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Po[)e  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which  was  ordered. 

Upon  calling  the  roll,  the  following  members  answered  to  their 
names,  viz : 

Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  DeU, 
Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  John- 
ston, Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons, 
Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompsoo 
of  Santa  Rosa  VanZant  and  Wall. 

The  list  of  absentees  being  called,  none  answered  to  their  names. 

The  Seijeant  at  Arms  was  instructed  to  cause  the  appearance  of 
the  absent  noembers. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  &e  rules  be  waived  and  said  bill  be  plac- 
ed back  upon  its  second  reading ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Haynes  moved  that  the  roles  be  waired  to  permit  him  to  of' 
fej  an  amendment  to  said  bill ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote 
was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Dell, 
Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Monroe, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Speer, 
Taylor,  VanZant  and  Wall— 22. 

Nays — Messrs.  Carter,  Coombs,  Dummett,  HoUaroan,  Neel,  Por- 
ter, Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  Thompson  of  Sauu 
Rosa— 10. 

So  the  bill  was  lost,  not  having  received  the  requisite  consti- 
tutional majority. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Hayoes; 
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Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 

On  motion,  the  House  reconsidered  the  vote  apon  the  question  of 
the  passage  of  a  biTl  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in 
the  Town  of  Jacitsonville,  and  said  bill  was  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Maiatee ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Carter,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Gal- 
braith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nas- 
sau, Parsons,  Pcnn,  Prescott,  Speer,  Thomi»son  of  Levy,  Thompson 
of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall— 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Fcnnell,  Had- 
dock, Johnston,  Langford,  Neel,  Pope,  Rowley,  Shine  and  Taylor 
—13. 

So  the  bin  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certi6ed  to  the  Senate. 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the  County 
of  Hillsborough  the  Military  Reserve,  embracing  Fort  Brooke,  for  a 
Commercial  Railroad  Depot ; 

Were  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  their  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Hollaman,  Johnston,, 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn, 
Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall— 28. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Preamble  and  Resolutions  were  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  grant  the  several  Counties  the  siX'* 
teenth  sections  within  their  limits ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  adopted. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Shine  was  permitted  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  incorporating  the  Pensa- 
cola  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company,  approved  December  13,  1852; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Shine  moved  that  the  rules  be  waived,  and  said  bill  be  read  ft 
second  time ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  following  communication  from  the   Register  of  State  Lands 
•was  read: 
To  the  Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  RepreAeniatites : 

Sir  : — In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  passed  on  thd 
27th  inst,   I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  1  am  not  aware  that  Con- 
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grew  has  made  anj  provision  ''in  cases  where  Idth  sections  arent* 
^eless." 

Bat  in  regard  to  "  cases  where  16th  sections  are  on  grants,"  t 
ftm  of  opinion  that  provision  has  heen  made  by  An  act  entitled  "  An 
net  suppienaental  to  the  act  for  the  admission  of  Florida  and  lows 
Into  the  Union,  and  for  other  purposes."  The  first  section  of  that 
act,  grants  to  the  State  of  Floridsi  section  namher  sixteen  in  every 
township,  or  other  lands  equivalent  thereto,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  such  township,  for  the  support  of  public  schools."  Hiis 
act,  it  seems  to  me^  secures  to  the  State  every  sixteenth  section  with- 
in it,  or  where  a  sixteenth  is  covered  by  a  grant  or  military,  or  sa* 
vat  reservation  to  'Motherlands  equivalent  thereto,^*  but  the  constrae- 
tion,  as  I  am  informed,  which  has  been  given  to  this  act  by  the  pro« 
per  officers  of  the  United  States,  precludes  us  from  selecting  otiier 
lands  equivalent  to  those  sixteenths  which  are  covered  by  the  Forbes 
and  Arredondo  Grants.  The  Forbes  Grant  covers  1,427,664  acres, 
and  the  Arredondo  Grant  covers  1256>000  aeres^-^the  two  together 
covering  i, 683,664.  The  36th  part  of  this  number  of  acres  ii 
46,768  acres,  being  the  amount  of  sixteenths  covered  by  said  grants. 

Independent  of  the  Forbes  and  Arredondo  Grants,  other  grants 
have  been  surveyed  and  confirmed  to  the  amount  of  854,852  acres, 
the  sixteenths  on  which,  (being  the  36th  part,)  amount  to  23,745 
acres ;  but  we  have  been  alloweid  to  select  other  lands  equivalent  to 
these* 

I  sun  unable  to  perceive  why  the  deficiencies  caused  by  the  Forbes 
and  Arredondo  grants  should  not  stand  on  the  same  footing  with  de- 
ficiencies caused  by  other  grants.  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  what  I  said 
in  my  report  to  the  Governor,  that  perhaps  a  resolution  by  the 
General  Assembly  calling  the  attention  of  our  Delegation  in  Con- 
gress particularly  to  this  subject^  would  enable  them  to  secnre  a  re* 
cognition  of  our  rights  before  the  proper  Department,  or  else  topro« 
cure  an  act  to  be  passed  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob*L  ierv*t, 

D.  S.  WALKfiR, 
Register,  d»St 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  df  Swamp 
and  Internal  Improvement  lands  from  the  United  States ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  dit 
vote  was: 

Yeas-^Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamyj  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,Coomb8, 
t)eU,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  HoUanuo, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn>  Pope^  Prescotti  Rowleji 
Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Ross 
and  Wall— 26. 

Nays-^Messrs.  Bowers^  Brown>  Fennell  and  Neel — 4. 
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So  the  bill  paBsed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  he  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  institution  of 
salts  before  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Santa  Rosa  County; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy  and  Galbraith— *2. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones 
of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parson,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley, 
Shine,  Speer,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  Wall — 26. 

So  the  bili  was  lost. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  the  County  Com« 
raissioners  of  Wakulla  County  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  build* 
ing  a  Court  House  in  said  County ; 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday  next 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  explanatory  of  the  several  acts 
in  relation  to  the  migration  of  negroes  or  free  persons  of  color  into 
Key  West; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday  next 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  extend  political  equality  to  Ignatio 
Phalez,  and  others ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Dummett  moved  that  ihe  House  adjourn  until  Monday,  10  o'- 
clock, A.  M. ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires,  Dell,  Gal- 
braith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Speer,  Taylor, 
Thompson  of  Levy  and  Wall — 16. 

Nays — Messes.  Bowers,  Brown,  Christie,  Dummett,  Fennell, 
Haddock,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langtord,  Neel,  Rowley  and 
Thompson  of  Santa  Ro^— 12. 

So  the  bili  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  selection  of  Grand 
and  Petit  Jurors ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  CoiTimi^ 
tee. 

A  bill  to  be  entitied  An  act  to  amend  the  laws  now  in  force  in 
this  State,  relating  to  divorces,  approved  by  the  Governor,  January 
8,  1853,  and  to  revive  the  laws  as  they  stood  before ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith  indef- 
initely postponed. 
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A  biil  to  ibe  entitled  An  act  to  ftuthorize  Benjamin  MaraheU  to 
cliarj^e  Wharfage  in  the  Town  of  Milton ; 

Was  read  the  second  time^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Moudrty  next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amead  an  act  securing  lietis  to 
Mechanics,  Overseers  and  others; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Thompson  of  Levj  moved  that  tho  bill  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned ; 

Which  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Jadiciary  Committee. 

On  motion,  the  llouse  adjourned  until  Monday,  K)  o'clock,  A.  M. 


MONDAY,  January  1,  1855. 

The  House  met  p^irsnant  to  adjournment 

A  quorum  being  Resent,  the  reading  of  the  Jounial  of  Saturday 
was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  which  had  passed  the  House 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  viz  : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  Countj  of  Mana- 
tee ; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  Swiinp 
find  Internal  Improvement  Land,  from  the  United  States; 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  extend  political  equality  to  Ignitio 
Phnlez  and  others; 

Preamlftle  and  Resolutions  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the  Co«ntj 
of  Hillsborough  the  Military  Reserve  embracing  Fort  Brooke  for  ft 
Commercial  Kailroao  Depot ; 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the  several  Counties,  tbe 
sixteenth  secttons  within  their  limits;  and 

Resolution  to  bring  on  the  election  of  State  Officers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pq[)o,  Mr.  Jones  of  Monroe  was  excused  fron 
attendance  during  the  balance  of  the  session. 

Pursuant  to  previous  rotice,  Mr,  Fenneil  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  make  permanent  the  Court  House  of  Holaiea  Conn- 
iy,  at  a  place  known  as  Bear  Pen  Bluff  in  said  County; 

W^hich  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  seettod 
time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter,  the  nomination  of  Madison  Post  as  Auc- 
tioneer for  Hillsborough  County  was  taken  frcun  the  taUe,  and  said 
nomination  advised  and  consented  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  re- 
peal An  act  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  soveial  acts  couceroing  li- 
censes to  retail  Spirituous  Liquors; 
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Was  taken  from  the  table  and  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
Dayv 

On  motion  6f  Mr>  Thompson  of  Levy,  Mr.  Carter  was  placed  on 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  in  place  of  Mr>  Speer  now  absent* 

Parsnant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Carter  introdaced  a  Bill  to  be 
entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  amendatory  of  the  Act  to  organ- 
ize the  Supreme  Court  of  Florida  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  75  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pope  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  Bill  amendatory  of  the  acts  now  in  force  in  reference  to 
the  Statutes  of  Limitation. 

Mr.  Carter  presented  the  petition  of  C«  H.  Austin,  Treasurer,  ask* 
ing  to  be  allowed  commissions  for  collecting  bonds  transferred  from 
the  Register's  to  the  Treasurer's  office ; 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
Public  Accounts. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Shine  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Charles  Jrvin  Vincan,  and  fot 
other  purposes ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor : 

Executive  Chamber, 
Tallahassee,  December  29,  1854. 
Hon.  W*  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represeniatites : 

Sir  : —  I  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  Acts  and  Reso* 
lations  : 

An  act  making  additional  appropriations  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  and  for  the  payinent  of  Jurors  and  State 
Witnesses,  for  the  fiscal  years  1853  and  1854 ; 

An  act  to  permanently  locate  the  County  Site  of  Hef  nando  Coun^ 

tj; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Town  of  Quincy ; 
An  act  to  authorize  William  A.  Gainer  to  build  a  Toll  Bridge  a*> 
cross  Bear  Creek ; 

An  act  to  authoruse  Oliver  H.  Hearn  to  build  a  Toll  Bridge  across 
the  Aucilla  River ; 

An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Volusia; 
Resolution  authorizing  the  Governor   to  turn  over   sixty  muskets 
and  accoutrements  to  the  Florida  Independent  Blues,  and  others  ; 

Resolution  asking  that  Tampa  be  made  a  Port  of  Collection  and 
Inspection. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 
26  11 
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Alio  the  followf og : 

ExBcvnvK^  Chambbs,    ) 
December  29,  1854.^ 

Hon    W.   F.    RU88BLL, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  BepresenUOitet  : 

Sis  : — ^I  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  Bills  and  Reso^ 
htions : 

An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Port  of  Bay  Port ; 

An  act  extending  the  time  authorizing  George  H.  Tresper  to  estab* 
Ksh  a  Ferrj  across  the  Suwannee  River  at  Clay  Landitig,  and  for 
other  purposes; 

A  Resolution  requesting  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
the  Indian  Agent  in  Florida  for  delivery  a  Negro  man' belonging  to- 
B.M.  Dell  of  Florida; 

A  Resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  compensate  James  D. 
Westcott  for  services  in  &e  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  ; 

A  Resolution  asking  Congrescrto  declare  Indian  River  a  Port  of 
Delivery. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

The  Committee  on  State  Lands  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  State  Lands  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitied  An  act  to  grant  Pre-einp' 
tibns  to  SetUer's  on  State  Lands,  approved  December  31st,  1892, 
report'  that  the  same  be  amended  by  striking  out  all  but  the  enact- 
ing clause,  and  report  the  following  substitute  for  the  same. 

JAMES  F.  THOMPSON>- 
Chairman, 

Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  Bill  placed  among  ths 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  Committee  on  State  Lands  made  the  following  report : 

The  State  Land  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  abillto^ 
entitled  An  act  to  grant  pre-emptions  to  Settlers  on  State  Lands,  ly- 
itig  on  the  disputed  boundary  line  between  Florida  and  Georgia,  and 
think,  from  information  they  have  received  from  the  books  in  the  of- 
fice of  Register  of  State  Lands,  that  there  are  some  portions  at  least 
of  these  lands  that  are  appraised  at  a  price  below  their  valbe,  and 
that  a  re- appraisement  is  necessary.  Your  Committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  Lands  contemplated  id  said  bill  shouM  be  brought  into 
market  as  speedily  as  practicable,  on  the  same  footing  as  other  State 
Lands,  and  that  proper  precaution  should  be  observed  against  the 
possibility  of  the  State  loosing  said  Lands  upon  the  adjustment  of  the 
disputed  boundary  question  with  the  State  of  Georgia.  Your  Com-- 
mittee  therefore  report  the  accompanying  bill  as  a  substitute  for  dir 
original  bill,  and  recommend  its  passage. 

JAMES  F.  THOMPSON,  Chairman, 
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Which  was  read,  and  liie  accompanjing  bil  atkl  snbstitote  were 

placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  Cofninittee  on  Agriwilture  made  the  following  report : 
The  Committee  on   Agrionltare  have  had   under  consideration  a 

bill  referred  to  them  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  approved  Nov. 

Slst,  1828,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  ot  Lumber 

in  the  varioos  counties  of  this  State,  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  thej  recommend  said  bill  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
EUnuse. 

^  B.  W.  BELLAMY, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  read  and  the  accompanying  bill  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  Committee  on  Census  and  Apportionment  made  the  follow- 
ing Report : 

The  Committee  on  Census  and  Apportionment,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred that  portion  of  the  Governor's  message,  having  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  in  their  opinion,  the  Consdtution  forces  cipon  tke  General 
Assembly  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  taking  the  Census  in  the  year 
1655,  and  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  sometime  during 
the  same  year,  to  make  the  Apportionment. 

Your  Committee  wouW  also  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
first  clause  of  the  ninth  Article  of  the  Constitution,  which  reads  as 
follows:  "  The  General  Assembly  shall,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fiH;y-five,  and  every  tenth  year  thereafter,  cause 
an  enunieration  to  be  made  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  and 
to  the  whole  number  of  free  white  inhabitants,  shall  be  added  three 
fifths  of  the  number  of  slaves,  and  they  shall  proceed  to  apportion 
the  representation  equally  among  the  different  Counties,  according 
to  such  enumeration,  giving,  however,  one  representative  to  every 
Count5%  and  increasing  the  number  of  Representatives  on  a  uniform 
ratio  of  population,  according  to  the  foregoing  basis,  and  which  ra- 
tio shall  not  be  changed  until  a  new  census  shall  have  been  taken.** 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  if  the  Constitution  makes  it 
necessary  for  the  census  to  be  taken  during  the  year  1855,  which 
no  one  will  deny,  it  as  clearly  makes  it  necessary  to  make  the  ap- 
portionment during  the  same  year.  Were  it  not  made  during  the 
year  in  which  the  census  was  taken,  more  than  three  years  would 
elapse  before  the  different  Counties  could  be  represented,  under  the 
new  apportionment,  based  upon  the  census  taken,  and  the  interest  of 
different  portions  of  the  State  would  materially  suffer. 

Your  Committee  would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  a 
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resolatron  which  is  now  b^ore  the  House,  for  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly  ou  the  4th  McMiday  in  November  next,  or  a  siift- 
ilar  one. 

They  have  also  prepared  a  bill,  providin<^  for  the  taking  of  the 
census,  which  they  respectfully  recommend  to  be  passed. 

Yoor  Committee  would  farther  recommesd  that,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  an  adjourned  session  is  necessary,  yoor  honorable  bodj 
make  the  present  session  as  brief  as  possible. 

All  of  which  is  very  respectfully  snbmitted, 

PHILIP  DELL, 
Chairman. 

Whroh  was  resolved  and  the  accompanying  bill  read  the  first  time 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second' time  on  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  folk) wing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol 
lowing  Bills  as  correctly  Enrolled : 

Resolutions  making  appropriation  for  repairs  on  the  Capitol; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Hay  ward 
and  others  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  legalizing  the  proceedings  of  the  Judge 
of  Probate  of  St.  Lucie  County ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  concerning  Roads 
and  Highways,  now  in  £brce  in  this  State; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  hold  the  Courts  of  Orange  County 
at  Mellonville ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Pilots  and  Pr^ 
lotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  BAISDEN, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bilh. 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements^  made  the  followicg 
report : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Flor- 
ida Railroad  Company,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and 
ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  the  bill  provides  that  the  Company  may  connect  said  Road  by 
extension,  wkh  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  at  different  points 
south  of  the  Suwannee  River,  &;c. 

This  amendment  asks  no  additional  aid  from  the  State,  and  is 
important  to  ihe  future  action  of  tlie  Company.  Your  Committee, 
therefore,  report  the  bill  back  to  the  House,  and  ask  that  it  be  passed 
with  the  amendments  annexed  thereto^ 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  snbmitted, 

J.  CARTER,  Chairman. 
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Which  was  reoei?ed,  and  the  dccompanjing  bfll  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  made  the  following 
report  : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  inrbom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  incorporating  the  Florida  and  Macon 
Railroad  Company,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  ask 
leave  to 

REPORT; 

That  the  bill  proposes  to  incorporate  a  Company  under  the  di- 
rection of  Commissioners  therein  named,  to  be  styled  *'  The  Florida 
and  Macon  Railroad  Company,*'  for  the  purpose  of  constraeting  a 
Railroad  from  Cedar  Keys  on  the  Gulf,  or  from  some  point  on  the 
line  of  the  contemplated  Road  from  Cedar  Keys  to  Amelia  Island 
on  the  Atlantic,  to  the  north  line  of  the  State  in  the  direction  of  Ma- 
con in  the  State  of  Georgia.  The  object  of  this  road  is  to  extend  a 
system  of  Railroads,  commencing  at  Cincinnati  and  Louisville  on  the 
Ohio,  to  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf.  Within  the  coming  year  the  line 
from  Louisville  to  Macon  will  be  completed.  The  linefiom  Cincin- 
nati to  Macon,  via  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  Railroad,  is  fully 
provided  for,  and  will  be  completed  within  two  years.  The  distance 
from  Macon  to  Cedar  Keys  is  two  hundred  and  twenty  miles;  about 
one  half  the  distance  is  in  the  State  of  Florida.  This  Charter  being 
granted  by  Florida,  will  doubtless  be  met  by  a  Charter  from  the  State 
of  Georgia  to  complete  the  connection. 

On  the  completion  of  this  line  to  Macon,  Florida  will  be  in  con- 
nection with  over  ten  thousand  miles  of  railway  lying  north  of  the 
Ohio  river,  and  in  immediate  connection  with  the  whole  system  of 
Railroads  in  the  United  States. 

The  productions  of  Florida  and  the  valley  of  the  Ohio  being  dis- 
similar, an  exchange  will  take  place  which  "wiW  be  highly  beneficial 
to  each,  and  the  severity  of  the  northern  winters  will  induce  thou- 
sands to  seek  our  State  on  account  of  its  genial  climate. 

The  alternate  sections  of  lands,  usually  granted,  and  an  exemp* 
tion  from  taxes  for  the  period  of  thirty-tive  years,  is  the  only  aid 
asked  from  the  State  for  this  important  improvement. 

Your  Committee  earnestly  recommend  that  the  bill  be  passed 
with  the  amendments  annexed  thereto. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  CARTER, 

Chairman^ 

Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  placed  among  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

The  rules  being  waived,  Mr.  Pope  introduced  the  following  bills, 
viz: 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  aet  for  the  relief  of  J«  P.  K.  Savage  and 
Haley  T.  Blocker ;  and 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  preaenre  ihe  Records  of  the  8a- 
prerae  Court; 

Which  were  read  the  first  time^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  resolution  making  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  out 
the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  East  and  Yellow  Rirers  and 
Four  Mile  Creek  in  the  Countj  of  Walton  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
TOte  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Fennell,  Galbraidi, 
Haddock,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Neel,  Riviere,  Row- 
ley and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Haynes, 
Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Shine,  Thompson 
of  Levy,  VanZant  and  Wall— 16. 

So  the  Resolution  was  lost 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  alter  the  provisions  of  the  grant  of 
land  for  establishing  two  Seminaries  of  Learning  in  this  State ; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading,  and  was  postponed  until  Wednes- 
day next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  aot  to  prevent  planting  without  a  fence  in 
Walton  County  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third  time  by 
its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Coombs,  Dell.  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock, 
Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Par- 
sons, Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of 
Levy  and  Wall— 26. 

Nays — Mr.  Penn — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  State  Librarian ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Public  Ac- 
counts. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compen- 
sating the  several  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  this  State  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to« 
morrow. . 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  election  of 
County  Commissioners  in  Gadsden  County  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time^  the  rule  waived^  read  the  second  and 
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tUrd  times  by  its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage^  upon  which  the 
vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bowers,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Christie,  Cootnbs,  Dammett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Jones 
of  Monroe,  Joces  of  Nassau,  Langford^  Neel,  Parsons,  Peon,  Pope^ 
Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompsoi^ 
of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall— 26. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relinquishment  to 
the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  title  do  and  jurisdiction  over  lands 
for  sites  of  Light  Hotses,  and  for  other  purposes,  on  the  coast  and 
waters  of  this  State,  with  the  Senate  amendment  thereto ; 

Came  op  in  order. 

On  motion,  said  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  bill, 
as  amended,  be  enrolled. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  abduction  and  escape 
of  slaves  from  this  State,  with  the  Senate  amendments  thereto ; 

Came  up  in  order. 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  said  amendments. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  re-establishment  of 
the  Records  of  St  Lucie  County ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  preamble  of  said  bill  was  amend* 
ed  by  striking  out  the  words  *'  present  year"  and  inserting  the  words 
«  year  1854." 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  aathorize  Elijah  Johnson  &  Co.,  to 
establish  a  ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  Pilotage  at  the  Bar  of 
the  River  St  Johns ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haynes,  the  fifth  section  of  the  bUl  was  amende 
ed  by  striking  out  the  word  "  ten"  wherever  it  occurs,  and  inserting 
the  word  "  nine"  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  by  its  title,  and  put  upon  ittf 
passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Coombs,  DeD,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynesy 
Jones  of  Monroe,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott^ 
Rowley,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa, 
VanZant  and  Wall— 25. 
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So  the  bill  passed — ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate* 

Resolation  to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the  Acts  and  Joarnals 
of  the  present  General  Assembly; 

Was  read  the  aecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  incorporating  the 
Pensacola  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company,  approved  December  13, 
1852; 

Was  read  the  second  time  by  its  title,  and  seventy-fiTe  copies  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  empower  the  County  Com« 
missioners  of  Wakulla  County  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  Court  House  in  said  County ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Dell,  Dummett) 
Fennell,  Galbratth>  Haddock,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Laugford,  Neel>  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Ri- 
viere, Taylor,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall — 23. 

Nays — Nono. 

So  the  bill  passed— title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  Certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  explanatory  oi  the  several  Acts 
in  relation  to  the  migration  of  Negroes  or  Free  Persons  of  Color  in- 
to Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden^  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dum- 
mett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones 
of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Rowley,  Taylor,  Thomp* 
ton  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall — ^21. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dell,  Penn,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere  and  Van* 
Zant— 6. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  Benjamin  Marshell  to 
charge  Wharfage  in  the  town  of  Milton  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time .  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dnm- 
mett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Jones 
of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott, 
Riviere,  Rowley,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  SanU 
Rosa  and  WaU— 25. 

Nays — None. 
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So  said  bin  passed,  title  as  stated. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
SeDate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  An  act  entitled  An  act 
to  amend  the  several  Acts  concarning  Licenses  to  retail  Spintuoua 
Liquors ; 
Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed,  upon 
which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Lang- 
ford  and  Carter,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Carter,  Chaires,  Dell,  Fennell,  Gal- 
braith,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Monroe,  Neel,  Penn,  Pope,  Riviere,  Rowley, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Coombs,   Haddock,  Jones  of  Nassan, 
Langford,   Parsons,  Porter,  Prescott,  Taylor  and  Thompson  of 
Levy— 10. 
So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  State  Lands,  approved  De^ 
cember  31,  1652 ; 
Was  read  the  second  time. 

The  amendment  recommended  by  the  Committee  en  State  Lands 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  ^'  five''  and 
Cnserting  "three;" 
Which  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow, 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  grant  pre-emptions  to  settlers  oa 
the  State  Lands  lying  on  the  disputed  boundary  line  between  Flori- 
da and  Georgia ; 
Was  read  the  second  time. 

The  substitute  recommended  by  the  Committee  on  State  Lands  to 
be  entitled  An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  State   Lands  lying  on 
the  disputed  boundary  line  between  the  State  of  Georgia  and  Fiori* 
da; 
Was  adopted  in  lieu  of  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, 10  o'clock ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  ef  Mr.  Taylor,  the  bill  under  consideration  was  amen- 
ded  by  striking  out  "  four  hundred'*  and  inserting  ''  six  hundred  and 
forty." 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third   time  on  to-morrow, 
Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, 10  o'clock ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

A  biU  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  approved  November 
27  II 
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21, 1628,  providing  for  the  appointinent  of  Inspectors  of] 
the  various  CoontieB  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  bill  be  iadefinitelj  postponed ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  bill  be  amended  by  striking  oat  alt 
after  the  word  "  repealed  ;** 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bin  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
provide  for  the  establishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning,  ap- 
proved January  24,  1851,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  ihe  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  the  bill  was  referred  to  Uie  Committee 
on  Schools  and  Colleges. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
raise  a  revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida  and  defining  the  duties  of 
the  Collectors  and  Assessors  thereof;  approved  January  24, 1845; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
Tote  was : 

Veas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  ChaireS) 
Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,.  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Nassan, 
Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,.Fope,  Portei*,  Prescolt,  Riviere, Tay- 
lor, Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZant  and  Wall — ^23. 

Nays — 5vir.  Rowley — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated! 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion. 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow>.  10  o'clock,  A.  ilL^ 


TUESDAY,  January  %  1855. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Jonmarof 
yestenlay  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  the  House  were  traosmittedl 
to  the  Senate,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  raise 
a  revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida,  and  defining  the  dnties  of  the  Col- 
lectors and  Assessors  thereof,  approved  July  24,  1845; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  planting  without  a  ieoce  k» 
Walton  County ; 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  anthorize  Benjamin  Marshell  to 
tbai^e  Wharfage  in  the  Town  of  Milton; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  Pilotage  on  the  Bar  of  the 
River  St  Johns ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  Ain  act  explanatory  of  the  several  acts  in 
relation  to  the  migration  of  Negroes  or  free  persons  of  color  into 
Key  West ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  empower  the  County  Commis- 
sioners of  Wakalla  County  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  building 
a  Court  House  in  said  County ;  and 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Coun- 
ty Commissioners  in  Gadsden  County. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  message  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  relative  to  the  disputed  Boundary  question,  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Galbraith  Dell  and  Shine. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Carter  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  Cuba  and  United  States  Subma- 
rine and  Territorial  Magnetic  Telegraph  Company  to  tpass  lines  of 
Telegraph  through  the  State  of  Florida,  and  to  protect  the  same ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Galbraith  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Branch,  of  Leon  County. 

The  rules  being  waived,  Mr.  Haddock  was  permitted  to  introdnco 
without  previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  4th 
clause  of  the  3d  Chapter  of  the  4th  division  of  the  laws  in  relation 
to  crimes  and  misdemeanors ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
4ime  on  to-morrow. 

The  fallowing  message  from  the  Senate  was  read  : 

SsNATE  Chamber,         ) 
January  2,  I855t.  ) 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives : 

SiE : — ^The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  now  in  force  <n  re- 
lation to  the  partition  of  estates  real  and  personal ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  name  and  estab- 
lish the  site  of  St.  Lucie  County,  without  amendment; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  admrit  Anderson  J.  Peeler  to 
practice  Law  in  this  State,  with  the  following  amendment,  viz: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  **  provided,"  in  the  first  section,  and 
insert  the  words  **  if  he  should  be  found  qualified  according  to  the 
manner  and  form  now  prescribed  by  Law ;"  and 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


212 

Inspectors  of  Tar  aud  Turpentine  in  tfai&  State,  with  the  foUoving 
amendment,  viz : 

"  Section  12.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  part  or  portion  of 
this  hill  shall  he  so  construed  as  to  he  considered  obligatory  upon 
the  growers  of  Tar  and  Turpentine  in  this  State ;" 

In  which  amendments  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives is  respectfully  requested. 

Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
Ordered  that  the  House  hill  which  had  passed  the  Senate  widiout 
amendment  be  enrolled,  and  that  the  Senate  bill  and  amended  House 
bills  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  foUowing  message  from  the  Senate  was  read  : 

Senate  Chahser,         > 
January  2,  1855.  S 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives : 
Sir  : — ^The  Senate  has  passed  the  foUowing  resolutions  and   bill^ 
viz: 

Resolution  relative  to  copying  the  Laws  of  the  present  session ; 
-  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  amend  the  law  in  reference  to  the 
establishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning  in  this  State,   and  for 
other  purposes ; 

House  preamble  and  resolution  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the 
County  of  Hillsborough  the  Military  Reserve,  embracing  Fort  Brooke, 
for  a  Commercial  Railroad  Depot ;  and 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  concerning  the  retailing  of  spirits 
uous  liquors,  has  been  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  Senate. 

Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  Senate. 
The  Resolution  relative  to  copying  the  Laws  of  the  present  ses- 
sion ; 

Was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  amend  the  law  in  reference  to  the 
establishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning  in  this  State,  and  for 
other  purposes ; 

Was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

House  Preamble  and  Resolutions  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the 
County   of  Hillsborough   the   Military   Reserve,  embracing   Fort 
Brooke,  for  a  Commercial  Railroad  Depot ; 
Was  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  Report: 
The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the  following 
hills  and  find  the  same  correctly  enrolled : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relinquishment  to 
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the  United  States^  in  certain  eases,  title  to  and  jurisdictioD  over  landt 
for  sites  for  Light  Houses  and  for  other  purposes  on  the  coast  and 
waters  of  this  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  incorporating  the  City  of  St.  Augus- 
tine, approved  February  4th,  1833. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  BAISDEN, 
Chairman. 

Which  was  read. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts  made  the  follow- 
ing Report : 

The  Committee  of  Finance  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of 
John  S.  Townsend  and  others  asking  that  the  tax  on  exchange  be 
altered,  and  also  some  other  amendments  to  the  laws  relating  to 
Taxation,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT : 

That  the  Bill  now  before  the  Honse  introduced  by  your  Commit- 
tee fully  meets  the  wishes  oflhe  petitioners  in  respect  to  the  system 
of  Taxation. 
Which  was  received  and  read. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  PARSONS,  Chairman. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  State  Lands 
l^ing  on  the  disputed  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  Georgia 
and  Florida ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter, 
Cbaires,  Coombs,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Haynes,  Holiaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — 30. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

llie  rule  being  waived,  the  Committee  on  Elections  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  Committee  on  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting,  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  respectfully 
--N^m-fuiH  i^^o  nassage  of  said  bill  with  the  following  amendment : 
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Strike  ont  In  the  ninth  line  between  the  words  ^  the**  and  **  in,''  the 
Word  "  circnit,"  and  insert "  county." 

JOEL  PORTER, 
Chairman. 

Which  report  was  received,  the  amendment  concarred  in,  and  Uie 
bill  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  adopt  an  equal  and  nniform  mode 
of  Taxation  in  this  State; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  the  second  section  of  said  bill  was  amen- 
ded by  inserting  the  words  **  and  silver"  between  the  words  "gold* 
and  ''watches." 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  to  amend  the  second  section  by  adding  tbe 
following  proviso :  **  Provided,  that  three  hundred  and  fifty  doHsn 
of  property  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation ;" 

Which  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Upon  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Measn. 
Rowley  and  Dell,  and  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Fennell,  Hollaman,  Johnston, 
Langford,  Neel,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Ross 
and  WaU— 12. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Dumroett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harrit, 
Haynes,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott, 
Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  VanZant — 22. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  said  Bill  indefinitely. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parsons,  said  Bill  was  postponed  until  to  mor- 
row. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read: 

Senatb  Chaxbeb,  ) 
January  2d,  1855.       ) 
Him,  Speaker  of  the 

Howe  of  Representatives : 

SiH : — ^The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  Report  of  the  Joint  Se- 
lect Committee  to  whom  was  referred  ''a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act 
governing  Judges  of  Probates  in  certain  cases." 

The  following  Bill  has  passed  the  Senate,  viz : 

House  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a 
liberal  system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State,  with  sundry  a- 
mendments  which  are  herewith  enclosed,  in  which  several  amend- 
ments the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  respectfully  requested. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  bill  to  be  entitled  An 
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act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a  liberal  system  of  laleriial  Im^ 
provements  in  this  State ; 

Were  read  and  concarred  in. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate,  and  that  said  bill 
be  enrolled. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Pope,  from  the  Joint  Select  Commit* 
tee  of  Conference,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment  to  Senate 
bOi  to  be  entitled  An  act  governing  Judges  of  Probate  in  certaia 
cases,  reported  that  said  Committee  had  examined  the  same,  and  re- 
commended the  adoption  of  the  two  first  sections  of  the  House 
amendment,  and  the  sinking  out  of  the  third ; 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate.^ 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Pope  was  permitted  to  mtrodace  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  relative  to  Depositions  take&  under  Com- 
mission ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
and  third  times,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  FenneU,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Hajnes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Taylor^ 
Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  YanZant  and  Wall 
—30. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bUl  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  make  permanent  the  Court  Houser 
of  Holmes  County  at  a  place  known  as  Bear  Pen  Blufi*  in  said 
County ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  DeU,  Dismukes,.  Dummett,  FenneU,  Hoi- 
laman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Pope, 
Porter^  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,. 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — 28. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  title  of  said  bill  was  amended  by 
^striking  out  "  Court  House"  and  inserting  "  County  Site." 

Ordered  that  the  passage  of  said  bill  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  act  amendatory  of  the 
act  to  organize  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading  and  was  postponed  until  to*mor» 
row. 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  tbe  name  of  Charles  bna 
Vincan,  and  for  other  porposes ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  npon  its  passage,  upon  which 
ihe  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Hajnes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley, 
6hine,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  VanZant — ^23. 1 

Nays — Messrs.  Dell,  Fennell  and  Johnston — 3. 

So  the  bill  passed— 4itle  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  'of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  use  of  the  Representative  HaQ 
was  granted  to  the  TaUafaassee  Riflemen,  on  the  8th  inst,  from  11 
o'clock  A.  M.,  to  1  o'clock  P.  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  the 
Anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  taking  of  the  Cen- 
sus in  the  year  1855  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  bill,  Mr.  Parsons  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  its  Chairman  reported  said  bill  back  to  the  House  ^dth 
amendments ; 

Which  report  was  received  and  the  amendments  concurred  in. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  P.  K.  Savage  and 
Haley  T.  Blocker ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  preserve  the  Records  of  die  Sa* 
preme  Court; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  oa 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  fourteenth  Article  of  tbe 
Constitution  on  amendments  and  revision  of  the  Constitution  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Carter,  Dell,  Galbraitli,  Haddock,  Parsons,  Porter, 
Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa — 12. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Chaires^ 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Pope,  Riviere  and  Wall 
—19. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

A  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  Leon  Lodge  No.  5,  L 
O.  O.  F. ; 
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Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which  was  ordered. 

Upon  calling  the  roll  the  following  members  answered  to  their 
names,  viz : 

Ur.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie^ 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismnkes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Uaynes,  HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons, 
Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thompson 
of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Sania  Rosa  and  Wall. 

The  list  of  absentees  being  called,  none  answered  to  their  names. 

The  Sergeant-at  Arms  was  instructed  to  cause  the  appearance  of 
the  absent  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  further  proceedings  under  the  call 
were  dispensed  with. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  bill  under  consideration  was 
postponed  for  the  present 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compen« 
sating  the  several  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  oa 
to-morrow. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  which  had  passed  both 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  had  been  duly  enrolled  and 
signed,  were  presented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  viz : 

Resolutions  making  appropriations  for  repairs  on  the  Capitol ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Hay  ward, 
and  others ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  legalizing  the  proceedings  of  the  Judge 
of  Probate  of  St.  Lucie  County; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  concerning  Roads 
and  Highways  now  in  force  in  this  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  hold  the  Courts  of  Orange  County 
at  Mellonville ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act.for  the  regnlation  of  the  Pilots  and  Pi* 
lotageofthe  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  ot 
the  records  of  St.  Lucie  County  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Tay- 
lor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and 
Wall— 31. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  die  Senate. 
28  H 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  aatboiize  Elijah  Johnson  ^  Ca,  to 
establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  pat  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hol- 
laman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  'Parsons,  Pope, 
Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Le- 
vy, Thompson  ol  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — ^29. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  contract  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  Laws  and  Journals  of  the  present  General  Assembly, 
and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas-Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden ,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Chrii- 
tie.  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock 
Harris,  HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Par- 
sons, Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thonp- 
son  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — 30. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  House  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  its  session — a  quorum  present 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  State  Lands,  approved  De- 
cember 31,  1852; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Haynes,  HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — ^28. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act,  approved  Novembw 
21,  1828,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Lumber  in 
the  various  Counties  of  this  State ; 
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Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  ita  passage,  upon  which  the 
Tote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Disamkes,  Dammett,  Fennell,  Galbraitb,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Haynes,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons, 
Pope,  PrescoU^  Shine,  Thompson  oi  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Ro- 
sa, VanZant  and  WaU— 25. 

Nays — Mr.  Brown — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  rules  be  waived  to  permit  him  to  make  a 
motion ; 

The  House  refused  to  waived  the  rules. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Act  incorporating  the 
Florida  Railroad  Company ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  amendment  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Internal  Improvements  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  incorporating  the  Florida  and  Macon 
Railroad  Company ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  amendments  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Internal  Improvements  were  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  admit  Anderson  J.  Peeler  to  prac* 
tice  law  in  the  several  Courts  of  this  State,  with  the  Senate  amend* 
ment  thereto ; 

Came  up  in  order. 

On  motion,  said  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  bill, 
as  amended,  be  enrolled. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  fict  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  In- 
spectors of  Tar  and  Turpentine  in  this  State,  with  the  Senate 
amendment  thereto ; 

Came  up  in  order. 

On  motion,  said  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  bill, 
as  amended,  be  enrolled. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  now  in  force  in 
relation  to  the  partition  of  estates  real  and  personal ; 

Was  read  the  first  lime,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Senate  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  amend  the  law  in  reference 
to  the  establishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning  in  this  State,  and 
for  other  purposes ; 
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Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to* 
morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  frandulent  voting ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time  by 
its  title  and  put  opon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Christie,  Dismokes, 
Pennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hajnes,  Hollaman,  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Tay- 
lor, Thompson  of  Santa  Ross  and  Wall — ^21. 

Nays — Messrs.  Carter,  Dell  and  Dummett — 3. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor: 

Executive   Chamber,  ) 

Tallahassee,  January  2d,  1855.  \ 
Hon.  William  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresenUUives : 

Sir  : — I  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  Bills  and  Reso- 
lutions : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Hay  ward,  and  others; 

An  act  legalizing  the  proceedings  of  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  St 
Lucie  County : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  concemmg  Roads  and  Highways  now  m 
force  in  this  State; 

An  act  to  hold  the  Courts  of  Orange  County  at  Mellonville ; 

Resolutions  making  appropriations  for  repairs  on  the  CapitoL 
Very  Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock, 
A.M. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  3,  1855. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rowley,  Mr.  Bowers  was  excused  from  atten- 
dance during  the  balance  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Taylor  announced  to  the  House  the  death  of  John  Franklin 
Dewitt,  a  member  of  this  House  from  the  County  of  Jefferson. 

Mr.  Bellamy  moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draft  ResO* 
lutions  expressive  of  the  feelings  of  the  House  upon  the  occasion  of 
the  death  of  Hon.  J.  F.  Dewitt ; 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  Messrs.  Bellamy  and  Taylor  wer» 
appointed  said  Committee. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


221 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  wait  apon  the 
Senate  and  inform  that  body  that  the  House  had  agreed  to  adjourn 
until  to-morrow,  in  respect  to  the  memory  of  Hon.  J.  F.  Dewitt,  and 
tliat  the  House  do  then  adjourn  until  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 

Wiiich  motion  prevailed. 

Messrs.  Dell,  Cartor  and  Pope  were  appointed  said  Committee, 
who,  having  waited  upon  the  Senate,  reported  that  they  had  per- 
formed the  duty  assigned  them. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to  morrow,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 


THURSDAY,  January  4,  1855. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — a  quorum  present. 

The  Speaker  being  absent,  on  motion,  Mr.  Dell  took  the   Chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  both  Houses  of  the  General 
Assembly^  and  had  been  duly  enrolled  and  signed,  were  transmitted 
to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  viz : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  relinquishment  to  the  United  States,  in 
certain  cases,  title  to  and  jurisdiction  over  lands  for  sites  of  Light 
Houses  and  for  other  purposes,  on  the  coast  and  waters  of  this 
State ; 

An  act  to  amend  the  Act  incorporating  the  City  of  St.  Augustine, 
approved  February  4,  1833. 

Mr.  Hollaman  gave  notice  that  he  wouU,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  lo- 
cation of  the  State  Seminary  west  of  the  Suwannee  River. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Harris  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  An  act 
entitled  An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Oliver  Price  to  that  of  Oliver 
Delk,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  January  8,  1853; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

The  mle  being  waived,  Mr.  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  was  permit- 
ted to  introduce,  without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An 
act  defining  the  duties  of  witnesses  in  the  several  Courts  of  tliis 
State ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Baisden  was  permitted  to  introduce 
without  previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Ab- 
salom W.  Smith  to  establij-h  a  Ferry  across  Suwannee  River ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  and  read  the  sec- 
ond and  third  times  by  its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisdcn,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Chjlstiei 
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HoUaman,  Jones  of  Nassau^  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Porter, 
Presoott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall— 29. 

Nays — None. 

•So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

'Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Langford  was  permitted  to  introduce 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entilled  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  Physicians  who  are  summoned  to  attend  Coroner's 
Juries ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  the 
second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  rules  be  waived  and  that  said  bill  be 
-re&d  a  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then   ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Haynes  was  permitted  to  introduce 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  proof 
of  title  to  land,  and  other  purposes ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Pope  introduced  a  bill  to  be  enti- 
tied  An  act  to  legitimatize  and  change  the  names  of  certain  persons 
therein  named ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read 
the  second  time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tinne  on 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Carter  gave  notice  that  he  would  at  a  future  day  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  requiring  the  oath  of  secre- 
cy to  be  administered  to  witnesses  to  testify  before  a  Grand  Jury, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Dnmmett  was  permitted  to  introduce 
without  previous  notice,  the  following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  preservation  of  Bridges ;  and 

A  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  amendatory  of  the  Act  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  Coroner's  Juries,  approved  24th  January,  1851  ; 

Which  were  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time  by  their  titles,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-mor- 
row. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Galbraith  was  permitted  to  introduee 
without  previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  revive  certain 
Acts  heretofore  passed  in>eference  to  the  re  establishment  of  records 
destroyed  by  fire ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  the  rule  being  waived  read  the 
second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Ncel  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 
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Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haynes,  Messrs.  Haynes,  Parsons  and  Pope 
vere  appointed  a  Committee  of  Conference  to  act  with  a  similar 
Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  disagreement 
upon  amendments  to  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the 
abdaction  and  escape  of  Slaves  from  this  State  ; 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  VanZant  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  attachment  laws  now  in  force  in  this 
State; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  presentment  of  the  Grand 
Jury  of  Jackson  County,  recommending  that  jurisdiction  in  cases  of 
misdemeanors  be  given   to  Justices   of  the  Peace ; 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Haynes  presented  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Florida, 
asking  the  passage  of  An  act  restraining  Negroes  from  Piloting  on 
the  St  Johns  River; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Haynes,  Dummett  and  Wall. 

Mr.  Parsons  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas  Chave  and  oliiers, 
citizens  of  Hernando  County,  asking  the  passage  of  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  said  Chave  ; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Propositions 
and  Grievances. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read  : 

Senate  Chamber,         ) 
January  3, 1855.  ) 
Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir  : — The  Senate  has  refused  to  recede  from  Senate  amendment 
to  House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  abduction  and  es- 
cape of  slaves  from  this  State,  aud  has  appointed  Messrs.  Hopkins^ 
Filer  and  Eppes  a  Committee  of  conference  to  act  with  a  similar 
Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  regard  to 
said  amendments. 

The  Senate  has  ordered  to  be  printed  75  copies  of  the  following 
bill,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tallahassee  and 
Georgia  Railroad  Company. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  have  passed  the  Senate,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Revenue  Laws  of  this 
State  concerning  Saw  Mills ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  An  act  entitled  An  act  ta 
restore  the  force  and  operation  of  the  General  Laws  of  this  State,  in^ 
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relation  to  the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color  into  this  State, 
approved  December  15,  1854 ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  planting  withoat  a 
fence  in  Walton  County  ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Benjamin  Marshell 
to  charge  Wharfage  in  the  Town  of  Milton  ; 

House  resolution  relative  to  copying  the  Laws  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, with  the  following  amendment,  viz : 

Strike  out  ihe  words  "  same  compensation"  between  the  words 
"  same"  and  "  be,"  and  insert  the  words  "  sunuof  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars"  in  lieu  thereof;  also  strike  out  all  the  remain- 
der of  the  resolution  ader  the  word  '*  service"  in  the  6th  line ;  and 

House  resolution  in  relation  to  mail  route  with  the  following 
amendment,  viz : 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  our  Senators  be  instmcted  and  our 
Representative  be  requested  to  procure  from  Congress  an  extension 
of  the  Post  Route  now  established  from  Stillipica,  in  Madison  Coun- 
ty, to  Finholloway,  as  far  as  to  Spring  Warrior,  ami  that  they  orge 
upon  the  proper  department  the  necessity  of  establishing  the  Post 
Route  from  Madison  Court  House  via  Cook's  Hammock,  Troy, 
Boston,  Old  Town,  to  Clay  Landing  in  Levy  County. 

In  which  amendments  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives is  respectfully  requested 

Yery  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 

Ordered  that  the  House  bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate  withoat 
amendment  be  enrolled,  and  that  the  Senate  bills  and  amended 
House  resolutions  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  bills  and  resolutions  which  had  passed  the  Hoase 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  viz  : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  re-establishment  of 
the  Records  of  St.  Lucie  County ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  State  Lands,  approved  De- 
cember 31,  1852; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Elijah  Johnson  &  Co., 
to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  State  Lands 
lying  on  the  disputed  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  Georgia 
and  Florida ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  relative  to  Depositions  taken  under 
Commission  ; 

A  bill  to  b?  entitled  An  act  to  make  permanent  the  County  Site 
of  Holmes  County  at  a  place  known  as  Bear  Pen  Blnffin  said  Coon - 

ty; 
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A  bill  to  be  entiUed  An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Charles  Iryin 
Yincan,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act,  approved  Novem^ 
ber  21, 1828,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Lnm-^ 
ber  in  the  various  Counties  of  this  State ; 

Resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  contract  for  the  traogpori 
tation  of  the  Laws  and  Journals  of  the  present  General  Assembly^ 
and  for  other  purposes  ;  and 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting. 

Mr.  Harris  introduced  a  resolution  authorizing  the  Comptroller  of 
Pnblic  Accounts  to  audit  the  account  of  Capt  Jernigan's  Compa- 
ny of  Volunteers ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  tibe  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Griev^ 
ances. 

The  Committee  on  Schools  and  Collies  made  the  following  re* 
port: 

The  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
Memorial  of  the  Intendant  and  Corporate  Authorities  of  the  City  of 
Tallahassee,  asking  that  the  Seminary  of  Learning  that  is  to  be  lo- 
cated West  of  the  Suwannee  be  located  in  this  City,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

ThB,t  the  Memorial  relates  to  a  subject  not  merely  of  local  mter-. 
est,  but  of  importance  to  the  whole  State.  The  poUcy  of  Congress 
in  making  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  State  for  two  Seminaries  of  Learn- 
ing, separate  from  the  lands  granted  for  Common  School  purposes, 
Tvas  based  upon  the  fact  that,  although  Conmion  Schools  are  neces- 
sary for  the  education  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  yet  the  re- 
quirements of  man,  and  tibe  welfare  of  society  and  of  the  StatCy. 
make  it  necessary  that  some  should  receive  a  higher  degree  of  educa- 
tion, and  pursue  the  study  of  science  to  greater  perfection  than  they 
can  in  Common  Schools.  This  grant  of  lands,  if  properly  applied, 
iBvill  enable  us  to  establish  in  this  State  two  Seminaries  of  Learning, 
of  a  high  order,  in  a  few  years,  which  otherwise  could  not  have  been 
done  for  a  long  time  to  come.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  within 
our  whole  State  there  is  not  a  College  where  a  young  man  can  re- 
ceive a  finished  education,  or  enjoy  those  aids  which  are  necessary 
to  the  successful  study  of  science.  In  order  to  obtain  these,  our 
youth  must  abandon  the  advantages  and  influences  of  home  to  per< 
feet  their  education  in  other  States.  If  the  grant  be  diverted  from 
its  present  purpose,  or  the  Seminaries  be  wrongly  located,  ijt  is  highly 
probable  that,  for  many  years  to  come,  Florida  wilt  be  the  only 
State  in  the  Union  which  will  have  no  College  or  Seminary  of  Learn- 
ing of  a  high  order  within  its  limits.  State  pride,  if  nothing  else, 
should  induce  our  people  to  give  what  assistance  tiiey  can  to  those 
29  H 


Digitized  by 


Google 


226 

who  are  willing,  at  much  expense  to  themeelves,  to  make  Ae  effort 
to  establish  a  College  in  this  State.  The  people  of  Florida  are  not 
so  peculiarly  deficient  in  this  respect,  as  to  preclude  the  hope  that 
such  an  institution  can  be  established. 

The  proposition,  which  has  been  favorably  received  bj  many,  that 
the  grant  be  so  altered  as  to  give  the  Seminary  Fund  to  Common 
School  purposes,  your  Committee  do  not  think  wise,  or  that  it  could 
be  productive  of  any  practical  benefit  to  the  State  at  large,  or  at  ail 
promote  the  cause  of  education.  The  appropriation  of  lands  for 
Common  Schools  we  think  abundantly  large  to  raise  a  fund  for  that 
purpose,  by  the  time  the  people  of  the  State  are  prepared  for  the 
practical  operation  of  a  Common  School  system.  Your  Committee 
cannot  see  the  wisdom  of  diverting  a  fond,  which  can  be  practically 
applied  now,  from  its  original  purpose  to  one  which  cannot  be  ac- 
complished for  many  years.  Besides,  the  Seminary  Fund,  if  divided 
amongst  the  various  Counties  for  Common  Schools  or  Academies, 
will  give  such  a  trifling  amount  to  each,  that  it  will  be  utterly  worA- 
less  for  any  purpose  whatever.  The  advocates  of  this  plan  shonld 
reflect  that  Common  Schools  must  have  teachers,  and  it  is  one  of  tbc 
main  objects  of  Aese  Seminaries  of  Learning  to  educate  young  men 
for  that  profession.  It  is  highly  important  that  we  should  have  teach- 
ers from  amongst  our  own  people,  and  not  be  compelled  to  sen4  to 
distant  States  for  those  to  teach  our  youth  who  are  naturally  the 
enemies  of  our  institutions ;  and  also  that  we  should  have  for  teach- 
ers men  of  talent  and  thorough  education,  and  not  merely  those  who 
resort  to  this  business  because  they  can  make  a  living  at  nothing 
else. 

As  to  the  point  at  wliich  the  Seminary  of  Learning  West  of  the 
Suwannee  should  be  located,  which  is  the  subject  discussed  in  the 
Memorial,  we  are  aware  that  no  recommendation  of  the  Conmiiitee, 
whatever  it  might  be,  could  give  satisfaction  to  every  village  and 
neighborhood  in  tliis  section  of  the  State  :  this  cannot  l>e  expectrti, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  case.  The  Memorial,  (which  has  bfen 
printed  in  the  Journal  of  the  Senate,)  sets  forth  the  reasons  for  lo- 
cating the  Western  Seminary  at  tlie  City  of  Tallahassee.  It  is  un- 
necessary tliat  wo  should  repeat  them  here:  we  consider  them 
strong  and  just  Tliere  is  one  consideration  which  we  tliink  of  much 
importance  :  it  is,  that  Tallahassee  being  the  seat  of  Govermnent  an 
institution  located  at  this  place  will  be  under  tlie  immediate  eye  of 
the  Government  and  the  Legislature,  and  might  be  so  organized  and 
conducted  as  to  enlist  the  patronage  of  a  large  portion  of  the  State. 

Finally,  the  law  provides  that  the  interest  only  of  the  Fund  shall 
be  applied  for  the  purpose  of  e&i^ablishing  the  Seminaries,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  establish  them  from  this  source  alone.  Other  means 
are  necessary  for  the  purpose.  The  City  of  Tallahassee  offers  ten 
thousand  doUars  in  cash,  and  an  endowment  of  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum,  towards  establishing  the  institution  if  it  be  located  at 
this  place.     This  offer  is  very  liberal,  and  shows  the  interest  which 
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the  peo]Je  of  tlus  city  take  ia  tbe  cause  of  education.  It  is  the  only 
proposition  of  the  kind  which  has  been  made,  and  is  one  which  your 
Committee  think  the  interests  of  the  State  require  to  be  accepted. 

For  these  reasons,  your  Committee  recommend  that  the  proposal 
of  the  memorialists  be  accepted,  and  tliat  the  Seminary  West  of  the 
Suwannee  be  located  at  Tallahassee ;  for  which  purpose  we  have 
prepared  a  Bill,  which  accompanies  this  Report 

J.  B.  GALBRAITH, 

Chairman.  - 

Which  was  received  and  the  accompanying  bill  to  be  entitled  An 
act  to  locate  the  Seminary  of  Learning  to  be  established  West  of 
the  Suwannee  River  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  tbe  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

The  Judiciary  Committee  made  the  following  report : 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  be  en- 
tided  An  act  to  cede  certain  property  to  the  City  of  Key  West,  hav- 
ing given  the  same  proper  consideration,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  see  no  sufficient  reason  why  the  water  privileges,  the 
property  of  the  State  of  Florida,  should  not  be  granted  to  the  City 
of  Key  West,  subject  to  certain  restrictions  which  are  embodied  in 
the  bill  herewith  reported. 

B.  C.  POPE, 
Chairman. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying  bill  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  of  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  cre- 
ate the  office  of  Librarian,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  it  is  important  that  the  books  now  belonging  to  the  State, 
and  which  are  highly  valuable,  should  be  preserved.  At  present  they 
are  in  charge  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  your  Committee  are  not 
aware  that  any  act  has  been  passed  for  the  proper  protection  and 
regulation  of  the  Library,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
which  attaches  the  office  of  Librarian  to  that  of  Secretary  of  State, 
defines  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  provides  compensation  there, 
for. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.  PARSONS, 

Chairman. 
Which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying  Bill  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 
The  Committee  on  Claims  made  the  following  report : 
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The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  \ieliom  was  referred  the  petitioD  of 
L.  C.  Demilly,  have  had  the  same  mider  consideratioiiy  and  ask 
leave  to 

REPORT : 

That  in  their  opinion  it  is  a  bad  precedent  for  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  establish  when  an  account  against  the  State  is  onoe  acted  on, 
and  what  is  believed  to  be  right  and  just  paid,  for  succeeding  As- 
sembles to  have  anything  to  do  with  them,  but  Uie  claim  of  Mr.  De- 
milly  now  before  qs,  the  Committee  do  not  believe  that  he  has  been 

{)aid  for  his  services.  He  received  in  all,  two  hundred  and  fifty  del- 
ars,  and  paid  out  of  this  amount  to  laborers  to  assist  in  cleaning  the 
arms  two  hundred  and  seven  dollars,  which  leaves  him  bot  forty-two 
dollars  for  two  months  labor,  which  your  Committee  deem  too  small 
an  amount  for  such  services. 

Your  Committee  have  prepared  a  resolution  allowing  him  one  hun- 
dred dollars  more,  which,  in  their  opinion,  will  pay  him  well  for  the 
services  performed 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

PHILIP  DELL, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Claims. 
Which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying  resolutioa  read  the 
first  and  second  times. 

Mr.  Shine  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution: 
Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That  the  Comptroller  is 
hereby  required  to  issue  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  in  favor  of 
L.  C.  Demilly,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  oot  of 
any  jnoney  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in  fall  payment  for  repairing 
and  cleaning  arms  after  the  storm  of  1851. 
Which  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to- 
morrow. 

The  CoDunittee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report : 
The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the   followmg 
Bills  and  report  the  same  as  correctly  Enrolled : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  In- 
spectors of  Tar  and  Turpentine  in  this  State ; 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the  Coontj 
of  Hillsborough  the  Military  Reserve  embracing  Fort  Brooke  lor  t 
Commercial  Railroad  Depot ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  name  and  establish  the 
county  site  of  St  Lucie  County ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  admit  Anderson  J^  Peeler  to  pne- 
tice  law  in  the  several  Courts  of  this  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  BAISDEN, 

Chainnan. 
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Hie  foUowing  report  wm  reoeived  and  read: 

The  Seleet  (>>iniaittee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill "  to  incorpo-' 
Tate  the  Pidatka  and  Mioanopy  Phink  Road  Company/'  and  a  bUf 
"^^  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Palatka  and 
.Mieanopy  Plank  Road  Company/'  respectfully  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Palatka  and  Mi* 
canopy  Plank  Road  Company/'  does  not  contain  any  proTisions  at 
variance  with  the  policy  of  the  State;  and  the  work  being  one, 
"^diich  if  carried  out,  wonld  tend  to  the  advancement  of  such  policy, 
^e  respectfully  recommend  that  this  bill  pass. 

That  the  bill  *'  to  be  entitled  An  act  granthig  certain  lands  to  the 
Palatka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company/'  restricts  the  donation 
entirely  to  that  class  of  land  known  as  '<  swamp  and  overflowed 
land/'  That  although  your  Committee  are  opposed  to  the  granting 
of  any  portion  of  those  lands  known  as  ''Internal  Impiovement 
Itands"  and  ''  School  Lands"  to  works  of  local  interest,  yet  the  case 
in  regard  to  the  lands  above  mentioned  is  different  The  **  swamp 
lands/'  as  their  name  indicates,  and  by  the  condition  of  their  being 
granted  to  the  State  it  is  well  known  are,  in  their  present  condition, 
Talueless,  and  fbrm'sh  no  revenue  to  the  State.  That  as  Plank  Roads 
will  give  a  greatly  increased  value  to  those  portions  of  land^that  they 
may  pass  through  it  seems  but  equitable  that  a  moiety  of  this  increased 
value  should  be  given  to  those  whose  labor  and  capital  have  created 
it ;  and  that  whilst  at  the  same  time,  the  State  grants  these  lands  to 
assist  in  the  construction  of  these  works  of  great  value  to  the  inter- 
ests of  her  citizens,  she  has  her  j  remaining  lands  greatly  improved  in 
value,  and  her  revenue  increased  by  obtaining  purchasers  for*  lands 
which  would  otherwise  never  have  been  sold. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  this  bill  be  passed. 

E.  J.  DUMMETT, 

Chairman. 

Ordered  that  the  accompanying  bills  be  pii<^  among  the  Orders 
of  the  Day, 

The  following  report  and  resolutions  were  received  and  read : 

The  undersigned  Committee  of  the  House,  appointed  to  cb^  res* 
olntions  expressive  of  the  regret  and  deep  condolence  with  which 
they  received  the  melancholy  tidings  of  the  late  and  untimely  de- 
cease of  one  of  their  number,  in  the  death  of  the  Hon.  John  F.  De- 
\iritt  of  Jefferson  County,  Florida,  can  but  e^cpress  their  individual 
affliction  and  sorrow,  and  that  their  hearts  are  penetrated  by  die 
gloom  oast  alike  upon  the  Home,  as  the  State*  of  the  deceased,  by 
the  afflicting  dispensation  which  an  **  Allwise  Providence"  has  thus 
•een  proper  to  visit  upon  them. 

The  deceased  was  intimately  known,  and  generally  esteemed  in  the 
County  which  he  represented  so  honorably  to  himself  and  beneficially 
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to  his  coostitoentg  for  two  saecessive  terms  in  the  LegUatare  of 
the  State,  and  bid  fair  bj  his  zeal,  indostrj  and  tmthfni  integrity  of 
character,  to  rise  to  a  still  higher  sphere  of  useftdness ;  bnt  cat  off 
in  the  morning  of  life,  the  loss  of  his  more  immediate  friends  is  com- 
mensurate with  that  of  the  State;  so  faithfnl,  capable  and  true  did 
he  prove  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him. 

llie  meed  of  *'  well  done"  was  truly  and  generally  accorded,  and 
his  loss  is  but  more  deeply  felt  as  the  memory  of  his  worth  and  ser- 
vices was  so  intimately  known  and  recognized  by  all  who  associa- 
ted with  him. 

To  the  family  of  the  deceased,  we  offer  our  most  heart-felt  sym- 
pathy, and  can  only  add  that  Providence,  ''  who  doeth  all  thingi 
well,"  **  tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  Lamb ;"  and  we  humbly 
trust  he  may  so  temper  this  trying  affliction  to  their  hearts,  as  to 
make  them  feel  he  is  but  called  hence  to  a  higher  and  purer  sphere 
of  light  and  life. 

The  Committee  present  the  following  preamble  resolutioos  for  the 
respectful  consideration  of  the  House. 

B.  W,  BELLAMY,  Chairman. 
JOSHUA  TAYLOR, 
Whbbbas,  It  has  pleased  Providence  to  remove  from  our  midst  John 

F.  Dewitt,  of  Jefferson  County,  Florida,  £Jid  thus  to  cut  off  in 

the  morning  of  life  while  hope  was  in  the  bud,  one  who  from  past 

fidelity  gave  such  rich  promise  of  future  and  greater  usefulness; 

And  Whereas,  the  deceased  was  intimately  known  and  connected 

with  the  Legislature  of  this  State  : 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  in  the  untimely  decease  of  the  late 
John  F*  I^witt,  of  Jefferson  County,  Florida,  the  State  has  lost  a 
worthy  ^^^^>  ^^  useful  citizen,  and  the  County  he  represented,  a 
zealous'*"^  influential  member. 

ff^  d  further  resolved.  That  we  extend  our  heart-felt  sympathy 
and  deepest  condolence  to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  as  a  to- 
ken of  re^P^ct,   will  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for  thirty 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  resolutions,  they  were  unani- 
mously adopted.  .    j      j 

The  following  report  was  received  and  read  : 

The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Preamble  and 
Resolutions  adopted  by  the  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Quincy  in  regard 
to  the  location  of  the  State  Seminary  west  of  the  Suwannee  Rive^ 
have  had  the  same  under  conwderation,  and  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following 

REPORT: 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  in  the  selection  of  a  locatioB 
ifor  said  Institution,  the  first  and  most  important  consideration  whieh 
longht  to  control  the  Legislature  in  its  actioh  in  the  premises^  is  that 
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of  health.  So  clear  is  the  eonriotion  of  your  Committee  on  tbitf 
point,  that  they  woold  not  d^m  any  mere  peonniary  indacement, 
however  large,  safficient  to  justify  a  departure  from  this  controlling 
consideration.  Without  the  advantage  of  a  healthful  location,  no 
literary  institution  can  prosper  or  long  survive  its  establishment ;  for 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  patents  and  guardians,  having  the  con- 
trol of  youth,  would,  voluntarily  subject  them  to  the  casualties  of  an 
insalubrious  atmosphere. 

In  addition  to  healthfulness  of  location,  there  are  other  conside- 
rations which  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of,  and  amongst  the  most 
prominent  are  accessibility  and  centr^ness  of  position. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  natural  advantages,  your  Committee  do 
not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  town  oi  Quincy  stands  pre*eminently 
favorable.  The  location  of  the  town  is  in  a  high,  dry  and  elevated 
section  of  the  country,  surrounded  by  numerous  hills,^  and  abound- 
ing in  the  finest  of  free-stone  springs,  and  entirely  exempt  from  any 
local  caosea  of  disease ;  and  IJrom  its  first  settlement  it  has  enjoyed 
a  character  for  health  unsurpassed  by  any  other  town  in  the  State. 

In  regard  to  accessibility,  it  enjoys  advantages  superior  to  any 
other  town  west  of  the  Suwannee  River,  (with  the  exception  of  the 
oity  of  Tallahassee;)  being  upon  the  great  thoroughfare  of  travel. 
North  and  West,  from  the  Capitol  of  the  State. 

As  a  central  point  it  will  compare  favorably  with  any  other  loca- 
tion, whether  considered  geographically,  or  with  reference  to  popu- 
lation. 

Your  Committee  have  been  credibly  informed  that  there  is  in  suc- 
cessful operation  at  this  time,  a  literary  institution  known  as  the 
Quincy  Academy,  having  a  male  and  female  department  distinct 
from  each  other,  and  which  enjoys  an  annual  patronage  of  from  one 
hundred  and  twenty- five,  to  two  hundred  pupils.  This  institution 
\¥as  incorporated  about  the  year  1832,  and  has  been  in  continuous 
operation  down  to  the  present  time — a  period  of  nearly  twenty-three 
years.  A  fact  so  significant  as  this,  afibrds  the  best  commentary 
upon  the  character  of  the  people  amongst  whom  it  is  located,  and 
speaks  in  most  convincing  language  of  the  amount  of  interest  which 
they  might  be  expected  to  take  in  advancing  the  prosperity  of  the 
State  Seminary,  should  it  be  located  amongst  them. 

Your  Committee  are  also  informed  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Quin- 
cy Academy  have  tendered  and  are  willing  to  donate  to  the  State 
the  edifice  and  lot  which  they  now  occupy,  for  the  use  and  accom- 
modation of  the  State  Seminary,  so  long  as  it  may  be  desirable  to 
occupy  the  same ;  and  that  the  citizens  have  also  pledged  themselves 
by  individual  subscriptions,  to  raise  such  an  amount  of  money  as 
may  become  necessary  to  enlarge  and  extend  the  present  edifice, 
should  the  patronage  of  the  Institution  require  such  enlargement. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  that 
the  State  Seminary  to  be  located  west  of  the  Suwannee  River,  ought 
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to  he  established  at  the  town  of  Qvinej,  «  Gadadeii  Coaid;jryaodiii 
accordance  with  that  recommendatioDy  they  beg  lesre  to  lepert  Ae 
accompaoyiDg  bilL 

All  of  which  IB  most  respectfidlj  sobnakted, 

DAVID  W.  HOLLAMAN,  Chaiimao. 

BARTON  C.  POPE. 

W.  M.  C.  NEEL. 

LYMAN  W.  ROWLEY. 
The  accompanying  bill,  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  die 
location  of  the  State  Seminary  west  of  the  Snwanuee  River,  was 
read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  to*mor' 

TOW. 

The  following  report  was  received ; 

The  Select  Commtttee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bUl  to  be  entitled 
Bn  act  to  prevent  non-residents  of  this  State  from  hunting  or  IdlMDg 
any  deer  or  other  game  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  and  lor  other 
purposes,  have  considered  the  same  and  ask  leaye  to«eport  it  back 
to  the  Honse  with  the  accompanying  amendment^  and  Aat  the 
Committee  be  discharged  from  its  forther  consideratioa. 

RespectfoUy  sabmitted, 

J.  CARTER,  ChairauuL 

Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  ^aced  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  resolution  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was: 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hajne^ 
HoHaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Porter, 
Prescott,  Riviere,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall— 26. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Fennell  and  Shine~2. 

So  the  Resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  alter  the  provisions  of  the  grant  of 
land  for  establishing  two  Seminaries  of  Learning  in  this  State ; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Rowley  was  permitted  to  withdraw  said  Resolution. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  Town  of 
Jacksonville ; 

Was  read  a  third  time  by  its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon 
which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Chris- 
tie, Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  FenneU,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris, 
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HajneSy  HoUaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Laogford,  Parsons,  Pope^ 
Prescott,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall — 2^, 

Nays — Messrs.  Dummett,  Neel,  Porter,  Riviere,  Rowley  and 
Thompson  of  Levy — 6. 

So  the  bill  was  lost,  not  having  received  the  requisite  Constitution- 
al majority. 

A  bill  to  he  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  Cuba  and  United 
States  Submarine  and  Territorial  Magnetic  Telegraph  Company  to 
psss  lines  of  Telegraph  through  the  State  of  Florida,  and  to  protect 
the  same ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  the  following 
proviso : 

**  Provided,  That  no  exclusive  rights  and  privileges  shall  be  gran-* 
ted  by  this  Act ;" 

Which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  waived,  and  said  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  by  its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Dismnkes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Ri- 
viere, Rowley,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Ro- 
sa, and  WaU— 27. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  vote  rejecting  a  bill  to  be  enti- 
tled An  act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  Town  of  Jacksonville,  was 
reconsidered. 

Said  bill  was  again  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote 
was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes, 
HoUaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and 
Wall— 25. 

Nays — Messrs.  Carter,  Dummett,  Porter,  Rowley  and  Thompson 
of  Levy — 5. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  bill  was  lost,  not  having  re- 
ceived the  requsite  Constitutional  majority. 

Mr.  Parsons  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Upon  the  question  '^  shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained  V 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Rowley  and  Carter, 
and  were  as  follows : 
Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dummett,  Fenneli,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  HoUaman,  Penn, 
Porter,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  VanZant — 17. 
80  H 
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Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Disnotikes,  Hajnes,  Jones  of  Nassso, 
Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Tajior,  Thompson  of  Levy 
and  Wall— 12. 

So  the  House  sustained  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  said  b31 
was  lost. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  4th  clause  of  the  3d 
Chapter  of  the  4th  division  of  the  laws  in  relation  to  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Haddock,  Parsons  and  Galbraith. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  adopt  an  equal  and  uniform  mode 
of  Taxation  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parsons,  said  bill  was  amended  by  striking  oot 
the  word  "  fifth"  in  the  7th  section,  and  inserting  "  e^th"  in  Bea 
thereof. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  to  amend  the  second  section  by  adcfing  the 
fallowing  proviso : 

"  Provided,  That  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  of  property  be 
exempt  from  taxation ;" 

Upon  the  question  of  agreeing  to  said  amendment,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Rowley  and  Porter,  and  were  u 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Dummett,  Fennell,  HaddodL, 
Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott, Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Taylor*  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa 
—17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Carter,  Christie,  Coombs,  Ddl,  Dis- 
mukes,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Parsons,  Penn,  Porter,  Thompsoa 
of  Levy  and  Wall — 14. 

So  die  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rowley,  the  rule  was  waived  and  the  Wll  resd 
a  third  time  by  its  title  and  put  upon  ks  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Ddl,  Dummett, 
Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Taylor  and  Thompson  of  Levy— 
18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Coombs,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Hollaman, 
Neel,  Porter,  Ri\iere,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall — 10. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  the  bill  by  striking  out  tk 
word  "  uniform ;" 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Tlie  title  of  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Pope  offered  the  following  resolution : 
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lU$6lved  bff  ike  House  of  Representatives  (the  Senate  concurring,) 
That  the  General  Assembly  proceed  to  the  election  of  Clerk  of  Sie 
Supreme  Court,  Comptroller^  Treasurer  and  State  Engineer  and  Ge- 
ologist, at  half  past  12  o'clock ; 

Which  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate.     ^ 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  act  amendatoiy  of  the 
act  to  organize  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entided  an  act  to  provide  for  the  taking  of  the  Census 
in  1855  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeasr— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  John- 
ston, Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott, 
Riviere,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall — 2S, 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Bill  passed,  tide  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  P.  K.  Savage  and 
Haley  T.  Blocker; 

Came  up  on  its  tiiird  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  rule  was  waived  and  said  bill  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Pope,  Carter,  Shine  and 
Cralbraitii. 

A  Committee  from  the  Senate  announced  that  that  body  had  re- 
fused to  concur  in  the  Resolution  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  State 
Officers,  at  half-past  12  o'clock. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  preserve  the  Records  of  the  Supreme 
Court; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
▼ote  was  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Dismukes, 
Dummett,  Fennell,  Haynes,  HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and 
Wall— 18. 

Nays — Mr.  Harris — L 

A  quorum  not  voting,  Mr.  Dummett  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
"which  was  ordered. 

Upon  calling  the  roll,  the  following  members  answered  to  their 
names,  viz: 

Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  HarriF, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons, 
Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thompson 
of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  and  Wall — ^29. 
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The  list  of  absentees  being  called,  the  Sei^geant-at-Anns  vfu  io^ 
ttnicted  to  cause  the  appearance  of  ike  absent  members. 

The  question  being  again  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  BiH  imdflr 
consideration,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Dismokes,  Dummett^HajneB, 
Pone,  Porter,  Rowley,  VanZant  and  Wall — 10. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coambs,  DeH, 
Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Taylor,  Th<nnp- 
ton  of  Levy  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — ^21. 

So  the  Bill  was  lost 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compen- 
sating the  several  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  this  State; 

Was  read  the  third  lime,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  tiie 
vote  wasT 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Haynes,  HoUarosD, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Taylor, 
Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZant  and  Wall — 22. 

Nays — Messrs.  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Prescott,  and  Thomp- 
son of  Santa  Rosa — 5. 

So  said  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  Leon  Lodge  No.  5, 
L  O.  O.  F; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Galbraith  was  permitted  to  withdraw  said  bill 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  incorporating  the 
Pensacola  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company,  approved  December  13, 
1852; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
ternal Improvements. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  on  Mileage ; 

Which  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Dell,  Shine,  Carter,  Porter  sod 
Hollaman  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Act  incorporating  the 
Florida  Railroad  Company ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  to  amend  the  first  Section  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing Proviso : 

Prcmided,  That  no  branch  road  shall  be  established  North  of  the 
route  from  Pensacola  to  Jacksonville,  indicated  in  the  Act  to  provide 
for  a  liberal  system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

The  rule  being  waived,  the  bill  was  road  a  third  time  by  its  title 
snd  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter, 
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Chmtie^  Del),  Dismukee,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes^  Hollaoian, 
Johimton,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thompson 
of  Levj  and  WaU— 21. 

Najs — Messrs.  Chaires,  Coombs,  Fennell,  Porter,  Riviere  and 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 6. 

So  the  bill  was  lost,  not  having  received  the  requisite  Constitution* 
al  majoritj. 

A  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Florida  and  Macon 
Railroad  Company ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
Tote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter^ 
Chaires,  Coombs,  Dell,  Disroukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  ^Haddock, 
Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Shine,  Taylor,  Thompson  of 
Leyy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall — 30. 

Nays — Mr.  Porter — 1. 

So  the  bill  possed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  House  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  its  session. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  answered  to  their 
names,  viz : 

Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Chaires,  Christie,  Dell,  Dummett,  Fennell, 
Galbraidi,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZant 
and  Wall— 20. 

A  quorum  not  being  present,  on  motion  the  doors  were  closed  and 
the  Sergeant-at-arms  instructed  to  cause  the  appearance  of  the  ah* 
sent  members. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  there  was  a  quorum  present 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  now  in  force  in 
relation  to  the  partition  of  Estates  real  and  personal ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
restore  the  force  and  operation  of  the  General  Laws  of  this  State  in 
relation  to  the  migration  of  Free  Persons  of  Color  into  this  State,  ap- 
proved December  15,  1854; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time  by  itti 
title,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  indefinitely  postponed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  amend  the  law  in  reference 
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to  tbe  estahliflhrnentof  twoSemmariesof  Leani^  tfab  State,  tud 
for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time  by  ita 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Ccmmittee  on  Schools  and  CoUegea. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Revenne  Laws  of 
this  State  concerning  Saw  Mills; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived  and  the  Bill  read  a  second 
time  bj  its  title. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  Bill  was  indefinitely  poa^KUied. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Resolution  in  relation  to  Mail  Routes,  with  the  Senate  amendment 
thereto; 

Came  up  in  order. 

On  motion,  the  House  concurred  in  said  amendment 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate,  and  that  tiw 
Resolution  as  amended  be  enrolled. 

Resolution  relative  to  copying  the  laws  of  the  present  Sesioii, 
with  the  Senate  amendment  thereto ; 

Came  up  in  order. 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  said  amendment 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  State  Librarian ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  to  amend  the  Fourth  Section,  by  striking  out 
"  twenty-five"  and  inserting  "  one  hundred" ; 

Which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  waived  and  said  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son of  Levy,  and  Wall — 20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Langford,  Neel,  Shine  and  VanlZant — 5. 

So  said  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Palatka  and 
Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  BiU  to  be  entitled  an  Act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Pa- 
latka and  Micadopy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Parsons  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
without  previons  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  regulate  the 
^es  of  State  Lands ; 
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Wbieh  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  seeond  tune 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  State  Lands. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Pope  was  permitted  to  introduce,  ac- 
'Cording  to  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  alter  and 
change  the  laws  now  in  force  in  this  State  in  reference  to  the  limita- 
tion of  Actions; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Galbraith  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
according  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief 
of  William  H.  Branch  of  Leon  Countj ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  tune,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time 
by  its  dtle,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Haynes  was  permitted  to  introduce,, 
without  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entided  an  Act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  Patrol  Laws  of  this  State ; 

Woich  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  sedond^ 
time  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'- 
clock. 


FRIDAY,  January  5,  1855. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of 
yesteniay  was  dispensed  with. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Langford  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  an  act  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  State  Lands  in  Florida ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
tune  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  Sergeant-atArms  was  instructed 
to  purchase  crape  for  the  use  of  the  members  in  the  observance  of 
the  resolution  adopted  on  yesterday,  to  wear  mourning  as  a  ti'ibute 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Dewitt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Langford,  the  Committee  on  Corporations  was 
instructed  to  report  upon  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  remove  ob- 
structions to  the  navigation  of  the  Suwannee  River. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Harris  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
'without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  M.  Hanson  and  U.  Roddick ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
Hine  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  Messrs.  Baisden  and  VanZant  were  ex- 
eased  from  further  attendance  at  this  Session  after  Tuesday  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BeUamy,  leave  of  absenoe  was  granted  to  Mr^ 
Taylor  imtil  Tuesday  next. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Rowley,  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  in* 
corporate  the  Lrgoon  and  Perdido  Canal  Company  was  takes  from 
the  table  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Harris  presertted  the  petition  of  John  M.  Hanson  asking  the 
passage  of  an  act  granting  him  permission  to  enter  certain  State 
Lands ; 

Which  was  read. 

The  role  being  waived,  Mr.  Penn  was  permitted  to  introdaee  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  establishing  a  regular  rate  of  ConamisaoDS 
at  the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Dell  introdaced  a  resolution  asking  Congress  to  establish  cer- 
tain mail  routes  in  Alachua  County ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to*morrow. 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  bill  to  be  entiUed  An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  Landros, 
(Solicitor  of  the  Western  Circuit  of  Florida,  having  had  the  saaie  in- 
der  consideration,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  examined  the  claim  of  J.  M.  Landram,  and  be- 
lieving it  to  be  a  just  one,  would  respectfully  recommend  the  psa- 
sage  of  said  bill  for  his  relief. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  P.  PENN, 
Chairman. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  placed  among  ^ 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  bills  and  resolution  which  had  passed  the  Home 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  en  tided  An  act  to  authorize  Absalom  W.  Smith  to  es- 
tablish a  ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  Cuba  and  Unitod 
States  Submarine  and  Territorial  Magnetic  Telegraph  Company,  to 
pass  lines  of  Telegraph  through  the  State  of  Florida,  and  to  protect 
the  same; 

A  bill  to  be  entitied  An  act  to  adopt  an  equal  and  uniform  mode 
of  Taxation  in  this  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  taking  of  the  Ces- 
sus  of  1855  in  this  State ; 

Resolution  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  mode  ^  conpeo- 
sating  the  several  Solicitors  or  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  this  Stele; 
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Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  State  Librariao.. 

The  Jadloiary  Committee  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  tOk 
be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  fifth  Judicial  Circuit,  having  givea 
careful  consideration  to  the  objects  of  said  bill,  and  other  matters 
having  proper  connection  therewith,  beg  leave  to  report  the  bill 
back  to  the  House  with  the  additional  sections  thereto  appended, 
and  ask  for  them  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  House. 

B.  C.  POPE,^ 
Chairman. 

Messrs.  Galbraith  and  Parsons  dissenting. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  Judiciary  Conunittee  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Dower^  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  see  no  reason  for  the  change  proposed  by  said  bill  of 
,  the  present  Laws  in  relation  to  Dower,  therefore  return  the  bill  to 
the  House  and  recommend  that  it  do  not  pass. 

B.  C.  POPE, 
Chairman. 
Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  placed  among  the. 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report : 
The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the  following 
bill  and  find  the  same  correctly  Enrolled: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a  liber- 
al system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  BAISDEN, 

Chairman. 
The  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs  made  the  following  report : 
The  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  so  muph 
of  the  message  of  the  Governor  as  relates  thereto,  have  considered 
the  same,  and  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  there  seems  to  be  no  conflict  of  sentiment  upon  the  single 
question  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians  from  the  State,  but  the  public 
mind  is  not  so  firmly  settled  upon  the  particularpolicy  to  be  pursued 
most  likely  to  succeed ;  and,  it  is  this  part  of  the  subject  the  Com- 
mittee have  considered,  and  particularly  to  express  and  recommend 
a  preference  between  measures  of  force  and  peaceable  coercion. — 
The  Committee  prefer  the  latter,  fully  concurring  in,  and  earnestly 
recommending  this  policy  as  now  being  developed  hy  the  military 
31  JlL 
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movements  in  the  Peninsula.  The  military  station  at  Fort  Brooke 
has  been  partially  abandoned  and  established  at  Ponto  Rassa,  near 
Charlotte  Harbor,  on  the  Gulf  coast,  from  which  point  the  troops  are 
being  posted  on  aline  northeast,  to  Lake  Okeechobee,  thence  south- 
east to  the  Atlantic,  materially  reducing  the  limits  and  circumscrib- 
ing the  privileges  of  the  Indians.  The  former  reserve,  in  the  rear  of 
the  troops,  is  opened  to  settlement  and  occupation,  and  is  being 
now  surve^^ed,  and  the  disposable  military  force  employed  opening 
roads  and  building  bridges,  which  will  greatly  facilitate  the  settle- 
ment and  occupation  of  the  country.  There  is  observed,  also,  a 
stinct  non-intercourse,  by  which  they  are  entirely  deprived  of  the 
privilege  and  benefits  of  trade.  If  these  measures  succeed  in  effect* 
ing  their  peaceable  removal,  as  it  is  believed  they  will,  the  end  de- 
sired will  have  been  accomplished  through  the  instrumentality  of 
means  at  the  same  time  contributing  materially  to  the  settlement 
and  development  of  the  country,  while  the  sacrifice  incident  to  border 
troubles  will  have  been  avoided. 

In  advantages  and  natural  resources  they  are  formidable,  and  tbeir 
inferiority  in  numbers  furnishes  no  assurance  of  their  inability  to  re- 
sist or  protract  anefllbrtof  force,  which  should  not  be  resorted  tooalj 
upon  hostile  demonstrations  on  their  part  Upon  that  contingenej 
alone,  your  Committee  recommend  measures  of  force. 

The  Constitution  and  laws  confer  upon  the  Executive  all  necessary 
authority  to  repel  sudden  invasion  or  insurrection,  and  the  Commit- 
tee therefore  deem  it  unnecessary  to  continue  in  force  the "  act  to 
provide  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  now  remaining  in  Florida  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  State,"  and  believing  it  defective  in  its  profis. 
ions  and  inadequate  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  purposes  for  whieh 
it  was  enacted,  the  Committee  herewith  report  a  bill  for  its  repeal 
and  recommend  that  it  be  passed. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  CARTER, 
Chariman  CommiUee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  following  report  was  received  : 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  refened  the  Governor's 
Message  and  Documents  relating  to  the  suit  now  pending  in  tbeSn- 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  settle  the  Boundary  Line  be- 
tween the  States  of  Georgia  and  Florida,  have  considered  the  same, 
and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

Your  Committee  find  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
had  ordered  a  joint  commission  to  examine  the  points  in  dispute  as 
to  the  true  head  or  source  of  St  Mary's  river,  and  to  run  a  line  or 
lines  thence  to  the  junction  of  the  Flint  and  Cfaattafaoochie  rirers.— 
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That  commission  proceeded  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  prescribed 
by  the  order  of  the  Court,  and  had  nearly  completed  the  same, 
when  the  Commissioner  and  Surveyor  named  therein  by  the  State  of 
Georgia,  withdrew  from  further  co-operation  to  bring  their  joint  la- 
bors to  a  close,  at  the  instance  and  under  the  orders  of  the  Govern- 
or of  Georgia,  which  necessarily  suspended  further  operations  on  the 
part  of  those  named  by  the  State  of  Florida. 

Your  Committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  causes  of  this  suspension,  further  than  to  say  that  they  fully  ap- 
prove and  sustain  the  action  of  the  Governor  of  this  State,  and  of 
Col.  Bern.  F.  Whitner,  the  Commissioner  of  Florida,  in  the  discharge 
of  his  delicate  and  important  trust,  and  the  Committee  think  them  in 
no  wise  responsible  that  the  order  of  the  Court  was  not  fully  com- 
pleted. 

Your  Committee  have  examined  the  expense  account  of  said  Com- 
missioner, and  find  its  items  reasonable  and  proper,  and  that  there  is 
a  balance  still  due  of  thirty  dollars  31-100  on  this  account. 

Your  Committee  find  that  the  Commissioner  in  behalf  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  has  been  paid  by  that  State  for  his  services  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  Georgia  Surveyor  has  al- 
so been  paid  by  his  State  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars for  his  services,  besides  defraying  personal  and  camp  expenses, 
and  hand  hire.  The  Committee  recommend,  therefore,  that  provis- 
ion be  made  by  law  for  paying  to  the  Florida  Commissioner  and 
Surveyor  the  like  sums  for  their  services,  as  well  as  for  paying  the 
small  balance  on  the  expense  account. 

Your  Committee  have  no  doubt  that  these,  with  all  other  expenses 
which  have  been  or  may  be  incurred  by  Florida  in  relation  to  this 
question  of  disputed  boundary,  are  rightfully  chargeable  to  and  will 
be  ultimately  defrayed  by  the  United  States,  as  the  proprietor  of  the 
disputed  territory. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  provision  be  made  to  meet  any 
expenses  that  may  be  incurred  in  the  further  progress  of  this  boun- 
dary suit,  and  for  these  several  purposes  they  ask  leave  to  report  by 
bill. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  B.  GALBRAITH,  Chairman. 
PHILIP  DELL, 
R.  A.  SHINE. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  read  the  first  time 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  following  report  was  received  : 

The  Select  Connnlttie  to  who^n  was  refencd  "  A  bill  to  be  enti- 
tled an  act  to  amend  the  4th  clause  of  the  3rd  Chapter  of  the  4th 
Division  of  the  Laws  in  relation  to  crimes  and  misdemeanors,"  have 
considered  the  same  and  ask  leave  to 
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REPORT: 

That  the  bill  provides  that ''  opprobrions  words*'  mflj  be  gtten  \h 
evidence  in  cases  of  assault  and  battery.  Your  Committee  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  bill. 

J.   R.  HADDOCK, 
J.  B.  GALBRAITH, 
JNO.  PARSONS. 
Which  was  read  and  the  accompanying  bill  placed  among  the  Or- 
ders of  the  Day. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Senate  Chakbes,  > 
January  5th,  1855.      ) 
Hon.  of  Speaker  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  : — The  Senate  has  concurred  in  House  amendments  to  fiie 
following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting;  and 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  C]^ 
cujt  Court  of  Calhoun  County. 

The  following  bills  have  passed  the  Senate,  viz : 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Gregory  Yneistra  and  F. 
B.  Bobe,  to  establish  a  wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Celestino  Gonzalez  to  es- 
tablish a  wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  extend  the  limitation  of  MerchaDts' 
Accounts  in  this  State ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Bfana- 
tee,  without  amendment ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Elijah  Johnson,  and 
Co.,  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River,  witiioit 
amendment;  and 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
Swamp  or  Internal  Improvement  lands  from  the  United  States,  widi- 
out  amendment. 

House  resolution  asking  Congress  to  grant  the  several  Counties 
the  sixteenth  sections  within  their  limits,  has  been  lost  in  the  Senate. 

Very  respectftilly, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate^ 
Ordered  that  the  Hoase  bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate  be  en- 
rolled, and  the  Senate  bills  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 
Hon.  Speaker  cfthe  House  of  Representatives : 

Senate  Chaucbee,  January  5th,  1855. 
SiK : — ^The  Senate  has  adopted  the  enclosed  resolution,  and  re» 
pectfnlly  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

yery  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
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On  motion^  tbid  ^me  eoneorred  ia  the  reaolotfatti,  and  M«ms* 
Uarrisy  Hajnes  and  Christie  were  appointed  a  committee  to  infortn 
the  Senate  thereof. 

The  rale  being  waived^  Mr.  Parsons  was  permitted  to  introdnce 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  several 
-acts  therein  mentioied ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion^  the  rale  was  waived,  and  said  bill  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

Mr.  Shine  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  75  copies  thereof  be  printed ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parsons,  said  bill  was  postponed  until  Monday. 

The  rale  being  waived  to  permit  Mr.  Holiaman  to  make  a  motion, 
Mr.  Holiaman  moved  that  Senate  resolution  relative  to  copying  the 
laws  of  the  present  session,  be  taken  Irom  the  table  and  placed 
among  the  Orders  of  the  Day ; 

WUch  was  agreed  to,  and  said  resolutioi:  was  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY* 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
change  the  name  of  Oliver  Price  to  that  of  Oliver  Delk,  and  for  oth* 
er  pai  poses,  approved  January  8,  1853 ; 

Was  read  die  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third  time  by 
its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Christie,  Dismukes,  Gal- 
braith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Nangford,  Neel,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Riviere  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Dell,  Fennell,  Johnston,  Parsons,  Porter, 
and  WaU— 7. 

So  the  bill  passed— title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rale  being  waived,  Mr.  Bellamy  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  relating  to  crimes  and  misdemeanors ; 

Which  was  read  (he  first  time. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  said  bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  seventy-five  copies  of  the  bill  be  printed ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words 
•*  or  castration  ;*' 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  House  reconsider  the  vote  concurring  in 
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Ae  Rosolation  of  the  Senate  to  prooeed  to  the  election  of  State  Offi- 
eers  at  12  o'clock  ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  pajment  of  Physi* 
cians  who  are  sammoned  to  attend  Coroner's  Juries ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage^  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Holla- 
man,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Riviere,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  VanZant — 22, 

Nays — Messrs.  Harris,  Haynes  and  Shine — 3. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  defining  the  duties  of  Witnesses  in  the 
several  Courts  of  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  tlie 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dismukes,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Haynes,  HoUaman,  Langford,  Peno, 
Pope,  Prescott,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  W^ — 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Carter,  Dummett,  Harris,  Johnston,  Jones 
of  Nassau,  Neel,  Riviere  and  Thompson  of  Levy — ^9. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  proof  of  title  to  land,  aod 
for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  legitimatize  and  change  the  names 
of  certain  persons  therein  named  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Coombs,  Dismukes,  Gal- 
braith, Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Penn, 
Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and 
VanZant— 18. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Chaires,  Dell,  Dummett,  Fennell, 
Hollaman,  Johnston  and  Wall — 8. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Coro- 
ner's Juries,  approved  January  24,  1851 ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Coombs,   Dell,   Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,   Galbraith,   Hanis, 
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Hajnes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel, 
Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosa  and  Wall— 26. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  He  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  a  call  of  the  House  ; 

Which  was  ordered. 

Upon  calling  the  roll,  the  following  members  were  present,  viz : 

Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismultes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith, 
Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Row- 
ley, Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  instructed  to  cause  the  appearance  of 
Hie  absent  members. 

Mr.  Coombs  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  of  ten  minutes ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  House  was  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  Sea- 
ate,  and  a  Committee  appointed  to  inform  the  Senate  of  the  readi- 
ness of  the  House  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  State  officers. 

The  Senate  entered  the  Hall,  and  the  President  by  invitation  of 
the  Speaker,  took  the  Chair. 

The  President  announced  that  the  object  of  the  Joint  meeting 
was  the  election  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  Treasurer, 
State  Engineer  and  Geologist  and  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

On  motion,  the  Joint  meeting  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Comp- 
troller of  Public  Accounts. 

Mr.  Long,  (of  the  Senate,)  nominated  Theadore  W.  Brevard  of 
Leon  County. 

Mr.  Shine^  (of  the  House,)  nominated  Simon  Towle  of  Leon  Coun- 

The  first  vote  resulted  as  follows : 

For  Bsxvabd. — Senate — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  Brinson, 
Cone,  Criglar,  Filor,  Hawes,  Long  and  Provence — 9. 

House — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Par- 
sons, Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  VanZant  and  Wall 
—20.    Total— 29. 

For  Towlk. — Senate — Messrs.  Eppes,  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Nich- 
olson, Smith  and  Tracy — 1, 

House — Messrs.  Brown,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Hollaman, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Riviere,  Shine  and 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa— 12.     Total— 19. 

The  President  declared  there  was  no  election. 

The  Joint  meeting  proceeded  to  a  second  voting,  which  resulted 
as  follows: 
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Fob  Beevabd. — Senate — Mr,  Prerident,  MesiBm   Bfa^  Brinsoo^ 

Cone,  Criglar,  Filor,  Hawes,  Lo«g  and  Provence — ^9. 

House — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy^  Carter,  Chairas, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynea,  Par- 
sons, Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Thompsoci  of  Levy, 
VanZant  and  Wall— 21.     Totat— 30. 

For  Towle. — Senate — Messrs.  Eppes,  Gilli8»  HopfcinSy  Myriek, 
Nicholson,  Smith  and  Tracy — 7. 

House — Messrs.  Brown,  DismiikeB,  Fennell,  Haddock.  HolLunao, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  JEUviere^  Sbine  and 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa— 12.     Total— 19. 

The  President  declared  Mr.  Brevard  duly  elected  Cooaptrdlar  of 
Public  Accounts  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

On  motion,  the  Jomt  meeting  proceeded  to  the  •Esction  of  State 
Engineer  and  Geologist 

Mr.  Long,  (of  the  Senate,)  nominated  F.  L.  DaDcy  of  St  Jebn 
-County. 

Mr.  Shine,  (of  the  House,)  nominated  WilliaiB  T.  Stocktoo  of 
<7adsden  County. 

The  vote  was  as  follows : 

For  Dancy. — Senate — Mr.  President,  Meaanu  Bird,  ft'maoD, 
'Cone,  Criglar,  Filor,  Hawes,  Long  and  Provence — 0. 

House — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chains, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Hams,  Haynaa,  Par- 
;8ons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Hiompaon  o#  Levy, 
VanZant  and  Wall— 21.    Total— 80. 

For  SroeKTON, — denote-— Measrs.  Eppes,  GiHia^  Hopkins  aid 
Nicholson — 4. 

House — ^Messrs.  Dismukos,  Fennell,  HoUaman,  Jotmaton,  Lang- 
ford,  Shine  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — ^7.    Total — 11. 

Blank. — ^fi^enote— Messrs.  Myrick,  Smith  and  Tracy — 3. 

House — Messrs.  Brown,  Haddock,  Jones  of  Nassau,.  Neel  aad 
ORiviere— 5.    Total— 8. 

The  President  declared  Mr*  Dancy  duly  eleetad  Stale  EUigmeer 
and  Geologist 

On  motion,  the  Joint  meetiDg  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Treas- 
urer. 

Mr.  Long,  (of  the  Senate^)  nominated  Charles  H.  Awlin  of  Limo 
•County. 

The  vote  was  as  follows : 

For  Austin. — Senate — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bkd,  BrinaoB, 
Cone,  Criglar,  Eppes,  Filor^  Hawes,  Long,  Myiiok,  Provence  aod 
Tracy— 12. 

House — Mr.  Speaker,  Mossrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Bfewn,  Carter, 
Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  FenneU,  Gal- 
braith, Harris,  Haynes,  Jmm»  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Paraom, 
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Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Preabotl,  Rowky,  Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZant 
and  Wall— 27.    Total— 39. 

Blank. — iS(»Mife— Mesam  OilBs^  Hopkiiii»  Nioholaon  and  Smith 
—4. 

jK)U9e-«-M«s8r8.  Holfammi,  Johnston,  Riviere,  Shine  and  Thomp* 
«on  of  Santa  Rosa— 5.    Total— *9. 

The  President  declared  Mr.  Austin  dulj  elected  Treasorer  of  the 
State  of  Florida. 

On  motion,  the  Joint  meeting  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Clerk 
ef  the  Supreme  Court 

Mr.  Dett,  (of  the  Home,)  nominated  John  P.  E.  Savage  of  Leon 
County. 

Mr.  Bird,  (of  the  Senate,)  nominated  Alfred  L.  Woodward  of  Leon 
County. 

The  first  vote  resulted  as  folk>W8: 

For  Sataob.*— SReTMff— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Eppes^ 
GiUis,  Hawes,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 8. 

House — Messrs.  Chaires,  Coombs,  DeU,  Dmnmett,  Galbraithy 
Harris,  If ayaee,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Pope,  Porter,  Shine, 
VanZant  and  Wall— 14.    Totel— 22. 

Fob  Woodward. — Senate — ^Messrs;  Bird,  Criglar,  FHor,  Hop- 
kins, Long  and  Myrick — 6» 

House — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Dismnkes,  Fennell,  Neel,  Penn^ 
Pr^scott,  Riviere  and  Rowley— 9.    Total— 15. 

Bi.AifK.—$efia(e— Messrs.  Cone  and  Nicholson — 2, 

House — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Christie,  Haddock,  Hollaman, 
Lmngford,  Parsons  Thompson  of  Levy  and  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosft— 9.    Total  11. 

The  President  declared  Aere  was  no  election. 

Mr.  Penn  nominated  Benjamin  F.  PariLer  of  Calhoun  County. 

The  second  voting  resulted  as  follows : 

Fox  Savaob. — SmkOB — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brinson,  Eppes, 
Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Provence,  Smith  and  Tracy — 9. 

House — Messrs.  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dum- 
meU^  GalbraHh,  Harris,  Haynes,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Pope, 
Rowley,  Shine  and  Wall— 15.    Total— 24. 

Fob  WooDWASD. — ^^«7iale— Messrs.  Bird,  Criglar,  FHor,  Long 
and  Myrick — 5. 

,SbiM0 — Messrs.  Brown,  Dismnkes,  Fennell  and  Riviere  4.  To- 
tal—9. 

Foe  Pabksb. — fitenato— Mr.  Cone— 1. 

House — Messrs.  Baisden,  Haddock,  Neel,  Penn,  Porter,  Preseott 
and  VanZant— 7.    Total— 8. 

Bla2<7K. — Senate — Mr.  Nicholsmi — 1; 

House — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  HoUaman,  Langford,  Parsons^ 
Thompson  of  Levy  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 6.    Total— 7. 

The  FresUeat  deelared  that  there  was  no  election. 
32  H 
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Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  the  Joint  Meetii^  do  now  adjooni ; 

M'bich  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Joint  Meeting  then  proceeded  to  a  third  voting,  wfaiehresilt- 
ed  as  follows : 

For  Savaob — Semde — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bird,  BriosoD, 
Eppes,  Filer,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Provenee,  Smith  and  Tnej 
—11. 

House — ^Mr.^peaker,  Messrs,  Bellamy,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Dammett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hajne%  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Pope,  Rowley,  Shioe  and  Wall — 17.    Total^-2S. 

For  Woodward. — Senate — Messrs.  CrigUr,  Myriok  and  Nichol- 
son— 3. 

House, — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Dismnkes,FenneU,  Neel,  Riviere, 
and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — ^7.    Total  10. 

For  Parker. — Senate — Messrs.  Cone  and  Long — % 

House, — Messrs.  Baisden,  Penn,  Porter  and  Vacant — 5.  Totii 
7. 

Blank. — Senate — 0. 

House, — Messrs.  Hollaman,  Langford,  Parsons  and  Thompeoa  ef 
Levy  4.     Total  4. 

The  President  declared,  diat  there  was  no  election. 

Mr.  Myrick  withdrew  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Woodward. 

The  fourth  voting  resulted  as  foUovs : 

For  Savage. — Senate-^fdr,  President,  Blessrs.  Bird,  Brinson, 
Eppes,  Filor,  Gillis,  Hawes,  Hopkins,  Myrick,  Nicholson,  Provence, 
Smith  and  Tracy— 13. 

House — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coomhs,  Pell,  Dis- 
mukes,  Dnmmett,  Fennell,  Calbrsjtb,  Haddock*  Harris,  Haynes, 
Jobnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Pope,  Riviere,  Rowley, 
Sbine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall— 22.    Total  35. 

For  Parker. — Senate — Messrs.  Cone,  Criglar  and  Long — 3L 

House — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Carter,  Penn,  Porter,  Preseott 
and  VanZant^— 7.     Total  10. 

Blaxk. — Senate — 0. 

House — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  HoU^an,  Parsons  and  Thompsoa 
of  Levy— 4.    Total— 4.  V 

The  President  declared  M%  Savage  duly  elected  Clerk  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

.  The  Joint  Meeting  then  adjourned,  and  the  Senate  retorued  te 
their  Chamber. 

On  motion,  <he  House  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M 

The  House  resumed  its  session— ^  quorom  prescMit 

The  following  Bills  and  ResolotionB,  whMi  had  paased  beth  Hos- 
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ses  of  the  General  Aesembly,  and  had  been  duly  enroHed  and  signed , 
were  transmitted  to  bis  Excellency  the  Governor,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  In- 
spectors of  Tar  and  Tarpentine  in  this  State ; 

Preamble  and  Resolotions  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the  Conn- 
tj  of  Hillsboroagh  the  Military  Reserve,  embracing  Fort  Brooke, 
for  a  Commercial  Railroad  Depot ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  change  the  name  and  establish  the 
County  site  of  St  Lucie  County  ; 

A  biU  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  admit  Anderson  J.  Peeler  to  prac- 
tice Law  in  the  several  Courts  of  this  State  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  and  enconr^e  a  liberal 
system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this  State. 

The  rule' being  waived,  Mr.  Rowley  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
for  the  regulation  of  Pilots  and  Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of 
Pensacoia,  passed  the  House  December  22,  1854 ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rale  waited,  read  the  second 
and  third  time  by  its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Haynes,  HoUaman,  Jol^ston,  Langford,  Neel,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Riviere,  Rowley,  VanZant  and  Wall— 24. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Brown  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
without  previotus  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  white 
females  fi'om  living  in  an  open  state  of  adultery  or  adultery  and  for- 
nication, within  the  State  of  Florida,  with  negroes  and  other  persons 
of  color ; 

Which  was  read  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  bill  was  amended  by  inserting  the 
words  *'  or  male  "  after  the  word  "  female.'* 

Mr.  Dammett  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  the  rules  were  waived,  and  said  Inll  was  read  a  third  dme 
and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Chaires, 
Di^miukes,  Fennell,  Hollaman,  Neel,  Penn,  Pope,  Riviere,  Rowley, 
Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall — 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dell,  Dummett,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  John* 
Bton,  Langford,  Porter  and  Prescott — 9. 

So  the  bill  passed, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  title  of  said  bill  was  amended  by  in- 
serting the  words  "  and  males"  after  the  word  "  females." 
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The  rale  being  waived*  Mr.  DeU  was  peraulted  to  btredeee  wnfk' 
out  previoiM  ootieei  a  bill  to  be  eatiiled  An  act  to  aotbeme  W.  JL 
C.  Neel  to  establish  a  Ferrj  aoroas  tbe  Chattabooehee  River ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rale  waived,  read  tbe  seeond 
and  third  tiaies  and  put  upoa  its  passage,  npon  which  the  vote  was: 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bdlamj,  Brown,  Cbairee,  Christie, 
Coombs,  DeU,  Dismokes,  Dmnmett,  FenneU,  Galbraith,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Hajnes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Laagferd, 
Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Presoott,  Riviere.  Rowlej,  Sbioe, 
Thompson  of  Levy,  VaaZant  and  Wall— 29. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordeied  that  tbe  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived^  the  Ckwamittee  on  State  Laadsi  aiade  tbe 
following  report: 

The  Committee  on  State  Lands,  to  vrfiom  was  refinred  a  Bill  to 
l^gulato  tbe  sale  of  Stato  Lands, 

REPORT: 

That  there  is  at  preeont  ao  g«ard  or  check  Upon  the  office  of  Reg- 
ister ;  that  there  is  no  proper  accountability,  and  no  means  of  & 
covering  errors. 

Your  Committee  having  examined  tins  ealiject  with  a  view  to  de- 
vising some  proper  system,  which  would  have  the  merit  both  of  sim- 
plicity and  security  of  the  public  interests,  beKeve  this  B31  will  meet 
aU  the  requirements,  whilst  it  does  not  increase  the  exp^ise.  Al- 
though we  do  not  fear  the  present  incumbent  will  at  any  time  abuse 
the  trust  imposed  on  him,  stiB  we  may  be  taxed  with  an  officer  who 
does  not  have  so  laige  a  share  of  public  confidence,  and  ^therelbfe 
tiiink  aU  the  guards  and  checks  whidi  we  have  recommended  wfl 
relieve  that  ofiicer  from  much  unpleasant  responsibility,  and  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  BiU,  wim  the  amendment  annexed  thevto. 

JAMBS  F.  THOMPSON, 
C^UDffiian* 

WhSdi  waa  read,  the  amendments  conearred  in,  and  the  aeeompa- 
nying  bill  placed  among  ehe  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  Committee  on  malB  Lands  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  State  Lands, 

REPORT: 

Hiat  the  Affents  appointed  to  secure  the  Swamp  and  Overflowed 
Lands  granted  the  State  of  Florida  by  Act  of  Congress,  dated  Sep- 
tember 28,  1850,  represent  that,  notwitfistanding  me  dfligence  ibey 
have  exercised  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  since  lie  date  df 
contract — ^viz:  November  21,  1851 — resulting  in  the  selecti(»  of 
more  than  eight  mfllions  of  acres,  and  the  compilation  of  tract  books 
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Md  phts  «mlifa6ii«  die  eatirt  flurveved  mm  of  Ae  Sfseev.  mwfa  still 
remaios  to  be  done,  both  in  the  fieUT  Mid  office.  And  wiiM^eM  they 
further  represent^  that  the  eipeiHM  im^wred  has  flu*  exceeded  ordiiuuT 
estimates,  owing  in  a  great  measure  t»  die  amotmt  of  office  work 
done  beyond  the  obligations  of  their  contract,  leaving  them  in  fact 
unable  to  proceed,  except  under  great  disadvantage  and  embarrass- 
ment, the  Committee  are  of  opbion  that  the  Trustees  o4  the  Inter* 
nal  Improvement  Fund  have  the  power  to  settle  with,  or  make 
advances  to,  the  Agents  on  account ;  but  to  settle  any  doubt  that 
UHght  arise,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  Resolution. 

JAMES  F.  THOMPSON, 
Chamnan. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  accompanjing  resolution  read  the 
fint  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  rule  beiog  waived,  Mr.  Parsons  was  permitted  lo  introduce 
without  previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entided  An  act  to  repeal  all  Aets 
granting  lioeoaes  to  retailers  of  Spirituous  Liquors ; 

Which  viras  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  soteod 
time  on  tomorrow. 

A  bi&  to  be  entided  An  act  ibr  the  preservadon  of  Bridges ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
die  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Chaires, 
Chriatie,  Dell,  Disroukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock^ 
Harris,  Hollaroan,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Neel,  Penn,  Popt^ 
Porter,  Preieott,  Riviere  and  Watt— 2a 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  dde  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entided  An  act  to  amend  the  attachment  laws  now  in 
fcrce  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  dme. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stariking  out  **  Coumty,*' 
and  inbordng  *'  Judicial  District;^' 

Whieh  was  not  agreed  to» 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  the  following^ 
^  That  hereafter  an  attachment  may  be  taken  and  shall  be  held  Tal- 
id  in  ail  (sates  where  a  contract  to  pay  is  not  complied  with ;" 

Which  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  a  Sdect  Committee ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  modon,  the  rules  were  waived  and  said  bill  was  read  a  third 
dme  by  its  dde^  And  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs,  DeU^ 
Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes»  Jones  ot 
Nassau,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope.  I^escott,  Riviere,  Van2Saat  And 
Wall— 21. 
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N]iy»— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Carter,  Ohatres,  Galbraitli,  HoUs* 
tnan,  Johnston,  Langford,  Porter,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  ot 
Levy   and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 12. 

So  said  bill  passed^-title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  locate  the  Seminary  of  Leaming 
to  be  established  West  of  the  Sawannee  River,  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Rowley  and  Galbraith,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Pennell,  Haddock,  Porter,  Riviere  aod 
Roii^ley— 6. 

Nays^— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dammett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston, 
Jones  ot  Nassau,  Lang^ord,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Shine, 
Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall 
—23. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Porter  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  oat  ^  Tallakassee" 
and  inserting  ''  Marianna;" 

Which  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rowley,  the  rules  were  waived,  and  said  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  and  pat  upon  its  passage,  apon  which  the  vote 
was: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dammett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Johnston,  Langford,  Parsons, 
Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZant  aod  Wall 
—19. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Dell,  Dismokes,  Fennell,  HoQa- 
man,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Porter,  Riviere,  Rowley  and  ThompaoB  of 
Santa  Rosa — IL 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  House  adjoom  until  to-morrow,  10 
o'clock,  A.  M. ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Carter  for  the 
balance  of  the  evening ; 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  tiie  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  9 
o'clock,  A.  M. ; 

Whicb  was  not  agreed  ta 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow.  9( 
o'clock,  A.  M. ; 

Which  was  not  agfreed  to. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  {»'ovide  for  the  location  of  ih9 
State  Seminary  west  of  the  Suwannee  River ; 
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Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Dummett  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs* 
Rowley  and  Dommett,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden.  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dnmmett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Neel,  Penn,  Prescott,  Shine 
and  Thompson  of  Levy — 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Dell,  Dismokes,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  John- 
ston, Langford,  Parsons,  Pope,  Porter,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Thompson 
of  Santa  Rosa  and  Wall— 14. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  Bill  indefinitely. 

On  motion^  said  Bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  cede  certain  property  to  the  city  of 
Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
vote  was :  . 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Chaires,  Dell,  Dismokes,  Fennell, 
Haddock)  Langford,  Neel,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere, 
Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Wall— 19. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Christie,  Coombs,  Harris,  Haynes,  HolUunan, 
Johnston,  Parsons  and  Thompson  of  Levy — 8. 

So  the  Bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Haddock  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to^mOTrow^  9 
o'clock,  A.  M. ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  Mr.  Wall  was  excused  from  iurther  atten- 
dance  after  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  Mr.  Fennell  was  excused  from  fur* 
ther  attendance  after  Tuesday  next 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock,  A. 
M, 


SATURDAY,  January  6, 1855. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  the  House  were  transmitted 
to  the  Senate,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  Attachment  Laws  now 
in  force  in  this  State  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  locate  the  Seminary  of  Learning  to 
be  established  west  of  the  Suwannee  River  in  this  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  W.  M.  C.  Neel  to  estab- 
lish a  ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River ; 
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A  bin  te  be  entitled  nn  act  to  proTide  for  the  ptyment  of  I%ya« 
eians  who  «re  sammoned  to  attend  Corooer's  Juries ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  aet  to  repeal  ao  act  ea^ed  an  aet  to 
change  the  name  of  Oliver  Price  to  that  of  Olnrer  Dielk,  and  for 
other  purposes,  approved  January  8,  185S ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  defining  the  duties  of  Witnesses  in  tbt 
several  Courts  of  this  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  legitimatize  and  change  tke  names 
of  certain  persons  therein  named  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  preservation  of  Bridges ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  the  aet  to  proride  for 
the  payment  of  Coroner^s  Juries,  approved  January  24,  1851 ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  cede  certain  property  to  tbi  Gtj 
of  Key  West ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  aet  to  amend  an  aet  (or  die  r^fvlatioii  of 
Pilots  and  Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  PensacoUy  passed  tfas 
House  December  22,  1854; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  aet  to  prevent  white  females  and  maim 
from  living  in  an  open  state  of  adultery  or  adultery  and  fomicatioB, 
within  the  State  of  Florida,  vrith  negroes  and  other  persons  of  color. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  DeU  was  permitted  tointrodoee,  with- 
out previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  aet  regulating  the  sale  of 
State  Lands ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rede  waired,  resd  die  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  eonsisting  of 
Messrs.  Dell,  Parsons  and  Galbraith. 

The  rale  being  waived,  Mr.  Galbraith  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  pro^ndittg  for  die 
manner  of  carrying  up  appeals  from  the  Justice's  ConrtSy  and  for 
other  purposes ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  seeond 
time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Pope  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  per- 
sons from  attempting  to  entice  or  steal  slaves ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
and  third  time  by  its  titie  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upoa  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisdeo,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Coombt» 
DeU,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Gidbraith,  Haddock,  Hams, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsona,  Peno,  Pope^ 
Prescot^  Riviere,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and 
WaU— 25. 

Nays^— None. 

So  the  biU  passod    title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  ihe  Senate. 
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The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Pope  was  permitted  to  introdace, 
\iithout  previous  notice,  the  following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  extend  the  time  contained  in  the  act 
incorporating  the  Columbus  Bridge  Company  ;' and 

A  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Taylor; 

Which  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  r^ ad  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Dismukes  was  permitted  to  introduce 
wihout  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the 
County  of  Liberty ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
lime  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Cbuires  until  Monday  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements 
was  instructed  to  report  on  Monday  next,  on  a  bill  providing  for  re- 
moving obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Suwannee  River,  and 
that  Mr.  Shine  be  authorized  to  act  as  Chairman  of  said  Committee 
for  that  purpose. 

The  following  Message  from  the  Senate  was  read  : 

Senate  Chamber,  ) 

January  6,  1855.  ] 
Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  : — The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills  and  resolutions, 
viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  general  act  for  the  In- 
corporation ot  Towns,  Academics  and  Religious  Societies,  approved 
January  6tb,  1847; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  William  S, 
Wilson,  and  others ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  aid  to  the  County  of  Putnam 
to  build  a  Court  House  and  Jail ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  concerning  Interest ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  approved  No- 
vember 21st,  1828,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of 
Lumber  in  the  various  Counties  of  this  State,  without  amendment. 

House  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  State 
Lands  lying  on  the  disputed  Boundary  Lino  between  the  States  of 
Georgia  and  Florida,  has  been  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  Senate 

House  resolution  authorizing  the  Governor  to  contract  for  the 
transportation  of  the  Laws  and  Journals  of  the  present  General  As* 
sembly,  and  for  other  purposes,  has  been  lost  in  the  Senate ;  and 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  an  act  to 
grant   pre-emption  rights  to  settlers   on  State  Lands,   approved  De- 
cember 31,  1852,  with  the  following  amendment,  viz  : 
33  II 
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Insert  the  word  "  quarter"  between  the  words  "  exceed*'  and  "one" 
in  the  8th  line  of  the  Ist  section. 

In  which  amendment,  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives is  respectfully  requested. 

Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  Uie  Senai£, 

Ordered  that  the  House  bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  with- 
out amendment,  be  enrolled,  and  that  the  Senate  bills  and  amended 
House  bills  bo  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges,  to  whom  was  referred 
"  A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  establishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning,  ap- 
proved January  24,  1851,  and  for  other  purposes,"  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration  and 

REPORT: 

That  the  object  of  the  bill  is  first,  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a 
Treasurer  to  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  two  Seminaries  of  Learn- 
ing :  Secondly,  to  make  a  provision  by  which  the  Eastern  Seminary 
may  borrow  means  from  the  Seminary  Fund,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing Philosophical  and  Chemical  Apparatus  and  a  Library.  Your 
Committee  believe  that  it  is  the  true  interestof  the  State  to  encourage 
by  every  means  these  two  Seminaries  of  Learning,  and  extend  to 
them  every  facility  that  they  may  become  worthy  of  the  State,  and 
competent  to  afford  a  finished  scientific  education  to  our  young  men. 
Your  Committee  see  no  reason  why  the  loan  asked  for  in  the  bill 
should  not  be  granted,  as  ample  provision  is  made  for  its  security. 

J.  B.  GALBRAITH, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying  bill  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Brown  introduced  a  resolution  asking  Congress  to  include  St. 
Andrew's  among  the  Ports  upon  the  route  of  mail  steamers  from 
New  Orleans  to  Key  West ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
and  third  times,  and  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Parsons  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  making  af^Ht)- 
priations  for  the  fiscal  year  1855; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Public 
Accounts. 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  resolution  for  the  relief  of  L.  C.  Demilly  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage^  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellainj,  Brown,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dam* 
tnett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones 
of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Row- 
ley, Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall  and  Whitehurst — 2i. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Act  amendatory  of  the 
Act  to  organize  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State ; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading  and  was  postponed  until  Wednes- 
day next 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Palatka  and 
Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  by  its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  up- 
on which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Nas- 
sau, Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant,  Wall  and 
Whitehurst— 25. 

Nays — Messrs.  Fennell,  Haddock  and  Langford — 3. 

So  the  bill  was  lost,  not  having  received  the  requisite  Constitu- 
tional majority. 

On  motion,  said  vote  was  re-considered,'and  said  bill  was  again 
put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn, 
Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine^  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant,  Wall  and  Whitehurst.— 20. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  he  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Pa- 
latka and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Dummett,  the  rules  were  waived  and  said  bill 
was  placed  back  upon  its  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dummett,  the  Sixth  Section  of  the  bill  was 
stricken  out. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  waived,  and  said  bill  was  read  a  third 
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was: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs, 
D^ll,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris, 
lliyiies,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Pope,  Porter,  Pres- 
C'lt,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Levy,  VanZaut,  Wall  and 
\V  [i.tchurst— 25. 

Xays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Langford,  Shino  and  Thompson  of  San- 
i:i  Kosa — i. 

r^f»  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  non-residents  of  this  State 
from  hunting  or  killing  any  deer  or  other  game  within  the  limits  of 
this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rowley,  the  Proviso  at  the  end  of  the  third 
►Section  was  stricken  out 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Riviere,  the  third  Section  was  amended  by  in- 
serting the  word  *'  Jackson"  after  the  word  "  Wahon.*' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  third  Section  was  amended  by  in- 
serting the  word  "  Washington"  after  the  word  "  Jackson." 

The  rule  being  waived  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  put  up- 
on its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

\  eas— Messi-s.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell, 
Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Parsons,  Pope,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  San- 
ta Rosa,  Wall  and  Whitehurst— 21. 

Nays — Messrs.  Langford,  Penn,  Prescolt  and  VanZant — 1 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  alter  and  change  the  laws  now  in 
force  in  this  State  in  reference  to  the  limitation  of  actions  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act  to 
amend  the  Patrol  Laws  of  this  State  ; 

Wes  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  tbe  third  time 
and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell 
Dismukes,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hoilamao, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley, 
Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant, 
Wall  and  Whitehurst— 26. 

Nays — Mr.  Riviere — L 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr,  VanZant  was  permitted  to  Introdace 
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Mrithoat  previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  ametid  An  act 
concerning  Roads  and  Highways  now  in  force  in  this  State,  ap- 
proved January  5,  1847 ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Haddock,  Rowley  and  Dismukes. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Lagoon  and  Perdi- 
do  Company ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Thompson  of  Levy,  Rowley  and  Penn. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Lan- 
drum.  Solicitor  of  the  Western  Circuit  of  the  State  of  Florida; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time 
by  its  title,  and  upon  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dismukes, 
Dummett,  Galbraithi  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson 
of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall  and  Whitehurst — 22, 

Nays— None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Parsons  was  permitted  to  introduce 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to 
the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next. 

The  rule  being  waived  the  following  report  was  received : 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry masters  of  vessels,  and  citizens  residing  on  the  St.  Johns  River, 
havingbad  the  same  under  consideration,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT; 

That  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  evil  complained  of  is  now  with* 
out  adequate  remedy,  and  should  be  provided  acainst  by  legislation, 
and  with  that  view  submit  the  accompanying  bill. 

MILTON   HAYNES,  Chairman. 
E.  WALL, 
E.  J.  DUMMETT. 
The  accompanying  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  em- 
ployment of  negroes  as  Pilots  on  the  Waters  of  St.  John's  River; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  and  third 
times  by  its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was: 
Yeas— Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaraan,  Jones  Of 
Nassau,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  San- 
la  Rosa,  VanZant,  Wall  and  Whitehurst — 21. 

Nays — Messrs.  Fenncll,  Langford,  Penn  and  Riviere — 4, 
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So  said  bill  passed,  title  as  stated* 

Ordered  that  the  same  bo  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  create  a  Fifth  Judicial  Circuit ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  a  call  of  the  Hoase,  which  was  ordered. 

Upon  calling  the  roll,  the  following  members  answered  to  their 
names,  viz : 

Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dismakes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hajoes, 
Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Pern,  Pope,  Pres* 
'cott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  ol  Sa«- 
.la  Rosa,  VanZant,  Wall  and  Whitehurst 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  further  proceedings  under  the  call  be  &• 
^pensed  with ; 

On  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Thompson  of  Levy  and  Parsons,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy.  Coombs,  Dismakes,  Feimdi, 
Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Pope,  Pras- 
tsott.  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall  and 
Whitehurst— -1  a 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Christie,  Dammett,  Gal- 
braith, Parsons,  Penn  and  Thompson  of  Levy — 8. 

So  further  proceedings  under  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  the  amendments  to  the  bill  under  consid* 
eration,  recommended  by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  be  concurred  ia. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which  not  being  o^de^ 
ed,  Mr.  Galbraith  insisted  that  under  the  rules  of  the  House  any  two 
members  had  a  right  to  have  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  Speaker  decided  any  two  members  had  such  right 

Mr.  Pope  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Upon  the  question  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained  V* 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Parsons,  Peno  and 
Thompson  of  Levy — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dismukes, 
Dummett,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa,  Wall  and  Whitehurst— 20. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  not  sustained. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  amendments  recommended  to  said 
bill  being  considered,  the  Speaker  decided  the  amendments  to  be 
out  of  order,  inasmuch  as  they  were,  in  substance,  the  same  provis- 
ions  that  were  embraced  in  a  bill  which  had  previously  been  indefi- 
nitely postponed  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Rowley  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Upon  the  question  "  shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained  T 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  were  as  follows : 
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Teas— Messrs.  Dell,  Dummett,  Galbraith^  Haddock,  Parsons, 
Penn  and  Thompson  of  Levy — 7. 

Nays — ^Messrs  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dis- 
maiies,  Fennell,  Harris,  Haynes,  HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nas- 
sau, Langford,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa,  Wall  and  Whitehurst— 21. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  not  sustained. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table  , 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Upon  the  question  of  concurring  in  the  amendments  recommend- 
ed by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for 
by  Messrs.  Galbraith  and  Rowley,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Bellamy,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dis- 
mokes,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  HoUaman,  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine». 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall  and  Whitehurst — ^22. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Dell,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Parsons, 
Penn  and  Thompson  of  Levy — 7. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  bill 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  biU  be  read  a  third  time  on  Mon- 
day next ; 

Whick  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,. 
P.M.; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shine,  the  House  reconsidered  the  vote  order- 
ing said  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  half  past 
3  o'clock,  P.  M. ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to*^ 
morrow  morning  9  o'clock ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Lang- 
ford and  Dismukes,  and  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Parsons,  Penn  and  Thompson  of  Levy 
-—4. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes, 
Hollan*  an,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Pope,  Prescott,  Ri- 
viere, Rowley,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall  and  Whitehurst — 
23. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Monday  morn- 
ing, 10  o'clock ; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.. 
Laagfbrd  and  Rowley,  and  were  as  follows : 
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Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Cooiabs,  Diamiil^s, 
DummettyGalbraith,  HoUamaD,  Johnston,  Parsons,  Penn  and  Tliomp- 
son  of  Levy — 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Dell,  Fennell,  Harris,  Haynes,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thomp- 
son of  Santa  Rosa,  Wall  and  Whitehurst — 15. 

So  the  Hoase  refused  to  adjonrn. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  mitil  Monday  morn- 
ing, 9  o'clock ; 

Upon  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Galbraith  and  Rowley,  and  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Christie,  Dismukes,  Dnm- 
mett,  Galbraith,  Johnston,  Parsons,  Penn  and  Thompson  of  Lery 
—10. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Coombs,  Dell,  Fennell,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott, Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Wail  sod 
Whitehurst— 19. 

So  the  HoHse  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P. 
M.  and  called  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  to  amend  the  motion  to  make  it  for  an  ad- 
journment until  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 

The  Chair  decided  the  motion  to  amend,  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Galbraith  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  House  sustained  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Monday  morn- 
ing, 10  o'clock. 

The  Chair  decided  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order  pending  the  call 
for  the  previous  question  upon  a  motion  to  take  a  recess. 

Mr.  Galbraith  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Upon  the  question  "  shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained  T 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Fen- 
nell, Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosa,  VanZant,  Wall  and  Whitehurst— 20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Johnston,  Parsons  and  Penn 
—5. 

So  the  House  sustained  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Monday  morn- 
ing, 5  minutes  past  9  o'clock ; 

The  Chair  decided  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Galbraith  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Upon  the  motion  "Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained?" 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Galbraith  and  Shioe» 
and  were  as  follows : 
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YeiB— Messrs.  ChrisUe,  Dell,  Dismnkes,  FenneU/  Haddock, 
Haynes,  Hoilaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowlev,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Van- 
Zant,  Wall  and  Whitehurst— 19. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Dammett,  Galbraith,  Parsons  and  Penn 

So  the  Honse  sostatned  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  Honse  adjonra  until  Monday  morn« 
ing,  9  o'clock ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  3  o^ciock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  its  session — a  quorum  present. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  create  a  Fifth  Judicial  Circuit, 
was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Monday  morn- 
ing, 0  o'clock ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pope  nM>ved  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  for  the  consideratiou  of  said  bill. 

Mr.  Galbrarth  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Monday  morn* 
ing,  10  o'clock ; 

Upon  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs, 
Galbraith  and  Dell,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr,  Speaker,  Messrs.  Coombs,  Galbraith,  Parsons  and 
Thompson  of  Levy — 5. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Dell,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes, 
Hoilaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Pope,  Porter,  Ri- 
viere, Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehorst — 
17. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Monday  morn- 
ing, half-past  8  o'clock ; 

Upon  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs* 
Galbraith  anxl  Dell,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Coombs,  Galbraith  and  Parsons — 4. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisderi,  Christie,  Dell,  Dummett,  Fennell,  Had- 
dock, Harris,  Haynes,  Hoilaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Lang- 
ford, Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst— 20. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  biP  be  postponed  until  Monday 
next; 

34  H 
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Upon  U'hich  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  (or  by  Mestoi. 

Galbraith  and  Parsons,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas— ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Galbraith  and  Parsons — 3. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden>  Brown,  Coombs,  Dell,  Disroukea,  Dam* 

mett.  Fennell,  Haddock,  HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassao, 

Langford,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Thompson  of 

Santa  Rosa  and  Wbiteharst — 19. 

So  the  Honse  refused  to  postpone  said  bill  until  Monday  next 
Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  House  adjonm  until  Monday  monw 

ing  half  past  9  o'clock  ; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Meso^ 

Galbraith  and  Parsons,  and  were  as  follows : 
Yeas — Mr.   Speaker,  Messrs.  Dammett,  Galbraith  and  Parsons 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Christie,  Dell,  Dismnkes,  Fen- 
nell, Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Lang- 
ford,  Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst — ^20. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  9  o'clock, 
P.M.; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Meaan. 
Parsons  and  Galbraith,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Galbraith  and  Parsons — 3. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Christie,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Fennell, 
Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Pope,  Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosa,  VanZant  and  Whitehurst— 20. 

So  the  House  refused  to  take  a  recess. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  20  minutes  past 
9  o'clock,  on  Monday  morning; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  6  minutes  past 
9  o'clock,  on  Monday  morning; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Gal- 
braith and  Shine,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs  Galbraith  and  Parsons — 3. 

^ays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Christie,  Dismukes,  Fennell.  Har- 
ris, Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Pope, 
Porter,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rota, 
VanZant  and  Whitehurst— 20. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  25  minutes  past 
9  o'clock,  on  Monday  morning ; 

Upon  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Me 
Parsons  and  Galbraith,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Galbraith  and  Parsons — 3. 
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Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Dismakes,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  Van- 
Zant  and  Whitehurst— 18. 

So  the  Hoase  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Monday,  3  o'- 
clock, P.  M. ; 

Upon  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by 
Messrs.  Parsons  and  Galbraith,  and  were  as  follows: 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Dummett,  Haynes  and  Parsons — 4. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Christie,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Haddock,  Har- 
ris, Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and 
Wbitehurst— 18. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  35  minutes  past 
9  o'clock,  on  Monday  morning; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  ot  said  bill — Mr.  Han  is  in  the   Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  its  Chairman,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House  with 
amendments,  and  asked  to  be  discharged ; 

Which  report  was  received,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  Orders 
of  the  Day  for  Monday  next,  to  be  taken  up  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M« 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Harris  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
without  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  the 
Trustees  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund  to  surrender  the  right,  ti- 
tle and  claim  of  the  State  to  certain  land  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday  next 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  VanZant  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
-without  previous  notice,  a  Bill  concerning  Licenses  to  retail  Spirit- 
Qoos  Liquors ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Rowley  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
without  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  W. 
C.  Dennis  to  build  a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Key  West; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  Monday  next 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Rowley  introduced  a  Resolution  au- 
thorizing the  Attorney  General  to  institute  suit  for  certain  property 
belonging  to  the  State  of  Florida ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday  moi-ning,  9  o'clock. 
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MONDAY,  Janiiiirj  8,  1855. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Upon  calling  the  roll  the  following  members  answered  to  their 
names,  vizc 

Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Coombs,  Dell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowlej, 
Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  VanZant — 16. 

A  quorum  not  being  present,  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  was  instroeted 
to  cause  the  appearance  of  the  absent  members. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  a  quorum  was  present 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Coombs  was  permitted  to  introdaee 
without  previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  regulating  Quar- 
antine for  the  Port  of  Si.  Marks ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  theVnle  waived,  read  a  second  tiBie 
by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Harris  introduced  a  resolution  authorizing  the  Comptroller  to 
uadit  certain  accounts  therein  named ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  secood 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

Messrs.  Galbraith  and  Parsons  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
made  the  following  minority  report: 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary  to 
whom  was  referred  *'  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  organize  a  fiftli 
Judicial  Circuit  in  this  State,''  although  we  agree  with  the  Commit 
tee  as  to  the  good  policy  and  necessity  of  the  original  biU,  do  stren- 
uously object  to  and  protest  against  the  amendments  proposed  bj  a 
majority  of  the  Committee. 

The  question  involved  in  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  biU, 
which  is  the  question  of  the  abolishment  ot  the  present  Saprenae 
Court  system,  the  removal  of  the  Judges  of  said  Court,  and  the  subeti- 
tution  in  their  place  of  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  has  been 
already  finally  disposed  of  by  this  House,  the  bill  for  that  purpose 
having  been  indefinitely  postponed.  By  the  fortieth  rule,  *•  when  a 
question  is  postponed  indefinitely,  the  same  shall  not  be  acted  opoa 
again  during  the  session,"  and  wo  cannot,  even  if  we  were  in  favor 
of  the  amendments  proposed,  give  our  countenance  to  anything  de- 
signed to  evade  and  defeat  the  rules  of  this  body.  We  believe  that 
such  a  precedent  would  be  disastrous  in  the  extreme,  and  tend  to 
confusion  and  disorganization.  This  objection  to  the  proposed  a- 
mendments  of  tbe  Committee,  is  sudicient  were  there  no  others. 

The  amendments  proposed  are  designed  to  have  two  effects,  both 
of  which  are  beyond  the  Constitutional  power  of  the  General  As- 
sembly when  acting  as  merely  a  Legislative  body. 

The  first  object  is  to  remove  the  present  Judges  of  the  Sopreioe 
Court,  whose  terms  of  office  have  but  recently  commenced.    Tb© 
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nndersagned  declare  it  as  their  solemn  conviction^  from  the  express 
language  of  the  Constitution,  that  Judges  can  only  be  removed  by 
impeachment  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  Constitution,  or  by 
the  Governor  of  the  State  on  the  address  of  two  thirds  of  botli 
branches  of  the  General  Assembly.  As  the  mode  proposed  by  these 
amendments,  is  inconsistent  with  these  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, we  can  see  no  cause  or  warrant  for  their  introduction.  They 
are  directly  opposed  to  that  Constitution  which  each  member  of  this 
Greneral  Assembly  has  sworn  to  support,  llie  clause  of  the  Const i« 
tntion  which  points  out  the  manner  of  removing  Judges,  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  The  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Judges  of  the  Circuit 
Courts,  shall  be  elected  for  a  term  of  eight  years,  and  shall  hold  their 
offices  far  that  term,  unless  sooner  removed  under  the  provisions  made 
in  this  constitution  for  the  removal  of  Judges  by  address  or  impeach* 
ment;  and  for  wilful  neglect  of  duty  or  other  reasonable  cause, 
which  shall  not  be  sufficient  ground  for  impeachment,  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  remove  any  of  them  on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of 
the  General  Assembly :  Provided,  however,  That  the  cause  or  causes 
shall  be  stated  at  length  in  such  address,  and  entered  on  the  Journals 
of  each  House :  And  Provided  further.  That  the  cause  or  causes 
shall  be  notified  to  the  Judge  so  intended  to  be  removed,  and  he  shall 
be  admitted  to  a  hearing  in  his  own  defence,  before  any  vote  for 
such  removal  shall  pass ;  and  in  such  cases,  the  vote  shall  be  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  entered  on  the  Journals  of  each  House  respec« 
tively.''    2nd  article.  Amendments  Constitution. 

The  undersigned,  were  they  otherwise  prepared  to  vote  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  present  Judges,  which  they  are  not  by  any  means, 
rould  not  do  so  by  a  mode  so  greatly  in  violation  of  the  constitution 
as  to  amount  to  an  attempted  usurpation  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
powers  not  granted  to  it  by  the  people's  constitution.  If  these  amend- 
ments should  pass  by  a  majority  of  two  thirds  of  both  branches  of 
the  General  Assembly,  they  would  still  not  be  constitutional,  because 
they  are  neither  an  address  nor  an  impeachment-  These  amend- 
ments do  not  specify  any  charges  against  the  Judges,  nor  have  we 
given  them  an  opportunity  to  defend  themselves.  The  amendments 
are,  on  their  face,  nothing  more  than  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation, 
directed  to  an  object  not  warranted  by  the  constitution. 

The  second  object  and  effect  of  the  amendments,  is  to  appoint 
other  persons  to  the  office  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  Now, 
we  inquire,  by  what  part  of  the  Constitution  this  power  is  conferred 
upon  the  Legislature  i  It  is  true  that  this  power  was  originally  ves- 
ted in  the  Legislature  for  five  years,  or  until  the  Legislature  should 
othemisv  provide.  But  the  Legislature  in  1651  did  otherwise 
provide  by  the  organization  of  a  separate  Supreme  Court,  and 
the  limited  number  of  rive  years  has  expired.  Moreover,  in  1853 
the  Constitution  was  so  amended  as  to  give  the  election  of  all  the 
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Judges  directly  to  die  people*  so  that  now  no  propositioo  can  bt 
more  pidpabl j  a  osarpation  than  for  the  L^^ialalare  to  attempt  to 
appoint  Judges  either  of  the  Supreme  or  Circuit  Courts.  The  daa* 
•es  of  the  constitution  relative  to  this  point  are  as  follows : 

"  For  the  term  of  five  years  from  the  election  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Circuit  Courts,  and  thereafter,  wUil  the  General  Assembly  shall  oth- 
eriwse  provide,  the  powers  of  the  Supreme  Court  sliall  be  vested  hi, 
and  its  duties  performed  by  the  Judges  of  the  several  Circuit  Courti 
within  this  State,  and  they,  or  a  nuijority  of  them,  shall  hold  such 
sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  at  such  times  as  may  be  directed 
by  law.''     Constitution,  Article  3,  clause  3. 

Also  article  2nd  amendments,  which  has  already  been  quoted. 

Also  section  1,  No.  1,  p.  29,  amendments  adopted  by  the  fifdi 
and  sixth  General  Assemblies. 

*'Be  il  further  enacted.  That  whenever  the  General  Assembly 
shall  create  a  separate  Supreme  Court,  or  Chancery  Court  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  the  Judges  thereof  shall  be  elect, 
ed  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  the  same  term,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  proviB- 
ions  of  said  first  section  :  Pnmded^  however,  That  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  elected  by  general  ticket ;  and  the 
Judges  of  the  Chancery  Court  shall  be  elected  by  general  ticket  or 
by  districts,  as  the  Liegislatore  may  direct" 

Section  I  of  the  same  act  referred  to  above,  provides  that,  "  on 
the  first  Monday  in  October,  and  every  six  years  thereafter,  there 
shall  be  elected  by  the  qtudified  electors  of  each  of  the  respeetive 
Judicial  Circuits  of  this  State,  one  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Conn,''  &c. 

Now  it  cannot  fail  to  occur  to  any  mind  as  conclusive,  that  even 
if  the  Legislature  had  power  to  act  in  this  matter,  and  might  impvte 
the  election  by  the  people  of  the  Circuit  Judges,  and  therdfore,  com- 
pel them  to  act  as  Supreme  Judges  without  consent  on  their  part, 
still  the  foregoing  proviso  in  the  Constitution  expressly  renders  Cir- 
cuit Judges  incompetent  to  act  as  Supreme  Judges,  for  they  have 
not  been  elected  by  general  ticket  as  required  by  ^e  Constitntioii. 
From  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  undersigned  conclude.  First,  The 
Legislature  have  no  power,  under  the  Constitution,  to  appoint  Judges 
of  Sie  Supreme  Court :  Second,  That  the  Circuit  Judges  are  not  el* 
igible  to  seats  on  the  Sepreme  Bench,  because  not  elected  by  gener- 
al ticket ;  and  because  the  Constitution  forbids  any  person  to  hold 
two  offices  of  honor  or  profit  in  this  State.  By  the  express  language 
of  the  Constitution  above  quoted,  the  offices  of  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme and  Circuit  Courts  are  made  distinct  and  seperate  offices,  ' 
filled  by  difiereut  processes,  the  one  by  districts  and  the  other  by 
general  ticket. 

The  undersigned  will  be  pardoned  for  referring  to  aiguments  which 
they  have  heard  made  in  support  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  now  in 
question.   It  haa  been  assumed  that  the  Legislature  created  or  ordained 
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the  existence  of  the  Supreme  Conrt,and  upon  this  ftssumptioii  an  argu- 
ment  is  based  that  the  Legislature  majtherefore  abolish  or  terminate  the 
existence  of  that  tribunal  Now  Ihe  premises  on  which  this  argument 
rests  are  false  in  fact,  for  it  is  plain,  from  the  language  of  ^e  1st 
clause  of  the  5th  Article  of  the  Constitution,  that "  the  judicial  power 
of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court,'*  &c.,  and  tne  2d 
clause  of  the  same  Article  expressly  declares  that  the  Supreme  Cmirt 
shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only,  &c.,  "  Provided,  That  said 
Court  shall  jdways  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  injunction,  manda- 
mus, quo  warranto,  habeas  corpus,  and  such  other  remedial  and  ori- 
ginal writs  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  it  a  general  superintendence 
and  control  of  all  other  Courts** 

Thus  it  is  obvious  that  so  far  from  the  argument  being  true,  the 
contraryis  clearly  true.  The  Constitution  ordains  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  expressly  points  out  all  its  jurisdiction,  both  appellate  and  origin 
nal. 

Again  it  has  been  assumed  by  way  of  argument,  that  the  Legisla*^ 
ture  may  now  appoint  the  Circuit  Court  Judges  to  fill  the  office  and 
dischai^e  the  duties  of  the  Supreme  Court,  because,  it  is  said,  the 
Legislature  did  once  exercise  this  power,  dec.  Now  this  assumption 
is  equally  a  mistake  of  fact  The  Legidature  never  did  authorize  or 
attempt  to  authorize  the  Circuit  Court  Judges  to  exercise  the  powers 
and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Supreme  Court  The  Constitution 
prescribed  this  duty  of  the  first  Circuit  Judges,  and  limited  the  time 
during  which  they  should  so  act,  as  fully  appears  fit)m  the  dd  clause 
of  the  5th  Article  of  the  Constitution,  hereinbefore  quoted.  The  Le^ 
gislature  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter,  under  the  Constitution, 
nor  did  it  undertake,  in  point  of  fact,  to  exercise  any  such  power  in 
the  premises. 

The  undersigned  being  limited  in  time,  may  not  more  at  lengtGc 
enter  into  the  reasons  which  impel  them  to  dissent  from  the  report 
of  the  majority  of  the  Committee.  They  believe  the  amendments 
proposed  to  tiie  bill  to  be  unconstitutional,  a  gross  usurpation  of 
power,  and  therefore  disorganizing  and  revolutionary  in  their  char- 
acter. The  undersigned  are  fully  persuaded  that  there  is  no  more 
authority  or  warrant  in  the  Constitution  for  these  proposed  amend-^ 
ments  for  removing  and  appointing  Supreme  Judges  by  the  Legisla-^ 
tare,  than  there  is  in  the  same  instrument  for  the  removal'  and  ap* 
pointment  of  the  Governor  by  the  legislative  department  of  the  gov- 
ernment, each  department  being  distinct  from,  and  independent  of 
the  other. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  B.  GALBRAITH, 
JOHN  PARSONS. 

Which  was  read  and  100  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  Conmiittee  on  Internal  Improvements  made  the   following 
report: 
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The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the  naviga' 
tion  of  the  Suwannee  River, 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  for  reasons 
appearing  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  cannot  recommend  it  to  the  favor- 
able notice  of  the  House. 

The  improvement  mentioned,  may  be,  and  doubtless  is,  one  of  im- 
portance, bat  it  will  be  seen  that  the  bill  proposes  to  pay  the  con- 
tractor who  undertakes  and  completes  the  work,  with  lands  situated 
on  the  Suwannnee  River,  known  as  swamp  and  overflowed  lands.— 
In  view  of  the  legislation  of  the  present  session,  by  which  such  lands 
are  pledged  for  other  and  different  purposes,  the  Committee  cannot 
give  their  approbation  to  any  such  disposition  of  them  as  is  proposed 
in  the  bill.  If  done,  it  would  be  inconsistent  legislation,  possibly 
giving  rise  to  difficulty  and  embarrassment 

The  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  bill  do  not  pass. 

R.  A.  SHINE, 
Chairman,  pro  tern. 

Messrs.  Pope  and  Harris  dissenting. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  report  was  received : 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  regulating  the  sale  of  State  Lands, 

REPORT: 

That  the  importance  of  establishing  a  system  of  accountability  in 
reference  to  the  State  Lands  is  conceded  by  all ;  and  also  urged  bj 
the  Register. 

Your  Committee  think  the  bill  refeired  to  them  defective  in  some 
important  particulars,  and  that  it  does  not  provide  for  such  a  system 
as  is  demanded  by  the  importance  of  the  interests  involved. 

Should  the  Trustees  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund  require  tlie 
services  of  the  Register  for  the  disposal  of  its  lands,  there  will  short- 
ly be  ten  millions  of  acres  under  their  control  through  his  office. 

Your  Committee  have,  therefore,  drawn  a  new  bill  which  they  be- 
lieve will  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  State  interest,  will  estab- 
lish a  system  also  for  the  Internal  Improvement  Lands,  should  the 
Trustees  see  fit  to  adopt  it,  and  relieve  the  Register  from  much  oo- 
desirid  responsibility. 

They  therefore  present  it  as  a  substitute,  and  recommend  its  adop* 
tion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PHILIP  DELL, 
J.  B.  (GALBRAITH, 
JNO.   PARSONS. 
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"Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  and  substitute  placed 
among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  report  was  received  : 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  be  enti- 
tled An  act  to  incorporate  the  Lagoon  and  Perdido  Company,  report 
the  same  back  with  amendments. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  if  ever  the  Canal  is  finished 
under  the  provisions  of  the  charter  asked  for,  that  the  same  will 
yield  a  profit  of  not  less  than  ten  per  cent  per  annum  the  first  year 
it  goes  into  operation,  from  the  representations  made.  It  is  asserted 
that  said  river  is  as  well  timbered  as  the  St.  John's  was  before  mills 
were  built  there,  and  capable  of  producing,  in  a  single  year,  thirty 
million  of  feet,  taking  the  data  from  mills  in  the  neighborhood.  From 
one  mill  alone,  the  amount  is  six  million  feet  in  one  year.  The  esti- 
mates for  building  said  canal  are  twelve  thousand  dollars.  Your 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  if  said  estimates  were  raised  to  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  and  even  half  the  lumber  is  made  on  said  river  as 
is  here  estimated  it  is  capable  of  producing,  the  time  for  said  canal 
charter  to  exist  should  be  shortened  as  we  suggest,  as  any  one  can 
see  almost  at  a  glance,  that  the  stock  is  capable  of  producing  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  and  it  strikes  them  as  rather  bad  pay- 
ing stock  these  hard  times.  Therefore,  your  Committee  hope  the 
amendments  will  be  adopted. 

JAMES  F.  THOMPSON,  Chairman. 
JAMES  P.  PENN, 
LYMAN  W.  ROWLEY. 

Which  was  received  and  the  accompanying  bill  placed  among 
the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  Report: 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the  following 
Bills,  and  find  the  same  correctly  Enrolled  : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  Swamp 
or  Internal  Improvement  Lands,  from  the  United  States ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Manatee ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  planting  without  a  fence 
ID  Walton  County; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act,  approved  November 
21,  1828,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Lumber  in 
the  various  Counties  of  this  State  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Benjamin  Marshell  to 
charge  wharfage  in  the  Town  of  Milton ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Elijah  Johnson  &  Co.,  to 
establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River ; 

Resolution  relative  to  Mail  Routes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  BAISDEN, 
Chairman. 
35  11 
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The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Harris  waa  permitted  to  ia^rod^te 
without  previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the 
tiroes  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in  the  Eastern  Circuit  of  Flor« 
Ida; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second 
time  bj  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  several  Acts  therein  men- 
tioned ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Shine  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  Section ; 

Upon  which  motion,  the  jeas  and  nays  were  called  for  bj  Messrs. 
Shine  and  Chaires,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Fennell,  Porter,  Row- 
ley, Shine  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baisden,  Dell,  Dummett,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Ri- 
viere, Thompson  of  Levy  and  VanZant — 14. 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  the  first  Section. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal 
Improvements. 

On  motion,  the  House  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  its  session.    A  quorum  present 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  fifth  Judicial  Cir- 
cuit; 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  amendment  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  Dower ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  BIr.  Rowley,  indefi" 
nitely  postponed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  Anact  to  amend  the  4th  clause  of  the  3d  chap- 
ter of  the  4th  division  of  the  laws,  in  relation  to  Crimes  and  Misde- 
meanors; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time, 
and  upon  tlie  quostion  of  its  passage,  the  voto  was  : 

Yeas — Mr.  .Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Bro\ni,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Dunmiett,  Fennell,  Haddock,  HarriSy 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Penn,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott, Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Saip 
ta  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Whitehurst— 26. 
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Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  State  Lands ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  State 
Lands  in  Florida ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  State 
Lands. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  M.  Hanson  and 
U.  Roddick ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  State 
Lands. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  f-o  establish  a  regular  rate  of  Commis- 
sions for  all  persons  acting  as  Agents  for  Masters  of  Ships  or  Ves- 
sels at  the  Port  of  Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived^  read  the  third  time  by 
its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Christie,  Dell, 
Dammett,  Fennell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  HoUaman, 
Langford,  Peon,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Tliorapson  of 
Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Whitehurst— 21. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  establish  certain  Mail  Routes 
in  Alachua  County ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Dell  was  permitted  to  introduce  \vith- 
out  previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  and  es- 
tablish the  fees  of  the  Secretary  of  State ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Thompson  of  Levy  was  permitted  to 
introduce  without  previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to 
change  the  time  of  holding  Court  in  the  Southern  Judicial  District  of 
Florida ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  Flori- 
da in  the  settlement  of  Boundary  with  the  State  of  Georgia; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  blank  in  said  bill  was  filled  with 
the  word  "  five." 

The  rule  being  waived,  s»id  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  its 
title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 
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Yeafl — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Coombs,  FenneDf 
Galbraitb,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Thomp- 
son of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whiteharst — 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  TJismukes,  Hollaman,  Langford,  Prescott,  Rir- 
iere,  Rowley  and  V'anZant — 7. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  role  being  waived,  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements 
made  the  following  Report : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  was  referred 
An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Pensacola  and  Georgia 
Rail  Road  Company^ 

REPORT: 

That  they  recommend  the  annexed  bill  as  a  substitute  for  the 
original  bill,  which  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  Company.  Your 
f-ommittee  have  drawn  tliis  bill  in  order  to  adapt  the  Act  of  locor- 
poration  to  the  system  of  Internal  Improvement,  provided  for  at  the 
present  session. 

J.  CARTER, 
Chairman. 

Which  report  was  received,  the  substitute  adopted,  and  75  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  proof  of  title  to  land, 
and  for  other  purposes; 

Came  up  on  its  third  reading  and  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  rule  being'waived,  Mr.  Pope  was  permitted  to  introduce,  wth* 
out  previous  notice,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  persons 
encampi!ig  from  leaving  fire  at  their  camps; 

VVhieh  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  and 
third  times  by  its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  die 
vote  was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Coombs,  Dell,  Galbraitb,  Had- 
dock, Harris,  Ilollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langfond,  Ptr- 
sons,  Penn,  Pope,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst— 20. 

Nays — Mr.  Prescott — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  tlie  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  Resolution  relative  to  copying  the  Laws  of  the  prt'sent 
session ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ilollaman,  the  Resolution  was  amended  by 
strikini?  out  "  John  G.  Smith"  and  inserting  "  Moses  S.  Atkins." 

The  Resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to- 
morrow. 

Resolution  to  pay  agents  for  selecting  Swamp  Lands ; 
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Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third  time,  and 
put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs,  DeU,  Dismukes, 
Fennell,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Hoilaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Langford,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Le- 
vy, Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst — ^21. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  all  Acts  granting  licenses  to 
retailers  of  Spirituous  Liquors ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Coombs  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed,  upon 
which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Pope 
and  Coombs,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Gal- 
braith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hoilaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Lang* 
ford,  Penn,  Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Hosa  and  White- 
hurst — 17. 

Nays^*  Messrs.  Baisden,  Fennell,  Haddock,  Parsons,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott, Thompson  of  Levy  and  VanZant — 8. 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  State  Lands,  approved  Decern* 
ber  31,  1852,  with  the  Senate  amendment  thereto  ; 

Came  up  in  order. 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  said  amendment. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor: 

ExEcmvE  Chamber, 
Tallahassee,  January  8,  1855. 
To  Hox.  W.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  House  of  Represenlaiives  : 

Sir  : — I  respectfully  return,  without  approval,  a  Bill  entitled  "  An 
Act  for  the  regulation  of  Pilots  and  Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor 
of  Pensacola." 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides  for  the  appointment  bv  the 
Governor,  vath  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  General  Assembly,  of 
five  Commissioners,  to  be  styled  "  Commissioners  of  Pilotage  of  the 
Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola,"  and  provides  that  "  each  of  the  said 
Commissioners  appointed  under  tliis  act  shall,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation."— 
The  bill  contains  no  provision  prescribing  the  character  of  such  oath 
nr  affirmation,  and  is  in  tliat  respect  considered  defective  and  objec- 
tionable. 
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The  3d  section  confers  certam  powers  on  tW  Board,  and  aoeoni' 
panies  them  with  the  following  provision : 

**  And  said  Commissioners  shall  be  liable  to  die  same,  and  receive 
the  same  compensation,  heretofore  allowed  to  the  Port  Wardens  for 
similar  services." 

It  is  believed  that  this  clause  should  read,  ^'  liable  to  the  samepn- 
dUies  and  receive  the  same  compensation,"  d^c.  Without  such  an 
amendment,  it  would  be  difficult  to  understand  the  nature  of  their 
liability. 

The  16th  section  fixes  the  rate  of  Pilotage,  and  is  objectionable 
for  its  inequality.  It  charges  a  vessel  drawing  ei^t  feet  and  under, 
only  two  dollars,  and  a  vessel  drawing  more  £an  eight  feet  and  noC 
exceeding  twelve  feet,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  foot,  or  from 
twenty  to  thirty  dollars,  according  to  size.  It  was  doubtless  the  in- 
tention of  the  framer  of  the  bill  to  charge  the  smaller  vessels  per  ^oof 
also,  and  with  such  an  addition  the  Pilots  would  be  properiy  com- 
pensated. The  words  per  foot  are  also  omitted  on  vessels  drawing 
over  fifteen  and  not  exceeding  eighteen  feet  of  water,  and  should  b« 
added  for  the  protection  of  the  Pilot 

The  section  is  further  objectionable  in  consequence  of  its  chaiging 
all  Government  vessels  double  Pilotage.  Tlie  policy  of  our  Govan- 
ment  is  evidently  to  increase  our  Navy,  and  the  true  interests  of  the 
country  require  the  construction  of  vessels  of  War  at  the  South 
where  the  timber  grows.  The  advantages  of  the  Pensacola  Navy 
Yard,  are  perhaps  second  to  none  in  the  South,  and  it  is  the  inters 
of  the  State  to  invite  an  extensive  increase  of  busmess  at  that  point 
The  notification  contained  in  this  section  that  the  Government  will 
be  chaiged  double  price,  would  be  well  calculated  to  induce  a  with- 
drawal, rather  than  an  increase  of  business  there. 

The  18th  section  prescribes  the  manner  in  which  process  may  be 
obtained  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  recovery  of  forfeitures  under 
the  17th  section,  and  requires  the  oath  to  be  made  before  **  some 
Judge  or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Elscam- 
bia."  The  law  organizing  the  County  of  Santa  Rosa,  provides  that 
''  the  Courts  of  the  Counties  of  Escambia  and  Santa  Rosa,  respectire- 
ly,  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  of  ofiences  committed  on  the 
waters  dividing  said  Counties."  As  this  Bay  divides  these  Counties, 
it  would  seem  to  be  proper  that  the  oath  should  be  authorized  before 
the  proper  Judicial  officers  of  either. 

For  these  reasons,  the  bill  is  returned,  and  a  reconsideration  re- 
jspectfuUy  requested. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  House  reconsidered  the  accompanying 
1)iU. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  over  the  veto  of  the 
Governor,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismokes,  Fen- 
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nelU  HayneB,  HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau^  Langford,  Pope^ 
Presoott,  Riviere  and  Rowley — 15. 

Nays— Messrs.  Harris^  Parsons,  Shine  and  Thompson  of  Levy— «- 
4. 

A  qnomm  not  voting,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  Uh- 
morrow,  10  o'clook,  A«  M. 


TUESDAY,  January  9,  1855. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  Speaker  being  absent,  on  motion,  Mr.  Dell  took  the  Chair. 
A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  communication  was  addressed  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor : 

House  of  Represbntativbs,  > 
January  9,  1855.      \ 
His  ExcfiLLENCT,  James  E.  Broome, 

Gaoemor  of  the  State  of  Florida: 
Sir  : — ^We  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  at  a 
Joint  Meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  neld  on  the  5th  instant,  for 
the  put  pose  of  electing  a  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  a  State 
Engineer  and  Geologist,  a  Treasurer,  aud  Clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Court; 

Mr.  Theodore  W.  Brevard  was  declared  duly  elected  Comptroller 
of  Public  Accounts  of  the  State  of  Florida ; 

Mr.  Francis  L.  Dancy  was  declared  duly  elected  State  Engineer 
and  Geologist; 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Austin  was  declared  duly  elected  Treasurer  of  the 
State  of  Florida; 

Mr.  John  P.  K.  Savage  was  declared  duly  elected  Clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
HUGH  A.  CORLEY, 

Clerk  Ho.  Reps. 
The  following  bills  and  resolutions,  which  had  passed  both  Houses, 
and  had  been  duly  enrolled  and  signed,  were  transmitted  to  his  Ex- 
cellency, the  Governor,  viz : 

An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Manatee ; 
An  act  to  authorize  Elijah  Johnson  d&  Co.,  to  establish  a  Ferry 
Hcross  the^  Chattahoochee  River ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  Swamp  and  Internal  Iok 
provemfent  Lands  from  the  United  States  ^ 
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Ad  act  to  authoriie  BenjamiD  Marabdl  to  chaige  Whaiiage  in  the 
town  of  Milton; 

An  act  to  prevent  planting  without  a  fence  in  Walton  Coaatj; 

An  act  to  amend  An  act,  approved  November  21  st,  1828,  prorid* 
ing  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Lumber  in  the  various 
Coonties  of  this  State ;  and 

Resolntion  in  relation  to  Mail  Routes. 

The  following  Bills  and  Resolutions  which  had  passed  the  Hoase 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  incorporating  the  Florida  and  Maeoo 
Railway  Company ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  non-residents  of  this  State 
from  hunting  or  killing  any  deer  or  other  game  within  the  limits  of 
this  State,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  persons  from  attemptiog^to 
entice  or  steal  Slaves ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  employment  of  n^roes 
as  Pilots  on  the  waters  of  St  John's  River ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act  to 
amend  the  Patrol  Laws  of  this  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  4th  clause  of  the  3d 
chapter  of  the  4th  division  of  the  laws,  in  relation  to  Crimes  aad 
Misdemeanors ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  establish  a  regular  rate  of  Commis- 
sions for  all  persons  acting  as  Agents  for  masters  of  ships  or  vesseli 
at  the  Port  of  Key  West; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  persons  encamping,  from 
leaving  fire  at  iheir  Camps ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Lsn- 
drum.  Solicitor  of  the  Western  Circuit  of  Florida ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Palatka  and 
Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company  ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Pa- 
latka and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Resolution  asking  that  the  New  Orleans  and  Key  West  Mail 
Steamer  be  required  touch  at  St  Andrew's ; 

Resolution  for  the  relief  of  L.  C.  Demilly ;  and 

Resolution  to  pay  Agents  for  selecting  Swamp  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  Committee  on  Mileage  were  re- 
quested to  take  into  consideration  the  per  diem  of  members. 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  made  the  following 
Report : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  have  had  under  eon- 
sideration,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tallahas- 
see and  Quincy  Plank  Road  Company ;  also  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An 
act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Jacksonvill* 
and  Alligator  Plank  Road  Company,  and  I  am  instructed  to  report 
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them  back  to  the  House,  without  amendment,  and  recommend  that 
they  do  pass. 

JNO.  PARSONS. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying  bill  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  made  the  following 
Report : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  have  had  under  con- 
sideration, a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  improvement  of  cer- 
tain  rivers,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  I  am  instructed  to  report  it 
back  to  the  House  without  amendment 

JNO.  PARSONS. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying  Bill  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Senate  Chamber, 

January  9, 1855. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  ike 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Sib: — ^The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  Bills  and  Resolutions/ 
viz: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  an  act 
amendatory  of  the  several  acts  now  in  force  in  this  State,  in  relation 
te  trading  with  negroes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  B.  Thompson  to 
establish  a  Ferry  across  the  South  fork  of  Black  Creek ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  apt  to  provide  for  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  Records  of  St.  Lucie  County ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Charles 
Irwin  Vincan,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  relative  to  Depositions  taken  un- 
der Commission ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  W.  M.  C.  Neel  to 
establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River  5 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Absalom  W.  Smith 
to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  amendatory  of  the  act  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  Coroner's  Juries,  approved  24th  January,  1861 } 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  change  the  name  of  Oliver  Price  to  that  of  Oliver  Delk,  and  for 
other  purposes,  approved  January  8,  1853 ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  legitimatize  and  change  the 
names  ot  certain  persons  therein  named. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  bor- 
row money  to  redeem  the  outstanding  State  Scrip  issued  under  thd 
act  of  the^Tth  January,  1853,  has  been  lost  in  the  Senate. 

House  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
36  H 
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to  raise  a  Revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida,  and  defining  the  dotiM 
of  the  Collectors  and  Assessors  thereof,  approved  July  24th,  1845, 
has  likewise  heen  lost  in  the  Senate. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  cede  certain  property  to  the 
City  of  Key  West,  has  been  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  Senate; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  white  females  and 
males  from  living  in  an  open  state  of  adultery,  or  adultery  and  for- 
nication within  the  State  of  Florida,  with  negroes  and  other  persons 
of  color,  has  likewise  been  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  Senate ; 

A  resolution  in  relation  to  the  introduction  of  bills;  and 

House  resolution  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment  and  for  other  pur- 
poses with  enclosed  amendments. 

In  which  amendments  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
atives  is  respectfully  requested. 

Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  Senate, 

Ordered  that  the  House  bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate  withoit 
amendment  be  enrolled,  and  that  the  Senate  bills  and  amended 
House  resolution  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

An  act  for  the  regulation  of  PHots  and  Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and 
Harbor  of  Pensacola,  returned  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  witb 
his  objections ; 

Was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  over  the  veto  of  the 
Governor,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Dell,  Dismukes,  Haynes,  Langford  and  Riviere— 
5. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Galbraith,  HoDamaxi, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Penn,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shioe, 
Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant,  and  White- 
hurst—ie. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  fifth  Judicial  Circuit  in 
this  State; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  said  bill  was  amended  by  striking  out  the 
dd  and  8th  Sections,  and  by  striking  out  **  October"  in  the  5th  and 
9th  Sections,  and  inserting  *'  March''  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Dell  ofi^ered  the  following  additional  Section  to  said  bill : 

Section  17.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  three  of  said  Judges 
of  the  Circuit  Court  may  constitute  the  Supreme  Court:  Provided, 
however.  That  no  Judge  shall  sit  on  a  case  where  he  has  decided 
the  same  in  the  lower  Court ; 

Which  was  adopted. 
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Mr.  Thotnp&on  moved  to  strike  out  all  of  said  bill  ailer  the  13th 
Section. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which  was  ordered. 

Upon  calling  the  roll,  the  following  members  were  present, 
viz: 

Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Gal- 
braith, Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Lang- 
ford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thomp- 
son of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Whitehurst. 

The  Serjeant-at-Arms  was  instructed  to  cause  the  appearance  of 
the  absent  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shine,  further  proceedings  under  the  call  were 
dispensed  with. 

Upon  the  question  of  striking  out  all  after  the  13th  Section,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Coombs,  Dell,  Galbraith,  Penn  and 
Thompson  of  Levy — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Dismukes,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel, 
Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa, 
VanZant  and  Whitehurst— 19. 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  all  afler  the  13th  Section. 

On  motion  the  rules  were  waived,  and  said  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  by  its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote 
was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Dismukes,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel, 
Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa, 
VanZant  and  Whitehurst— 19. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Galbraith, 
Parsons,  Penn  and  Thompson  of  Levy— 8. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

On  motion,  the  title  of  said  bill  was  amended  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  fifth  Judicial  Circuit,  and 
to  confer  the  powers  and  devolve  the  duties  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  upon  the  Circuit  Judges. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Whitehurst  was  permitted  to  intro- 
duce, without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  author- 
ize James  F.  Harley,  a  minor,  to  contract  and  be  contracted  with ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Rowley  was  permitted  to  introduce, 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  regula- 
tion of  Pilots  and  Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  wai^red,  read  the  second 
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and  third  times  by  its  title,  and  put  npon  its  passage,  apon  which  die 
Fote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombf, 
Dell,  Dismukes,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Hajnes,  HoUaman,  JohastoD, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowlej, 
Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  White- 
hurst— 23. 
Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor : 

Executive  Chakbeb,  ^ 
January  6,  1855.     ) 
Hon.  W.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  tJie 

House  of  Representatives  : 
Sir  : — I  respectfully  present  the  following  nominations  for  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  General  Assembly : 

For  the  County  of  Volusia : 
Auctioneer — Douglas  Dummett. 
Judge  of  Probate — H.  H.  Williams. 
Clerk  of  Circuit  Court — Virgil  DnPont 

County  Commissioners — John  D.  Sheldon,  H.  E.  Osteen,  Robert 
Chandler,  J.  C.  Houstouo. 
SherifT— John  Craig. 

Justices  of  the  Peace — Ora  Carpenter,  John  Bethel. 
For  the  County  of  Monroe : 

Auctioneers — Alexander  Patterson,   G.  L.  Bownc,   George  W. 
Cary,  William  A.  Pitcher,  B.  H.  Kerr. 

Commissioners  of  Pilotage  for  Key  West — Cornelius  Curtis,  John 
Curry,  sen,,  Frederick  Filer,  Felix  Senac,  A.  Patterson. 
For  the  County  of  Hamilton  : 
Auctioneer — Solomon  Rouse. 

For  the  County  of  St,  Johns : 
Auctioneer — Matthew  R.  Andrew. 

For  the  County  of  Gadsdeti : 
Auctioneer— rxhomas  D.  Wilson. 

For  the  County  of  Marion : 
Auctioneers — George  Helvenston,  Allen  J.  Cassady. 

For  the  County  of  Walton  : 
Auctioneer — Daniel  G.  Gunn. 

For  the  County  of  Escambia : 
Auctioneer — George  W.  Hutton. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S85 

For  the  C&mty  of  HUUborough :       ,  ' 
Port  Wardens  for  TafflpA— WUluun  Coolj,  William  Ashley,  Wil- 
liam  D.  Freeman. 

Auctioneers — James  D.  Green,  Willian  L.  Campbell. 

For  the  County  of  Cohmhia : 
Auctioneer — ^William  O.  Jeffries. 

For  the  County  of  Wahdla : 
Auctioneer — A.  B.  Noyes. 

Very  Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 
Which  was  read,  and  the  nominations  therein  contained>  adviaed 
Bud  consented  to. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency,  the  Gov- 
ernor: 

Executive  Chahbbb, 
Tallahassee,  January  6,  1854.  \ 
Hon.  W.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represenlatives : 
Sib  : —  I  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  Acts  and  Reso- 
lutions : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  relinquishment  to  the. United  States,^ 
in  certain  cases,  title  to  and  jurisdiction  over  lands  for  sites  of  Light 
Houses,  £,nd  for  other  purposes,  on  the  coast  and  waters  of  this 
State; 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  St  Augustine ; 
An  act  to  provide  for  and  encourage  a  liberal  system  of  IntemaL 
Improvements  in  this  State ; 

An  act  to  change  the  name  and  establish  the  county  site  of  St 
Lucie  County; 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectora  of  Tar  and 
Turpentine  in  this  State ; 

An  act  to  admit  Anderson  J.  Peeler  to  practice  law  in  ^  several 
Courts  of  this  State ; 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  the  Coun- 
ty of  Hillsborough  the  Military  Reserve,  embracing  Fort  Brooke,  for 
Rail  Road  purposes. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME, 
Which  was  read* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitehurst,  Mr.  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  was 
excused  from  further  attendance  after  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  Mr.  Rowley  was  excused  from  further  at- 
tendance after  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning,  approved 
January  24,  1851,  and  for  other  purposes; 
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Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Harris  moved  that  the  rale  be  waived,  and  said  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  and  pat  apon  its  passage ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Said  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  Gregory  Yneistra  and 
F.  B.  Bobe  to  establish  a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  role  waived,  read  the  second  and  third 
times  by  its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie^ 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismokes,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollsmao, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langtord,  Neel,  Penn,  Prescott,  Riviere, 
Rowley,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  WhitehuTBt — ^23l 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Hie  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Rowley  was  permitted  to  introdoce, 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  Hi- 
ram Benner,  Daniel  Davis  and  John  H.  Geiger  to  construct  a  Wharf 
in  the  City  of  Key  West; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
and  third  times  by  its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  ^ich  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Dell,  Dismukes,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hollaman,  Langford,  Neel,  P»in, 
Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa 
and  Whitehurst— 20. 

Nays — Messrs.  H&jneB,  Johnston  and  Thompson  of  Levy — 3. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  was  per- 
mitted to  introduce  with  previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act 
to  amend  the  Act  in  relation  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Clerks 
of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Celestino  Gonzalez 
to  establish  a  WhaH  in  the  City  of  Pensacola  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  and 
third  times  by  its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie, 
De'l,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Penn,  Pope,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  VanZant  and  Whitehurst — 22. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 
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Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  extend  the  HimtatiOQ  of  Mer* 
ehants'  Accounts  in  this  State ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  and  third 
times  by  its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote 
was: 

Yeas — IVfessrs.  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Galbraith,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Hajnes,  Hdliaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Neel,  Pope, 
PresGott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa 
Rosa  and  Whitehurst— 18. 

Nays — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baisden,  Brown,  Langford  and  Van- 
Zant— ^. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  general  act  for  the 
incorporation  of  Towns,  Academies,  and  Religious  Societies,  ap- 
proved January  6,  1847 ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time  by  its 
title  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Corporations. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment,  and  for  oth- 
er purposes,  with  the  Senate  amendments  thereto,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration. 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  said  amendments. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  aid  to  the  County  of 
Putnam  to  build  a  Court  House  and  Jail ; 

Was  read  &e  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  and 
third  times  by  its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote 
was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  DismuVes, 
Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  HoUaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Neel,  Par- 
sons, Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and 
Whitehurst— 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Johnston,  Langford,  and  Thompson  of  Levy — 3, 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  concerning  Interest ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  the  rule  being  waived  read  the  second 
time  by  its  title. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  bill,  Mr.  Dell  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  its  Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House  with 
all  after  the  enacting  clause  stricken  out. 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 
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Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Doctor  William 
8.  Wilson  and  others; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and,  the  role  beiog  waived,  read  the  se- 
cond time. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  to  st^e  ont ''  twentj.five''  in  the  16th  k'ne  and 
insert  "fifty;" 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rowley,  the  word  "fifty"  in  the  10th  line,  was 
stricken  ont,  and  the  word  "  twenty-five  "  inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  following  message  was  received  frota^  his  Exoelieney  the 
Governor : 

EXECUTIVB    OraKBBH,  > 

Tallabassbc,  January  9,  1855. ) 
Hon.  William  F.  Russbll, 

Speaker  cf  the  House  of  Mepreseniathes : 
Sir  : — ^I  respectfully  nominate  Samuel  W.  Burnett  as  Auctioneer 
Sn  and  for  the  County  of  Alachua. 

JAMBS  E.  BROOME. 
Which  was  read,  and  the  nomination  therein  contained,  advised 
and  consented  to. 
On  motion, 
The  House  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M 

The  House  resumed  its  session. 

The  roll  being  called^  the  following  members  answered  to  their 
names,  viz : 

Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismokes, 
Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Ned,  Parsons,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Shine  aod 
Whitehurst— 20. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  in- 
structed  to  cause  the  appearance  of  the  absentees. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  a  quorum  was  present 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  providing  the  manner  of  carrying  up 
Appeals  from  the  Justice's  Courts,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  tbe 
Vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dis- 
mukes,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Penn  and  Pope — 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Langford,  Neel,  Prescott,  Shine,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst — 6. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated; 
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Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  the  House  were  transmitted 
to  the  Senate,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  regulation  of  Pilots  and  Pilot-* 
age  of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola ;   . 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  Hiram  Benner,  Daniel  Da- 
vis, and  John  H.  Geiger  to  construct  a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Key 
West; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  Celestino  Gonzalez 
to  establish  a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  Gregory  Yneistra  and 
F.  B.  Bobe  to  establish  a  Wharf  in  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  granting  aid  to  the  County  of 
Putnam  to  build  a  Court  House  and  Jail ;  and 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  extend  the  limitation  of  Mer- 
chants' Accoants  in  this  State. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  enjoyment 
of  chartered  privileges  of  the  Columbus  Bridge  Company  ; 

Was  reed  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time 
by  its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes, 
HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons, 
Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst — 27. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Rowley  was  permitted  to  introduce 
without  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  County  Site  in  Walton  County,  and 
for  other  purposes ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second 
and  third  times  by  its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Holla- 
man,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Penn,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst — ^25. 

Nays — None.  *  ( 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shine,  the  vote  upon  the  passage  of  said  bill 
was  reconsidered. 

Said  bill  being  again  put  upon  its  passage,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dell,  HarnS) 
37  II 
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Haynes,  Parsons,  Peno,  Pope,  Preseott^  Rowley  snd  Thompeon  of 
Levy— 12. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Brown,  Dismnkes,  Dammett,  Galbraidi,  Haddock, 
HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Ririere, 
Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehorst*— 14. 

So  the  bill  was  lost 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Taylor; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  oa 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  die  Connty  of  Ubertj ; 
.  Was  read  the  second  time,  the  mle   waived,  read  a  third  time  bj 
its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Coombs,  Chaires,  Dell,  Dis- 
mnkes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynea,  HoUaman, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassan,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope, 
Prescott^  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Hiompsoa  of 
SanU  Rosa  and  Whitehnrst— 26. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Dommett  moved  that  the  Uonse  reconsider  the  vote  rejecting 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  to  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Connty  Site  in  Walton  County,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  alter  and  change  the  laws  now  of 
foice  in  this  State  in  reference  to,the  limitation  of  ac^ns  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  waa : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombe, 
Dell,  Dismokes,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Holbunao, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowley  and 
Whitehurst— 19. 

Nays — Messrs.  Langford,  Neel,  Riviere,  Shine  and  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa — 5. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  Spiritnotf 
Liquors; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Dummett  moved  that  the  bill  {le  indefinitdy  postponed,  npoo 
which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Dam* 
mett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Hollamam,  Johnston,  Langford, 
Neel,  Penn,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson 
of  SanU  Rota  and  Whiiehont— 20. 
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Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Harris^  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parson*, 
Pope  and  Prescott — 6. 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read  : 

Senate  Chamber, 

January  9,  1855. 
Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives : 
Sir  : — The  Senate  has  receded  from  its  amendment  to  House  res- 
olution relative  to  copying  the  laws  of  the  present  session. 
Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
Ordered  that  the  resolution  be  enrolled. 
The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Senate  Chamber,         ) 
January  9    1855. ) 
Hon,  Speaker  of  tJie  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  : — ^The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills,  viz : 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An*act  for  the  benefit  of  James  Gough ; 
House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  taking  of  the  Census  of 
1855  in  this  State ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
Physicians  who  are  summoned  to  attend  Coroner's  Juries ; 

House  bill  to  be  enUlled  An  act  to  amend  the  attachment  laws 
now  in  force  in  this  State,  was  lost  in  the  Senate. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  adopt  an  equal  and  uniform 
mode  of  Taxation  in  this  State,  was  indefinitely  postponed  by  the 
Senate ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  defining  the  duties  of  Witnesses, 
with  enclosed  amendment. 

In  which  amendment  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives is  respectfully  requested. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
Ordered  that  the  House  bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate  without 
amendment  be  enrolled,  and  that  the  Senate  bill  and  amended  House 
bill  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Senate  Chamber, 

January  9th,  1855. 
Hon,  of  Speaker  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  :— The  Senate  has  receded  from  its  amendments  to  House 
Resolution  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
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A  bill  to  bo  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  Trostees  ofthelotW' 
nal  Improvement  Fund  to  surrender  the  rights  title  and  claim  of  the 
State  to  certain  lands ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  all  acts  in  relation  to  the 
sale  of  Spirituous  Liquors ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage^  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott  and  Thompson  of 
Levy — 5. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett, 
Calbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Lang, 
ford,  Neel,  Penn,  Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and 
Whitehurst— 18. 

So  the  bill  was  lost 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Harris  offered  the  following  resolo- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  House  hold  evening  sessions  undl  the  Orders 
of  the  Day  are  gone  through  with ; 

Which  was  adopted. 

Resolution  to  instruct  the  Attorney  General  to  sue  for  certain 
lands  in  Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third  time  bj 
its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  whicli  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Dell,  Haddock,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Penn, 
Prescott,  Rowley  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Christie,  Coombs,  Dummett,  Harris,  Haynes, 
Hollaman,  Johnston,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Shine  tod 
Thompson  of  Levy — 13. 

So  the  resolution  was  lost 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  W.  C.  Dennis  to  baild  a 
wharf  in  the  city  of  Key  West ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Dummett  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  oo  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pope  oflered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  House  meet  at  five  o'clock,  A.  M.,  until  the 
close  of  the  session. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution^  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
for,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dismokea, 
Dummett,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Rowley,  Shine  and  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa — 18. 
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Nayt— Meiiurs.  Johnstdiiy  Neel,  Prescott  and  Thompson  of  Levy 
*— 4. 

So  the  Resolation  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  votes  upon  the  reso- 
loiion  requiring  evening  Sessions,  and  upon  the  resolation  fixing  the 
hour  of  meeting  at  5  o'clock,  A.  M. ; 

Which  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dummett  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  12  o'clock 
to-night ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dummett  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  l(y,  o'clock, 
P.M.; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dummett  moved  that  the  the  House  take  a  recess  until  15 
minutes  past  10, o'clock. 

Which  was  not  agi'eed  to. 

Mr.  Dummett  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  20  min- 
utes past  10  o'clock ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  House  recouMdered  the  vote  adopting 
the  resolutioB  requiring  evening  sessions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  5 
o'clock,  A.  M. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  10,  1855. 

The  Ho,98»  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Speaker  being  absent,  on  motion,  Mr.  Brown  took  the  Chair. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  answered  to  their 
papies,  viz: 

Messrs.  Brown,  Coombs,  Dismukes,  and  Jones  of  Nassau. 

A  quorum  not  being  present,  on  motion,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
was  instructed  to  cause  the  appearance  of  the  absent  members. 

The  Sergeant-at-Amis  refused  to  obey  the  instructions  of  the 
House. 

The  roll  being  again  called,  the  following  members  answered  to 
their  names,  viz : 

Messrs.  Brown,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Haynes  and  Jones  of 
Nassau. 

The  roll  being  again  called,  the  following  members  answered  to 
their  names,  viz : 

Messrs.  Brown,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Haynes,  Jones  of  Nas* 
sau,  Langford,  Neel  and  Pope. 

Mr.  Coombs  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  5 
o'clock,  A.  M ; 

Which  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 
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The  roO  being  again  called^  the  foDowiog  nemben  aoswered  to 
their   names,  viz  : 

Mr.  Speaker^  Messrs.  Brown,  Ceou^  Dell,  Diamnkes,  Hajmes, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel  and  Pope. 

Mr.  Coombs  moved  that  the  House  aiQoora  mtil  to-morrow,  5 
o'c]ock,|A.  M. ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  9  o'clock, 
A.M.; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  instructed  to  arrest  the  ab- 
sent members  and  bring  them  into  the  House. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  9  o'clock, 
A.  M. 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  foU owing  men^rs  answered  to  tiieir 
names,  viz : 

Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismiyces,  Haddock, 
Harris,  Hajnes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Pope 
and  Rowley. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  absent  members  were  fined  the  sizn 
ef  ^ve  dollars  each. 

Mr.  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  having  made  his  appearance  and 
rendered  his  excuse,  Mr.  Rowley  moved  that  Mr.  Thompson  of  San- 
ta Rosa  be  excused  for  non-attendance  ; 

Which  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Johnston  having  made  his  appearance,  Mr.  Hollaman  moved 
that  Mr.  Johnston  be  excused  from  the  fine  for  non-attendance ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  the  House  took  a  recess  until  9  o'docL 


9  O'CLOCK,  A.  M. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

The  Speaker  being  absent  on  motion,  Mr.  Shine  took  the  Chair. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  oaembers  answered  to  thar 
names,  viz: 

Messrs.  Haddock,  Haynes,  Johnston,  Prescott  and  ^ne. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  sent  for  the  absent  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haddock,  the  absent  members  were  fined  the 
sum  of  five  dollars  each. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  answered  to  Iheir 
names,  viz: 

Messrs.  Christie,  Dell,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Hayues,  Johnston, 
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Jones  of  N«88aii,Ned,  Pope»  Preoeott^  Rowley,  SUne  and  Thomp-^ 
eon  of  Levy. 

The  doors  were  closed  and  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  instraoted  to 
cause  the  appearance  of  the  absent  members. 

The  speaker  announced  that  a  qaorani  was  present. 

The  reading  of  the  Jonmid  of  yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

An  invitation  being  received  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  General  John  P.  Duval,  to-day, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shine,  ordered  that  the  House  take  a  recess  at 
half  past  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  meet  again  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  s^  funeral. 

The  Committee  on  Corporations  made  the  following  Report : 

Hie  Committee  on  Incorporations,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  general  act  for  the  Incorporation  of 
Towns,  Academies  and  Religious  Societies,  approved  January  6tb^ 
1847,  respeotfoBy 

REPORT : 

That  we  have  had  the  same  under  eonsideration,  and  your  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  l^at  all  persons  enjoying  special  privileges  un* 
tier  acts  of  Incorporation,  should  assist  in  defraying  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  same  and  inasmuch  as  said  bill  proposes  to  exoner- 
ate from  taxation  all  persons  who  may  not  be  the  owner  of  real,  per- 
gonal, or  mixed  property,  your  Committee  offer  the  following  section 
as  an  amendment. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DAVID  W.  HOLLAMAN, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  the  accompanying  bill  placed  among  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  Message  from  the  Senate  was  read  : 

SsNATE  Chamber,         ) 
January  10,  1855.  ) 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  R^esenttOives : 

SiK : — ^The  Senate  has  refused  to  concur  in  House  amendment  to 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Palatka 
and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company. 

The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills  and  resolution,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  any  deduction  on  Cotton 
Bales ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tallahassee  and 
Georgia  Railroad  Company ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Pilotage 
of  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola,  with  enclosed  amendment; 

In  which  amendment  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Represent 
tatives  is  respectfully  requested. 
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The  Senate  huind^bildjpoitpefied  the  folkmhigli^  tic: 

Uouee  bill  to  be  entitled  Ar  act  to  estsbUsh  a  regular  rale  oCCom- 
Diissioo  for  ail  pefsons  actii^  as  A^ata  for  maatera  ol  aldps  or  ves- 
sels at  the  Port  of  Key  Weei ;  aod 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  antbome  Hiraan  Beoner,  Dan- 
iel Davis  and  John  H.  Geigo*  to  eonstract  a  wl«rf  at  the  ei^  of 
KejWeaL 

Toy  Reapeet^T, 

D.  G.  UVlXGSTCN. 

Seananf  i^  iht  Sen^U. 

Ordered  that  the  Senate  bills  be  placed  among  the  Oidera  of  the 
Daj. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hajnes,  a  Committee  was  appoinied  consistiDg 
Messrs  Haynes,  Johnston  and  DeQ,  to  confer  with  a  similar  Com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in  reference  to  the  ^fisagreeoKot 
upon  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  grantii^  cerlaiB  laods  to  the 
Pajaika  and  Micanopj  Plank  Road  Company. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Soiate. 

On  DM>tion,  the  Honse  eoncnrred  in  Senate  aanen^hpeot  to  a  bill 
to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  regalatioo  of  PiloCs  and  ra^rtage  of  die 
Bar  aod  Harbor  of  Pensacola. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  eertified  to  the  Senate^  and  that  said  bill 
be  enrolled. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bin  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Act  amendatory  of  ^ 
Act  to  organize  the  Sapreme  Court  of  the  State ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  resolution  authorizing  the  Comptroller  to  audit  certain  accounts 
therein  named ; 

Wa3  read  the  third  time  and  pat  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
Tote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Oiristie,  Dell,  Dismnkes,  Dom- 
mett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris^  Haynes,  HoUaman,  JohustoD, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  PrescoU,  Riviere, 
Rowley,  Thompson  of  Leiy  and  Whitehurst — ^S^ 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  remoTe  the  obstructions  to  the 
naviiration  of  the  Suwannee  Rirer ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
to-morrow. 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  the  Hoose  were  transmitted 
to  the  Senate,  Yiz  : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  alter  and  change  the  laws  now  m 
force  in  this  Slate  in  reference  to  the  limitation  of  actions ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


297 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  providing  the  manner  of  carrying  tip 
appeals  from  the  Justice's  Coarts,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  enjoyment 
of  chartered  privileges  by  the  Columbus  Bridge  Company ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Liberty ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  Florida 
in  the  settlement  of  boundary  with  the  State  of  Georgia ;  and 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  fifth  Judicial  Circuit  in 
tills  State. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  regulating  the  sale  of  State  Lands ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 
On  motion  the  substitute  recommended  to  said  bill  by  the  Committee 
on  State  Lands,  to  be  entitled  An  act  regulating  the  sale  of  State 
Lands,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  adopted  in  lieu  of  the  original 
bill. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commitiee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  bill,  Mr.  Thomdson  of  Levy  in 
the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee  rose^ 
and  by  its  Chairman,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  asked  to  be  discharged  : 

Which  report  was  received,  and  the  amendments  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  said  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  by  its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Dell,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott  and 
Thompson  of  Levy — 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dismukes,  Haddock,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones 
of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa, 
and  Whitehurst— 11. 

So  the  bill  passed — ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived,  the  Committee  on  Mileage  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  mile- 
age, have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  report 
the  annexed  list  to  the  House  for  their  consideration.  They  have 
consulted  ail  the  members  present  and  find  the  number  of  miles  op- 
posite their  names  to  be  the  whole  number  of  miles  traveled  by 
such  Representative. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

PHILIP  DELL,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  the  accompanying  list  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee. 

On  motion. 

The  House  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
38  H 
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3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  its  session — ^a  quorum  present. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  and  establish  the  fees  of 
the  Secretary  of  State ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage^  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Ddl, 
Dismukes,  Dummett,  Harris,  Uajnes,  HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rowlej,  Shine,  Thompson  of  San- 
ta Rosa  and  Whitehurst — 19. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Langford  and  Riviere — 3. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the  following 
Bills  and  report  the  same  as  correctly  Enrolled : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Coro- 
ner's Juries,  approved  January  24,  1851 ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Physi- 
cians who  are  summoned  to  attend  Coroner's  Juries ; 

Resolution  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  An  act  entitled  An  act  to 
change  the  name  of  Oliver  Price  to  that  of  Oliver  Delk,  and  for  other 
purposes,  approved  January  8,  1853 ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Absalom  W.  Smith  to  es- 
tablish a  Ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  legitimatize  and  change  the  names 
of  certain  persons  therein  named  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Charles  Irvin 
Vincan,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Resolution  relative  to  copying  the  Laws  of  the  present  session. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  M.  C.  NEEL, 
Chairman. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Senate  Cuahbrr, 

January  10, 1855. 

Hath  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives : 

Sib  :— ^The  Senate  has  receded  from  its  amendment  to  Honsee 
bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  grant  preemption 
rights  to  settlers  on  State  Lands,  approved  December  31st,  1852. 

The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills  and  resolutions,  viz: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  City  of 
Tallahassee ; 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cherry,  a  free  woman 
of  color; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  non-residents  of  this 
State  from  hunting  or  killing  any  deer  or  other  game  within  the  lim- 
its of  this  State  and  for  other  purposes ; 

House  bill   to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  preservation  of  Bridges ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  incorporating  the  Florida  and 
Macon  Railway  Company ; 

House  bill  to  be  enlitled  An  act  to  prevent  persons  encamping 
rom  leaving  fire  at  their  camps,  has  been  indefinitely  postponed  by 
the  Senate. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  locate  the  Seminary  of  Learn- 
ing to  be  established  West  of  the  Sawannee  River  in  this  State,  was 
lost  in  the  Senate. 

Resolution  in  relation  to  payment  of  accounts  of  Henry  J.  Stew- 
art, and  J.  J.  Duncan ;  and 

House  Resolution  to  pay  agents  for  selecting  Swamp  Lands. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered  that  the  House  bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate  be  on- 
rolled,  and  that  the  Senate  bills  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the 
Day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hollaman,  the  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  pro« 
vide  for  the  location  of  the  State  Seminary  West  of  the  Suwannee 
River,  was  taken  from  the  table  ; 

Said  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  His  Excellency,  the 
Governor : 

Executive  Chamber, 
January  10,  1855. 
Hon.  W.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir  : — I  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  Bills  and  Reso- 
lution : 

An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Manatee ; 

An  act  to  authorize  Elijah  Johnson  &  Co.  to  establish  a  ferry 
across  the  Chatahoochee  River ; 

An  act  to  authorize  Benjamin  Marshell  to  charge  Wharfage  in  the 
Town  of  Milton ; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  approved  November  21,  1828,  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Lumber  in  the  various  counties, 
of  this  State  ; 

Resolution  in  relation  to  a  mail  route. 

'  Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 
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The  following  Message  was  received  from  his  Ezeelleiley  die 
Governor : 

EXBCUTTVE    ChAMBEK,      ) 

January  10,  1855.  ) 
Hon   W.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir  : — I  respectfully  submit  the  following  nominations  for  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

For  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Caraway  Smith ;  For  Paf. 
roaster  General,  Edward  Hoostoun. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Which  was  read  and  the  nominations  therein  contained  were  ad 
vised  and  consented  to. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  Ihe 
Governor : 

ExEcunvE  Chambcb,        ) 
Tallahassee,  January  9,  1855.  \ 
Hon.  Wm.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ; 

Sir  : — ^I  respectfully  return,  without  my  approval,  an  Act  entitled 
"  An  Act  for  Ae  relief  of  purchasers  of  Swamp  and  Internal  Improve- 
ment Lands  from  the  United  States." 

The  Bill  requires  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  to  make  the  State's 
title  to  such  Internal  Improvement  or  Swamp  Land  as  may  have  been 
or  may  hereafter  be  purchased  by  individuals  from  tiie  United  States, 
on  such  individual's  relinquishing  his  or  her  claim  against  the  United 
States  for  the  purchase  money,  &c. 

The  Bill  for  the  encouragement  of  a  liberal  system  of  Internal  Im- 
provements, &c.,  approved  on  the  6th  instant,  enumerates  in  its  fint 
Section  the  Internal  Improvement  Land  remaining  unsold,  together 
with  the  proceeds  of  sales  remaining  on  hand,  or  hereafter  to  accnie; 
also,  the  Swamp  and  Overflowed  Land,  with  the  proceeds  that  have 
or  may  hereafter  accrue,  and  makes  them  a  distinct  and  separate  fond, 
for  certain  specified  purposes. 

The  second  Section  of  that  Bill  provides  "  That  for  the  purpose  of 
assuring  a  proper  application  of  said  fund,  for  the  purposes  herein 
declar^,  said  lands,  and  all  the  funds  arising  from  the  sale  thoeof^ 
after  paying  the  necessary  expenses  of  selection,  management  and 
sale,  are  hereby  irrevocably  vested  in  ^ve  Trustees,  to- wit :  In  tbe 
Governor  of  this  State,  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  the  State 
Treasurer,  the  Attorney  General,  and  the  Register  of  State  Lands, 
and  their  successors  in  office,  to  hold  the  same  in  trust,  for  &e  uses 
and  purposes  hereinafter  provided,  with  the  power  to  sell  and  trans- 
fer said  lands  to  the  purchasers,  and  receive  payment  for  the  same," 
d;c. 

These  Sections  seem  to  have  been  specially  designed  to  vest  tids 
whole  Fund  irrevocably  in  Trustees,  for  certain  purposes  specified  io 
the  deed  of  trust,  and  certainly  commits  to  them  the  power  to  s^ 
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and  tnuififer.  The  Act  onder  consideration  seeks  to  withdraw  this 
power  from  them,  in  a  certain  class  of  cases,  and  confer  it  upon  the 
State  Register.  If  the  power  now  exists  in  the  General  Assembly 
to  witiidraw  any  portion  of  ihe  Fund,  it  exists  to  withdraw  the 
whole,  and  may  be  used  to  defeat  the  objects  of  the  trust  Such  is 
not,  I  am  sure,  the  design  of  the  present  General  Assembly,  but  any 
action  on  their  part,  seeming  to  assert  such  a  reservation,  may  lead 
to  embarrassment  hereafter. 

But  supposing  the  power  to  withdraw  or  control  the  Fund  reserv- 
ed— then  the  Act  would  be  objectionable  on  the  ground  of  its  expe- 
diency. The  sales  of  Swamp  and  overflowed  lands  made  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  since  the  date  of  the  Act  ceding  them  to  the  State,  ia 
l)elieyed  to  be  little  (if  any)  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
acres.  To  perfect  the  tide  to  the  numerous  purchasers  of  these 
lands,  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  bill,  would  involve  great  labo^ 
and  expense ;  whereas,  the  parties  now  hold  the  Government  title, 
and  a  sim{de  transfer  of  title  from  the  State  to  the  Government, 
would  make  each  of  these  individual  tides  perfect  This  could  be 
done  by  the  Board  with  very  litde  trouble,  and  without  the  delay 
idiich  would  necessarily  attend  the  proceedings  under  this  Act 

For  these  reasons  the  Act  is  returned,  and  its  re-consideration  re- 
spectfully reqoested. 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

Which  was  read  and  the  consideration  of  the  bill  returned,  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  House  reconsider  the  vote  rejecting 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion of  a  County  Site  in  Walton   County,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Which  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Lagoon  and  Perdi- 
do  Canal  Company ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

The  amendments  recommended  by  the  Committee  to  whom  said 
bill  was  referred,  were  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  until  the  fourth  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  B.  Thompson  to 
establish  a  Ferry  across  the  South  fork  of  Black  Creek ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second 
time  by  its  title. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prescott,  said  bill  was  amended  by  inserting 
the  words  "  '1*011  Bridge  or"  before  the  word  "  Ferry,*'  wherever  it 
occurs  in  said  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  Mr.  Brown  was  excused  from  further 
attendance  after  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  regulating  Quarantine  for  the  Port  of 
St  Marks: 
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Was  read  the  third  time  and  pat  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
Tote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  DisQiukes,  Dummett,  Galbraitb,  Harris,  Hoilaman,  John- 
Blon,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Penn,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Rowlej, 
Shine.  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa,  and  Whitehurst — 21. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  times  of  holding  the 
Circuit  Courts  in  the  Eastern  Circuit  of  Florida ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  apon  which  die 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraitb,  Harris,  Hoilaman, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Ri- 
viere, Rowley,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst— 
23. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  establish  certain  Mall  Routes  m 
Alachua  County ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraitb,  Harris,  Hoilaman, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Pope,  Riviere,  Rowley,  Shine, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst — 21. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  Resolution  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  now  remaining  in  Florida,  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  State,  approved  January  20,  1851  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  were  ai 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Dell,  Dummett,  Galbraitb,  Johnston,  Penn, 
Pope,  Prescott  and  Rowley — 9. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Carter,  Harris,  Hoilaman,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst — 12. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Russell  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Upon  which  the  yeas  nays  were  called  for,  and  were  as  follows 
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Yeaa — Mr.  Speaker,  Megsrs.  Christie,  Dell»  Dismakes^  Dammetty. 
Galbraith,  Hollaman,  Penn,  Pope  and  Prescott — 10. 

Nays — Messrs  Brown,  Carter,  Harris,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Langford,  Parsons,  Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson 
of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehorst — 12. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  said  bill  indefinitely. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dnmmett,  the  House  reconsidered  the  resolu- 
tion fixing  the  hour  of  meeting  at  5  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  rule  being  waived^the  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  Committee  of  Finance  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  1855, 

REPORT: 

That  they  reconmiend  a  substitute  for  the  original  bill. 

JNO.  PARSONS, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill  and  substitute  placed 
first  among  the  Onders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  half  past  6  o'- 
clock. 

Mr.  Dammett  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  10 
o^clock,  A.  M. ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- morrow,  9 
o'clock,  A.  M. 


THURSDAY,  January  11, 1855. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  meoibers  answered  to  theur 
names,  viz : 

Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dis- 
mukes.  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Prescott  and  Riviere — 17. 

A  quorum  not  being  present,  the  Sergeant- at- Arms  was  sent  afler 
the  absent  members. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  members  answered  to  their 
names,  viz : 

Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dis- 
roukes,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson  of 
Levy  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — ^. 

A  quorum  was  not  present 
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The  Speaker  announce  that  a  qaontm  was  present 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

On  motioo,  the  reading  of  the  Joarnal  of  yesterday  was  diqmised 
with. 

The  Committee  on  EnroUed  Bills  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the  following 
bill  and  find  it  correctly  Enrolled  : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  incorporating  the  Florida  and  Macoa 
Railway  Company. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  M,  C.  NEEL, 

Chairman. 

The  following  Bills  and  Reeoktions  which  had  passed  the  House, 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  times  of  holding  die 
Circuit  Courts  in  the  Eastern  Circuit  ot  Florida ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  regulating  the  sale  of  State  Lands, 
and  for  other  purposes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  and  establidi  the  fees  of 
the  Secretary  of  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  regnlatiiig  Qnarantine  for  the  Port  of 
St  Marks; 

Resolution  asking  Congress  to  estoblidi  certain  Mail  Rentes  in 
Alachua  County ;  and 

Resolution  authorizing  the  Comptroller  to  audit  certain  Accounts 
therein  named* 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  making  appropriations  for  tiie  fiscal 
year  1855; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  substitute  recommended  by 
the  Finance  Committee,  was  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  said  bill,  Mr.  Pope  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  its  Churman,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House  widi 
amendments. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  the  amendments  concur- 
red m. 

Mr.  Ddi  moved  that  the  amendment  adopted  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Wh(^e  allowing  one  day's  compensation  for  each  thirty  miles 
travel,  be  stricken  out 

Upon  which  motion,  die  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  wen 
as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Carter,  Chdres,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismokei^ 
Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris  and  Haynes — 10. 
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Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Ha«)dock,  Hollaman,  Jobo* 
aton,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott,  Riviere,  Shine,  Tliompson  of  Levy  and  Thompson  ol  Santa 
Rosa—16. 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  said  amendment 

Mr.  Carter  moved  that  the  amendment  be  amended  so  as  to  take 
effect  at  the  beginning  of  the  Eighth  Session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Pope,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Penn,  Haynes  and  Prescott 

A  Con^mittee  from  the  Senate  requested  the  return  to  that  body  of 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  persons  encamping  from  leav- 
ing fire  at  their  camps. 

A  Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Shine,  Lang- 
ford  and  Thompson  ot  Levy,  to  return  said  bill  to  the  Senate. 

The  rale  being  waived,  the  following  report  was  received  and 
read: 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  "  a  bill  to  be  enti- 
tled An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  P.  K.  Savage  and  Haley  T.  Blocker,'^ 
have  considered  the  same,  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  prepared  a  substitute  for  said  bill,  which  thej  re- 
spectfully submit  to  the  House. 

B.  C.  POPE, 

J.  B.  GALBRAITH, 

R.  A.  SHINE. 

The  substitute  recommended  by  said  Committee  was  adopted  in 
lieu  of  the  original  bill,  and  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  ^rown,  Dell,  Dnmmett,  Galbraith,  Haynes,  Lang- 
ford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy  and 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Carter,  Christie,  Dismukes,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau  and  Riviere — ^9. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

On  motion  the  title  of  said  bill  was  amended  by  adding  the  words^ 
*'  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered  that  the  passage  of  said  bill  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  Report: 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the  following 
bills  and  find  the  same  correctly  Enrolled : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  preservation  of  Bridges ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  relative  to  depositions  taken  under 
Commission ; 

39  H 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  re-establidunent  of 
tke  Records  of  St  Lacie  County ; 

Resolution  to  pay  Agent's  for  selecting  Swamp  Liands. 
Respectfullj  submitted, 

W.  M.  C.  NEEL, 

Chflirman. 

The  message  of  the  Governor  returning  without  approval  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  Swamp  or  Inter- 
nal Improvement  Lands  from  the  United  States,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration ; 

Upon  the  question  of  the  passage  of  said  bill  over  the  veto  of  the 
Governor,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — None. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chn8tie,DelI,Dninmett, 
Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson 
of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst — ^12. 

So  the  bill  was  lost 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  William 
S.  Wilson,  and  others : 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs, 
Dummett,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson  of 
Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst — ^21. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  call  of  the  House  being  ordered,  the  following  members  were 
present,  viz : 

Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs^ 
Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hayne-, 
Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Parsons 
Penn,  Pope,  Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson  ot  Levy,  Thompson  of  San- 
ta Rosa  and  Whitehurst 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  instructed  to  cause  the  appearance  of 
t  he  absent  members. 

Senate  Resolution  relative  to  copying  the  laws  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, came  up  on  its  third  reading  ai.d  was  indifinitely   postponed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
Pensacola  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  said  bill  was  amended  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing proviso  at  the  end  of  the  first  section  : 

Provided,  The  said  extensions  may  be  made  if  the  said  Company 
)i  .11  liHTc  lin  r  th*^  ^nid  Rond  as  contemplated  by  the  act  to  provide 
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for  and  encourage  a  liberal  system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  thin 
State. 

The  rale  being  waived,  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  put  op- 
on  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Dell,  Dis- 
makes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hollaman,  Johnstpn, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford^  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and 
Whitehurst— 24. 

Nays — Mr.  Coombs — 1. 

On  motion  leave  was  granted  to  the  absent  members  to  record 
their  votes  as  they  should  come  in. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Senate   Chamber,  ) 

January  11th,  1855.^ 
Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  : — ^The  Senate  has  concurred  in  House  amendments  to  a  bill 
to  be  entitled  An  act  to  create  a  fifth  Judical  Circuit 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tallahassee 
and  Quiucy  Plank  Road  Company ; 

Was  read  the  second  time  by  its  title,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third 
time  by  its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Dismukes,  Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hollaman, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere, 
Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  White- 
hurst—23. 

Nays — None. 

On  motion,  leave' was  granted  to  absent  members  to  record  their 
votes  on  said  bill. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act 
to  incorporate  the  Jacksonville  and  Alligator  Plank  Road  Compa- 
ny, 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  third  time  by 
its  tide  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Dell,  Dis- 
mukes, Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hollaman,  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Shine, 
Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst — 22, 

Nays — None. 

On  motion,  leave  was  granted  to  the  absent  members  to  record 
their  votes  on  said  bill. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Florida  and  Macon 
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Railway  Company,  was  transmitted  for  approval  to  his  Excelleoey 
the  Governor. 
On  motion,  the  House  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  its  session.     A  quorum  present 

The  following  bills  and  resolutions,  which  had  passed  both  Hodms, 
and  had  been  duly  enrolled  and  signed,  were  transmitted  to  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  viz : 

An  act  amendatory  of  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Cor- 
oner's Juries,  approved  January  24,  1851  ; 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Physicians  who  are  som- 
moned  to  attend  Coroner's  Juries ; 

An  act  to  repeal  An  act  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  name  of 
Oliver  Price  to  that  of  Oliver  Delk,  and  for  ether  purposes,  approred 
January  8,  1853  ; 

An  act  to  authorize  Absalom  W.  Smith  to  establish  a  Ferry  across 
the  Suwannee  River ; 

An  act  to  legitimatize  and  change  the  names  of  certaiu  persons 
therein  named ; 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Charles  Irvin  Vincan,  and  for  other 
purposes; 

Resolution  relative  to  copying  the  Laws  of  the  present  session; 

An  act  relative  to  Depositions  taken  under  Commission  ; 

An  act  for  the  preservation  of  Bridges ; 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  Records  of  St 
Lucie  County ;  and 

Resolution  to  pay  Agents  for  selecting  Swamp  Lands. 

Messrs.  Bellamy,  Carter  and  Haynes  recorded  their  votes  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Pensacola  and  Georgia  Hailroad  Company. 

The  vote  then  stood  : 

Yeas— 27. 

Nays — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Bellamy,  Carter,  Haynes  and  Parsons  recorded  their  votes 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate 
the  Tallahassee  and  Quincy  Plank  Road  Company. 

The  vole  then  stood  : 

Yeas— 27. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Bellamy,  Carter,  Coombs,  Haynes  and  Parsons  recorded 
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It  heir  votes  in  Tavor  of  the  passive  of  a  bill  (o  be  entitled  An  aet  to 
amend  An  act  to  incorporate  iite  Jacksonville  and  AlK^tdr  Platik 
Road  Company. 

The  vote  then  stood : 

Yeas— 27. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  «ame  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  amendatory  of  Ihe  several  Acts 
now  in  force  in  this  State  in  rdatton  to  trading  with  Negroes ;: 

Was  read  the  first  time^  the  rale  waived,  read  the  sesdttd  and 
third  times  by  its  title  and  put'upoa  its  passage,  upon  which- the  vote 
was: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Penn  and  Thompson  of 
Santa  Rosa — 4. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dismukes, 
Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  John- 
ston, Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Neel,  Pope,  Prescott,  Rrvi^rt, 
Shine  and  Whiteh«rst— 2a 

So  the  bill  was  lost 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived,  the  J^idiciary  Committee  made  the  follow- . 
ing  report : 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  enti- 
tled An  act  to  authonzo  Samuel  D.  Howse,  of  Marion  County,  to 
assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate,  ask  leave  to  report  the 
l>iU  back  to  the  House,  and  recommend  that  it  pass. 

B.  C.  POPE, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying  bill  read  the  second 
and  third  times  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Neel,  Penn,  Pope, 
Prf  scott.  Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy,  Thompson  of  Santa 
Hosa  and  Whitehurst— la 

Nays — Messrs.  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dis- 
mukes,  Galbraith,  Langford  and  Parsons — 9. 

So  the  bill  passed — ^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived,  the  Judiciary  Committee  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  same  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  granting  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  judgments  and  orders 
of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  to  the  Circuit  Court,  ask 
leave  to  report  the  bill  back  to  the  House,  and  recommend  its  pas- 
sage. B.  C.  POPE, 

Chairman. 
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Which  was  received  and  the  accompanyiog  bill  placed  among  tha 
Orders  of  the  Day. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  Coart 
in  the  Southern  Judicial  Circuit  ofFIorida  ; 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third  time  bj 
its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Brown,  Carter,  Chaires, 
Christie,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  HaniB, 
Haynes,  HolUman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langtord,  Ned, 
Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy, 
Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst — 27. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Senate  Chaxbkb,  } 

January  11, 185d.  ^ 
.Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representaiives  : 

Sir  : — The  Senate  have  appointed  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Hawes  and 
Cone,  a  Committee  of  conference  to  act  with  a  similar  Committee 
4ippointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  in  relation  to  the  House 
amendment  to  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  Land  to  the  Pa- 
IsLtks.  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company. 

Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 

Also  the  following : 

Senate  Chamber,  > 

January  11,  1855.  J 
Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representaiives  : 

Sir  : — ^The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  Bills  and  ResoIntioDi, 
viz: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  An  act  entitled  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  G.  W.  Philips,  approved  January  14,  1853 ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  relative  to  taking  Depositions  under 
Commission ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Militia  Laws  of  this 
State  ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  regulating  Quarantine  for  &e 
Port  of  St.  Marks ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  Secretary 
of  State. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  4th  clause  of  the  3d 
chapter  of  the  4th  division  of  the  Laws,  in  relation  to  Crimes  and 
MisdemeanorB,  has  been  lost  in  the  Senate. 
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House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  entitled  An  act 
to  amend  the  Patrol  Laws  of  this  State ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  persons  encamping, 
from  leaving  fire  at  their  camps,  with  enclosed  amendments. 

Hoase  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  persons  from  attempt- 
ing to  entice  or  steal  negroes,  has  been  indefinitely  postponed  hy  the 
Senate. 

Resolution  in  relation  to  Mail  Route  from  St  Johns  to  Newnans- 
ville; 

House  resolution  for  the  relief  of  L.  C.  Demilly ;  and 

House  resolution  asking  that  the  New  Orleans  and  Key  West 
mail  steamers  be  required  to  touch  at  St  Andrew's. 

\ery  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretwy  of  Senate. 

Ordered  that  the  House  bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate  without 
amendment  be  enrolled,  and  that  the  Senate  bills  be  placed  among 
the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  Senate  amendments  to  the  Bill 
to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  prevent  persons  encamping  from  leaving 
fire  at  their  Camps  ; 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Pope  was  permitted  to  introduce  with- 
out previous  notice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  a- 
mendatory  of  the  several  Acts  now  in  force  in  this  State  in  relation 
to  trading  with  Negroes ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  to-morrow. 

Senate  Resolution  in  relation  to  the  introduction  of  bills ; 

Was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  benefit  of  James  Gongh ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time,  and 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  defining  the  duties  of  Witnesses  in  the, 
several  Courts  of  this  State,  with  the  Senate  amendments  thereto  ; 

Came  up  in  order. 

On  motion,  the  House  concurred  in  said  amendments. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  James  F.  Harley,  a  minor^^ 
to  contract  and  be  contracted  with ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the. 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dismukes,, 
Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Parsons, 
Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa  and  White-- 
har8t>— 18. 
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Nays — M&6ssr^  Ca/ter,  Langford  and  Ilfviere — 3L 

So  the  bill  pa»sed-^*4itle  ms  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  sanae  Ije  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  «8-^ 
tablishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning,  approved  January  24, 
1851,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Wa«  read  the  third  time  and  put  apon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Carter,  Christie,  Coombe, 
!Dismakes,  Galbraith.  Haddock,  Hams,  Haynes,  HoMaman,  John- 
vston.  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott  and  Thompson  of  Santa  Rosa — 16. 

Navs^ — Messrs.  Dell,  Langford,  Riviere,  Shine  and  Whitehurtt— 5. 

So  the  bill  passed^— title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  satBe  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Taylor ; 

Was  read  and  postponed  untd  the  fourth  Monday  in  November 
■est 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  oi^anize  the  Cowity  of  Haynes ; 

Was  read  and  postponed  until  the  Tuesday  aftar  the  fourth  Mon- 
■  day  in  November  next 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  Trustees  of  the  Inte^ 
nal  Improvement  Fund  to  surrender  the  right,  title  and  claim  oftfae 
State  to  certain  lands : 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  wluch 
'  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs..  Brown,  Carter,.  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Dismukes,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  HoUamao, 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Neel,  Parsons^  Pope,  Prescott,  Thomp- 
son of  Santa  Rosa  and  Whitehurst — ^20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Langford  and   Riviere^ — 2.. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  Report: 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the  ioUowicg 
Bills  and  find  the  same  correctly  Enrolled  : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  taking  of  the  Cen* 
BUS  of  1855  in  this  State. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An  Act 
to  grant  preemption  rights  to  settlers  on  State  Lands,  approved  De- 
cember 31,  1852. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  W.  M.  C.  Neel  to  «- 
^blish  a  ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River. 

W.  M.C.NEEL, 
Chairman. 

On  motioB,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  19  o'clock,  A.  M 
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FRIDAY,  January  12,  1855. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Tue  Rev.  Mr.  Ty dings  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion^  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  both  Houses  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  been  duly  enrolled  and  signed,  were  transmitted 
to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  taking  of  the  Cen* 
sus  of  1855,  in  this  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  jJettlers  on  State  Lands,  approved  De- 
cember 31,  1852 ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  tV.  M.  C.  Noel  to  estab- 
lish a  ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee  River. 

The  ^>ills  which  passed  the  House  on  yesterday  were  transmitted 
to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  from  tlie  Senate  was  read : 

Senate  Chamber,  ) 

January  12,  1855.  ] 
Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  : — The  Senate  has  ordered  to  be  printed  75  copies  of  the  fol- 
lowing bill,  viz : 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Liber- 
ty. 

Very  Respectfullv, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Carter  gave  notice  that  ho  would,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  permanent 
location  of  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  State,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  House  reconsider  the  vote  of  yes- 
terday, rejecting  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  an 
act  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  the  several  acts  now  in  force  in 
this  State  in  relation  to  trading  with  negroes ; 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  a  Committee  was  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Pope,  Galbraith  and  Harris  to  wait  upon  the  Sen* 
ate  and  ask  a  return  of  said  bill. 

A  Committee  from  the  Senate  returned  said  bill  to  the  House,  and 
the  bill  was  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Langford  offered  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenialivcs  of  the  State 
of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That   the  Governor   bo 
authorized   to  receive  proposals  for  the  Printing  of  the  Laws,  Res- 
40  II 
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olations,  Reports,  6ic.,  of  the  General  AssemUj^  and  the  reports  of 
the  Sapreme  Court  of  this  State,  and  to  have  the  same  done  on  the 
most  reasonable  terms. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  which,  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Christie,  Dismokes,  Haddock,  Holla- 
man,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Laogford,  Shine,  Taylor  and 
Whitehurst— 11. 

Najs — Messrs.  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs,  Dell,  Dummett,  Gal- 
braitb,  Harris,  Haynes,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  RiWere  and  Thomp. 
ton  of  Levy — 13. 

So  the  resolution  was  lost. 

Mr.  Carter  in  trod  need  a  resolution  making  appropriations  for  a 
tomb  in  memory  of  the  Hon.  W.  P.  Duval ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  Committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Carter,  Pope 
and  Shine. 

The  following  report  was  received : 

The  Committee  of  Conference  to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate 
amendments  to  House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  the  ah- 
duction  and  escape  of  slaves  from  this  State,  having  conferred,  ask 
leave  to 

REPORT: 

'^That  they  have  agreed  to  retain  all  the  Senate  amendments  and 
concur  therein,  except  the  second,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  after  the 
word  "  Governor,'^  insert  **  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  General  Assembly.'^ 

They  also  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  two  additional  sections. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

MILTON  HAYNES, 
Chairman  Com.  on  part  of  House. 

E.  HOPKINS, 
Chairman  Com.  on  part  of  Senate. 
On  motion,  said  report  was  concurred  in. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
The  following  report  was  received : 

The  Joint  Committee  of  Conference  on  House  amendments  io 
Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Paiat- 
ka  and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  agreed  to  retain  the  6th  section,  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  "  AlBgator,"  E.  HOPKINS, 

Chairman  of  Senate  Com. 

M.  HAYNES, 
Chaifman  of  House  Omh 
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On  motion,  said  report  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  making  appropriations  for  (he  expenses  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  years  1855  and  1856,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Select  Committee  to  who  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  the  State  Government 
for  the  fiscal  years  1855  and  1856,  ask  leave  to  report  the  bill  back 
with  accompanying  amendments. 

B.  C.  POPE, 
HARLEY  JONES, 
D.  C.  PRESCOTT, 
MILTON  HAYNES, 
JAMES  P.  PENN. 

Which  was  received  and  the  amendments  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  "  for  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Supreme  Court,  $1800 ;" 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie, 
Coombs,  Dell,  Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jonnston^ 
Jones  of  Nassau.  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere, 
Shine,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  Whitehurst — ^23. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  rules  being  waived  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  its  title, 
and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Y'eas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires,  Coombs, 
Dismukes,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nas- 
sau, Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Shine,  Tay- 
lor and  lliompson  of  Levy — ^20. 

Nays^ — Messrs.  Dell,  Harris,  Johnston  and  Whitehurst — 4. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

On  motion,  the  title  of  said  bill  was  amended  by  striking  out 
"and  1856." 

Ordered  that  the  passage  of  said  bill  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Said  bill  was  transmitted  to  the  Senate. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Militia  Laws  of  this 
State; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  and 
third  times  by  its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dell, 
Disrankes,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hollaman,  Parsons,  Penn^ 
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Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,   Shine,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy  and 
Whitehurst— 20. 

Najs — Messrs.  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassaa  and  Langford — 3. 
So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 
The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor : 

^  ExEcriTVE   Cha]»eb,         ) 

Taxlahassee,  January  11,1855.) 
Hon.  William  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresenUUices : 
Sis  : —  1  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  Acts  and  Reso- 
lution : 

An  act  to  provide   for  the  payment  of  Physicians  who   are  som- 
moned  to  attend  Coroner's  Juries ; 

An  act  to  authorize  Absalom  W.  Smith  to  establish  a   Ferry  a- 
cro^s  the  Suwannee  River; 

Resolution  relative  to  copying  the  L4iws  of  the  present  session. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 
Tbe  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read  : 


Senatk  Chajcbeb,         ) 


January  12,  1855. 
Hon,  Speaker  of  tJie  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  : — The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bill,  viz : 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  M.  W.  Smith. 

Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
Ordered  that  the  bill  be  placed  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 
The  Coramiitee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report: 
The  Committee  on  Enrolled   Bills  have  examined  the   following 
bills,  and  find  tlie  same  correctly  Enrolled : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to   amend  An  act  entitled    An  act  to 
amend  the  Patrol  Laws  in  this  State ; 

Resolution   asking   that  the   New   Orleans  and  Key  West  Mail 
Steamer  be  required  to  touch  at  St  Andrews; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Secretary  of 
State ; 

Resolution  for  the  relief  of  L.  C.  Demilly; 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Pilots  aod 
Pilotage  at  the  Bay  and  Harbor  of  Pensacola. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  M.  C.  NEEL, 
Chairman. 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  W,  C.  Dennis  to  build  a 
Wharf  in  the  City  of  Key  West ; 
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Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  npon  which  the 
Tote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Chaires,  Dismukes,  Haddock,  Langford, 
Neel,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere  and  Whitehurst — 11. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Coombs,  Dell,  Galbraith,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Shine, 
Taylor  and  Thompson  of  Levy — 13. 

So  the  bill  was  lost 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Tallahassee 
and  Georgia  Railroad  Company ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  general  act  for  the 
incorporation  of  Towns,  Academies  and  Religious  Societies,  ap- 
proved January  6,  1847; 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

The  amendment  recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Corporations 
was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  the  following 
Section  : 

Section  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  Lodge  of  Masont 
or  Odd  Fellows,  or  other  similar  Order  or  Society,  which  may  com- 
ply with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Law  of  this  State  for  the  in- 
corporation of  Religious  or  other  Societies,  may  become  incorporated 
in  the  same  manner  as  now  provided  for  Religious  Societies; 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

The  rule  being  waived,  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  its  title 
and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Chaires,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Dell,  Dismukes,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Hollaman,  Johnston, 
Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere^  Shine,  Taylor  and 
Thompson  of  Levy — ^21. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  any  deduction  on  Cot- 
ton Bales ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  and  third 
times  by  its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Christie,  Dell,  Galbraith,  Haddock, 
Haynes,  Johnston,  Langford,  Neel,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere, 
Taylor,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  Whitehurst — 16. 

Nays— Messrs.  Coombs,  Dismukes,  Harris,  Hollaman,  Jones  of 
Nassau  and  Parsons — 6. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  City 
of  Tallahassee; 
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Was  read  &e  first  and  second  times  by  its  title,  and  postponed 
until  the  4th  Monday  in  November  next. 

A  committee  from  the  Senate  asked  the  retnm  to  that  body  of  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  An  ac(  to  prevent  persons  from  attempting  to  en- 
tice or  steal  slaves. 

A  committee  was  appointed  consisting  of  Messrs.  Pope>  Dismukes, 
and  HoUaman  to  return  said  bill  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  Ihe  relief  of  Cherry,  a  free 
woman  of  color ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  the  second  and  third 
times  by  its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the  vote 
was: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bellamy,  Chaires,  Dismukes,  Galbraith,  HollamaD; 
Langford,  Neel,  Pope,  Riviere,  Shine,  Taylor  and  Whitehurst — 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Carter,  Christie,  Coombs,  DeU,  Haddock,  Harris, 
Haynes,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Parsons,  Penn,  Preacott  and 
Thompson  of  Levy — 13. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  resolution  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  accounts  of 
Henry  J,  Stewart  and  W.  J.  J.  Duncan  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Suwannee  River ; 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  wfaicb 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Chaires,  Christie,  Ddl, 
Dismukes,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassao, 
Langford,  Parsons,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere  and  Thompson  of  Le- 
vy—17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Carter,  Coombs,  Galbraitb,  Johnston,  Penn,  Shine, 
Taylor  and  Whitehurst— 8. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  an 
act  amendatory  of  the  several  acts  now  in  force  in  this  State  in  re- 
lation to  trading  with  negroes ; 

Was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  the 
vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Carter,  Christie,  Dell,  Gal- 
braith.  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of 
Nassau,  Langford,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Taylor, 
Thompson  of  Levy  and  Whitehurst — ^21. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  S^iate. 
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Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  B.  Tboinp- 
son  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  South  Fork  of  Black  Creek ; 

Came  up  in  order. 

Mr.  Prescott  offered  a  substitute  for  said  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act 
to  authorize  Samuel  B.  Thompson  to  establish  a  Toll  Bridge  or  Fer- 
ry across  the  South  Prong  of  Black  Creek ; 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon 
^hich  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Carter,  Christie,  Coombs,  Dismukes, 
Galbraith,  Haddock,  Ha}*ne8,  HoUaman,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Langford,  Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Prescott,  Shine,  Taylor, 
Thompson  of  Levy  and  Whitehurst — 21. 

Nays — Mn  Harris — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  theSenate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  a  committee  was  appointed  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Dell,  Shine  and  Haynes,  to  wait  upon  the  Senate  and 
ask  the  return  of  a  bill  to  be  entided  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
expenses  of  Florida  in  the  settlement  of  Boundary  with  the  State 
of  Georgia. 

On  motion,  the  House  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  its  session.     A  quorum  present. 

The  followlDg  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Senate  Chamber,         > 
January  12,  1855.  $ 
Hon.  Speaker  of  ihe 

House  of  Representaiives  : 

Sib  : — ^The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bills  ard  resolutions, 
viz; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
fiscal  year  1855,  without  amendment ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  persons  from  attempt- 
ing to  entice  or  steal  Negroes,  without  amendment ; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding 
Court  in  the  Southern  Judicial  Circuit  of  Florida,  without  amend* 
ment; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  James  F.  Harley  to 
contract  and  be  contracted  with,  without  amendment; 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  providing  the  mode  and  manner 
of  carrying  up  appeals  from  the  Courts  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and 
for  other  purposes,  with  enclosed  aoMndments  f 

House  bUl  to  l^  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  times  of  holding 
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the  Circuit  Courts  ia  the  Eastern  Circuit  of  Florida,  with  enclosed 
amendment ; 

House  Resolution  authorizing  the  Comptroller  to  audit  certain  ac- 
counts therein  named ;  and 

House  resolution  asking  Congress  to  establish  certain  MailRoutei 
in  Alachua  County. 

Very  Respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON. 
Secretary  of  Senate, 

Ordered  that  the  bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate  without  amend- 
ment be  enrolled. 

On  motion,  the  House  concurred  in  Senate  amendment  to  House 
bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  times  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Courts  in  the  Eastern  Circuit  of  Florida. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  providing  the  mode  and  manner  of 
carrying  up  Appeals  from  the  Courts  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and 
for  other  purposes,  with  the  Senate  amendments,  was  placed  among 
the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read: 

Senate  Chamber,  ) 

January  I2th,  1855.  \ 
Hon,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  : — The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Conferences,  to  whom  was  referred  the  disagreement  of  both 
Houses,  in  relation  to  the  following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  granting  certain  lands  to  the  Palatka 
and  Micanopy  Plank  Road  Company ;  and 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  the  abdaction  and  es- 
cape of  slaves  from  State. 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  House  amendment  to  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  William  S.  Wilson  and  others. 

The  Senate  has  refused  to  recede  from  its  amendments  to  Housa 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  persons  encamping  from  leaving 
fire  at  their  camps,  and  has  appointed  Messrs.  Long,  Smith  and  Gil- 
!i8  a  Committee  of  Conference  to  act  with  a  similar  Committee  to 
be  appointed  by  the  House  in  relation  to  said  amendment 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

The  rule  being  waived,  the  Judiciary  Committee  made  the  follow- 
ing  report: 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  following 
bills,  to- wit:  A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  regulating 
Common  Law  Proceedings;  A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend 
An  act  now  in  force  in  relation  to  the  Partition  ot  Estates,  Real  and 
Personal ;  A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  revive  certain  acts  hereto- 
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fore  passed,  in  reference  to  the  re-est^iblishment  of  Records  destroy- 
ed by  fire  ;  Also  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  in  relation  to  assaults 
with  intent  to  commit  Rape,  and  for  other  purposes,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  report  them  back  with- 
out amendment,  and  recommend  their  passage. 

B.  C.  POPE, 
Chairman. 
Which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying  bills  placed  among  thd 
Orders  of  the  Day* 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
removal  of  the  Indians  now  remaining  in  Florida,  beyond  the  limits 
of  this  State,  approved  January  20,  1851  ; 

Was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  rules  be  waived  to  permit  him  to  move 
that  no  further  action  be  taken  upon  bills  originating  in  the  House 
during  the  present  session  ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  under  consideration  was  then  put  upon  its  passege,  upon 
which  the  vote  was : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Carter,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford,  Ri*- 
viere,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy  and  Whitehurst — 8. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Ciiaires,  Christie,  Dell,  DismukeS) 
Dummett,  Galbraith,  Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Penn,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott  and  Taylor — 14. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  that  the  absent  metiabers  be  permitted  to  record 
their  votes  upon  the  question  of  the  passage  of  said  bill ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  House  take  final  action  on  no  more 
House  bills  during  the  present  session ; 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

The  rule  being  Waived,  Mr.  Carter  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  requiring  the  oath  of  secrecy  to  be  administered  to  Witnes- 
ses and  Bailiffs  in  the  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State  in  certain  cases, 
and  for  other  purposes; 

Which  was  read  by  its  title,  and  postponed  until  the  fourth  Mon- 
day in  November  next. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Tliompson  of  Levy  introduced  a  bill 
to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Common  School  Laws  now  in 
force  in  this  State; 

Which  was  road  by  its  title,  and  postponed  until  the  Fourth  Mon- 
day in  November  next. 

Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  An  act  relative  to  ta- 
king Depositions  under  CommissioU  ; 

Was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  rule  be  waived  and  said  bill  be  read  a 
second  time ; 

41  II 
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Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  oidered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  to-morrow. 

The  following  bills  which  had  passed  the  House  were  transmitted 
to  the  Senate : 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  Militia  Laws  of 
this  State; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  any  deduction  on  Cot- 
ton Bales ; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  remove  the  obstmctions  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Suwannee  River; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  amendatory  of  An  act  entitled  An 
act  amendatory  of  the  several  acts  now  in  force  in  this  State,  in 
relation  to  trading  with  negroes; 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  general  act  for  the 
incorporation  of  Towns,  Academies  and  Religious  Societies,  approv- 
ed January  6,  1847  ;  and 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Samuel  B.  Thomp- 
son to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  South  fork  of  Black  Creek. 

The  following  bills  and  resolutions  which  had  passed  both  Houses 
were  transmitted  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  viz: 

An  act  for  the  regulation  of  Pilots  and  Pilotage  of  the  Bay  and 
Harbor  of  Pensacola ; 

An  act  to  regulate  and  establish  the  fees  of  the  Secretary  of  State; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  Patrol  Laws 
of  this  State ; 

Resolution  asking  that  the  New  Orleans  and  Key  West  Mafl 
Steamer  be  required  to  touch  at  St.  Andrew's ;  and 

Resolution  for  the  relief  of  L.  C.  Demilly. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  M.  Whit  Smith ; 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second 
time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dell,  the  first  section  of  said  bill  was  aa>ended 
by  striking  out  "  #200"  in  the  llth  and  I2th  Unes  and  "  8350"  in 
the  13th  line. 

Mr.  Carter  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  the  following  pro- 
visa  to  the  3d  section : 

Provided,  That  the  Governor  shall  first  require  satisfactory  efi- 
dence  that  the  said  William  Crawford  is  a  Lunatic,  and  actoally  in 
the  Lunatic  Asylum  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

Which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  blanks  ip  the  first  Section  be  fiOed 
with  the  amounts  originally  struck  out ; 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  blanks  in  the  llth  and  12th  lines 
of  the  first  Section  were  filled  with  "  $100  00  **  and  the  blank  in  the 
13th  line  with  "  250  00." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter,  the  first  Section  was  amended  by  adding 
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the  following  words :  "  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate of  Hernando  County." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I^eli,  the  second  section  of  said  bill  was  strick- 
en out. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messr, 
Galbraith  and  Carter,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Coombs,  Dismukes,  Dummett^  Johnston,  Neel, 
Pope,  Taylor  and  Thompson  of  Levy — 8. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Carter,  Chaires,  Christie,  Dell,  Gal- 
braith, Haddock,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau, 
Parsons,  Penn,  Prescott,  Riviere,  Shine  and  Whitehurst — 17. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postponed  said  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Parsons  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  all  afler  the 
enacting  clause,  and  inserting  the  following : 

That  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  Hernando  County  shall  settle  the 
accounts  of  M.  Whit  Smith,  guardian  of  William  Crawford,  a  lu- 
natic, and  make  return  of  such  settlement  to  the  Governor  of  this 
State,  who  is  authorised  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  said  Craw- 
ford, until  his  return  to  this  State,  under  provisions  of  law :  Prom- 
ded,  That  the  Goiernor  shall  first  require  satisfactory  evidence  that 
the  said  Wm.  Crawford  is  a  lunatic  and  actually  in  the  Asylum,  in 
Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

W^hieh  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dummett,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  the  4th 
Monday'  in  Novembr  next 

Mr.  Dummett  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  10 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  9  o'clock, 
A.  M. 


SATURDAY,  January  13,1855. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  oflieiated  as  Chaplain. 
A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Seriate    Chamber,  > 

January  13th,  1855.  ) 
Hon,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  RepresentcUfves : 
SiK : — The  Senate   has  concurred  in  House   amendments  to  the 
following  bill : 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  amend  tbe  general  act  for  the  io- 
eorporation  of  Towns,  Academies  and  Religious  Societies,  approTed 
Janaarj  6tb,  1847. 

Tbe  Senate  bas  adopted  House  sabstitote  for  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  to  aatborize  Samoel  B.  Thompson  to  establish  a  Ferry  across 
the  Soatb  Fork  of  Black  Creek. 

Tlie  Senate  bas  passed  the  following  bills,  tiz: 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  tbe  enjoy- 
ment of  the  chartered  privileges  of  tbe  Columbus  Bridge  Company, 
without  amendment ;  and 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  Cuba  and  Uni- 
ted States  Submarine  and  Territorial  Magnetic  Telegraph  Company 
to  pass  lines  of  Telegraph  through  the  State  of  Florida,  and  to  pro- 
tect the  same,  with  enclosed  amendment 

In  which  amendment,  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives is  respectfully  requested. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Carter  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled An  act  to  provide  for  the  permanent  location  of  tbe  Seat  of 
Government,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  that  the  rules  be  waived  and  that  said  bOl 
be  read  a  second  time ; 

Which  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  until  tbe  fourth  Monday  in  November 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  the  House  reconsidered  the  vote  of 
yesterday  postponing  until  the  fourth  Monday  in  November  next, 
Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  M.  Whit  Smith,  and 
said  bill  was  placed  first  among  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  tbe 
Governor : 

Executive  Chaxbeb,  ) 

January  12,  1855.    ) 
To  the  Hon.  Wm.  F.  RrssELi., 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir  : — I  respectfully  return,  without  my  approval,  a  Bill  entitled 
"  An  Act  incorporating  the  Florida  and  Macon  Railway  Company." 

The  4th  Section  of  the  13lh  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  this 
State  declares,  that  "  No  Bank  Charter,  or  any  act  of  incorporation, 
granting  exclusive  privileges,  shall  be  granted  for  a  longer  period 
than  twenty  years." 

The  2nd  Section  of  the  Charter  under  consideration,  declares  that 
^*  the  said  Florida  and  Macon  Railway  Company,  as  such,  shall  hare 
perpetual  succession,  and  have,  enjoy,  and  ei^ercise  all  tbe  nghts, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


325 

powers  and  privileges  which  Corporations  may  lawfally  have.''  The 
25th  Section  provides  "  that  after  the  routes  of  such  Railway,  and 
branches,  have  been  accurately  surveyed  and  adopted,  and  a  plat 
thereof  deposited  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  it  shall  not 
he  lawful  for  any  other  Railroad  to  be  built,  cut  or  constructed  in 
any  way  or  manner,  or  by  any  authority  whatsoever,  running  lateral- 
ly within  twenty-five  miles  of  the  route  so  adopted,  unless  by  said 
Company,  or  with  the  consent  (after  all  indebtedness  has  been  paid,) 
of  a  majority  of  the  Stockholders  at  an  annual  meeting  on  a  stock 
vote :  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  interfere  with 
any  right  heretofore  granted  to  other  Companies  by  any  law  of  this 
State." 

These  quotations  from  the  Charter  lead  me  to  suppose  that  it  is 
designed  to  be  of  perpetual  duration,  and  an  "  Act  ot  Incorporation 
granting  exclusive  privileges."  If  I  am  not  mistaken  in  this  supposi- 
tion, no  argument  is  necessary  to  show  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
are  in  conflict  wiih  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  and  leave  me  no 
alternative  but  to  return  it  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated,  with 
my  objections. 

I  would  gladly  confine  them  to  this  single  point,  but  a  sense  of 
duty  requires  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  other  features 
of  the  bill  which  are  objectionable : 

The  General  Assembly  have  recently  passed  an  act  for  the  en- 
couragement of  a  liberal  system  of  Internal  Improvements  in  this 
State.  The  24th  Section  of  the  ad  provides,  "  That  no  branch  rosd 
from  the  main  line  of  Railroad  provided  for  by  this  act,  between  the 
waters  of  Pensacola  or  Escambia  Bay  and  the  junction  with  the 
Florida  Railroad,  shall  be  made  to  the  Northern  Boundary  line  of 
tbis  State  until  that  part  of  the  line  between  the  Suwannee  River 
and  the  Florida  Railroad  has  been  constructed.  Nor  shall  any  such 
Branch  Road  be  made  to  a  point  west  of  the  Alapahaw  River, 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  Companies  owning  the  several  por* 
tions  of  the  main  line,  and  without  the  approval  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Internal  Improvement  Fund."  The  State,  in  providing  for  a  State 
system,  had  a  right  to  require  that  our  own  connections  should  be 
made  before  we  made  external  connections  which  might  destroy  our 
system.  It  was  seen  that  if  the  Middle  and  Western  Districts  threw 
their  business  off  on  an  Atlantic  port  in  another  State,  the  road  be- 
tween Suwannnee  and  the  St.  John's  would  never  be  constructed. 
It  was  therefore  provided  that  that  connection  should  be  made  be- 
fore any  Branch  to  the  Northern  boundary  of  Florida  should  be 
built.  Again  it  was  supposed  to  be  highly  probable  that  the  Road 
between  the  junction  with  the  Florida  Road  and  Pensacola  Bay, 
would  be  constructed  by  several  Companies,  and  a  Branch  to  Geor- 
gia by  either  of  the  most  Western  might  be  injurious  to  the  Eastern, 
and  it  was  therefore  provided  that  no  such  branch  should  be  con- 
^truQted  west  of  a  pertain  poipt,  even  after  the  connection  east  was 
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made,  without  tbe  consent  of  all  the  Companies  on  the  line.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  safe-guards,  it  was  seen  that  the  majority  of  the  stock 
of  these  Companies  might  pass  into  the  hands  of  those  interested  in 
withdrawing  the  trade  from  onr  lines,  and  as  any  such  diveraoa  would 
impair  the  security  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund,  it  was  fur- 
ther provided  that  no  such  branch  should  be  made  unless  approved 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  Internal  Impiovement  Fund,  or  a  majority  of 
them.  Thus  we  see,  that  before  making  a  branch  to  the  Northern 
boundaiy  of  this  State,  the  road  from  Suwannee  East  had  to  be  fin* 
ished,  the  Companies  on  the  line  had  io  consent,  and  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund  had  to  approve. 
These  checks  secured  the  State  connection,  enabled  each  Company 
to  protect  its  own  interest  and  enter  prizes  and  the  Trustees  to  pro- 
tect the  interest  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund.  Thus  guarded, 
the  general  bill  pasted  and  became  a  law,  and  is  believed  to  possess 
tbe  energy  necessary  to  secure  the  construction  of  oar  whole  system 
of  Roads. 

These  safe-guards  and  securities  would  be  in  a  great  measure  de- 
stroyed by  the  Charter  under  consideration.  Its  9th  Section  provides 
**  that  the  Company  may  survey,  locate  and  construct  a  Railway  from 
any  point  at  or  near  Cedar  Keys,  or  from  some  point  on  the  line  of 
the  contemplated  Railway  from  Cedar  Keys  to  Amelia  Island  on  tbe 
Atlantic  coast,  thence  to  the  north  line  of  the  State  in  the  directioa 
of  Macon,  Georgia,  with  such  Branches  as  the  Company  may  think 
proper  to  construct,  which  Railway  or  branches  may  be  construct- 
ed with  as  many  sets  of  tracks,  side  tracks  or  turn  outs  as  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  may  deem  necessary,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
secure  a  Roadway  not  exceeding  two  hundred  feet  in  width,  and  also 
to  construct  a  Railway  from  some  point  between  the  Choctawhatebie 
and  Apalachicola  Rivers ;  thence  " 

The  branching  powers  of  this  Company  are  guarded  only  by  ^ 
32nd  Section,  and  that  only  requires  the  consent  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  to  enable  them  to  go  to  any  and  every  point  in  the  State. 
The  necessity  for  constructing  that  portion  of  the  road  lying  between 
the  Suwannee  and  the  junction,  in  advance  of  Northern  branches,  is 
wholly  disregarded.  The  interest  of  the  Companies  owning  the  line 
between  Pensacola  Bay  and  the  junction,  is  not  represented.  These 
great  interests,  State  and  individual,  are  at  the  mercy  of  this  subse- 
quent Company,  with  no  restriction  except  the  consent  of  a  majority 
of  fi^e  Trustees,  who  are  changing  by  election  every  two  and  four 
years.  With  such  an  encroachment  upon  our  system,  it  is  not  prob- 
able that  we  could  raise  money  for  the  construction  of  our  Eastaixl 
West  road. 

Again — the  Charter  gives  exclusive  privileges  for  twenty-fire 
miles  on  each  side  of  all  lines  and  branches,  so  soon  as  the  rootee 
are  adopted  and  surveyed,  and  a  plat  deposited  in  the  Office  of  tJie 
Secretary  of  State  ;  and  to  locate  branches  with  exclusive  privilegee 
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In  every  Section  of  the  State,  does  not  reqaire  even  the  consent  of 
the  Board  of  Trnsrt^es.  It  is  only  the  actual  construction  of  the 
road  to  which  their  consent  is  necessary.  But  this  is  not  alL  These 
lines  may  he  secured,  and  as  there  is  no  time  specified  for  a  com- 
mencement or  completion  of  the  work  on  any  one  of  them,  they 
may  be  found  to  be  in  the  way  of  those  who  would  not  only  locate 
but  build  the  roads.  We  require  our  State  system  of  roads  to  com- 
mence in  four  years  and  finish  in  eight,  and  I  can  see  no  reason  why 
all  Charters  should  not  be  limited  ;  and  especially  is  a  limit  impor* 
tant  when  there  are  exclusive  privileges,  with  authority  to  charge 
any  rate  of  freight,  that  the  Company  may  name,  as  in  this  case. 
With  a  Company  so  disposed,  they  could  build  one  road,  locate 
Branches  in  such  a  way  and  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prevent  com- 
petition, charge  extravagant  freights,  and  no  remedy  could  be  ap- 
plied. 

Another  objection  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  in  granting  al- 
ternate Sections  of  land  for  six  miles  on  either  side  of  the  road  and 
branches,  all  State  lands  are  embraced,  whereas  in  granting  lands  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  for  purposes  of  Internal  Improvement,  the 
General  Assembly  only  reserved  power,  as  is  shown  in  Section  29  of 
the  general  bill,  to  grant  alternate  Sections  of  swamp  and  overflow- 
ed lands  to  any  subsequent  charter ;  and  this  only  on  condition 
that  it  conformed  to  the  provisions  of  that  general  act  in  the  manner 
of  constructing  the  road  and  drainage,  &c.  The  charter  under  con- 
sideration does  not  so  conform,  and  therefore,  the  power  to  grant 
land  was  not  so  reserved  in  its  favor. 

Another  objection  may  be  found  in  the  extraordinary  exemption 
from  Taxation  enjoyed  by  this  Company.  They  may  take  one  hundred 
years  to  complete  the  road  if  they  desire,  and  during  all  that  time, 
and  for  thirty- five  years  after,  their  property  is  exempt  from  taxation, 
and  it  is  even  provided  that  in  case  the  United  States,  by  special  or 
general  act,  shall  grant  land  for  the  use  of  this  Company,  the  State 
will  exempt  it  from  taxation  until  the  roads  are  completed,  and  for  ^ve 
years  thereafter.  There  is  not  a  Railroad  charter  connected,  or  to 
be  connected,  with  the  State  system  that  approaches  this  in  point  of 
liberality. 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  which  might  be  named,  I  return  the 
bill,  and  respectfully  recommend  its  re-consideration. 

In  doing  so,  I  will  not  attempt  to  conceal  my  regrets.  The  con- 
nections  contemplated  would  be  of  great  consequence  to  us,  and 
nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  could  induce  me  to  take  the  course 
which  I  feel  that  my  obligations  to  the  Constitution  and  our  com- 
mon constitaency,  require. 

Very  Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 

The  Message  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  bill  returned 
therewith,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S28 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the  following 
bills  and  resolntion  and  report  the  same  correctly  Enrolled : 

Resolution  authorizing  the  Comptroller  to  audit  certain  accoants 
therein  named; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  enjoyment 
of  the  chartered  prifileges  of  the  Columbus  Bridge  Company ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  Court 
in  the  Southern  Judicial  Circuit  of  Florida; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  change  the  times  of  holding  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts  in  the  Eastern  and  fiflh  Judicial  Circuits  of  Florida ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  persons  from  attempting  to 
entice  or  steal  negroes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  defining  the  duties  of  Witnesses  in  the 
several  Courts  of  this  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  non-residents  of  this  State 
from  htinting  or  killing  any  deer  or  other  game  within  the  limits  of 
this  State,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  James  F.  Harley,  a  minor, 
to  contract  and  be  contracted  with ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  expen- 
ses of  the  State  Government  for  the  Fiscal  year  1855. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  M.  C.  NEEL, 

Chairman. 

Which  was  read. 

The  following  bills  and  Resolutions  whi(^h  had  passed  both  Hou- 
ses of  the  General  Assembly,  and  had  been  duly  enrolled  and  signed, 
were  transmitted  for  approval  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  viz: 

Resolution  authorizing  the  Comptroller  to  audit  certain  accounts 
therein  named ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  enjoyment 
of  the  chartered  privileges  of  the  Columbus  Bridge  Company ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  Court 
in  the  Southern  Judicial  Circuit  of  Florida ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  change  the  times  of  holding  die 
Circuit  Courts  in  the  Eastern  and  Fifth  Judicial  Circuits  of  Florida; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  persons  from  attempting  to 
entice  or  steal  Negroes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  defining  the  duties  of  Witnesses  in  the 
beverai  Courts  of  this  State ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  prevent  non-residents  of  this  State 
from  hunting  or  killing  any  deer  or  other  game  within  the  limits  of 
this  State,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  James  F.  Harley,  a  minor, 
to  contract  and  be  contracted  with ;  and 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  making  appropriation  for  the  expenses 
of  the  State  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  1855. 
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The  following  message  was  received  from  his  ExceUencj  the  Gov« 
crnor : 

EXECUTIVB   ChAMBEK,  } 

Tallahassee,  January  12,  1855.  \ 

Hon*  W.  F.  RussfiLL, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 
Snt : — ^I  respectfully  submit  the  following  nominations  for  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Greneral  Assembly : 

For  the  County  of  Brevard : 
Auctioneers-William  Ransom. 

For  the  County  of  Levy : 
Auctioneer&->-Daniel  Hogans,  S.  L.  Edwards. 
For  the  County  of  Jackson : 
Auctioneer — Robert  S.  Dickson. 

For  the  County  of  Duval : 
Port  Wardens  for  Jacksonville-Charles  Broward,  Henry  E* 
Holmes,  H.  H.  Hoeg,  Theodore  Hartridge,  F.  C.  Barrett 
Auctioneer — M.  F.  Hyams. 

Lumber  Inspectors— N.  H.  Vaught,  F.  B.  Land,  J.  B.  Sadburry, 
Thomas  Bowden,  B.  Frlsbec,  Thos.  N.  McConnell,  John  M.  Bow- 
den. 

For  the  County  of  Santa  Rosa : 
Auctioneer — Abram  Forchimer. 
Lumber  Inspectors — ^William  McKain,  Jesse  C.  Allen. 

For  the  County  of  Escamhia : 
Port  Wardens  for  the  Port  of  Pensacola^Henry  F.  Ingraham, 
Chester  P.  Knapp,  Wm.  H.  Judah,  John  Griffin,  George  H.  O'Neal. 

Very  Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME. 
Which  was  read,  and  the  nominations  therein  contained,  advised 
and  consented  to. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  M.  Whit  Smith 

Was  read  the  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third  time  by 
its  title  and  put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  tiie  vote  was : 

Yeas^-Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Carter,  Christie,  Coombs, 
Galbraith,  Harris,  Haynes,  Hollaman,  Jones  of  Nassau,  Langford, 
Neel,  Parsons,  Penn,  Pope,  Riviere,  Shine,  Thompson  of  Levy  and 
Whitehurst— 19. 

Nays — Messrs.  Johnston  and  Taylor — 2, 

So  the  bill  passed^-title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

42  n 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter^  it  was  ordered  tliat  the  copy  of  eeitifi' 
cate  annexed  to  the  testimony  upon  which  said  hill  was  foonded,  be 
spread  npon  the  Joamals,  which  certificate  is  in  the  words  and  fig. 
ures  following,  to-wit : 

Copy  ol  certificate  given  in  case  of  Wm.  Crawford,  of  Florida,  by 
Ph^ricians  and  Magistrate. 

**  We  the  undersigned,  practicing  Physicians,  with  D.  B.  Miller, 
a  Magistrate,  have  examined  Wm.  Crawford  of  Florida,  and  from 
bis  conversation  we  declare  him  of  onsoond  mind  and  that  he  wooM 
be  unsafe  if  at  large. 

D.  B.  MILLER,  Magistrate. 
A.  H.  MAGEE,  M.  D. 
CHAS.  R.  MOSELET,  M.D. 
(Fees  paid  bj  Dr.  Parker,  912.) 

Copy  of  Regents'  order. 

Lunatic  Asylux,  April  2d,  1859. 
**  We  the  undersigned  Regents  with  the  Physician  have  this  dtj 
examined  Wm.  Crawford  of  Florida,  and  con^eriog  him  insane  do 
order  his  detention  in  this  institation  as  a  fit  sobjeet" 

JOHN  BRYCE, 
R-  H.  GOODWYN, 
M.  J.  WILLLAMa 
J.  W.  PARKER,  Physician  pro  tenu 

SoiTTH   CaROLHVA,} 
RlCHLAJfD    DiSTKICT.       ) 

Personally  appeared  before  me  J.  W.  Parker,  who  made  oath  that 
the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  certificate. 

J.  W.  PARKER. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  June  21st,  1853. 

J.  H.  VANCE,  Magistrate  ex,  of. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  M.  Whit  Smitb, 
which  had  pasv^^ed  the  House,  was  transmitted  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  a  Committee  of  three  was  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Pope,  Duomiett  and  Haynes,  to  wait  upon  tbe 
Senate  and  inform  that  body  that  the  House  would  be  leady  to  ad- 
journ sine  die  at  12  o'clock,  M. 

The  Judiciary  Committee  ouuie  the  following  Report : 

The  power  of  the  Legislature  to  repeal  the  act  entitled  An  set, 
&c.,  by  which  for  the  first  time  provision  was  made  for  a  separate 
Supreme  Court,  depends  upon  the  other  question,  whether  the  act 
so  passed  was  done  in  pursuance  of  the  ordinary  powers  of  legisla- 
tion, or  whether  the  act  was  the  exercise  of  a  power  purely  ministe- 
rial. If  it  was  of  the  former  character,  then  like  all  other  acts  of 
legislation,  it  may  be  altered  or  repealed. 

If  it  be  true  that  the  power  vested  by  the  constitution  was  porelj 
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min-sterial,  the  power  ceased  when  ihe  object  was  accomplished  by 
the  execution  of  the  power. 

In  determining  the  character  of  the  act  performed  by  the  Legis- 
lature in  the  passage  of  the  act  in  question,  it  will  not  only  be  pro- 
per, but  essential  to  a  correct  decision,  that  the  amendment  to  the 
fifth  article  of  the  Constitution,  passed  by  the  Legislature  the  first 
time  in  1850,  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

By  the  third  clause  of  the  fifth  article,  the  powers  of  the  Court 
are  vested,  and  its  duties  are  to  be  performed  by  the  Circuit  Judges 
for  five  years,  and  thereafter  until  the  Legislature  should  otherwise 
provide. 

The  Supreme  Court  and  its  powers  defined  was  created  by  the 
first  and  second  clauses. 

The  third  section  of  the  amendment  before  referred  to,  uses  the 
following  language : 

"  That  whenever  the  General  Assembly  shall  create  a  separate 
Supreme  Court,"  &c.,  <fcc.  It  also  says — "  The  Judges  of  the  sep- 
arate Supreme  Court  shall  be  elected  by  general  ticket,"  &c.  To 
enable  us  fully  to  understand  the  extent  of  the  power  possessed  by 
the  General  Assembly  over  the  subject  under  the  Constitution,  as  it 
now  stands,  let  us  suppose  that  up  to  this  time  no  "  separate  Snpreme 
Court"  has  been  *'  created."  That  up  to  this  time  the  Circuit  Judges 
have  been  "  vested"  with  the  powers  and  have  performed  the  duties, 
and  the  General  Assembly  has  not  otherwise  provided.  Suppose  at 
this  session  a  bill  such  as  the  one  on  the  statute  book,  providing  for 
the  election  of  "  separate  Supreme  Judges,"  should  be  passed. 

If  the  power  confided  to  the  Legislature  was  purely  ministerial, 
not  capable  of  being  reconsidered  or  recalled,  then  no  bill  eould  be 
passed,  (as  can  be  done  in  other  cases,)  repealing  such  law.  I  put 
this  case  to  get  rid  of  the  argument  upon  the  mode  in  which  sepa- 
rate Supreme  Judges  are  to  be  elected.  Will  any  one  pretend  that 
the  Legislature  under  the  circnmstances  put,  could  not  repeal  such 
an  act  ? 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  no  such  power  would  have  existed  un- 
der the  Constitution  as  it  originally  read,  would  not  the  language  of 
the  third  section  of  the  amendment,  **  whenever  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  create  a  separate  Supreme  Court,"  materially  change  the 
construction  if  that  contended  for  had  been  obtained  f  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  language  used  in  the  amendment  is  expressive  of  the 
fullest  power  in  the  General  Assembly.  The  words  used  may  be 
received  as  recognizing  the  existence  of  the  power,  and  looking  to  its 
exercise,  or  they  may  give  the  power  by  implication,  not  wishing  to 
derive  authority  from  the  Constitution  for  any  power  claimed  under 
it  by  implication,  where  there  is  language  expressly  delegating  the 
authority,  or  recognizing  its  existence.  I  prefer  what  seems  to  be 
the  warrantable  and  natural  conclusion  from  the  language  used — 
that  the  Legislature   and  the  people,  who,  through  the  Legislature, 
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adopted  the  amendment^  having  the  CooBtitatioabefore  them  for  eon- 
aideration  and  revision,  deemed  the  aathoritj  conferred  on  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  not  purely  ministerial  but  legislative.  The  language 
used  ''  when  the  Legislature  shall  create,"  is  a  declaration  as  strong 
as  language  can  make,  that  the  Legislature  has  the  power  to  create. 
The  amendment  is  provisional.  It  provides  how  the  Judges  of  a 
separate  Supreme  Court  shall  be  elected,  when  a  separate  Supreme 
Court  shall  be  created.  When  an  instrument  makes  provision 
against,  or  in  the  case  of  the  performance  of  an  act,  it  is  tantamonnt 
to  an  express  admission  that  the  act  may  be  performed,  then  it  is  as- 
sumed that  the  person  or  persons  alluded  to,  have  the  power  to  per- 
form. How  it  can  be  admitted  that  the  language  quoted  is  a  part 
of  the  Constitution,  that  reference  is  had  and  provision  made  against 
an  exigency  arising  from  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  "  creating" 
a  Court,  and  then  argue  that  the  Legislature  did  not  create  it,  seeos 
to  me  so  contradictory  in  terms,  and  so  much  opposed  to  reason 
and  common  sense,  as  to  render  argument  against  such  position, 
thrown  away.     The  mere  statement  of  it  defeats  it 

The  act  entitled  an  act  to  organize  a  Supreme  Court,  ^.,  d^, 
was  penned  at  the  same  session  of  the  General  Assembly  when  the 
amendment  of  the  fiflh  article  was  passed  for  the  first  tiaie.  It  passed 
the  Senate  on  the  6th  January,  1851.  Passed  the  House  December 
20,  1850.  The  amendment  to  the  Constitution  passed  the  Senate 
on  the  23d  December  and  House  13th  December,  1850. 

The  amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  drawn  and  penned  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Court  bill  became  a  law.  Both  matters  were  be- 
fore the  General  Assembly.  The  Supreme  Court  bill  was  a  bv 
when  the  amendment  was  submitted  to  the  people  as  is  required  by 
publication  in  the  newspapers.  It  was  a  law  when  the  people  voted 
to  adopt  the  amendment  The  whole  subject  has  then  been  befors 
the  competent  authority.  The  language  of  the  amendment  assert- 
ed by  the  General  Assembly  who  framed  it,  (and  which  General  As- 
aembly  passed  the  act  now  sought  by  the  present  General  Assembly 
to  be  repealed,)  and  adopted  by  the  people,  declares  in  terms  beyond 
question,  that  the  *'  separate  Supreme  Courts'  is  in  existence  when 
the  amendment  is  so  adopted,  and  such  language  used,  a  **  creation" 
of  the  General  Assembly.  In  our  opinion,  this  declaration  ot  tin 
people  made  as  provided  in  the  Constitution,  is  the  highest  interpre- 
tation. It  is  the  law  itself.  The  Constitution  itself  declares  tiie 
Court  to  be  created  by  the  Legislature.  The  people  speak  in  the 
Constitution.  The  "  separate  Supreme  Court"  when  "  created''  by 
the  General  Assembly,  could  only  be  created  by  them  in  exercise  d 
their  Legislative,  their  law-making  functions.  They  "  create"  tbe 
Court  by  the  passage  of  a  law.  That  law  the  General  Assembly 
may  repeal. 

The  argument  made  against  the  constitutionality  of  the  repealing 
jOCJt  by  those  who  profess  to  be  tend^  jof  trespassing  upo^  the  reserr- 
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ed  riglits  of  the  people^  consists  ia  the  assQmption  that  the  act  now 
before  the  House  constitutes  a  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  a  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  That  thereby  that  part  of  the  3d  claase  of 
the  amendment  to  the  5th  article,  which  provides  that  ''  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  elected  bj  general  ticket,*'  is  indirect!/ 
violated,  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  not  being  so  elected. 

The  umple  answer  to  this  objection  is  this — that  the  act  before 
the  House  does  not  create  a  separate  Supreme  Court,  nor  continue 
the  one  created.  It  abolishes  it  Therefore,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
act  which  makes  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  **  Judges"  of  a 
**'  separale"  Supreme  Court,  aud  consequently  no  effort  is  made  to 
invest  them  with  an  office  by  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  which 
4hey  could  be  called  alone  by  a  vote  of  the  people  voting  by  general 
ticket  They  remain  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court.  Thsir  commis- 
sions remain  the  same— no  new  ones  are  issued  to  them.  They  are» 
«s  Circuit  Judg^^s,  required  to  "perform  the  duties"  and  nre**  vested 
with  the  powers  of  the  Supreme  Court'* 

The  3d  clause  of  the  amendment  referred  to  is  altogether  in  refer* 
«oce  to  a  separate  Supreme  Court  When  there  is  such  a  tribunal^ 
Tiz :  one  composed  of  Judges  whose  functions  are  **  separate"  from 
those  of  any  other  Judges,  either  Circuit  or  Chancellor,  the  persona 
who  fill  such  office,  and  possess  such  peculiar  and  separate  attrib* 
iites,  must  be  elected  by  general  ticket 

A  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  is  not  elected  by  general  ticket,  and 
jet  bj  the  judgment  and  order  of  the  existing  separate  Supreme 
Court,  as  also  by  the  acquiescence  of  the  Circuit  Judges,  he  or  they 
can  preside  upon  the  Supreme  Bench  without  any  constitutional 
^qualification,  claiming  their  sole  right  through  an  enactment  of  the 
Legislature,  whose  power  to  confer  said  right  they  are  disposed  to  deny. 
And  strange  to  say,  each  and  ererj  one  of  those  Judges,  Circuit  and 
Supreme,  are  sworn  to  support  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the 
State.  And  stranger  still,  whilst  admitting  the  constitutional  right 
•o(  one  or  even  two  Circuit  Judges  to  sit  upon  the  present  Supreme 
Court,  they  deny  it  to  the  third.  They  are  therefore  aptly  termed  •*  *cp. 
4iraie"  Supreme  Judges,  and  the  Court  a  *'  separate"  Supreme  Court, 
to  distinguish  it  from  a  Court  composed  of  Judges  '*  uniting"  the 
functions  of  original  and  appellate  juristiction.  It  is  in  such  sense 
that  the  word  *'  separate  Supreme  Court"  is  used  to  distinguish  it 
from  the  only  other  kind  of  Supreme  Court  recognized  or  known. — 
When  such  '*  separate  Supreme  Court"  was  created  by  the  General 
Assembly,  the  people  voting  by  general  ticket,  elected  the  persons 
composing  it  Should  any  future  act  '*  creating"  such  a  tribunal  be 
passed,  it  must  be  filled  by  persons  so  chosen.  When  the  tribunal 
now  existing  is  abolished,  and  the  separate  Supreme  Judges 
thereby  cease  to  exist  as  such,  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  elecf* 
ed  by  the  people  of  their  respective  Circuits,  meeting  together,  de* 
cide  all  questions  ariuog  upon  appeal  or  writ  of  error,    as  befqro 
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shown,  in  their  capacity  of  and  under  their  comoiissions  as  Cireoit 
Judges. 

The  argument  sought  to  be  made  upon  the  mode  of  electing 
Judges  of  a  separate  Supreme  Court,  leads  to  the  inevitable  conclu- 
sion that  the  act  of  the  legislature  by  which  the  Circuit  Judges,  in 
certain  cases,  are  required  to  sit  on  appeal  and  upon  writs  of  error, 
is  made  unconstitutional  by  that  part  of  the  3d  clause  of  the  amend- 
flient  to  the  5th  article  alluded  to. 

The  Supreme  Court  at  its  first  session  decided  that  the  clause  in 
ihe  act  creating  the  separate  Supreme  Court  was  constitutional,  and 
-that  the  Circuit  Judges  could  constitutionally  sit  as  before.  After 
•this  decision  thus  made,  the  amendment  was  submitted  to  the  peo- 
.  {)le,  and  adopted  by  the  second  vote  of  the  General  Assembly.  Had 
it  been  intended  to  do  away  with  the  exercise  of  appellate  power 
hy  Circuit  Judges,  the  legislatures  which  passed  the  amendment, 
would  have  directly  repealed  the  law,  and  not  hare  left  it  to  be  de- 
clared void  by  a  forced  construction  of  the  latter  part  of  the  3d  clause 
of  the  amendment  to  article  5.  The  same  Legislature  which  required 
the  Circuit  Judges  to  sit  on  appeal,  &c.,  framed  the  amendment- 
Can  it  be  supposed  they  designed  to  make  void,  in  the  exercise  of 
the  power  given  to  them  to  alter  the  Constitution,  the  law  which  they 
-simultaneously  put  in  existence  f  A  construction  such  as  that,  k 
contended  for,  would  involve  a  gross  absurdity ;  and  yet  the  argu- 
ment made  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  this  law,  or  so  far  as  it  de- 
pends on  the  language  of  the  proviso  of  the  3d  clause  of  the  amend- 
ment to  article  5th,  leads  inevitably  to  this  result.  If  the  argument 
is  a  good  one,  and  it  authorizes  such  a  conclusion,  then  all  the  acta 
of  the  Supreme  Court  when  composed  in  whole  or  in  part  of  Circuit 
Judges,  sitting  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  ''  An  act  to  organize 
the  Supreme  Court,  <fec.,"  are  void.  What  lawyer  or  Judge  is  there 
who  will  be  hardy  enough  so  to  declare  ?  The  present  Sapreme 
Judges  have  held  the  law  valid.  They  have  called  in  the  Judges  of 
the  Circuit  Court  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  Supreme  Court,  when 
the  necessity  provided  by  the  act  arose.  They  have  permitted  sach 
Judges  to  exercise  and  share  with  them,  the  powers  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  This  was  not  done  without  reflection.  It  was  a  question 
mooted  at  Tallahassed  by  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  No 
member  of  the  Bar  had,  or  at  least  expressed  a  doubt  upon  the  sub- 
ject. One  of  the  Judges  suggested  the  question  now  raised,  whetbiNr 
any  Judge  could  act  as  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  unless  he  came 
within  the  proviso  of  the  3d  section  of  the  amendment  to  the  fifth 
article.  No  action  was  taken  at  Tallahassee,  because  no  occasion 
was  presented  for  it,  but  at  Mar i anna  at  the  first  session  held  there, 
by  the  present  Supreme  Judges,  they  proceeded  to  call  on  the  Cir- 
cuit Judges  to  sit,  without  calling  for  an  argument  of  the  question 
or  pronouncing  any  public  opinion  on  the  subject  The  constitution- 
ality of  the  law  was  deemed  unquestionable  and  so  acted  upon.    It 
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18  to  be  supposed  that  if  the  Supreme  Judges  bad  entertained  a  ra- 
tional doubt  on  the  subject,  that  they  would  have  expressed  it,  and 
have  sought  the  aid  of  the  Bar  in  the  discussion  of  it 

The  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  when  called  on  to  perform  the 
labors  imposed  by  the  act,  in  itself  arduous  and  unpleasant,  by  their 
obedience  to  the  call,  and  by  their  assumption  and  exercise  of  the 
functions  assigned  them  by  the  law,  gave  evidence  that  they  deemed 
its  requirements  constitutional 

The  members  of  the  Bar  have  invariably  assented  to  the  operation 
of  the  law.  They  have  appeared  before  the  Supreme  Court  when 
the  Circuit  Judges  have  occupied  a  place  on  the  bench  of  it,  and  have 
recognized  their  right  to  do  so,  and  have  respected  their  decisions  as 
law. 

In  the  face  of  all  this  authority,  and  in  support  of  the  law,  tho 
man  who  seeks  to  open  the  question  anew,  has  but  little  respect  for 
established  precedent,  for  all  cotemporary  exposition,  and  is  careless^ 
of  the  injurious  consequences  which  would  ensue  from  a  decision, 
•uch  as  that  contended  to  be  made. 

The  effects  would  be  undue  some  of  the  most  solemn  acts  of  the 
Court  to  re-open  litigation,  to  disturb  rested  rights  and  to  create  a 
want  of  confidence  in  all  Judicial  acts. 

We  would  further  remark,  that  the  third  section  of  the  fifth  article 
of  the  amended  Constitution,  provides  for  the  creation  of  a  separate 
Supreme  Court,  and  uses  the  following  language :  *'  Whenever  the 
General  Assembly  shall  create  a  separate  Supreme  Court  or  Chan- 
eery  Court." 

This  language  clearly  indicates  that  the  people  of  the  State,  speak- 
ing through  their  Constitution,  intended  not  only  to  confer  creative 
power  upon  the  Legislature,  but  also  to  leave  its  exercise  entirely  to 
its  own  election. 

The  words  ''  whenever  the  General  Assembly,"  must  necessarily 
refer  to  the  future  exercise  of  the  creative  power  conferred  upon  the 
Legislature,  and  cannot  sanction  the  exercise  of  such  power  before 
the  Constitution  bestowed  it.  But  notwithstanding  this  section  of 
the  amended  Constitution  was  not  made  a  part  of  the  fundamental 
law  until  1852 — a  separate  Supreme  Court  was  organized  in  1850. 
Now  we  would  ask,  do  the  provisions  and  requisitions  of  the  amend- 
ed Constitution  apply  to  a  Supreme  Court  created  before  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  referred  to  was  ratified  by  the  people  ? — 
Clearly  not.  Then  is  there  now  in  existence  no  separate  Supreme 
Court  as  contemplated  to  be  organized  under  the  3d  section  of  the 
amended  Constitution,  and  if  not,  the  Legislature  have,  under  the 
Constitution  as  it  originally  stood,  the  clear  power  to  provide  for 
such  an  organization. 

B.  C.  POPE, 
Chairman. 

Which  was  read,  and  100  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed 
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Tlie  foDowing  mesBage  from  tbe  Senate  was  read : 

Sk^atb  Cbaxbkr,        > 
JMnuTj  13,  IS5S.\ 
Horn.  Speaker  of  (he 

House  of  Represeniatices : 
Sn: — ^The  Senate  has  passed  the  fonowiog  bHlSy  Tiz : 
Hoose  BiUs  to  anthorixe  the  Trastees  of  the  Internal  Improremeot 
Pund,  to  surrender  the  right,  tide,  and  chum  of  the  State  to  eerliia 
Lands;  and 

Honse  b31  to  be  entided  An  aet  for  the  rdief  of  J.  P.  K.  SaYige 
and  Hakj  T.  Blocker,  and  for  other  pnrposes. 

The  Senate  has  eonoorred  m  Hoose  amendments  to  b9  to  be 
entitled  An  aet  for  die  relief  of  M.  Whit  Smith. 

Very  respectfoDj, 

D.  G.  LmNGSTON, 
Seeretarf  of  the  Senate. 
Ordered  that  the  bills  be  enroDed. 

The  following  message  was  reeehred  from  his  Sxc^encj  Ibe 
Governor: 

Executive  CffAjonnt,} 
Tallahabsbk,  Janoaiy  1^  1855.     \ 
FeOmDCUixem  of  the  Semite  and 

Hoose  of  RepreseiUatices  : 
I  beg  leave  respectful]  j  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  as 
appropriation  for  the  expenses  ana  compensation  of  the  ComnmaioB 
TecenUj  appointed,  under  an  bteriocutory  decree  of  the  Sopmoe 
Court  of  the  UnitaJ  States,  with  reference  to  the  setdement  of  tfat 
boundary  between  this  State  and  Creorgia.  The  bill  was  filed  by 
this  State,  and  the  interlocutory  decree  made  at  the  request  of  thf 
Attorneys  of  both  States.  The  quesdon  may  be  finally  disposed  of 
during  the  present  term  of  the  Court,  the  line  ordered  to  be  raU)  sad 
the  final  repoK  filed  before  the  meeting  of  die  General  AssemUj  in 
November  next  Without  an  appropriation,  I  cairaot  perform  tbe 
duties,  if  required,  and  there  is  no  citizen  of  the  State  who  would 
not  feel  regret  at  knowing  that  his  Government,  as  the  |daintiff  ii 
the  suit,  had  been  forced  to  acknovdedge  her  inability  to  execute  file 
4leeree. 

I  have  no  fond  vridi  which  to  pay  Attorneys'  fees,  long  since  eos- 
traeted,  nor  the  expenses  and  compensation  for  services  rendered  by 
the  Boundary  Commission,  appointed  by  myself,  under  the  law  of  tbe 
State  and  the  official  opinion  of  the  Attorney  €reneraL  I  respectlol- 
iy  request  that  the  Greneral  Assembly  will  not  adjourn  without  mr 
king  the  necessary  provision,  and  appointing  ao  officer  to  audit  sod 
aetde  the  accounts. 

Very  Te8pectfidly> 

JAMES  E.  BROOHK 
Which  was  read  and  laid  on  tbe  table. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


837 

The  following  letter  wai  laid  before  the  House  bj  the  Speaker : 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir:— I  respectfully  tend'T  inv  reBianation  as  Represeritative  irom 
the  County  of  Wakulla,  to  talce  effect  afler  to-day. 

A.  R.  COOMBS. 

January  13»  \S^b. 

Which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table  until  the  fourth  Monday  io 
November  next. 

Mr.  HoUanian  offered  the  following  Resolutions,  which  were  a- 
d«»pted : 

Be  it  Resofved  by  the  House  of  Representafives^  Tlini  our  thanks 
be  tendered  to  the  Honorable  ^peak«*r,  for  the  courteous,  able  and 
impartial  manner  in  which  he  hae  discharged  the  onerous  diiti4't 
of  his  station  during  the  present  session. 

Be  it  further  R^ved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tydings  i«  entitled  to 
our  respectful  consideration,  and  it  is  hereby  tendered  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  Chapluin  during  the  present 
•ession. 

Be  it  further  Resolved^  That  the  Clerks  and  other  ofiieers  of  this 
House  are  hereby  tendered  our  thanks  for  their  attention  and  valua- 
ble services  during  the  present  sess'on. 

The  Speaker  replied  thereto  in  an  eloquent  and  appropriate  ad- 
dress. 

Mr.  Dell  offered  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  Speaker  adjourn  this  House  at  9  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  over  to  the  fourth  Monday  in  November  1655,  under  joint 
resolution  of  both  Houses  of  this  General  Assembly. 

Which  waa  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter,  the  Message  of  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
«mor  relative  to  the  payment  of  expenses  incurred  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  question,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  referr- 
ed to  the  Committee  having  charge  of  that  subject 

Said  Committee  made  the  following  R*  port : 

llie  Select  Committee  on  the  Boundary  question,  to  which  was 
referred  a  communication  from  the  Governor,  an  asking  appropriation 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  suit  now  pending  relative  to  the  sao%tt, 
Report  that  a  bill  for  that  purpose  has  passed  the  House,  and  ban 
l>een  transmitted  to  the  Senate.  Your  Committee  fully  concur  with 
the  Governor,  that  the  subject  is  one  of  much  importance,  and  de- 
mands the  prompt  attention  of  the  Assembly.  We  know  of  no  fur- 
ther action,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  which  ia  neeeaaary 
io  the  premises. 

J.  B.  GALBRAITII. 
PHILIP  DELL, 
R.  A.  SlilNE. 
43  H 
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Ti.c*  <'iniiii.iu*'e  tui  Kiu.JI.d  Hills  rej.OJltil  the  full«>\iiiig  Bi  U  aod 
l^i^•»I^:i  in  a:>  rciinnMlv  Kitifl!  tJ,  \i/.  : 

A  hil!  in  \h'  «'..»i.liij  All  ;ii-t  t«»  .•Mi(i;«)rizp  tLe7Vn^Uvs  of  the  Iiiler. 
n  J  Jiii|Ti>\enit  itl  I'iiimI  t»»  .vur.L-nJci  t!ie  lijnt,  t»;le  ai.d  tlaitii  of  the 
^*t  iti*  tt»  r«  rr.iin  I'i!:d'  ; 

V  M;|  t*>  U-  pnli.:t.l  An  .kT  n-^  .I,.ti.;^  Q>j;i:;iit:iiie  (or  ti.e  Port  .»f 
.^*L  Ma  k-i ;  «iul 

tU*«.|ihMi  ajf.ii*;;  (.*'-';;'»•->  to  t-t,.!  II, }i  Cfil;«i:i  Mail  Ri»ul.-<  iu 
A\  iJi.'ia  C  <.>}.  u  ; 

V*.  I,i.  h  li-]  .  Mul  R'  M-], /;..•!,  ;.ffi'r  li  \i.:L'  b."  ti  d  Iv  si^iK-d,  ut-:e 
t/a  .:?-Miit  ii    '.ir  ap  in»v-;  i  -o    .\-  K  :-/**'! -^  -y  t.i  ■  (iuve'uor. 

A  r;  1!  oiiiK-  lit  UM-  1).  ii:^  .'.v!-  ird,  !..e  ..»  Ijwi.i^  int.  iaiieis  answer- 
e  1  i«»  til'  ii  ii;!'n.s   \\i  : 

Mr.  ^--n'^.-r,  .M.voc.  IM:.;m  \.  CI  ai:o>,  C'oi.n.l^,  D.I',  Pi^  or.k.-^, 

S«»  lIuTf  was  eM»l  <i  t^u  UMin  pr*  ^n  r. 

T.it'  rill!  W  i.»4  lu  li'i  fiill.ti,  Vi  •  ;.,;!  )\vi.i,'  nje.i.beis  aii»ne  eJ  to 
t;.*i''  natnts,  vi.  : 

>[*->>is.  li.  Ilaiii\,  (1i:.iM'«.,  (*!i:i>:io,  (*or  tj.hs.  O^il,  Dismnk.'^.Gal- 
]i-aifl»,  IJanis,  M..»ili:iM:i,  .lojin^  o-:,  Jtui' s  "f  N;i.-,smu,  Lai>::l'anl, 
Nf.I,  Pardon  ^,  IVun,  1\>ik,  Po.U:,  .Sl.i.a-,  'l\i^!or  iinii  i'liOaiLtow  of 
L  vv— .0. 

S»»  ilit»e  x^.Ms  fii»t  a  p'lKr'i'n  p'"«:   nt. 

'I'lit*  M»ll  bfiiig  Hi;;jin  ciJ!  d,  lao  f«al«uiag  ineiiibiTS  aii^iwered  to 
t  .Ar  naini's,  viz  : 

Mr.  iSjHaU*r,  Me^Ms  B.  ll.iiiiy,  C1iaii*;«,  Cluibtie,  Coon iFis,  Dell, 
Disinukes,  (I.  Ibifjtli,  12  ini-,  Hollacnan,  Johnttoii,  Jonts  of  Nossia, 
Lrtnj;foriI,  Ntd,  P;ir  ons,  Peiui,  Pope,  Poller,  bLiiie,  Tavior  aud 
I'iioiiipson  of  1^'\  V — '21. 

So  ihere  was  a  «^uojuin  piesert. 

Tiie  lollo.viiig  mjasiiije  was  reci'ivcd  from  tlie  Senate: 

Senate  Chamblk,  Jauuaijr   13,    ISm, 
Hon.  Sjtealcr  of  !he 

House  of  Rcpre-^e/itaiues  : 
Sir  : — The  Senate  Las  pas-ed  ehclo^ed    bill  to  be  entitled  Au  act 
to  provide  for  tl»e  expenses  oi'  Florida  in  the  settlement  of  boundary 
^itii  the  Stale  of  Geojgia,  with  amendments. 
A  crv   Respcctfullv, 

D.  (i.  LIVrXGSTOX, 

S'cntartf  of  the  Hffnaif, 
f>a  motiit'i,    s.-jjil   am  n<In)  i  »^  wt-re  r«.ac*u.eil  in,   and  tlii*  bill  at 

JIlitHltdl-d    «>!«Itftl.    to    bo  •I.M.lJtd. 

*  '.lit  mi  tf.;  I  Vit*  b.Mui'  b*'  fo.rir»"d  f«i  ilio  Sisiate. 

']..*.  .ulv  Iki.j^  \\;/i.».u,  M/.  li..!Oi.iivh   was  pc/ii.illvd  to  intrtKfuce 
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without  previous  notice  a  bill  lo  be  entitled  An  act  to  &x  pern^u^etit^ 
Iv  the  Seat  of  Govt^rnnient  of  the  State  of  Florida  ; 

Which  was  read  and  postponed  until  ^be  fourth  Monday  iu  No- 
veniher  ne;(t. 

On  motion, 

The  Huu^e  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  iM. 


3  O'CLOCK.  P.  M 

The  House  resumed  its  8esj«ion,  .... 

'i'he  following  Messijgo  was  received  from  (us  Excelldiicji  the 
Governor: 

Executive   Chambkr,   ) 
January  13,  1855.      ) 
Hon.  VV.  F.  Russell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representalives  : 

Sir  : — I  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  Bills  and  Reso«- 
lution  : 

An  act  makint]^  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  the  State  Gov- 
en  ment  for  the  fiscal  year  1855; 

Ai>  act  to  amend  tlie  Patrol  Laws  of  this  State ; 

An  act  to  regulate  and  establish  the  fees  of  the  Secret«ry  of 
State ; 

A  Resolution  relative  to  the  New  Orleans  and  Key  West  Mail 
Steamers ; 

An  act  defining  the  duties  of  Witnesses  in  the  several  Courts  of 
this  State ; 

An  act  to  authorize  James  F»  llarley,  a  minor,  "to  contract,  &o. ; 

An  act  to  extend  time  for  the  enjoyment  of  chartered  privileges  to 
the  Columbus  Bridge  Company  ; 

A  Resolution  authorizing  the  Comptroller  to  audit  certain  Ac- 
counts ; 

An  act  to  provide  ior  taking  the  Census  in  the  year  1855,  in  this 
State ; 

An  act  to  aathorize  W.  M.  C.  Neel  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the 
Chattahoochee  River; 

An  act  granting  aid  to  the  County  of  Putnam  to  build  a  Coiirt 
House  and  Jail ; 

An  act  regulating  Quarantine  at  St.  Marks; 

A  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  establish  certain  Mail  Routes; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Trustees  of^  the  Internal  Improvement 
Fund  to  surrender  the  ri^ht,  title  and  claim  of  the  State  to  certain 
Lands; 

An  act  in  relation  to  Pilotage. 

Rospectfullv, 

JAMES  E.  BROOME, 
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tin  motioo  of  Mr.  Carter^  a  CommtUee  ims  Appointed  eonstitii'* 
«>r  ^fMn.  Carter,  Langford  and  Peon,  tn  infbnn  the  Senate  dut  llw 
ll<*Qae  wnold  be  ready  to  adjoom  at  half  pMt  thret-  oVIock,  P.  M. 

Said  Conurfttee  reported  that  they  had  performed  the  daty  tt- 
signed  them. 

On  aandon  of  Mr.  Carter,  a  Cntmntttee  w^s  appointed  ronsistiR^ 
oi*  Meaara.  Carter,  Shtno  and  Jones  of  Naaeao,  to  wait  npon  hh 
KKceOeocy  the  Goremor,  and  inforni  him  that  the  Hooae  woaM 
be  ready  to  adjourn  at  half  paat  three  o'doek,  P.  M. 

Sai'4  Comnitteo  reported  that  they  had  performed  the  daty  ai- 
M^ed  lhe«i«  and  had  beao  inatmrted  by  hts  EzeeMenry  to  9tatetbiit 
he  had  no  farther  cooMmuiicatioa  to  make  to  the  General  Amm- 
Uy. 

On  mofioo  of  Mr.  P^n,  the  Hf«ae  adjoaroed  ootU  tho  Foiir:h  Moo- 
Jay  m  Norember,  A.  D.  16M. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  REGISTER 

Of  Public  Lands  and  Superintendent  of  Common  Schoolsi 


STATE  REGISTER'S  OFFICE, , 

NOVEMBBK  Ist,  1854. 

ITo  His  Ezcellencj,  Jambb  £.  Broom£> 

Governor  of  Florida  i 
Sir  : — As  Register  of  Public  Lands  and  Superintendeht  of  Comi 
mon  Schools  and  Seminaries  for  the  State,  I  have  the  hohor  to  sub* 
mit  toyoiir  Excelkncj  the  following  as  mj  Biennial  Report! 

SEMINARY  FVNa 

From  the  31st  October,  1852,  to  1st  Novembfer,  18M,  t  have  sold 
of  lands  belonging  to  this  fund,  7569  81-100  acres  at  an  averag6 
price  of  $1  41-100  per  acre,  producing  the  sum  of  $10,687  18-100, 
in  cash  and  bonds,  of  which  $10,205  68-100  were  received  into  this 
office,  and  $481  50-100  into  the  Treasurer's  Office.  Add  this  nam- 
ber  of  acres  U  the  21,213  58  100  acres  stated  as  having  been  sold 
at  the  date  of  my  last  report,  and  it  appears  that  the  whole  namber 
of  acres  sold  belonging  to  this  fund  since  the  first  establishment  of 
this  office,  is  28,783  30-100,  which,  according  to  the  previous  re- 
ports of  my  predecessor  and  myself,  have  been  sold  at  an  average 
price  of  $2  15-100  per  acre,  producing  the  sum  of  $61,863  80100 
io  cash  and  bonds.  The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements on  account  of  this  fund  from  October  3l8t,  1852,  to  No- 
vember Ist,  1854: 

RECEIVED  IN  CASH. 

t^om  Bales  of  Land,  being  cash  paymeots $8,818  42 

*•     Bonds  given  since  Ist  January  1863 1,731  66 

*•     fionds  given  prior  to  "       "  "    1 ,921  62 

^   17,471  49 
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DISBURSED. 

For  Appraieiog I        6  00 

"     Printing 82  50 

"     ^  binding  books  for  office 18  56 

"     Stationery 1157 

"     i  Retrister 8  salary. 916  62 

"     tumod  over  to  the  Treasurer 6,143  22 

Balance  to  credit  of  account 844  02 

17,471  49 

RECEIVED  IN  BONDS. 
From  sale  of  lands,  sold  since  January  1,  1853,  to  Novem- 
ber 1,  1854 $6,810  28 

Deduct  amount  paid  on  said  boud^  as  above  £tated.. .  1,731  56 

Balance  of  said  bonds  in  band 5,078  83 

Add  amount  of  bonds  given  prior  to  January  1,  1853,  stiU 

unpaid 668  57 

Wbdle  amount  of  unpaid  bonds  belonging  to  this  fund, 

in  this  office ^ $5,647  SO 

The  statement  marked  [  \,]  appended  to  this  Report,  shows  the 
items  for  which  the  above  amount  was  disbursed. 

The  whole  of  this  Fund  consisted,  originally,  of  the  four  town- 
ships, or  02,1^  acres  of  Land  granted  bj  the  United  States  to  the 
State  of  Florida,  for  the  establishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning; 
one  East  and  the  other  West  of  the  Suwannee  River.  The  Fund 
now  consists  of  the  proceeds  of  the  28,7H3  39-100  acres  that  have 
been  sold  as  before  stattnl,  and  the  remaining  63,376  01-100  acres 
that  remain  to  be  sold.  These  have  all  been  judiciously  located  bj 
the  State  and  ap})ro\  (»d  bv  the  proper  Department  of  the  Generri 
Government.  The  unsold  Lands  belonging  to  this  Fund  are  gener- 
ally of  good  quality,  and  if  not  forced  too  rapi<lly  upon  the  market, 
ought  to  command  an  averai^e  price  of  at  least  32  00  per  acre,  free 
of  the  exj>en8es  incident  to  their  sale.  In  this  event  this  Fand  wiS 
bo  worth  in  cash,  when  all  its  Lands  shall  have  been  disposed  of, 
about  8200,000 — a  sum  which  will  go  far,  if  judiciousl}'  expended, 
towards  building  up  two  Institutions  of  Learning,  which,  I  trust,  wiB 
prove  the  pride,  as  well  as  the  ornaments  and  blessings  of  our  State. 

No  site  has  yet  been  sc  looted  for  tlie  location  of  the  Seminaij 
West  of  the  Suwannee  River.  I  am  informed  that  the  XlJommission. 
ers  appointed  by  your  Excellency,  under  an  act  of  the  last  General 
Assembly,  will  shortly  convene  for  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

By  an  act  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  the  Seminary  to  be  locar 
ted  East  of  the  Suwannee  River,  was  fixed  at  the  town  of  Ocahi,  m 
the  County  of  Marion. 

During  the  montli  of  May  last,  I  made  an  official  visit  to  this  In- 
stitution,  and  I  am  much  gratified  in  being  able  to  say  that,  though 
in  its  infancy,  I  found  it  in  a  flourishing  condition,  andf  g^^^ng  profli- 
iso  of  great  future  usefulness.  I  found  about  sixty  students  in  atten- 
dance, and  the  Trustees,  as  well  as  the  learned  Faculty,    Male  and 
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Female,  vv^re  unitod  in  an  ardent  dosire  to  promote  iheir  odiieation. 
and  the  general  welfare  of  the  Institution,  by  all  the  means  at  their 
command.  My  visit  strongly  impressed  me  with  the  ho|ie,  that  tlie 
tune  is  not  far  distajit  when  the  children  of  our  State  will  be  no 
longer  under  the  necessity  of  going  abroad  in  search  of  educational 
advantages,  but  that  the  period  is  near  at  hand  when  they  will  have 
at  home,  within  our  own  borders,  as  ample  opportunities  for  intellec- 
tual and  moral  culture  as  can  be  found  elsewhere. 

Appended  to  this  Repoit,  marked  [B,]  your  Excellency  will  find 
the  Report  recently  made  to  me  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  tho 
Ocala  Seminary,  in  which  will  be  found  the  opinions  and  views  of 
that  Board,  as  to  the  best  means  of  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  In- 
stitution. These  views  I  commend  to  the  consideration  of  your  Ex- 
-  cellency  and  the  General  Assembly. 

SCHOOL  FUND, 

From  the  31  st  October,  1852,  to  tho  1st  November,  1854, 1  have 
sold  of  Lands  belonging  to  this  Fund,  11,344  17-100  acres,  at  an 
average  price  of  $1  60-100  per  acre,  producing  in  cash  and  bonds 
$18,1 12  57-100,  of  which  $1,G31  30-100  were  received  in  the 
Treasurer's  oftice,  and  $  IT),  181  27-100  in  this  office.  Add  this 
number  of  acres  to  the  4,199  22-100  stated  in  my  last  Report  as 
having  been  sold  by  mo,  and  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of 
acres  sold,  belonging  to  diis  Fmid,  since  1  took  charge  of  this  oHice 
on  the  2^d  November,  1850,  is  15,543  39-100  at  an  average  price 
of  $1  »4|  per  acre,  producing  the  sum  of  $25,534  64-100.  The  fol- 
lowing  table  shows  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  this  office  oji 
account  of  said  Fund  from  31st  October,  1852,  to  the  1st  November, 
1854: 

RECEIVED  IN  CASH. 

From  sales  of  knd.  being  cash  payments $  5  243  84 

"     Uoited  States  Five' per  cent.  Fund 2,931   1 1 

/*     Premium  on  Drafts  for  abf»vc  per  cent 30  65 

"     Bonds  given  since  January  1,  1853 023  4r. 

"    Bonds  given  prior  to    "       "    "     14,3^9  fiT 

$23,1^8  70 

DISBURSED. 

For  Stationery $  11  57 

"    ^  cost  binding  books  for  office 18  66 

"    Printing  and  Advertising 142  25 

"    Locating,  Apprising  and  Diagrams 950  73 

«    Rescinded  sales 368  51 

"    Auctioneeriu;? 3^  ^^ 

«    i- Register's  Salary <)16  62 

«    Turned  over  to  the  Treasurer 21,929  76 

Balaoce  to  Dr.  account— exc«^s8  of  digbursemcnts  above 

reeeipls  for  tbi»  fnnd 1,177  2d 

S21,3T5   9M       ift24.37r»  \fit 
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RECEIVED  IN  tlONDS. 

F'rom  ^ales  of  land  between  said  dates |ll,23t  4S 

Deduct  payments  as  aforesaid  on  the  said  bonds 

given  as  aforesaid ,f62S  43 

Amount  of  bonds  returned  on  account  of  rescinded 

sale 993  09  1,616  bi 

Balance  of  bonds  in  this  ofBee belonerin^  to  this  fund.  ,  f 9,620  91 

Add  amount  of  bonds  given  prior  to  January  1,  1853, 

still  unpaid  and  remaining  in  thisofliee 6,293  98 

Whole  amount  of  bonds  in  this  office  still  unpaid, 

belougiug  to  this  fund $15,914  89 

Appended  to  this  Report  find  statement  marked  [C,]  showing  the 
items  on  account  of  which  the  above  amount  was  ditsburscd. 

In  the  month  of  May,  last,  having  had  them  previous'y  appraised 
and  advertised  as  the  law  directs,  I  offered  at  public  sale  all  th^  16th 
sections  lying  in  the  Counties  of  Nassau,  St.  Johns,  Duval,  and  Put- 
nam, and  all  lying  north  of  the  township  line  No.  21,  in  the  County 
of  Orange.  Many  of  these  lands  are  chieily  valuable  only  for  their 
timber,  and  it  may  be  long  before  all  of  them  will  command  the  min- 
imum of  $1  25-100  at  which  they  were  oflbred.  In  the  month  of 
March  last,  I  oflered  the  10th  Sections  in  Escambia  County.  The 
Bales  there  were  dull,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  contemplated  Railroad 
improvements  in  that  section  will  so  increase  the  value  of  these  lands 
as  to  make  them  command  the  minimum. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  Report  I  have  caused  to  be  located,  and 
reported  to  the  proper  department  at  Washington  for  approval,  10,» 
879  87*100  acres,  to  supply  deficiencies  in  IGth  Sections. 

Congress  has  not  yet,  that  I  am  aware,  authorized  the  State  to 
make  selections  to  supply  the  deliciencies  caused  by  a  very  Urge 
tiumber  of  16th  Sections  being  covered  by  old  grants.  It  was  doabt- 
less  originally  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  appropriate  every 
16th  Section  to  School  purposes.  When  this  intention  is  defeated 
by  the  intervention  of  old  Spanish  or  other  grants,  I  presume  that 
Congress,  upon  a  proper  application  from  our  Representative  and  Sen- 
ators, would  allow  us  to  supply  such  deficiencies  by  locations  el^ 
\vhere.  Perhaps  a  Resolution  on  tliis  subject  bj^  the  General  Assem- 
bly would  expedite  the  accomplishment  of  this  desirable  object 

CONIHOW  SCHOOLS. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  children  in  each 
County  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  and  the  amount 
of  money  I  have  apportioned  to  each  county,  accruing  from  the  in* 
i^reM  of  the  Seho(»l  Funu  . 
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7%c  apporfionmenl  of  Interest  accruing  on  the  School  Fund  from 
July  i,  1853,  to  July  I,  1854,  among  the  several  Counties  tn  th^ 
Stale  of  Florida, 


KO. 

COUNTJES. 

^6 

i 

S 

1 

"^ 

Escambia,... . 

~670 

30.35 

208 

34 

2 

Santa  Rosa^ . 

686 

30.85 

20b 

20 

8 

Walton, 

538 

30.35 

161 

77 

4 

Washington,.. 

478 

80.35 

145 

07 

5 

Jackson, .... 

962 

80.35 

291 

97 

6 

Holmes, .... 

414 

30.3^ 

125 

64 

7 

Calhoun,... . 

?60 

30.35 

75 

87 

8 

Franklin, 

435 

30.35 

132 

03 

9 

Qadsden, .... 

1802 

80.35 

546 

91 

10 

Leon,. 

1042 

30.85 

816 

24 

11 

Wakulla^.... 

481 

30.35 

145 

98 

12 

Jeflferson,. . . . 

944 

30.35 

286 

61 

18 

Madison,. . . . 

1166 

30.35 

858 

88 

14 

Hamilton,... 

617 

30.36 

156 

91 

15 

Columbia,-.. . 

600 

30.35 

182 

11 

16 

Nassau,'... . . . 

841 

30.85 

108 

49 

11 

DuvaL 

951 

30.35 

288 

62 

18 

Alachua, 

900 

30.35 

273 

15 

19 

Marion, 

646 

30.35 

196 

06 

20 

Sumpter, .... 

233 

30  85 

70 

71 

21 

St.  Johns, . . . 

600 

30.35 

151 

75 

52 

Putnam, .... 

233 

80.35 

70 

72 

28 

Levy, 

131 

30.36 

89 

75 

24 

Orange, 

114 

30.85 

34 

59 

26 

Hernando,-.. 

269  30.35 1 

81 

64 

26 

Hillsborough, 

691 

80.35 

209 

71 

27 

St  Lucie, 

100 

30.35 

80 

35 

28 

Dade,. 

29 

Monroe,-. . . . 

488 

30.85 

148 
5031 

10 
07 

Total 

No.  Children, 

16577 

REMARKS. 


♦No  Report  this  year,  j 


*ln  the  cases  of  Counties  that  made  "  do  report  this  year,**  the  Dumbee  of  C9ul? 
d^en  is  taken  from  their  report  made  to  this  office  last  year. 

Owing,  I  sappose,  to  the  small  amonnt  allotted  to  any  one  ooanty, 
but  few  of  them  have  as  yet  put  our  school  system  into  practica!) 
operation.  With  the  exception  of  the  Counties  of  Monroe  and  Frank- 
lin, I  have  heard  of  none  that  have  contributed  anything  from  the 
oounty  treasury  for  the  augmentation  of  the  School-money  received 
from  the  State.  I  very  much  regret  the  apathy  which  has  prevailed 
in  the  public  mind  on  this  all  important  subject  I  capnot  suggest 
any  alteration  of  our  statute  which  would  render  it  more  practical 
or  better  adapted  to  the  condition  of  our  people.  A  careful  perusa) 
our  sehool  law,  (approved  January  1853,)  must  enable  any  board  of 
County  Commissioners  to  understand  it,  and  if  they  have  the  meat^§ 
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a'ld  tli'.^  \\\[[  liiv'y  can  easily  put  it  into  operatioi*.  Hitherto,  the 
Jud^^ns  of  IVobate  and  coujity  Coirifnissioners  have  not,  I  foar,  givea 
to  this  subject  the  con5:>ideratioa  it  deserves,  or  else  they  have  con- 
cluded that  the  means  at  tlieir  command  are  too  small  to  make  even 
a  beginning  with.  Few  persons  anywhere,  seem  to  have  given  the 
subject  much  attention.  But  from  certain  indications  of  the  News- 
paper press,  that  groat  luminary  of  a  free  country,  1  trust  that  a  new 
flood  of  light  is  about  to  be  shed  on  this  subject,  which  will  awaken 
the  people  to  a  sense  of  it^  importance.  Certainly,  under  our  free 
government  nothing  whatever  can  be  of  more  vital  importance,  than 
the  general  education  of  the  people,  since  upon  their  iuteUigeooe  and 
virtue  depends  the  very  existence  of  our  institutions. 

At  this  period  of  the  world,  particularly,  it  is  important  that  our 
children  should  be  educated.  Intelligence,  like  wealth,  is  a 
comparative  thing.  A  man  who  would  have  passed  as  iutelligeot  ia 
the  dark  ages  might  be  considered  very  stupid  now,  iuid  when  we 
consider  the  great  attention  that  is  being  paid  to  education  at  this 
time  throughout  Christendom,  we  must  feel  that  our  children  will  be 
compelled  to  blush  for  our  neglect  of  them,  unless  we  afford  them 
better  means  of  instruction  than  we  have  hitherto  done.  Oar  pos- 
terity cannot  reproach  us  with  any  more  crying  sin  than  that  of  hav- 
ing neglected  their  minds.  The  wealth  we  may  bequeath  oar  chil- 
dren  in  lands,  slaves,  or  money,  will  be  comparatively  but  a  worth- 
loss  boon,  if  it  be  not  accompanied  by  the  far  richer  legacy  of  in- 
tellectual treasures,  and  high  moral  cultivation.  In  a  free  country 
"  Knowledge  is  Power,"  and  I  will  add,  where  the  child  has  been 
properly  educated,  knowledge  is  virtue  and  wealth  also. 

Remarks  might  be  protracted  on  this  subject  to  an  almost  onlim- 
ited  extent,  but  doubtless,  your  Excellency  and  the  General  Assem- 
bly being,  as  deeply  impressed  with  its  importance  as  mysM,  will  give 
it  your  most  serious  and  anxious  consideration. 

INTERNAL  IIHPROTEnENT  FOND. 

From  the  31st  October,  1852,  to  the  1st  November  1854,  I  have 
sold  of  lands  belonging  to  this  fund  74,908  89-100  acres,  at  an  av- 
(Tage  price  of  $1  72 J  per  acre,  producing  in  cash  and  bonds 
'^i:iO,7G5  74-100,  of  which  $4,840  26-100  were  received  in  the 
I  reasurer's  Office,  and  $125,925  48-100  in  this  office.  Add  this 
nuinljer  of  acres  to  the  56,610,80  stated  as  having  been  sold  at 
the  date  of  my  last  report,  and  it  appears  that  131,519  69-100  acres 
is  the  whole  number  belonging  to  this  fund  that  have  been  sold  since 
the  first  establishment  of  this  office,  producing  in  cash  and  bonds  the 
sum  of  $228,121  52-100,  being  an  average  price  of  $1  73^  per 
acre. 

The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  and  disbursements  on  ac- 
count of  this  fund  from  Ae  31st  October,  1852,  to  November  I. 
1854  : 
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EKCSIVDD  IN  OABEL 

IVom  sale  of  laAdt  being  oBifa  paymeDt*.^.......,,^.  442,514  f4 

*•    Bonds giT«ii  ante  Jaootry  1, 1«08 .\...  8,976    20 

"    Boodft  giT«D  pnor  to    ••      -    -    ,,.    1,282  98 

$62,778  13^ 

DISBURSED. 

For  fixing  and  iTepairiog  ofliee  farnttnra 10  00' 

**    Aoctiooeenng^ . . . . •  • 60  00 

**    iooaibbdio^  books  for  office.  4 18  68 

*•    Reeeioded  Mkles 817  84 

«    Postage 28  07 

••    LocaiiDg  Lands.... 1,046  21 

*    Appraising  Lands , ^,,       847  60 

"    Prmtaig  and  Advertisiog ^ 486  81 

"    SlatiuDerj..^..... ...., *..  68  68 

"    i  Rejarister'ft  salary 916  78 

•*    TorD«dovertoTr*asuror..... 45,614  98 

Balane<B  to  credit  account  unexpended  on  account  of  this 

fund.^..... 4,026  68 

162,778  12^ 

RBOElVED  nr  BONDS. 

From  sale^  of  land  sinee  Jannarj  1,  1864. .88,410  64 

Deduct  auQount  paid  on  aboTe  bonds  as  aforesaid. . .  .8,976  20 

Whole  amoQut  of  unpaid  bonds  in  this  office  belonging  to 

Ibis  fund ^ ^... ..174.486  84 

Hie  Btatement  hereto  appended,  markid  [E,]  shows  the  items  oa 
account  of  wbicb  the  foregoing  amounts  were  disbursed. 

During  the  spring  of  1853,  I  oflTered  all  the  Lands  belonging  to' 
this  Fund  lying  in  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Calhoun,  Holmes,  Wash- 
ington and  Walton.  The  unsold  Lands  remaitring  in  these  counties 
are  generally  not  so  good,  but  yet  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
most,  if  not  all  of  them,  will  before  a  great  while,  command  the 
minimum  of  91  25-100,  at  which  they  are  offered.  I  think  iff 
w^uld  be  unwise  at  present  to  reduce  said  mihimnmr  either  as  to 
these  Lands  or  those  belonging  to  the  Seminary  Fund.  The  loca" 
tin^  agents  for  the  State,  who  are  wKhout  eteeptioit  men  of  char* 
aeter  and  intelligence,  of  course  selected  the  best  they  could  find, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  Chat  they  located  many  worth  leas  thao 
tbis  minhnum. 

My  great  aim  in  patting  prices  on  these  Lands,  has  been  to  strike 
&e  medium  between  saeh  high  prices  on  the  one  hand  as  will  deter 
persons  from  purchasing  who  want  the  Lands  for  actual  settlement 
and  cultivation,  aod  such  low  prices  on  the  other  hand  as  will  iodace 
persons  to  buy  on  speculation  only. 

Of  the  500,000  acres  of  Land  to  which  Florida  became  entitled 
tinder  the  act  of  Congress,  of  September  4th,  1S41,  on  her  admis- 
sion  into  the  Union,  312,839  acres  have  been  located  and  approved 
The  remaining  187,161  acres  have  been  located  by  the  State,  bat 
h«ve  not  yet  l^a  approved  by  the  United  States,  though  appliea- 
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tions  tiave  long  boen  pending  before  the  proper  department  at  Wtah' 
iiigt(»n. 

As  I  have  before  stated,  there  have  been  sold  of  Lands  belonging 
to  thig  Fund,  131,519  69-100  aei-es  at  an  average  price  of  f  1  73 J, 
producing  the  sum  of  #2^,121  52-lQO.  If  the  remaining  368,- 
480  31-100  acres  shall  command  an  average  of  62  00  per  acre, 
M'hich  I  think  thej  ought  to  do  free  of  expenses,  then  the  whole  cash 
value  of  this  Fond,  when  all  ito  Lands  shall  have  been  sold,  will  he 
^905,082  14100. 

RECAPITULATION. 

AmouQt  cash  received  on  account  Seminary  fund. ....  I  7.471  4^ 

"        ••         "       School  fund, 28,198  70 

"  "  c.        a        a      Internallmprov.  ftind,  52.773  12 

Total  Am«ttDt  fA  m  account  all  jtbe  funds |6S,448  81 

DISBURSED. 

Cash  expended  on  account  Seminary  fund .$7,127  47 

'«         *'      School  fund 24,376  «9 

"        "  **        ^      luteraal  Iraprov.  fund 48.747  56 

180,261  02 

^alanc«  b^twecD  ditbun«mentt  tod  receipts. ,,,, . $8,192  29 

Balauc*  to  credit  of  « ish  account  at  the  datt  of  the  last  j«ar 

report — See  Ledger,  ^ ^ . . , $931  07 

Balance  of  cosh  on  hand  ou  the  1st  November,  1854. ....  .2.261  22 

$3,192  29 

SWAMP  LAND  FUND. 

The  Agents  for  locating  the  Swamp  Lands  have  as  yet  made  no 
Report  to  this  office.  I  hay.e  understood  from  them,  unofficially,  that 
tlie  State  will  probably  received  from  this  source,  about  8,000,000 
<-f  acres.  1  presume  said  agents  will  report  this  winter  whil' tbe 
Legislature  is  in  session^  When  the  duty  of  selling  these  additional 
8,000,000  of  acres  shall  also  be  iconfided  to  this  office,  it  will  be  ab- 
solutely essential  to  increase  its  operative  force  by  the  allowance 
of  a  Clerks  as  its  duties  are  already  greater  than  can  be  couvenieot- 
i^  discharged  by  one  individual. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  WALKER. 

Register  &c. 
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A. 

DisbursemenU  on  account  of  Seminary  Fund  from   October  dl, 

1852,  to  November,  1854. 
1852. 
KoT'r.  9.    To  cash  paid  i  Wm.  WiUon  &  Co*»  accouDt^ 

Statiouary «..< |      9  44 


|0  44 


1863. 

Jan'y. 
Feby 

1. 

7. 

Moi'ch 

7. 

April 

1. 

27. 

28. 

May 

12. 

Juno 

6. 

July 

1. 

OctV. 

1. 

8. 

NovV. 

7. 

Dec'r. 

6. 

1854. 

Jan'y. 

FebV. 

2. 

1. 

March 

6. 

20. 

April 

1. 

8. 

May 

1. 

June 

5. 

July 

8. 

August  7. 

Sept'r. 

4. 

Oct'r. 

8. 

1 .    To  eaah  paid  i  4tb  qr.  Hegister's  Salary*  1 852, 
.4    u       ♦«  over  to  Cba8.H.  Austin,  Treaa'r., 

*»         U  M  4(         «i  4*  tt  4«  «< 

"    *•       "  i  l8tqr.Regi8ter*8  Salary,  1868, 
"    "       "  i  Wm.  Wilson  A  Co.'8  account 

for  Stationer^,. « 

To  ca8h  paid,  i  Qeo.  <b  J.  Megiuniss'  account, 

binding  books, « 

To  cash  paid  Joe.  Clisby,  printing  and  adv'g, 
over  to  Cbas.  H.  Austin,  TreasV* 
i2dqr.  Kegister's  Salary,  1863. 
^3d   " 
over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'fi 


2.    To  cash  paid  i  4tb  qr.  Register's  Salary,  1868, 
-    u       .4  Q^^j^  ^Q  ChuB.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r, 

44  44  M  t(  ti 

"       "  D.  L  White,  for  appraising, 

"       *•  i  let  qr.  Registers  Salary,  1884, 
"       "  over  to  Chas.  If.  Austin,  Treas'r, 


"  i2dqr.  Register's  Salary.  1 854, 
**  over  to  Chas.  H.  Austb,  Treas'r, 


i3dqr.  Register's  Salary,   1854, 


100  00 

791  49 

,268  17 

116  60 

2  13 

18  56 

82  50 

276  00 

116  66 

116  66 

623  70 

860  56 

881  47 

:  14,198  5d 

116  66 

665  80 

192  00 

5  00 

116  66 

883  00 

24  94 

245  05 

171  60 

116  66 

224  17 

519  12 

72  75 

116  66 

* 12,919  47 

Total  amount  Disbursements 4  $7,127  47 


c, 


Disbursements  on  accmtnt  of  School  Fund  from  October  31,  1852, 
to  November  1,  1854. 

1852.  .     . 

Nov'r.    9.    To  cash  paid  ^  Wm.  Wilson  <&  Co.'s  account, 

Stationary $        9.  44 

DecV.    20.    To  cash  paid  over  to  Ohas.H.  Austin,  Treas'r,     1,700  00 


1858. 


11,709  44 


Jan'r.     L    To  cash  paid  i  4th  qr.  Register's  Salarv,  1 852, 
Fcby    7.      *•    »*       **  over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r,     4,i 


100  00 
,600  00 
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1 

March 

7. 

AprU 

1. 

4 

27. 

28. 

May 

2. 

12. 

JOM 

6. 

July 

4. 

9. 

Ocfr 

1. 
1. 

8. 

14. 

IfoT'r 

7. 

Dee'r 

6. 

1864. 

Jao'y 

2. 

n 

4 

11- 

19. 

it 

Amoant  bro^bt  fcrward,..,. $4,^60  Of 

To  eaah  paid  over  to  Obaa.  H.  Austiti,  Trma.      8,014  07 

-    «        "    i  let  qr.  Register's  Salary.  1858,  116  66 

•  ••        "    over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin  Treas'r,    1,768  40 

•  M        <•    |.  Wm.  Wilson  <k  Co'a.  aoooout 
for  Stationery,. •  2  18 

MM        -    ^G.AJ.  MegioDiss'  aoeount  for 

book  biodiug, ..#... 18  66 

"    •«        *•    over  to  Cbas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r,  640  81 

:    **        **    Jos.  Clisby's  account  for  pri*g  Ac,  88  60 

"  -  ••  over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Trea'pr,  427  89 
H    u        u      u                 u                       ««        j^089  46 

MM        M    ^  2d  qr.Kegister's  Salary,  1858,  116  66 

u    m       «•    W.  Wi  Turablin,  apprais  g  Isnds,  10  00 

••    •        «    over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r,  237  68 

«4    tf        M    ^  8d  qr.  Register's  Salary*  1868,  116  66 

«    ••        •«    ovv  to  Ohas.  H.  Austin,  Treas^r  414  78 

<•    «(        M    Chunes  A  Royal,  for  advertising,  8  00 

««    •>        ••    over  to  Chas.  EL  Austin,  TreasV,  876  88 

u    m        m        f                  H                    «  718  69 

114,606  21 

To  cash  pad  i  4th  qr.  Register's  Safry,  1868, 1  116  66 

••    ••        «•    over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r,  1,436  02 

••    -        ••    to  A  M.  Randolph,  oo  account,  lOo  00 

u      m             t                   ««                    "                    M                •«  IQQ    QQ 

••    •*        *<    to  Hopper  A  Gilmer  on  account 

cancefn  of  16th  Sections  in  B»- 

cambia  County,* 868  *1 

^  pilk  reoeiyable,  8  notes  returned  on  same 

account  to  Hopper  A  Gilmer,  as 

above, 998  07 

to  cash  paid  A  M  Randolph,  for  selecting,  dto,  848  69 

«  -  •*  overtoChas.H.  Austin.  Treas'r,  1,282  20 
f*    f        •*    O.  M.  Arery  for  expenses,  per 

acouunt, • :....  8  00 

••    #        "A  Marsori.  for  advertmog 10  00 

«    «<        "    ^  1st  qr.  Register's  Salary.  1864  116  66 

M  41  <*  over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas*^  46u  91 
MM       «    W^  G.  Moeelcy  for  appraising. 

Ml  account, lOO  00 

u    if       m    John  McNeaUy,  fat  advertising,  9  00 

M    •        <«    M.E.Andreu,auotioneer'gl6ths,  6  90 

<«    *        "    W.  W.  Tumblin,  for  saaoe, 6  00 

••    «        «    W.  a.  Moeeley  In  full  for  appr*g,  107  94 

MM        •«    Geo.  H.  Smith,  auotioneer'g,  ^  20  00 

^    u       *$    C.  £.  Dyka,  fx*  advertising 28  00 

«    <«        <•    over  to  Chaa.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r,  2,692  06 

•«    -        "    t  2d  qr.  Register's  Salary,  1854,  116  66 

••    «•        ••    J.R.HaddocWforappr'ngieths,  184  10 

••    «        <*    Savannah  Republiean,  tor  advV,  68  76 

"    «*        •«    over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  TreaaY,  129  67 

M    M        «      «                   <«                   f«  146  66 

"    -       ••    t  »dqr.  Register**  Salaiy,  1864,  116  66 

^       ^    ^  mm      I  9.064  43 

IVrtiJ  HUNBMIXMDtl^ / .-^•.. m^mm 


Jao'y 
March 

24. 

6. 

27. 

April 

80 
L 

K^y 

6. 

Jma 

28. 
9. 

JO. 

^dy 

80. 
8. 

Sept 
Pct'r 

8. 

12. 

4 
8. 
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Total  Disboraemeiitt,  t)r<M]ght  Ibrwtrd, |29«360  t»f 

De^uot  eash  aad  boods  returiMd  to  Hepp«r  A  Oilmer,  868  51 

True  Disbnrsements, $24,007  48 

Add  caab  paid  to  Hopper  &  Gilmer, 868  61 

Total  wsb  disbaraemeota, $24,375  99 

*Tbia  aale  was  caDoelled  beeauta  the  land  had  oat  been  offered  at  pablie  sale. 

Disbursements  on  account  of  Internal  Improvement  Fund  from  Odo* 

her  31,  1852,  to  November  1,  1854. 
1«62. 
Nov.    9.    To  eash  paid  ^  Wm.  Wilson  A  Oo/s  aoeoont 

for StatioDery. « $        9  44 

25.    To  cash  paid  D.  Maoley  for  eandlea 2  64 

80.      '*    **       **  Florida  Democrat  for  advertising,         2B  00 
Dec     1.      •*    ••       •*  B.  F.  Vhitner,  jr.,  balance  for  ap- 
praising lands  in  Marion  Ooonty,        110  00 
27.      **    **       **  A.  M.  Randolph  for  locating  lands 

to  date, 260  75 

$410  88 

1858 

JanV  1.  To  cash  paid  i  4th  qr.  Register's  sarry  1862,  $  100  00 
Ffb*y  7.  "  "  "  over  to  Chas.H.  Austin,  TreasV,  2,000  00 
March     7.     «•    «        ««      -  «  «  714  85 

•.•«••        «*    D.  Manly  for  stationery. 6  00 

April  1.  *"  **  **  i  1st  or.  Register's  sahiry,  1858,  116  68 
18.  "  "  •*  Miles  Nash,  postage  account  in  full  5  07 
27.     "    "        *    Wm.  Wilson  A  Co.,  i  account  for 

Stationery, 2  18 

"  *•  "  •*  refunded  to  Stephan  Brown,  on  ac. 
of  inability  of  the  State  of  Flori- 
da to  give  him  good  titles  to  land 

hcbooght. 57  75 

28      ^    *       "    iaccouotOd;  J  Meginniss,bbd- 

itu?  books,  Ac 18  66 

M.iy  2.  **  -  •*  over  to  Ohas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r,  2,802  26 
11"*'        "    Betion  <k  Hig^,  accounts  made 

Jau'y  18,  1861 1  00 

**          12      **    **        •*    Jt»8.  Clisby,  for  printing   and  ad- 
vertising,      212  81 

-  27     **    **        "J.  A.   Edmondson,  making  seal 

stand , 8  25 

"  21.    "    "        "    Florida  Whig,for  advertising,  Ac,      19  60 

**  24.    •*     "        **     Angus  Oillis,  for  appraising 17  60 

*****        •*    Jo«.  T.  Russ,  for  same. 186  00 

80    •♦    "        **     Britton  Barclay,  for  same, 50  80 

Jut^        6      *'     •        **     over  to  Chns.  H.  Austin,  TreasV,      400  00 

7      •*    "        **     D   ff  McLean,  for  appraising...        84  60 

**         U      "     •*        **     A    N.  Molver  for  auctioneering,        60  00 

15      "     **        "     F  <H I, la  Democrat,  for  ad vertisrog,     14  00 

"     "        '•     A   Hii'i'liinrt.  for  repMng  safe  lock,        150 

Ja.^         1      '      "         •'     ^t -t  qr.  Reifister's  salary,  1858,       116  68 

«*  «     «    «        **    Fioriaian  and  Journal,  advert'ing,       14  00 

•<         4.    '*    '*        "*    over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  TVeaa'r,    6,065  45 
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"      8.  To  CABh  paid  GommereuJ  Advertiser,  adv'iog,      22  90 

"    18.      "    •*      "    M.  Nash,  postage  in  fult 8  70 

«♦     26.  «    ii      «    Pensacola  Gazette  for  advort'iiig,      17  00 

Aug.    1.  **    "      «*    over  to  Chas-H.  Austin,  Treas'r,  1.261  61 

Sept    6.  «««««<«•«             «                    •«         8,776  06 

Oct      1.  ««    "      «♦    i  8d  qr.  Register's  salary,  1853,    116  68 

"       8.     "    •*      "    over  to  Cbas.  H.  Austin 4,729  98 

"       8.  «     *<      ♦«    M.  Nash,  postage  aoc't  to  Ist  insU,      6  83 

•*       -  "    •*      "    J*  McDougal,   aoc't  as   per   rec\      2  69 

«     81.  -     "      "     H.  Wells,  balance  acc't  for  U>cati*g,  484  46 

Nov.    7.  "    '«      "    over  lo  Cbas.  IL  Austin,  Trcas'r,  8,641  05 

Dec    5.  «     «•       «       *i      "              •♦                    **        8^238  06 

' — 133,657  31 

1864. 

Jan'y    2.  To  cash  paid  i  4th  qr.  Register's  salarv,  1 853,  |  116  68 

8.  "     "      *•     over  to  Cbas.  H.  Austin.  Tieas'r,  1,118  98 

9.  **    "       "     Jos.  Clisby,  printiug,  advertiaiug, 

and  bioding 108  50 

17.  «    ««    «      M.  Nask  postage  account  to  date,        4  81 

20.  **  •*  "  J.  B.  Allen,  OD  account  of  rescind- 
ed purchase.  May  26,  1852,  Act 
Legislature,  Dec  29,  1852 48  12 

Feb'y  1.     **    •*      "    over  to  Cbas.  H.  Austin,  TieasV,  1,230  00 

6.  "    "       "     M.  Nash,  for  postage  stamps,. ...         1  00 

7.  "    "      "      Jdo.  McDougal,  accouut  of  1863 

and  1864  to  this  date, 87  12 

March  1.     «    -      «    S.  B.  Todd,  on  account  rescinded 

sale, 83  16 

6.      "     "       «     over  to  Cbas.  H.  Austin    Treas'r.  2,i:J0  12 

16.  ♦*    ••      "    W.H.  Hortoo,  on  account  resciud- 

edsale 66  40 

18.  **    "      "    N.  A.  Long,  on  accouut  rescinded 

sale 96  94 

April     1.    "    "       "     i  Ist  qr.  Registers  salary,  1864,     116  68 
3.    "     "      "     over  to  Cbas.  H.  Austin,   Treas'r,  l,lu3  44 
"     **       **     M.   Nash,  postage  acc't  to  date,         2  65 
6.    "     ••      "     A.  M.  Randolph,  for  selecting  land,     800  00 
22.    "    "       "    S.  B.  Todd,  balance  due  him  on 
account  of  cancelled  sale,  see  re- 
ceipt of  date 17  47 

26.  "  **  "  Woodruff  «fe  McNeil,  acc't  for  ink,  8  60 
May  1.  "  "  "  over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r,  1,153  48 
June    6.    •*    "      •'      "      "  '*  **        2,001  37 

8.  *•    "      "      *•     M.  Nash,  postage  stamps,. ...      1  00 

17.  "    "      •*     G.  t.  Townsend,  for  chairs, 4  50 

July     3.     "     "       "    i  2ud  qr.  Register's   salary,  1854,     116  68 

"     "       "     over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r,     919  94 

6.    "     "       "     M.Nash,  postage  acc't  to  3d  ins t.,         8  11 

Aug.    7.    "    "      '•    over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin,  Treas'r.,  1,066  83 

Sept     4.     "     "       "       "     •«  "  »'  1,841  21 

6.    "    "      "    Henry  Cook,  making  curtains  for 

office '76 

Oct      8.    "     "       "     i  8rd  qr.  Register's  salary,   1854.     116  68 
"    "      "    over  to  Chas.  H.  Austin  Treas'r,  1,421  40 

$14,679  45 

ToUl  disburseraentj, 48,747  64 
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IS 
REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  E.  F.  S.  8. 


I  herewithenclose,  and  transmit  to  you  bj  mail,  an  Account  CurrenI 
with  the  East  Florida  State  Seminary  for  the  years  1853  and  1854, 
accompanied  by  an  Address  from  the  Board  of  Education,  also  niy 
own  Report.  (I  take  occasion  here  to  state  that  the  Board  of  Visi- 
toi-s  who  were  appointed  and  invited  did  not  visit  the  Institution^ 
*.onseqaently  itioses  the  advantage  of  their  reports.) 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  M.McINTOSH, 

Judf^e  of  Pro1)ate  M.  C.  <Sc  ex-Officio  Sec.  B.  E.  E.  F.  S.  S. 


ADDRESS. 

OcALA,  Fla.,  Nov.  6th,  1864. 

Honorahle  Sir  : — The  board  of  Education  for  the  East  Florida 
State  Seminary,  in  submitting  their  report  to  you,  feel  it  a  privilege, 
as  well  as  a  duty,  to  accompany  that  report  with  such  opinions  and 
suggestions  as  to  them  seem  pertinent  and  legitimate,  as  coming 
from  those  whose  duty  it  has  been  made  to  act  as  guardians  over 
the  beginning,  the  progress  thus  l^ir,  and  the  well  being  of  this  magi- 
piHcent  scheme  of  Education,  in  Ea^t  Florida,  by  a  wise  and  far 
setiiig  legislation,  hoping  if  any  stray  thoughts  worthy  of  treasuring 
up  and  presenting  to  the  present  Legislature,  should  occur  ia  this 
address,  you  will  take  pleasure  in  clothing  it  in  your  own  happy 
language,  and  made  thus  captivating,  embody  it  in  your  own  ad- 
dress to  that  august  body. 

As  a  supporter,  a  supervisor,  and  a  dear  lover  of  Educ^tjon,  in 
its  inception,  its  progress,  and  its  perfection,  in  all  its  eflbrts,  how- 
ever humble,  or  however  magnificent  and  well  matured,  we  can 
look  to  you  confidently  for  sympathy,  encouragement  and  support. 
You  can  appreciate  the  many  difficulties  and  draw-backs  any 
scheme  of  Education  must  encounter  in  a  country  just  merging 
from  a  state  of  wilderness,  where  tb©  people  have  met  together  to 
form  society,  and  have  come  from  various  States,  pi^stly  strangers 
to  each  other,  and  having  bqt  little  jn  common  ;  where,  too,  other 
and  most  serious  difficulties  rise  up  in  the  path  of  all,  where  their 
means  are  neressarily  exhausted  in  procuring  homes,  habitations, 
and  the  necessaries  of  life — when  a  deep  desire  in  many  to  Educate 
their  children  is  almost  crushed  out,  by  the  want  of  ability — where 
the  population  on  which  a  school  depends  is  scattered  over  a  large 
extent  of  Tenitory,  and  but  few  are  prepared  to  accommodate  the 
willing  and  able  with  board  ;  and  you,   w  ith   your  practic^al   good 
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•ente,  eMi  ■••  bow  Mcb  mtwenm  •irosBiHwicai  amst  mttenasij  rt^ 
t«fd  tbe  progress  of  s  State  Seminary,  if  tbe  trustees,  imbued  with 
a  worthy  state  pride,  should  deem  it  proper  to  sssemble.  as  a  faco'- 
If ,  tbe  best  talent  and  practical  abiiitj,  by  the  only  possible  means, 
liie  offering  salaries  that  will  command  such  talent  and  practicai 
ability.  And  last  of  all,  you  can  appreciate  the  embnrrassmeD't  of 
this  board  in  administering  the  affairs  of  this  institution,  o«ider  aft 
tbese  trials,  and  with  no  previous  experience.  The  scheme  as  laid 
o«t  by  the  act  establishing  this  Seminary,  and  a  similar  one,  west  of 
the  Suwannee,  is  a  grand  one — a  scheme  of  which  any  Sttte  «q  the 
Union  might  be  proud — ^a  model  for  tbe  world ;  and  wer«  the  meant 
eommensurate  with  the  plan,  might  be  readily  reduced  to  practice, 
and  one  that  this  board  would  feel  forever  honored  in  being  the  firti 
•ntmsted  with  its  execution. 

The  General  Government  has  exhibited  a  parental  care  and  praiae- 
wortliy  munificence  in  bestowing  upon  the  State  so  large  a  boontj 
for  seminary  purposes,  and  the  State,  taking  into  consi<ieration  its 
peculiar  shape,  has  exercised  a  sound  judgint- nt  and  a  wise  policj 
in  dividing  that  fund  and  creating  two  seminaries  in  place  of  one; 
and  the  programme  of  these  Seminaries  are  the  certain  foot-prints  of 
a  master  mind.  But  the  available  means  are  inadequate  to  tbe 
proper  beginning,  and  laving  out  of  it--  practical  application  in  a  region 
ao  sparsely  settled  and  so  fettered  with  hardships,  and  s<*arcitj  of 
money.  And  yet  the  few  that  are  here  need  this  means  of  etiacatioo, 
aad  the  chil  ren  of  our  St^Ue  must  not  be  allowed  to  grow  op 
in  even  partial  ignorance,  nor  be  forced  to  seek  the  ompfcption  of 
their  education  in  other  latitudes  until  the  aceumulated  fund  shaB 
liave  proved  sufficient  to  begin  tbe  plan  and  carry  it  out  in  aif  ttshe- 
Deficial  details.  Better  have  only  established  one  Seinioary  an^ 
that  on  a  less  costly  plan.  But  who,  being  a  Flotidian,  opoo  study, 
ing  the  geography  of  our  State  and  reviewing  the  plan  of  our  Semi- 
naries, would  consolidate  or  abate  one  jot  or  tittle  of  tbe  mightj 
scheme  ? 

There  is  a  means  in  the  power  of  the Xegislature  to  remedy  the 
defect,  and  to  set  the  whole  machinery  to  work  in  due  time.  A  pro- 
per State  pnde,  and  a  little  nerve  would  speak  the  means  into  exif- 
tence.  Could  ever  a  people  be  taxed  for  a  holier  purpose  than  for 
the  education  of  their  children  ?  Even  this  is  not  indispensable. — 
The  State  is  entitled,  by  donation,  to  a  large  amount  of  valuabis 
land,  partially  submerged,  capable  of  being  cheaply  reclain>ed.  A 
portion  of  this  could  not  be  more  sensibly  appropriatf*d  than  by  set- 
ting apart  a  sufficiency  of  it  to  endow  these  Seminaries  lil»erally,  and 
to  supply  the  present  need,  a  loan  might  be  granted  to  the  resf^c- 
tive  boards  of  education  of  sums  sufficient  to  supply  all  the  usaal  ap- 
pendages of  high  Seminaries  of  Learning ;  such  as  Philosophical, 
Chemical  and  Astronomical  apparatus.  Library,  Globes,  6ie.  lliese 
paraplMraalia  of  colleges  are  indispeoaable  aaatnoDgtbe  means  of  !■• 
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Titing  tnioh  stadenta  as  were  m  the  main,  oontemplated  to  be  educa* 
ted  in  these  Colleges  or  Seminaries. 

As  the  State  appropriations  became  ftinded  and  money  realized, 
the  principal  migfit  be  restored,  or  if  the  State  should  not  feel  that 
liberality  and  pride  which  would  prompt  a  donation,  the  loan  might 
be  granted,  and  a  sufficiency  of  the  interest  withheld  annually,  to  re- 
establish the  principal  in  four  or  five  years.  When  the  Seminaries 
were  once  provided  with  all  the  faculties  of  imparting  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, and  the  country  had  settled  up  and  been  relieved  in  a  great 
measure  of  its  embarrassments,  then  the  Seminaries  would  not  only 
be  able  to  pay  their  own  way,  but  be  able  to  add  something  to  <he 
means  necessary  to  carry  out  the  entire  plan  of  the  wise  originators 
of  the  scheme.  Without  some  such  timely  aid,  the  Seminary  in 
East  Florida  must  retrograde  in  character,  or  suspend  operations 
until  the  sum  due  it  becomes  adequate  to  its  necessities.  With  these 
few  suggestions,  we  trust  our  cause  into  your  care  and  honorable 
keepings  and  subscribe  ourselves 

Friends  and  obedient  servants, 

LEWIS  C.  GAINES,  President, 
WM.  ROYALL,     )    «^    ,    - 
W.S.HARRIS,      ^p^T^- 
J.M.McINTOSH,^*^^''^**'^"- 
To  Honorable  D.  S.  Walker^  State  Superintendent  of  Conmion 
Schools,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 


The  Board  of  Education  for  the  East  Florida  Seounary,  employ- 
ed for  the  year  1853, 

As  Principal,  S.  S.  BURTON, 

Male  Assistant,  Dr.  J.  F.  MOWE. 

Femnle  Assistaat,  Miss  LAURA  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Teacher  of  Music,  Miss  P.  L.  A.  UNDERWOOD. 

And  considering  it  ralher  an  experiment,  thought  it  advisable  to 
allow  as  salaries  for  said  Teachers,  the  interest  of  the  State  Fund 
for  one  year  together,  with  the  tuition. 

The  Principal,  Mr.  S.  S.  Burton,  failed  to  report  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Board,  the  number  of  scholars  attending 
the  school,  the  amount  of  tuition,  and  the  studies  pursued  in  the  In- 
stitution. It  is  consequently  not  in  the  power  of  the  Board  to  state 
certainly  and  have  to  rely  upon  a  verbal  report  of  the  Principal,  that 
the  number  of  scholars  in  attendance  during  the  year  was  varying 
from  sixty  to  ninety.  This  tuition  amounted  to  $1,400.  The  stud- 
ies pursued  were  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Natural  Philosophy, 
English  Grammar,  Geography,  Drawing,  and  Music,  and  a  small 
class  of  beginners  in  Latin. 

The  school  commenced  well,  but  the  Principal  becoming  unpopu« 
3App 
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Iw,  and  baring  been  indiacreety  it  eloeed  inaaapieioiulj  and  befeie 
tbe  end  of  tbe  year. 

The  Board  of  Ednoation  of  the  East  Florida  State  Seminary, 
employed  for  the  year  1854, 

As  Principal,  J.  G.  BOWMAN,  A.  M. 

Male  Assistant,  A.  F.  GOULD,  A.  M. 

Female  AssisUnt,  Miss  VIRGINIA  E.  BAUGHAN, 

Teacher  of  Music,  Miss  R.  L.  ROGERS. 

This  year  there  was  some  difficulty  in  gefting  started,  from  die 
fact  of  the  teachers  not  having  arrived  until  the  last  of  January. 
This  delay  bad  caused  several  scholars  to  go  to  other  Seminaries, 
and  in  fact  caused  the  getting  up  of  some  county  schools  which 
carried  off  some  who  other mse  would  have  attended  oar  institution. 
Anotlfer  draw-back  upon  the  institution  was  the  difficulty  under 
which  it  closed  last  year,  difficulties  which  could  not  have  been  fore« 
seen  nor  prevented,  such  as  any  institution  or  all  are  liable  to. 

Of  course  I  cannot  tell  what  the  school  will  net  in  tbe  way  of 
tuition  for  the  last  session  of  this  year,  but  have  a  right  to  judge  it 
will  net  more  than  the  first  session.  Last  session  there  were  in  at- 
tendance about  70  students,  studying  from  Spelling  to  Latin.  12 
young  ladies  take  lessons  in  Music.  This  session  there  is  in  attendance 
about  65  students,  studies  about  the  same.  The  Board,  in  conside- 
ration of  this  being  a  State  Institution,  have  reduced  somewhat  the 
rates  of  tuition  as  compared  with  sohools  of  similar  grade.  Annex- 
ed, please  find  the  rates  as  assessed  by  the  Board : 

Spelling,  Reading,  and  Writing,  per  Session,  (5  months,)  $6  00 
Primary  Arithmetic  dc  Geography,  together  with  the  above,  98  00 
Arithmetic,  Geography  and  English  Grammar,  together 

with  the  above, 910  00 

The  Natural  Sciences  and  History  together  with  theabove,  #16  00 
The  higher  branches  of  Mathematics,  the  Classics  and 

Moral  Philosophy,  together  with  the  above,  •>     *     -  $20  00 

Piano  Music  (Extra)  per  session         .        .        •        -r     920  00 

Use  of  instrument  per  session,  -        -        •        -        2  50 

No  scholar  admitted  for  a  less  term  than  one  session  nor  any  de* 

duction  made  for  loss  of  time,  except  from  sickness. 

Persons  filing  a  declaration  of  intention  to  become  teachers  in  tbe 
State  of  Florida,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Edacation,  wiU 
be  admitted  free  of  tuition  fees. 
By  order  of  the  Board. 

LEWIS  C.  GAINES,  Piesidenfc 
J,  M.  McIicTOSH,  Sec'y, 
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Mail  Plorida  State  Seminary,  in  Accoimi, 

iJov.   tZ.    To  salary  of  S.  S.Bnrton, Principal, $1,400  00 

"      "       **  J.  F.  Mowe,  Asflifttant, ,.  700  00 

***•*•  Laura  Chamberlain,  Aae't, ;  858  85 

••      **       •*  P.   L.    A.    Underwood,   Mnsio 

Teacher, *  $58  85 

**  acconbtS.S.  Burton, 859  37 

1854. 

April  12.     «  cash  paid  Mrs.  Helvenston,*  44 50  00 

^               -    -      "      1000 

Oet      9*      "    -      «     Gaines  A  Royall  Printers, 15  00 

******     Savannah  Georgian,    **     . . .  * .  5  00 

«    ««      •*      Wm.  H.  Royal,            "     28  88 

'*  Salary  of  J.  G;  Bowman,  A.  M.,  Prindpal,  1,500  00 

**     **  A. F.Gould, Assistant,. ,  1,000  00 

-        **     **  V.E.Baoghao,    -      450  84 

•*        **     **  R.  L.  Rogers,  Music  Teacher,. .  (JOO  00 

**  purchase  of  Stoves,. .  * ,. , ,  148  M 

**  Treasurer's  commissions.. ...;...., 120  00 

**  per  diem  of  Board  of  Education,. .»«....  98  00 


17,210  H 


1858»  oa 

Jatfy  15.    BycontributiomasbQou8,..ii ».  $1,600  00 

Nof^r.  li.     **  Draft  of  State  Treasurer, 4 . .  * 966  20 

JDeo'r     1.  •*  TuiUon, (abotit). .. i. .. i. .»,..,. 4.....* .  1.400  OO 
1854. 

Jan'y     L    By  Draft  of  SUte  Trtasurer, 700  00 

Bepfr    8.  -      -           «         «.  1741  29 

Ocfr     1.     «  Tuition  1st  SessioQ  1854,. 418  56 

NoT*r    6.     «*  Balance  down, *»u**»4...w..»  1,889  91 


$7,210  9d 


Ko.  II.] 

REPORT  OF  STATE  ENGINEER  &  GEOLOGIST, 


Office  of  Statb  Enoinbbs/ 
PalaiIkA)  Florida,  November  12, 1854. 
To  His  &zcelleney,  Jamss  £.  Broomb, 

Governor  of  Florida  { 
SiRi'^AecompanyiDg  this  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  joiiif 
Excellency,  a  **  General  Report"  of  mj  proceedings  as  State  £ngi« 
neer  since  the  creation  of  the  c^ce.  Also  mj  Report  on  the  "  Re- 
tonnoisance  of  the  Pensacola  and  Georgia  Rail  Road  route,"  marked 
[A.l  Also,  Report "  on  the  practicability  of  connecting  the  waters 
t>f  toe  St  Johns  with  those  of  Indian  River  by  a  naviffable  canal,'^ 
for  the  iaformation  of  the  General  Assembly,  marked  [B.]    All  ot 
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"wtiich  I  hope  will  meet  with  jour  and  its  approral.  Hie  maps  to 
accompany  this  report  are  not  quite  completed^  bot  will  be  in  readi* 
nesSy  and  handed  to  yon  in  person  by  me,  by  the  4th  proximo. 

I  have  no  report  to  make  on  the  Florida,  Atlantic  and  Golf  Rail 
Road  route,  as  I  was  informed  by  the  President  of  said  Company, 
(when  I  reported  to  him  for  duty,)  that  the  company  were  not  y^ 
prepared  to  act  on  the  matter,  and  requested  that  I  would  postpone 
making  the  reconnoisance  for  the  present 

On  the  subject  of  the  Geobgy  of  the  State,  I  have  made  no  re- 
port, from  the  fact  that  the  General  Assembly  failed  to  specify  aoy 
duties  or  make  any  appropriations  to  defray  any  expenses  ineorrod 
in  reference  to  the  matter.  Consequently  nothing  has  been  doos 
by  me,  except  to  obtain  specimens  of  soils  and  minerals  from  the 
various  localities,  (where  marked  changes  were  perceptible,)  visited 
by  me  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  Engineer. 

I  remain  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
F.  L.  DANCY,  State  Engineer,  4*. 


GENERAL  REPORT. 

OpFiCB  OP  State  Enoinbks,  > 
PaIiATKa,  Florida,  November  Ist,  1854.     ) 

To  His  Excellency,  Jamfs  £.  Broomk, 

Governor  of  Florida  : 

Snt : — ^In  compliance  with  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  de* 
fining  the  duties  of  State  Engineer,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  Report 
my  proceedings  since  my  acceptance  of  said  office  on  the  2d  day  of 
Febraary,  1853. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  my  Commission  and  qualifying,  I  ad- 
dressed a  communication  to  the  late  Governor  Brown,  who  then  oe* 
cupied  the  Gubernatorial  chair,  asking  for  instructions  and  for  the 
means  necessary  to  procure  instruments  to  enable  me  to  perform  the 
duties  assigned  me  by  the  General  Assembly.  In  his  reply,  dated 
February  15th,  1853,  he  informed  me,  *'  That  there  had  been  no  ap- 
propriation made  by  the  General  Assembly  for  the  purchase  of  In* 
atruments,  and  that  he  had  no  fund  at  his  disposal  that  could  be  ap- 
plied to  said  purpose ;  and  moreover,  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  State  Engineer,  other  than  to  approve  of  certain  acta."  Under 
this  state  of  the  case,  I  determined  to  call  together  the  Board  of  In- 
tern.il  imf»r.>vt'ni(»nt.  to  consult  with  them  in  regard  to  the  duties  tp- 
portnituiii*  t(»  Ui(.>  <iilice  ;  \vhich  \va>  done  hy  letter  to  each  member 
of  the  Board  on  the  12th  day  of  May,  1853,  requiring  them  to  meet 
at  the  town  of  Palatka  on  the  7th  day  of  July,  1853.  When  the 
time  arrived  but  one  member,  Mr.  Paul  McCormick,  appeared,  and 
afler  waitiag  for  two  days  and  finding  no  others  were  likdy  to  at* 
tend,  I  adjourned  over  the  meetiBg  till  flirther notioe^    Ai  aveiyBi- 
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portant  portion  of  the  duties  assigned  by  the  General  Assembly  to 
the  State  Engineer  was,  '*  thai  of  examiDing  and  snrveying  the 
swamp  and  overflowed  lands  belonging  to  the  State/'  I  tamed  my 
attention  to  them,  and  with  that  view,  addressed  the  Register  of  State 
Lands  on  the  sabjeet,  who  replied  under  date  16th  April,  1853, 
**  That  he  had  neither  lists  nor  diagrams  of  the  swamp  or  overflowed 
lands,  and  that  no  return  in  any  way  had  been  made  to  bis  office." 
Having  flna!ly  ascertained  from  the  Comptroller  that  my  draft  on 
him  for  the  purchase  of  Instruments  would  be  accepted,  and  having 
procured  them  by  the  last  of  September,  1853, 1  determined  on  vis- 
iting the  members  of  the  Board  ot  Internal  Improvement  in  their  re- 
spective districts ;  they  with  the  State  Engineer  being  a  competent 
board  to  determine  upon  and  recommend  plans  for  the  reclamation 
of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  and  plans  for  local  works  of  In^r- 
nal  Improvement  for  their  respective  districts.  In  pursuance  of  ibis 
resolve,  I  held  a  conference  individually  with  the  members  for  the 
Eastern  district,  and  appointed  a  day  to  meet  them  together,  one  of 
whom  failed  to  attend  on  account  of  sickness.  I  tben  proceeded  to 
the. Middle  district,  and  after  consulting  with  the  member  from  said 
district,  the  conclusion  arrived  at  was-^''  that  there  was  nothing  on 
which  they  could  act  under  the  laws  as  then  existing,  and  in  the 
then  situation  of  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands."  I  then  deemed 
it  useless  to  proceed  any  further  west  and  returned  home.  In  the 
meantime^  I  had  taken  steps  to  procure  the  field  notes  from  the  Sur- 
veyor General's  office  at  St.  Augustine  of  such  Swamp  and  over- 
flowed lands  as  have  been  selected  and  approved  by  him,  to  enable 
the  Internal  Improvement  Board  and  myself  to  act  knowingly  in  re- 
lation to  them,  so  far  at  least  as  those  notes  were  to  be  relied  on. 

On  the  10th  January,  1854,  the  instructions  from  your  office  were 
received,  requiring  me  to  proceed  Co  Tallahassee  to  consult  with 
yonrselfand  the  President  of  the  Pensacola  and  Georgia  Railroad 
Company,  with  the  view  of  making  a  reconnoisance  of  the  country 
through  which  said  Road  was  contemplated ;  more  particularly  with 
a  view  to  its  Eastern  terminus.  The  result  of  said  reconnoisance 
from  the  Apalachicola  River  to  the  waters  emptying  into  the  Atlan- 
tic is  herewith  communicated,  marked  [A.]  In  reference  to  the 
Eastern  terminus,  my  views  were  commonicated  under  date  31  st 
March,  ultimo. 

Your  instructions  dated  November  29th,  1853, ''  requiring  me  to 
examine  and  report  on  the  practicability  of  connecting  the  St.  Johut> 
with  Indian  River  by  a  navigable  canal,"  were  entered  on  as  soon  as 
my  arrangements  could  be  made,  after  completing  the  reconnoisance 
of  the  Pensacola  and  Georgia  Railroad.  Deeming  it  advisable  to 
eonnect  with  this  examination  another  ordered  by  Resolution  of  tho 
last  General  Assembly,  to-wit :  **  The  examination  and  survey  of  tlm 
practicability  of  draining  the  St  Lucie  Savannah,"  and  the  distance 
to  die  extreme  point  ofSiese  examinations  being  near  two  bandied 
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Shiled  from  th«  head  of  nftyigatioii  on  the  St  Johns  BUtat,  fequireJ 
tnore  labor  and  expense  in  travelling  the  distance  than  in  the  aeto 
al  work  to  be  done.  After  reaching  the  scene  of  operations,  owing 
to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  coantrj,  and  the  uncertainty  of  obtain- 
ing either  hands  or  subsistende,  it  became  necessary  to  take  them 
from  the  settlements^^there  being  over  100  miles,  without  roads  or 
settlements.  My  Report  on  the  Canal  is  herewith  communicated, 
marked  [B.]  That  on  the  drainage  of  the  St.  Lucie  Savannah  was 
transmitted  on  the  first  day  of  Aagust,  1854. 

The  above  comprises  a  brief  summary  of  the  service  performed  by 
me  since  entering  on  the  duties  of  State  Engineer. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  feel  it  due  to  myself  to  state,  that  ow- 
ing to  the  insufficiency  of  the  laws  passed  by  the  last  Greneral  As- 
sembly, and  to  the  further  &ct,  that  the  office  of  State  Engineer  was 
created  at  least  two  years  before  there  was  any  actual  necessity  for 
it,  so  far  as  the  examination  and  survey  of  tho  swamp  and  overflowed 
lands  of  the  State  were  concerned,  as  even  up  to  the  present  time 
they  are  not  in  a  situation  such  as  to  enable  the  Engineer  and  Board 
of  Internal  Improvement  to  act  in  reference  to  them.  The  time  bow- 
ever,  is  now  at  hand  when  these  lands  will  be  fully  under  the  State's 
control ;  when  the  duties  of  State  Engineer  will  be  very  arduous, 
and  his  services  all  important,  to  protect  the  State  from  the  artM 
schemes  of  interested  parties,  and  from  engaging  in  expensive  and 
ultimately  ruinous  expenditures  for  works  called  improvements; 
which,  when  made,  after  incurring  heavy  expenses,  will  prove  of  lit- 
tle or  no  value.  I  doubt  not,  with  judicious  management,  the  fmd 
ultimately  to  be  derived  from  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  thst 
will  enure  to  the  State,  will  be  a  large  one,  but  by  no  means  whst 
many  enthusiasts  may  suppose,  from  the  number  of  acres  that  wfll 
probably  revert  to  the  State.  There  will  be  portions,  and  large  onef, 
of  the  overflowed  lands,  such  for  instance  as  the  Bottoms  or  Prai' 
ries  of  the  upper  St  Johns,  that  will  be  immensely  valuable  at  no 
distant  day,  as  I  am  fully  convinced  that  large  portions  of  them  may 
be  reclaimed  with  a  moderate  outlay,  by  the  enterprise  and  energy 
of  private  capitalists,  should  such  a  policy  be  adopted  by  the  State, 
as  to  encourage  capital  to  seek  investments  in  that  line.  When  ones 
reclaimed  for  sugar,  rice  or  com,  they  will  compare  favorably  with 
the  best  Mississippi  bottoms.  They  are  generally  from  1^  to  3  feet 
above  the  ordinary  level  of  the  water  in  the  river,  covered  with  the 
maiden  cane  grass,  from  5  to  10  feet  in  heighth,  and  sufficiently 
firm  for  stock  to  travel  over  them— ^f  a  dark  vegetable  loam,  mixed 
with  shell  ot  various  kinds,  principally  muscles  and  perriwinlde,  and 
Sn  many  places  thousands  of  acres  might  be  diked  in  by  simply  ruo- 
ning  three  dams,  one  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  two  others  back 
to  high  land — ^these  dams  are  not  required  to  be  high,  as  the  n^^ 
eeldom  rises  more  than  3  to  5  feet 

There    are  doubtless  similar  Lands  in  other  portions  of  the  State 
that  might  be  reclaimed  with  equal  facility,  and  it  will  be  the  dul/ 
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of  the  members  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Board  to  bring  aU  snoli 
in  their  respective  Districts  to  the  notice  of  the  Board,  and  then 
through  the  Engineer  to  tbiat  of  the  General  Assembly,  if  of  su^oie^t 
importance  for  its  action. 

I  also  feel  it  incnmbent  on  me  to  say  a  few  words  in  reference  to 
9>  general  or  State  system  of  Internal  Improvements.  In  this  con-r 
nection,  I  deem  it  no^  only  necessary  that  we  should  look  to  our 
own  immediate  convenience,  but  if  compatible,  that  we  should  com- 
bine vnth  it  the  accommodation  of  neighboring  States,  and  the  com« 
merce  and  travel  of  the  whole  country,  in  order  to  render  such  a  syE^ 
tem  profitable  to  the  State^  as  also  individual  Stockholders.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  there  is  no  settled  portion  of  this  great  repablic  so  little 
known  and  so  much  abqsed  and  misunderstood,  as  our  Own  State  of 
Florida.  And  why  is  it?  The  answer  is  plain  and  sintple.  It  is 
for  the  want  of  good  roads,  affording  safe,  certain  and  speedy  means 
for  the  traveller  to  visit  its  various  sections,  which  embrace  every  cli- 
mate kno>yn  to  the  Middle  and  Southern  States  of  this  Union,  as  al- 
so that  of  Cuba  and  the  West  Indies.  Its  productions  are  as  various 
as  its  climate,  from  the  most  hardy  plants  to  those  confined  pecu- 
liarly to  a  tropical  climate.  It  is  my  opinion  that  these  objects  may 
be  acco  nplished,  and  ail  portions  of  our  State  placed  within  a  rea* 
sonable  distance  of  Railroad  pr  Steam  Boat  transportation,  fo|r  ^ 
3um  small  in  comparison  to  that  of  any  State  in  the  Union. 

To  accomplish  this  end,  t'le  first  inquiry  is,  has  the  State  of  Florid 
da  any  sea  port  or  tributary  of  the  Atlantic,  to  and  from  which  tor* 
eign  con[^nerce  can  be  carried  on  f  To  this,  I  answer  in  the  affirm- 
utive.  It  has  one,  and  but  one,  Thjs  js  to  be  foupd  on  the  east  sid^ 
of  the  Amelia  River,  and  on  the  west  side  of  Amelia  Island.  The 
outlet  to  the  sea  fron>  i^hich  has,  at  low  water,  18  feet  on  the  Bar, 
and  an  average  ri^e  of  tide  of  six  feet,  with  thirty  feet  water  up  to 
the  Bay  in  fro^t  of  the  Island,  with  a  harbor  completely  land  locked. 
I  would  therefore  tecommend  a  system  of  Railroads  for  th^  State, 
to  commenoe  or  have  their  termini  at;  thjs  point  1st  A  Hoad  from 
this  point,  to  terminate  at  one  of  the  Cedar  Keys.  This  ivould  b^ 
mainly  for  the  through  trayel  from  the  North  to  California,  and  from 
the  Gulf  for  the  North,  ^s  also  ipuph  of  the  Gulf  conimerce.  Some 
forty-five  miles  of  this  Hoad  can,  without  any  loss  of  distance,  be 
inade  common  to  two  other  Roadsr  The  one  to  the  west,  to  termi- 
nate at  Pensacola,  and  the  otl^er  to  the  South  to  terminate  at  Tam- 
pa Bay  or  Charlotte  Harbor.  These  two  Hoads,  as  the  necessities 
of  the  State  required  it,  could  be  connected  either  by  short  branch 
railroads  to  the  right  and  left  of  their  respective  routes,  with  al|  (|>e 
important  settlements  and  towns,  both  inlj^nd  and  on  the  Qujf,  witliT 
in  distances  varying  from  5  to  20  miles.  The  western  route  would 
nearly  equally  divide  the  middle  and  western  districts,  and  the  south-r 
ero  route  would  divide  nearly  equally  the  peninsula  between  the 
Gu}f  and  St  Johns  river,  placing  alipost  every  settler  in  any  portion 
of  these  districts,  within  20  miles  of  either  railroad  or  ste/unboat 
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navigation.  The  •ovmtry  soath  and  east  on  the  peninsnU,  effen  as 
far  south  as  Cape  Florida,  require  but  twelve  miles  of  Canal  to  give 
them  water  communication  for  some  400  miles  inland.  Where,  let 
me  ask,  is  tlie  co.antry  that  would  be  so  blessed  with  facilities  for 
intercourse  with  the  world  as  we  would  be,  and  at  an  outlay  so  in- 
considerable, when  compared  with  the  outlay  of  other  States  and 
communities.  These  works  might  all  be  accomplished  in  a  few 
years,  by  the  aid  of  the  State  Internal  Improvement  Fund,  and  the 
swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  and  by  the  aid  of  private  subscriptions. 
I  hope  to  see  some  action  of  the  General  Assembly  at  its  present 
session,  in  regard  to  these  measures,  and  that  it  will  not  allow  the 
funds  of  the  State  to  be  frittered  away  on  mere  nei^boihood  and 
strictly  local  ppojects.  Hoping  sir,  the  above  views  may  meet  with 
your  approval,  and  those  of  the  General  Assembly, 
I  remain  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  L.  DANCY, 
State  Engineer  and  GeoHoguL 


[A.] 
Recoimoteaice  •f  Pensac^la  ni  Ceoifia  Rafl  RmI. 


OmclB  OP  State  Eicoinsbs, 
PiLATKA,  Florida,  August  20th,  1864. 
To  His  Excellency,  Jakes  E.  Broobce, 

Governor  of  Florida: 

Sir  : — ^Your  instructions  dated  "  Executive  Office,  Tallahaasee, 
January  2nd,  1854,"  requiring  me  to  "  proceed  to  Tallahaasee  for 
the  purpose  of  conferring  with  you  fully  in  regard  to  the  Reconnois- 
sance  of  a  Railroad  route  from  Tallahassee  or  the  Apalacbioola 
River  to  the  mouth  of  the  St  Mary's  River,  and  also  the  St  John's, 
under  the  charter  of  the  Pensacola  and  Georgia  Railroad,"  were  re- 
ceived by  me  on  the  12th  January,  1854«  My  arrangements  wero 
soon  made  and  on  the  20th  I  started  for  the  seat  of  Government, 
where  I  arrived  on  the  31st  January,  and  after  a  full  conference 
with  yourself  and  Col.  Whitner,  the  President  of  the  Pensacola  azul 
Georgia  Railroad  Company,  and  receiving  instractions  from  the  lat- 
ter in  regard  to  the  wishes  of  the  Company,  I  proceeded  at  once 
with  my  examination :  and  as  my  instructions  required  the  city  of 
Tallahassee  should  be  a  point  in  the  route,  it  became  necessary  from 
the  broken  and  billy  nature  of  the  country  in  its  vicinity,  to  ascertain 
the  most  advantageous  route  for  the  road  in  its  approach  and  depa^ 
tnre  from  the  city. 

After  a  critical  examination  and  ML  inquiry  of  those  beat  acquaint- 
ed with  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  I  became  satisfied 
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that  thd  least  expensive  and  most  feasible  appfoach  from  the  ^ast/ 
would  be  np  a  valley  leading  from  the  western  end  of  Lake  Lafay- 
ette to  a  depression  in  the  Ridge  eait  of  the  city.     This  depression 
lies  between   Miller's  plantation  and  Shine's  Brick-yard,  and  leads 
into  the  valley  of  the  St.  Augustine  Branch.     From  thence  there 
are  two  routes  that  suggest  themselves,  one  following  the  side  slopcf 
of  the  valley  of  St.  Augustine  branch  to  the  southward,  M'ith  gentle 
curvatures  to  the  vicinity  of  the  St.  Mark's  Depot,  and  thence  up 
said  talley  to  the  Quincy  Road,  thence  to  a  depression  in  the  St. 
Louis  Ridge  some  300  yards  south  of  the  Quincy  Road ;  or  2dly^ 
From  the  depression  In  the  ridge  east  of  Tallahassee,  directly  across 
the  valley  of  St.  Augustine  creek,  and  through  the  street  leading 
east  and  west  by  th^  Jail,  to  a  valley  west  oi  the  present  settled  por- 
tion of  the  city,  and  a  very  suitable  place  for  a  depot ;  thence  to  tber 
western  limits  of  the  city,  thence  through  the  first  ridge  ^est  of  the 
city^  with  slight  cutting  for  ^  of  a  mile,  and  striking  the  Quincy 
Road  at    the  corner  of  Mr.   Fisher's    plantation,   thence   to   the 
same  depression  in  the  St.  Louis  Ridge  as  the  first  route,  thence  to 
the  Jackson  Bluff  Road  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dabney's.  This  last 
route  would  be  nearly  direct,  but  would  require  a  heavy  embankment 
and  Bridge  across  the  St.  Augustine  branch  valley,  and  a  cut  of  som& 
30  feet  in  depth  through  the  Ridge  on  which  the  city  is  mainly  built. 
But,  upon  the  whole,  I  should  give  it  the  preference  in  consequence 
of  the  saving  of  distance  and  the  avoidance  of  curves.     From  ih& 
Jackson  Bluff  Road  near  Dabney's^  following  near  the  Road  over  s 
level  and  favorable  country  around  the  south  end  of  Gum  Swamp, 
and  near  the  base  liner  thence  up  the  valley  of  Poly  branch  to  the 
table  land  near  Mr.  J^  Hale's  residence,  thence  over  a  flat  country^ 
leaving  Mr.  Rawl's  to  north,  (12  miles  from  Tallahassee,)  the  route 
being  a  nearly  dead  level  until  you  reach  Pork  creek  near  Fort  Bra> 
den.     This  valley  is  about  400  yards  wide,  and  would  require  aa 
embankment  or  trestle-work  30  feet  high  in  the  highest  part,  and  a 
bridge  or  culvert  of  forty  feet  span,  thence  the  country  continues 
nearly  level  to  near  Cashe's  Landing,  on  the   Ochlocknee   River, 
where  there  is  a  favorable  crossing-Hbaving  a  high  bluff  on  the  east 
side,  with  a  bfidge  150  feet  long,  and  thence  by  trestle- work  12' 
feet  high   for  300  yards,   and  thence   an  embankment   eight  feet 
high  lor  600  yards  to  the  high  pine  woods  on  the  west  side  6f  the 
River.     This  crossing  is  about  ^  of  a  mile  south  of  the  base  line, 
thence  the  route  continues  over  a  slightly  undulating  country  near  J. 
Bradwell's  &;  BrsKkhaw's  dwelling's,  keeping  on  die  Bkek  Jack 
Ridge  separating  Bear  Creek  and  Ochlawahaw  creek,  the  general 
course  being  about  North  50  deg.  ^st,  until  we  strike  the  3  Notch 
Road  from  Tallahassee;  at  41  miles  from  Tallahassee  on  said  ftoad,  ther 
route  passes  through  the  gap  between  Cany,  Rocky  Comfort,  Beaf 
Creek,  Tolugee  and  Ocklawahaw  creeks,  thence  the  route  follows 
down  the  Tolugee  valley  and  crosses  below  its  junction  with  Mulo^ 
4App 
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treeV,  (and  distant  about  ten  miles  from  Rock  Bluff  on  Apalachico- 
Ja  River),  thence  over  a  rolling  Black  Jack  and  sandy  country  to  the 
Apalachicola  river,  where  it  is  two  hundred  yards  wide  between  iu 
banks,  with  high  Rock  bluff  on  the  east  side  and  a  low  swamp  on 
the  Wfst,  J  of  a  mile  wide  and  covered  at  high  water  to  the  tfepth  of 
8  feet.  There  is  plenty  of  lime-stone  rock  at  this  point  suitable  for 
building  purposes;  the  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  is  ordinarily 
30  feet,  the  water  rising  in  the  highest  freshets  about  20  feet  This 
point  may  be  approached  from  the  Table  Land  to  the  east  by  a  val- 
ley descending  towards  the  river  for  J  of  a  mile,  thence  a  cut  thro' 
a  narrow  ridge  150  yards  long  by  30  feet  deep,  to  another  valley 
leading  quite  to  the  River.  This  point  is  some  eight  miles  north  of 
the  Base  Line,  and  in  a  good  position  for  continuing  the  route  west- 
ward through  the  fertile  and  populous  portion  of  Jackson  county. 
This  is  a  very  favorable  route  the  whole  distance  from  Tallahassee, 
say  45  miles,  with  few  natural  obstacles  to  contend  with,  and  but 
little  horizontal  curvature^.  It  however  passes  through  generally  a 
poor  and  sparsely  settled  country.  At  Ochesee,  1^  above  Rock 
Bluff,  the  lowlands  on  the  east  side  are  some  800  yards  wide,  and 
on  the  west  about  600  yards  wide,  and  subjeot  to  the  same  depth  of 
overflow  as  those  at  Rock  Bluff  on  the  west  side.  Tliis  being  the 
linjit  of  my  instructions  westward,  I  retraced  my  steps  following  the 
3  Notch  Road  to  Mule  Creek,  and  thence  diverged  more  nor  hward- 
ly  with  a  view  to  find  a  moro  central  route  through  the  rich  and 
populous  portion  of  Gadsden  County.  .  The  first  obstacle  on  diis 
route  is  Mule  creek,  where  a  dam  or  embankment  400  yards  long 
and  10  feet  high,  with  a  bridge  of  40  feet  span,  will  be  required; 
thence  leaving  the  road  and  passing  over  a  favorable  country  to  tb« 
Tolugee,  which  is  crossed  below  the  junction  with  the  Tallahassee 
branch  and  Yon  Creek  near  Eden  field's,  requiring  trestle-work  for 
-J  mile  and  a  bridge  with  40  feet  span  and  twenty  feet  high,  will  take 
us  t^  the  Table  Land  leading  to  Rocky  Comfort  Creek,  leaving  the 
Bethel  Church  west  of  Tolugee  ^  a  mile  south,  as  also  Smith's, 
Thomas',  Picketts*  and  Worthington's,  to  the  south,  and  following 
down  a  valley  leading  into  Rocky  Comfort  Creek,  a  little  north  of  Lip- 
ford  and  McCall's,  and  descending  into  the  valley  ol  Rocky  Comfort 
Creek,  crossing  several  deep  ravines  to  the  bottom  lands,  requiring 
an  embankment  some  600  yards  long,  with  a  bridge  60  feet  span; 
thence  up  a  valley  leading  South-East  at  an  ascent  of  60  feet  per 
mile  for  ^  mile,  passing  between  Mr.  Meacham'sand  Dr.  Wliite's  to 
the  top  of  the  ridge,  thence  leaving  Mrs.  Lines'  mill  i  ml|e  to  the 
south,  winding  around  the  slop^f  the  hill  at  a  grade  of  40  feet  per 
mile  to  the  table  land  between  dynes'  mill  creek  and  Little  River, 
crossing  the  Road  from  Quincy  to  Jackson  Bluff  five  miles  from  the 
former  place — thence  a  cut  through  a  ridge  200  3'ards,  twenty  (eet 
deep  to  the  head  of  a  valley  leading  East,  to  Little  River,  i  mih 
above  the  lower  bridge,  and  in  descending  at  40  feet  per  mile,  pass- 
ing through  Alston's  plantation  to  the  valley,  requiring  an  embank- 
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IneDt  i  mile  long  and  20  feet  high,  and  a  bridge  150  feet  lon^ — 
thence  an  ascent  40  feet  per  mile  for  ^  mile,  to  top  of  Ridge  between 
Little  River  and  Munroe's  Mill  Creek  with  ^  mile  cutting,  twenty 
feet  deep;  thence; near  the  Quincy  road  to  the  valley  of  Munroe's 
Mill  Creek,  with  a  descending  grade  ol  40  feet  per  mile,  and  requi  • 
ring  tressle-work  300  yards  long  and  twenty  feet  high,  and  bridge 
100  span ;  thence  by  a  valley  running  East,  at  an  ascending  grade 
of  40  feet  per  mile,  for  ^  of  a  mile,  to  a  ridge  (4  miles  from  the 
Ocklocknee  River,  at  the  Bridge,)  thence  following  a  valley  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Road,  to  the  River,  or  leaving  the  3  Notch  Road  4 
miles  west  of  the  Bridge,  and  pursuing  a  course  about  edst  to  the 
Ocklockney,  at  Munson's  Mill;  thence  following  up  a  valley,  and 
striking  the  Base  Line  about  one  mile  east  of  Joe  Hales'  residence, 
and  not  far  from  the  head  of  Poly  branch ;  thence  on  to  Tallahassee, 
as  described  above.  In  reference  to  the  portion  of  country  lying 
west  of  Tallahassee  to  the  Apalachicola  River,  I  must  remark  that 
the  route  examined  following  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  base 
line  to  the  Tolugee,  and  thence  diverging  to  Rock  Bluff,  is  unqiirs' 
tionably  the  most  direct  route,  and  requiring  fewer  horizontal  curves, 
and  less  deep  cutting  and  embankment,  as  also  less  bridging  and 
culverts,  than  any  other  through  that  section  of  country,  passing 
generally  through  rather  a  Level  country,  and  on  the  dividing  ridge 
between  the  streams  emptying  to  the  north  into  the  Ochlocknee  and 
those  which  fall  in  lower  down.  On  the  upper  route  examined  by 
me  through  Gadsden  county,  from  the  numerous  creeks  and  rivers 
through  that  section,  rising  west  and  north  near  the  Georgia  Line, 
and  running  generally  a  South  or  South-East  course,  with  no  lead- 
ing valley  or  ridge  of  any  extent  in  a  direction  eastwardly,  there  would 
be  much  heavy  cutting  and  filling,  with  a  greatxleal  of  horizontal  curva- 
tures, as  -well  as  much  bridging.  The  valleys  of  all  the  streams  to  be 
crossed  between  the  Apalachicola  and  Ocklocknee  on  this  route,  are 
very  deep,  such  as  Mule  Creek,  Tolugee,  Rocky  Comfort,  Line's  Mill 
Creek,  Little  River,  Munroe's  Mill  Creek,  and  a  number  of  deep  ra- 
vines, would  render  the  construction  of  a  road  through  that  immedi- 
ate section  very  expensive,  and  would  require  a  very  careful  and 
minute  Instrumental  survey  before  the  route  could  be  definitely  loca- 
ted. It  would  certainly  be  much  more  beneficial,  however,  to  the 
planting  interests  of  that  county,  to  have  the  road  through  that  por- 
tion of  it.  At  the  same  time  I  am  free  to  say,  that  for  a  general  high-- 
way  for  travel,  as  also  for  commercial  purposes,  the  most  direct  route 
between  the  extreme  points,  should  as  a  general  rule  be  adopted. 

From  Tallahassee  Eastwardly,  the  route  would  pass  through  a 
depression  in  the  ridge  East  of  Tallahassee,  and  a  little  South  of 
Shines,  Brick-Yard,  with  a  gentle  grade  to  the  Western  end  of  the 
valley  of  Lake  Lafayette,  thence  along  said  valley  to  its  Eastern 
limit  J  mile  North  of  the  Cross  Roads  from  Tallahassee  to  St. 
Marks,  at  10  miles  from  the  former  place  ;  thence  ovor  a  favorable 
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eottntry  near  St  AogusUoe  road,  to  Roache'a  X  Roada,  18  mflea 
from  Tallahaasee,  keeping  near  the  base  line  to  the  vicinity  of  Geo. 
W.  Jonea'  Mill ;  thence  a  little  Sooth  of  the  base  line,  crocsiDg  ^ 
ainking  branch  of  St.  Marks  River,  to  the  valley  of  a  branch  of  St 
Marks  coniing  from  the  North-East  with  a  gentle  slope;  thence  in- 
to another  valley  running  East,  and  passing  a  little  North  of  CoL 
Gadsden's  and  Octavias  Gadsden's  residences,  to  the  base  line  oo  a 
ridge  near  Gales,  thence  following  the  base  line  throogh  Coba 
Swamp,  (i  mile,  depth  of  water  5  feey  to  the  Pinbook  Road,  (one 
mile  North  of  Wakeena  or  Marion  X  Roads.)  thence  throogh  a 
TfiUey  leaving  Mrs.  Houston's  to  the  Sooth,  down  to  Gorman's  (Md 
Mill  Site ;  thance  over  a  rolling  country  with  gentle  grades  and 
moderate  curves  to  Long'a  Branch ;  thence  along  the  bate  line 
through  a  swamp  2}  miles  to  the  flat  woods  of  the  Ocilla,  thence 
through  several  awamps  from  ^  to  half  mile  in  width,  and  crossing 
two  creeks,  one  100  ft'Ct,  the  other  400  feet  wide,  to  Walker's 
Brl'ge  on  the  Ocilla  River— or  by  passing  North  of  base  line,  afler 
leaving  Long's  branch,  over  a  rolling  country  and  striking  the  0- 
cilia  at  Harrison's  bridge,  where  there  is  a  favorable  crossing — re- 
quiring  a  Bridge  100  feet  long  and  trestle  work  10  feet  high  and 
200  yards  long,  to  high  pine  land  on  the  West  side — on  tbe  East 
aide  is  a  bluff20  feet  high  up  to  the  River ;  thence  through  a  favora- 
ble valley  passing  through  Harrison's  plantation  and  a  little  Soodi 
of  theibase  line,  and  crossing  the  Hickstown  sloogh,  with  a  bridge 
200  feet  long,  near  the  i  oad  to  Madison  Court  House,  through  a 
rolling  country  and  requiring  considerable  horizontal  curvature,  and 
some  short  but  deep  cuts,  until  we  strike  a  valley  running  just  Sooth 
of  Madison  Court  House;  thence  along  a  ravine  leaving  the  facto- 
ry to  the  North  and  up  a  gentle  islope  to  the  table  land ;  thence 
keeping  on  the  table  land  with  gentle  curves  to  near  Peirson's  ;— 
thence  over  a  favorable  country  to  the  Withlacoochee  at  the  Big 
Spring,  one  mile  above  the  Indian  ford,  high  pine  woods  on  each 
side^  the  banks  of  the  river  nearly  perpendicular  and  composed  of 
secondary  lime  stone  rock,  the  banks  being  from  25  to  30  feet  high; 
thence  over  a  beautiful,  gently  rolling  pine  country  3  miles  to  the 
Okohatchie  drain,  300  yards  wide ;  thence  North  East  to  the  Alap- 
ahaw  at  Jenney's  BluflT,  2^  miles  below  the  Georgia  line.  Bluff  30 
feet  high,  requiring  a  bridge  200  feet  long  and  trestje  work  ^  mOe 
long  on  the  East  side ;  thence  through  a  rolling  country  to  the 
Georgia  line,  8  miles  East  of  the  Alapahaw.  From  Madison  Cooit 
House  this  is  the  proposed  connexion  West  with  Georgia,  From 
the  Georgia  line  I  examined  a  route  running  South,  near  Jasper, 
and  crossing  the  Suwannee  near  the  Lower  Springs,  (requiring  a 
Bridge  600  feet  long  and  trestle  work  200  yards  over  the  river  flats,) 
to  intersect  the  route  from  Madison  Court  House  running  East,  ia 
^pge  14,  Township  2,  South.    This  route  from  the  Geoigia  hn%, 
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pftsses  orer  a  very  favorable  country,  and  would  afford  a  connexion 
between  the  Eastern  district  and  Georgia. 

To  return  near  to  Madison  Court  House  and  take  up  the  route 
from  the  West,  in  that  vicinity  :  the  route  s  ould  follow  outthe 
valley  leading  South  of  the  factory,  and  thence  keep  the  table  land 
near  the  stage  road  to  Columbus,  over  a  gently  rolling  country,  to  a 
valley  (a  little  South  of  the  stage  road,)  leading  to  ihe  river  about  ^  mile 
South  of  the  bridge  at  Columbus,  where  there  is  a  favorable  crossing 
— the  river  being  130  yards  wide  with  high  bluffs  on  each  side, 
with  a  back  slough  on  the  East  side  30  feet  above  ordinary  stage^ 
but  through  which  the  waters  flow  at  extreme  high  watejL  which 
would  require  an  embankment  200  yards  long,  and  5  feeHiigh. — 
The  substrata  of  both  of  the  banks  and  bottom  of  the  river  at  this 
point  are  of  lime  stone  rock,  suitable  for  building  purposes.  This 
crossing  is  about  2  miles  South  of  the  base  line.  Thence  a  course 
about  South  East,  near  the  road  from  Columbus  to  Alligator  in  Co- 
lumbia County,  the  first  portion  of  the  route  being  over  a  gently 
rolling  country  admitting  of  easy  grades,  with  little  horizontal  cur- 
vatures for  some  three  miles,  then  over  a  flat  level  country  for  five 
miles ;  then  over  a  gently  rolling  country  to  Johnson's  some  18 
miles  from  Columbus;  thence  over  a  flat  country  with  occasional 
sinks  to  the  vicinity  of  McClellan's  on  Little  River,  27  miles  from 
Columbus;  thence  12  miles  to  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Alligator. 
From  Alligator,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  heavy  Swamps  and 
deep  ravines  of  the  streams  flowing  into  the  South  Prong  of  the»St. 
Marys  river,  and  keeping  on  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  waters 
of  St.  Marys  and  those  of  the  San  Taffee  River,  the  route  should  pur- 
sue a  course  of  about  70*^  East,  running  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Black 
Creek  Road,  passing  over  a  favorable  country  with  easy  grades  and 
a  few  small  creeks,  requiring  culverts  to  the  Olustee  ereek,  12  miles 
from  Alligator  *  where  a  bridge  of  100  feet  span  would  be  required ; 
thence  the  route  passes  through  a  low  level  country  interspersed 
with  small  ponds  and  cypress  slashes  to  the  head  of  New  River^ 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Weston's,  38  miles  from  Alligator.  This 
portion  of  the  route  from  Alligator  will  require  but  little  more  thaa 
clearing  the  Roadway,  and  ditches,  on  each  side  to  raise  the  Roadbed 
above  high  water,  with  frequent  culverts  to  pass  off  the  collected 
water.  In  the  vicinity  of  this  place,  say  in  Township  5  South, 
Range  21  or  22  East,  this  route  would  intersect  the  Air  Line  Road 
from  Amelia  Island  to  Cedar  Keys ;  thence  a  course  about  North 
East  to  Amelia  Island,  the  route  passes  on  the  dividing  ridge  be- 
tween  the  waters  emptying  into  the  St.  Marys  River  to  the  North,  and 
those  of  Black  Creek  and  St.  Johns  to  the  South  and  East,  the 
country  being  flat  and  intersected  with  cypress  ponds  and  slashes^ 
but  00  streams  requiring  extensive  bridgings  and  passing  the  head 
of  Trout  Creek  and  several  small  branches,  over  a  flat  level  coun- 
jtr^  to  a  marsh  on  the  South  side  of  Thomas  Swamp,  and  crossioj; 
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saiu  marsh  {^  mile)  and  a  creek  requiring  a  Bridge  30  feet  8p«^ 
little  North  of  Boat  Swamp,  to  high  pine  land,  thence  across  a  flat 
slough,  dry  at  low  water,  to  anotlier  neck  of  Land  ;  thence  to  a 
marsh  ^  mile  wide,  to  Halfmoon  Island,  to  the  marsh  of  Nassau 
River,  (i  miles  wide,)  the  river  requiring  a  Bridge  of  200  feet 
span,  with  draw  for  the  passage  of  vessels,  there  being  20  feet  wa- 
ter in  the  channel;  thence  across  a  neck  of  high  land  one  mile,  to 
Loftin's  Creek,  requiring  a  Bridge  200  feet  long  and  treslle-woik 
one  mile,  to  high  level  land  with  small  wet  slouch,  requiring  several 
culverts,  to  the  head  of  a  dry  marsh  north  of  Harrison's  Plantation, 
"called  Orange  Grove,**  to  the  Isle  of  Pines;  thence  across  the 
marsh  d||  Amelia  River  H  miles,  and  Bridge  200  feet  span,  (ncrost 
the  cut  made  by  the  United  States  Grant)  with  a  draw,  to  Amelia 
Island ;  thence  north,  on  said  Island,  3  miles  to  Yellow  Bluff,  about 
one  mile  south  of  the  site  of  old  town  of  Fernandina,  within  3  miles 
of  the  St.  M«ry's  Bar,  admitting  v.  ssols  drawing  18  feet  of  water, 
with  an  ample  harbor,  completely  land-locked,  for  any  amount  of 
commerce,  with  25  fe«t  of  water  immediately  along  side  of  the  Bluff, 
with  a  high  elevated  table  land  within  one  mile  of  the  sea-beach,  with 
abundance  of  pure  fresh  water,  insuring  health  throughout  the  year. 
This  terminus  is  wholly  within  the  State  of  Florida,  and  should  this 
Railroad  project  be  consummated,  would  enable  the  State  to  boast, 
in  a  few  years,  of  having  as  advantageous  an  Atlantic  city  and  har- 
bor for  commercial  purposes  as  any  State  south  of  Virginia,  and  I 
would  ask  if  this  is  not  a-*  object  worthy  of  the  co-operation  of  all 
true-liearted  and  patriotic  Florid ians  ?  Let  us  then  all  unite.  West, 
Middle,  South  and  East,  to  concentrate  the  energies  of  the  State,  io 
building  up  a  great  Florida  sea-port  on  the  Atlantic,  corresponding 
as  near  as  possible,  with  that  unrivaled  harbor,  Pensacola,  on  the 
Gulf,  thus  securing  to  our  State  two  commercial  points,  one  on  the 
extreme  South-West  and  the  other  on  the  North-East,  that  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  those  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

The  route,  as  described  above,  will  pass  within  12  miles  of  the 
Town  of  Jacksonville,  on  St.  John's  River,  this  distance  being  over 
a  flat  level  country,  intersected  with  small  slues  or  drains,  and  cy- 
press ponds,  over  which  a  Road  might  be  located  without  any  diffi- 
culty, requiring  nothing  but  good  ditches  on  each  side,  and  open 
culverts  at  intervals  of  half  a  mile,  to  take  ofi*  the  waters  which  col- 
lect in  heavy  falls  of  rain. 

In  regard  to  the  St.  John's  being  looked  to,  as  the  main  terminus 
of  so  great  an  enterprise,  I  regret  sincerely  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
recommend  it,  from  the  fact  of  there  not  being  sufficient  depth  of 
■water  on  the  Bar  at  its  mouth  to  admit  the  larger  class  of  sea  steam- 
ers or  sail  vessels,  there  being  at  low  water  not  over  nine  feet,  and 
often  less  ;  and  the  prospect  of  improving  it,  so  as  to  give  a  greater 
4rafl>  is  eo  distant  as  to  forbid  any  calculations  being  made  on  it. 
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The  measured  distances  on  the  map,  by  an  air  line  from  the  Apa- 
lachieola  River  eastward,  are  as  follows : 

From  Rock  Bluff,  on  the  Apalachicola  River,  to  Tal- 
lahassee,           -             -             -             .  40    miles. 
Add  15  per  cent,  for  variation  from  air  line,  6  " 
From  Tallahassee  to  the  Suwannee  River  65  " 
Add  15  per  cent,  for  variation  from  air  line  9J  ** 
From  the  Suwannee  at  Columbus  to  intersect  with 
the  Peninsula  Road  in  Township  5,  South,  Ran- 
ges 21  and  22  East                -             -             -  60  *' 
Add  for  variation  from  air  line  3  per  cent.  1 J     " 
From  intersection  in  Township  5  South,  Ranges  21 

22  East  to  Amelia  Island,         -             -  .55  *' 

Add  for  variation  from  air  line  4  per  cent.  2J  " 


Making  the  distance  from  Rock  Bluff  to  Amelia  Isl- 
and .  -  *i,  -  -  239i      « 

Or   the   distance  through  the   Middle  District   120 J  miles,  and  the 
Length  of  Road  through  the  Eastern  District,  119  miles. 
Or  from  the  Apalachicola  River  to  the  intersection 

with  the  Peninsula  Road,  -  •  182^    miles. 

Theoce  to  Jacksonville  on  St  John's  River^  36       *' 

Length  of  Road  from  Apalachicola  River  to  St.  Johns,    218^     " 

Or  the  distance  from  the  Apalachicola  River  to  Madi- 
son Court  House,  -  -  -  107    milea. 
Thenco  to  the  Georgia  line  east  of  the  Alapahaw,  35        " 

Making  the  distance  from  the  Apalachicola  to  the 

Georgia  Line,  -  -  -  -  142    miles. 

From  the  Georgia  Line  oast  of  the  Alapahaw  to  in- 
tersect the  route  to  the  East  of  the  Suwannee,  25     ** 

I  present  no  detailed  account  of  the  cost  of  this  Road  from  the 
fact  that  nothing  more  than  a  reconnoissance  was  required.  But  I 
can  say  with  confidence,  however,  that  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  it 
caih  he  constructed  for  as  small  an  amount  per  mile,  as  the  same 
number  of  miles  of  Road  in  any  part  of  the  United  States. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  as  succinct  and  minute  a  statement  of 
the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  by  a  Railroad  from  the  Apalachicola 
River  through  Tallahassee  to  the  SfJoliVs  River,  Amelia  Island, 
and  the  Georgia  Line  east  of  the  Alapahaw,  as  the  nature  of  the  ex- 
amination will  admit,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  over  portions 
of  the  route  I  was  compelled  to  proceed  with  a  guide,  it  may  be^ 
'^'^  '^*  '  may  not  in  the  whole  distance  have  followed  that 
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route  that  may  be  found  best  when  the  instiUmeDts  come  to  be  appBed 
to  the  ground. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  above  Repoit, 
And    remain  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  L.  DANCY, 
State  Engineer,  ifc 


[B.] 
Canal  Report* 

OmcB  OF  State  Enoinxeb,      > 
Palatka,  Florida,  November  lOth,  1854.  \ 
To  His  Excellency,  James  E.  Broome, 

Governor  of  Florida  : 

Sir  : — In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  dated  November  29tii, 
1853,  after  repeated  interruptions  and  delays  from  various  causes, 
I  started  on  the  20th  day  of  May,  ultimo,  to  examine  the  upper  SL 
Johns  River,  '*  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  tiie  practicability  of 
connecting  its  waters  with  those  of  fndian  River,  by  a  navigable  Ca- 
nal,'' "  to  be  laid  before  the  next  General  Assembly." 

To  do  this  it  first  became  necessary  to  ascertain  up  to  what  p<HDt 
the  St.  Johns  is  at  present  navigable,  (or  may  be  rendered  so  at  a 
moderate  outlay,)  and  then  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  intenrening 
country,  and  the  distance  from  the  point  so  found,  to  a  point  on  In- 
dian River  at  which  the  same,  or  even  a  greater  draft  of  water  may 
be  carried  through  its  length.  In  proceeding  to  ascertain  thei* 
facts,  there  being  no  settlements  on  the  St  Johns  or  regular  inter- 
course on  its  waters  higher  up  than  Lake  Monroe,  and  being  nnabk 
to  obtain  any  reliable  information  how  high  up  the  River  it  might 
be  necessary  to  examine,  I  took  passage,  (with  my  party  and  the  ne- 
cessary outfit,  for  both  land  and  water  transportation,  from  Palatka 
on  the  St.  Johns  River,  some  ninety  miles  from  its  mouth,)  on  board 
tiie  steamer  Darlington,  bound  for  Enterprise  on  Lake  Monroe, 
some  120  miles  above  Palatka,  on  the  21  st  day  of  May,  1854^  Up 
to  this  point,  the  steamer  Darlington,  measuring  298  tons  and  draw* 
ing  4  feet  of  water,  plies  regularly  once  a  week  from  Jacksonville, 
touching  at  all  the  intermediate  landings  on  the  riter,  tims  making 
the  distance  now  navigated  by  steamboats  on  the  St  Johns,  over  two 
hundred  miles. 

At  Lake  Monroe  I  was  informed  that  the  Lake  and  River  were 
then  at  about  the  ordinary  stage.  From  thence  I  proceeded  in  a  four 
oared  boat,  with  a  portion  of  my  hands  and  baggage  up  the  river,  (send- 
ing my  teams  and  the  balance  of  my  party  by  land  to  meet  me  at 
the  Sfdt  Lake  some  60  miles  distant)  The  Bar  or  inlet  at  the  south 
end  of  Lake  Monroe,  had  on  it  at  that  time  5  feet  of  water,  which 
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depth  cotftkue^  oTer  a  spiic^of  some  100  yurds  into  the  lake ;  thendd 
the  river  is  from  eighty  to  100  yards  wide,  and  meanders  with  gen- 
tle coires  through  an  extensive  pirairie  or  marsh,  occasionally  com- 
ing qoite  up  to  tiie  hi^h  land  on  either  side  of  the  river  bottom.  It 
eontmaes  thus,  without  any  very  great  variation,  up  to  the  inlet  from 
Lake  Jessnp.  This  Lake  lies  to  the  southwest,  and  empties  into  the^ 
St  Johns,  some  15  miles  above  Lake  Monroe  ;  the  route  up  the  St^: 
Johns  passes  Within  dght  of  the  Lake,  but  does  not  enter  it ;  thenc0 
the  St  Johns  continues  with  little  chatige  in  its  general  features  up 
to  Lake  Harney,  some  40  miles  above  Lake  Monroe.  The  river  ra-c* 
ther  more  frequently,  in  this  latter  distance,  approaches  the  high 
land  on  either  side — ^the  water  deep  and  the  curves  very  gentle,  pre- 
senting no  obstacles  to  navigation,  and  in  fact,  but  for  its  windings^ 
i^esemUes  an  artificial  canal  very  much,  as  there  is  on  either  badi,. 
(except  at  intervals  v^re  creeks  or  drains  make  in  from  the  prai- 
ries,) an  elevated  bank  from  3  to  4  and  5  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
water  in  the  rtver^  and  from  10  to  30  and  40  feet  wide,  wHh  at  bean- 
tlfiil  growth  of  live  oak,  hickory  and  Various  other  forest  trees  and 
vines  in  the  greatest  profusion  and  luxuriande,-  extending  their  foliage 
for  a  considerable  distance  over  the  waters  of  the  River.  The  trees 
have  in  many  places  as  much  regularity  as  if  they  had  been  planted 
by  the  hand  of  man.  The  whole  distance  from  Lake  Monroe  to^ 
hake  Harney,  the  rivei^  And  the^adjacmrt  country,  t)resents  a  most 
beautiful  and  vartegated  landscape.  The  marshes  or  prairies  in 
this  portion  of  the  river  are  in  places  from  two  to  four  miles  in  width, 
and  would  average  2^  m8es;  they  are  occasionally  interspersed  with, 
small  mounds  or  islands  covered  with  timber  The  prairies  are  suf- 
ficiently firm  for  cattie  to  walk  (tver  them,  aiid  are  covered  with 
maiden  cane  grass  from  4  to  10  feet  high  afid  exceedingly  thick,  af- 
fording luxuriant  pasturage  the  whole  year  round  for  stock.  Lake 
Harney  is  some  five  miles  in  leiigth  ftota  North  to  South,  and  from 
1^  to  2  miles  Wide.  From  this  Lake  the  entrance  from  Ihe  South  is 
very  shoal  for  several  hundred  yards  into  the  Lake,  there  being  at 
this  time  not  more  than  thirty  inches  on  the  bar,  thence  South  the 
river  becomes  quite  narrow,  from  30  to  60  yards  wide  and  very 
winding  for  soilie  two  mites,  when  it  opens  Out  into  a  small  lake  or 
basin  a  mile  wide  east  add  vtrestand  ^  mile  north  and  south.  Atitsi 
south  end  the  river  enters  by  ^Veral  shialt  shtes  or  channels,  the 
widest  not  more  than  30  feet  wide  and  24  inches  <^  the  bar  at  the 
entrance  into  the  Lake;  thence  the  rhrer  winds  in  every  direction  for 
twenty  nnles,  (the  distance  ascended  by  me,)  through  extensive  prai- 
ries from  5  to  10  miles  in  width,  and  the  channel  frequently  so  nar- 
row  that  the  oars  of  my  boat  were  often  in  the  mal«h  on  both  sidea 
at  the  same  time,  with  frequent  shoals  with  not  more  than  ffvo  feet 
of  water  over  them.'  After  finding  such  to  be  Uie  nature  of  the  river,f 
and  80  different  from  what  I  had  been  led  to  expect,  as  steam  boats 
had  ascended  even  as  high  as  Lake  Poinsett  durmg  the  Indira  war^ 
5App 
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which  must  evideQ%  haye  been  4miiig  a  rery  high  stage  of  water, 
I  at  once  came  to  the;  conclusion  that  it  would  cost  asmttchor  more 
to  render  that  portion  of  the  river  at  all  times  navigable  as  to  cot  a 
few  additional  mjles  qf  canal  through  high  land,  and  moreover,  there 
was  no  place  in  that  distance,  (20  miles,)  where  the  river  approach- 
ed nearer  than  one  niile  to  high  land  on  either  sidp,  so  extensive  are 
the  prairies  in  this  portion  of  the  river.  Again,  Indian  river  is  a 
broad  open  sheet  of  water,  nearly  strait  from  notth  jU>  south,  from  St. 
Lucie  Sound  to  as  far  north  as  the  Haulover,  in  township  20  S.,  R. 
33  E.,  the  same  as  the  south  end  of  Lake  Harney. 

I  therefore  determined  to  return  to  Lalie  Harney,  and  examine  its 
eastern  shore,  to  ascertain  if  a  suitable  i^iace  icouJd  be  found  there 
"•for  the  commencement  of  a  canal.  I  found  near  the  south-east  end  a 
point  of  high  land  where  there  was  sufficient  water  within  100  yards 
of  the  beach^  suitable  for  such  a  purpose.  I  therefore  detennined  to 
survey  the  route  from  that  point,  starUng  at  the  i  mile  station,  between 
sections  20  and  29,  T.  20  S.,  R.  33  east  of  the  public  sun  eys,  and  ia- 
tended  running  a  due  east  line  to  Indian  River.  After  proceeding  some 
4  nules  through  a  flat  level  conntry,  my  guide  urged  me  to  change  my 
course,  that  I  would  otherwise  encounter  an  extensive  cypress  swamp, 
I  did  so,  and  after  several  slight  variations  from  a  due  east  course,  I 
reached  Indian  River  somewhat  above  the  Haulover  on  the  east  side 
leading  to  New  Smyrna,  whereas  the  true  line  should  strike  about 
one  mile  south  of  said  Haulover,  where  there  is  plenty  of  water  near 
the  shore.  The  distance  across  I  found  to  be  12  miles  901  feet — 
The  greatest  elevation  between  the  twx>  rivers  I  found  to  be  27^ 
feet,  and  this  for  a  very  short  distance.  There  i^  but  one  water 
course  in  the  whole  distance ;  that  is  a  cypress  swamp  which  general- 
ly holds  wajber.  It  lies  at  the  distance  of  7  2-3  miles  from  Ls^e  Har- 
ney and  near  the  sumntit  level.  The  country  is  open  pine  and  saw- 
palmetto,  interspersed  with  numerous  cypress  ponds,  mostly  holding 
water,  but  shallow,  none  being  more  than  3  or  4  feet  deep.  The 
first  3  or  4  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  earth  is  a  compact  white 
and  black  sand^  and  is  mosUy  underlaid  with  marl  or  a  mixtore  of 
olay,  shell  and  sand. 

As  the  present  draft  of  water  in  each  rivQr>  from  their  points  of 
junction  with  the  canal»  is  from4i  to  5  feet,  I  propose  a  canal 30 
feet  v\dde  at  bottom,  to  start  from  four  feet  water  in  Lake  Harney, 
and  to  descend  to  the  sanie  depth  below  the  water  level  in  Indiui 
River,  and  as  Uiere  is  a  diiference  between  the  water  level  of  Lake 
Harney  and  that  of  Indian  River  of  3  feet  G  inches,  it  will  ghre  to 
the  bottonD  of  the  canal  a  slope  towards  the  latter  of  3|  inches  pear 
mile,  not  sofficient  to  can^e  any  difiiculty  in  navigating  tlie  canal  by 
sails  or  l^re.  I  propose  also,  a  lock  at  each  end,  one  of  six  feet  lift 
and  the  oth<?r  of  eight  feet  Likewise  a  basin  ^r  side  bay  for  the 
passage  of  boats  about  midway  the  length  of  the  canal.  The  looks 
are  to  prevent  the  flow  of  the  current  through  the  canal,  which  if  per* 
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initt0d»  would  ftirhi  a  Bbeal  or  ^balb^  eithor  end  of  the  oanal.  That 
there  will  always  be  a  ftill  supply  of  iv^ater  in  the  canal  as  proposed 
for  navigation,  I  have  ho  questi<dn^  as  the  nataral  filtration  alone 
wonld  £^ord  it,  from  the  fact  that  the  shallow  ponds  not  more  than 
4  feet  deep  are  scaroely  ever  dry,  and  thtn  the  canal  could  always 
be  kept  foil,  should  thi)re  bo  any  deficiency  from  that  source,  by  al- 
lowing the  water  from  the  Lake  to  flow  intd  the  canal  through  the 
lock.  The  locks  should  be  of  wood  or  stone,  there  being  an  abun- 
dance of  the  latter  material  brt  Indian  River  of  an  excellent  quality 
for  such  a  work,  and  I  am  of  t1»e  opinion  that  tho  expense  of  build- 
ing  with  stmie  would  be  but  a  fraction  more  than  of  wood,  and  the 
locks  would  be  much  more  durable. 

The  excavation  for  said  canal,  the  distance  being  twelve  miles 
md  nine  hundred  feet,  would  require  the  removal  of  3,115,483  cubio 
yards  of  eartii,  \4^hich  from  Its  nature  would  cost  not  more  than  six 
cents  per  cubic  yard,  equal  to  0186,925  98 

The  Locks  would  cost  an  average  of  #5,000  eaob^  10,000  00 

Add  ten  percent  for  contingencies,  1,669  25 

-  --^ 

Midcing  the  entire  cost  9198,795  23 

For  further  informatloii  in  reference  to  the  Canal,  see  the  accom- 
panying map. 

Now  we  will  enquire,  what  are  the  inducements  for  the  State  to 
expend  such  an  amount  for  this  purpose.  In  the  first  place,  I  have 
been  informed  by  the  State  Agent  for  the  selection  of  swamp  lands, 
that  heh^s  taken  the  whole  country  South  of  Township  20,  South, 
Range  3^  East,  with  the  exception  of  the  private  grants  and  a  few 
fractional  Townships,  so  far  as  the  Public  Surveys  have  yet  exten- 
ded. This  would  give  the  State  in  the  district  lying  conti<»uous  to 
tiie  St.  Johns  and  Indian  River,  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lucie  River,' 
something  over  1,300,000  acres  of  land  ;  which,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  is  literally  worthless,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  almost 
inaccessible  either  by  land  or  water,  there  being  as  good  as  no 
bar  seaward  from  Indian  River,  that  which  is  known  as  the  bar,  con- 
stantly shifting,  and  has  at  best,  only  from  three  to  five  feet  of  water, 
and  no  roads,  if  we  except  the  Military  Road  from  Fort  Capron  on 
Indian  RiVer  across  t^e  Peninsula  to  Charlotte  Harbor,  on  the  Gulf 
Coast.  This  is  the  lonly  wagon  road  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
the;  routes  travelled  at  this  time  in  all  other  directions  being  by 
blind  tfiiils  or  horse  paths;  causing  that  whole  region  to  be  a  Terra 
Inoognitib  to  all  except  a  few  hardy  and  enterprising  adventurers, 
"#ho  have  located  in  defiance  of  all  obstacles,  on  the  Western  bank 
of  Indian  River,  from  80  to  100  miles  South  of  the  point  where  the 
proposed  Canal  mil  enter  said  River.  As  to  the  value  of  these 
lands,  I  ani  satisfied,  fromjmy  own  observation,  that  there  is  scarcely 
a  single  mild  irt  the  whole  length  of  Indian  River  on  the  Western 
bank,  (which  is  iii  general  from  10  to  30  feet  high,  with  miles  of  a 
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bold,  rooky  shore,)  where  small  bodies  ofexoellent  land  suitable  for 
5  to  10  working  bands  coald  be  obtained,  and  where  from  the  de* 
lioioas  and  genial  climate,  most,  if  not  all  the  Tropical  fruits  and 
vegetables,  as  well  as  Sugar  Cane  may  be  raised  in  perfeetkm. — 
Hie  lands  back  from  the  River  are,  in  places,  high,  rolling  spmoe 
pine,  and  scmb  oak  ridges,  with  frequent  poods  and  savannahs,  with 
occasional  small,  rich  hammocks,  and  many  beaotifol  pine  ridges 
convenient  for  stock  raising,  with  excellent  range,  both  on  the  St 
John's  prairies  and  in  the  low  lands  and  ponds  iiltervening  between 
it  and  Indian  River.  These  lands,  if  furnished  with  a  suitable  outlet, 
would  in  a  very  few  years  command,  much  of  them,  from  #2  to  910 
per  acre ;  and  their  enhanced  value  would  double,  aye,  treble  the 
outlay  necessary  to  open  this  Canal.  Beside  which,  Indian  River 
could  be  made  to  supply  the  whole  of  Florida,  and  in  fact,  the  whob 
Southern  Atlantic  market  with  Fish  and  Oysters  of  the  finest  qualify. 
It  would  open  an  outlet  to  the  markets  of  the  whole  country  of  the 
finest  tropical  fruit  region  in  the  United  States.  Moreover,  no  health- 
ier region  can  be  found  in  America,  than  the  West  bank  of  Indian 
River  and  between  it  and  the  ocean.  In  a  military  point  of  view, 
it  would  be  of  incalculable  benefit,  as  it  would  enable  the  Govenh 
meni  to  send  troops,  supplies,  d^c,  inland  bv  water  from  Charleston, 
S.  C,  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Cape  Florida,  without  the  least  dan* 
ger,  either  from  storms  or  hostile  fleets.  It  would  add  to  the  com- 
merce  of  Florida,  through  the  St  Johns  River,  an  amount  which  at 
this  day  cannot  even  be  approximated.  This  link  of  twelve  miles 
would  give  to  East  and  South  Florida,  an  improvement  that  will  vast- 
ly facilitate  their  intercourse  and  commerce  with  the  rest  of  the  world, 
and  which,  from  the  peculiar  features  of  the  country,  would  do  for  it 
what  the  system  of  Railroads  proposed  in  another  commuoication 
would  do  for  the  other  portions  of  the  State.  This  improvement 
would  not  only  benefit  the  lands  immediately  bordering  the  two 
rivers,  but  would  extend  its  infiuenoe  even  to  the  Everglades,  from 
which,  if  ever  settled,  (of  which  I  have  uo  question  whenever  the  In- 
dians are  removed,)  the, principal  outlet  will  be  through  this  canal  to 
die  North  and  Charlotte  Harbor  to  the  West,  for  ail  productions 
raised  in  that  region. 

I  therefore,  feel  myself  fully  justifiable,  in  most  earnestly  recom- 
mending that  this  be  one  of  the  first  works  authorized  by  the  Gener- 
al Assembly,  as  by  inducing  emigration  to  that  portion  of  the  State, 
would  doubtless  l^ve  a  most  beneficial  influence  on  the  few  remaiq- 
ing  Indians  now  inhabiting  that  section,  and  would  in  a  few  years. 
(pnless  they  should  sooner  be  removed,)  completely  cut  them  off 
^Qdi  the  Atlantic  sea>board. 

M'hich  is  respectfully  submitted^ 

By  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  L.  DANCT, 
State  Sngineer  and  Geologist, 
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[C] 
Engineer's  Office,  } 

Palatka,  Fla.,  August,  5th,  1854.  ) 
To  His  Excellency,  James  E.  Broome, 

Governor  of  Florida : 

Snt : — ^Iq  obedMQoeto  "  Resolution  No.  8  of  the  General  Assemblj 
of  this  State,  Approved  14th  of  January,  1853/'  I  have  examined 
and  have  now  the  honor  to  report "  upon  the  practicahilitj  of  drain- 
ing the  submerged  lands,  in  rear  of  Sc  Lucie  Sound,  commonly 
known  as  the  main  Savannah  in  said  County  of  St.  Lucie."  The 
delay  in  making  this  examination,  has  arisen  partly  from  the  want 
of  the  necessary  instruments,  and  after  their  receipt,  in  September 
last,  by  the  necessity  of  finishing  certain  other  duties  in  which  I  was 
then  engaged. 

The  St.  Lucie  savannah,  or  "  main  savannah  in  St.  Lucie  County," 
is  a  long,  narrow  pond  or  savannah,  lying  nearly  parallel  to  St.  Lu« 
eie  sound,  and  separated  from  it  by  a  ridge  of  sand,  which  is  under* 
laid  at  intervals  by  a  shell  or  coquina  rock.  The  horizontal  distance 
from  the  eastern  margin  of  the  savannah  to  the  margin  of  St.  Lucio 
Soundf  at  a  place  known  as  Capt  Davis's,  is  550  (&ve  hundred  and 
£fty)  feet,  with  an  elevation  at  the  highest  point  of  the  intervening 
tidge  of  33  feet  and  4  inches.  At  this  point,  a  cut  twelve  (12)  feet 
wide  at  bottom  and  side  slopes  1^  horizontal  to  1  vertical,  will  re* 
quire  an  excavation  of  11,000  (eleven  Uiousand)  cubic  yards  of  earth, 
and  as  the  bed  of  j  the  savannah  is  15  feet  3  inches  (fifteen  three) 
higher  than  the  water-level  of  St.  Lucie  Sound,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  the  practicability  of  draining  off  the  water  from  the  savan* 
nah,  whose  greatest  depth  does  not  exceed  (5)  five  feet  The  rock 
spoken  of  as  underlying  the  sand  will  be  no  obstacle,  as  it  lies  too 
deep  to  interfere  to  any  extent  with  the  excavation.  The  dimensions 
of  the  cut  proposed  is  deemed  ample,  as  the  flow  of  water  at  first 
will  be  so  great  as  to  cause  it  to  wash  out,  and  continue  to  enlarge. 

This  savannah  is  the  receptacle  of  much  of  the  water  from  the 
savannahs  and  swamps  lying  to  the  westward,  which  in  wet  seasons 
overflow  the  slight  elevations  between  them,  and  run  into  this,  where 
the  waters  continue  to  accumulate  until  they  obtain  a  sufficient 
height  for  it  to  overflow  in  its  turn,  and  then  the  waters  are  dis> 
charged  into  the  head  of  St  Lucie  to  the  South,  and  the  St.  Sebastian 
river  to  the  North.  This  Savannah  is  about  (18)  eighteen  miles  long, 
by  an  average  widlh  of  (^)  one-half  mile.  It  is  believed  that  from  i 
to  2-3ds  of  the  land  now  covered  by  water,  as  also  that  occasionally 
submerged,  would  be  very  productive  if  properly  drained,  and  that 
the  whole  of  it  would,  irotn  the  genial  climate  in  which  it  lies,  yield 
sugar  caiio  and  nil  '•i'^  Tr^.^^ical  fruits  in  perfection.  Another  great 
advantage  of  draml  .  i  .is  savannah,  in  my  opinion,  is,  the  efiect  a 
new  outlet  \\>ala   lir    :  i    t  king  off  the  waters  which  fall  in   the 
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back  country,  which  are  now  daanned  up  and  prevented  from  flow- 
ing into  the  Sound  by  a  ridge  of  sand,  extending  from  the  St.  Sebas* 
tian  to  the  St  Lucie  river,  a  distance  of  some  (50)  fifly  miles,  just 
back  of  or  to  the  westward  of  Indian  river  and  St.  Lucie  Sound, 
without  a  single  break  in  the  whole  of  this  distance  of  any  conse- 
quence, where  the  accumulated  waters  can  flow  into  either  the  river 
or  sound.  The  waters  consequently,  in  wet^seasons,  continue  to  ac- 
cumulate until  nearly  the  whole  back  country  becomes  submerged, 
and  as  they  gradually  subside  by  evaporation  and  filtration,  leave 
the  country  covered  to  a  great  extent  with  ponds,  savannahs  and 
awamps.  Now  by  making  this  new  outlet,  and  gradually  connect- 
ing the  various  savannahs  and  ponds  in  a  direction  East  and  West, 
the  effect  it  will  have  in  drying  that  whole  country  will  be  immense. 
It  is  only  in  this  way  it  can  ever  be  drained  with  any  advantage, 
and  at  a  reasonable  expense.  The  country  is  so  nearly  level  North 
and  South,  with  a  slight  descent  t»  the  Elastward,  with  the  exceptioo 
of  the  sand  ndge  above  mentioned,  that  any  out  East  and  West 
would  draw  to  itself  the  waters  from  both  North  and  South,  and 
would  in  a  short  time  form  a  considerable  stream,  and  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  throwing  such  a  volume  of  water  into  the  St.  Loeie 
Sound,  may  cause  such  a  flow  of  water  seaward  as  may  have  a  ben' 
eficial  eflTect  on  the  bar  at  the  outlet  to  the  ocean. 

Believing  in  the  practicability  of  draining  this  savannah,  and 
deeming  it  both  necessary  and  proper  for  the  development  of  the 
capabilities  of  the  country,  and  that  it  can  be  accomplished  for  the 
amount  appropriated  by  the  General  Assembly,  deducting  the  expen- 
aes  of  the  preliminary  survey  and  examination,  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  the  amount  appropriated  for  this  improvement  may  be 
transmitted  to  me,  or  placed  at  my  disposal  without  unnecessary 
delay,  that  I  may  have  the  work  executed  ;it  the  earliest  practicable 
moment.  There  were  other*points  examined  by  me,  but  their  coet 
80  far  exceeded  the  cost  of  the  above  named  point,  without  any  advan- 
tages to  coanterbalance  the  extra  cost,  that  1  have  had  no  heaitatioa 
in  adopting  the  above  as  the  most  suitable.  This  report,  sir,  has 
been  delayed  in  consequence  of  indisposition  since  my  return  from 
the  south. 

I  remain  very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  L.  DANCY, 
State  Engineer  and  ChologisL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.    III.] 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL'S  REPORT. 


Artobney  General's  Office,     >  . 
Tallahassee,  Movember  18,  1854.  5 
To  His  Excellency,  Jax bs  E.  Broome, 

Governor  of  Florida: 

Sir  : — In  compliance  with  the  act  of  July  23d,  1845, 1  have  the 
honor  to  submit  to  your  Excellency,  to  be  laid  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, a  report  touching  such  matters  as  I  am  by  law  required  to 
bring  to  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  law  referred  to  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Attorney  General  to 
report  "  as  to  the  eflect  and  operation  of  the  acts  of  the  last  previ- 
ous session,  the  decisions  of  the  Courts  thereon,  referring  to  the  pre- 
vious legislation  on  the  subject,  with  such  suggestions  as  (m  my 
opinion)  the  public  interest  may  demand/' 

The  last  Legislature,  desiring  to  afford  the  people  of  this  State 
Boch  Banking  facilities  as  the  necessities  of  the  Country  might  re- 
quire, and  at  the  same  time  wishing  to  protect  the  public  against  the 
consequences  of  a  circulation  not  based  upon  substantial  capital, 
passed  into  a  law  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the  business 
of  Banking." 

It  was  doubtless  supposed  that  the  provisions  of  this  law  were 
sufficiently  liberal  to  induce  capitalists  to  embark  in  the  business  it 
authorizes,  whilst  the  checks  and  restrictions  embraced  in  it,  would 
protect  the  public  froui  imposition,  and  give  confidence  in  the  circu- 
lation throughout  fie  State.  No  effort,  hQwever,  has  been  made  to 
establish  the  business  of  Bankihg  in  this  State  as  authorized  by  the 
act,  and  it  has  been  suggested,  as  one  of  the  reasons,  that  any  asso- 
ciation or  individual  Banker  Would,  in  order  to  avoid  the  consequen- 
ces which  might  result  under  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section,  be 
required  to  keep  on  hand  a  large  amount  of  unproductive  capital,  to 
meet  the  demands  wTiich  might  be  tnade  for  the  redemption  ot  the 
circulating  notes.  ''Hie  stock  required  to  be  deposited  with  the 
Comptroller  being  equal  in  amount  with  the  bills  put  in  circulation, 
may  be  regarded  as  a  sufficient  security  to  the  public  ;  'but  if  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  the  association  or  individual  Banker  finds  it  necesf^arv  to 
have  on  hand  a  large  amount  of  gold  and  silver,  yielding  no  divi-  ' 
dends  or  interest,  it  is  manifest  that  the  inducements  to  engage  in  the 
business  must  be  considerably  lessened.  An  amendment  of  the  sixth 
section,  wrth  such  oth«r  amendments  of  the  law  as  the  wisdom  of 
the  Legislature  may  suggest,  may  perhaps  i;esult  beneficially. 

I  would  further  suggest  ifcat  this  act  bo  so  amended  and  restricted 
as  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges  it  grants,  by  persons  whiJ 
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may  literally  comply  with  the  pre-reqoieitee  of  the  lawy^and  then  re^ 
Bort  to  some  State  or  Coantry  remote  from  oar's  for  the  purpose  of 
iBBOing  the  Botes  comitersigned  by  the  ComptioUer,  and  transacting 
all  other  business  authorized  by  the  act,  making  Florida  but  nominal* 
ly  the  location  of  the  office  or  place  of  business.  As  the  act  now 
stands,  it  is  contended  by  some,  that  there  is  nothing  to  compel 
those  who  seek  the  benefit  of  its  jMroyisionSy  to  make  Florida  in  real- 
ity the  place  of  business 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  act  entitled  '^  Ah  act  to  r^:u- 
late  quarantine  laws  in  this  State,"  passed  at  the  last  session,  that  the 
Port  Physician  is  only  authorized  to  order  a  vessel  into  quarantine^ 
in  case  any  malignant,  pestilential  or  infectious  diseases  have  occor- 
red,  or  are  prevailing  on  board.  A  most  important  omission,  it  oc- 
curs to  me,  has  been  made,  in  not  granting  the  same  authority  in 
cases  of  vessels  arriving  from  l^orts  where  malignant  or  pestilential 
diseases  exist  or  are  prevailing,  and  I  respectfully  suggest  the  pfo- 
priety  of  so  amending  the  law,  as  to  include  the  case  referred  tOw 

By  the  second  section  of  the  **  act  to  repeal  an  act  in  relation  to 
PBotage  for  the  Port  of  Key  West/'  approved  January  8,  1853,  all 
laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  relation  to  pilotage  at  that  port  are  repeal- 
ed. The  efiect  of  this  provision,  as  has  been  decided  by  the  Di^riet 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Southern  District,  has  been  to 
repeal  all  laws  authorizing  the  appointment  of  the  very  commissioD- 
eri  who,  by  the  third  section^  it  was  intended  should  have  the  power 
to  make  all  necessary  by-laws,  dec,  governing  the]  subject  This 
consequence,  I  am  assured^  never  was  design^  by  the  Legislature, 
and  I  call  attention  to  it  with  the  view  that  the  necessary  amende 
ment  may  be  made.  But  a  reference  to  this  act  is  also  made  for  the 
more  important  purpose  of  suggesting,  that  the  right  of  the  Legisla- 
tore  to  delegate  lo  commissioners  the  power  to  make  by-laws,  rules 
and  regulations,  prescribing  the  duties  of,  and  imposing  penalties 
upon  pilots  and  masters  of  vessels,  is  very  questionable.  Indeed,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  under  the  constitution  no  such  right  exists.  The 
Legislature  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  makiag  laws,  and  it  cannot 
shi^  from  itself  the  responsibility  of  their  enactment,  nor  delegate  to 
any  other  body  the  power  which  the  Constitution  has  alone  confided 
to  the  reprenentatives  of  the  people.  Hence  all  laws  declaring  the 
duties  of  pilots  and  masters  of  vesseb,  and  imposing  penalties  for 
their  violation,  must  be  enacted  by  the  Legislature ;  but  the  mode 
and  details  of  iheir  execution  may  be  confided  to  the  commissioners, 
•together  with  authority  to  grant  licenses,  and  to  establish  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  due  fulfilment  of  the 
purposes  of  the  law.  By  reference  to  the  act  mentioned,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  whde  power  over  the  subject  is  conferred  upon  the 
Commissioners. 

By  authority  of  the  General  Assembly,  a  suit  was  instituted  by 
my  predecessor  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  deter- 
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lAine  the  question  of  boundary  between  thin  Stole  and  tbe  State  d« 
Georgia.  On  my  assnming  the  duties  of  this  office,  I  made  inquiries 
as  to  the  posture  of  the  case,  and  ^ras  informed  that  it  had  been  set 
for  a  hearing  on  the  second  Monday  of  December  Ihst.  The  duty 
of  conducting  the  prosecution  of  this  cause  having  been  imposed  on 
the  Attorney  General,  In  conjunction  with  such  additional  counsel 
*  as  should  be  engaged,  I  attended  the  last  term  of  the  Supreme  Court 
at  ^Yashington,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  case,-  but  found> 
on  my  arriving  there,  that  it  was  not  in  a  condition  for  argument  on 
the  day  fixed  for  the  hearing.  Application  ^asmade  by  the  counsel  fof 
Florida  for  a  postponement  ior  a  fortnight,  in  the  expectation  that  in 
that  time  the  ci&se  codtd  be  placed  in  a  condition  to  be  heard.  Tho 
Supreme  Court,  however,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  cases  pend- 
ing, felt  it  to  be  its  duty  to  deny  the  application,  and  to  continue 
the  case  generally  until  the  next  term.  The  second  Monday  in  De- 
cember next  having  beien  appointed  for  the  hearing,  it  is  expected 
that  the  case  will  then  be  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Court.  It  may  not  be  impropef  for  me  to  remark  that  no  blame 
can  attach  to  my  pi:edecessor  for  the  condition  in  which  the  case  was 
found. 

6y  desire  of  the  counsel  for  Georgia,  a  decretal  order  was  enter- 
ed, by  consent,  at  the  last  term,  fol  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers, whose  duty  it  should  be,  first,  to  run  and  mark  a  line  from  the 
confluence  of  Flint  and  Chattahoochee  rivers,  to  the  point  designa* 
ted  by  EUicolt  and  Minor,  under  the  Treaty  of  1*795,  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  as  the  head  of  St.  Mary  river;  and  second- 
ly, should  they  find  such  point  not  to  be  at  the  head  pf  St.  Marys 
liver,  then  to  run  another  line,  from  the  confluence  o^  Flint  and 
Chiett'tahoochee  rivers  to  such  point  as  they  should  determine  to  have 
been  the  head  of  St  Marys  river  af  the  date  of  said  Treaty.  Nei- 
ther pSLTty/  however,  was  to  be  concluded  by  the  action  of  the  com- . 
missioners.  It  was  supposed  that  the  execution  of  this  order  would 
materially  expedite  the  cause,  whilst,  on  the  part  of  the  counsel  for 
Florida,  it  was  hoped  that  the  examinations  by  the  Cfommissioners 
would  throw  sttch  light  upon  the  subject,  as  to  show  satisfactorily 
that  the  claim  which  Florida  asserts  is  as  well  founded  in  fact,  as 
it  is  in  law. 

Subsequently,  it  being  ascertained  ttat  time  did  not  acjmit  of  the 
running  of  two  lines  ^yithin  the  period  limited  by  the  Court,  by  a- 
greement  of  parties  the  decretal  order  referred  to  was  modified  so 
as  to  authorize  the  Commissioners  to  make  the  necessary  examina- 
tions to  determine  the  head  oj^  St  Marys  river,  before  running  and 
marking  the  line,  the  purpose  being,  if  the  Commissioners  could  a- 
gree  on  a  point  as  <he  head  of  the  river,  to  have  but  one  Jine  run. — 
li  was  further  agr^d  to  waive  all  departures  from  the  terms  of  the 
original  de<!retal  offler,  as  should  be  consistent  with  the  said  modifi* 
cation.  The  action  of  the  Commissioners,  under  the  order  and  its 
6Ap 
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modifieation,  and  the  traDsactiobs  conoeeted  therewith,  are  best 
known  to  jour  Eicellencj,  and  if  neoessary  can  better  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  General  Assembly,  by  your  Excellency,  than  by  my- 
self. 

I  am  vqry  Respectfully, 

Your  Obedient  Serv't., 

M.  D.  PAPY. 


No.   IV.] 

QUARTER.MASTER'S  REPORT. 


QuABTER  Master's  Department, 
April  13th,  1854. 
His  Excellency,  James  E.  Broome, 

Governor  of  Florida  : 
Sir  : — Yours  of  the  12th  inst,  calling  for  *'  a  Report  of  the  num- 
ber and  description  of  State  Arms,  now  on  hand  at  this  departnr»ent,'' 
is  received,  and  in  response  thereto  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  Report: 

'  Three  pieces  of  Brass   Ordnance,  6  pounders,   with  Carriages, 
Artillery,  Harness  and  other  Equipments  complete. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  Muskets  and  all  Equipments,  inclod- 
ing  Picks  and  Brushes. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  one  Rifles,  with  Equipments  complete. 
Three  hundred  and  forty-eight  Pistols,  and  Equipments  complete^ 
Sixty  one  Muskets,  Three  Rifles,  and  eleven  Pistols   in  a  broken 
and  otherwise  damaged  condition. 

Very  Respectfully, 

Your  Obedient  Serv't 

J.  P.  K.  SAVAGE,  a  M.  G. 


CommniilcatioB  from  OrdBance  DepartmeBt. 


Ordxance  Office,         ) 
Washington,  August  8,  1854.  J 
His  Excellency  James  E.  Broome,  * 

Governor  of  Florida : 
Sir  : — ^Your  letter  of  the  Istinst,  to  the  Secr|tary  of  War,  vis 
referred  to  this  office.    In  answer  I  have  to  stro  .that  the  accoant 
with  Florida  shows  on  the  books  of  this  office^  that  it  has  OTer-draw» 
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arms  to  an  extent  which  will  require  from  fourteen  to*  fifteen  jew^u 
quotas,  according  to  its  present  Militia  return,  to  cover. 

The  advances  exceed  the  dues,  including  the  quota  for  1854,  by 
996  2-13  muskets,  and  the  apportionment,  according  to  the  latest 
return,  amounts  to  68  muskets.  • 

There  is  a  regulation  established  by  the  President,  in  conformity 
with  the  Idw  for  drawing  the  Militia,  which  prohibits  issues  to  any 
State  or  Territory,  to  which  no  arms  are  due ;'  so  that  no  issues  can 
be  made  to  Florida  at  present 

The  within  mentioned  balance  of  996  2-13  muskets  arises  whol- 
ly from  advances  made  to  the  State  of  Florida  in  August,  1846,  as 
per  accompanying  account  current  upon  the  application  therefor,  of 
Hon.  the  J.  D.  Wescott,  and  the  approval  thereof  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  with  the  understanding  that  they  were  to  be  charged  to 
the  State  under  the  law  of  1808. 

The  balance  of  252  10-13  muskets  charged  in  the  account  cur- 
rent, arises  from  issues  made  in  1840  and  1843,  and  were  legitimate- 
ly debited  to  the  Territory  of  Florida  under  the  law  of  1808. 
Respectfully,  Your  Ob't.  Servant, 

A.  K.  CRAIG, 
Col  Ord. 

The  State  of  Florida  in  account  current  with  the  United  States. 

BR.  Muskets. 

To  balance  doe  the  Uoited  SUtes  to  end.  of  1844, 252  10-lS 

1846. 

August    "  4  6-poander  bronze  guns,  mounted  complete, 

'*  800  muskets  and  accoutremeDts, ^. . . 

^  800  Hall's  rifles  and        do 

«  600  pistols, .^ 

**  300  sets  of  Cavalry  accoutrements* 

The  whole  being  equivalent  to,. 1,679  6-lt 

#  : 

1,882  2-13 
CR. 
1846,  Dee.  81.    By  apportionment  of  arms  for  1846, 94 

1846,  **     81.    "  "  u      H        u    i84Q^ 93 

1847,  ."    81;    **  *«  u      it        u    1847^ 92 

1848,  '*    81.    «  •<  m      it        it    1848 90 

1849,  "     81.    "  **  "•    "        "    1849, 88 

1860.  «*  81.  "  **  **  "  **    1850, 86 

1861.  "  81.  ««  \  «  41  u  H    1851,..; 80 

1862.  "  81.  "  **  u  u  u    1852, 77 

1868.  "  81.  "  «  u  u  u    1863, 68 

1864.  ?«  "  «  •        «  «  «    1854^ *68 

Balance  dne  the  Uaited  States  to  «Dd  of  1854,  as  per  contra,     996  2-iS 

1,832  2-18 

Balance  due  the  United  States,  as  per  eontra 996  2.1» 

X.  K  CRAIG,  Col  Ord. 
Cbmukge  OmcE,  Washington,  Aug.  8,  1868. 
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Ko.   v.] 

REPORT  OF  LATE  COMPTROLLER. 


Tallahasssk,  Nov.  14,  1854. 
To  James  E.  Bkooick,  Eso. 

Governor  of  Florida : 
Sis  : — ^I  have  the  honor  to  hand  to  yoa,  herewith,  a  statenieBt  of 
mj  acconnt  with  the  Seminary,  School  and  Internal  Inaprovemeat 
Fund,  that  had  been  plaeed  in  nay  hands  for'inTestnieot,  ap  to  the 
time  when  I  resigned  the  office  of  Comptroller.  My  voachen 
will  be  exhibited  as  sooii  as  the  Assembly  shall  have  appointed  the 
usaal  Committee  to  examine  accoonts,  which  I  hope  will  be  at  an 
early  day  in  the  Session. 

Very  respeetfoUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BEARD, 

LaU  CmnpiroOer,  S^ 

The  State  of  Florida  in  account  with  John  Bbaed,  Comptroller, 

1862.  DR. 

Kor.    17.    To  caih  lent^  on  aooonnt  of  Indian  Hostilities^  $  4,500  00 
1853. 

May             **  $21,000  North  Carolios  Bonds,  with  pre- 
mium 5  1-10,  interest  and  exchange, 22,644  89 

Jone  <*  cash  lent  Daval  Ck>imt7, 1,000  00 

Sept    9.     **    *•     paid  Treasurer, 892  82 

Nov.     9.     «*    ••      "  " 97100 

1854. 

Feb     8.     "    "      «  "  .^ 700  00 

]l)Iaroh         **  $48,000  North  Carolina  BoAis,  prominm 

4  6-100,  interest  and  exd^ange, 45,816  88 

AprjllS.     «  cash  paid  Treasurer, 2,166  10 

$78,660  19 

1852.                                                    OR. 
KoT.   10.    By  amount  in  Gomptrdlec's  hands,  for  in- 
vestment^  ; % $18,925  19 

1858. 

April  "    cash  received  from  Treasurer, .*    9,000  00 

'  ^  *"    Interest  on  $26,000  No.  Carolina  Boods» 

from  July,  1862,  to  January,  1868, 780  00 

**    Interest  on  $38,00U  Virginia  Bobds,  for 

the  same  period, 1,140  00 

*'    Interest  on  $7,000  Oeorgia,  7  per  ce&t,  for 

same  period, 245  00 

*<    Interest  on  $38,000  Va.  Bonds,  ^m  Jan- 
uary to  July,  1858, 1,140  00 

«    Interest  on  $7,000  Geoivia  **  246  00 

f       **         "  $47,000  Nortib  Carolina  Bonds 

4ro«  Janoaiy  to  July,  1853, '    1,410  00 
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Jan.  1.  *  loterMt  op  $47,000  No.  CaroUDa  Booda,  1,410  00 
••  -        "  138.000  Virgmia  "  1,140  00 

«*  "        «•    $7,000  Georgia  «  245  00 

Harcb         *'    Cash  received  from  Treasurer, 48,000  00 

$78,680  It 

RECAPITULATION. 
The  Seminary  Fund,  ^ci,in  account  with  JohnBeaed^  ComptroU$r^ 

DR. 

Seminary  Fond,  To  amonot  as  per  aooount, $29:683  16 

School        *♦•        **.        "        •«    ^.      « 16,868  68 

Intlmp't  •*         <        "        •*    "        "        83,278  41 

$78,680  If 

OR. 

Seminary  Fund,  By  i^moantasperapoount^ $29,683  16 

School        ««         u        «        «    "        « .;  15,868  68 

Intlmp't"         u        u       u    u        u     88,278  41 

• $78,680  19* 

The  School  Fund,  in  account  icith  John  Beard,  Comptroller^ 
1868.  DR. 

'April  22.    To  premimn  for  ezchanffe $      99  61 

Hay      7.      **  f4,000  North  CaroUoa  Roods,  ^ith  6  10- 
100  per  cent  premium,  and  interest  to 

date  purchase, 4,284  00 

Sept     9.      "  Oash  paid  Treasurer, 892^2 

1864. 

Jan.     16.     **  premium  for  ezchaoge,^ 7  16 

liaroh  27.      **  $9,000  Na  GaroUna  Bonds,  at  4  6-00  per 
cent,  premium,  and  interest  to  date  and 

exchange, 9,684  10 

April  18.      *"  Cash  paid  Treasurer, 1,061  46 

$16,868  6f 

1862.  CR. 

Not.   10.    By  balance  as  per  Report, , $      68  68 

1868^ 

Jan.     22.      -  Interest  $1 8,600  Virginia  Bonds 666  00 

April  22.      ^  Cash  received  fropi  Treasurer, 4,000  00 

May      7.      **  Interest  on  $10,600  North  Carolina  Bonds 

to  the  1st  January,  1868.  .  800  00 

Jily    21.      ^  Interest  on  same  to  July  1st, 800  00 

'f       **        <"  $4,000  No.  Carolina  Bonds,        120  00 
«        «        "  $18,600  Virginia  *•  666  00 

1864. 

Jan.    16.      ««        «       ««  $14,000  No.  Oarolioa      «  420  00 

|^^20.      "        -       «  $18,600  VirginU  «  666  00 

**  OtifiL  recMYcd  from  Treasurer, 9,000  00 

r $16,8«I  U 
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The  Internal  Improvement  Fund,  itith  Johx  Beaks,  CoatptrolUr. 

1854.  DR. 

Jaa     16.    To  cash  for  ezcbange $      10  S9 

liarch  27.  **  $31,000  No.  Carolina  Booda,  at  a  premi- 
um of  4  5-100  fter  cedt,  ioterest  aod  ex- 
change,     88,011  88 

April  13.      *<  cash  paid  Treasurer, 256  19 

, $38,278  41 

1852.  CR. 

Nov.    10.    Bj  balance  as  per  Report^ $      18  41 

1858. 

Haj      7.      **  Interest  on  $14,000  No.  Carolina  Bonds 

to  January  Ist,  1 858 420  00 

July  <<  Interest  on  $14,000  No.  Carolina  Bonds,        420  00 

1854. 

Jan.     16.      u        t*       u        u  u        t.  u  42Q  qq 

March  20.      <*  cash  received  from  Treasurer,. 82,000  00 

$33,278  41 

The  Seminary  Fund,  in  account  with  John  Be amd,*  Con^troUer, 

1862.  DR. 

Nov.  17.  To  cash  lent  the  State  of  Florida,  to  pay 
claims  arising  under  the  Indian  hostilities  of 
1849 $  4,50Q  00 

April  22.     **  cash  paid  for  exchange, 114  28 

May  7.  **  $17,000  North  Carolina  Bonds  amountinc^ 
with  ioterest  to  the  day  of  porchase,  and 

5  1-10  per  cent  premium, 18,207  00 

June            •*  cash  lent  Duval  County, *  1,000  00 

Not.      9.    **    **    paid  Treasurer, 97100 

1854. 

Jan.      12.    "    "      "    forexchange, 7  71 

Peb.      26.    «    «*      "    Treasurer, 700  00 

llLirch  27.  *"  $8,000  North  Carolina  Bonds,  with  premi- 
um and  exchange, '. .  8,194  70 

April    18.    **  cash  paid  Treasurer, 888  46 

$29,fe8  H 

1852.  CR. 

Nov.    10.    Bybalance,a8perofficialReport  of  this  dirf;e,  $18,848  15 

1858. 

Jan.     22.      "  Interest  on  $19,600  Virginia  Bonds, 686  00 

April  22.      "  cash  received  from  Treasurer,, 6,000  00 

26.      "  Interest  on  Georgia  Bonds, 246  00 

May     7.      "        V        "N.Carolina"     60  00 

July    21.      -^        *'       **        "           "     60  00 

«        "        "Virginia      "     686  00 

April            "        "        "Georgia      "     246  00 

«       *«        **  N.  Carolina  " 610  00 

1864. 

Jan.    12.      «        •*        «        "           "    670  00 

*•       "       "Georgia       "    245  00 

JbrohdO.      •*        "        "Virginia      "     686  00 

•*  cmIi  rooeiv^  fix>rQ  Tretforer, 2,000  00 

t8t|6MlS 


Digitized  by 


Google 


47 
Ko.  VI.] 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Treasurer's  Office,  ) 

Tallahassee,  November  1,  1854.  ^ 

His  Excellency  James  E.  Broome, 

Governor  of  Florida : 
Sir  : — In  compliance  with  the  dntiea  assigned  by  law,  I  bare  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  my  Reports,  exhibiting  the  total  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  this  Department  for  tlie  Fiscal  Year  1853,  and 
for  the  year  ending  October  31,  1854,  the  period  for  the  fiscal  year 
having  been  altered  so  as  to  terminate  the  31st  of  December. 

Very  respectfully, 
C.    H.  AUSTIN, 

State   Treasurer, 


The  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  State  of  Florida,  for  the  Fiscal 

year  1853. 

1S3S.  DR. 

Kov.  1.    To  belance  from  fiscal  year, $     6,8S4  93 

"  amount    "     Auction  Tax, %  1,449  99 

<i         u        u      pjnes 1,859  85 

«        «        «     Licenses, 4,886  88 

"        "        >*      Revenue,  1847 41  97 

"        «        «  **         184^ 29  83 

"         *<  "         1850 10  82 

«         "  "         1861,. 2,212  98 

"         «  "         1852, 46,188  88 

«  "         1863,. 1,473  32 

$  57,102  47 

♦•        "    loan  from  School  Fund,  hy  authori- 
ty of  Governor  and  Comptroller,  10,000  00 
"        "    received  from  United  States,  on  rfb- 

count  of  Indian  hostilities  of  1849,  2,834  40 

•*        **    from  lands  bought  in  for  Taxes,...  176  89 

"  -     "    Loan  from  Internal  Improvement 
Fund  to  pay  Indian  Hostilities,  Act 

^  89,  Ch.  618  of  1858, 26,000  00 

"    Balance. 8,928  62 

$109,876  31 
CR. 

By  Comptroller's  warraDts  paid, 182,931  90 

**  amount  paid  on  account  of  Indian  hostili- 
ties     26,669  64 

.  '*  amount  from  lands  bought  in  for  taxes^. .        248  62 
«      «c       Treasury  certificates  redeemed,..  1  25 

*      "       Taxes  refunded, 16  00 

"       profit andloss,. , 10  00 

"       $109,8^6  Si 
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^The  Treasurer  in  account  with  the  Internal  tmprooemeni  Fundi, 

1868.  BIL 

Not.  1.    To  balance  lwt>«rVtttR6poii, :  $61,748  86 

**  amoont  receiTod  from  Bales  of  land  hj 

Register, T ; 2,161  06 

**  Boods'  reoeiTed  from  tales  of  laod  bj 

Register... 2,89t  86 

«  amount  receired  from  State  R^^ter,. . . .    20,260  10 
u       u         u         u     intereat  account,;..  88  98 

$'r6,W6  84 

1858.                                                        CR 
Jan.      7.  Bj  amount  refunded  Wm.  Watson,  ibr  im- 
proper entryof  land.  War.  182, $        85  St 

"  amount  returned  W.  M.  Garrison,  as  per 
Act  of  Assembly,  viz.,  cash  $32,46,  bond 

$87,46 119  90 

24      "  War.  848  (av.  W.  K  Hay  ward,  this  fund's 

portion  of  $200,  for  extra  senrioes, 126  00 

Smamp  Land  Fund  for  the  far  the  following  advcmceg  : 
Feb.     18.  Bj  War.  878  fkvor  J.  J.  Birant,  seleoting 

Swamp  lands, $    260  00 

April  28.    «      "       477    «    F.  L.  Dancey,  Eog.  and 

Geologist  salary, 421  80 

July     6.    "      *       708    «    sime, 600  00 

Sept  26.    •*      «       802    "    W.  J.  Young,  Instructs. 

Ac  for  Eog.  and  QeoL,        188  tO 
80.    "      «       826    •*    F.  L.  Dancey,  Eng.«ui 

Geologist  siuary,..  i . . .        600  00 

-; 1,870  10 

Unitfd^tates  for  adoanee$ of  Indian  HoetUitiei^iufollowt : 
Febi   17.  By  loan  to  State  of  Florida,  under  Act  89, 

••  Ch.  618.  of  1868 $10,000  00 

Sept  80.    **  loan  to  State  of  Florida,  under  thesame,    16,000  00 

— 26,000  00 

Jan.   17.    **  War.  665,  favor  D.  S.  Walker  Expenses 

of  land  sale,. .  i 240  00 

July     6.    **  Oalboun  County,  War.  715,  &Tor  a  Ricfa- 
ards,  loan  t6  said  Oountr,  Act  27,  Oh. 

888,  Sec.  1,  of  1850.. . .' 660  00 

Sept    9.    "  Gadsden  County,  loan  'by  authority  of 

ComptroUer,. ; 1,160  00 

<*  Bonds  still  due  for  land  sales,  carried 

down, 82,076  09 

"Cash, 16,669  16 

$76,986  84 

To  amount  brought  down,  due  by  Swamp  Land,. $  1,870  80 

»      due  by  U.  SUtes  for  Indian  hostilities, 26.000  00 

••        "        •*    "    Calhoun  County, 660  00 

H        a        m    u    Gadsden    •*       1,160  00 

•*        "        "    on  boods  for  land  8ale^ i..    82,076  09 

••        "     cashonhand, *.    16,669  16 

$76,416  66 

Kofi^— By  reference  to  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  fiscal  year  1869, 
H  wUl  b6  seeo  that  the  sum  ef  $27,640  was  traosferred  to  the  Comptroller  for  ia- 
Tsstmeot 
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7^  Treasurer  in  account  with  the  School  Fundi 
t808.  DR 

Ifof'r  1.     To  bftlaDce  per  last  Report, $  4,182  81 

**   Amouot  received  from  sales  of  land,. . . .       8,948  49 
*•        "        bonds        "        «    "     •*     ....  716  88 

M.     "        "        received  irom  Marion  County,  OD 

account  of  loan, 1,000  00 

•*        "        received  from  lands  redeemed,         896  04 
-        •*  ..         u      sj^^    Register, 

from  February  *?  to  October  4, 
as  proceeds  from  land  sales,. . . .     12,992  62 
"        **       received  on  interest  accounts . . .         892  82 

' $24,128  07 

CR. 
FeVj  IT.    B/  United  States  for  loan  to  the  State  of 

Florida  for  Ind.  hostilities,. . . .  $10,000  00 
April  22.     "    amount  traosfeired  to  John  Beard,  Comp- 
troller, for  investment, 4,000  00 

••  «  paid  W.R  Hay  ward,  late  Treas- 
mer,  this  funas  portion  lor  ex- 
tra services, 60  00 

**    bonds  from  land  sales,. 2,668  68 

"   cash  on  hand, 7,389  64 

$24,128^ 

To  amount  advanced  for  Indian  hostilities,. *.  $10,000  00 

*        "      transferredltoComptrollerformvestment. ...      4,000  00 

"     JiKHids  for  land  sales,. 2,668  68  * 

••  eash  on  hand 7.899  64 

$24,068  oy 

The  Treasurer  in  account  with  the  Seminary  JFhmd. 

1868.  DR. 

Ifov'r.    1.    To  balance  per  last  report, J $4,644  66 

«    amount  received  from  laud  sales, 278  68 

••        **      bonds        "      "        *• 660  00 

•*        "      received  from  State  Register,  (from 

February  7  to  October  4,)  proceeds         ^ 

land  sales, #^ji^58  86 

••        •*      received  on  interest  account^. 71 

$8,827  81 

OR. 
Apfl  22.    By  nmonnt  transferred  to  J..iiu  Beard,  Comp- 
troller, for  investment -.  $6,000  06 

OoCr    81.     "        •*        tliis  fundus  portion  of  $200piiW. 
R.  Unyward,  late  Treasurer,  for 

extra  services 16  00 

"        **        b<iiHis  from  Utud  sales, 2,864  07 

**  ^asboohund, « 948  24 

$8,827:81 

To  amoimt  transferred  to  John  Benrd,  Comptroller,  for 

investment $6  000  00 

«•        ««      bonds  unpaid 2.Srt4  07 

"    tMhooband. , 948  24 

$8,812  11 

7App 
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A  Summary  <fth$  ReeeipH  and  PaymenU  cA  the  Ttmmtnf  dmii^ 
the  Fiscal  Year  185a 

RECEIPTa 

Oo  aoeoDDt  of  the  State  of  Florida, |100,M7  6f 

•••••*  Internal  Iroprovement  Fund^ 76,780  66 

••        ••       "SchoolFund, 24.128  07 

•*        "      "  SemiDaryFuDd, 8.827  81 

$110.18$  «t 

PAYMENTa 

On  acoeount  of  tbe  State  of  Florida^ $109,876  81 

•*•••*  lutenial  Improyem'tFund,  29,0Si  80 

-  School  Fund, 14x60  oO 

m        M        u  Seminary  Fund, 5,011  00 

Balance,  Bonds, $87,108  69 

Out, 16,088  32— $62,197  01 

$210,188  62 

The  Treasurer  in  account  with  the  State  of  Florida,  from  Novem- 
ber 1,  l8b3,Jo  November  1,  1854. 
1864.  DR. 

ITof'r.   1.'  To  amonnt  receiTed  from  auction  tax,. $  2.817  84 

"        "  -  «     Fines 1,626  60 

"  ••  "     Licenses, 6.068  06, 

•*        ••  "  ••     ReTeouel852,...       1.408  82 

•*••"*•"  1858,...  49.849  41 
*"*•*-       1864,...       2,08678 

$62,801  61 

Ko^f    1.    By  balance  per  last  last  report, $  8,928  62 

*•  amount  Comptroller's  warrants  paid. . . .  48,872  60 
•*  "  paid  on  account  of  IndhostiHt's,  4,682  21 
•*        **        Treasury  certificates  redeemed,  10  46 

••        ••        lands  bought  in  for  taxes, 889  62 

-  baUinoe, 668  00 

0  $62,80111 

The  Treasurer  in  account  with  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund. 

Wof .  1.    To  Amount  brought  from  former  aecouot»  doe 

by  Swamp  Land  Fund $  1,870  80 

*  ••        due  by  U.  States,  advanced  on  ao* 

count  Indian   hostilities  26.000  00 

■        ■          ••    "  Call)oun  County,  for  luan,  660  00 

•  ■          •*    «  Gadsden      *•        "      -  1.160  00 
••  on  sundry  bonds  for  land  sales,  82,076  09 

cash  on  hand  from  former  account,   16,669  16 


• 


wmf%^  froipj^  Beard,  UUeOomp* 
troUei;  a«  uninTaittd 
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Mot.  1.    To  saowit  raoeiTtd  fr«m  Stafce  lUgiiter  frooi 

Not.  7,  1863,  to  Oct 
2,  1864,  from  sales  of 

land 25,264  88 

•«        "  a        ««    lotereet  account, 1,366  43 


$103,303  05 


1863.  CR. 

By  Inan  to  Swamp  Lind  Fund,  a^folloios: 
Dec.     81.     Wun-ttut  118,  faror  F.  L.  Dancey,'  Eng.  uud 

Sur.,  for  salary 500  00 

1854. 

Feb.     14.        **    191  and  263.  same,  expense  Survey 

Railroad  route, 212  00 

April   22.        "         250,  same,  Eiig.  Ac,  salary, 600  00 

July     10.        •*         895,  same,      *•  **  . .         600  00 

Aug  and         "    863.  476.  476.  and  458  to  463,  favor 
BepL  Beuet  <&  Tt-asdale.  R.  R.  Reed,  and 

others,  f<»r  f  xpenses  of  survey  of  St 

Johns  and  Iiiiiian  River 862  68 

•*  464  ti»  474,  favor  Beiiet  <fe  Ttfas.lale, 
Hiiford,  Ruwfll  and  others,  expenses 
survey  of  St  Lucie  Savanuab, 469  14 

By  amount  tran!*ferred  to  Jno.  Beard,  Comp- 
iroller.  for  nivesiiuent,. , 

"  ••  due  bv  Swamp  Lan*!  Fund,  bro't 
d«»\vii  to  be  cariietl  furward 

•*  •*  due  by  II.  State:*,  for  advances  t»n 
cotjiit  of  Indian  ho<tilitie>»,  bro't 
down  to  be  carried  forward 

••  •  from  Calhoun  Conn  y,  bro't  down 
nud  can  ie«l  forward 

••       "       fioni  On(isden  County,  same,.... 

••       •*      Bonds  from    former  account 132.076  09 

liess  amount  collected, 16,211  00 

••      ••      Cash  OD  hand  Nov.  1, 1854 


1854.  Not.  1. 

To  United  States  amount  loan  to  State  on  aecount  of 

Indian  hostilities. $26,000  00 

"  amonnt  doe  by  Swamp  Land  Fund  brought  down,  (3,048  82 
«        •«        ••    ••        "  "        **      former  account,     1,870  30 

14,914  18 

"        •*    transferred  to  J.  Beard,  Comp.,  for  investm't,  82,000  00 

"        •*      due  by  Gadsden  County,  bro't  down,. . . .  1,150  00 

••        ••        "     ♦•    Ca]h«.un      "  **"..,.  660  00 

•«        **      Bonds  due  from  land  sales, 15.865  09 

•*        **      Cashooband, 23,723  84 


$8,048  8S 

.82,000  00 

1.870  80 

25,000  00 

650  00 
1,150  00 

16,865  09 
23,723  84 

1108,303  06 

$103,803  06 


Add  United  States  for  amount  loaned  to  State  (See 
Treesoffw's  Report  1862)  <n  aeo'l  of  Ind.  hoeiiHUes,  8,000  00 

$108|808  08 
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NoTB. — AmooDt  of  State  Boodt  rMeired  from  Jobo  B«Ard»  lat* 
Ooaaplrollei  for  tLU  •*  Fuml," $46,000  00 

The  Treasurer  in  account  w'th  the  School  Fund. 

ISM.  DR. 

iiuv'r    1.    To  amoQDU  bron;;lit  fn»ni  Itirnier  acconnt, 
UiiiUMi  States  for  loao  to  State 

for  Inrlirtii  h«»3tilitii'<» $10,000  00 

Amf^uot  tmmferreil  ti  C«»MiptV  for  iiiveslm't,      4.000  00 

**         bonds  fi>r  land  sales, 2.668  53 

"        ca»b  ou  baod,. 7.H89  54 

$24,068  07 

Apni  18.          **        received  from  John  Beard,  Comp- 
troller. untDVf.«tfd  balance $  1,061  45 

26.  **        received  from  Innds  redeemed ....  87  60 

•  •*  *•      from  State  Kej^JHter, 

from  November  7,  1853.  to  Oc- 
tober  2.    1864,  from   proceeds 

land  gales,. 7.237  28 

**        received  oo  loUrest  account,.. . . .  888  76 

$88^298  01 
CR. 
KoVr    1.    By  amoants  brought  down  to  be  carried  for- 
ward. United  States  for  h)an  to 

State  ft>r  Indian  hostilities $10,000  00 

**        "        transferred  to  John  Beard,  Comp- 
troller, for  investment, 4»000  00 

•*    bonds  from  land  sales $  2.668  53 

I«es8  amount  collected. 1,249  64 

$1,418  89 

March  20.     *'    amount  transferred  to  Comptroller  for 

investment 9,000  00 

Jooe    17.      *•        ••        Warrant  364.  for  D.  S,  Walker, 

Register,  expenses  land  sales,  114  00 

"        «        Warrant  872,  for  W.  P.  Con- 

Dingham,  teacher, « . . .  ^  60  00 

*        *        cashonhand, 8.670  12 

$88,298  01 

To  amouDt  brought  down,  United  States,  for  loan  fo 

State  for  Indian  hostilities,.  10,000  00 

•*        **        transferred  to  J.  Beard,  Comptroller,  for  in- 

Testment, 8,1000  00 

•*        "        bonds  for  land  sales, 1.418  81 

♦«        ••        cash  on  band,. 8,670  12 

$88,089  01 
Add  amount  loaned  State,  to  pay  expenses  of  Oeoeral 

Assembly.  January  24, 1861 $26,000  00 

"        balance  (of  principal)  oo  bond  for  (loan  to 

Gadsden  County, 6,768  88 

$80,768  88 

$68,^2  89 
Norr — Amonnt  of  State  bonds  received  from  John  Beard,  late 
Comptroller,  fortbis  fund, ,.-...  $41,600  00 
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The  Treasurer,  in  mconut  with  the  Seminary  Fund, 

1864.  'DR. 

Not.  1.    To  amonnfs  from  former  ncconnts : 

"  amount rransfiTrfd  to  0»»ini)t'r,  f^yr  investm't,   |5  000  00 

"       ••       B.iiulo  uiipai*!, 2,864  09 

"      **       Cash  on  hnud 948  24 

$8,312  81 

April  18.    "      •*       received  from  J.  Beard,  Comptroller, 

ns  unexpended  bal  mce,  888  46 

«      •*  «♦         .»      SUte  R.)?iater.   from 

Nov.  7.  1863,  to  Oct.  2,  1854,  from 

landaale^ 8.189  86 

**      *'      oi)  iuierijsl  uocouut, 826  93 

$13,167  55 

1854.  CR. 

KoT.  1.    By  amounts  bronglit  down  to  he  carried  forward : 
•*  amuuut  transf«'rrfd  lu  C«»mptroller,  for  in- 

vestmeiit, $5,000  00 

«•      •*        Bonds  for  land  aide* $2,864  07 

LeM  amouut  collated, 885  49 

1,628  58 

ICarcb  20.  "      "        transferred  to  Comp.  for  investm't,  2.U00  00 

«      "        Cashoabaud. 4,638  97 

$13,167  55 

To  amount  brought  down,  vii: 

"  amouDt  transferred  to  Comptroller,  for  investment,...  7,000  00 

**      *•       Bonds  uncollected, 1,528  58 

•*      "       Cashouhand, 4.688  97 

$13,167  55 
Add  United  States  for  this  amount  loaned  to  State  to  pay 

Indian  hostilities, $4,500  00 

Loan  to  Duval  County,  April  20,  1853, 1,000  00 

$5,500  00 

$18,667  56 
Note. — Amotmt  received  from  John  Beard,  late  Comptroller,  lo 
State  Bonds  for  this  "  Fund," $48,500  00 

A  Summary  of  the  Receipts  and  Payments  at  the  Treasury  from 
November  1,  1858  to  November  1,  1864. 


RECEIVED. 

On  aeeouDt  of  State  of  Florida, $62,801  51 

u        u        u  Internal  Improvement  Fund, 74,683  75 

"SchoolFund. 19,298  01 

••        "        '*  Stmioarv  Fund. 8,167  55 

$164,894  ft 
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PATMENTa 

On  MeoiiDt  of  State  of  Florida, $tfS,2S9  61 

•**•**  Internal  ImprovemeDt  Fund^ 86.048  82 

••        "        "School  Fund 9.204  00 

•*        "        "  Seminary  Fuutl. 2  000  UO 

Balance,  (cash  $37,600.93,  booda  118,812.56,). 66,418  49 

1164,894  8t 


TALLAHASSEE  F1J9D. 

Trbasusxr's  Office,     ) 
Tallahassbb,  November  1,  1854.  ( 
Hb  Excellency  James  E.  Brooxb, 

Governor  of  Florida  : 
Sir: — ^The  Tallahassee  Fund  has  1,300  acre^  of  land  ansold,  and 
m  cash  bnbnce  of  fii'ty-two  44*100  dollars  on  hand,  and  owes  the 
sum  of  2843  12-100  dollars  (principal)  as  far  ns  information  ran  be 
obtained.  Some  additional  valu*^  has  tieen  given  to  the  land  by  the 
emigration  to  that  part  of  the  Stat^,  I  have  made  the  effort  to  close 
the  rem.iinder  of  the  Fund ;  it-*  present  creditors  are  unwilling  so  far 
to  purchase  land  for  their  claims  (as  has  been  done  previoaslj,)  nor 
has  appUcatioQ  been  made  for  its  purchase  hj  others. 

Very  Respectfully, 

C.  H.  AUSTIN, 
Treasurer  and  Ez-Officio  Commissiooer  Tallahasa^t  FiMd. 
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This  book  should  be  returned  to 
the  Library  on  or  before  the  last  date 
stamped  below. 

A  fine  of  five  cents  a  day  is  incurred 
by  retaining  it  beyond  the  specified 
time. 

Please  return  promptly. 

f 

^-|   ^  .m<fV>*^'»^* 
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